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REPORT.

To the Board of Works for the Wandsworth District.

(FENTLEMEN,

WE have the honour to present the following Repori on the
sanitary state of the Wandsworth District during the year 1859.

It is arranged in accordance with instructions, upon the plan hereto-
fore adopted as the means best for bringing to your knowledge the
various local conditions affecting the public health which require to be
specially dealt with, as well as for affording that information which is necessary
for your guidance in the prosecution of measures of general application.

It contains, therefore, as usual, separate communications from your Medical
Officers of Health, having reference to their reupectiva sub-districts, which are
prefaced by a review of the principal facts relating to the health of the entire
distriet. r the illustration olP both of these, tables of the Statistics of
mortality and sickness, epidemic disease, meteumlggy, &c., are appended to
the end of the Report, together with a summary of the sanitary operations
which have been carried out during the year.

We are sorry to have to record that the health of the district was not in
so satisfactory a condition during the past as during the three ing years,
and that this result was due to the greater tﬁ:avaleme of those epidemie diseases
chiefly effecting the young, which it is the especial object of sanitation to
diminish and prevent.

It is trusted that this result will not be nu:r%t;d as favouring that misty
prejudice—engendered by ignorance and fostered by ancient tradition, which is
now happily becoming fast dissipated by the light of modern knowledge, but
which, half-admitted, still occasionally exists—in favour of the w%gmmn that
these diseases are the natural heritage of childhood, and as such prevail in
spite of all the endeavours of the sanitarian to the contrary.

For it is matter of fact that they take up their permanent abode only
where hospitality is afforded them, and, like parasites, drop away when their
sustenance is withdrawn ; and your Medical Siﬁmﬂrminthe ief of the
truths of seience, which has long since established the preventibilily of these
diseases, and knowing that the benefits derivable from sanitarian agency can
only be realized by slow degrees and in the course of time; seeing, moreover,
very appreciable evidence of the effects which have already been derived
from the operations of your ; look upon the foregoing result (which
was not exceptional, but common to the whole metropolis), as evidence only
of the necessity for renewed and persevering exertions.

We have the honour to remain,
GENTLEMEN,
Your obedient Servants,
THE MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH
OF THE WANDSWORTH DISTRIOCT.



HEALTH OF THE ENTIRE DISTRICT.,

Tue health of the entire district during the year 1859 declined
very considerably from the improved status which it had acquired during the
three preceding years.

The total deaths registered were 1322. This number (as is seen in Table
1 the Appendix) is less by 14 than the average of the ten preceding years
corrected for increase of population. But such average is unduly increased
by the two cholera years 1849 and 1854. To obtain a Just result, therefore,
these years should be excluded in order to make comparison with an average
derived from years of ordinary mortality,

Assuming that the population has increased since the year 1851 in the
same ratio as during the ten preceding years, it will have numbered in
1859, 59,873. Looking to the great influx into the district by immigration,
which has been and is continually taking place, this estimate is probably below
the true number, and if so, would pwpnrtinnnlel;,' lower the death-rate ; but as
it is applied to the following caleulations alike, 1t does not vitiate comparison,
which is the object sought. The mortality during the past year, deduced from
the foregoing estimate, and the total number of deaths registered, was at the rate
of 22 per 1000 living, and closely coincides with that for all London during
the same period.

Excluding those years in which Cholera prevailed idemically, the average
death-rate of the past 10 years was 19 per 1000 ; but if these years be included
it was 22:3 per 1000 ; so that the death-rate of 1859 was almost identical
with the average which was extraordinarily raised by two very severe epidemics,
aud 3 per 1000 greater than that which may be considered as the ordinary
average,

The increase in the death-rate of the past year arose from the oceurrence of
a greater fatality from epidemic diseases. These formed upwards of 21-4
cent. of the whole mortality. Nearly one-half of the deaths resulting from these
causes was due to Scarlet Fever; and on this essentially depends the heightened
death-rate, and the great excess of infant mortality which is recorded in the
several tables contained in the loeal summaries,

The intensily of disease, as estimated from the sickness and its resulting
deaths amongst the poor, was greater than the average by nearly a fourth part,
or more correctly, in the proportion by figures of 40 to 32, the deaths having
formed 4 per cent. of all cases of sickuess, while the average of the past three
years was 3°2 per cent. The birth-rate was 34-4 per 1000; the natural
rate of increase 124 per 1000, '









WANDSWORTH.

Tue following Report contains a summary of all the primiﬁﬂ.
facts which are essential for the determination of the sanitary state of thi

parish during the year 1859. They are derived from an analysis of the
Registrar General’s %?.etums and the Parochial Records of Sickness and Mor-
tality, and are for the most part tabulated for the purpose of affording faeility
for comparison with those of former years, and for illustrating the conclusions
and inferences which are capable of being elicited from those sources of

information.
Mortality— Death-rate— Birth-rate—Natural Increase.

The total number of deaths registered during the past year was 311; 178
were of males and 133 of females, The average number during the past ten years
was 295, But an annual comparison of the deaths registered furnishes a very
imperfect means of determining the status of the health of this parish unless
certain conditions, which unduly increase or diminish the mortality, be taken
info consideration. Thus, of the total deaths registered last year, 106 occurred

the following institutions, viz., in the ITouse of Correction 6, in Saint Peters’
Hospital 4, and in the Surrey County Lunatic Asylum 96. The inmates of

institutions are, with a fractional exeeption, derived from without the

ish, and undergo no natural increase; in the second named are all aged

people; and in the third, as in all such asylums, are subject to a very high
mortality.

In thjifa way the nafural death-rate of the parish, which can be alone
employed in forming an estimate of its sanitary state, is unduly increased ;
on the other hand, it is diminished in consequence of the deaths of the agad
and infirm or destitute poor of this parish who enter the workhouse being
registered in Battersea, the workhouse being situated in that;dl;fu'i!h. In
determining the natural death-rate, therefore, it is necessary, in order to ensure
a just result, to withdraw from the caleulation the population and mortality of
the three first-named institutions, and to add to it the deaths of Wandsworth
parishioners which have occurred in the workhouse.

