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REPORT,
1866.

7o the Board of Works for the Wandsworth District.

(GENTLEMEN,

The eleventh year of our exertions under the Metro-

olis Local Management Act having expired, it again

mes our duty to furnish such statistical and other

information which our individual experiences have put us

in possession of, in order to determine the present sanitary

condition of our respective Sub~districts, and of the entire
District.

Although a rate of mortality considerably above the
average of the previous ten years has to be reported for
1866, it is satisfactory to %:nd that the vigorous resis-
tance which it was necessary to offer to the epidemic of
that year, has led to an unusual amount of sanitation being
effected throughout the District, and we are not without
hope, that if such sanitation be well sustained, the exertions
referred to will show results in the future of a very satis-
factory character.

We desire individually and collectively to thank the
members of the District ]goard, and our respective Local
Committees, for the aid and support afforded us in the
performance of our duties during the prevalence of the
epidemic.
We have the honor to be,
(GENTLEMEN,

Your very obedient Servants,

The Medical Officers of Health of the
Wundsworth District.






REPORT ON THE SANITARY CONDITION
OF THE SEVERAL PARISIES
COMPRISED IN THE WANDSWORTH DISTRICT.
1866.

Evrvatum at Page 4, Paragraph 3.

Since the issue of the above Report, an error has been
discovered in the calculation of the death-rate of the entire
District which, it is considered, necessitates the following
brief explanation {—

The calculation referred to is that of the Registrar
General, and was taken from a Table at page 18 of his last

Annual Summary, and accepted, unquestioned, by the
Medical Officers of Health.

The error consists in 26'58 per 1,000 persons living
heing given as the death-rate of the entire District in the
place of 24:97 per 1,000, the true result of the figures
employed.

Assuming, however, as a fair basis of calculation
that the population of the entire District has increased
in the same ratio since the period of the last census as it
had done during the preceding ten years, the death-rate
of 1866 was 249'97 per 10,000, or in round numbers 25
per 1,000 persons living.

But it should be observed that as the population has so
disproportionally increased by the influx of new residents
since the period of the last census, the foregoing estimate
must be accepted as greatly above that which the Medical
Officers of Health, from their local knowledge of the extent
of immigration in their respective Sub-Districts, believe to
be correct.

Septr. 13th, 1867,
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The following Table will show the relative position held
by the entire Wandsworth District among the South Dis-
tricts, in respect to deaths from Cholera and Diarrhcea, as
well as the rate of mortality per 10,000 from these diseases,
compared with that of the several Districts referred to.

T T
in Cholera Cholera
1868 Choleral Diarrhma m:;:rgm. Cholera| Dinrrhoa l‘llnlr::-hmll
St. Saviour, Southwark | 36,422 | 32 38 70 74 | 1007 | 181
8t. Olive, Southwark ..| 18,914 | 20 19 39 85 [ 100 185
St. George, Southwark .| 57,498 | 38 47 856 66 82 14-8
Rotherhithe......cseo....| 28,767 | 26 17 42 87 59 146
Bermondsey......ces.nesss 64,310 | 34 82 116 58 | 128 18-1
Newington .......ee......| 92,680 | 26 53 79 2:8 57 86
Lambeth ..................| 174,904 | 114 Iﬂ*ﬂ 204 65 | 103 168
Camberwell ....ovooviinee 81,818 | 46 68 114 5.6 B3 139
Wandsworth  ..ovvaiienes 82,979 | 40 67 107 48 81 129
All London ..cveveuneie 837,001 | 5,577 | 8,184 | 8,761 | 184 | 105 299

It will be seen that the death rate from actual Cholera
in the entire Wandsworth District was 48 per 10,000 in
1866. With the exception of Newington, which had a
death-rate from Cholera of only 28 per 10,000, this District
exhibited a rate much lower than any other of the South
Districts. Compared with all London (184 per 10,000,)

it will appear quite insignificant.

Sanitation.—A vigorous prosecution of every suggested
means of arresting the progress of the late epidemic marked
the entire period of its invasion of this District, and a
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referenice to Table VI. in the Appendix will fully indicate
the extent to which the cleansing and other sanitary
operations were carried out in each of the Sub-districts.

Seeing how great is the liability of a return of Cholera,
the Medical Officers of Health consider they would ill per-
form their duty did they not strongly urge a continunance
of efforts in the same direction.®

Upon the first appearance of Cholera, and of its usual
precursor, Diarrheea, in this Distriet, the Board of Works
promptly assembled to consider the best means of meeting
the emergency. The issue of an Order in Council, bearing
date 21st July, 1866, having all the force of law within the
Metropolitan area, threw a large amount of responsibility
upon local authorities and their Medical Officers of Health,
and accordingly proceedings were at once initiated in this
District, of a character calculated to meet every requirement
of that Order.

Advantage was of course taken of the existing machinery
of the Local Committees to organise, through them, an
efficient system of local medical treatment, to cause a house
to house visitation, by duly authorised Inspectors, to be
made, and a thorough cleansing of the respective Sub-
districts to be promptly undertaken.

* Since this Report was prepared for the press, a Supplement to the “ London
Gazette,”(July iﬁtﬂ, 1867),has E:hlinheﬂ, containing various orders of the Privy
Council, relative to the Acts for the prevention of Diseases. They continue in
force for anather gix calendar months, “The Diseases Prevention Act, 1855, and
the relative Act, 23rd and 24th Victoria, cap. 77; they also specify regulations for
Boards and Vestries as to what shall be done when cholera is in a union, parish, or
distrin::é and renew for six months an order of January 10th, 1867, relative to vessels
infected with dangerous or infectious diseases. 'l‘hexuth-::ritins therefore, through-
out the Metropolis, will be fully justified in continuing their precautionary measures,
and in well sustaining those already carried into effect.
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During the prevalence of the disease, disinfectants were
liberally supplied, arrangements made for the destruction
of infected clothing, bedding, &ec., and every care taken to
secure to the sick all requisite attendance, nursing, and
medical comforts.

The district authorities, and through them Her Majesty’s
Privy Council, were kept constantly informed by the
Medical Officers of Health of the progress of the disease
and of its fatality ; placards, handbills, and admonitory
notices, were freely distributed ; the public were made duly
acquainted with all special arrangements and regulations
for the treatment of the sick, and the disposal of the dead ;
and, in short, without creating any undue alarm, every
* possible precaution was taken to prevent the spread of the
infection.

That these measures were productive of great good,
there is no reason whatever to doubt, and looking at the
small resulting fatality, compared with what 1t had been
in some former years of Cholefa, it is believed no better
regulations than those here detailed, to avert the conse-
quences of so great a calamity, could have been adopted, or
carried out by the Committees and their executive officers
with greater effect.

The Medical Officers of Health have, however, still to
deplore the defective arrangements for the due supply of
water for domestic and other purposes. In the treatment
of the late epidemic, it became manifest to every one con-
cerned, that no measure of improvement was more needed
than the supply of this necessary of life, upon what is called
the constant service principle; and it is still believed
that no other system of supply is calculated in so great a












WANDSWORTH.

The health of this Sub-district, in common with the rest
of the Metropolis, suffered during the past year from the
effects of a severe epidemic of Diarrheea, and its worst
form, Cholera. It nevertheless enjoyed great immunity
in comparison with most of the other metropolitan districts.
As might be anticipated, therefore, an examination of the
following statistics of mortality discloses a much higher
death-rate than usual.

Statistics of Mortality, &c.—The total deaths which
were registered as having occurred in this Sub-district
during the year 1866, numbered 351. 176 were of males,
and 175 of females. 84 occurred in the following public
mstitutions ; viz, in the Surrey County Lunatic Asylum,
61; in the House of Correction, 7; in St. Peter’s Hos-
pital, 5; in the Royal Patriotic Asylums, 4 ; and in the
Hospital for Incurables, 7. 18 deaths of Wandsworth
Parishioners took place in the Union Workhouse, Bat-
tersea.

The death-rate for the past year determined from the
total deaths which occurred and an estimated population,
(due correction having been made for deaths in public
nstitutions, &e., after the manner described in previous
repor"il;ﬁ was 1980 per 1,000 persons living — an
unusually high rate for this locality, the average rate of
the preceding ten years having been under 18 per 1000.
In order to avoid the employment of an exaggerated
datum, these calculations are based upon the assumption
that the population has increased since the period of the
last census in the same proportion as it had done during
the preceding ten years. There can be no doubt, how-
ever, that in consequence of the greatly disproportionate
increase which the population has acquired by immigration,
the death rate may be fairly assumed to be less than that
determined in the manner described.

