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'_asumuuan OF STOKE NEWINGTON,

- Public Health Department,
N Town Hall, N.16,
Lo 12th December, 1940,

To the Mayor, Alderman and Councillors.

Lir, Mayor, Ladles and Gentlemen,

Following upon the instructions of the liinistry of
Health, an abridged report only of the Health of the Borough
for the year 1939 is herewith submitted.

It 18 hoped that after the war, it will be possible
to publlish a complete report reviewing the conditions of the
previous years.

It 18 to be noted that the Infantile Mortality rate
of 28,2 in 1939, as compared with 43,2 in 1938, was the lowest
et recorded in the borough, - but it is not to be antieipated
that such improvements can recur when the conditions under which
large numbers of the inhabltants of this Borough are now living
are taken into consideration. *

The epidemic of measles which was enticipated in
London, did not materalise in the winter of 1939.

The wartime health services of the Borough were well
‘maintained during the year, and the attendances at the Clinics
although falling for the first few wceks of the war soon rose,
and in some cascs aﬁnea&ad the figures for the corresponding
period during the previous year.

It is notoworthy that although 89 families were liv-
ing in overcrowded conditions at the beginning of the year, this
nunber had been reduced to 3 at the end of the year.

At the time of writing (December, 1940) our great con-
cern i1s with the publlic shelters and with the neasures to be tak-
en to attempt to prevent the spread of disease in them. We
have to face the problem of men and women,living in elose con-
tact with one another in underground ;uuma,wha have not rcnoved
thelr clothes for wecks, and who live a life alternating between
the streets, thelr work and the publiec shelters. It is under
these conditions that disease thrives, but up to the present,
we have had no epldemic or spread of disease attributable to
these shelters.

Active measurcs are being taken by the Hinistry of
Health and the Emergency Committee to deal with these problens,

A considerable proportion of the time of the staffl of
the Publiec Health Department is now taken up with Air Raid Pre-
cautions duties, and I should like to express my most sincerec v
thanks for the splendid way they havse responded to all the calls
made upon them.

8. KING.
Medical Officor of Health.

1.






STolLp

METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF STOKE NEWINGTON.

AIMNUAL (INTERIM) REPORT OF L% MEDICAL, OPFICER OF HEALTH
for the year 1939,

: 863 acres. W
The number of inhabited houses was .., 8,363,
The rateable value ees ees  EL3L,212,
Sum represented by a Penny rate e &1,763,
POPULATION.
Census 1931, . b S A 5,215
Registrar General's estimate for mid 1939,
a) For calculation of birth rate 49, 360,
b) For calculation of death rate L6,930.
LIVE BIRTIS,
TOTAL. M, F.
Legitimate, 6L9 36 303 Birth rate per 1,000 estimat--
Illegitimate,. 25____ 1l 11 ed rgaid&nt population 13,7
67 - mep 33y 7 W4d 1350
STILL, BIRTHS.
Legitimate, 15 9 6 g Rate per 1,000 total (live
Illegitimate, 2 2 - and still) births 27.4
-T _r' m.'j"-ﬂl-ﬂrﬁ;-
EIRTES.

Of the 691 Btoke Newington birthe 453 occurred in in-
stitutlons within the borough or in outlying districts. There
were 674 live and 17 still biprths.

DEATHS. 580 282 298 Death rate per 1,000 esti-
mated average population 10.2
Corrected death rate 9,8

DEATHS FROM PUERPERAL CAUSES.
{Eeadi?ga 29 and 30 of the Registrar General's short
list,
Rate per 1,000 total (live
Deaths. and still) births,

No., 29 Puerpersl sepsis 0 0

No. 30 Other puerperal cavses S 1.4
' 1 1.4
DEATH RATE OF INFANTS UNDER ONE YRAR _OF AGE.
All infants per 1,000 live births 28,2

Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate

live births, L4o.5
Illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate

live births, 200,

@.ETHE ;'Rm{:- GMGER {Ell ﬂgﬂﬂ} L & I L 8?-
HE&SLEE {ﬁll EEES} s s e -
WHOOPING COUGH (all ages) YiE 2,
DIARRHOEA (under 2 years of age).. 2.
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OLASSIFICATION OF DEATHS.
The causes of deaths (580) were as follows:-

Whooping cough 2, Influenza 7, Tuberculosis of Respiratory

Bystem 28, Other Tuberculous diseases 3, 8Syphilis 2, General
Paralysis of the Insane 3, Cancer 87, Diabetes 11, Cerebral
Haemorrhage 22, Heart Digease 190, Aneurysm 5, Other ciroula-

tory Diseases ﬂu, Dronchitis 20, Pneumonia 28, Other respira-

tory Diseases 6, Peptic ulcer 5, Diarrhoes 3y Cirrhosis of

Liver 1, Other Diseases of Liver 4, other digestive Diseases

6, Acute and chronic Nephritis 11, Other Puerperal Causes 1
Congenital Debility, Premature birth, Malformationesi3. S.illity 6,
Suicide 8, Other violence 17, other defined diseases La.

