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REPORT

ON THE BANITARY CONDITION OF THE SEVERAL PARISHES
INCLUDED IN THE WANDSWORTH DISTRICT, FOR THE

QUARTER ENDING MARCH 28th, 1857.

To the Board of Works for the Wandsworth District.

GENTLEMEN,

In presenting this, the first Quarterly Report for 1857, the primary
duty I have to perform on behalf of my colleagues is a very pleasurable
one—that of congratulating the Board upon a greatly decreased rate of
mortality in the district, during the past 13 weeks, compared with that
of corresponding seasons.

By a reference to the new and comprehensive series of tables fur-
nished in the appendix to this report, it will be seen, that in the
Quarter which ended on Saturday 28th March of the present year, the
deaths of 284 persons were registered in the district. The average
number of deaths of the corresponding quarters of the ten previous
years, viz: from 1847 to 1856 inclusive, was 320, and if this number
is raised in the usual manner in proportion to the inerease of population,
it becomes 352. The number of deaths therefore, recorded in the quarter
just expired was less by 68 than would have been registered had the
average rate of mortality still prevailed.

Gratifying as it is to be enabled to place before the Board resulfs
such as the above, it would be nevertheless presumption to con-
tend that the whole of this great saving of life was exclusively attribut-
able to the recommendations that have emanated from my colleagues
and myself; but secing that a very manifest improvement in the
sanitary aspect of those portions of the District, hitherto considered the
worst conducted, and the most unhealthy, has been accomplished, it
may, I think, be very fairly assumed that some few of these 68 lives
have been in reality saved through improved and judiciously enforced

ganitary regulations.
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To favourable atmospheric conditions, to thermal and other influences
consequent upon a genial season, and may be a season of local prosperity,
it would be but just, perhaps, to attribute some of the saving of life
referred to, but I apprehend the influences I have named, were neither
so0 great nor so obvious during the past three months, as to warrant
a belief that they had of themselves operated to effect a difference in
the rate of mortality, to the extent of 68 lives saved beyond the
average.

Be this however as it may, there is not, nor can there be, any fallacy
in the figures I have used. The calculation it should be observed, is
made to rest entirely on the Registrar General’s returns, and it will be
at once conoeded that the comparison I have instituted, is founded on
no meagre or narrow average. It is true it may be urged as an objee-
tion to the correctness of my calculation, that in portions of {wo years
of the ten from which the quarterly averages have been deduced, there
prevailed in the district a very fearful and fatal epidemic, which must
have greatly increased the number of registered desths during those
periods; but it should be borne in mind, that the winter quarters of both
the Cholera years, (1849 and 1854) were entirely free from the epidemic,
or more properly speaking, the epidemic had altogether ceased in both
those years before the winter quarter of either of them had fairly set in.

The circumstance then, of Cholera having prevailed in the district in
the summer and autumn quarters of the two years referred to, cannot
in any way vitiate the favourable result of my calculation; on the con-
trary, its evident tendency is to improve the point upon which I have
ventured to base that calculation, since the cholera which prevailed in
portions of the September and December quarters of 1849 and 1854,
must have considerably diminished the mortality of the March quarters
following those periods, by reason of the disease having removed many
of the weak and unhealthy who would, in all probability, had they sur-
vived the epidemic of the one quarter, have somewhat largely contributed
to swell the death rate of the next. I mention this because I have
no desire to force the fact of which I have been speaking, into an im-
portance which it might not be thought to deserve. If then, lessdeaths
by 68 can be shewn to have taken place in the quarter, than the average
number which occurred in ten other corresponding periods, it cannot be
a very unreasonable conclusion to arrive at, that some good has been
effected, some valuable lives saved to the community, by the measures
recommended by your Officers of Health, and carriel out under the



5

authority of your board. If this were not so, T fear we should be con-
strained to fall back upon that no very flattering alternative of con-
. sidering that all the legislation of the Board, and all the labour of its
Officers, had been exercised in vain.

Mortality from Zymotic Diseases.

The diseases classed under the head * Zymotic,” (a word derived from
the Greek, and signifying to ferment) include all epidemic, endemic,
contagious and infectious maladies, and they are such as are generally
considered to a great extent preventible, or, I should rather say, their
causes are deemed much more within our power to remove, or to mitigate,
than are the causes of many of the ordinary diseases which afflict man-
kind. This being the case, it is clear that a due consideration of the
death rates from these peculiar maladies must be of the utmost import-
ance in any attempted estimate of the healthiness or unhealthiness of
particular localities.

In the March quarter of last year (1856), it appears that as many as
37 deaths were registered from six of the most frequent, and the most
fatal diseases of the Zymotic Class, viz:—Smallpox, Measles, Scarlet
Fever, Hooping Cough, Diarrhea, and Typhus Fever; whilst in the
quarter just expired, 30 deaths only took place in the entire district
from these maladies.

When it is considered that the deaths iu the last quarter, occasioned
by the above named diseases, occurred in an increased population, and
that the three months through which we have just passed, have not been
marked by any very favourable conditions tending to prevent the occur-
rence, or the spread of Zymotic Disease, the saving of seven lives under
this head will appear no slight one to record as the result of a stricter
observance of the laws of health.

In the March quarter of 1856, as many as six deaths occurred in the
district from small-pox alone. A reference to the tables in the appen-
dix will show that happily, out of an estimated population of near 60,000
souls, not a single individual died of this fearful disease, during the
quarter just expired.

Fully assured of the prophylactic value of vaceination when properly
and carefully performed, your Medical Staff have neglected no opportu-
nities since they have been in office, of furthering this most important
branch of preventive medicine ; and perhaps to increased exertions in
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this direction, and to increased care in the performance of the operation,
is to be attributed the present comparative freedom from a pestilence,
which for some years past appears to have claimed a somewhat large
number of victims in the more populous parts of the district.

The Zymotic Diseases to which the greatest number of persons have
guccumbed during the quarter, appears to have been Whooping Cough,
which proved fatal in 10 instances; Scarlatina which resulted in death
in 8 cases; and Typhus Fever which found 7 victims amongst the
scattered population of the district. Of the total number of Zymotic
cases, it is worthy of remark, that the majority of deaths occurred
amongst the families of those who are constrained to dwell in places
notoriously unhealthy, from absent or defective drainage, bad water,
and deficient ventilation.,

That this is unhappily the case under every form of disease that has
resulted in death during the quarter, and (with one exception), in every
sub-district in which a register of mortality is kept, will be best shown
by a reference to the subjoined table :—

Rikia . !Nﬂmhrnfﬂﬂfhﬁ-
i 5 o f
Sub-districts, duﬁ:.:;:h{ Qutarter Hﬂ?ﬂ ﬂ;m#::' 1
amongst all Classes. | Lobouring Classes.

CLAPHAM ..... AR (O e Bem T 74 50
WANDSWORTH ..... coccreneasss 7l 48
BETTERBEL . .\ cvecseavescissassn 95 78
DR BRI Y oo e isnin sl kiais asis S 23 15
STREATHAM. includin

TOOTING & BALHASH | - o s

Tﬂtvﬁlnunut---uun zsi ﬂ{'l

From the above table we gather, that when the number of deaths
amongst the industrial classes is deducted from the general total of 284,
there will remain 83 deaths only to be distributed amongst the three
other classes, gentry, professions and trades.

The above may be termed the black side of the picture, and to
look at it almost destroys the gratification experienced in recording
the fact of a greatly decrcased general rate of mortality. But may
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not this be left as an evil to our time, that it may hereafter be-

come a monument and trophy to the good we may be able to effect?

The blackness of the picture ought not to be a ground for despair, but

a call to greater effort. If we once determine to make that effort,

who shall say how soon we shall be enabled: to reverse the ‘picture ?
Prevailing Sickness.

At first sight it might strike a casnal observer that the register of mor-
tality of a district furnished a good index to the amount and intensity
of the sickness of that district, and that the one was a fair measure of the
other; but it is not so in reality. Particular diseases may and often do
prevail at a time when the deaths from those diseases are but very few ;
and the reverse may be the case. I believe the only way in the absence
of returns from private practitioners, to arrive at even an approximate
estimate of the amount of disease prevailing in a district, is to analyse
the weekly records of sickness kept by the Union Medical Officers, and
to obtain if possible, a similar analysis of returns which could be fur-
nished by the Medical Officers of Local Public Institutions. The first
of these analyses your Medical Staff (being all Medical Officers under
the Poor law), can of course, (as they have already done) accomplish
without difficulty. The other analysis it is thought, can only he
accomplished successfully through the mediation of the Board,
and hence my colleagues have requested me to appeal to the
Board, in this Report, for its assistance in carrying into effect the
suggestion of the Association of the Medical Officers of Health of the
Metropolis, that ““ Application should be made through the medium of
the Vestry or Distriet Boatd, to the Managing Committee or Board of
each Institution, for permission to obtain the information required.”
The importance of collecting these valuable statistics, and of embodying
them as it is proposed to do, in a weekly publication under the authority
of the General Board of Health, cannot be over estimated; and I shall
have great pleasure in more fully explaining the proposed scheme and
its requirements, whenever it is convenient to this Board or its Sanitary
Committee to afford me an opportunity of doing so.

