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REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
FOR THE YEAR i914.

To the Mayor, Aldermen, and Councillors of the Metropolitan

Borough of Steke Newington.

GENTLEMEN, —

The vitai statistics of the Borough for the year 1914 were
of a satisfactory nature. The general death-rate of 12.3 com-
pares favourably with the corresponding rate of 14.4 for the
Metropolis as a whole. The death-rate from the chief infectious
diseases (0.55) was the second lowest on record, and it is well
below the corresponding rate for the Metropolis generally. The rate
ol infantile mortality (the number of deaths under one year of age to
every thousand births) was 78.7. as against a rate of 103 for the
Metropolis; this is the second lowest rate of infantile mortality
since the formation of the Borough, and there were only two
Metropolitan Boroughs with a lower rate. It is obvious, however,
from our experience, that continuous and increasing efforts are
necessary in order to permanently reduce the wastage of infant
life which still goes on.

The notifications of infectious diseases (excluding those from
Tuberculosis) were during 1914 higher than in the preceding year,
owing to an epidemic of Scarlet Fever which persisted for many
months, and which embraced the whole of the Metropolitan area;
but the prevalence of each separate notified disease, including
Consumption, compares tavourably with that for the Metropolis.

I would direct your special attention to the remarks on
Infantile Mortality (pp. 103-108} and those on Consumption
(PP 127-139). The year 1915 promises to witness the provision
at your hands of some needed extension of our efforts in respect
to these two important items of public health work.
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Year. Birth-rate, e e
| |
1901 ... | 216 i 24+ =2 I 255
1802 ... | 220 285 286
1903 ... 215 28-5 284
1904 ... | 292.3 28+() 279
1905 ... | 209 27-1 w72
1906 . 21-2 26-6 270
1907 . | 205 258 263
1908 ... 202 25-4 265
1908 ... 195 . 244 25'6
1910 | 188 236 24-8
i MR | a7 250 244
T 204 247 938
1913 : 29:() 24-5 23-9
1914 , 204 246 236

The illegitimate births numbered 24; 13 males and 11 females.

During the past three years the Registrar-General has made
arrangements whereby particulars of those births (of Stoke
Newington parents) which occurred outside the Borough, and
were not, therefore, locally registered, are now transferred to
us; so that 42 such births had to be added to the number regis-
tered within the Borough in 1914. 1t was impossible, prior to
3 years ago, to make this addition, and so the birth-rates [or
Stoke Newington for the last three years must not be taken as
comparable with those of former years,

It may be noted that the excess of the birth-rate over the
death-rate for the year 1901 was 8.5; whereas for the year 19i4
(both rates being considerably lower), the figure was 8.1,

During the year the births notified under the Notification of
Births Act have been compared with the births registered by the
Registrar of Births, and the comparison (871 as against 1,020)
has revealed the fact that the requirements of the Notification of
Births Act are still not fully complied with, notwithstanding the
efforts which have been made to make these requirements known.
In many cases I have taken steps to ascertain the cause of the
failure of notification and to draw the attention of the responsible
party to his or her legal default.
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There is, therefore, calculated by the Registrar-General from
the Government Census returns, a corrective factor for each
district in the County of London, which varies with the sex and
age distribution of the population of that district; the multiplica-
tion of the recorded death-rate of the district by this factor gives
the death-rate which would obtain in that district if the sex and
age distribution of the population of the district were in the same
proportions as it is in the country as a whole—thus eliminating
the accidental differences due to sex and age, and affording a
fairer means of comparison and a truer test of the healthiness
of the district. The death-rate so ascertained is known as the
corrected death-rate.

The so-called ‘“factor for correction’ for the Borough of
Stoke Newington is 1.0438, 2nd the death-rate corrected for age
and sex distribution is 12.3 % 1.0438 = 12.8 per 1,000 per annum.

In arriving at this corrected death-rate the deaths of non-
residents who have died in Public Institutions within the Borough
have, of course, been excluded.

The recorded rate is below that for the preceding year, when
it was 13.1. The death-rate for the whole of London was 14.4.

District Mortality.—The deaths among residents of the
Northern Division of the Borough numbered 179, and furnished
a recorded death-rate of 10.5 per 1,000 per annum.

The deaths among the residents of the Southern Division of
the Borough numbered 442, and furnished a recorded death-rate
of 13.2 per 1,000 per annum.
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TABLE 1.

CAUSES OF AND AGES AT DEATH DURING THE YEAR 1914,

Nett Dea i wFE
e by b
without the Borough. £ EE

E=5 .
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TABLE IL
SHOWING THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE DEATHS IN

THE
ISIONS OF THE BOROUGH
ARTERS OF THE YEAR 1914

DISEASES,

Enteric Fever,.. :
Small Pox ...
Measles -
Scarlet Fever ...
Whooping-cough .,
Diphtheria and Croy
Influenza

Erysipelas ... :

Phthisis (Pulmonary
Tuberculosis) ...
Tuberculous Meningitis
Other Tuberculous Diseases
Cancer, malignant disease ... |
Rheumatic Fever . =
Meningitis |,
Organic Heart Disease
Bronchitis |
Pneumonia (all forms)
Other Diseages of
Respiratm‘E Organs
Diarrheea and Enteritis
Appendicitis and Typhlitis, ..
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Alcoholism .
Nephritis and Bright's
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Other accidents and diseases
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TABLE lI1.—-INFANT MORTALITY.

1914, Nett Deaths from stated causes at various Ages under 1 Year ol Age,

CAUSE OF DEATH.

Under 1 week

1.2 weeks
2-3 weeks

{ Certified
All causes | Uncertified.

Chicken-pox
J Measles ...

; Small Pox ‘
Scarlet Fmrer o
I
|

Whooping-cough

\ Diphtheria and Croup
Erysipelas 4
'Tuhcrculnus Meningitis

! Abdominal
1 Tuberculosis (4}

Other Tuberculous
Diseases

Meningitis
(mol Tuberenwlons) |

Convulsions .,
Laryngitis S
Bronchitis
Pneumonia, all forms.. |
Diarrheea
{Enteritis...

Gastritis, ..

Syphilis ...

Rickets ...
Suffocation, overlying
Injury at birth ...
Atelectasis

Congenital
Malformations (¢)

Premature Birth

Atrophy, Debility and
Marasmus s

Other causes ...

2

27

I
e
| 1

I
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i

I
I
|

I
|

I
I
|

. I
I
I

| 3-4 weeks

Total under
4 weeks
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4 weeks and
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| 3 months and

=

P

| under 6 months

& months and

o

under & months

b =

11

9 months and

|

9

under 12 months

| Total deaths

| under 1 year

_—
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It-'.'t:.l:-l'—

Lo =T

—

17
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DEATHS UNDER 1 YEAR OF AGE IN THE DIFFERENT
WARDS OF THE BOROUGH DURING THE YEARS
1904, 1905, 1906, 1907, 1908, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912, 1913 and 1914,

Name of Ward 1904 | 1905 1906 1907 1908 | 19808 | 1910 | 1811 | 1012 | 1913 | 1814
= . | lehifer] 1SR Eeaie| PP
) e '
Lordship Ward o | 8L 9 f 8} 1] | BB e
Clissold Ward oo I8 | 1| 4| 5| 4| 6| 8| 8] 1
Church Ward | | 24 | 24 (18 | 23 | 19 | 18 | 18 { o7 | 14 | a7 | 17
Manor Ward ... see | AR s ) o . 6| 3| 4| 6|10 3
South Hornsey o |86 |66 | 56| 36|47 |36 |82 )48 35|41 |43
Ward , | |
| | { |
Palatine Ward . |20 ] 14| 26|28 2o 18| 8 19] 02|18
! —] — e ——
Totals ... 134 (133 117 Imf_} o1 | 84 | 63 106 | 73 o2 | &1
| | ! | | |

A comparison of the causes of Infantile Mortality in 1914 with
those of the preceding year shows an increase during last year in
the deaths from tuberculous conditions. It is also noteworthy
that the deaths from Pneumonia and Convulsions are fewer than
those recorded in the preceding year.