@ The death-rate for the past year deduced from the present estimated
population,® and the deaths proper to this parish in accordance with the
foregoing considerations, was 187 per 1000 living. For 1858 it was 1705 ;
f;f 1857, 15°4; and for 1856, 21°3; during the previous 10 years it averaged

19 per 1000.

356 bi 186 males and 170 females —were registered during the past
year. The average number for the past 10 years was 321. The birth-rate
was 313 per 1000 ; the natural rate of increase 12 per 1000.

_* This estimate is based upon the assumption that the population has increase
since 1851, in the same ratio as during the preceding ten years. :
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Causes of Death,

The following table contains a summary of all the causes of death, arranged
in accordance with the classification of the Registrar General, and showing the
sex, social position, and age at death at 8 periods. -
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As might be expected, from the circumstance that the County Lunatie
Asylum furnished considerably more than Luf the total registered mortality,
the largest number of deaths are scen to have resulted from diseases of the
brain and nervous system. But somewhat less than } part only of these
belonged to Wandsworth, forming less than 5 per cent, of all d{:atha—nn
amount which is below the average. The remaining £ and upwards are due
to the Asylum, and for the reasons previously assigned, are excluded from the
estimate of the causes of mortaliy proper to this parish. The most prominent
but least satisfactory feature in the table is the great mortality from diseases
of the Zymotic class which formed 192 per cent. or nearly 1 of the whole.
The Tubercular class, which ineludes Consumption, formed 138 per cent., and
Diseases of the Respiratory Organs 131 per cent. of all deaths. Both are
below the average. The unusual number of 18 deaths resulted from violence ;
5 were of suicides, the remainder from accidental causes, In 9 instances the
cause of death was not specified, and in 12 was not certified by medical
opinion.  Inquests were held in 28 cases, and in 6 the cause of death was
notdﬂmmlnejafbersuch inquiry. In 18 instances, then, no medical testimony of
the cause of death was adduﬂ and therefore so many in which death
have resulted from other than natural causes. = It is thought not out of place
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in this Report to mention this fact, to show that in the present state of the
law the possibility of the ion of seeret crime remaining undetected is
not precluded as far as it might be, by the intervention of medical investigation
in all cases of death, the cause of which has not been certified by a registered
medical practitioner. Of single diseases Scarlet Fever was the most fatal,
causing 13°8 per cent. of all deaths; the next fatal was Consumption, which
caused 9 per cent.; this amount is remarkably low, and it would appear from
the Registrar General’s Returns, that fatality from this disease, although
actually great, is relatively low in this, compared with that of most of the other
metropolitan districts. The remaining causes of death were of about the
average number,

Upwards of 42 per cent. of all deaths occurred under the age of 20, and
nearly 32 per cent. did not exceed the age of 5 years. This amount of
infant mortality is greatly in excess of the average, as might be expected from
the greater prevalence of diseases peculiarly obnoxious to children,

More than £ of the total mortality occurred amongst the labouring classes.
Of the 60 deaths resulting from epidemic diseases, 55, and of the
46 deaths from Scarlet Fever, 42, took place amongst them.

Epidemic Diseases— Prevalence and Fatality of.

The following table shows the deaths which have resulted from epidemic
discases during the past and three preceding years,

Fever

Yous {Smatlpon | Mend | St | Dighe | Hoopinge oy T R

o
1856 | 9 2 disdib b 0l b i 180148
1857 | 0 1 " Yiskodd o 38 T80
1858 | 0 B tisf Sl 4 1 7 |22
1859 | 2 R R 0 Blafionlo] B0

It is seen that the total amount in last year excceded the average of the
three preceding by nearly one-half, and that the excess was due to
Scarlet Fever. 'l.ﬁ‘ﬂmeue prevailed very extensively during the first three
quarters of the year; Measles to a considerable extent during May and the
five following months ; Diarrkiea during the entive year; but its amount was
trifing, and much less than usual in the summer quarter; Hooping-cough
during the first six months and in December; -pox was present to a
slight extent in the spring quarter and in December: the only two deaths
which occurred from tgizndiuam were of men both upwards of 40 years of age,
and unvaccinated. The winter quarter, notwithstanding its great and sudden
changes of climate, was remarkably healthy, and comparatively free from
¢pidemic disease. There was a singular absence of death from Typhus or
Typhoid Fever,
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General Sickness—Amount and Intensity of.

The death-rate of any locality is usually assumed as the criterion of its
sanitary state ; and calculated on an average of several years furnishes the best
information in this respect. But it does not tell everything—it takes into
account the fatal results of disease, but it does not show the relation which has
existed between such results and the amount of sickness which_has produced
them—or in other words the inenaily of disease—and therefore fails to represent
the lesser fluctuations of health, of which it is most desirable the sanitarian
should have cognizance. It is mot at present possible to obtain a record of
the total sickness, with its results, which has prevailed ; but a portion of it—
that which has occurred amongst the poor—is aceurately known, and is con-
tained in Table 5 of the Appendix. By assuming the proportion of deaths to
cases of sickness among the poor as the measure of the proportion of deaths
to cases of sickness which occurred in the entire parish, a sufficiently correct
estimate can be formed of the amount and intensity of the total sickness, as
well as of the extent of epidemic diseases which prevailed. Thus, the total
cases of sickness amongst the poor during the past year were 1211; the
deaths 39, or 32 per cent. ; the number of deaths proper to the parish 219 ;
so that no fewer than 6800 cases of sickness, according to this calculation,
must have occurred in the entire parish. But as the mortality is greatest

the poor, this computation is necessarily below the true number, in
rtion to the difference between the mortality amongst them, and that
amongst the remainder of the inhabitants; and although not accurate in this
it can be wrong only on the side farthest from exaggeration, and if

taken from year to year forms a trustworthy basis for comparison.*

If the same fatality from disease had taken place during the past year as
dl;z'lndg the 4 preceding years, the 219 deaths which occurred in the former
w rﬁlpment 7406 cases of sickness; but it is seen that they resulted from
6800 only, so that the intensity of disease last year was in excess of the
average taken, as represented by the difference between these two numbers,
or about 8 per cent. And so with reference to any diseases which have pre-
vailed epidemically. The cases of epidemic disease amongst the poor were
867—the deaths 15, or a little over 4 per cent. of attacks. The deaths which
occurred in the whole parish from Scarlatina were 46 (including 3 of Diph-
theria); and as each death represents at least 25 aftacks, it can be at once
seen how very extensively this disease prevailed.