A reference to Table IV, in the appendix will show, that 1140 cases
of sickness &e,, were treated by the Union Medical Officers during the
past quarter, and that 36 only of those cases terminated fatally. The
same table will also exhibit the gratifying fact, that both the sickness
and mortality amongst the pauper population of the District was un-
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usually slight, compared with that of corresponding seasons. A verifi-
cation of this statemeunt will be found in the return from my own sub-
district (Putney), in which it is recorded, that out 150 cases of sickness
of greater or less severity, attended by me in my capacity of District
Medical Officer, the death of but one person (a female 87 years of age)
was registered during the quarter just expired.

Sanitary Improvements— Removal of Nuisances, &e.

As the Medical Officers of Health will shortly present their report for
the past year (1856), and will therein have an opportunity of offering
their suggestions, and of pointing out to the Board what has been done,
what they propose should be done, and what they conceive has been
left undone in their respective sub-districts, there will be but little need
for me to attempt any very detailed analysis of such local sanitary
operations as are intended to be dealt with by the individual Officers
under whose cognisance they have especially fallen. But it will be as
well to give in this section of the report, a brief summary of the most
important of the suggestions contained in the fortnightly returns of my
colleagues, as they apply to investigations and inspections made during
the quarter, the sanitary operations of which it is part of my duty to
review.

Local Returns.

CLAPHAM. The fortnightly returns from this sub-district, speak
generally of the favourable state of the public health throughout the
quarter. (The prevailing zymotic and other diseases in each of the seven
sub-districts, can be best ascertained from the tables in the appendix,
consequently there will no need to repeat them in this summary.)

Mr. Mec. Donogh in several of his reports, repeats a recommendation
to take advantage of favourable weather to complete certain sanitary
operations which had previously been reported on, and he especially
alludes to the condition of certain ponds in his sub-district, and to the
want of drainage in many of the poor localities.

WANDSWORTH. Mr. Nicholas makes many allusions to the un-
satisfactory condition of the poorer class of houses in his sub-district.
The inspections have been many and the evils disclosed such as appeared
to require immediate attention. The main requirements of the houses
examined, were a supply of good water, better ventilation, the more
general adoption of covered dust-bins, the construction of decent water
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closets, in the place of the disgusting open cesspools which abound
throughout the parish, and above all improved drainage, which is a
necessity in almost every locality in which the poor dwell. Speaking
in one of his returns of the examination of 35 houses in South Street,
Garratt Lane, Mr. Nicholas observes, “ On the west side of this street,
five houses are supplied by means of three pumps, the water being good,
all the rest use the Wandle water. Some of the privies of these last
houses are made to overhang the river, an arrangement which, while
furnishing an excellent illustration of the simple mechanical principles
which should be adopted for the fulfilment of efficient drainage, must
be admitted to be ill calculated to ensure a supply of wholesome water
for drinking purposes, the water being dipped, within a yard or so, of
the entrance of feecal matter.”

BATTERSEA. Particular attention is called by Dr. Conmor to the
unsanitary condition of the houses in Francis Street, in one of which
seven cases of Scarlet Fever had occurred, and which he conceived had
been very greatly aggravated by the filthy state and defective drainage
of this locality. 1n one of the returns there is also mentioned an in-
spection of Ford's Buildings, which disclosed similar deficiencies as
those found in Francis Street, the keeping of pigs (77 in number, in the
rear of the buildings), contributing in no small degree to the unhealthi-
ness of the neighbourhood. Other inspections are alluded to, and the
houses said to be greatly deficient in drainage, dust-bins, and traps to
the gullies. The health of this sub-district is spoken of as having been
tolerably good throughout the quarter, but that several of the diseases
of the zymotic class had been prevalent,

PUTNEY. In the returns from my own sub-district, the existence of
a nuisance arising from defective drainage, is pointed out in the Upper
Richmond Road, where fever of a low type prevailed, the effect, it was
supposed, of miasma from an open ditch in a filthy condition, situate
in the parish of Barnes. "Works are, I believe now in progress to remedy
thisevil. Nuisances existing on the lower common, and the very defective
drainage of that locality are also alluded to. Here again, improvements
are in progress; but the neighbourhood is I consider in anything but a
sound sanitary condition. It is my opinion that many beneficial results
will spring from the construction of the new sewerage of this town, and it
affords me much satisfaction to be able to state that the works connected
with this long desired undertaking are being carried out in a very
efficicnt manner by the Contractor. The inspection of houses in this
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locality should be resumed; those that were examined during the
quarter, disclosed precisely the same deficiencies as are mentioned in
the returns from many of the other sub-districts.

STREATHAM. Cases of Fever having occurred in the Manor Park,
Brick Fields, Mr. Brown in one of his returns calls attention to the
necessity of some stringent measures to improve the state of this locality.
He states, that “in front of the houses the people deposit all their
refuse animal and vegetable matter, around which is a perfect swamp
of putrid water, fully accounting for the cases of fever that have arisen
there.”” The health of this subsdistrict appears by the return to have
been very good throughout the quarter.

TOOTING AND BALHAM. Both Mr. Chapman and Mr. Ward
have furnished returns during the quarter, that are highly satisfactory
as regards the health of their respective sub-districts. The former gen+
tleman calls attention to the defective drainage of a court in his sub-
district, in which seven cases of common continued fever had come
under his notice; and the latter to some sewers in Balham New Road,
and in Devonshire Road which require examination and improvement.
Several houses in the vicinity of these sewers were found flooded at
their basements in consequence of the defects referred to. This nuisance,
has, it appears, been several times reported on by Mr. Ward.

The moral and physical deterioration of the.industrial classes pro-
duced by unclean dwellings, ill ventilation, bad or absent drainage,
and imperfect water supply, is a theme upon which volumes might be
written ; but the simple question I would now put, is—Is all being
done that can be done, to secure the blessings of more healthy homes to
those in this district who, it has been shown, are by reason of their
helplessness and inability to sccure these blessings for themselves, so
much more liable than any other class to fall victims to sickness and its
long train of attendant evils ?

There can be no doubt that much activity is being displayed, and
always has been displayed, by the Board end its executive officers, to
fully accomplish the objects and design of the Act which authorises
their efforts; but it may not be without its advantages to show, in as
concise a form as possible, to what extent those efforts have been suc-
cessful during the past quarter, as well as the results of the Board’s in-
terference where such was needed, and the want of success that has at-
tended some few first efforts to effect certain improvements for the general
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benefit of the community. The following table which has been prepared
from information obtained through my colleagues, from the several in-
spectors acting under the authority of the Board, will I trust, exhibit
with sufficjent clearness the points T have alluded to.

For the Quarter ending March 28th, 1857.

| Resul,
T il ’ =]
N ATTET
| g §52) 32 | g3 |5 | BE (R, E
'Ei*ﬁ 'E.g _..’E é‘i =g Eﬂg .
SUB-DISTRICTS.| & | % 5% s E g5 E : E'g S35 Q
MR i ga i g k
“ é-ﬁa =% | § z°§ =§ E%
Clapham ...... W IETTY T A ot
wﬁhd?:mm... 125 | 22 8 o S Dol
Battorses, ...... 13 7 Y R 1 g ey
Putn R 69 25 ) 6 wan 19 .
Strea et a0 1 1 ket h 8 -
Tmﬁﬂguuuuu ?ﬂ lT 3 11 L] 3 - LLL]
Bllhm.-u"-" 2'! ﬁ 'ﬁ wam l e e T
T O sl | Tnll td 2 b el 21 511

It should be observed that the notices served on owners, occupiers,
and others by the Inspectors, in compliance with the orders of the
Board, were chiefly for the construction, cleansing, and trapping of
drains, the laying on of water, the conversion of open cesspools into
water closets, the construction of dust bins, the removal of swine, and
the general abatement of nuisances injurious to health or interfering
with the public convenience. Besides the above, several works of great
and lasting utility have been begun in various parts of the district since
the commencement of the quarter, some of which are evidently designed
to remove many of the evils affecting the health of the public that have
been reviewed in this report.

