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ANNUAL ( ABRTIHZED ) REPCRT
of the
MEDICAL OFFICER m

for the Year 1844.

Public Health Department,
Town Hall, N, 186,
25th October, 1945.
T Alderm d Councillors
of the Metropoli tan Bor of ke Ne .

Mr, Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

An abridged report concerning the health of the Borough during the
year 1944 is hergwith submitted.

During the year thers was & considerable mcvepent of populatian
resulting from the variations in cnemy activity. From January to June
with comparative freedom from cnemy action there was a return flow to
London, but with the use of the V weapons many of the residents evacuated
to safer areas.

These changea are reflscted in the attendances at the Welfare Centres,

although where possible no changes were made in the number or times of the
sessions.

In apite of this activity in the fifth year of a world war health
statistics were maintained and in some cases improved compared with those
of the previous year., The infantile mortality rate dropped from 41.9 to
32.4 as compared with 58 to 52 respectively for London as a whole. The
birth rate increased from 20.1 to 21..9. It will be noted that the
illegitimate infantile mortality rate was nil.

There has however been a steady deterioration in the housing position
in the borough which has been aggravated by cnemy activity. In my annual
report for 1841, it was stated with satisfaction that there were no known
cases of overcrowding on the 1936 Housing Act standard at the end of that
year, The situation at the end of 1944 was entirely different. Many cases
of overorowding were known to this department but it was not found possible
to remedy the position as all available housing was required for "bombed
out" femilies,

There has been a general deterioration in the condition of property
resulting from the sbsence of routine maintenance and bomb damage. In the
early part of the year 15 inadequately housed families were rehoused in
requisitioned property under Ministry of Health Cirocular 2845.

The three war-time nurseries continued to meet a very great need.
Owing to the difficulty in finding local girls to act as probaticners, a
Hostel was opened at St. Anne's on l4th February, 1944 to acoammodate
7 probationera and a resident housekeepor. This scheme has worked well and
young girls from the provinces have been found by the Ministry of Iﬂbmr
for this importent work.

The tuberculosis maintenance allowance scheme has continued to be
administered aatisfactorily, but experience has confirmed earlier doubts
of the adequacy of the scheme. The allowance in itself is not sufficient
to satisfectorily maintein the family of a man undertaking treatment, and
is particularly inadequate in the case of a man, with a young family, whose
wife is unable to go out to work to supplement the allowance,

It is gratifying to note that the notifications of diphtheris have
been 2, 5 and 3 during the years 1042, 1943 and 1944 respeotively. There
has been no death from this disease for the past 5 years. This fall in
the incidence of diphtheria has coincided with the intensive diphtheria

F.T. 0.






ANIUAL (INTERTY) REPORT OF THE MFDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.

F 1944
AREA: 863 acres, POPULATI ON: 35,240
L BIRTHS. TOTAL, M, P
Legi timate, 727 375 362 g Birth rate per 1,000 estimated
Illegitimate. 4 24 20 resident population -.21,9
77l 489 372 mid 1944,
== Tilimle T
TILL BIRTHS TOTAL M. F.
Legitimate. : 16 10 6 ) Rate per 1,000 total (live and
17 10 7
——— R =

BIRTH NOTTFICATICNS.

Of the 098 Stoke Newington births, 427 occurred in institutions. There
were 587 live and 11 still births.

DEATHS. 511 240 271 Death rate per 1,000
estimated average population
14, 5.

DEATHS FRQM PUERPFRAL CAUSES,

L ]
(Headings 29 and 30 of the Registrar General's shert list)
Rﬂ.tﬂ Per 1,@
' total (live and
Deaths. 8till) births,

No. 29 Puerperal sepsis, - -
No. 30 Other puerperal causes, 2 2,6
' " gl i3 2.6
= =
DEATH RATE OF INFANTS UNDER ONE YEAR OF AGE.
All infants per 1,000 live births. 32,4

(The average for London is 52, 0)
Legitimate infants per 1,000

legitimate live births. 3. 4
Illegitimate infants per 1,000
illegitimate live births. »
DEATHS FROM :-

CANCER [a-ll lmﬂ]iti"llilillirll a5
MEASLES [ﬁ.ll ﬁgﬂﬂ-)ltlit--t---nnco -
WHOOFING COUGH (all ages).usvs... 4
DIARRHOEA (under 2 years of age). 3