Sanitary Operations.

Table 6 in the A ix contains a summary of the sanitary operations
which had been carried out during the year, under the guidance of your able
Surveyor. It is satisfactory to see that they have all been conducted, as in
the year 1858, without the necessity for magisterial interference. In addition
to these, all the butcher’s slaughter-houses were examined in the month of
September, and found to be in a satisfactory condition. The premises of Mr.
Wallis, horse-slaughterer, Dunse Hill, became the subject of a special Report
in October in consequence of a complaint that offensive effluvia arose from the

* Should the Census of 1861 contain the social position of every person registered’
this inaccuracy could be corrected.



11

processes of his trade. These, and the whole of his premises were carefully
examined, and such alterations made at my suggestion, as diminished the evil
as far as was practicable. ;

t the recommendations which were made relative to special eircum-
stances affecting the public health, were the two following, which on account
of their importance T beg to repeat here. The firsi. referred to the propagation
of contagious discases by the retention of the dead within the dwelling-rooms
of the poor. On the oceurrence of death in the family of the labouring man,
want of space often infliets upon him or some of his family the necessity of
dwelling and even sleeping in the presence of the dead. 1t needs but the
mind to pieture the room of death, as the one subservient to all the purposes of
domestie life, to realize the painful incongruity of the circumstances. But there
is stronger cause for reflection. The presence of death from contagious
disease under such circumstances becomes, there is every reason to believe, a
fruitful source for the propagation of contagion. The most that the Medical
Officer of Health can at present do to obviate this evil is, to endeavour to
persuade the relatives UfE:dmd to procure as early an interment as possible.
But such advice is seldom acted upon, for the mind of every one
revolts against any undue haste; moreover the coffin has to be made, and the
convenience of the undertaker and of others consulted. The remedy consists
in the setting apart some small building, in a convenient position, and as
remote as possible from dwellings, for the reception of those who have dicd
under the circumstances deseribed, during the period intervening death and
interment. The other recommendation, which was made at the beginning of
the year, related to a means of more efficiently carrying out the humane inten-
tions of the * Vaccination Act,” and also to a means of diminishing the
chances which exist for the propagation of contagious discases at the National
and other public schools, in consequence of children being allowed to return
to school during convalescence from those diseases. Its purport was, that of
inducing the committees of management of such schools to adopt the following
resolutions in relation to these two suhjccts; viz.—-

1. That no child should have admission to the school except upon the pro-
duction of a certificate of having been successfully vaccinated. This requires
but little comment. It would secure the vaccination of the great majority
of children, and would inflict no hardship, inasmuch as it would be in aceord-
ance with the law. ‘

9. That no child, absent from school on account of sickness, should be
allowed to return to school except upon the production of a certificate from
the medical attendant, that it might do so with safely to itself and others.

This has been carried out for a considerable time in two or three instances,
but it:a;d:,fﬁm should be gemeral. The other recommendations have not
been carried out. _

Conclusion. .
The foregoing statistical information furnishes data for the following
%inm —_— e
. 'The health of this parish during the year 1859 was not in so satisfactory
a condition as during the two preceding years, as represented by an iucrease
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CLAPHAM.

In the years 1856, 1857, and 1858, the numbers of registered
deaths in this sub-district were respectively 286, 321, and 344, giving an
average of 817. As the deaths in 1859 amounted to 328, it follows that an
excess of 11 was registered over the average of those years; but as the
deaths in the past year (1859) occurred in an increased population, they
* should be compared with the average raised proportionally to such inerease.
By this comparison the mortality of 1859 is found to be almost identical with
that average,
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The annexed table exhibits the number of deaths from all causes in 1859,
classified, as nsual, under sex, age, and social position, from which it will
appear that epidemic or zymotic diseases, in six of their principal forms,
carried off one-fifth of the whole number of persons who died in this parish,
or no less than G6.

This table further shows, that 75 infants under one year, 54 from one to
five years, and 12 from five to fen years, died during the year. It cannot
be denied that a total of 141 deaths is a large infantile mortality, though it
s gratifying to be able to state that the death-rate under one year is con-
:ﬁdemhly below that of 1858, as is also that between 5 and 10 years, making
@ total difference in favour of the past year of 20 lives, between the period of
birth and the age of 10.
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By making a further examination of the totals under the three first columns
relating to age, &c., and by comparing them with those of a similar table
given in my report for 1858, it will be seen that the number of deaths under
one year, compared with that from 1 to 10 years, is slightly more favourable
in 1859 than in the preceding year ; but that, standing as the number does in
the ratio of nearly seven to six, it indicates pretty clearly that the mothers’
neglect of their offspring during the earlier periods of infancy is still most
lamentably frequent: for the majority of these infant deaths, it 1s well known,
are not caused by disease per se, but are either dirvectly or indirectly the
result of a low moral intelligence in respect to the proper management of
young children on the part of the parents as their natural protectors. Above
‘the age of 10 years the rate of mortality exhibits a decided improvement in
1859, as compared with 1858, '

Sickness and Mortality amongst the Qut-door Poor.

The cases of sickness amongst the out-door poor (vide Table V., Appendix)
shows a decrease equal to 18 per cent. below that of 1858, the rate of mor-
tality, when calculated upon the namber of cases that have come under
{reatment remaining about the same, notwithstanding there were, during the
past year, some alarming outbreaks of Small-pox and fever. The deaths,
however, from these two maladies have been, I may safely say, more than
€o sated by the smaller number that have died amongst t is class from

other diseases during the year under notice.