Whilst your Inspectors have been active in their respective sub-dise
tricts in attending to the suggestions of the Medical Staff, and in the
general superintendence of works, the Officers of Health have availed
themselves of every opportunity to discuss and mature plans for future
action, and to engage themselves in making important investigations
and statistical enquiries, with a view to establish on as scientific a basis
as possible, their practice of preventive medicine—a practice which, to
realize all the advantages to be obtained from it, they feel they must
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TABLE IIIL

Birtas during the Quarter ending 28th March, 1857

SUB-DISTRICTS, | Males. | Females.| Total.
CLAPHAM ... s 71 79 150
WANDSWORTH ... | 42 43 85
BATTERSEA - 79 55 134
PUTNEY ... 31 20 61
B e el

ToraL 2567 225 482

Metrorororear. MEans.

For the Quarter ending 28th March, 1857,

Barometer corrected mean

M :an temperature of the air
Mean degree of humidity
Mean amount of Ozone ...

Amount of Rain collected

wiw

20920

333

848

1-933

4-06
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REPORT

ON THE BANITARY CONDITION OF THE SEVERAL PARISHES
INCLUDED IN THE WANDSWORTH DISTRICT, FOR THE

QUARTER THAT ENDED JUNE 27th, 1857.

To the Board of Works for the Wandsworth District.

GENTLEMEN,

The statistical tables inserted in the appendix to this report have
well repaid the trouble of compilation, shewing as they do results of a
very satisfactory character,

Mortality.

In the quarter that ended 27th June, the number of deaths from all
causes, registered in the entire Wandsworth District, was 257. The
number registered in the June quarter of 1856 was 206. It follows
therefore that the mortality of the past quarter was less by 39 than that of
the corresponding one of last year, though no correction be made for the
increase of population in the interval. Comparing the average mortality
of the June quarters of the ten previous years with that of the quarter
just expired, and allowing for increase of population, it will be found
that the difference in favor of the latter is as near as possible the same
as the above, viz, 89. A reference to the tables themselves, will
furnish the enquirer not only with the relative rate of mortality
of the several sub.districts, but with the ages at death in all cases
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the social position of the deceased persons, and it is helieved with other
information of equal interest to the statician and philanthropist.

Prevalence of Epidemic Diseases.

From five of the principal Epidemic or Zymotic diseases, viz:—
measles, scarlatina, whooping-cough, diarrhea and continued fever,
there resulted 25 deaths, which is five less than took place from the
game maladies during the previous or March quarter of the present year,
and thirteen less than were registered in the corresponding quarter of
last year.

It is also a very gratifying circumstance to record that during both
the March and June quarters of the present year, not a single death
has been registered as the result of small pox.

‘Whooping Cough it appears has been the most fatal amongst zymotie
maladies, numbering ten victims in the entire district. Next to this,
Scarlatina has resulted in the greatest number of deaths during the
quarter, eight persons having succumbed to that disease. From fever
of a typhoid character, seven fatal cases have been recorded in the
Registrars returns.

Sickness and Mortality amongst the Union FPoor.

Of 1334 cases of sickness amongst the recipients of parochial relief,
both in the Workhouse, and in the several sub-distriets under the care
of the Union Medical Officers, forty-eight only have resulted in death
during the three months, a very small proportion considering the many
disadvantages and drawbacks under which the traatm.ant of disease
amongst this class is frequently undertaken.

The highest mortality amongst the pauper population of the district,
(vide table 4), appears under the head phthisis, sixteen persons having
died of that fatal and distressing malady out of twenty-eight who came
under treatment. From lung diseases, exclusive of phthisis,, the ratio
of deaths amongst the same class to the cases treated, was 9 to 160, from
measles it was 1 to 16, whooping-cough 2 to 37, whilst of 18 cases of
scarlatina, 65 of diarheea and dysentery, 36 of fever, and 12 of erysipelas
no deaths appear to have been registered. Of 962 cases of other
diseases, injuries, accidents, &c., not included in any of the classes
above-named, there were registered in the Medical Relief Books of the
Union 19 deaths only. Upon the whole, it is believed a more satisfac-
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tory state of the public health, so far as relates to the poor of the
district, has been but seldom recorded.

Meteorological Phenomena.

In the table of meteorological observations for the past quarter, kindly
furnished by the Principal of the Training College, Battersea, the mean
temperature is registered as 39°8. which is above the average of corres-
ponding quarters for some years past. The highest temperature as
registered in the shade, was on the last day of the quarter (27th of
June), and reached 81°5. It has been further ascertained that the
mean temperature of the quarter was nearly half a degree higher than
the average of the corresponding periods of 48 years. In the five cor-
responding weeks ending June 6th, 1857, the mean temperature was
10°3. above the same average. During this latter period there were
but three deaths from epidemic diseases registered, throughout the
entire district.

Local Returns and Observations.

CLAPHAM. Mr. Me. Donogh reports “ The health of this sub-dis-
trict has been remarkably good throughout the quarter. The number
of deaths as returned at each of the fortnightly periods of reporting to
the Board has varied considerably, but upon the whole the rate of mor-
tality has been low, compared with that of corresponding quarters of
former years. The greatest number of deaths (19) was registered during
the fortnight that ended June 20th, the lowest (4) was during the two
weeks which expired April 25th. The average mortality of the 13
weeks appears to have heen rather under 7 per week. During the
month or six weeks immediately preceding the termination of {he past
quarter, whooping-cough prevailed in the parish to some considerable
extent, and proved fatal to four children.

By the Inspectors report for the quarter, it appears that in Clapham
41 notices had been served upon owners or occupiers of premises, for
various sanitary purposes, nearly the whole of which have been com-
plied with, or the necessary works commenced, Drainage and the conver-
sion of open cesspoolsinto water-closets, have been amongst the principal
improvements accomplished, or being accomplished in this sub-district.
The cases requiring magisterial interference have been two (for obstrue-
tion of the footways) and in both convictions were obtained.
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The number of complaints entered in the Inspectors books, all of
which have been enquired into by the Board, was 81. °

WANDSWORTH. Mr. Nicholas writes, “ The improvement in the
general health of this parish which was manifest in the first quarter of
the year, was still more notable in that just ended. The number of
deaths registered during the past quarter was 50, which is 15 less than
the lowest number of any corresponding quarter during the past six
years, 25 less than the average of corresponding quarters of the same
period, and 35 less than the corresponding quarter of last year.

There was less mortality from epidemic disease during the two past
quarters, by one half, than during the corresponding periods of last year
(6-12). By a similar comparison there were less cases of sickness by
nearly one-sixth, and less mortality by mnearly one-half amongst the
poor. The above comparison is too extensive and varied to fall short
of the conviction that a great diminution of mortality and sickness has
taken place from some unusual cause, an explanation of which does not
present itself, except by a full entertainment of the probable effects of
sanitary agency.”

The Inspectors return from this sub-district, gives the number of
sanitary notices served upon owners and occupiers as 16, nine of which
appear to have been second notices. The number of houses inspected
during the quarter was 79. The sanitary improvements perfected
during the same period, comprise the construction of water-closets 11,
the emptying of cesspools 10, the filling-up of the same 3, the comple-
tion of effectual house drainage 18, the erection of dust-bins 17, besides
several other minor operations, all tending to the improvement of the
public health of the locality.

BATTERSEA. Dr. Connor aceompanies his qnarterly return with
the following summary of sanitary operations, as furnished by the In-
spector of his sub-distriet.

Notices served during the quarter.

To cleanse drains, cesspools, ponds, &e. iy o 3
To construct and repair drains where common sewers exist ... 3
To remove accumulations of manure and offal i 9
To remove swine kept in improper situations T S
To cleanse unwholesome dwellings o - 9
To remove or abate other nuisances injurious to health 4

Total ..: 24
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Of these 24 notices it is stated that 10 were complied with, and the
necessary works completed, and that 14 have not been commenced or
remain to be enforced. Dr. Connor intimates that the general health of
the sub-district has been good throughout the quarter, the deaths from
epidemic diseases being few. Whooping-cough appears to have resulted
in the greatest number of deaths (5) from that class of diseases,

STREATHAM. Mr. Brown writes, T have nothing particular to
add to my returns for the past quarter.” In one of this gentleman’s
previous reports, the following passage occurs—*T must beg leave to
draw the attention of the Board to the necessity of having all open cess-
pools converted into water-closets with traps and pans and proper water
supply. T have been lately attending a poor woman in Factory Square
who has been suffering from an obstinate attack of Diarrhsa, attributable,
I believe, to the miasma arising from the open cesspools at the back of
the houses.” 1In a still later return (June 20th), Mr. Brown writes,
“Beveral cases of diarrhma have occurred in private practice, and one
case amongst the Union poor. Some cases of scarlatina are under
treatment also in private practice; and a few fresh cases of measles
have océurred amongst the pauper population.”