Birth rate.—The births registered during the year
numbered 476, 239 of males, and 237 of females. The
birth rate was high, namely, 3185 per 1000 persons
living of all ages, and the rate of natural increase 12:05
per 1000.
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Causes of death.—The following table will be found to
contain a summary of all the causes of death arranged in
accordance with the classification of the Registrar-General,
shewing the sex, social position, and age at death at dif-

u - - - L]
ferent periods, and particularizing the several diseases of
the Zymotic class.
WANDSWORTH. ;6 E Skx. Aok E i
Population in 1561—13,346. g:; e e - 5 _ 1
Area in Acres, 2478, E'E "E.E ANE SR a P i‘; j B _'E"
£ = o it ]
& TH AR I
Diseases and other Causes | = - X E. bagll 81l B 5 -t E§ s | 9 92130 ii
= = B o =2 = = =
of Death. A% 718 215838 %0 E H Ei Zg 38
AT Lindinatal e d Bt = |88 |2
T R e
Diseases Classified. alslcl3(E|E|S |2 |2 |2 |g)2|E° (87|38
Classes :— ,
Small Pex..] 3§ 1| 2] 1| 1] .. - 1 1 | i - 3
H.mlﬂﬂ ...... 23 1'] 13 -ﬁ I.ﬂ‘ B 23 T - wEE ] mus l?
Bearlatina ..J 10} 8| 7] 2| 4| 8] #| 1]|. | 1 9
Diphtheria..] 2]...| 2] ... i b Al = 1] 1
Qlfmq ...... Ll SEW T T . anw =5 P T awa = AR
%rnl';up van wanes 31 2] 1} 1 s | 3 . win | sae . b
oopIng
{ Cﬂtgh ..I} E 5 1 w 5 - LR - 1 LER] ‘
1 Zymotic \Fever ...... 4 T S % 2 i e WPt el P R N
Emi'[:ﬂlu sss - - S saw & amn - - ® T
Metria,
Chj]dbirtlh-} E - 2 FiE CEE ) rEw Ll 2 " - - e LLE] 2
Carbunecls ... s Ay (Y ; ; i
Inﬂum &JII-- - - - +Ee LR ] LR - Ll wmn
Diarrheea
Drmtm'} il Bl 100 3 ek 30k il in ] T sl e lly 3 |25
Lﬂh{:-larn . (B O ) RN g T i 8]. L ] O 7
Tutals of Zymotic Class...| 76 | 81 | 47 | 26 | 31 | 6 | 65 L 1 4|1 21 1111 |64
2 Tubercular ..... ...... sslsalas)| 7| 8|...|21|28| 7| B6|..] 3| 2| 8|48
3 Of Brain, Nerves, &c 66 | 41 | 15 3 1 621119 | 10| . 4 2 g | 42
4 Of the Heart, &ec......J 19] 9|10 2 - s| 5| 4] 6| 1] 1| 1] 4|18
5 Of Respira Organs] 657 | 20 (28|20 | 9| 1 30 7110 g 1 1 3 2| 51
6 Of Dipestive 8 | 20 6|16] & : g 1 B 200 e s s 2118
T Df t‘h’ﬂ Eiduap ------ ! * LR L LR waw " "aw LE ] B -E - e ﬂ ‘2
B Dfmut&m FEFESEAEE ﬁ rE 5 e ®Ew e ane 1 2 2 L - 1 "
9 Of Joints, Bones, &c. | 3| ... | 8| e oee |t o || 2| 2] 1 al
T BRI -l e  awe | sl e i el fow i g wir P
11 Premature Birth,
Low Vitality, Mal- ;| 22| 9|13 ] 22 232 £ .| 4|18
formation, s
12 Of Uncertain Seat ...] 12 | 2 | 10 L 7104 - 1 .l 3| 8
13 m [ TEEERERTEERLEEE R L LR ] 11 E 5 *ar R - E 5 3 Ll a E
14 Violenes .....c.ccvcires ploa] By 2] 2] o LR [ (e e e 1| &
15 Not Bpecified ....cc.oc] woe | wos | con | oove | ooe | ova | | aen | one | nue | senilore | ame | oaan | s
17 T, ORI 351 wél 175087 | 51| 7hss |6s |57 60| 7|15 9| 49 [278
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The most noticeable thing in this Table, especially by
the Sanitarian, is the great numerical preponderance
of diseases of the Zymotic class (Epidemic, En emic, Uon-
tagious), which are seen to exceed all others in the causa~
tion of mortality, forming upwards of 22 per cent. of all
deaths, and fully accounting for the excess of last year's
death rate. Diseases of the Tubercular class, of the Brain
and Nervous System, and of the Organs of Respiration,
were of almost equal position, each causing about 16 per
cent. Diseases of the Digestive Organs formed 5 per cent.
Inflammation of the Lungs 8 per cent. The most fatal of
any single disease, was, as usual, Phthisis, which caused
upwards of 11 per cent. of all deaths.

Age at death.—Upwards of 24 per cent. of all deaths
took place under 1 year, and 39 per cent. under 5 years
of age. This infant mortality is very considerably in
excess of the average, resulting, as might be anticipated,
from a greater prevalence of diseases which principally
afflict children. These were Measles and Searlet Fever,
but especially the former, which prevailed epidemically,
and to which the high per centage of mortality from in-
flammation of the lungs, is in a measure attributable, as

one of its results. 45 per cent. of all deaths occurred under
20 years of age.

Social position,—79 per cent. of the deaths from all
causes, and 82 per cent. of the deaths from epidemic
diseases, took place amongst the labouring classes.

Inques's—29 inquests were held during the year; 9
deaths resulted from accidental violence, 4 of which were
from drowning and 1 from burning. In 12 instances the
cause of death was not certitied by medical testimony.
These were so many instances, therefore, in which death
may have resulted from other than natural causes, for
which reason, as I have pointed out, in many previous
reports, a medical investigation is imperatively needed in
all cases of uncertified death.

Prevalence and Fatality of Epidemic Discases.—The
deaths which have resulted from the principal Epidemic
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diseases during the past and ten preceding years, and the
relation which they bore to the deaths from all causes, are
shewn in the following table : —

| & o = E g ~'E

st 4 | & | F[£4) £ | B |L33|33 ig i

YEARS. E P 4 |82 5 | € |E24|RE R .Es:
Pox = £ g |s5F 2@ EREFt S
= g E- g o| & A = E[.. g o g a t.i a E

BHEIFE M3

1856 g 1 2 4 0o | 12 4 | 12 | 48 | 814 | 136
1857 0 1 2 0 1 14 | 11 | 20 | 248 | 119
1858 0 o | 10 0 4 1 7 | 22 |23 76
1859 9 T | 48 ;] a 8 0 | 6o |311 | 199
1860 0 5 4 1 4 4 4 | 22 | 208 71
1861 1 1 | 18 1 4 8 3 | s0 [246 | 121
1862 0 | 28 2 5 | 11 5.1 11 | 62 |218 | 237
1863 8 2 23 1 9 G 13 62 | 300 206
1864 4 3 6 9 8 | 19 | 48 | 811 | 188
1865 5 ) 3 1 g | ... | 19| 18 ) 54 |38 | 159
1866 s | 28 | 10 9 5 7 | 18 5 | 78 | 851 | 207

From this Table it is seen that the mortality from Epidemic
diseases during the past year was 75 per cent. greater
than the mrem%e, and its proportion to the deaths from
all causes, nearly nne-‘l;hirdp greater than the average of
the preceding 10 years. This excess was mainly due to
Diarrheea (including Cholera), which was 3} times greater
than a similar average, but partly to a severe epidemic of
Measles, which prevailed extensively throughout the year,
and was almost as fatal as epidemic Diarrhcea. Scarlet
Fever was also very prevalent and attended with con-
siderable fatality.