It is noteworthy that 58 ver cent of all deaths oceurred
in persone over 65 years of age.

INFANT MORTALITY,

There were 19 deaths of infants under one year of age.
The infantile mortality rate (28.2) is the lowest yet recorded
in the borough, the previous lowest rate being 37.5 in 1937.

The causes of deaths were as follows: -

Whooping cough 1, Pneumonia 1, Diarrhoea 2, Congenital debility
Premature birth, Malformation, etec. 13, Violence 1, Other defin--
ed diseases 1.

MATERNAT, MORTALITY,

There was one death during the year attributed to con-
pPlications of pregnancy or chilébirth, the maternal mortalit:
rate being 1.4.

PROVISION OF :IGALTH SERVICES IN THE DOROUGH.

CHANGRES IN STAFF.

Dr. F.D. Ross-Keyt (ledical Officer of Health) resigned
on appointment to Thornaby-on-Tees, and Dr. Stanley King was
appointed in his stead,

Dr. A.A. Nicol (Assistant Medical Officer of Health) re-
signed on appointment to Bermondsey and Dr. M. Florentin was ap-—
pointed in her stead,

Mr. N.B.H. Warner replaced Mr. P.R. Asplett as Dental
Officer, M. & C,W. Dental Clinic.

Mr. J+A. Cuimins was aprointed additional Sanitary In-
spector in the Housing section of the department.

The Disinfector (Mr, J.W. Howell) has been absent on
military service and his duties have been performed by Mr. E.
8trachan,

PACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATIONS.

The total number of bacteriological and other e amina-
tions carried out was 209, of which 4 were positive to Tubercu-
losis and 3 positive to Diphtheria.

CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES.

At the Council's Welfare Centres - eleven sessions were
held weekly throughout the year: 6 at the Infant Welfare Cenw
tres, 2 at the Pre-Natal Clinic, 2 at the Dental Clinie, and 1
Tor diphtheria immunisation.
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CLILD WELFARE SERVICES.

563 infants under 1 year made 10,723 attendances and 151
children 1 to 5 years made 9055 attendances at the Council's
Welfare Centres, Wet and Dried milk amounting to £2,604. 9. 2,
were distributed throughout the year to necessitous cases.

PRE-NATAT, CLINIC.

103 Sesslions were held and 250 mothers made 1035 attend-
ANcCes,

DENTAL CLINIC,

844 Dental Sessions were held at which 93 mothers attended
517 times and 72 children attended 226, Gas anaesthetics were
given at 20 sessions to 154 patients. 14 necessitous nothers
were provided free of charge with dentures costing 2L3., 0, 6.
After deducting receipts for treatment and dentures, the dental
service cost the Counecil 5262, 12, 9, for the year.

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION,

217 patients attended for treatment on 794 occasions.

SCHOOL TREATHMIENT CENTRE.

At the Btoke Newington School Treatment Centre:-
54 children under the age of 5 years atiencded for treatment
making 502 attendances,

ARTIPTCIAT, LIGHT CLINICS.

18 children under school age were referred for treatrnent
to the artificial Sunlight Cliniec at the Hildmay lMemorial Hos-
pital, Islington, making 38lL attendances, 67 children attended
the British Red Oross Clinic, Dalston Lane, Hackney, 859 times
and the total number of treatments given was 1631,

HOSPITALS

The Home Hoapital for Vomen admitted 81 patients during
the year, a large percentage being residents of Stoke llewington.
5308 patients were treated at the Stoke Newington Dispensary,
making.13,409 attendances. In addition 1,228 home vielts werc
made.,

HOME HELPS.

Services of Hoine Helps were used on 36 occasions at a
cost to the Council of £126.

INSTITUTIONAL PROVISION FOR liOTHURS OR CHILDREMN.

Grants amounting to 212. 16, 11. were made by the Council
to the Invalid Childrens Aid Association in aid of the Convales-
cent Home Treatment of 9 children under school age.

HEALTH VISITORS.

The total number of visits made by the Health Visltors
was 7,130,
CHILD LIFE FROTECTION,

13 children in the care of 12 foster Mothers were visited
on 2935 occasions.

L.
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ITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE ARBEA
8,793 inspections and re-inspections were carried out by
the Sanitary Inspectors, Included in this total number, werg
L2 house to house inspections. 108 inspections after notifica-—

tion of Infectious Discases, 516 upon complaint, 672 to Food pro-
mises and 358 to Pactories and Workshops.

1,275 Sanitary Defects were found ana remedied,
677 Intimation Notices and 77 Statutory Notices
were served,
DISINFECTION.
The following number of rooms have been disinfeccted after:-~

Notifiable discases su 02
Pulmonary Tuberculosis .. 10

Deaths from Cancer o 2
vﬁrmin L ] - (] 63
Scabies ., B ou. . 30
213

T wm T

At the Disinfecting Station a total of 11,978 textile
articles were dealt with, and 79 books from the Public Library
were fumigated with formalin vapour,

CLEANSING STATION.