CLASSIFICATICQ! OF DEATHS.
The causes of deaths (511) were as follows:-

Influenza 1, Tuberamlesis of Respiratory System 19, Other Tuberculous
Diseases 3, Syphilis 2, Cencer 85, Diabetes 3, Heart Disease 136, Other
circulatory Diceases 18, Brenchitis 35, Pneumonia 21, Other respiratory
Diseases 7, Peptic Ulcer 7, Diarrhcea iundar 2 years) 3, Other Digestive
Diseases 10, Acu's end Chronic Nephritis 3, Premature birth, Congenital
Malformation,etc, 10, Suicide 6, Other violent causes 53, Other defined
Diseases 41, Typhcid 1, Cerebro Spinal Fever 2, Intra Cranial Vascular
Lesions 32, Otrer waternal causes 2, Road Traffic sooidonts 4.

It iz noteworilyy that 54 per cent of all deaths occurred in persons
over 85 years of age. : .
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INFANTILE HCETQTI.

There were 25 deaths of infants under cne year of age.
The causes of death were as follows:-

Bronchitis 7, Whooping Cough 3, Diarrhoea 3, Pneumonia 2, Premature
birth 6, Congenital Malformation 3, Violent causes 1,

FROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES IN THE ECROUGH.,

BAl IOLOGICAL INATI

The total rumber of bactericlogical and other examinations carriged out
was 85, of which 2 were positive to Tubereulosis, 2 positive to Diphtheria,
and 1 positive to Dysentery.

In addition, 577 specimens of fapces were examined at the Pathological
Laboratory, Whipps Cross Hospital,

GHILD WELF/RE SERVICES.

Infants under 1 year made 7605 attendances (549 new childrer) and
children 1 to 5 years made 4095 attendances (121 new children) at the
Counoil's Welfare Centres.

JREE MILK SCHRME.

Wet and Dried Milk to the value of £21 1ls. Bd. was provided free
during the yeer- to-necessitous cases in the Borough, ocompared with -
£46 183, 6d. in 1943, £30 17s. 104, in 1942 and £76 158, 84. in 1941,
This indicates the extent to which, since the lst July, 1940, the Natienal
Milk Scheme has affected the Council's scheme.

In addition, the Council supplied, free of charge to mothers and
children attending the Centres, Virol, ete., valued at £126 Os 104, as
campared with £117 14s, 04, in 1943,

ERE-NATAL CLINIC.

180 sessions were held and 364 mothers made 2027 attendances.

POST-NATAL CLINI c.

144 eessions were held and 94 mothers made 120 attendances,

DENTAL GLTNIC.

88 Dental Sessions were held at which 142 mothers attended 738 times
and 134 children attended 554 times, Gas anaesthetics wers given at
15 sessions to 81 patients. 22 necessitous mothers were provided free of
charge with denturas costing £106 7s, 0d. After deduc ting receipts for
treatment and dentures, the dental service cost the Council £284 3a. 54.
for the year.

DIPHTHERTA IMMUNISATION,

649 patients.attended for trestment en 1343 occasiona,

THOCULITIQN AGATST WHOOPING CQUGH,

4 considerable amount of attention has been given to the inooulatien
of children under S years of age against Whooping Cough. In all, 255
children completed a course of injections and made 1,029 attendances
during the year, e

it the Stoke Newington School Treatment Centre: -

13 children under the age of 3 years attended for treatment, making
130 attendances.

ARTIFICIAL LIGHT CLINIGS.

During the year 59 children made 1,122 attendances for treatment at
the Mildmay Memorial Hospital Sunlight Clinde.

At the British Red Oross Clinie, Dalston Lane, Hackney, 3¢ children
attended 476 times and were given 784 trecatments,
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STOKE NEWINGTON DISPENSARY.

5,701 patients were treated at the Stoke Newington Dispensary, making
10,117 attendances. In addition, 410 home visits were made.

HOME HELPS.

Sarvices of Home Helps were used on 73 occasions at a cost to the
Council of £401 7s, 54.

INSTITUTIONAL AND OTHER PROVISIONS FOR MOTHERS OR CHILDREN.

Grants were made by the Council as follows:-

£4 4s. 04. in aid of convalescent treatment of 4 children under
school age.