THE INFANT CARE WORK.

Miss Aldridge reports as follows :(—

“* During 1914, 670 infants were visited shortly after birth;
. of these 34 were visited by the Voluntary Health Visitors. These
visits were followed by 843 revisits.

** It has seemed even more important since the beginning of the
War to keep in close touch with every baby born in the Borough.
Not only have family circumstances altered so that the poor
require help to better adapt themselves to new conditions, but it
is in time of War that we can best realise the great importance of
the nation’s physique. It is upon the infants of to-day that we
shall rely for the strong men of the future, and it is much more
cconomical to guard against illness in childhood than to treat it
later in life.
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** The grant from the London Medical Charities ['und has been
of great service to the Infant Care Work throughout the year,
and so have the Mayor’'s untiring efforts to procure warm clothing
and other necessities for many infants in the Borough, who would
otherwise have been without them.

‘“ Infant Weighing.—During the year 235 infants were
brought to be weighed, and their total visits numbered 1,031.
This branch of the Infant Care Work is growing rapidly; during
last year it nearly doubled the amount of 1013.

““ It is satisfactory that this work should be growing, for it is
the best way of keeping in touch with the mothers, and teaching
them how best to look after their children and to guard them
against illness. There is no doubt that much of the ill-health at
present existing amongst Elementary School children could be
prevented by medical supervision of the child and a better know-
ledge of infant care on the part of the mother during the child’s
earlier life. In this way both expense and suffering can be saved.

** It is seldom, if ever, that when a child hrst attends the
Weighing Centre it is fed, clothed, and generally cared for on
the best lines. The greatest pitfalls naturally lie in the path of
the hand-fed infants, partly because their milk has to be frequently
altered in strength to meet the requirements of the growing child,
and this is not an easy matter.

““ Patent foods are often used too early in life. A mother will
tell you that she is giving her baby a patent food because milk
did not satisfy him; but this is because she has not diluted the
milk according to the child’'s requirements. For the same reason
one finds bread, biscuits, and sometimes even oatmeal added to
the milk of a very young baby.

“‘ The worst case of ignorant feeding that came to our know-
ledge during the year was that of a child, 3 months old, who
came to be weighed. He was fed on the following mixture :(—

2 teaspoonfu!s of ground barley.
2 teaspoonfluls of condensed milk.
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1 teaspoonful of Sugar.
A bottle full (8 0z.) of water.

The child only attended the Weighing Centre once; he died a
few weeks later in Hospital ; but one wonders what his chance of
surviving would have been had he been fed on more intelligent
lines.

** There is great scope for Infant Care Work in Stoke Newing-
ton.  The mothers are anxious to learn, and they appreciate the
advice given to them; but it is becoming difficult to cope with the
work and impossible to extend it (as it should be extended)
without the cervices of a trained and experienced woman worker
for about two days a week. Half of this expense could doubtless
be recovered from the Local Government Board, but the other
half would have to be obtained from some private source.

** Of the infants brought to the Town Hall during the year, the
partially or wholly artificially-fed children amounted to about
50 per cent.

* A Baby Show, which was the outcome of efforts put forward
by the Mayor, was held on June 18th, 1914. 41 of the children
who had been attending the Infant Care Centre competed. It
was not possible to admit a larger number of the children owing
to limited space.

"* The children’s ages were from 6 months to 2 years and
4 months. They were divided into five classes for the purpose of
judging. Three classes were for children under 1 year and two for
children over that age.

" The infant competitors included 27 breast-fed, 10 hand-fed,
and 4 partly breast-fed children, and the 12 prizes given were
awarded to g breast-fed, 2 hand-fed, and 1 partly breast-fed
infants. The judging was done by Dr. Sophia Seekings, who
stated that she had never seen such a fine batch of children, "’
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The National Death Returns furnish conclusive evidence of
the need for more maternity work whether one compares the
hgures of infantile or maternal mortality. Nearly all the deaths
in the first week of life, and most of those in the first month of
life, are due to natal or ante-natal causes, and that this sacrifice of
lives is largely avoidable is shown by the great variations in the
above death rates in different districts of the country. As
Miss Aldridge says in her statement upon the Infant Care Work,
the necessity of safeguarding child life at its origin, upon which
depends the health and vigour of survivors at adult ages, appeals
with tenfold earnestness when we are called upon to face the
heavy losses of our nation’s manhood in times of war.

Recognising the inability of many Authorities to bear the
entire cost of adequate schemes for the promotion of maternity
and child-welfare, the Local Government Board has applied for
T'reasury sanction for the apportionment of drafts in respect of
this work. This wise action of the Central Authority is much
needed if Infant Care Work is to be extended as fully as its great
public health importance demands. During the year it is
proposed, with the co-operation of the local midwives, to extend
the work of the Infant Care Department to expectant mothers.

We are greatly indebted to Dr. New, Miss Eve, Miss Webb,
Miss Stevens, and Mrs. Barker, for their valuable assistance, as
Voluntary Workers, in this Infant Care Work.

SENILE MORTALITY.—Of the 621 deaths, 251 were of
persons over 65 years af age. The proportion of deaths occurring
among those ol over 65 years of age to the total deaths is, there-
fore, 40.4 per cent. There were 187 deaths of persons over 7o
vears of age, and 68 of persons ovei 8o, 12 of whom reached
go years of age—the oldest being g6.

This is a remarkably high proportion of deaths over 65-years
of age, which indicates that there is a relatively large number
of old persons in the Borough.
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SENILE MORTALITY DURING 1914.

65 to 70 70 to 80 i B to 90 90 and over Total

| —— — e m—

64 19 | 56 12 | 281

The respective ages of those over go were go, go, g1, g1, 91,
91, 91, 92, 92, 94, 95, 96.

THE CAUSES OF DEATH.—These are fully set forth
in Table I., in which it will be noted that the deaths are also
apportioned to different age-periods. Table II. is supplementary
to Table I., and sets forth the deaths in each Division of the
Borough during each of the four quarters of the year.

Comparing these tables with the corresponding tables of the
preceding year, the following facts are noteworthy: An increase
in the deaths from Consumption, Cancer and Scarlet Fever; a
decrease in those from Lung Diseases, Premature Birth and
Infant Wasting, Measles and Diphtheria.

It will be noted (Table II.) that the mortality of the Southern
Division exceeds that of the Northern (after due allowance is
made for the different figures of the population in each Division),
mainly in respect to the deaths from Tuberculosis, Whooping
Cough, Premature Birth and Infant Wasting, Summer Diarrhcea,
and Lung and Heart Diseases.
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TABLE 1IV.

DEATHS IN PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS WITHIN THE

BOROUGH, 1914.

Nursing

Borough receiving sick
and infirm persons
from outside the
Borough.

Borough receiving sick
and infirm Eersous
from the
Borough.

Nursing Invalid | St. Anne’s % Sl
H ; Northumber- |Nursing Home,
Waﬁlﬁ:k 17 H?:::;m ﬁ?ﬂ""?ﬁ Hgﬁ:‘:’: land House, |68, Algxan.dra Total.
CIE]?':I?%T. i Sirest Road | Green Lanes, | Road.
2 1 4 29 15 | 16 66
L 11 111
Institutions within the | Institutions outside the | Other Institutions, the deaths

in which have been
distributed among the
two divisions of
the Borough.

St. Anne's House, Manor
Road.

Northumberland House, |

Green Lanes.
Nursing Home, 6/8, Alex-
andra Road.
Nursing Home, 21, Stam-
ford Hill.
Invalid Asylum, 187 High
Street

Road

| Great Northern Hos-
Nursing Home, 17 Queens

London Hospital.