Sickness and Mortality amongst the Parochial Poor—
Amount of General Sickness—Table 5, Appendix, contains
the amount, nature, and fatality of the sickness which
came under treatment ' during the year. The rate of
mortality was 3 per cent., which is the average of the past
10 years. No comparison of the amount with that of
former years can be properly made, in consequence of the
attendance on the sick poor during the Cholera epidemic,
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having, by arrangement, been divided amongst four other
Medical %mctitionerﬂ; but an approximate estimate of
the amount of sickness which prevailed generally through-
out the parish, may be made E}r assuming the proportion
which the deaths bear to the cases of sickness amongst
the poor as the irupurtion which the deaths bear
to the cases of sickness throughout the whole parish.
This calculation (which can only err on the side
farthest from exaggeration) places the total cases of sick-
ness under treatment at 77 per cent. of the population,
The similar estimate of the previous year was 58 per cent.

Notwithstanding the very extensive prevalence of epi-
demic Diarrheea of great severity, the fatality from actual
Cholera is seen to have been comparatively slight. This
result was doubtless in a great measure due to the prompt
and energetic means adopted by the Local Committee of
this Sub-district for preventing the spread of contagion,
and for ensuring the earliest possible medical treatment to
all persons suffering from the disease.

Sanitary Procecdings—A summary of the ordinary
sanitary proceedings which were employed during the
year, is contained in Table VI, in the Appendix. In ad-
dition to which, all the slaughter houses and cow houses
were examined and specially reported on. In 9 instances
nuisances of a apeciaf nature required magisterial inter-
ference for their removal.

The advent of Cholera in the summer, also necessitated
the adoption of many sanitary proceedings of a special and
extrmrginary character. These consisted of curative as
well as preventive measures directed by Her Majesty’s
Privy Council, in an Order dated 21st July, to be em-
ployed for the suppression of the epidemic. They were
carried out under the direction of the Local Committee of
this Sub-district, who were empowered by the District
Board to fulfil the instructions contained in the ““Order in
Council.” Two additional Inspectors of Nuisances were
also appointed by the Board.

The following were the arrangements adopted ; they
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worked very satisfactorily and fully met every require-
ment. The Local Committee having invited the assistance
and co-operation of all the qualified Medical Practitioners
in the Sub-district appointed five of their number as
“Medlcal Visitors.” These undertook the treatment of
lgrsuns suffering from the epidemic who might apply
to them at any tune by night or by day, and were autho-
rized to order nurses, clothing, nmlnsiment stimulants,
disinfectants, or anything requisite for such treatment.
The Inﬂpectﬂra of Nuisances made house to house visita-
tion, effected the removal of any existing nuisance, a.nd
directed the attention of the Medical 51511}01‘3
cases of the disease they met with. They also furmshed
me with samples of any waters which appeared to them
objectionable, and in this way I ascertained that a large
quantity of unwholesome Welrwater was still E:xtensi?:ﬁ
used. ey supplied disinfectants from a depdt in the
centre of the town to all applicants needing them. Pla-
cards containing the names and addresses of the Medical
Visitors and of the Inspectors of Nuisances, were exten-
sively posted, informing the public of the armngements
made, and how assistance was to be obtained.

On the occurrence of a death from the epidemic,|the
corpse was placed in a coffin and surrounded with saw-
dust, and disinfectants, and removed to the Engine-house
on the Plain (temporarily converted into a dead-house),
from which interment was effected as speedily as possible.
Linen and blankets were immediately placed in disin-
fecting fluids, and the bed and bedding, 1f soiled, burnt.
(In such last named cases, compensation was made to the
owner according to a pre-determined value.) The rooms
were then purified by lime-whiting and disinfectants.
The relatives of the dead readily acquiesced in or forwarded
these arrangements, with but one exception, in which case
it became necessary to apply to the sitting magistrate for
a forthwith order for interment.

lication was made to the Vicar for permission to build
a dead house in the burial ground in South Street, but un-
fortunately met with a refusal. In reference to this subject,
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the following extract, from my Report, for 1859 shews the
same great necessity which now exists for a building of the
kind. “ On the occurrence of death in the family of the
“ Jabouring man, want of space often inflicts upon him or
“ some of his family the necessity of dwelling and even
““ sleeping in the presenceof the dead. It needs but the mind
“ to picture the room of death, as the one subservient to all
“ the purposes of domestic life, to realize the painful
“ incongruity of the circumstances. But there is stronger
“ cause for reflection. The presence of death from con-
“ tagious disease under such circumstances becomes, there
““is every reason to believe, a fruitful source for the
“ propagation of contagion. The most that the Medical
“ Officer of Health can at present do to obviate this evil
““ is, to endeavour to persuade the relatives of the dead to
“ procure as early an interment as possible. But such
“ advice is seldom acted upon, for the mind of every one
“ naturally revolts against any undue haste : moreover,
“ the coffin has to be made, and the convenience of the
“ undertaker and of others consulted. The remedy con-
“gists in the setting apart some small building, in a
“ convenient position, and as remote as possible from
“ dwellings, for the reception of those who have died under
“ the circumstances described, during the period inter-
“ vening death and interment.”

On reference to Table VIin the Appendix, it is seen that
a large amount of new sewers.and drains was constructed
during the past year—work of great and lasting benefit.
But a great sanitary defect, as was pointed out in my last
annual report, remains to mar the present otherwise excellent
system of drainage. I refer to the ventilation of the
sewers by means of openings into the streets, and often in
close proximity to houses. It is doubtless a very difficult
thil;%to obviate, but its great importance demands that
no efforts should be spared to find a remedy for it. There
can be no doubt that a continuous and sufficiently abun-
dant flow of water would, by preventing decomposition
and by absorbing gases, reduce the necessity for ventilation
to a minimum ; but such a flow cannot be obtained under
the present system of supply, which is still intermittent

B
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and very irregular. In the autumn of last year, the
Metropolitan Board of Works issued a circular letter, in-
viting an ex Eressinn of opinion upon the system of Water
supply to the Metropolis. The following embodies the
remarks I then made, and which, on account of the great
importance of the subject, I venture to repeat here. “1
“ would most strongly urge upon your notice the great
“ sanitary and economic benefits which would result from
““ a constant supply, and the consequent removal of the
“ necessity which at present exists for the use of cisterns,
“ butts, and other objectionable receptacles. The following
“ conditions also require consideration. Water for domestic
“ use is required for two distinet and very different purposes:
“ the one for dietetic, and the other ﬁv}r general sanitary
“ purposes, including drainage. The first—as shewn by
“ abundant evidence of the evil iufluence of impure water
“in the Cholera epidemic of 1854, and of the present
“ year—must of necessity be of the purest quality. The
“ requirements of the second would be fulfilled by ordinary
* unfiltered river water, or by sea water, and could be
“ gupplied in unlimited quantity for public baths, foun-
“ tains, the cleansing of streets, drainage, and all other
“ ganitary purposes. Under the present system the great
“ bulk of the water which has been purified by filtration
** for drinking use, and represénting much money, is lost
“ in being used for all other purposes than that for which
“ the expensive process of filtration is employed. As it is
- “ necessary for the Water Companies to economize such
“ expensive water to the utmost, the result is a necessity
““ for storage- - in itself an unnecessary and expensive evil
“ to the consumer—and a stint in the general supply,
“ gven to an insufficiency, for the purpose of drainage.
“ Looking to these conditions, it becomes a matter for
“ consideration whether a sufficient Bllp}ély of the purest
“ water for drinking use only, could not be nbt&ineg from
“ the chalk strata by Artesian borings, the general supply
“ for drainage, and all other sanitary purposes being fur-
“ nished by ordinary river water, or by sea water. In
“ the employment of such a system of distribution, a
“ necessity would exist for a double system of pipes, but
“ the expense of these would be amply compensated for
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CLAPHAM.

Upon the table with which I have usually commenced
my annual report, but few comments need be offered, but
I would beg to draw attention for a moment to the unusual
number of marriages a,p].ﬂearing in the register during the
year 1866. Although these marriages somewhat fluctuate
in number for a few years between 1856 and 1859, the
remainder of the table exhibits a very gradual increase
from the year last named down to the present time, when
it will be seen that the number rather more than doubles
that of 1856, showing most incontestably the progressively
prosperous condition of the locality, conducing by the
abundance of food and no want of employment to the
marriages referred to.

MARRIAGES, BIRTHS, AND DEATHS.