Inspection of Houses.

I can congratulate the ratepayers of this extensive sub-district upon the
er;i‘:isibla improvement in the sanitary aspects of the parish as exhibited
in Table VL., Appendix, wherein it will be seen that whilst the number of
examinations of houses have been nearly the same as in 18568, the necessities
for executing sanitary works have diminished by more than one-half, thus
evidencing the value of the strict supervision hitherto pursued under the
auspices of the Board of Works.

Slaughter Houses, Cow Houses, and Dung Yards.

'The whole of the slaughter bouses in the parish, 23 in number, as well as
36 dung yards, have been repeatedly inspected, and 18 cow-houses have
been cleansed and limewhited during the year. I am of opinion that the
whole of these places ought to continue under the strictest supervision in
order to maintain them in a proper sanitary condition.

Removal of Nuisances

¢z As many as 273 complaints and sanitary defects were entered in the Com-
plaint Book, but altogether 297 were made in various ways, and examined
into by myself and the Surveyor. Of these 297 complaints, it is gratifying
to state, it was requisite to seck magisterial interference in three cases only.
Various other cases of nuisance were brought to my knowledge during

year, but many of these were removed through friendly representations 1o
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the offending parties, without the interference of the Board. As the density
of the population of this parish is every year becoming greater, I respectfully
urge that unremitting attention be paid to the removal of all known and
acknowledged causes of disease, before the setting in of sultry weather.

Offensive Ponds.

It is also a matter upon which I may congratulate the inhabitants, that
most of the offensive ponds (aIPeciaH one very much complained of in
former vears, viz., the'ﬂ?ﬂ]ding ond) have undergone considerable improve-
ment. There remains, however, the Harford and the Cock Ponds, of which
[ still feel it to be my duty fo complain. I have had oceasion to bring the
condition of these ponds continually before the notiee of the Board, and I
now earnestly t my recommendations that something be done, and that
speedily, to rid the loeality of the dangers which lurk in the feetid accumu-
lations of these two little better than extended cesspools. I have also again
to direct attention to a poud on the estate of a private gentleman situated
near the Green Lane, as being, if possible, a more serious nuisance than even
those before numed.  As a receptacle for nightsoil, and all kinds of putrifying
animal and vegetuble refuse, this pond still eontinues its baneful influence in
the produetion of disease, and to contaminate the atmosphere a considerable
distance around it, to the great detriment of the health of the wealthy and
other ratepayers, who have residences in its immediate vicinity. Nuisanees
existing upon private property, in various parts of the district, have been fre-
quently dealt with by the Board through magisterial interference, and I would
respectfully suggest that similar steps be forthwith taken to abate what T con-
sider to be one of the grestest nuisances existing in the parish. In this opinion
Iam confirmed by several of my colleagues in office, whom I have con-
sulted, as well as by many of aggrieved parties, who are unceasingly
calling my attention to the matter.

Drainage and Water Supply.

With regard to these two most important sanitary requisites, I can add
nothing to the remarks [ made in my last report, but which T will here,
notwi ing, take the ] of emphasizing by joining in the earnest
liope expressed by one of my co. in a former report :—* That
- as drainage is the summum bonum of all efforts of sanitary legislation, the far
reaching views of those members of your Board, whose profession it is to
devise means to overcome engineering difficultics, will shortly be brought to
bear upon the realization of this great sami desideratum,”—a deside-
ratum, let me add, which continues to be especi y recognized in this densely

crowded sub-district.
JOHN MACDONOGH,
Medical Qfficer of Health for Clapham.
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BATTERSEA.

THE instructions of your Board requiring an annual summary
from each of the Medical Officers of Health, the following facts and figures are
respectfully submitted as indicating the present condition of the public health
of this sub-district, and the measures have been adopted during 1859,
to insure as many as possible of those sanitary inprovements suggested in
former Reports.

Statistics of Mortality. .

The number of deaths registered in the sub-district in the year 1859 was
894 (194 males and 200 females,))which is 14 in excess of the previous year ;
but as the deaths recorded in the present Report occurred in a population which
has of course undergone some increase since my first Annual Return, they
should be compared with a number corrected in proportion to such increase.
By such a comparison it will be found that the proportion of deaths in 1859
was 30 more than the corrected average of the preceding years, This
excess is, I apprehend, in a great measure due to three causes—=the continu-
ance of the epidemic Scarlet Fever that occurred in November, 1858, the
increased prevalence of Hooping-cough and Diarrheea, and the unusual ecold-
ness of portions of the past year, which is attested by an increased mortality
resulting from diseases of the respiratory organs.

The subjoined table gives the number of deaths that has occurred from all
causes and amongst all classes, ages, &c. :—
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Prevalence of, and Mortality from, Zymotic Diseases.

Diseases of the Zymotic class have, upon the whole, manifested themselves
in a somewhat less virulent form during the past year than they did in the
preceding one, since the six principal maladies of this class resulted in death
in a less number of instances than during 1858, the numbers being respective-
ly 83 and 108. Small-pox proved fatal in two cases in 1859, whereas in the

ear preceding there were no deaths from this disease recorded. Scarlatina,
alignant Sore Throat, and Diphtheria (of the latter 8 cases), grouped together
in the mortality table, resulted in 50 deaths in 1858; but in 1850 there
succumbed to the same diseases 43 persons. Of the § cases of death from
Diphtheria registered, not one occurred amongst the union poor. Only one
case, which [ am happy to state resulted in recovery, came under treatment
in my own practice.

Of the 894 deaths registered, 105 occurred in the Union Workhouse, 23
of which were found by coroner’s inquisition, viz., 13 from violence and 19
sudden, from natural causes.

Of the deaths in the workhouse, 26 occurred between the ages of 70 and
80, 17 between 80 and 90, and 3 between 90 and 100, the oldest being 96.

Mortality of Childhood— Proportion of Births to Deaths.

The mortality amongst children between birth and 10 years of age has,
I am pleased to state, rather diminished during the past year, 166 being
the number registered against 174 in 1858 ; still, however, the number in
1859 is very large, and indicates the persistent operation of the much to be
deplored cause alluded to in my last Annual Report.