£2 2s. 0d. in respect of treatment of 2 maternity cases in hospital.

HEALTH VISITORS.
The total number of visits made by the Health Visitors was 5924,

Miss Newbery

In view of the evacuation of expectant mothers and the shortage
of nuriing staff,a request was received from the Ministry of Health for the
loan of one Health Visitor to an Emergency. Hospital for Midwifery. Miss E
Newbery axpressed hn%wﬁ{m :
the North Herts. & South Beds. Hospital, Hitchin, from the 8th August to
13th November, 1944.

CHILD LIFE PROTECTION. .
9 children in the care of 6 foster-mothers were visited on o8
occasions. |

QF SHEETS ANT MOTHERS.

A scheme was introduced by the Ministry of Health in the latter part
of the year, whersby expectant mothers being confined in their own homes
were ecnabled to purchase utility sheets en production of priority dockets
obtained from the Public Health Department. Such dockets were issued on
receipt of the midwife's certificate that the applicant was genuinely in
need of additional sheets.

8 such dockets were issued up to 31lst December, 1944,

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA. _
8,957 inspections and re-inspections were carried out by the 3Sanitary
Inspectors, Included in this total number were 58 inspections after

notification of Infectious Diseases, 679 upon complaint, 1,209 to Food
Premises and 145 to Factories and Workshops.

1,353 Sanitary Defects were found and remedied.
537 Intimation Notices and 65 Btatutory Notiges were served,

INFESTATION ORDER, 1943,

A second cempaign for the elimination of rats from sewers was conducted
during the week commencing 16th Jamuary, and it 1s estimated that 1,000 rats
were killed during that perdod.

DLSINFECTION.
The following number of rooms have been disinfeoted after :-

Hﬂtif‘i&hla Diﬂﬁmﬂittnlifiiiliilii*l w
Pulmonary TuberculosiS...vessssesssss 17
Dﬂﬂ.ﬂ'lﬂﬁmﬂﬂﬂﬂ*ﬂr-;.-..--|---t-¢ftof 5
vﬁmmi||-.-;---r---|-l-;-lttlr-iimlil{ﬁ
ScabieBevsnsssstsnntnassrasssnananing 2

183

gness g and she was eccordingly seconded to °
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At the Disinfecting Station a total of 6,123 textile articles were dealt
with, and 29 booke fram the Public Library were fumigated with formalin vapour,
In addition, mattresses, bedding, etc., used at the A, R.P. Depots, Rest Centres
and Firewatchers' Posts, totalling 3,753 articles, were Steam Disinfected.

CLEANSING STATION.
The total number of treatments carried out under the Landon County Council
Scheme for school-children, was ;-
Snabieﬂl--l-laii!llrt--llpﬂ?
Vermincus Conditions. . v 1,024
In addition, 95 men, 255 wamen and 79 children under 5 years received
802 treatments for Scabies; and 4 men, 50 women and 24 children under 5 years,
received 78 treatments for Verminous Conditioua,

HOUSING

1 Stoke Newington family obtained accommodation on the London County
Council's Housing Estates,

15 families were rehoused in requisitiened property under suthority of
Ministry of Health Circular, 2845,

INSFECTTCN AND SUPERVISTCN OF FOOD,

s premises of purveyors resident in ihe boreugh, and 65 other purveyors
operating ir the area from premises registered elsewhore where on the register,

The_Sanitary Inspectors made 60 visits to milk ehops and dairy promisess .
MILX (Special Desipgratichs) oRDER.

1 licence to pasteuriss, 5 licences and 17 supplementary liocences to sell
designated milk were pranted in 1944,

T AND OTHER FOODS.

1 Slaughter House was licensed during the year. No inspection was made by
Inspeators.

FOOD PREMISES,

130 rogiswrea rood premises were kept under cbservation by the Inspeotors,
who made 1,209 visits during 1944,

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938,
80 formal and 77 informal samples cf focd and drugs were submitted for

2nalysis. 2 formal samples (Gin) and 1 formal sample (Whisky) were reported as
adul terated.