YEARS 1856 | 1857 | 1858 | 1859 | 1860 | 1861 | 1862 | 1263 | 1864 | 1865 | 1866

Marriages | 154 151 150 156 183 182 175 | 181 227 291 310
Births 527 B50 | 533 504 608 624 | 622 | G685 | @40 707 711
Deaths 286 821 844 | 3928 | 420 p 890 | 843 355 408 393 | 425
Exceas of]

Births over

Deaths ...| 241 220 ] 189 | 266 | 179 | 284 | 279 | 830 | 232 al4 288

In this table is shown that a continuous inerease in the
number of births has also taken place since 1856, and that
it has been unusually large in both the
and 1866, thus affording another indication of the general
prosperous condition of the inhabitants,

Statistics of Mortality.—With so 1
population as must have taken place within the last few
years, it 1s but reasonable to expect a corresponding annual
increase in the number of deaths.

past years, 1865

an increase of

The increase of the past year over the rate of the pre-
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ceding one (1865)is 32, a somewhat large excess it is true ;
but still, taking into consideration the recent epidemie, the
very variable temperature of the summer months, and the
excessive cold of a greater portion of the winter of 1866, it
can hardly excite surprise that such an exceptional year
should give rise to an exceptional mortality.

The deaths registered in the sub-district during 1866,
were 425—males 183, females 242—thus showing an ex-
cess, rather unusual, on the side of the female sex, of 59.
In 1865 the excess was on the male side by 7 deaths.

The births in the year were T1l—males 343, females
368—the females thus exceeding the males by 25, but not
by any means restoring the balance of the sexes, or the
loss sustained by death on the female side, in the same
year.

The excess of births over deaths is 286, which of course
ives the natural increase of the population of the year.
hat the average yearly increase by immigration may
have been for the last six years, it is not possible to exactly
determine, nor can it be accurately ascertained until after
another census., Taking into account, however, the number
of new houses that have been finished and occupied during
even the last twelve months, it may, I think, be fairly
assumed, without any féar of exaggeration, that the increase
of the past year by new residents is quite,equal to the
natural increase.

Upon this caleulation then, the inhabitants of this Sub-
district in 1866, I calculate, could not have fallen very
far short of 24,500. The deaths during the year
having been 425, it follows that the mortuary rate
must %ave been as near as possible 18 per 1000 ivinti;
but this, considering the past year was marked by the
prevalence of much choleraic disease, and by an unusual
amount of sickness from pulmonary and tubercular maladies,
is not so high as might have been reasonably anticipated.

In the table which follows will be found a succinet
record of the classified causes of all deaths that occurred
within the parish in 1866, with the age, sex, and social
position of the deceased persons :—-
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Ages at Death—Social Position of the Deceased, de.—
The mortality amongst children, it will be seen, has
exceeded that of 1865 by 22 deaths, the respective numbers
of deaths between birth and 10 years of age having been
in the two years 179 and 201.

1t will be seen, however, that most of the deaths due to
Zymotic diseases were of very young children, amounting
to the large number of 81 under 10 years of age. The
table also exhibits a rather unusual circumstance, namely,
that of the persons who succumbed to the late epidemic,
whether of Cholera or Diarrheea, only 2 adults, one Eetween
40 and 60, and the other between 60 and 80 years of age,
are to be found on the register of the year I am speakin
of. At the opposite extreme of life, the number regiﬂtereﬁ
as having sunk from pure infirmity of age, without the
mention of any other important cause ter‘:ﬁing to shorten
existence, was 35, or one more than was recorded in 1865.
Of those who died between 60 and 90 years, of some well
marked disease, and whose deaths were so certified by
their medical attendants, there are recorded as many as 63,
thus making up in the aggregate a somewhat large mor-
tality of persons in advanced life. A winter so severe and
changeable as was that of 1866, has seldom been witnessed,
and, as a consequence, many :e;lclﬂrlJf persons succumbed to
bronchial and lung affections, of an intensity which a milder
season would not have rendered nearly so distressing, or
so fatal.

The social positions of the persons whose deaths are
recorded in the register of 1866, are thus defined :—280
industrial or labouring class, 118 middle or trading class,
27 vprofessional or merchant class, but not one of the
nobility, by reason perhaps of their not being resident In
this Sub-district in suofficient numbers to influence the
death rate to any appreciable extent.

Seeing how greatly the working classes outnumber the
other sections of the community, and that they nearly
double the other classes combined, it can hardly be expected
that other than a very high death rate amongst them must
always mark the mortuary records of this densely populated
town. :
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It is not however very satisfactory to find that the
deaths from Zymotic diseases, amongst the class 1 am
speaking of, more than double those of the other classes
combined, and this in the proportion of 72 to 24 in the
register of the past year. The cause of this disparity of
numbers must be obvious enough, but it is to be regretted
notwithstanding, and should certainly urge us to increased
exertions in the promotion of all those sanitary proceedings
that are likely, i the slightest degree, to improve the
moral and social status of the industrious poor.

Zymotic Diseases, their prevalence and futality.—The
following table will show at a glance the epidemic maladies
that have proved fatal in this parish during the year, as
well as the relative numbers of deaths from each classified
cause in eleven years, from 1856 to 1866.

Years. | 1856 | 1857 | 1858 | 1859 | 1860 | 1861 | 1862 | 1863 | 1864 | 1865 | 1866
Small-pox.| 1 0 1 ] 6 f 1 11 3 7 10
Measles ...| 14 2 14 2 20 0 é 24 12 7 18
Scarlatina.| 9 8 25 26 24 22 13 28 11 11 6
Diphtheria] 0 0 ] ] 6 13 3 1 2 4 5
Whooping-

cough ... 4 13 13 6 21 14 14 9 10 15 14
Typhus ...| 4 T 11 12 ] 5 8 6 14 11 16
Diarrhea 4 27 16 11 5 11 7 16 11 20 g

Torars ...| 386 57 50 G4 91 76 22 a5 63 ] B2

* The 17 deaths here recorded comprehend the 4 deaths from Cholera that took place
during the year.

It will be seen that Small-pox still holds a prominent
place, in respect to numbers, in this table, and that 10
deaths are recorded as being due to this disease, which 1Is
three more than were recorded in the register of 1865. The
deaths from Measles have also inereased from 7 to 18,
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Fever from 11 to 16 ; but it 1s somewhat remarkable that
the deaths from Diarrheea, notwithstanding the Cholera
visitation of the past year, have diminished, the relative
numbers in the two years being 20 in 1865, and only 13
in 1866, making a difference of 7 in favour of the cholera

year.

With regard to Small-pox, I can only repeat the obser-
vation made in my last report, to the effect, that the
scepticism of thoughtless and unreflecting persons still
proves as great a drawback as ever to the proper employment
of vaceination,

I may here mention, that although the births of 711
children were registered in the Sub-district in 1866, the
parents of 274 only sought the performance of the operation
at my hands, as the Public Vaccinator, in that year, and
even of these 22 were re-vaccinations, and as many as 30
first vaccinations of persons varying in age from 2 to 16
years, many of the latter ha,ving been doubtless frightened
into a compliance with the law by hearing of, or witnessing,
the sufferings of their relatives, friends, or neighbours, ill
of the disease.

The deaths from Fever in 1866 have been more numerous
than in any of the previous 10 years referred to in the
table, and this may possibly be owing, as suggested by one
of my colleagues, to the generation of some peculiar
miasma by a combination of influences in uctive operation
whilst new sewers and drains are being constructed on a
large scale. This theory is rendered all the more probable
by the fact that in Putney, on the completion of the town
portion of the great intercepting sewer and its contributary
drainage, the deaths from Fever fell from 8 in the year
1865 to one only in 1866, and further, that the number of
cases of this malady treated amongst the union poor fell
from 29 in 1666 to none in the year under review, which
is a very remarkable circumstance.

I look forward with strong hopes of being able, at no
distant day, to report a similar result in my own Sub-district
upon the completion of the remaining portion of the drain-
age, which the authorities have wisely resolved to carry out
in econnection with the great intercepting sewer.
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I cannot conclude this part of my report without saying

a few words upon the invasion of this Sub-district by
Cholera and Diarrheea during a portion of the past year.
I have already referred to the fact that the deaths due to
Diarrhcea (most of the cases of which were of a choleraic
character) were less numerous than in 1865. Of actual
Cholera, 4 persons are recorded as having died during
the year in this parish, 3 of the deaths being of children
under 10, and 1 of an adult between 40 and 60 years of
age. The number of cases of both Cholera and Choleraic
Diarrheea treated, during the prevalence of the epidemic in
this Sub-district, was not perhaps so large as in some of
the previous cholera years ; but there are recorded m the
Medical Relief Book, amongst the poor alone, the treatment
in 1866 of as many as 140 patients with Diarrhcea, and 31
with Cholera. T am pleased to report, however, that 5 only
of this class of patients died of both forms of the epidemic,
viz. 3 of Diarrheea, and 2 of Cholera. But for the prompt
and efficient organization of a staff of Medical Visitors, the
arrangements made for the treatment of bad cases, and the
numerous precautions taken to prevent the spread of the
infection, there is no reason to doubt but that the fears
Ender&d by the presence of the disease would have been
ized to a much greater extent than proved to be the
case.