The births during the year have been 685, 366 males and 319 females;
consequently, as the deaths number 394, there is an excess of births over

deaths of 291.

Sichness and Mortality amongst the Out-door Union Poor.

Table-V. Appendix, exhibits the nature and amount of sickness amongst
the pauper population, as well as the deaths from each class of disease and
other causes. Of 800 cases of sickness which came under treatment
amongst this class, 35 terminated fatally, which is rather a larger proportion
relatively to the number of cases treated than occurred in 1858, the mortality
having then been 27 in 918 cases treated. Lung diseases, as I before ob-
served, were unusually prevalent amongst all classes of the population during
the past year; but amongst the union poor, of 174 cases treated, 10 only
proved fatel Iu this ealculation I do not include Phthisis, to which disease
alone 29 de  are attributed, but of these deaths one only oceurred amongst
the families o1 the out-door union poor.

The per centage of deaths, in the number of cases of all diseases, accidents,
kc., treated, may be said to be small, indicating that the pauper class are
being greatly benefited by sanitary improvements, furnishing M£ﬁmd proof
of the value of the measures that have been, and still continue to be, carried
out by the authorities.

Table VI. Appendix, furnishes one most gratifying fact, that every means

B
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STREATHAM,

INCLUDING

TOOTING AND BALHAM.

STREATHAM, Tooting, and Balham, constituting as they do a
sub-district of Wandsworth, with a population at the last census little short
of 10,000, shows a statistical return of 169 deaths for the year ending 31st
December, 1859, being an excess of 69 over 100 in 1857— a year of low
mortality—and 35 deaths more than were registered in 1858, In last year's
Report, the then excess of mortality over the two preceding years was to be
accounted for by the greater number of the aged J;ing:, the deaths occu
at 60 and under 80 being unusually numerous—viz., 42. In the year 1859
the deaths amongst those of corresponding ages were 48.

The following table will at a glanee show these figures in an admirable
manner, and also several other noteworthy facts ofinterest—1st, that Scarlet
Fever has been committing ravages in uarTng off 25 individuals, the disease

1

having prevailed greatly and severely in the neighbourhood of Wells Lane,
Et:::gnm, a part very much in need of better drainage and sewerage, as
pointed out after careful inspections made at the time of the prevalence of the

epidemic;—2nd, that Phthisis has heen the cause of death to 21 persons, a most

exceptional number for the localily, as only 8 died from such cause in 1857,

and 11 in 1858, The lrying ij.l.i.arity of the weather and seasons, may in
the

a measure account for a part of the great excess indieated.
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I am h‘;l:ﬁ? again in being able to call attention to the fact of there having
been no fatality attending Small-pox, and that but very few cases came under
treatment in the sub-district, although, as is well known, it has been very
prevalent and fatal in other metropolitan and suburban localities during the
past year. The mortality of the young under 10 years of age has been
great, and of those under 6 it has been unusually large, viz., 61 in 1859,
against 41 in 1858, and 40 in 1857,

The births in the year, as stated in Table Il, Appendix, numbered 238,
The deaths, as I before mentioned, were 169 ; the excess of births over deaths
in the year 1859 is accordingly 69.

Table IV, Appendix, exhibits the number of cases treated by the Union
Medical Officers of this sub-district, and the number of deaths amongst
the out-door poor, which is very instructive and satisfactory, as showing a
very low rate of mortality (19) in the number of cases of sickness, &c., (299)
that came under treatment.

In all three localities comprised in this sub-distriet a number of sanitary
improvements in the way” of drainage, water supply, removal of nuisances,
&c., (vide Table V. Appendix) have been carried out, as I believe to the great
advantage of the inhabitants and to the vast improvement of the individual
ﬂfshea. In conclusion, I would repeat the earnest hope I expressed in my

Report, that a continuation of efforts in the same direction may confer
still further sanitary benefits upon this important sub-district.

D. C. NOEL,
Medical Officer of Health for Streatham, Tooting, and Balham.
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PUTNEY AND ROEHAMPTON.

IN this report I proﬁue to confine myself chiefly to a brief
narration of facts and statistics ing upon the condition of the public
health of this sub-district during 1859. The attention these facts may
deserve, and the measures they may suggest, I leave to the consideration of
the authorities, fully assured that every reasonable project tending to benefit
the health, and to improve the sanitary status of the parish, will be, in due
time, carried out in a way to ensure the largest amount of good at the least
possible expense.

Statistics of Mortality.

In the year 1859, the deaths registered in the sub-district were 119 (59
males and 60 females), which is, notwithstanding the increase of population in
the interval, only one more than occurred in 1858, but would be rather under
the death-rate of that year, if the ordinary corrections were made for such in-
crease. A most accurate caleulation in the above respect, may be made next
year upon the completion of the approaching census, but at present only an
approximate estimate can be arrived at in respect to the death-rate of any
particular period, relatively to the exact number of persons living in the
sub-district at that period. Extending the basis of a caleulation of
the kind referred to, which however is not done without some risk of
cither under or over estimating the present population, we may arrive at a
rather more satisfactory conclusion as to w r Wwe are progressing, or
otherwise, in a sanitary sense, if we compare the mortality of the year
with that of the corrected average of the ten preceding ones. This done,
and due allowance being made for the difference between the nafural deathe
rate from disease alone, and the registered death-rate from all causes, as well
as for cholera years, which have unduly increased the rate of mortality, and
the number of deaths that have occurred to nun—gm'ahinnem in the recently
established Royal Hospital for Incurables, it will be found that a steady ratio
of somewhat under 18 in 1,000 of the present assumed population is being
maintained, which being nearly the zero of the death-scale of the Registrar
General, places Putney in a position of healthfulness very little inferior to the
most favoured of rural distriets. If there be any error in such a calculation,
it is unquestionably one on the side farthest removed from exaggeration, since
there are abundant proofs existing that the population of the parish has of
late years increased by immigration and otherwise to an extent far beyond
that which would be indicated by the usual correction adopted by the Regis-
trar General, as the approaching census will, doubtless, clearly demonstrate.