TOOTING. Mr. Chapman remarks, —¢ The sanitary improvements
of Tooting are still being carried out, more particularly in the very im-
portant matter of thorough drainage. During the quarter 16 cases of
scarlatina amongst the better class of poor, not in receipt of parish
relief, came under my notice, all however recovered, the disease having
been of a mild type.”” In all previous returns of the quarter, Mr.
Chapman has spoken of the general health of this sub-district as being
good; but in one report (25th April) he states that whooping-cough
was then very prevalent.

BALHAM. Of this sub-district, Mr. Ward reports—* The quarter
ending 27th June has been a particularly healthy one, and the number
“of deaths from all causes very few. There has been no particular
epidemic disease noticed during the three months.”

The following return has been received from the Inspector of tha
combined localites of Streatham, Tooting and Balham.
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TInspectors Return for the Quarter ending June 17th, 1857.

Inspections and Works accomplished, &e. Streatham | Tooting. | Balham. |
Number of Houses Inspected ....cocunninareanss| 15 €9 &
Cesspools emptied....... e uave ke ddtecthen woss 4 2 1
Cesspools filled up. ...... sinsusn ruaked sasinbensiny 11 46
Waterclosets constructed.......... i 13 64
Houses in which drainage has been perfected 3 8 1
Romoval of Bwing ....cecossenseanssasssersenses '1 1
Houses in which works are in progress i ¢ M 45
Do. in which works have not been com- | t 9 16

miidkoed” . L e Rl fhaia i)

Urinals abolished ...ccccoearssinsrassnnansenee oire 1

Houses cleansed ........ooeesennans s sbisnaimans 1
Contaminated Wells filled up....coccvnernenes 4

Construction of impermeable cesspools ...... 2 | 1

To effect the above improvements there
have been served

1ot OUOBE ..cisersasnnaraise spessnparoviansunsss 6 20 3
Bl Wotioos ....coorsvisscarrossonamsusrussunsuias 1 6 1

PUTNEY. In my own sub-district but few quarters have been, in
respect to both sickness and mortality, more satisfactory than the one
just expired. With the exception of two fatal cases of Fever occuring
at long intervals, no death from epidemic disease has been registered
during the thirteen weeks. The decreasing proportion of deaths
amongst the industrial class is also remarkably apparent.

In the Registrar General’s returns for the past quarter, eleven deaths
only are recorded as having taken place amongst the labouring popula-
tion of this parish, which is just one half of the usual number. This
is a somewhat unusual circumstance to place on record, since in most of
my former calculations I have found the proportion of deaths amongst
that class to be at least two thirds greater, and. sometimes more, com-
pared with those registered among the gentry, professional and trading
classes combined.

The number of deaths amongst all classes and from all causes
registered in this sub-district was 22 during the quarter, which is one less
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than occurred in the previous March quarter of the present year, and
considerably below the general average of corresponding quarters of
former years.

Amongst the Union poor of this parish, but 3 deaths have been regis-
tered during the same period out of 152 cases treated. The new sewerage
and the drainage of houses, hitherto without these sanitary advantages,
is unquestionably beginning to tell upon the rate of mortality in this
sub-district, especially amongst the poor. Nothing that has been accom-
plished under the authority of your Board appears to have given more
general satisfaction to the tenants of small houses in this locality, than
the improvements I have referred to.

The sanitary measures perfected, or in progress of completion in Put-
ney and Roehampton, have been thus reported to me by the active
Inspector of the sub-district.

Number of houses inspected 179, cesspools emptied 155, cesspools
filled up 138, water-closets substituted for open cesspools 131, dust-bins
supplied 122, removal of swine 1, houses in which drainage has been
perfected 136, houses in which the above improvements have been but
partially accomplished, or in which the works are in progress 20, works
not commenced 4.

In order to accomplish this large amount of improvement, there have
been served upon owners or their agents 45 first, and 30 second notices,
nearly all of which have been attended to.

. Conclusion.

Reviewing the satisfactory information conveyed in the several local
returns in connexion with the very visible diminution in the amount of
gickness and the rate of mortality throughout the distriet, as indicated
by the statistical tables in the appendix, nothing can be more gratifying
to your Officers of Health, than the contemplation of what may be
further accomplished by a continuation in the same direction of their
individual and combined exertions.

The importance of the matters to which I have been called upon to
refer in this report in behalf of my colleagues, is very generally ad-
mitted, and at the present period when there are unmistakeable threat-
enings of the re-appearance of a disease from which the metropolis so
seriously suffered in former years, these measures justly occupy a large
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share of the public attention. It is the earnest hope of your Medical
Staff, that prompt action will always be taken upon recommendations
having for their object the amelioration of the sanitary condition of the
poor, since they are convinced that in proportion as sickness and mor-
tality is diminished amongst that class of the community, will pros-
perity accrue to the district, and the best and highest interest of every
individual resident be promoted.

I am, Gentlemen,

Most obediently yours,
R. HARLAND WHITEMAN.

Chairman of the Associated Medical Officers of Health of the
Wandsworth District.

Purxer, Juse, 1857.
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TABLE III.

Birrus during the Quarter ending 27th June, 1857.

SUB-DISTRICTS.

T —

CLAPHAM ...
WANDSWORTH ...
BATTERSEA

PUTHEY CEL] waw L LY L

STREATHAM including TOOTING and
BALHAM .. .. .

Males. | Females.| Total.
69 58 127 I
37 50 87
75 59 134
25 30 56
s ' ] 34 22 56
LOTAL .. sen. ..o 240 219 459

MEeTROROLOGICAT. MEAXS,
For the Quarter ending 27th, June 1857.

Barometer corrected mean
Mean temperature of the air
Mean degree of humidity
Mean amount of Ozone ...

Amount of Rain collected

I Wind (general direction of )

i 20-920
see 39°3
0-898
240
oes 406
s Westerly.













REPORT

ON THE SANITARY CONDITION OF THE SEVERAL PARISHES
COMPRISED IN THE WANDSWORTH DISTRICT,

FOR THE QUARTER THAT ENDED SATURDAY, 26th SEPTEMBER, 1857,

To the Board of Works for the Wandswerth District.

GENTLEMEN,

The number of deaths {from all causes registered in the entire
district, in the quarter that ended 26th September of the present year
was 280; in the corresponding quarters of three preceding years
{excludiag for obvious rcasons the cholera year of 1854,) the average
number of deaths was 244 ; but as the deaths in the quarter just
expired occurred in an increased population, this average has to be
raised proportionally to such increase, in which case it becomes 268.
The returns of deaths, therefore, in the September quarter of the present
year exhibit an excess of 12 over the corrected average.

At first sight this calculation appears to place the health of the district
in a somewhat unfavourable light, but when it is considered that the
death-rate of the quarter just expired was greatly angmented by an
unusual mortality from diarrheea and summer cholera (in all 62 fatal
cases), the small inerease noted above will not excite so much surprise,
especially if it be borne in mind that the excess is exactly balanced by
the register during the quarter of the unusual number of 12 deaths from
violence, suicide, &e., viz.: 5 from drowning, 1 from hanging, and
5 from wounds, fractures, and other injuries of the person. It should
also be recollected that the excessive death rate from diarrheca during
the quarter was by no means confined to the Wandsworth District.
Much as we have to deplore this unusual mortality from one particular
disease, we have the gratifying fact to place in the opposite scale, that
the number of deaths in the district during the same period, from most
of the other severe forms of zymotic disease, though occuning in an
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increased population, was only one in excess over that recorded in the

corresponding quarter of 1856, as will be clearly exhibited in the
following table :—

ZLymotic disenses Dieaths in quarter end- Deaths in quarter end-
g ing 27th Sept. 16836 ing 37th Sept. 1857,