I cannot suffer this opportunity to pass without ex-
pressing my satisfaction at the energy displayed by the
able Surveyor of this Sub-district, as well as by the Sanitary
Inspectors who were employed to assist in carrying out
the Order in Council. There was indeed, an amount of
co-operation among all the officials concerned that greatly
added to the efficiency of the measures adopted, and my
especial thanks are due alike to all who were concerned
with me in carrying out these measures.

The question now is, would it not be a wise policy to be
fully and always prepared to do effective battle with such
a foe? My own opinion is that a thorough and well sus-
tained system of scavengering, and a good and constant
water supply are, of all the means in the power of the
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Authorities to adopt, the most important to be considered
in anticipation of a further outbreak, of which it is said
there have been already some few indications abroad, as

well as in portions of our great and ever-extending Metro-
polis.

Sickness and Mortality among the out-door Union Poor.
—Table V. in the appendix sufficiently indicates all that
need be said upon this portion of my report. The pro-
portion of deaths to cases treated was last year (1865) 43
in 1056. In the present table the deaths are 60 in 1115
cases treated. In neither year is the per centage large, or
by any means unusual.

Accidental, Sudden, and Suspicious Deaths— Inquests.—
To the comments I have offered upon this subjeet in former
reports I have little to add, further than to state that 19
‘Coroner’s Inquests were held in the parish during 1866, on
the bodies of persons of various ages dying suddenly, by
accident, or under circumstances of more or less suspicion,
and that in many of these cases the inquiries were con-
ducted and verdicts arrived at with the same indifference
as formerly to medical evidence, or to that testimony
which one would imagine could alone meet the requirements
of the Registration Act, and, as a consequence, contribute
to the prevention of crime.

Sanitation during the Year.—~The table No. VI in the
appendix requires perhaps less comment than any other,
whether local or general, that has been inserted in this
report. It is replete with such information that cannot
fﬂ-ﬁ to impress everyone who may consult it with the con-
viction that there has been no lack of energy on the part
of the authorities in this or any other Sub-district, in
endeavouring to accomplish as many of those reforms as
possible, which the legal powers deputed to them will
enable them to prosecute, and which modern science has
shown us to be both practicable and necessary as a means
of rendering ourselves more healthy. Besides the sanitation
referred to in the Table, which has been unusually extensive
during the past year, it is fit I should state that all the
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BATTERSEA.

The following is a brief summary of the sanitary events of
1866, together with the wsual and necessary statistics by
which to judge of the condition of the publi¢ health of the
Sub-district in the year referred to. jIJ'he year 1866 was
marked by the prevalence i this locality of a large
amount of disease, still, I am ha{.')pj" to say that the death-

rate has been 4 in 1000 living, less than in the previous
year.

It must be recollected, that Battersea is very pecu-
liarly circumstanced ; first, in having become a very
large manufacturing district, and, secondly, in having a
labouring population daily and hourly enlarging, not only
by natural increase, but b immigration, to an extent that
would be hardly ere&ite(fv did not the parochial records
fully bear out the assertion.

The present population of the parish is variously esti-
mated. By many, the number of inhabitants is considered
to quite double that of the last census taken in 1861, and
there are those who go even beyond this, and who, basin
their calculations upon the number of houses
within the last few years, and inhabited for the most part
almost as soon as erected, assert that the number of in-
habitants must largely exceed the above estimate.

In the table that follows will be found as usual a record
of the number of deaths under every classified cause, as

well as the sex, ages, and social positions of the deceased
persons,
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STATISTICS OF MORTALITY.
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Number of Births and Deaths, Rate of Movtality &e.—-
The deaths registered in the past year, it will be seen,
numbered 1,002, Males, 531 ; females, 471. As many
as 137 of these deaths occurred in the Union Workhouse
situated in this parish, but 93 of which were of persons
not belonging to the parish. If these be deducted from
the general total, it will, of course, reduce the mortality
proper to the parish to 909.

The births during the same period were 1,386 ; males,
757, females, 629. The excess of births over the deaths
proper to the parish is therefore 476, which last number
gives the natural increase of the population,

In view of these statistics, and assuming the population
to have doubled itself since 1861, it would place the death
rate at a fraction over 25 per 1,000 living.* For an ex-
ceptional year, especially so as regards the fatality of
many of the worst diseases that could befall a population
such as that of Battersea, this is not, perhaps, a higher
rate than might have been reasonably anticipated, but
‘certainly far too high at which to express any great
amount of satisfaction.

Zymotic Diseases—Diseases of this class, it will be
observed, hold a very prominent position in the table as
regards the number of deaths. Small pox, it is trae,
furnished in the past year less deaths by 2 to the mor-
tuary register than it did to that of 1865, and Scarlet
Fever 13 less ; but under all the other principal maladies
of this class, the mortality is shewn to have been much
greater than the average, and to have exceeded to a very
considerable extent that of the previous year. In the
aggregate, the deaths from the seven principal Zymotic

* This assumption of the increase of population, and the consequent death-rate,
is fiunded on some valuable and reliable statistics furnished by the Board's able
Surveyor for Bat'ersea, Mr, Buckham—He fin 's that since 1859, and down to the
present time, 3,302 houses have been erected in the Parish. This gives an average for
the 8 years of about 412 new Iu}useuiper year, which for the six years from 1861 to
1866, inclusive, (and in the former of these years the Census gave 19,852 as the
population) would amount to 2,672 houses, If, then, an average of 7 persuns be
taken as the inmates of each house, it would give the large number of 18,004 addi-
tional inhabitants from this spurce alone. Add to this a portion only of the natural
increase for the six years, as shown by the excess of births over deaths, and the
statement that the population has quite doubled itself since 1861, is fully borne out.
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diseases in 1866, will have been in excess of those of 1865
by as many as 66—the difference being more particularly
ﬁgaervable under Measles, Diphtheria, Whooping Cough,
and Choleraie disease,

Mortality from ordinary diseases (not Zymotic) and
other causes.—The above table also shews, that under
almost every form of ordinary disease there was an excess
of deaths in 1866 over the numbers registered in 1865.
In the aggregate it will be found that the deaths during
the past year due to the non-epidemic class of diseases
exceeded those of the previous one by 130. The number
dying of Tubercular Disease was likewise very great.
From Pulmonary Phthisis alone there were as many as 84
deaths. The excess of deaths from all causes of the past
over the previous year is 229,

The deaths from violence and from causes apart from
actual disease, numbered also a great many. There were
37 Coroner’s Inquests held in the Sub-district during the

t year, in six of which only were the deaths found to
me been “ natural.” At the remaining 31 inquests, 6
persons were found to have been struck down by loco-
motives on the railways that intersect this parish, 8
received mortal injuries from falls and other accidents, 5
were accidentally drowned, 2 appear to have committed
suicide by immersion in the water, 6 were found dead iIn
the water and elsewhere, under circumstances of greater or
less suspicion, 2 deaths were due to burns and scalds, 1 to
want and privation, and in one case a verdict of man-
slaughter against some person or persons unknown was
returned.

Ages at Death, &e.—The mortality of young persons
under 10 years of age has, I regjt to report, considerably
increased. Of the 1,002 deaths, as many as 600, or
greatly more than one half, were of children varying in
age from a few hours after birth to 10 years, a lar
number (206) being of infants who had not reached the

first year of their existence.

This great mortality amongst infants and children 1s
very characteristic of a large labouring population, amongst
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which class indifference to the domestic requirements of
infancy, improvident and dirty habits, and overcrowding
are always to be greatly deplored, but for which, it is
acknowledged by all, to be very difficult to find a remedy
that shall be very speedy in its operation, or very lasting
in 1its eftects.

Amongst those who have succumbed to old age or
natural decay (43) without the registration of any other
causes of death, 2 appear in the table as bordering on 60,
19 between 60 and 80, and 22 over 80, the oldest person
amongst the latter having reached his 94th year. The
deaths of this aged person took place in the Union Work-
house, in which institution three others succumbed during
the year at ages over 90, and a large number between 80
and 90.