Hackney Infirmary.

Islington Infirmary. .

Mildmay Cottage Hos-
pital.

German Hl::flpilal,

Children's Hospital, |
Great Ormond
Street.

ital.

North Eastern Hospital |

for Children. |
St. Bartholmew's Hos-

pital
Metropolitan, Hospital.
Royal Free Hospital.
St. Luke’'s House.
Shoreditch Infirmary.
Queen's Hospital.
St. Mary's Hospital. i
Middlesex Hospital.
St. Joseph's Hospital.
Friedenham Hospital.
The Babies' Home.
Brook House.
Hospital for Women

(Soho).
Brompton Hospital.
St. Pancras Infirmary.
St. Mark's Hospital.
Holborn Infirmary.
St. Pancras Infirmary.

N.E. Fever Hospital.
Claybury Asylum,
Darenth Asylum.
Tooting Bec Asylum.
Colney Hatch Asylum.
Banstead Asylum.
Caterham Asylum.
Leavesden Asylum.
S.E. Fever Hospital.
Long Grove Asylum.
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Deaths from Zymotic Diseases (including Influenza, Puerperal
Fever, and Erysipelas) in the vear 1g914.
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ZYMOTIC DIARRH(EA.

As pointed out in my last annual Report, there is a district
which is (roughly speaking) enclosed by Church Walk, Clissold
Road, Cowper Road, and Watson Street, inside of which almost
hall of the total deaths from Zymotic Diarrhaea during the past
eight years have occurred; and practically the whole of the mor-
tality occurs there in August and September.

As in former years, this area was specially scavenged during
August and September of last year, and arrangements were also
made for the weekly flushing of the gullies situated in different
courts. .

CONSUMPTION.

The following table serves to show how Stoke Newington
stands among the Metropolitan Boroughs in respect to this
Disease :—
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METROPOLITAN BOROUGHS.

Corrected death-rates from Consumption per 1,000 living
at all ages,

Factor for Corvected Death-rate.
Metropolitan Borough. . “:E:f:r;ﬂ::r

[ distribution.

| 1908-18, 1914

| :

|
London i 09628 | 129 125
Paddington . | 09198 0-96 1:00
Kensington .. .. 09217 0°90 1:00
Hammersmith ... 0°9510 | 1"16 1-14
Fulham .. 09779 1-29 1-28
Chelsea .., kil 0°9151 | 1-28 1:18
Westminster, City of ,.. | 08422 | 1-04 1°10
St. Marylebone ... ... 0°8932 | 1415 1-21
Hampstead | 0-9021 | 061 051
St. Pancras el 09322 ; 147 140
laington ... .. .. 09573 | 123 1-27
Stoke Newington | (-9329 ! 093 0-87
Hackney N 1-27 112
Helborn, “u aw o | 08T 1°81 1'60
FIRBBUEE. s e e 0°9976 2:04 201
London, City of ... e 08219 185 1-22
Shoreditch 10270 ' 1-90 1'84
Bethnal Green ... 1:0436 1:66 1'62
Stepney ... 1°0282 1-74 173
Poplar 1-0222 1-45 1-49
Southwark 0-9786 I 1°85 1'81
Bermondsey. ... .., 10123 ' 1:82 1°63
Lambeth ... 09548 1:36 1'23
Battersea .,. 09829 1:24 1-11
Wandsworth 09627 ' 087 - 083
Camberwell | 09902 1-26 1:14
5o e S ‘ 0°9820 1-28 1-28
Greenwich... o e | 10040 1'23 1'17
Lewisham ... x A 09693 070 072
Woolwich ... e | 09781 1'20 147
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TABLE Va,

Showing certain rates of the Metropolitan Boroughs and of the
City of London for the year 1914,

st Per 1,000 F’_eisn-m Living 3 Rate per
' Dreaths {rom 1000 Births
PSR vy - = =
E- ; | 'Jt;: UF: ﬁl“-" -
BOROUGHS E § ! | -2 O et : - EE -4
TR (7] b i e e "
=i e g Ve el e 5 | a8 |8z2s |2
" = £ e LR S T £ | 82 |=55 (2%
5 b ]z l*‘_ 2 | 24 |ZEE |35
- Stand- = E @ i) | = . = ] | &
2 fardized] B2 | & - n | B = . ) =
- _ -
County of London| 24.3 | 144 | 003 | — 031 ! 007 020 | 016 | 1°39 | 2764 | 104
HWest. =
Paddington .| 2000) 129 | 002 | — 0-03 | 0-06 | 018 | 0°14 | 1'02 J 26°64 | 95
Kensington .| 1881 181 | 001 | — | 009} 0'10 | 0°04 | 0°08 | 1'10 1963 | 94
Hammersmith ...| 2381 137 | 004 | — | 033 | 0004 | 0017 | 0’13 | 1°38 | 22°B3 | 94
Fulham .. ..| 266] 138 | 008| — | 0-20| 0:18 | 027 | 0'14 | 1'81 | 3033|118
Chelsea ... ..l 202) 129 | 0058| — | 005 008 | 0009 | 0°12 | 1'85 |16'17 | 67
City of Westininster| 140 | 13:2 | 006 | — | 004 | 0°06 | 0'14 | 0°10 | 1°38 }16°24 | 80
Naorth. : I : I
St. Marylebone .| 187 ] 141 | 005 | — 002 | 008 | 018 | 0716 | 128 J 2767 | 98
Hampstead wef 1481 110 005 — | 002 | 002 ‘ 019 | 0012 | 064 | 864 | 8O
St. Pancras ol 246 ) 156 | 002 — | 0026 | O°0B | 024 | 014 | 17T | 28°17 | 92
Islington ... o 2621 148 | 005 | — | 0°30 007 | 026 | 0013 | 145 | 27°90 | 105
Stoke Newlngton ...| 204 | 128 | 000 | — | 002 | 0°06 | 012 | 006 | 1'15 1531 | 78
Hackney ... o 2450 140 | 004 — | 0048 004 | 0024 | 0’18 | 1°36 ﬂB'EEl 92
Cendral. - ' - |
Holborn .. .., 164] 1862| 093] — | 024 | 0:04 | 029 | 009 | 197 | 17:02| 90
Finsbury ... el BO°1 ] 194 | 002 | — | 090 | 0007 | 0’58 | 0°11 | 1'98 | 8463 | 123
City of London ...| 102 | 140 | 006 | — | 006 | 0006 | 0017 | 011 | 1"12 | 552 | 94
fast, .
Shoreditch | 8211 196| 002| — | 102|006 | 0050 | 0'18 | 2°14 | 4215|141
Bethnal Green .| 297] 166 | 003 | — | 0563 | 005 | 0'38 | 0°22 | 165 | 4596 | 187
Stepney ... o 294 ) 173 | 0003 | — 066 | 0:10 | 0026 | 0026 | 1°TO | 33°26 | 124
Poplar- ... . 816] 169 | 004 | — | 041 | 0006 | 019 | 021 | 1°67 | 38'44 | 116
South.
Southwark d208]179| 001 | — | OB1) 012|081 | 0020 | 176 | 36°94 | 124
Bermondsey .| 310} 174 | 002 | — 065 | 0008 | 0011 | 0014 | 1°63 | 86°37 | 125
Lambeth ... W 287 148 | 006 | — 0:20 | 0-05 | 0°14 | 0717 | 1°42 §28°77 | 104
Battersea ... .| 258) 134 | 002| — | 030 | 00T | 0'16 | 010 | 1°26 128°35| 93
Wandsworth .| 202] 13:0| 002 | — | 008 | 004 | 017 | 0'12 | 0'90 1 22°17 | 89
Camberwell ~lose] 186| 002 — | 025)| 0009 | 0018 | 015 | 1'48 121'73| 99
Deptford ... .| 286] 143 | 003 | — | 047 | 0084 008 | 023 | 1°38 | 29°21 | 99
Greenwich... ol es1 )| 145 | 005 | — | 049 | 007 | 0006 | 0°17 | 1'38 §22°01 | 98
Lewisham .. ) 198 107 004 | — | 004 | 005 | 011 | 0r14 | O'T5 | 16°49 | T4
Woolwich ... | 233} 141 ]| 002| — | 020 007 | 0022 | 028 | 1'40 J10°57 | 85
i
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INQUESTS.