Bmal) Pox..ou i inn s Sk ome iR e s ke a s 0
Measles . ....... T Ly B O e e e e 0
Boatlabins . i\ Jia dii st ST b e N
Hooping Cough  .......... . SEPPRPPG QTSERANTE |0 7
Paver) N vl i L s W LB 5ol O 10

p 1 R Sr— —————

Of these five diseases of the zymotic class the excess is shown to have
arisen entirely from the increased fatality from fever, which is accounted
for in some measure by the unusually high temperature of the months
of July and August, and even of the latter part of September, and by
the many and sudden atmospheric changes throughout the quarter. In
one year only (1818) out of 86 years, as ascertained by Mr. Glaisher,
did the temperature exceed that of the three summer months now under
review ; the month of September was also more humid than usual, but
those of July and August were less so than has been observed for many
years. In three of the diseases enumerated in the above table a decrease
in the number of deaths in the September quarter, 1857, is exhibited,
and in scarlatina the numbers at both periods are equal,

It is worthy of remark that all the deaths from fever in the past
quarter, as well as the majority of those from other epidemic and
endemic diseases, occurred amongst the industrial classes residing for
the most part in unculverted localties, or in courts, lanes, and alleys
known to be badly paved, inefficiently drained, or having open ditches,
or other nuisances in their vicinity. At Wandsworth, five cases of fever
appear to have terminated fatally; two in Garratt Lane, one at the
Waterside, one in Edwards’ Place, and one in North Street. At Clapham,
three deaths from fever were registered in the quarter, their localities
being, Crescent Place, Park Road; James's Place, Larkhall Lane; and
Park Hill. At Battersea, but one death from fever has been recorded,
and that took place in York Street, where it appears there is an open
ditch. Streatham also returns one death from the same malady, and as
having taken place in a locality (Bridge Green, Lower Btreatham,) not
yet possessing the advantages of good drainage and other samitary
improvements. Putney has, fortunately, no registered death from fever
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to place on the present quarterly record,—a circumstance that may be
very fairly attributed to the improved state of the drainage throughout
the town during the last year. This sub-district, doubtless from the
same cause, has also escaped in a remarkable manner the fatality
usually attendant upon the other diseases of the zymotic class,
prevalent in the summer and autumn months, as is shown in the weekly
returns of the Registrar General, from which the following table has
been compiled.

Deaths from six of the principal Zymotie Diseases registered in each sub-district
during the thirteen weeks of the September quarter, 1857

Bmall Scarlet | Hoopng | FovEr
BUB-DISTRICTS. Pox. Measles, Vavar. can:h.l Ii'ljl:: %phm Total
|
mnph‘m------llill-ll!llimit » e O 2 'E ! 2[ I 3 32
Bntm EERERY BRIEFAERARF e BEE mEE CE LT IE I ]T
wmd‘wurtlh BEESsssssnSnaRERssw (12 LR “nw maw Iu 6 I'ﬁ
Pumutg SaREEl AR AR RN R L2 ] LLL e wEw 1 ma !
Streatham, (including Bal-
m Ill.d ﬂﬂﬁnﬂ FEEEREEEE waw o I 1 4 l: ?
Tﬂtl]l.n-u ------ anm e '3 ? '52 1“ TE’

L
The above table will also point out not only the sub-districts in which
preventible disease has been most rife during the quarter, but those to
which the attention of the Board and of its executive officers is most
needed.
Sickxess AND Mortaniry asoxesr THE Usion Poor.

Table IV., appendix, exhibits a most favourable rate of mortality
amongst the indigent receiving parochial relief out of the work-
house. Out of 1474 cases of sickness atlended, and administered
to, by the Union Medical Officers during the quarter, only 52 deaths
resulted, although a severe and very fatal epidemic prevailed nearly the
whole time. By excluding from this table all the cases of diarrheea and
English cholera, that came under treatment, and comparing the number
of other diseases treated, with the number recorded in table IV.,
appended to the Report of the previous or June quarter, a great
improvement in the health of the pauper population of this Union will
be made manifest. For example in the one class of maladies connected
with the lungs, including phthisis, as many as 188 cases were treated
during the quarter that ended 27th June last, of which number 25
resulted in death ; whereas in the quarter that expired on the 26th
September, 56 cases and 14 deaths are all that are found recorded in
the Medical Relief Books.
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Tocar SUMMARIES.

Crarmas.—Mr. McDonogh appends to his return the following
remarks: ¢ Diarrheea, fever, hooping cough, and scarlatina, the latter
¢in a mild form, prevailed in the month of July; during Aungust
« dinrrhaea became still more prevalent and severe, and hooping cough
¢t jnoreased at the latter end of themonth. At the early part of September
¢« diarrhoea became less prevalent, and towards the close of the month
«but few cases comparatively speaking presented themselves. The
“ pumbers of registered deaths from all causes varied considerably during
+ the quarter, the lowest number (10) having been reconded in the fort-
“ nightly return of July 4th, and the highest (16) in the return of
« September 12th.” Mr. McDonogh adds, that * 209 inspections of
* houses, &e., took place during the quarter, 43 cesspools were filled
“up, 44 closets supplied with water, and 2 new closets constructed.”
Further, that * there were 174 complaints received, 74 notices served,
¢«and 11 nuisances removed or abated.” ~With reference to the
mortality from fever, the locality of Crescent Place and James's Place, in
each of which a death took place, the drainage is described as ““ defective,”’
whilst the sanitary condition of Park Hill, where the third death from
fever occurred, is stated to be ** tolerably good.”

WanpsworTir.—Mr., Nicholas writes, “The improved state of the
«Lealth of this sub-district, which obtained during the previous
« quarter of this year still continues, the total number of deaths
# registered during the past quarter was 62, occurring equally in the
“ two sexes; this number is less by 11 than the average of the corres-
« ponding quarters of the last 7 years, and 1 less fhan the corres-
+« ponding quarter of last year. There were 15 deaths from epidemic
« discases, being 4 more than occurred in the corresponding quarter of
“last year. This increase was chiefly due to diarrheea, which was with
““one cxception confined to infants. There was (see Table 1V.,
¢ appendix,) a corresponding increase of diarrheea this quarter amongst
“ the poor; but as there is an absence of other contagions diseases, the
¢ tctal amount of epidemic disease is nearly the same. There was
«npwards of jth more general disease and twice the number of

¢ yesulting deaths amongst the poor than occurred in the same quarter
« of last year; but still this statement is not above the average, for
¢ the qutumn quarter of last year was an unusually healthy one, and
¢ jnasmuch as the mean temperature of this quarter was 33° above the
“ average, is very satisfactory.”
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Batrersea.—Dr. Connor furnishes the following summary of sanitary
work suggested, and improvements accomplished, during the past quarter.
“ Houses inspected, 13; notices served to cleanse drains, cesspools
“&e., 6; to construct drains where main sewers exist, §; to convert
*‘ open cesspools into water-closets, 1; to remove swine, 2; to cleanse
" unwholesome dwellings, 1; to remove other nuisances, 2; of the
*“above notices 11 have been complied with, and 6 remain to be enforced.”
In reference to the death from fever which is registered as having occurred
in York Street, Dr. Connor writes, “T know nothing of this death myself,
‘““but I can state that the street has good facilities for drainage, and that
“* there is an open ditch at one end which might influence a case of this
“kind, if it occurred at that end.” The number of deaths from all
causes in this Parish, during the quarter was 85, which is only six more
than took place in the previous or June quarter, the excess being
occasioned by the increased mortality from choleraic disease and diarr-
heea. In the previous quarter the number of deaths from this latter
cause was 5 only; in the present table (vido appendix) as many as 21
deaths are recorded as the result of these same maladies.

StrEATHAM.—From this sub-district no return of house inspections,
&e., has been received for the quarter that ended 26th September, owing,
it is apprehended, to the office of Inspector having lately become vacant.
To the return of sickness and mortality amongst the outedoor poor of
this sub-district, Mr, Brown, appends the following note :—¢ But one
“death has oceurred amongst the Union Poor during the quarter,
“to an infant, only one day old, from atrophy. Diarrhea has
“ been very prevalent, but not much amongst the Union Poor; fever also
“has been very prevalent, but only one death at the termination of the
“ quarter had occurred from it, and it has been confined exclusively to
““ that portion of the district called Lower Streatham, the drainage and

“ sewerage in that locality not being in so good a state as in the other
¢ parts of the distriet.”