Under the L.C.C. schome, the work of cleansing vermin-
ous school children was continued until August, when the premiscs

were taken over for A.R.P. purposcs. Up to that period, the
cases dealt with are as follows:-

Impet:l.g:o s - s GJ-J-

Nitty & Verminous headsé bodies .. 898

Caaca of Bcablﬂs . u W 214-.3

Arrangements have since been made for the Islington
Couneil to treat Stoke Newington cases of Seabies or Verminous
conditions,

HOUSING.

The total number of dwelling houses inspected for housing
defects was 1,312, the number found to be unfit for human habita--
tion was 17 and the number found not to be in all reshects reason—
ably fit 569,

77 Statutory Notices and 677 Intimation Notices were
served, as a result of which 1,489 nuisances were abated or
sanltary defects rcemedied,

3,791 inspections werc made by the Banitary Inspectors
under the Publie Health op Housging Acts,

douse to house inspections were made and L2 houses were
inspected and recorded by the Inspectors,

Demolition orders were made in respect of 6 dwelling
housee, all of which were demolished during the year, 17 Clos=
ing Orders were made in respect of underground rooms or separate
. tenements,

OVERCROWDING,

On 1st January, 1939, 89 families were living in over-
crowded conditions, 66 families were found to be overcrowded dur-
ing the year, 86 families were rchoused on the Borough Council'!s
Housing Estates. 7 on the L.C.C. Housing Istatcs, and in 59
instances overcrowding was othorrisc abatcd, ThHus “tlic nuaber
of cases of overcrowding was reduced to 3 at the end of the year,

=
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INSPECTION and SUPHRVISION of FOOD.

MITK,

89 premises of purveyors resident in the Borough and
6L. other purveyors operating in the area from premiscs register-
ed elsevhere were on the register,

The Sanitary Inspectors made 78 visits to dairy premises,

MILK (SPECIAT, DESIGNATIONS) ORDER.

1 licence to Pasteurise, 7 licences and 26 Supplementary
licences were granted in 1939,

MEAT and OTHER FOODS.

e Slaughter Houses and 3 glaughtermen were licenced
during the year, 2Ly inspections were made by Inspectors,
1 Blaughterhouse was permanently clgosed.

FOOD PREMISES.

141 food premises were registered angd kept under ob-
servation by the Inspectors. The Inspectors visited 672 food
premises during 1939,

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1938.

157 formal and 48 informal samples of food and drugs
were submittedfor analysis. 2 samples of milk were reported
as adulterated, all other samples ag genuine,

A warning letter was sent to the Vendor of one of the
adulterated samples and legal broceedings were taken in respect
of the other, the Defendant being fined £5 with £5.5,0. costs.

NOTIFIABLE DISEASES DURING THE YEAR 1939,

DISEASE. Total cases Cases admitted
notiried. %o hospital,
Scarlet Pever, 66 61
Diphtheria. 6 6
Puerperal Fever, 7] 5
Puerperal Pyrexia, 17 15
Pneumonia Acute Primary. 34 22
fneumonia Acute Influenzal. 8 7
Ophthalmis Neonatorum. 5 L
Whooping Cough. 155 17
Measles. 3 1
Brysipelas, 11 L
Food Poisoning, L L
Dysentery. 1 1
Cerebro Spinal Meningitis. 2 2

SHALLPOX AND VACCINATICON.

No case of Smallpox was notified, Of the 256 births
reglstered in Stoke Newington during 1938, 10L or LO.6 were
Successfully vaccinated. (Figures for 1939 not yet available).

TUBERCULOSIS.
There were notified 38 new cases gf pulmonary and 13
new cases of non-pulmonary tuberculosis, The death rate per

1000 of the average population were 0.55 for pulmonary tubercu-
losis EEB deaths) and 0.01 for non-pulmonary tuberculesis (3
deaths).
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TOTAL NULBER OF TUBERCULOUS PLRBONS LIVING IN Tip DORQUGH,

—

The knovm tuberculous population dccreased from 255
to 250 during the year.

PULMONARY, NON-PULIONARY,
HALE. FRMALE. JALE, PFRUALE,

At beginning of 1939, 123 79 32 21
At end of 1939, 118 76 34 22

llumber of cases on Reglster,

ARTIFICTIAL PNEUMO-THORAX TREATLMENT,

The total cost borne by the Couneil for Providing
ﬂrtifigial PEeumo—Thorax treatment to Stoke Newington patients
as f}? " 9‘ &

EXTRA NOURISHMENT,

The total cost to the Council of providing extra nour-
ishment to patients was £83. 6. 4.

HOME VISITING.

The Tuberculosis Officer made 69 visits to patients in
their homes, and the Health Visitor paid 1143 home visits.

DISPENSARY CASES,

The total number of attendances at the Tuberculpsis
Dispensary was 9L0,

9L attendances were made at the A-Ray Department, 1 at
the Dental Department andg 7 at other Departments,

The number of new cases examined was 220, of which 52
Wwere found to be tuberculous. 39 patients were sent to Sana-
ﬁﬂri'tll:l’l.

223 Pacteriological eXaminations were made and in 59
instances tubercle bacilli were present.

Te