The following table gives the deaths from each class of disease amnd other
causes, together with the sex, age, and social positions of the deceased
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persons, for the year 1859, from January 1st to December 31st, both
_ inclusive :— '
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Of the 119 deaths recorded in this table, 26 were the result of the six
principal Zymotic diseases, which is a somewhat larger proportion than was
exhibited in 1858, the number being in the last named year, 21. In 1858,
however, not one fatal case of measles was registered, and but two of fever,
but in the past year there took place as many as 9 deaths from the one and
G from the other. Of fatal cases of lung disease, inclusive of 10 deaths
from Phthisis, there occurred 25, which it is pleasing to observe is 6 less
than appeared in a similar table in my last annual report.

Infant Mortality,

There is no very marked difference between the records of the two years
of 1858 and 1859, in respect to the fatality attending the group of non-
mntnginﬁ diseases peculiar to childhood (No. 12 inlllt.he table), 29 bei
the number registered in the past year against 25 in the preceding one.
there be nddm this the utﬁlgh&i of :Ei[drﬂll who sucenmbed between the
period of birth and 10 years of age, to epidemic and other diseases not in-
cluded in the group just referred to, it gives the large number of 56, or
about one-half of the total number dying of disease at albages ! from which
it may be inferred that the mothers of a rapidly inereasing industrial popu-
lation still continue to be regardless, in a great number of instances, of the
deplorable consequences resulting from the neglect of home duties and
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family responsibilities, whilst intent upon making the very most of their
labour away from their offspring.

It is a Little singular, however, but no less gratifying, to find that the pre-
ponderance of deaths of children under the age of 10 years has been, duri
the past year, most decidedly on the side of the classes more or less rﬂmmfﬁ
from pauperism, the proportion being as great as 43 to 22, that is to say, of
65 deaths that took place amongst all classes of children at the ages above
stated, 22 only occurred in the families of the union poor. Formerly, and
before drainage and other sanitary improvements were introduced into and
about the dwelling-places of the poor, the preponderance was as clearly on
the side of the pauper. From this fact we may very reasomably conclude
that the indigent as a class are being extensively benefited by the Act under
which the improvements referred to have been carried out, and that more care
than formerly is being bestowed by those who are mothers amongst the
very poor, upon their offspring at the earlier periods of life.

Birth-rate of the Sub-district.

If we lose, in common with every other sub-district, a large number of
children by deaths from disease and other causes, their places ave quickly
sapplied, for during the past year the births of 189 (97 and 92 females) .
were registered in the parish, giving an excess of births over deaths of 80,
waich is 15 more than the excess of the preceding year. The ‘excess of
bitths over the deaths of infants under 5 years is as great as 133.

Sickness and Mortality amongst the Union Poor.

Table V. Appendix, possesses some considerable interest as affording the
mens of judging of the general character of the prevailing diseases in the
sevaal parishes in the district, and indeed is the only reliable basis upon
which such judgment can be formed, since unfortunately the cases of sickness
oceuwing in private practice, unless they result in death, find no record.
Durirg the past year the cases of sickness amongst the union ﬁur residing
in this parish were rather more numerous than in 1858, but the proportion
of deaths to the number of cases treated is small, viz., 29 to 675, or a fracti
over 4 per cent. If is also gratifying to report that nearly one-fourth of the
diseases resulting in death amongst this in 1859, were of a chronic
character, and not what are usually termed preventible”, and that they oc-
cured to adults, three of whom were at the time of death bordering on 80,
ard one above that age. Another most gratifying and note-worthy fact is,

that of the total of 119 deaths registered in the sub-district, only 29 took
pace in the families of the out-door Union poor.

Prevalence and Fatality of Epidemic Diseases.

Since one of the most important duties of a Medical Officer of Health is
(as defined by Act of Parliament) “to point out the most efficacious
mdes of checking or preventing the spread of contagious or epidemic dis-
eass, and the local causes whi areliiral to originate and maintain such
dizases,” but little apology is necessary for here introducing the following
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table, which exhibits the comparative mortality resulting from epidemic
diseases during 1859, in oppositely conditioned localities of the parish.

The localities indicated in this table have been especially noted for the
information and guidance of the Surveyor.

=
Fever,
Localities Ml |y datay ] Rt Hﬁ'g.l‘;;l Diarcheea | TYPIIS | pogals
’ Typhoid
Well drained, and
in a fair sani 3 1 1 1 1 i
condition .........
M‘L{.um or
without Sewers,
and admitting of 6 1 3 4 5 19
further sanitary
improvements ...
TOTALS..c0esses 0 2 4 5 6 268

It will be observed that no deaths from Small Pox are recorded in this
table. Within my own knowledge no case of the disease, (if we except ore
of a mild character, known to have been imported by the gipsies,*) came under
treatment either in public or private practice in 1859. Happily, this
entire freedom from the disease has been noted in this parish for several
years past ; but I regret to state that within the last two months twe or
three cases have come under my notice in adults, who were, it was found,
unprotected by vaccination.

But it is not entirely for the of showing the immunity enjoyec by
this parish from Small Pox, that this table is inserted—read in conjundion
with Table VL. in the Appendix, it clearly exhibits the fact, that although

much has been, and continues to be, done in the way of sanitary imjrove-
ment by drainage, water supply, abolition of cesspools, and remoral of
nuisances in the crowded localities, there yet remains something to sccom-

* The following paragraph is from the ZLancet of June 2nd, 1860, and is here in-
serted to show that the proposal which emanated from this parish, to obtan legal
powers to remove gipsies and others encamping on the commons and open spaces
within the metropolitan area, is exciting some attention in influential quarters.