Toorive axp Barmaw.— Owing, it is supposed, to the same cause as
stated under Streatham, the usual return from the Inspector has not been
forwarded. Mr. Ward remarks in reference to Balham, that « during
“ the quarter just ended, the prevailing sickness was almost exclusively
““confined to diarrhewa, which, however, was of a mild character and
‘“readily yielding to treatment. Of sanitary improvements many have
““been accomplished, but several yet remain to be carried out, more
““ particularly in the way of drainage.”
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Porxey. The most gratifying feature in the mortality return of this
sub-district, (vide Table II, appendix) is almost the total absence of all
record of fatal cases of the ordinary zymotic diseases. With the exception
of English cholera, to which one child—as certified by the medical attend-
ant—is registered as having succumbed, and of diarrheea, which in
my own practice, resulted in death in one instance (the deceased
woman having reached her 99th year,) there have been no deaths
from ordinary epidemic disease during the entire quarter. The total
number of deaths from all eauses—although the present return presents
an excess of three over the June quarter—is below the average of cor-
responding seasons, after making the wsual correction for increase of
population. The table referring to the sickness and mortality of the
out-door umion poor is, as far as it relates to Putney, of an equally
gratifying character; the number of deaths recorded as having oceurred
amongst this class of persons in the Parish, amounting to only three
during the entire quarter, out of 206 cases treated. This rate of mor-
tality, considering how extensively dimrrheea prevailed amomgst the
class referred to, is extremely low, and has searcely a parallel in the
Union records for years past. In the corresponding guarter of 1856,
the number of deaths amongst the same class of patients, was four, out
of only 129 cases treated. The principal sanitary event of the quarter
is the completion of the drainage and sewerage in the bye-ways and
poorer localities of this town, to the inhabitants of which it has proved
one of the greatest possible boons.

In conclusion it may be observed that considerable advance has been
made during the quarter towards improving the sanitary comdition of
the entire district, a fact which will be rendered still more apparent
by a reference to the following report from the Inspector of the Wands-
worth and Putney sub-districts, which I regret to say, came to hand too
late to be inserted in its proper place amongst the local summaries.

Inspector's Report for the Parish of Putney, for the Quarter ending
September 29th, 1857.

Number of Houses inspected. . ..., .cov.iiiinan. 54
First noticesserved ...........coviininanannan 14
T S I TR IRy e e d
Cespools emplied ...... cc0ivmevnessoniwniioen 26
178 11T R TR SRR BT (RO rihi.
Waliee:mpnbind . . . owcor o fowirng s e vaustit 1

Drained into Sewer



ANt Bow monidnd ., . oo o v v b e b i i 20
Removal of Pig nuisances. . ... L R i 4
Unwholesome dwellings lime-whited .. ..... T
Nuisance from foul ditch removed. ,.,.......... i |
Magisterial interference .., ..oe0vvrenrsinunsonss 0
: For tae Panisg or WANDsWORTH.
Number of Houses inspected ,.,.......... e ot S0
First notices served . ....veuseenone. SRS 13
e SRR g e i e ek ok ol
Cesspools emptied ......... g i g e S . 19
Ditlo Bllad 0D o uivenns oo baseh A (T ) 19
Drained into Bewer ........coe0ce.ens Er TS |
Closets construeted  «..uvivereossnsonncnenesns 18
Dot B prowidal o5 Lo s, thnr fundn o 13
Removal of vegetable, dung, and other ott’eumw mat-
TRED d o ik am 0 B i e R o e T e B 5
T A A R UL SO e S 0 1
Unwholesome dwelling cleansed ................ 1
Magisterial interference............cc00vvunusn. 0
fS'MJ}

J. NIBLETT, Iwsrecron.

In respectfully urging upon the Board a continuance of efforts in
the same direction, the excellent precautionary advice lately issued by
the President of the Board of Health, and subsequently endorsed by the
Registrar General, may be very appropriately referred to: the former
authority thus concludes his able manifesto—* Local Boards may be
““ well assured that if any precautions adopted by them against Cholera,
“should hereafter seem to have been superfluous in relation to that
“‘ epidemic,—if the suggested possibility of a fourth visitation should,
““ happily not now be realized—the pains and cost which may have
*“ been given to sanitary improvement will in no degree have beer wasted,
“ since undoubtedly such exertions will have borne fruit in preventing
* other disease, and in lessening hoth the misery and the expense, the
““waste of life and the waste of money, which is now the consequence
““of defective sanitary arrangements.” It need scarcely be remarked
that your Officers of Health entirely concur in every principle enun-
ciated, and in every recommendation contained in the valuable document,
from which the above is an extract—more especially as regards the






APPENDIX.

TABLE I
Dearss from Arr Cavses Registered in the entire Waxpsworrm Disrricr
during the Quarter ending 26th September, 1857.
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TABLE III

Birrns during the Quarter ending 26th of September, 1857,

| e
SUB-DISTRICTS. Males, 'Femnleu. Total.
CLAPHAM 54 [ 14 128
WANDSWORTH ... .. we oo on a | s 76
i o B
BATTERSEA ... ... ... ... 73 ‘ 73 146
PUTNEY ... 21 l 91 42
STREATHAM, xczvpse TOOTING axp |
v R R S s g e 29 i 33 62
o e | -
TOPAL sos  sss a8 218 I 226 444
M_

MxrROBOLOGICAL MEANS,

For the Quarter ending 26th of September, 1857.

e —
Barometer corrected mean ... 29953 inch,
Mean temperature of the air ... e §20°8
Mean degree of humidity .. .. .. 0014
Mean amount of Osone... ... w28

I Amount of Rain collected ... ... 8:101 inch,
Wind, (general direction of ) W.&B. W.

e ——
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REPORT

ON THE BSANITARY CONDITION OF THE SEVERAL PARISHES
OOMPRISED IN THE WANDSWORTH DISTRICT, FOR THE

QUARTER THAT ENDED DECEMBER 26th, 1857.

Ty the Board of Works for the Wandsworth District. :

GeNTLEMEN,

The Medical Officers of Health desire, in this their general report
for the quarter that ended December 1857, to bring under the considera-
tion of the Board, in as concise a form as possible consistent with the
requirements of the subject, the localized statistics of disease and mor-
tality, together with a summary of the principal sanitary events of the
period.

Believing, that in order to furnish the means of properly comparing
the state of the public health of one period with that of another, it
would be inexpedient to depart materially from their original plan of
proceeding, it has been deemed advisable to adopt the same tables, and
to follow the same arrangement in this as in former reports; and it is
hoped, that whilst furnishing reliable data, which may serve to test the
sanitary value of the measures executed from time to fime under the
authority of the Board, your Medical Officers of Health will be con-
sidered to have contributed something towards the realization of the
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objects eontemplated by recent sanitary legislation, and to have rendered
some, not unimportant, assistance towards the promotion of the Science -
of Preventive Medicine.

Local Summaries.

Viewed as retrospects of the principal sanitary events of given periods,
the quarterly reports are rendered valuable in proportion to the infor-
mation they are made to afford by which to judge of the effects of the
measures of the Board, in diminishing within the District the amount
of sickness and the rate of mortality. The amount and importance of
the sanitary work actually accomplished during the past quarter will
be best shown by arranging the information obtained from the Inspec-
tors of the several sub-districts, and presenting the same in a tabular
form. This done, the test furnished by the statistical data embodied
in the tables appended to this and former reports, may with greater
facility be brought to bear upon the subject, and conclusions drawn
from the suggested analysis that cannot fail to convince the most scep-
tical, that the Wandsworth District is making considerable advancement
in the direction of improvement and healthfulness.

It should be observed, with reference to the following tabular sum-
mary, that the returns from the sub-districts of Streatham, Tooting, and
Balham embrace the works, executed during the months of November
and December only, these parishes having been without an inspector
during the first month of the quarter. The Inspections enumerated in
the table are exclusive of those of slaughterhouses, which every year
form the subject of”a distinet report from each of the Health Officers.
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]
Summary of Sanitary Inspections, Notices served, and Improvements
effected in the several sub-districts during the quarter that ended
December 1857.