The following Inquests upon Deaths of Parishioners
were held during the year 1914.
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w  (Face)
Suicide (Poisoning)
» (Hanging)
R T T
» {(Cut Throat)
Kidney Disease ...
Senile Decay
Apoplexy ...
Heart Disease
Pneumonia .
Bronchitis ...
Cerebral Softening
Congenital Defects
Convulsions
Tuberculosis
Melancholia
Misadventure
Diabetes
Cancer
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES AND THE MEASURES TAKEN
TO PREVENT THEIR SPREAD.

It will be seen from Table VI. that 545 Notification Certifi-
cates of Infectious Illness were received from medical practi-
tioners, as against 424 during the preceding year. These figures
include notifications of Consumption and Ophthalmia Neonatorum
and they represent a marked increase in the prevalence of com-
municable disease, as compared with the figures for 1914. This
increase is due to the epidemic of Scarlet Fever which was
prevalent in the Metropolitan area, more particularly during the
latter part of the year.
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These 545 cases represent infection in 444 different houses.
In all homes the disinfection was performed by the Sanitary
Authority. A visit was paid to every house, and it was asocer-
tained that cases of infectious illness occurred in 10 houses where
there were ' grave '’ sanitary conditions.

In arriving at these conclusions, 1 have considered whether
any sanitary defect was of a nature which is generally believed
to predispose to the particular disease in question.

Thus, apart from the measures that have been taken to
prevent the spread of infectious illness, the notification of such
lness was the means during the year of bringing about a sanitary
inspection of 444 premises.

Table VII. shows the number ol cases, and of deaths, from
the Infectious Diseases notified during each year since the con-
stitution of the Borough; and Table VIII. shows the cases of
Infectious Diseases notified during each month of the vear 1914.

The Infectious Sickness Rate of the Borough, excluding the
notifications from Consumption, Cerebro-spinal Meningitis, Acute
Polio-myelitis, and Ophthalmia, so as to make the rate comparable
with that of former years, was 8.3 to each 1,000 of the population,
as against 4.6 for the preceding year. The rate in the Northern
Division was 5.7; while that in the Southern Division was 9.6.

Year. | Infectious Sickness Rate. Rate for London generally.
1901 ... I 79 89
TR s ko 78 99
1908 ... F 3 60
1904 ... \ b7 61
1905 ... e 58 70
906 .- SRR | 51 -5
1807 | 7-8 86
1908 | 58 T4
1908 ... 35 [i%!
A R 36 45
1911 ... | 44 53
1912 5k a1 37 52
1913 .. l 46 67
1914 } : 83 89
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TABLE VIL

Table showing the number of Cases and Deaths from the

Infectious Diseases notified from among residents since

the constitution of the Borough.

Small-pox. Searlet Fever. | Diphtheria. [ Erysipelas.
w o
G S B S
1901 26 3 174 4 137 14 29 —
1802 = < 41 8 192 b o1 D 50 3
1903 1 — B8 — a7 T 30 —
1904 - 8 — 153 3 60 10 53 T
19056 2% o 1 — 178 3 6 4 28 1
1906 s — - 137 1 45 4 458 3
1907 iy i -- — 238 7 109 [ 29 1
1908 i — - 195 5 60 1 24 2
1909 _— — 108 2 28 1 28 2
1910 v — - 84 1 53 2 a1 2
1911 — — 97 3 7 8 41 T
1912 - -— —_ o2 1 556 — a2 1
1913 & - — 102 1 sd 6 35 2
1914 : % — —_ 263 3 99 3 45 2
FPuerperal Enteric Membranous |Cerebro-Spinal
Fever, Fever. Croup. Fever,
wof g |8 g | B 2
AREENEEE RS :
&} &) a 8] a 3 &
1901... 4 2 26 4 | 4 1 — =i
1902... 1 — 22 4 2 — - —
1903... 2 2 a4 b 2 — — e
1904...] 3 3 14 6 2 —_ ok —
19056... 1 — 10 -— 4 1 — —_
19808... 1 1 10 - 1 —_ — —
1907... 2 1 14 3 o — 1 1
1908... 4 2 10 4 —_— — 2 —
1909... 4 1 11 1 1 1 — e
1910... 3 2 10 2 - = 1 S
1911...] — —_ 6 1 1 — — —
1912...| 3 1 3 — — —_ 5
1913... 2 5 9 2 —_ — 1 e
1914... 3 2 4 — — e — -

# One of these cases was not notified.
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TABLE VIIL

Cases of Infectious Disease notified during each month of
the year 1914.

i | -
. ~ ] | B
[ = £
: , El e > g E :E
gl 19 s £l s 2 5| ® |3E
; 1 | w | 8 3
: | & | & | 3 s g | a | -EE o | E=
RIS B E|S 8 F 2] 8|8 |58 8 |,
Y151 E5ls| 215 ElEBl12l8|83 (2|8 |3
|é|a|[5|2|d|£|S|a|[S|E[8[E(8 |8
Jauuary .| — | 23 | 14 | — | 1 — | 1| —| 6| —=|—| 2|41
| |
February | — | 8 | 12 | — | 1| —=|—] 8|—| 8| 1| —] 2]33
. ! :
March .. — 16|10} — | —|—|—| 6| — 20| 2 |— ]| 7|48
April ...'—|15 0| —|—|—[—[38 —| 7[3|—| 8[a
| | |
May | —|18|10|—|—|—=|—|7|—=|11| 2|/ —| 5|53
| |
Jome .| — |16 Bl — | —|—=|=| 2= 7|=|=]| 1|28
July B S LT Tl S RSO e e
August ...|— |18 | 4] — | —|—=|—]| 2|—| 8| L|—|— |28
1
TV S ) B O RS B P O - e ) P | R B
e i R |—| 1| 2|—| 9|—]9|—|—]| 1|76
November | — [ 35| 9| — | —| 1| — (10| —| 6| — | —| 3|64
December | — | 20| § | — | —|—|—| 6| —| 8| 1| —=| 2|41
ToTaLs ...| — | 263/ 99 | — | 4| 3| — |49 | — |81 |10 | — | 26 (545

The Infectious Sickness Rate for London generally was g.o.
Of the 29 Sanitary Areas situated within the Metropolis, the
lowest rates were those of Holborn (5.9}, Chelsea (6.4), and
Hampstead (6.8); and the highest rates were those of Stepney

(12.7) and Deptford (12.5).

433 of the cases motified were removed from their homes to
Isolation Hospitals,
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SCARLET FEVER.

The 263 cases of Scarlet Fever occurred in 198 houses, in 5 of
which there were grave insanitary conditions. There were slight
insanitary conditions in 21.

SR

Year. Slt::;ria: Ihf::ﬁ;?;n Lnndﬁgtgeﬁ]imlly. Engla rl:%ai.;" am";\"alas.
1901 0-08 _; 013 013 5
1902 0-09 | 012 015
1903 000 I- 008 012
1904 006 008 0-11
1805 006 012 0-11
1906 0-02 011 0-10
1907 0-13 014 009
1908 009 011 0-08
14909 004 008 008
1910 002 , 004 006
1911 006 '! 0.04 005
1912 0-02 004 0-05
1913 0-02 0-04 006
1914 0-06 07 008

School attendance was ascribed as the origin of the infection
in 15 cases. The infection was imported into the Borough in at
least 6 instances, by visits from or to infected persons dwelling
outside.