“SMaLL Pox PROPAGATED BY (ipsies,—A memorial has been presented to the
Metropolitan Board of Works by inhabitants of Putney, stating that the commams
have for some time past been infested by swarms of gipsies, tramps, and hawkers, who
live in tents and caravans. There is no existing law, say the memorialists, which
brings such persons not oceupying ordinary places of abode, under the sanitary regu-
lations of the Metropolis Local Management and the Nuisances Removal Act, md
hence epidemic diseases are liable to be fostered and spread by these vagrant :nd
lawless people. It is alleged that Small Pox has recently been so introduced in the
parish of Putney, and that the most earnest solicitations of the Medical Officer of
Health have been of little avail in inducing these tramps to allow their children t» be
vaccinated. It is obvious that to obtain the most complete security against Small
Pox no portion of the community should be suffered to withdraw itself from the
operation of those hygienic laws which are instituted for the common welfare. The
source of infection pointed out by the inhabitants of Putney is certainly one that
demands a remedy.”
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plish before the entire sub-district ean be pronounced so thoroughly satis-
factory as it is believed to be in the power of the authorities to render it.*
A further extension of the sewerage in the direction of the Charlwood and
Upper Richmond Roads, being now wisely resolved upon, it is earnestly

the insertion of the above table will not only serve to justify an unqualified
approval of the scheme, but also help to remove one of the greatest drawbacks
to sanitary p viz., the extraordinary notion said to prevail in some
(uarters, that the drainage and other improvements of portions of a district
can alone benefit those who reside in the immediate vicinity of such improve-
ments, and that, therefore, certain ratepayers are justified in claiming exemption
from assessments for such purposes made upon the inhabitants of a town gene-
rally ! It may seem almost superfluous to attempt to combat seriously such a
notion, but that well-known fable which speaks of the unhappy differences that
“once upon a time” sprang up between the trunk and limbs of a human subject
and which was productive of such disastrous results to both, may here be re-
ferred to with advantage, as exhibiting the untenable nature of such an argu-
ment as I have adverted to. The moral of this excellent fable is, that if a
part of a body suffers, all the other parts must, sooner or later, suffer with
it, or if one portion is benefited, all the other portions must, in due time, re-
ceive a corresponding advantage, and that therefore it became a most suicidical
policy for each organ to repudiate the good offices of the others, and to
refuse to work together for the common ﬁaﬁt of all.t If the sewerage of
the entire sub-district must, sooner or later, be rendered complete, it is surely
the wiser policy—without reference to whether the advantages to ourselves
individually will be direct or indirect, immediate or remote—to endeavour to
arrive at such completeness in the most inexpensive and deliberate manner,
than to be driven to accomplish it hastily and therefore badly, at a time
when the parish may possibly be in anything but a favourable condition for

* In addition to the sanitary works indicated by Table VI, Appendis, as havi
been aecomplished in the sub-district during the year 1859, it should be menti
that all the buildings used for slaughtering purposes were carefully inspected and
reported on by me previous to the time appointed for renewal of licences. I am
pleased to state that all these places were found to be both clean and free from
ﬂ"tila:ouwa, and in possession of all the sanitary requisites insisted upon by the
authorities.

Another exceedingly beneficial work in the way of sanitary improvement, accom-
plished by private ption, and therefore not menti in the table, may be -
here alluded to, wiz., the erection of a drin fountain in one of the main thorough-
faves of the town, It is a structure worthy both of the town and the subscribers,
E-:ﬁnu]ul 80 of the gentleman who, as the originator and largest contributor,

throughout superintended its erection. This fountain may be justly said to be
4s ornamental as it is unquestionably useful. i

t Itis much to be regretted that so many difficulties shonld stand in the way of
the present effectual drainage of Roehampton. A by no means difficult or expensive
scheme was recently propounded for this purpose, which although approved by the
District Board, Local Committee, and the Surveyor, was, I am told, set aside by the
Metropolitan Board on the plea of its being not altogether compatible with the me
of main drainage. 11 this be so, it surely affords an additional reason why an extension
of, at least, so much of the drainage as may be really compatible with the
scheme, should be carried out in such portions of the parish as most need it, and where
1t has been long and urgently petitioned for, since if the whole be left for accow lish-
ment until the central authority moves in the matter, there can be but very little
doubt that much heavier expenses will have to be incurred to meet the then peremp-
tory requirements of such authority than will now be the case.
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the experiment. The recent improvements in respeet to drainage, water
ly, &c., in the vicinity of the Infant and National Schools (in which lo-
ity is included Cocks’ Buildings and neighbourhood), may be adduced in
roof of the advantages of such works of general bepefit; for here severe
i are now much less frequent and infinitely less fatal than they were
when cesspools reigned supreme, and good water was in consequence an
unobtainable luxury. If then, by good drainage, &c., success has attended
the efforts made to improve the health and lessen the rate of mortality of
an hitherto notoriously unhealthy locality, (where cholera and other severe
epidemics had always found the greatest number of victims,) and to blot out
one more plague-spot from the eatalogue of places, whence were former
derived the majority of our parochially supported widows and orphans, it
is difficult to arrive at a conclusion other than that the entire sub-district
must have been benefited by the improvements indicated. Further, if it ean
be shown that by the proposed extension of sewerage the drainage of what
mlﬂi{ be termed the suburban portions of the parish, such as Roehampton
and the Heath, will, with greater certainty and facility, be hereafter secured,
surely there can be but few—however much disposed some may be to shut
their eyes to the necessity for such works on aceount of their cost—who will
seriously deny the general bénefits that must ultimately acerue from them.
It should be recollected that although good sewerage is somewhat cost)
in its first formation, the constant expenses attendant upon widowhood n.ns
orphanage, and loss of labour through sickness, is infinitely more so. Upon
the basis upon which life insurances are now ealculated, it is a settled point
with all experienced actuaries that the mean money-value of a healthy and
effective labourer is as much as £226! Is it not, then, something to be
able to save even one life per year amongst the labouring classes by measures
of precaution such as are now about to be taken in this sub-district? Should
but ten valuable lives be saved by such means in as many years, it is clear
that the sum borrowed, and to be expended in the construction of the pro-
jected sewerage, will be more than returned to the community, both principal
and interest, in the equivalent of productive labour.