1805 ils]: g
5 o - : g o
S| 8|85 ]|8|¢ % =
5 . o E 3 =
3 = = = &0 - =
No. of houses and premises inspected| 78 | 30 | 37 | 86 | 85 | 32 | n |20
Ist Notives served ... ... ] 14 10 4 4 2 1 40
2nd Notices served o M e A | — 9 4 -— | £ 14
Cesspools emptied or cleansed ... B 12 21 — ] 2 1 49
Cesspools abolished .. .. .. 25 24 13 (] 3 ] k] &5
Water-closets constructed ... ... - 13 12 5 8 9 4 | B4
Water-closets supplied with water .| 38 13 12 5 ] 9 1 89
Drains constructed, or connected
with sewer .., L - } 4 0 u ’ 8 1 5 |18t
Dirains repaired, or trapped, or ob-
structions removed .. .. } el S . § P BARSEAE -
Upen ditches, ponis, &e., cleansed .| 1 1 1 1 1] 3 7 2
Dust-bins provided .., . i 13 10 -— 3 i - — 28
Pig nuisances removed e . .| D 3 1 | =) =] = 26
gy g suneeores | B BECH i 3 o i ot
Unwholesome & dilapidated dwell- |
ings cleansed or repaired } 1 5 1 1 1 S 5 i 4
Cases investigated by Magistrate .| 1 1 o i i e Ve dioae 3
Compulsory orders obtained ... 1 4 — L - — — | /1o
Compulsory works exeeuted ... .0 1 i - 2 - | - - 7
1
Works remaining in abeynnee from et
VArious Causes ... ., .. ; s ol 7 o3¢ 32 ! , "

Apart from the Sanitary work set forth in this table, (amounting
it will be found, to upwards of 900 accomplished improvements of
greater or less importance) many minor nuisances have been removed or
abated throughout the Diswrict. In almost every instance where water
has been laid on for closet purposes, a supply for culinary uses has
been secured.

A little more care, however, seems desirable in some parts of the
District in the arrangements with regard to the supply of water to the
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poor. In Wandsworth for example, there are instances* of water cis-
terns being placed within the closets, where the water remains exposed to
all the contaminating influences usually found in such places, and where
it is necessary for the tenants to go to obtain every drop of fluid for
drinking and other domestic purposes.

Additional Remarks relating to the several Sub-Distriets.

CLAPHAM.—In reference to this sub-district, Mr. Me.Donogh states,
in his return, that the health of the inhabitants continued good through-
out the whole of October, with little or no epidemic disease coming
under treatment. Throughout November and December, although the
health of the locality was on the whole satisfactory, and particularly
so amongst the poor, bronchial, catarrhal, and other affections of the
respiratory organs prevailed to a considerable extent, and contributed
somewhat largely to the registered mortality of those months. Mr.
Me. Donogh further states, that 55 complaints were entered in the
complaint book and were attended to; and that 135 dwellings were
carefully inspected by himself, finding however, in the majority of the
examinations made, but little to complain of. In the early part of
October 23 slaughter-houses were duly inspected and reported on, and
recommendations were tendered fo the proprietors to adopt certain
sanitary improvements, which were, with scarcely an exception, at
once cheerfully carried out. In the return of November 7th, a recom-
mendation wus inserted that all persons keeping pigs should be registered
by the Inspector, and cleanliness strictly enforced in every case. In
subsequent returns attention was directed to numerous dwellings in the
parish needing sanitary appliances to render them healthy residences
for the poor. Especial attention was also called to the bad sanitary
condition of Howard Street and of Waterloo Place, and to the state of *
several dung heaps and accumulations of offal.

The deaths from all causes, during the Quarter, in Clapham were 84,
the births 145—thus giving an excess of births over deaths of 61.
Neither the amount of sickness, nor the rate of mortality amongst the
pauper population was unusually high during the Quarter. Lung

¢ In Martin's Buildings, Frogmore.
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diseases, including phthisis, resulted in death amongst this class of per-
gons in the greatest number of instances; for of 15 deaths, from all
causes, (vide Table IV, Appendix,) it will be seen that 11 occurred
from pulmonary affections alone.

BATTERSEA.—From this sub-distriet a by no means unfavourable
quarterly return has been received. As respects the poor of this
parish, a very satisfactory state of things is indicated by the return of
Dr. Connor, (eide Table IV, Appendix) by which it appears that, of
252 cases of sickness amongst the out-door recipients of Union relief,
5 deaths only have been registered during the past quarter, and that of
these § deaths not one has been recorded as the result of epidemic
disease. In the preceding quarter, the number of deaths amongst the
same clase was 22 out of 270 cases that came under treatment. The
total number of deaths from all causes, and amongst all classes, in this
sub-district, during the quarter just past, is 84, of which 26 are
registered as the result of diseases of the organs of respiration, includ-
ing phthisis. Tn the three preceding quarters, or those that ended in
March, June, and September, the deaths from all causes were respectively
95, 79, and 85. The 84 deaths therefore, of the December quarter,
occwrring as they did in an increased population, may be considered to
indicate an improving state of the public health of this locality, and
very fairly leads to the inference that the sanitary measures already
executed in the parish have not been altogether unproductive of
beneficial results. With reference to the fatality attending epidemic
maladies in this sub-district, and the localities of their oceurrence, Dr.
Connor writes, *“ There is nothing remarkable in the sanitary condition
of the houses in which deaths have taken place from zymotic diseases
during the quarter, except in Ford's Folly, which is in a very un-
wholesome and unhealthy state.”

WANDSWORTH. — Mr. Nicholas, in a Quarterly Appendix to his
returns, makes the following remarks :—* A comparison of the mortality
of the December quarters of previous years, together with a similar
comparion of the sickness which has prevailed amongst the poor, with its
attendant mortality, demonstrates by a very great diminution of disease
both in amount and intensity, a very notable improvement in the
health of this parish. During the 7 years, 1850-6, tho avérage num-



8

ber of deaths in the quarter corresponding with the last was 69 ; this
average being raised in proportion to increase of population, in order to
admit of a just comparison, becomes 76. The total number of deaths
registered during the past quarter was 68, and therefore 8 below the
average. The comparison spoken of also shows that one-third fewer
deaths from epidemic disease occurred in the past quarter than in the
corresponding quarter of 1856, By a similar comparison of the tables
ol disease and mortality amongst the Union poor, it has been found
that there was upwards of one-fifth less disease, and upwards of
one-third fewer resulting deaths during the December quarter of 1857
than during the same quarter of 1856, The past quarter has been
characterized by the prevalence of influenza, and much fatality from
discases of the respiratory organs; nearly one-fourth of the total
number of deaths being attributable to the latter diseases. The quarter
has also been remarkable for an almost entire absence of the eruptive

fevers., An unusually high state of the barometer prevailed, especially
during December.”

STREATHAM, TOOTING., axp BALHAM.—The sub-district
which comprises the above three localities, under the respective sanitary
superintendence of Mr. Brown, Mr. Chapman, and Mr Ward, furnishes
returns for a very satisfactory quarterly summary, though it appears
there has been a slight increase in the number of deaths during the
past quarter over the number registered during the three preceding
quarters. The total number of deaths from all the causes specified in
Tables Tand 1T, appended to this Report, is 28. In the three preceding
quarters, the numbers of fatal cases were respectively 21, 25, and 26.
The excess of the past quarter is more marked in the register of lung
diseases than in that of any other malady; but it is gratifying to find
that, in respect to the diseases of the zymotic class, a considerable fall
in the rate of mortality is observable in the present return when com-
pared with that which immediately preceded it. In the quarter just
past, but 3 deaths were recorded as the result of epidemic disease;
whilst there appears in the register of the September quarter as many
as 8 deaths from this class of maladies. The number of deaths during
the quarter, compared with the number of cases treated amongst the
out-door poor of the three parishes comprising the sub-district of Streat-
ham, is also small. Of 108 cases of sickness, attended .by the Union,
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Medical Officers, 7 only appear to have proved fatal, viz. :—1 at Streat-
ham, 3 at Tooting, and 3 at Balham.

PUTNEY.—In my own sub-district, I find the namber of registered
deaths, from all causes, during the three months constituting the
December quarter of 1857, to be 18 only, and to be distributed amongst
the different classes of society in the following proportions :— Nobility
and Gentry, 1; Professional class, including Merchants, Bankers, &e.,1;
Middle or Trading class, 6; Industrial or Labouring class, 10. Of the
latter deaths, 6 were of persons receiving at the time Union relief,
Deducting from these 6 deaths, one as the result of accident, and two from
infirmity of age (80 and 88 years) the mortality from actual disease,
although scarlatina and influenza prevailed extensively throughont
nearly the whole of the quarter, will have been unusually slight. The
18 deaths, from all canses and amongst all classes, is also a rate of mor- :
tality greatly below the average. Amongst children under five years
three deaths only have occurred, which is & much smaller proportion
than usual at a season when lung diseases are so prevalent, and gene-
rally so fatal amongst the very young. Of persons whose ages exceeded
80 there died as many as 4; but as these latter may be Justly said to
have succumbed to old age and infirmity, the actual deaths from disease,
during the quarter, may be set down as 14 only.

Of the zymotic class of diseases, diarrhwa proved fatal to one person
and fever to another. I carefully inspected the house in which the
latter death took place and, although I found its sanifary condifion to
admit of some improvement, I discovered nothing which could be
viewed as a cause of the affection.