Sickness and Mortality amongst the Union Poor.—To
ascertain the prevailing diseases amongst the out-door
Union poor, as well as their fatality during the past year,
Table \g., Appendix, need only to be consulted, and it will
be seen that the ratio of deaths to the cases treated is
very small, being only 35 in 1,286. It will be seen how-
ever that amongst the labouring ov industrial class gene-
rally (which in the table includes the Union poor), the
deaths just exactly double those of the three other
classes enumerated in the columns referring to social

ition, and this very pointedly indicates to what parts of
the Sub-district sanitary proceedings should be more
particularly directed.

Sanitation during the year.—Referring to Table VI. in
the Appendix, it will be scarcely necessary to point to the
fact of the amount of sanitary work having been very
considerable during the year, and the description of work
of the greatest possible importance, especially in the
matter of sewerage.

As many as 2,649 inspections of houses and premises
were made, resulting, it will be seen, in the cleansing and
repair of 203 unwholesome houses, to the construction, in
connection with the main sewer, of 637 drains, to the
abolition of 105 cesspools, and to the supply of water to

1,247 houses.
C
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In the poorer localities during the prevalence of the late
epidemic, many houses were white-hmed, fumigated, and
otherwise disinfected by the most approved means, and in
some dirty and impoverished habitations, where Cholera
and Small-pox had existed, the beds, bedding, and furni-
ture were destroyed, and clean and more wholesome
articles of domestic comfort and necessity substituted. .
This proceeding (as indeed were all the other proceedings
of the Local Authorities to meet the E:rnergenc_g'eand carry
out the Order in Council) I have reason to believe, was
attended with the best results in arresting the spread of
the infection.

A large quantit}* of diseased meat and of food unfit for
human consumption was seized and destroyed, and in
some instances, a fine was inflicted on the vendors by the
magistrate.

The slaughter and cow houses throughout the Sub-dis-
trict, I need hardly say, received the usual attention, and
a report of their condition at the time of the application
for, and the renewal of licenses, was made to the Board.

I have only to add my often repeated opmnion, that to
secure satisfactory and lasting results from the sanitary
proceedings resolved upon, or already put in force in this
parish, the water supply on the constant system, as well
as the scavengering and general improvement of those
localities inhabited by the labouring classes, should
oceupy the constant and unremitting attention of the
authorities.

WM. CONNOR,
Medical Officer of Health for the Sub-district of Battersea.
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STREATHAM,

INCLUDING

TOOTING AND BALHAM.

For the eleventh time since the Local Management Act
came into operation, a brief summary of the sanitary pro-
ceedings of this Sub-district, and of its hygienic condition,
18 submitted.

The Mortuary Table accompanying each contribution
to the Health Officer’'s annual report is so constructed as
to afford an amount of information that renders any very
]en ened comments upon it wholly unnecessary. It is

owever, I should remark, that IBEﬁ to a detail of
tha rincipal sanitary events in which year this report
will be confined, was maa-keci by a less satisfactory con-
dition of the public health thau has been noted as its
average state for the previous ten years, a higher rate of
mortality and an increased amount of sickness having
characterised the entire period.

In my last report I had the satisfaction of noting a
much lower death-rate, one indeed below that of the
preceding year by as many as 27 deaths. In the present
report the table of mortality exhibits an increased rate
over that of 1865 by 18 deaths.

It is, however, in the number of deaths due to Zymotic
diseases that this increase is most marked. There were in
1865 but 29 deaths rvegistered from epidemic maladies.
In the present table they are found to amount to 38, and
this is far higher, if we except the year 1859 (when the
number was also 38) than has been observed in any year
since 1856, the year in which the Medical Officers of
Health of the Wandsworth District commenced their

duties.
c2
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Tt is satisfactory to find that whilst there has been a
decided increase of deaths over those registered in 1863,
in respect to Small Pox, Whooping Cough, Croup, Fever
and Choleraic Disease, there has been a considerable
decrease in the mortality from Measles, Scarlatina, and
Diphtheria during the past year.

The deaths due to diseases of the Respiratory Organs
are, I regret to say, just double those registered in 1865,
the tables of the two reports exhibiting an increase from
20 in 1865 to 40 in the past year. There is some increase
also in the deaths frem Tubercular Disease, for to Phthisis
alone 16 persons succumbed during 1866.

I have before remarked that this Sub-district has been
long noted for the longevity of its inhabitants: we ac-
cordingly find that 13 persons died in the past year
of old age alone, several of whom were bordering on 80
years, and about an equal number over that age, ome

female having reacled the advanced period of life of 100
years,

Of the deaths of children, I regret to say I cannot
report, so favourably as T was enabled to do in 1865 ; for
iv will be seen by a reference to the following table that
as many as (5 between birth and 10 years of age died in
1866, which is 18 above the mortality registered in the
previous year. I must now refer to the table itself to
show that many other note-worthy facts and circumstances
may be gathered from it having no slight bearing upon
the present sanitary condition of the Sub-district.
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Increase of Population, Death Rate, dc.—There are
ood grounds for believing that the increase of the popu-
ation of the parishes comprising this Sub-district has been
very considerable since my last annual report was sub-

mitted.

The excess of births over deaths for the past year is
110, and I calculate if only the same number 1s added for
increase by immigration in the same period, it would
place the population at about 11,300 for 1866. The
registered deaths then being 173, or 22 only over the
number of the preceding year, it follows that a very small
increase in the per centage of deaths to population has to
be noted. In iy last report the death-rate was estimated
at 13 per 1,000 persons living. Even allowing my present
estimate of the number of inhabitants to be somewhat foo
large, which I do not think is the case, I consider it would
be giving the widest possible margin for any such over-
estimate to put the death rate for 1866 at 15 per 1,000
living, and as it cannot possibly exceed that, I cannot
avoid saying I think it most satisfactory to be enabled to
keep our mortuary rate below that of many a rural
Toc&ty which, with a rate of even 17 per 1,000, is looked
upon as holding a high place amongst the model parishes

of England.

It is with much satisfaction also that T refer to the fact,
as evidenced by the social position columns of the table of
mortality, of the deaths occurring amongst the industrious
or labouring classes in 1866 being less than those amongst
the three cﬁsses above them. In most localities, in con-
sequence no doubt of the poor being found in much larger
numbers than in this Sub-district, the preponderance of
deaths is greatly on the side of the working population.
The Streatham Sub-district. however, presents in this
respect a very marked exception.

Sickness and Mortality amongst the Union Poor.—Table
Wi Atgpendix, exhibits both the number of cases treated,
and the number of deaths that occurred during the year
amongst the parish poor. It also shows the character of
the diseases most prevalent amongst this class of persons.
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Looking at the small proportion of deaths to cases treated,
the Union Medical Officers may be fairly congratulated
upon the success of their administrations. There were, it
appears, 21 deaths in 211 cases. It is true this is rather
beyond the average of the previous ten years, but still is
no less favourable than was the ratio of the preceding
year, when the number of deaths to cases treated was 16
1 183.

During the prevalence of the Cholera epidemic, the
poor of this Sub-district appear to have suffered but very
slightly, at all events, the Medical Relief Books do not
tell of any victims, amongst the pauper population, of either
Diarrheea or Cholera,

I may here remark that every precaution was taken in
this locality to prevent the spread of the disease, and that
all the assistance it was in the power of the authorities to
render the profession in their treatment of the epidemie,
was liberally and willingly afforded. The Special Meeting
of the Wandsworth Bnarciy of Works, to econsider the Order
in Council, took place on August 1st. The Vestry, or
Local Committee, to whom the Board delegated its powers
to act in the emergency, was called together shortly after-
wards, viz., on the 6th August, when every arrangement
was made, not only to put in force the law in respect to
the removal and abatement of nuisances, but for the adop-
tion of all other measures that seemed advisable under
the circumstances, with what effect the statistics I have
already referred to will show. The appointment of an
Assistant Sanitary Inspector, who was very energetic in
his work, was attended by the best results.