Taking a retrospect of the improvemenis effected in this and the other
i comprised in the Wandsworth District, within the last few years, we
cannot fail to observe how gradually but surely have all the most important
benefits we enjoy been secured to us. It is pleasing to review, as my col-
ﬁu@ and myself have attempted to do in this report, the progress we are
ing in sanitation—it must be even more so for such of the inhabitants
who really desire the sanitary welfare of their several sub-districts, to aid and
assist in this progress; but it will amount to an offence, it might almost be
said, a erime, against the good government of communities, to be apathetic
when so much yet remains to be accomplished, or to offer opposition when
there is so much need of resolute and combined exertion in support of the
greatest, and unquestionably the most important, movement of the age.

R. HARLAND WHITEMAN,

Medical Qfficer of Health for Putney, and Chairman of the Associated
qHM%:#&kFMM



APPENDIX

BFEATIBTIOALE TABLES.

TABLE 1.

Showing the average mortality of the ten gyears previous to 1859, in the entire
Wandsworth District, and the decrease in the number of deaths in favour of the
past year.

Deaths registered in the ten years, viz, :

1849 | 1850 | 1851 | 1852 | 1853 | 1854 | 1825 1856 | 1857 ms]
(152 | 963 | 1016 | 1114 | 1148 | 1738 | 1144 | 1144 | 1097 | 1264 |

Average of the BHOVE TEL JORIN | osvunsssnresssdscomiinstenss dasenacian i dnioums | Sale
Above average, corrected for increase of Popmlalion - oot Jouni iodiTivnnsn 1336

Deaths registered in 1859.......ccc00vveiiveereiirireiiennss it el
Decrease of Deaths in favour of 1850....cv.veiiverssressessersosesssssnssessssens 14
TABLE IL
Bigrriis during the year ending $1st December, 1859.

Sub-districts Males |Females] Total

Clapham ... 280 J04 594
Wandsworth ... wall . TH8 170 356
Battersea.., e, «] 368 319 635
Putney and Roehampton 97 92 189
Streatham, including Tooting and Balbam ... .| 117 121 238
ToraL . oo o] 1066 | 1006 | 2062

*+* The excess of Births over Deaths in the entire district is 740,

L]
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TABLE IIL.
MeTeoroLoGICAL MEANS for 1859.%
Jan., Feb., [April, May, July, .&ug.,lﬂch, Nov.,
and and - and and The Year
March June |September | December
Temperature of the Air| 48%9 5296 61°6 43°0 50%3
Evaporation ... ... ..| 429 49°2 57% 412 47
Dew Point ... ... ..| 41°2 46°1 54°7 39°0 45°3
Weight of Vapour i“} 324 grs. | 878grs. | 497 grs. | 300grs | 37 ges.

a cubic foot of Air...

Degree of H“““d‘“f} 91°9 79°9 79°1 86°5 8403

{Ent" 100)

Reading of Barometer...| 30-038 in. | 29-872 in. | 29976 in. | 20°822 in. | 29'927 in.

?ﬁ‘?: "fi‘f“h_'i_" foot) | 5501 grs. | 5850 gre. | 5274 gos. | 6433 gre. | 5392 gvs.

Rain (amount of ... ...| 3731 in. | 924 in. 7'43 in. 776 in, 28°16 in.

* These will be found to differ somewhat from those of the Registrar General, the
former being derived from observations taken in the centre of this district, tl'm latter
from observations taken at Graenwu:h .

TABLE 1IV.

Showing the total Deaths from the principal Epidemic Diseases in ¢ach Sub-district,
and in the entire District, and the relation which they bore to the total Mortality

during the years 1855-9.

Deaths from Epidemiecs in each Sub-district Entire District
| 3
- -}
bl g 228| 3§ [F48A
S 4 - &3 | 2% (343
e 3| & | &1 F |30 38 [s00E
g = = & - &F lame
1855 | 41 a9 50 4 16 150 1144 | 18.1
1856 | 29 45 (4 13 | 15 | w6 | 1144 | 138
1857 5 46 28 r 1 1 150 1097 13.6
1858 85 100 22 - T S 241 1264 19.0
1850 | 63 06 60 9. | 38 283 1322 214

tm:%‘mg:mmc]udadmthnahwaTahhmmmm?armmdw
sti as in Registrar General's Returns, the principal maladies o Zymotic
class, viz, Small-pox, Measles, Scarlatina (includi H Cough,
Dm'rhm and Dysentery, and Fever. PEKE, M e






TABLE VI.

SvsmMARY of the Sanitary Operations in the entire District during
the year 1859,

J
o m 8 -

g‘ k ﬂi ﬁ" 0

5 b8 (32| 2

8 2 | 8% |58 S

Al e mg m.&.g
&
H""‘m Houses and Promises) | ggo | 200 | 274 | 97 208 f1639
1t Notices served.....oovsesssessssssasns } 129 28 15 10 a7 }24&
Mﬂﬂﬁmw seEsRERRET T TILLLL 2{] 2 5
Cesspools emptied and cleansed ......... e 50 45 11 | 149 | 255
Cesgpools abolished .......coonvimnininsnneae 3 6 3 19 i1
Water-closets constructed .......coieens 43| 386 1 4| 51| 135
Houses supplied with Water ............ 48] 96| 15| 19| 40] 163
Drains constructed or connected with 16 925 - 8 511 107
;hﬁnbim “mo:?;nppad.ornb- 8| 20| 40} 52) 1481 200
Open Ditches, Ponds, &o., cleansed ...| 19 10 9 38
| Dust-bins provided .............. ivigeri 43| 50 25 | 118
Pig Nuisances removed .........coooenie 15 4 3 19 41
presud gL ALl w] 0] u] sl 9f @
s OF l"ﬂp.‘lﬁﬂ. --------------- L
Cases investigated by Magistrates ...... 3 1] 4
Compulsory Orders obtained ........ asse 3 1 4
Compulsory Works executed ............ 3 1 4
Works remaining in abeyance from 9
various causes ... iveeesnnininesnnns 2

L] = = -