In at least 18 cases the infection appeared to be secondary to
the infection in another member of the household.

In 4 cases the infection following recent operations upon the
tonsils, and in 3 cases it was attributed by parents to visits to
Picture Palaces.
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It is of interest to record 1 case of this disease which was
admitted to Hospital, and went througn a typical attack, being
again notified as suffering from a fresh attack within 14 days
after discharge; and that in another case a child was notified as
suffering from this disease who had gone through a typical attack
only 16 months previously.

The increased prevalence of Scarlet Fever in London, made
it impossible for the Managers of the Fever Hospitals to admit
all cases for whose admission applications were made, and it
was only with considerable delay that several sufferers from Stoke
Newington gained admittance to Hospital on several occasions.

ERYSIPELAS.

The 49 cases of this disease represent infection in 49 different
premises. In 2 of these, insanitary conditions of a slight nature
existed, and in no case were the sanitary defects grave.

ENTERIC OR TYPHOID FEVER.

The 4 cases notified during the year all occurred in different
houses. In two of these houses slight insanitary conditions
existed. The origin of the infection remained quite obscure in
cach case, and in one case the patient had been ailing for several
weeks before he took to his bed and the disease was diagnosed.

Year Death-Rate for Rate for Rate for
: Stoke Newington, London generally. England and Wales.
1901 0-08 012 015
1902 008 i 012 013
1903 009 ? 008 0-10
1904 0-11 0-06 0-09
1905 ' 0-00 0-05 0-08
1906 0-00 006 | 009
1907 006 0-04 | 007
1908 008 005 ; 007
1909 0-02 0-03 i 006
1910 5 0-04 004 ' 005
1911 | 002 003 007
1912 I 0-00 , 0-03 ! 004
1913 004 002 | 004

1914 0-00 ; 003 | 005
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MEASLES.

As compared with the preceding year, there was a much
reduced prevalence of Measles.

Now that some Hospital provision has been made available
by the Metropolitan Asylums Board in respect to cases ol Measles
and Whooping Cough, the question as to whether these two
diseases should be made compulsorily notifiable calls for further
consideration. Seeing that the extent of this accommodation is
very limited, and, therefore, soon becomes exhausted, 1 am dis-
posed to believe that the prompt visitation of as many as possible
of the cases which come to our knowledge from the Education
Authority and other sources, and the home visitation and distri-
bution of handbills of advice in those streets occupied by the
poorer classes, may furnish as good results as compulsory
notification, under the present circumstances.

In view of the increasing number of Scarlet Fever patients
requiring to be admitted to the Hospitals and of the necessity of
having sufficient accommodation for such patients, the admission
of cases of Measles and Whooping-cough had to be temporarily
suspended in 1914.

ZYMOTIC DIARRHEA.

¥ Death-Rate for Rate for Rate for England
B Stoke Newington. London generally. and Wales,
1901 0-31 | 0-87 (-92
1902 0-34 | 54 038
1903 025 063 0-50
1904 049 103 086G
1405 074 n-72 054
14906 050 095 (W1}
1207 024 032 030
1908 (e 1] ' 054 0-51
1209 011 0-33 0-29
1910 022 28 025
"1911 057 1-18 106
#1012 004 029 0-20
#1913 026 066 56
#1914 24 0-69 45

* Calculated from deaths occurring under two years of age,
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PUERPERAL FEVER.

Under Puerperal FFever are included the deaths from Pyemia
and Sn:-plirc:aemia occurring in lving-in women. Two cases were
notified during the year. [Friends and relations are sometimes
found to be acting in the capacity of midwives, and thus the value
of the Midwives' Aet, which was passed to reduce the dangers
from the practice of midwifery by unqualified persons, is materially
reduced. g

!
It is satisfactory to note that the mortality among puerperal
women, both from puerperal sepsis and from accidents at child-
hirth, i1s steadily decreasing.

The death-rate, as expressed as a rate per 1,000 registered
births, was 1.9, as compared with 2.7 for the preceding vear.

PHTHISI5 (CONSUMPTION) AND OTHER FORMS. GF
TUBERCULOSIS. '

118 cases of Consumption were notiied under the Public
Health (Tuberculosis) Regulations, 19i2.

A few facts may be worthy of record in connection with the
cases notified during the vear. There was certainly no family
history of Consumption in 52 of the cases investigated; and it
seems probable that the history was negative in some other
instances. There were, therefore, about 44 per cent. of the total
cases notified whose family history furnished no instance of the
disease. The parental history was often in other cases suggestive
of Phthisis, although one was informed that the death of the
father or mother was attributed to Bronchitis or some other
Pulmonary complaint. Excluding such doubtful cases of parental
history of the disease, it was found that in 10 cases the father
or mother (and in 3 cases both) had either died, or were suffering
from Consumption at the time of the inquiry; and that in 10
other cases there was a history of Consumption in the brothers
or sisters of the parents. Where the parents themselves had
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cither died or were living and suffering from the disease, in
6 cases it was the father, in 4 cases the mother, and in 3 cases
both parents, who were consumptive. (Grand-parents were
infected in 6 cases.

Brothers or sisters were consumptive in 11 instances,
brothers in 6, sisters in 4, and both in 1.

Special reference may be made to one case, in which the
father, mother, 2 brothers, and 2 sisters had died of the complaint.

It was found that the period during which the various
-ndividuals notified had been suffering from the disease varied
considerably; from two or three weeks, to as long as fifteen and
sixteen years in 2 cases. It is impossible to even approximately
define the period in a large number of cases, so insidious is the
disease in its early stages, when it is commonly regarded as
nothing more than a cough. Probably 30 patients had suffered
from the disease for less than twelve months, and 37 for over
twelve months at the time when the inquiries were made. In
13 cases the duration of the disease had exceeded three years.
Four of the patients had previously been in Sanatoria.

The most frequent causes of the disease, in the opinion of
the paticnts themselves, were exposure 1o dampness, wet and
" cold, influenza, repeated colds, pleurisy, pneumonia, and winter
coughs. It was [requently in evidence that overwork, confinement
at work, shortage of food, or alcoholism, played a part in deter-
mining the onset of the disease. Contact with a previous case
was alleged to have been the source of infection in 2 cases.

The occupations of the persons notified were very various.
Indeed, almost all kinds of industrial employment are entered
upon the inquiry forms; and there is nothing to indicate any
special prevalence of the disease in any particular form of such
occupation, when one bears in mind the proportions in which
different occupations attract the working-class population,
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The compulsory notification of the disease has disclosed two
instances in which the patients had not been informed by the
doctor notifying the disease that they were suffering from it.
It is unfair to place the onus of conveying this information upon
the sanitary official; and the advice which he can offer is not
likely to be heeded if the patient doubts whether he is suffering
from the disease. In 1 case the request was made that 1 should
not visit, because it was undesirable to acquaint the patient of
his condition. Where this is the wish of a medical practitioner
the request is, of course, complied with.

In practically all the cases the diagnosis was confirmed by
a bacteriological examination of the sputa. In 4 instances the
paﬁtnt:-: were dead within two or three days of notification; and
in 4 instances the patient had been removed to the Infirmary or
to Hospital by the time a notification certificate reached us. In
3 cases the patient had left the address from which they were
notified ; and in 2 cases false addresses were given.

Sixty-nine of the notified cases were recorded as insured
under the Insurance Act.

Judging from the deaths from Consumption, which numbered
56, there must have been, at least, 3oo sufferers from the disease
in the Borough during the year, and of those 118 were notified.

In the absence of sufficient provision to isolate or even to
adequately supervise the advanced cases which are notified to
me, the infection spreads in some of the homes of Stoke Newing-
ton, and this will remain so until more comprehensive measures
are adopted.