Sanitation of the year.—1 need only refer the reader to
Table VI. in the Appendix to show that the amount of
accomplished sanitary work was greater during 1866 than
during any year since operations were commenced under
the Act for the Better Management of the Metro olis,
and that this Sub-district has been behind none of the
others in the promotion cf improvements conducing to the
health of the inhabitants.
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PUTNEY AND ROEHAMPTON,

In the absence of any really available and universal
record of sickness in strictly private medical practice, it is
of course impossible to measure the exact amount of disease
that has occurred within a given period in any locality,
but there can be no doubt the intensity of such maladies
as may have prevailed in any particular year can be deter-
mined with tolerable accuracy by considering them in
connexion with their fatality., If this be done with due
regard to the age, sex, and social position of every person
dying within the Sub-district, the annual record will become
all the more valuable as a means of determining many a
question of sanitary and social policy that might otherwise
escape consideration.

The accompanying table of mortality, the form being
the same as t%a.t employed in these reports for a number
of years past, is so arranged as to afford all the requisite
details of every death that has been registered within the
parish in the 52 weeks comprising the year 1866.

Another important feature of this form of table 1s the
facility it affords for comparing the statistics of one period
with those of another, and for determining also the correct
averages for any given series of years.

The table in other respects is valuable, particularly in
furnishing reliable data upon which to calculate periodically
the -local mortuary rates, as well as each year to assist in
ascertaining the proportion which the deaths bear to popu-
lation, and the ratio of the mortality from Zymotic diseases
to that from all causes.
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Assuming the Enpulatmn of this sub-district to lave
increased only at the ordinary rate of the 10 years between
1851 and 1861 the presentta.ble will, when compared with
those of previous years, show that the deaths have not
increa.ancf, in the same ratio.

In a year marked by the prevalence of such diseases as
those of Cholera and Diarrheea, an increase in the number
of deaths was to be expected, but the 121 deaths registered
n 1866, will be found to yield a rate by no means exceeding
the average of any previous decennial Yermd if the usual
correction be made for nicrease of population

The excess of births over deaths in the past year was
104, which furnishes an unusual addition to the population,
bemg 28 beyond the number for the previous year, when
the excess was but 76. 'The average yearly excess of the
five years preceding 1866, was 71. Putting then the
increase by immigration at Dn]y one half of that- of the
natural increase, the death rate of the past year would
hardly reach the average point at which it has been shown
to stand for some years past, viz.: about 16 per 1,000
living. The mean annual death-rate of the 10 years pre-
ceding the one in which the census was last taken, was
16 19 per 1,000 and since then there are good grounds for
believing it has undergone some considerable diminution.
Nothing therefore can be more satisfactory than these
Eta.tmtms as an indication of the persistently favnurab]e
condition of the public health of this parish.

But few further comments need be made upon the
mortuary table, but the points of interest which it discloses
may be thus very briefly summarized :—

1. Of the 121 deaths, a slight excess appears on the
side of the weaker sex, in the proportion of 64 females to
57 males.

2. Compared with the number in the report for 1865,
the infants and children dying and hem egmtered at t]ua
respective ages of “under one year,” m 1 to 5 years,”
and “from 5 to 10 years,” are equal as to the first of these
periods, in excess of 5 as to the second, and less by 3
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as to the last. In the aggregate, that is to say, from
birth to 10 years of age, the numbers that have succambed
are more by 2 in 1860 than in the previous year.

3. In respect to deaths from the Zymotic class of
diseases, two only iexgpear on the register of 1866, above
the number recorded in the previous report.

4. Apart from the deaths registered as due to Choleraic
Disease, (Cholera and Diarrheea,) which were 5 in number,
the six other principal epidemic maladies were much less
fatal in 1866 than in the previous year, if we except
Measles, to which 8 deaths are registered as being due, or
rather to Pneumonia, which the severity of the season
caused to follow the eruption in nearly all the cases that
had a fatal termination,

5. A further comparison of the table of 1865 with that
in the present report, exhibits the gratifying fact, that the
deaths resulting from diseases of the Tubercular class, have
very considerably diminished, and that whilst there is to
be noticed a very slight increase in the mortality from
Diseases of the Brain and Nervous System, the deaths from
Affections of the Lungs ‘exclusive of Phthisis) have been
less by one than in 1865, though rather over the average
of the previous 10 years. Seeing what an inclement winter
markeg the year 1866, a much larger number of deaths
_mighthave been anticipated from diseases of the Respiratory
Organs,

The deaths due to Pulmonary Phthisis were, in 1865, as
many as 24, but in the past year they fell to 13, which is
a much less number than has been registered for some

ears past. During the previous 3 years, the deaths from
hthisis were respectively 17, 15, and 24.

6. Considering the many and active influences always
at work in poor ana crowded neighbourhoods in intensifying
all diseases, the deaths amongst the working classes, com-
pared with the number recorded as having taken place
among the three classes above them, are not by any means
unusually disproportionate, 70 of the former to 51 of the
latter being the figures appearing in that part of the
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mortality table which marks the social position of the
deceased persons. In my earlier reports the disproportion
in this respect was shown to be very great, and almost
always appeared very much more to the disadvantage of
the labouring population than at present. In the year
1865, the incidence of the death-rate was even reversed,
and the three classes above that comprehending those en-
gaged in manual labour, showed by far the greatest number
of deaths, in the proportion of 61 to 54.

Zymotie Diseases.—The following table, a similar one to
which has been employed in several annual reports,
exhibits the proportion of deaths due to Zymotic diseases
to deaths from 5.1 causes in the pastand 10 previous years.

: g & 3 L5
E § | &z FENE
- L
- E_E o EEE
YEARS. i %:3 §,;,m‘"§ )
Qs E
17 | § i} [§e4d1
ét... zﬁlﬁ 80 EE 88 fj
1856 92 13 141
1657 88 7 79
1858 118 20 168
1859 119 26 210
1860 86 3 34
1861 124 21 169
1862 107 138 121
1863 120 29 29-4
1864 121 11 a0
1865 115 11 05
1866 121 1 16 124

The excess of deaths from the seven principal epidemics
over the number registered in 1865 is by no means great,
and is only one and a fraction above the average of the
previous 10 years.

It is necessary to state that the 16 deaths in 1866, noted

in the above table, includes the mortality from Cholera as
well as from Diarrhcea.

Small-pox, I am pleased to report, obtained no vietims



46

in this Sub-district in 1866, but since the expiration of the
year several cases are understood to have come under
treatment, more especially in private practice, and it is
believed, chiefly amongst the un-vaccinated.

Of 225 children born in the Sub-district during the past
year, the registration of 111 cases of successful public
vaccination appears to have been accomplished in that year.
How many of those born in the parish in 1866, (whose names
in connexion with this important operation do not appear
in the local register of the year,) may have had, or will ﬂave,
the vaccine lymph inserted by other hands than those of
the Public Vacecinator, it is impossible to say. The regis-
tration of all births and of all vaccinations should be made
equally mm{mlanry on parents and guardians, or every
attempt at legislation on the subject must fail of its
purpose.* | -

* There is not perhaps a matter in the whole range of a Sanitary Officer's duties
demanding more attention than the proper fulfilment of the provisions of the Vacci-
nation Extension Acts. When the Registrar General's Returns for the Metropolitan
area are found to record, sometimes in a single week, and week after week, between
30 and 40 deaths from Small-Pox, it becomes important that erroneous views regarding
the description of persons who can legitimately clain gratuitous vaceination and
registration at the hauds of the Public Vaccinator, should be combatted, hence no
apology is needed for again alluding to the mischievous promulgation (still persisted in
in this and other districts) of a motion that public vaceination ean mean only the
vaccination of the chi'dren of the Uniom Foor! Of course, it waz never contem-
plated that persons in a superior eondition of life should under the Vaccination
Acts, claim anything of the Public Vaccinator gratuitouvsly, beyond the insertion
of the vaccine lymph, and the zubsequent registration of tlfa succesaful operation ;
but the following letter recently sddressed to one of the Medical Journals, by
a gentleman who authenticates his statement by his name and address, certainly bears
out, in the fullest possible manner, the declaration of the Poor Law Board, made
through one of their officers, that “ Every person, of whatever and condition of
E:'{e, may take his child to the Public Vaccinator to be Vaccinated; for the provisions of
the Vaccination Acta are not confined to the poor, but extend to all classes of society."—

“ About four years ago, Mr. Btevens, one of the Government Vaccination

“ Inspectors, visiting this district (Kidderminster) asserted that I was in error in

% omitting to place my private patients on my account, explaining that the fee we were

“ paid was intended to include everyone, and considered as a registration fee more

“ than a fuee for a surgical operation. I have ever since maintained my legal right to