2 summcnses arising out of the adulteration of Gin and Whisky were dismissed
under the Prcbation of Offenders Act, on payment of £2 28.0d and £5 58,08 costs
respectively. A fine of £5 0s.0d4 and payment of £2 25.04 costs was imposed on
& summcns in respect of a sample of Gin,

Foodstuffs surrendered or condemned as unfit for human consumption &
the year emcunted to 6 toms,1l cwts, qrs. 10 Ibs. and o quantity of missellaneous
groceries. Of this total 3 tors, 12 cwts. 3 ars. 14 Ibs. were bomb damaged,

INFEETICUS DISRASE AND OTHER DISEASHES

NOTIPIABLE DISEASES DURING THE YEAR 1944,
Zotal Casos  Cases admitbed

[}
(™

DISEASE. notified. to hospital,
Scarlet Fever, o st 28 20
Diphtheria, 3 3
Whooping Cough., 111 16
Measles, 117 5
Fneumonia, Acute Primary and

Acute Influenzal. 1z 2
Dysentery. 61 22
Puerperal Fever, 8 ]
Puerpoaral Pyrexia. ] B 10
Scebies, 217 1
Erysipelas. T ]
Ophthalmia Neanatorum. 4 3
Malaria, 1 1
Cerebro-Spinal-Meningitis. 1 1
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SUAILPOX AND VACCTNATION,
No case of 8mrllpox was notified. Of the 169 births registered in Stoke

Newington during 1943, 81 or 50 per cent wers successfully vaccinated.
(Figures for 1944 not yet availsble).

SUPPLY OF INSULIN TO DIABETIC PERSONS.

8 perscns suffering from Diabetes were granted financial aid to cover the
coet of their treatment with Insulin, at a charge to the Council of £15 4s. 9d.

TUBER 8.
There were notified B89 new cases of pulmonary and 8 new cases of none

pulmonary tubergulosis. The death rate per 1,000 of the population was 0.48
for pulmonary tuberculosis (17 deaths),

TOTAL NIMBER OF TUBERCULOUS PERSONS LIVING IN THE BORCUGH.
The known tuberculous population inereased from 292 to 324 during the year,
Ho. of Cases on Register. PUIMONARY NON-PULMCNARY
MALE. FEMALE.  MALE, PBIALE. TOTAL,
At the beginning of 1944, ' 129 107 34 22 292
At the end of 1944, 162 105 Sd 23 324

FINANCTAL ALLOWANCES FOR TUBERCULCUS PATIENTS UNDERGOING TREATMENT.
The Ministry of Health Scheme for the provision of maintenance allowances
to persons undergoing treatment for pulmonary tuberculosis was intreduced in
this Borough in June, 1943,
During the year 1844, 44 patients received allowances classified as follows:-

Maintenanece allowances 44
Special allowances &
Discreticnary allowances B

The total amount disbursed during the year was:- £1,370 8a. 8d.

ARTIFICIAL PNBUMO-THORAX TREATMENT, ETG.

The total cost borne by the Council for providing AFtiricleal Fnewso=Thorox
treatment to Stoke Newington patients was £197 18s. 6d. and £12 10s. 0d. for
Finsen Light treatment.

EXTRA N JHMENT.

The total cost to the Council of providing extra nourlahment to patients
was £114¢ 1s, 4d.
HOME VISITING.

The Tuberculosis Officer made 41 visits to patients in their homes, and the
Health Visitor paid 626 home visite.

DISPENSARY CASES.
The total number of attendanwses at the Tuberculosis Dispensary was 1,120,

201 attendances wers made at the X-Ray Department, and 9 at other Departments.

The number of new cases examined was 266 of which 57 were found to be
tuberculous. 38 patients were sent to Sanatorium.

108 bacteriological exeminations were made and in 22 instances tubercle
bacilli were present. .

MINTATURE MASS RADTOGRAPHY,

In the latter part of the year, and in the early months of 1945 arrangemecnts
were made with the London County Council for the Miniature Mass Radiography of
persone living or working in the Borough.

All firms with 50 or more employees were invited to participate. In all 766
persons were cxamined and of the 302 men examined 7 were found to be probably
tuberoculous, and of 464 women 14 were found to be probably tuberculous.

The apparatus was installed for this period in Hackney and transport was
arranged by this Council., The average time interval between the departure of the
ambulance fram the factory to its return after the exemination was 1 hour,

These exeminations gave very valuable information and it is to be hopgd that
there will be & very rapid expansion of the facilities available.