The Public Health Committee has long favoured the provision
of a Tuberculosis Dispensary, and after considering the alter-
native scheme of obtaining premises and making suitable provisions
within the Borough, they came to the conclusion that the most
economical and efficient scheme for Stoke Newington was one by
which the advantages of the Metropolitan Hospital, Kingsland
Road, may be utilised. The Borough Council of Hackney had
already approached the Metropolitan Hospital Directors, and
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obtained an expression of their willingness to co-operate with that
Council in the establishment of a Tuberculosis Dispensary, and a
scheme embracing both Hackney and Stoke Newington has now
been adopted.

The aim of a Dispensary System is to secure that not a single
case ol Tuberculosis shall occur unobserved or remain uncared
for in the community.

I share the view wilth many others that no measure of attack
upon Tuberculosis has much chance of success unless it begins
and ends with the home; unless the patient is followed there, and
both he and his surroundings are appropriately dealt with.
Examination of contacts, for instance, often discovers patients in
an ecarlier stage of disease than the notihed patient, and the
probability of effecting a cure is much greater in the case of the
discovered patient than in the case of the notified patient. It
follows, then, that the success of any scheme will depend very
largely upon a prompt and accurate diagnosis of those infected.

The subjoined Report of the Public Health Committee was
recently adopted by the Borough Council :—

-(D)—=TUBERCULOSIS DISPENSARY.

The question of providing a Dispensary to promote the
carly diagnosis, treatment and care of persons residing in the
Berough and suffering from Tuberculosis had been considered by
the Public Health Committee. When it came to the knowledge
of the Committee that the London County Council was about to
formulate a scheme of Dispensary Provision for the whole of the
Metropolis, the Committee adjourned the further consideration of
this matter until the County Council scheme was issued; but,
owing mainly to the fact that several Metropolitan Boroughs had
already made the provision, the County Council abandoned the
proposal to formulate a scheme, and intimated to the Borough
Councils that they should make their own provision, subject to
compliance with certain requirements which were specified. In
the circumstances, the Medical Officer of Health again reported to
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the Committee upon this subject, and, after considering the
alternative scheme of obtaining premises and making suitable
provision within the Borough, the Commitiee came to the conclu-
sion that the most efficient and economical scheme for Stoke
Newington was one by which the advantages of the Metropolitan
Hospitai, Kingsland Road, might be utilised. The Borough
Council of Hackney had already approached the Metropolitan
Hospital Authorities, and had obtained an expression of their
willingness and desire to co-operate with that Council in the
establishment of a Tuberculosis Dispensary, and the conditions had
been brought under discussion.

Before proceeding further in this matter, the Committee con-
sidered that the action which it proposed should receive the
approval of the Council. It therefore asked the Council for its
general approval on February 17th, 1914, when the Council
resolved—

““ That the Council approve of the principle of providing

“ a Dispensary in connection with the Metropolitan Hospital,

“ Kingsland Road, for the diagnosis, treatment, etc., of Stoke

“ Newington residents suffering from Tuberculosis; and that

““ the Public Health Committee be authorised to negotiate with

‘“ the Hackney Borough Council and the Directors of the

** Metropoelitan Hospital as to terms, and then to submit to

““ the Council a complete scheme, with estimates as to cost.”’

In compliance with this resolution, and upon the advice of
a Sub-Committee appointed to deal with this matter, the Committee
now report and recommend as follows :—

(1). That the proposed Metropolitan Hospital Dispensary
would serve the needs of Stoke Newington as well as the
following Hackney Wards, viz. :—

Areas. Population.
Stamford Hill Ward ... e 32,790
West Hackney ... cvs 10,018
Kingsland e ETIORE
Downs . 17076

91,929

Borough of Stoke Newington... 50,454

Total ... e 342,383
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The Medical Tuberculosis Officer, upon the request of
the Medical Officer of Health, shall examine at their
homes persons either suffering from Tuberculosis
or suspected to be suffering from this disease who are
unable, or cannot be persuaded, to attend the Dis-
pensary. He shall be available (either at the
Dispensary or in the patients’ own homes) for con-
sultation and diagnosis on application being made
through the Medical Officer of Health for his services
by any medical practitioner practising within the
Boroughs of Hackney and Stoke Newington. Where
the Tuberculosis Officer has any doubt or difhiculty
in diagnosis or treatment of any cases of Tuber-
culosis, he shall have the right of consultation with
Members of the Visiting Staff of the Hospital, whose
decision shall be for the time being binding.

For the first year, as a temporary measure, subject to
subsequent revision, a charge of 2s. per head for each
patient's attendance at the Dispensary will be made,
attendances in separate departments to be counted
as separate attendances. The examination, for the
detection of tubercle bacilli, of specimens of sputa of
patients not attending the Dispensary, and each domii-
ciliary visit to each patient will be charged as an
attendance in each case.

No patient shall be treated at the Dispensary who is
already under the care of a general practitioner,
unless and until such general practitioner’s consent or
request to treat the patient has first been received.

The Dispensary shall be linked up to the Public
Health work of the Borough and the panel work of
the general practitioners in connection  with  the
treatment of Tuberculosis under the National
Insurance Act, and shall be open for inspection by the
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London Insurance Committee, in accordance with the
conditions laid down by the Insurance Committee of
the County of London in their Memorandum of the
23rd April, 1914.

The Dispensary Scheme shall provide that the general

principles set out by the London County Council in
their Memorandum of the 18th November, 1913, shall
be observed.

The Tuberculosis Officer shall carry out such duties

as are prescribed by the Local Government Board's
General Order of the 26th July, 1912; or any sub-
sequent Order referring to insured persons suffering
from Tuberculosis, and receiving domiciliary treat-

ment under Panel Practitioners.

STATEMENT AS TO FINANCE :—

The following extract from the Circular Letter of the

Local Government Board, dated 1g9th December, 1913,
indicated how the cost of the Dispensary would be met ;:—

*“ The expenditure of the Borough Council on their

Dispensary Scheme, after deducting the payment made by
the Insurance Committee in respect of the treatment of
insured persons, and any other contribution, will be met

as follows :(—

(2) 50 per cent. from the Board;
(b) 25 per cent. from the London County Council;
(c) 25 per cent. out of the rates of the Borough.

““ The Board may observe that the promise of the

grant of 50 per cent. of the net cost of schemes is subject
to the expenditure being kept within reasonable limits."’

I'he Insurance Committee are prepared to enter into an
agreement with the Borough Council for the treatment in

Dispensaries of tuberculous persons who are recommended
by the Committee for Sanatorium Benefit; and, in considera-
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“ Tuberculosis Regulations, either himself or through an
‘* olficer acting under his instructions to make such
‘““ enquiries and take such steps as may appear to him
““ necessary or desirable for preventing the spread of
“‘ infection and for removing conditions favourable to
““infection. These enquiries will necessarily include
‘* investigations into sources of infection, search for con-
‘‘ tacts, and enquiry into housing conditions.”’

It is hardly necessary to add that these eaquiiies cou-
stitute an extremely important branch of the preventative work
for dealing with Tuberculosis, and that the general Scheme
would be robbed of much of its value if measures were not
taken to get promptly in touch with the home, and to maintain
the necessary advice and assistance—even after a sufferer
returned from a Sanatorium. The present staff could not
adequately discharge these duties. They are otherwise fully
employed. Hitherto the Medical Officer of Health has made
it his practice to visit at least go per cent. of the cases notified,
and this he would continue to do; but it would be quite
impossible for him to make the large number of *‘ following-
up "' visits demanded under a complete Dispensary Scheme.
At least the part-time services of a specially trained nurse
would be necessary.

In connection with the work of the Tuberculosis Dis-
pensary it would be most desirable to obtain the assistance
of an After-care Committee, to secure for patients who had
been discharged from Sanatoria or who had received satis-
factory treatment at the Dispensary that advice and help about
their future life and work should be given. This necessity
for After-care was set out in the Interim Report of the
Departmental Committee on Tuberculosis. Such Committee
would endeavour in some cases, in addition to giving advice,
to obtain suitable occupation, to combat the fear of infection
often felt by employers and fellow employés, and to obtain
relief. The Committee should be representative of all the
charitable and official bodies in the Borough.
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The Committee now begged to submit the complete

scheme.