“ this fee. placing all my private patients on the vegister with the others. Mr. Stivens

# remarked that unleas we eutered the whole of our cases, it was imporsible for him

“ to arrive at auy satisfactory conelusion on comparing the number of births with

“ the number of vaccinations. I am sure many Public Vaccinators will be glad to

“ know this opinion.”-—Correspondent in the Lancet, July 20ih, 1867,

The amended Vaccination Act, which has racently passed both Houses of Parliament,
does not in any way vitiate thiz view of the question. The only material alteration
that has been made is, that parents and guardians will themselves be required to
register the snccessful operation through a certificate from their own private practitioner,
or from the Public Vaccinator, at their option. Until now it rested with the Vaccinator
to forward the certificate to the local Registrar, and no responsibility whatever was
imposed upon the parent in respect to registration.
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The deaths from Cholera and Diarrhcea during the year
were remarkably few. From the weekly returns received
from the Medical Practitioners of the Sub-distiict during the
continuance of the epidemic (about 9 weeks) it appears that
nearly 250 cases of Diarrheea and 3 of Cholera came under
treatment. Two of the cases of the last named disease
were described in the returns as “ English Cholera,” but
the third was indisputably of the most malignant character,
and proved fatal in a few hours after the development of
the more prominent symptoms which so well mark this
most distressing malady. The deaths registered as due to
the epidemic were 5 only, viz.: 4 from Diarrhcea, and the
one fﬁ}m Cholera just referred to.

The measures adopted, both medical and hygienic, to
meet the requirements of the Order in Council, were prompt,
and it 1s believed, judging from the slight mortality which
resulted from the epidemic, effective. e house to house
visitation, with the view to the removal of nuisances, and
the detection of cases in their incipient, and therefore more
curable stages, was energetically carried out, and the action
of the local authorities in affording the Medical Officer of
Health, the Surveyor, and the Inspector, every support
and assistance in the discharge of their respective £1ti€ﬂ
was satisfactory. Dismfectants were liberally furnished
in all cases neeamg their employment ; nearly all the well
waters of the Sub-district were submitted to a qualitative
analysisand microscopic examination ; the Local Committee
and the Board were kept duly informed of the progress of
the epidemic; and it is believed there was nothing left
untried that was in the remotest degree calculated to lessen
the virulence of the disease, and to restore those who suffered
from it to health. I have to thank the Local Committee
for the approval they have been pleased to express, and to
enter on t}l;eir minutes, of my own individual endeavours
to meet the exigencies of the oceagion.

Sickness and Mortality amongst the Union Poor.—It
will be seen by consulting Table V. Appendix, that the
deaths (18) during the past year amongst the union poor,
have heen few in number compared with the number of
cases treated (418.)
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Some irquiries having been recently made of the Poor
Law Medical Officers of the Metropolis, having reference to
the establishment of local infirmaries or hospitals for the
special treatment of Small-pox and Fever amongst the indi-
gent classes, in accordance with the provisions of the new Poor
Law Act, information was asked of me relative to the num-
ber of cases of the above named diseases that would be, on
an average, likely to require isolation and treatment away
from the houses of the patients at any one time during any
year. To enable me to assist the Union Medical Officer
of this parish to make the required return, I drew up the
following table, which I believe will supply, as far as this
Sub-distriet is concerned, every fact of importance that may
be needed to decide the question referred to.

Table showing the number of deaths among all classes
from Small Pox and Fever in the Sub-district of Putney
and Roehampton during 11 years, from 1856 to 1866
(both inclusive) ; also the number of cases treated and
the number of deaths that have occurred from these
diseases among the out-door Union poor exclusively,
during the same periods :—

SMALL POX. FEVER.
Amongst th Amongst the
E:-“?‘E I.r;:ﬁon Pm? 1 E:hnt?l: l.'.h:ig;mg Poor
Years mm.un:it IE:;,,.“' g Yoars :mmgn !li:n. of o
duses | O | Deschn ciasses | 100568, | Deachs
1856 1856 3 27 2
1857 - 1857 5 21
1858 1858 2 23
1859 1850 (i1 13 4
1860 4 1860 1 12 1
1861 1 1861 2 410 1
1862 s 1 1842 2 27
1863 3 18 2 1865 2 27 1
1864 1 2 o 1264 1 20
1865 1 1865 & 29 2
1866 1866 1
Tutalﬂ. s 4 & ] 2 Tﬂ'tﬂh!,n 33 239 11

The first portion of the above Table shows that in 11
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years there were only 4 deaths from Small-pox amongst
all classes in this parish. Also that 45 cases in the same
period were treated by the Union Medical Officer, of which
two only proved fatal. There is reason to believe that
wany more than were removed of these 45 cases would
have been sent into hospital, had there existed greater
facilities for such removal, and had beds been always
available in the only institution in the metropolis for the

reception of poor patients labouring under this distressing
malady.

In like manner the second portion of the Table shows
that in the same 11 years 33 deaths from Fever took place
amongst all classes in this Sub-distriet, and that 239 poor
patients were treated by the Union Medical Officer, with
the result of only 11 deaths. In some of the larger
parishes of this Union a much greater number of both cases
and deaths occur yearly amongst the out-door poor; and
there can scarcely be two opinions respecting the expe-
diency of establishing local infirmaries or hospitals in
sufficient numbers to meet a want long felt in many of the
large and populous suburban districts.

A very note-worthy fact in connection with the above
Table may here be mentioned, viz., that a somewhat large
number of fever cases are shown to have annually occurred
before a system of efficient drainage in connection with the
great intercepting sewer was projected and completed in the
town portion of this parish, but since the accomplishment of
this necessary undertaking, at the latter part of 1865, the
malady referred to has claimed but a single vietim, and
further, that not a solitary case of this disease was treated,
nor a death due to the same registered, amongst the parish
poor, during the entire year of 1866 !

It is believed that nothing could better mark the benefits
derivable from judicious sanitation than the ecircumstance
here referred to, and costly though this measure of improve-
ment has unquestionably been (and it never should be lost
sight of that the execution of these extensive worksis made
compulsory on local authorities by an act of the legislature)
* - the ratepayers may be very fairly congratulated upon the
D
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two great results of the experiment—the saving of life, and
the diminution of suffering.

Sanitation, &c.—-Unusually great in amount, and of the
utmost importance in all its bearings upon the public
health of the Sub-district, has been the sanitary work ac-
complished during the past year, and detailed in Table
IV. of the Appendix. The completion of 22,914 feet of
new sewers is alone an event of such significance as to
mark the year 1866 as one of great sanitary progress in this
parish. The special appointment of a Sanitary Inspector
during the prevalence of the epidemie, who was continued
for some time after its departure, it will be likewise seen,
led to the removal or abatement of a large number of
nuisances of various kinds, as well as to a most thorough
inspection of the parish. This Inspector, who performed
his task with great care and energy, has left in my hands
a valuable record of his labours in the shape of an abstract
of his official reports, which cannot fail of being of con-
siderable service to me in the future exercise of my
funetions, In the abstract referred to, the one great sanitary
defect which appears to have manifested itself to this
Officer, as it had done frequently to myself before his in-
spections were commenced, was the indifferent water supply
in many localities. “No water to eloset,” “Closet and
pump in too close proximity,” « Water from Well very
bad,” are expressions that more frequently occur than
any others in the Inspector’s notes and in my own reports,
and it 1s ecertain that danger will ever attend this econdition
of things so long as the present system prevails, and the

supply of this great necessity of life, on the principle of
constant service, is withheld.*

* Many of the well waters of this parish are known to be singularly impure,
rendering a good supply from other sources a matter of great moment. The
analyses of some of these waters malde by the late Dr. Dundas Thompeon in
1854, and published along with several others in one of the Government Reports,
have been considered by several chemists of note as exhibiting uliarities
demanding great ecaution in their use, Dr. Phipson, the professor ugc;chemiatry,
thus writes to me on the subject.

“In the analyses of Putney well waters quoted in the valuable report on the
sanitary condition of the several parishes comprised in the Wandsworth District
gl_aﬂﬁ which I have read with much interest, the organic matter strikes me by its

igh figure. This is @ fact, however, but one which I cannot account for. It may









APPENDIX OF STATISTICAL TABLES.

TABLE 1.

Summary of Deaths and their Causes, registered in the Entire District during 1866,
classified according to Sex, Age, and Social Position, and showing also the relative Num-
bers in each Sub-Distriet.
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