Mortality of the Quarter.

The manuscript weekly returns of deaths occurring in the several
parishes comprising the Wandsworth District, now so obligingly and
regularly furnished by the Registrar-General, have been carefully col-
lated and localized for the quarter under notice, and the results given
in Tables T and IT in the Appendix. A reference to these tables, and
a comparison of them with those appended to the Report of the pre-
vious or September quarter, will furnish the gratifying fact of there
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having occurred, during the past quarter, but 2 deaths only in excess
of the number recorded in the three months immediately preceding—
the difference being that between 280 and 282—thus shewing but a
very slight increase considering the number of deaths (92) registered
in the past quarter as the result of lung diseases exclusively. In order,
however, to show that 282 deaths, occurring in a quarter comprising
three of the most uncongenial months in the year, is not an excessive
mortality, it is only necessary to compare the number of deaths in the
three months we are now reviewing with the number registered in the
corresponding quarter of the previous year, 1856. 1If this be dome, a
difference in favour of the quarter just past of as many as 80 deaths
will be exhibited—the number, in the December quarter of 1856, being
as high as 312, With this fact, then, before us, we are fully justified
in saying that the public health of the district is improving.

L]
Zymotic Diseases.

But there is another fact to which reference may be very fairly made,
as affording proof of the value of sanitary improvements in diminishing
the rate of mortality. Taking six of the principal zymotic diseases
that have proved fatal during the Christmas quarters of the two years
of 1856 and 1857, and placing the numbers of deaths of each period in
opposite columns, there will be exhibited a clear gain of 17 lives in
favour of the latter.

Fymotic Discases. Dieaths in l:bctw;tr Quarter, Deaths in D!‘Iﬁ'!lhr Quarfer,
- s

Small Pox...... AR L e 4 . 0
Measles ......con00s00 SR T S 0
Scarlet Fever .......s T e 3
Hooping Cough........ i AP S 5
TRATTHERR ..o o noencnininnin Bns s G v s 9
Fever, Typhus& Typhoid 10 ....cccivuu.n. 7

Totals . . . cvis 41 24

It cannot, certainly, be denied that the favourable temperature and
other genial atmospheric influences of the last quarter may have
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had much to do with the reduction in the number of fatal cases of
epidemic diseases so greatly below the rate of the previous year; but
something, it is considered, may be very fairly placed to the credit of
sanilary improvements when it can be shown that, in all but one of the
parishes of which the Wandsworth District is composed, a somewhat
considerable decrease iu the number of deaths resulting from the prin-
cipal zymotic diseases has followed the execution of the measures
emanating from the Board in the interval between the periods referred
to. This fact will, perhaps, be more clearly shown in the following
table.

Table showing the Number of Fatal Cases resulting from Six of the
Prineipal Zymotic Diseases in each sub-district during the correspond-
ing December Quarters of 1856 and 1857.

Streatham,
Clapham. | Battersea. |Wandsworth| Putney. TE:II'I:?E-:] Totals.

Zymotic Balham.

- S .hl-. i th Bgfi 'Eu-: E &gr.' Eﬁl '-E..'
25335%3 25 Enﬁﬂéiﬁéaghﬁﬁgséﬁ N0, | AROR

g | & o |l o @[ o o 1__:r
Bmall Pox .. ] — fp. s - =t m— —— - — 1 ' — 1‘ -
Mengles ... ..] 4 | 1 | - e s ¥ N = | i 5 3a
Scarlet Fever ..|] & 1 1 1 2 - — — - | 1 & 3
Hooping Cough] 1 3 3 2 6 | — 1 | — 1 - 12 | 5
Diarrhmea ... ... | 1 — i 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 9
Fever.. .. .| 1 2 2 1 3 1 3 1 1] 21| 3

| |

Toleo, g2 | 7] 7| sdua| 2] 8] s] s]|4 uim

It is worthy of remark, that in most of the sub-districts where
zymotic diseases have manifested themselves, they have proved more
severe and more fatal in just those localities which seem destined to
remain unhealthy by reason of the legal diffienlties experienced in
enforcing the execution of efficient sanitary measures in respect to
property considered not to come within the jurisdiction, or sanitary
supervision, of the Board, and where, consequently, suggested works
of improvement stand but a slight chance of being carried out at pre-
sent in & way to prevent the recurrence of such preventible diseases
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A consideration of the known causes of the severer forms of epidemic
disease will show that few of them can be removed by measures of a
trifling nature er of a mere temporary application. Extended works of
a permanent character in the way of drainage, improved habitations for
the poor, a better water supply, and, above all, powers to compel the
abolition of cesspools, and the cleansing and ventilation of streets and
other places inhabited by the indigent, in a way to secure for them
more of the requisites of healthfulness and decency, are still desiderata.
When even these are obtained, and obtained to the fullest extent (as at
no distant day they doubtless will be) there will still remain the un-
ceasing social duty on the part of those whose avocations bring them in
daily contact with the poor of instructing the ignorant and the careless
amongst this class how to use and not to abuse these benefits.

To this end, apart from their more regular duties, your Officers of
Health have, from the first, perseveringly devoted themselves; and
they hold that there are but few things appertaining to their office of
more importance than these practical teachings, seeing that without
them the advantages to be derived from sanitary improvements have
been seldom properly appreciated, or held in such estimation as to
render them of permanent benefit to the localities to which they have
been applied.

1 am, Gentlemen,

Most obediently yours,
R. HARLAND WHITEMAN.

Chairman of the Associated Medical Officers of Health of the
Wandsworth District.

PurxEY, JANUARY, 1858,



during the Quarter, ending 26th December, 1857.

2P PENDIX.

TABLE 1.
Deatns from Arn Cavses Registered in the entire Wawpswomrtm Districr

Under § Years of Age.

I

1 |Searlatina e i
5 |Hooping Cough ...
fI0roup ... o e
i Throsh ... ... e

§ 55?.‘&?."“ b

1 H-m LTS (rTY e
DHEE 0T
Fistala ... ... ...
Mortification ..,

Icmm LR aaw LR

3 |Hydrocephalus .,
1 |Cephalitia ...

3 |Convulsions ...

l

CAUSES or DEATH.

Under 20 Years of Age-

Years of Age.

At 20 and under §0

At 40 and under 60
Years of Age:

s a4 B

Rheumatic Fever...

Noma (fromGlanders)
Hydrophobia.., ...
I.—mnrpcr. Cancer, &!
others of unceritain seat
Hemorthage ...
Dropsy ...

Gout ¥

3.—Tubercular Class.

4.—0Of Brain, Nerves, &c.

Apoplexy
F“ﬂ?ﬁ. CECI
Delirium Tremens
nm - wE s CEL
Epilepay... ... ...
Tetanns ... ... ..
Insanity ... ...

ELL Anw

Disease of Brain, &c,
5.—0f Heart, &c....
Pericarditis ... ...
Aneuriem ich

E—0f
1 |Laryn o i
Pronchitis .. ...
Pleurisy ... ...
Pneamonia
th . s4E  EEE
1 Diseaze of Lungs, &e.
7. —0Of digestive Organs
1 |Teothing.,, .. ..

e e

Disease of Heart, &o| '
tory Organs)

Quinsey ... .. ..

.
Pl el mgae

#as

EEE

Under & years of Age.

CAUSES or DEATH.

Under 20 Years af Age,

cars of Age

AL 40
¥

Age

Years of
UpWirds.

At 0
and

ToTaL.

._, ...
BoO~ i il wwe

—
EEmEE =

®
-
-

vum=Be o = oewni e

-

BEE @
Rk Ty
- e
T3

Disease of Spleen, .,
8.—0f Kidneys, &e.

I'Hi‘ ap:;ltrn PSR
i e ol
Diabetes P

N s e e
1 e
Strieture of Uretha

(Suffocation ...

Disease of Kidneys &e
8.—0f Utorus, wviz:—
mmmmmfal

10— Joints, Bones
wie. :—Rheuma A &,

Arthritis

wEE #Es

12, —Malforma ]
13.=Debility from Pre-
Birth, &,
l4.—Atrophy ..,
15.—Age ...
!'E\.—-Sllﬂd-m .
17.—Vial =
P S e M
Intem oo

Privation of Food
Want of Breast Milk

%m e i R
Poison ... o o
Burns and Sealds, ,,
I'hﬂ!.'lngau wa

L

BEEEE R

Drowning ...
Fractures ...
Wounds ... .

ECE

Other Violence ...
Causes not specified

B

e

8

g i L1

i T

-
&
&

[ e

til5

g

.
[Eep——-