The Committee had given a great deal of time and con-
sideration to this scheme, and was of opinion that it was one
which in every way met the needs of the Borough and com-
plied with all the requirements of the various central
authorities, whose approval it had every i1eason to believe
would be given in the scheme. 1t promised to obtain the best
and most economical results.

Recommending—
() That the complete scheme, as set out, be approved
and adopted.

(b) That a copy of the scheme be forwarded to the
Local Government Board, the London County Council, and
the London Insurance Committee for their approval.
Adopted.

At the start it may only be possible to examine suspected
contacts, but the ideal to aim at later on will be an examination of
every willing contact who has run substantial risks, either at the
Dispensary or at home.

Apart from the provision of Dispensaries, the need of many
hospital beds for advanced, emergency, observational, educational
and surgical cases is very great. These may be provided in
separate pavilions at isolation hospitals in conveniently aceessible
sanatoria or in special hospitals, while arrangements may be
made with general hospitals for receiving operative and other
special cases.

The Metropolitan Asylums Board has recently expressed its
willingness to enter into agreement with the London County
Council and the London Insurance Committee for the provision
of residential institutional accommodation for insured persons and
their dependents as w-*s-]]_a:; for non-insured persons. They have
agreed to find accommodation in existing institutions where
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on the borders of Stoke Newington and within easy access of the
Cleansing Station, decided that in addition to providing for the
cleansing of verminous school children attending the elementary
schools within the Borough, it was prepared to undertake the
cleansing of children attending the Newington Green School, the
Hindle Street, High Street (Hackney), and St. Jude’s Schools
(Islington), subject to the undertaking that in no one week are
more than 20 children to be dealt with.

[n connection with this work a wverv handicapping circum-
stance is the fact that many children are repeatedly found to be
in a verminous condition. This is explained by the persistently
verminous state of members of the household who are above or
below the school age; and it seems that further powers are desir-
able in order to cope with such individuals. The difficulties in
dealing with such people would be very great indeed. Many of
them are engaged in work of some sort from early morning till
late at night, and it would be necessary to take many cases hefore
the Courts, when there would often be a great difliculty in
satisflying the Magistrate that the particular person charged was
in a verminous condition. While, however, we continue to get
the same children back to our cleansing station, and despite what
we do for such children and to their homes the vermin are
** carried over "' in the bodies of other members of the family not
of the school age, the circumstance demands serious considera-
tion as to what remedies are available. From the educational
standpoint the work upon verminous children is of such import-
ance that considerable efforts to free them are warranted.

A Shelter has been maintained during the year. The Borough
Council is under a statutory obligation to maintain this provision.

The Shelter was never quite suitable for the purpose, and as
it became increasingly difficult to adequately deal with the dilapi-
dations of the old premises so used, the Council decided during
the year to make other arrangements.
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NOTES UPON SANITARY WORK PERFORMED
DURING THE YEAR 1914

It will be seen from the accompanying Report of the Chief
Sanitary Inspector that a large amount of sanitary work has been
performed during the year; 4,497 premises were inspected for con-
ditions injurious or dangerous to health, and insanitary conditions
varying in their nature from slight to very grave were discovered
in a large number of instances; 557 Intimation Notices, followed
in 17 cases by Statutory Notices, were complied with. Of 4,497
premises inspected, only 182 inspections were made as the result
of complaints by householders and others, and this circumstance
will serve to accentuate the importance ol prosecuting a fairly
constant system of house-to-house inspection in at least the poorer
parts of the Borough. In the case of 52 of the complaints received,
no nuisance existed at the time of inspection. 4,369 re-inspections
were made, making a total for the year of 8,866 inspections,

The slaughter-houses, bakehouses, cowsheds and dairies, the
common lodging-house and the registered houses let in lodgings,
situated in the Borough, were all inspected during the year.

FOOD INSPECTION.

The amount of unwholesome food seized in Stoke Newington
is very small, even when regard is had to the size of the Borough.
On the other hand, a not inconsiderable amount of unwholesome
food has been surrendered for destruction during the year, the
particulars of which are shown in the Report of the Chief Sanitary
Inspector. It is to be hoped that in the future all obviously
unsound food will be thus surrendered.

During the year many systematic efforts were made to
detect the sale of diseased meat within the Borough, and I am
glad to say that, with few exceptions, our inspections have not
called for any seizures.

STABLE MANURE.
In recent years there has been a constant decrease in the
amount of stable manure in London owing to the displacement of
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horse by motor traffic. Nuisance from this source is therefore
very much less than formerly, a fact which is also partly due to the
enforcement of the regulations requiring periodical removal.

HOUSES LET IN LODGINGS.

In the Borough of Stoke Newington, more especially in the
Southern Division, there is a considerable number of houses let in
k)dgingﬁ under circumstances and conditions which render it
desirable, in the interest of public health, that they should be
registered and inspected at frequent intervals.

By the end of the vear 1914 231 such premises were on the
Register.

During the vear Dr. Sherwood New, in addition to rendering
services in connection with the Child Welfare Centre, undertook
an investigation into the dwellings now let as Tenements in the
South Hornsey Ward of the Borough. It may be recalled that as
the result of many inspections made by mysell in the previous
year 1 commented upon the circumstance of such dwellings in
my Report for the year 1913. Dr. New restricted his visits to
houses which had been changed from their original purpose of
serving as private residences for one family to houses certain
Aoors of which are let out to second families. It is frequently
stated that this change represents the first step towards the
formation of a ** Slum ""; but Dr. New found that the prevailing
type of tenant was a good one, self-respecting and industrious,
and well above the pauper line; and he gives testimony to the
fact that the premises being as good as they are is due rather
to the tenant than the dwelling arrangements provided. He finds,
as | have found, that practically nothing is done to adapt the
property to its new conditions. That is to say, it is rare to find
any structural alterations undertaken as the result of the new
conditions of occupation. He finds that it is exceptional to see
any special provision for food storage and preparation, that the
tenant sometimes hangs a meat safe outside the back wall, less
often on the landings, but sometimes the food is stored in the
living roems; that the drying of clothes is generally done in a
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living room or kitchen; that there is, generally speaking, a dearth
of any suitable “provision for coal storage, and it is, therefore,
to be seen collected in all sorts of undesirable places; he finds
that the neglect of coal storage provision in the vard or basement
is due to the fear of the coal being stolen; and that the w.c.
provision in many of these dwellings does not satisly the demands
cither of sanitation or decency. Finally, he was impressed by
the rarity of the occasions on which he saw the lid properly
applied to a dust-bin, and he makes the suggestion that it is
far better to use the square bin with a sloped and hinged lid
attached.
THE HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING ACT, 1909.
During 1914 the houses in Cressington Road, Barn Street,
and Leonard's Place were specially inspected under this Act, and
all the facts were duly entered in the special Register kept. No
action beyond the abatement of such nuisances as were discovered
was called for in respect to these dwellings. That is to say, as
no house was considered to be in a state so dangerous or injurious
to health as to unfit it for human habitation, no representations
were made to the Local Authority with the view to obtaining
Closing Orders, the general character of the defects found being
of a nature remediable under notices for the abatement of
nuisances. Certain other streets (Allen Road, Shakespeare Road,
Milton Road, and Spenser Road), and the Courts in Stoke
Newington, which were reported upon in previous years, were
reinspected during the year. No new houses werce erected in the
Borough during 1914.

The houses in Hewling Street were also inspected under this
Act, and it was considered by the Committee as to whether the
tfime had come for dealing with this street in a small Improvement
Scheme. It was decided to postpone any action under the Housing
and Town Planning Act, 1909, until after the end of the war.

FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS.
At the end of the vear 1914, 284 factories, workshops and
workplaces were on the Register.
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Ophthalmia Neonatorum (or Ophthalmia of the newly-born)
was made a disease compulsorily notifiable by an Order of the
Local Government Board, which took effect in April.

The Elementary Education (Provision of Meals) Act, 1914,
amended the Act of 1906 by legalising the provision of meals by
Education Authorities during holidays,. and by removing the
limitation of expenditure on meals to a hallpenny rate; part of the
expenditure is now repayable through Government grants.

Other legislation during the year included a short amending
Housing Act and New Milk and Dairies Acts for England and
Scotland. It is not certain when the new legislation on milk will
be put into operation.

FOOD AND DRUGS.

Under the Sale of Food and Drugs Act, 156 samples of food
and drugs were taken and analysed. The results are shown in
Table IX.

13 of the samples purchased in the Borough in 1914 were not
satisfactory; and, therefore, the percentage of non-genuine
samples amounted to 8.3 per cent., a figure which is ahove that
of the preceding year, when it was 7.1 per cent. The figure
for the whole country was 8.4 per cent. during the year 1912, and
that for London for the same year was 8.8.

13.6 per ocent. of the 81 Milk samples were unsatisfactory, as
against 7.7 per cent. during the preceding year; but in some cases
the deficiency below the legal limits was very slight. 22 per cent.
of the milk samples were purchased on Sundays. The percentage
of adulteration of milk for the whole country during 1912 was 11.9.

In London the percentage of Milk samples reported against
was g.3 during 1912, as compared with 11.2 during 1911.

It should be added that many of the samples purchased were
below the quality of the average milk supply of London, although
they were a trifle above the low legal limits which have been fixed.
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Thus during the year the Milk samples furnished evidence of
the very general practice of ** toning down,” a large proportion of
the samples containing fat and non-fatty matter very near to the
low legal limits.

Many of the samples purchased under the Sale of Food and
Drugs Acts have been obtained through the employment of a
deputy, for the Sanitary Inspectors are well known to tradesmen
and others.

All the samples of Milk, Butter, Cream and Margarine were
tested for antiseptics, with the result that none of the samples of
Milk, but 2 of Cream, 3 of Margarine, and 1o of Butter were
found to contain them. In no case was the amount sufficient to
warrant a prosecution, and in each case boric acid was found;
but in one or two instances the vendors were cautioned.

The 24 Butter samples taken throughout the year were found
to be satisfactory. With the exception of small amounts of boric
acid, 1 have not succeeded, in the limited number of samples with
which 1 have had to deal, in discovering anything to take excep-
tion to. Since the use of coconut oil has extended in connection
with the adulteration of butter, a careful test for this material
has heen made, but always with negative results. In addition
to the employment of this oil in the making of Margarine it has
been retailed as a substitute for lard.

ad

In my last Report I referred to the practice of ** informal
sampling ' which may be employed by Local Authorities to
discover where adulteration is being practised, without arousing
the suspicions of the traders; so that where matters are not
found to be satisfactory subsequent samples may be obtained
under the formalities of the Act with a view to the exposure and
punishment of the offender. Several informal samples have been
taken during the year, and it is hoped to increase this number
in future years. The informal samples collected did not lead to

the detection of adulteration.

In Metropolitan London, as a whole, during 1912 one sample
was analysed for every 179 persons, being at the rate of 5.6 per
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1,000 of the population. In Stoke Newington, one sample is
taken for every 324 persons, being at the rate of 3 per 1,000 of
the population.

THE PUBLIC HEALTH (MILK AND CREAM)
REGULATIONS, 1912.

It will be recalled that these Regulations restrict the use of
preservatives in Milk and Cream; no preservative may be added
to Milk in any case nor to {resh Cream which contains less than
35 per cent. by weight of fat. The Regulations, however, do
not prohibit the sale of Cream containing a chemical preservative,
provided (a) that the material is sold as ‘' preserved ' cream;
(b) that the preservatives employed are either Boric Acid, Borax,
4 mixture of these substances, or Hydrogen Peroxide; and (c)
that the vessel in which the preserved Cream is sold is labelled
in a prescribed form with the amount and nature of the particular
preservative added. The object of the Regulations in regard to
Cream is to secure that ‘‘ preserved Cream shall be distin-
guished, at all stages of sale, from Cream which is free from
preservative.

It is thus open to the Council to take action with reference
to samples of Milk and Cream either under the Sale of Food and
Drugs Acts or under the Regulations ; and the Local Government
Board expresses the view that it is generally desirable that is
cases in which it appears that the Regulations have been infringed,
such action as may be necessary should be taken under the
Regulations, rather than under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts.

All the samples of Milk were examined lor preservatives. The
samples were all taken under the Sale of Food and Drugs Act,
and in no instance were the Regulations infringed

The 3 samples of Cream, although procured under the Sale
of Food and Drugs Acts, were specially examined with regard
to the provisions of the Regulations. That is to say, in every
case the precise amount of fat was estimated, and the nature
and amount of the preservatives also. In addition, it was seen
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STATUTORY NOTICES.

Seventeen statutory notices were authorised by your Com-
mittee, and fourteen were served under Sec. 4, Public Health
(London) Act, 18g1. In the other three cases the nuisance was
abated previous to the service of the notice.

PROSECUTIONS ORDERED BY SANITARY AUTHORITY
UNDER THE PUBLIC HEALTH (LONDON) ACT,
1891, AND BYE-LAWS OF THE LONDON COUNTY
COUNCIL.

T

No. in
Rﬁ:pu{l Situation of Premises Nature of Offence Result of Proceedings
(nln]
| . - S
13057 | 29, Cowper Road Defective roof, dirty | Nuisauce abated pre-
walls of rooms and vious to 1ssue of sum-
staircase mons

13157 | 15a, Shakespeare Rd. Rooms dirty and | Ditto
damp, no water sup-

ply to water closet,
Defective yard paving |

13249 | 60, Bouverie Road Defective drains Ditto

NUISANCES ABATED AND SANITARY DEFECTS

REMEDIED.

Dirty premises, cleansed and whitewashed ............... ... 102
Dampness in dwellings remedied ..............oooi 87
Dilapidated ceilings, stairs, etc., repaired ................o.ooe 40
Bell-traps and small dip-traps removed and replaced by

stoneware gulleys ....... ... o o e MR 2
Foul traps and pans of w.c.’s cleansed or new ones sub-

HPEH . e e R S A e e L S S M A 19
Public-house urinals cleansed (after intimation) ......... . 5
Flushing cisterns to w.c.’s provided or repaired, and w.c.’s

with insuflicient water supply made satisfactory ......... 67
Defective w.c. basins and traps removed and replaced by

approved PAatterns ........... ciiceeciioiniiaen 66
Stopped or choked w.c. traps cleared ..................cooonnn 11
External ventilation to w.c's improved ............ccoiiin k
W.c.'s removed to more sanitary positions .............c...... 1

Carried forward............ 403
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Brought forward............ 403

Separate flushing cisterns fixed to w.c’s which were pre-
viously flushed directly from dietary cisterns ..... ...... —
Additional w.c.’s provided in case of insufficient w.c.

accommodation .......... e e S e e 27
Defective soil-pipes reconstructed ............ N e TR 35
Unventilated soil-pipes ventilated ............c.occiiiiiiiinins }_
Soil-pipes improperly ventilated, improved and ............ 35
Dty vards cleBBBeEl .0 v is iy SRR e e 7
Yards paved or re-paved with impervious material ......... 44
Yamdn  AEameds | it bt s e S s i e R e 2
Gully and other traps inside houses removed ........ ......... —

Sink waste-pipes directly connected to drain, made to
discharge in open-air over proper syphon gullies......... —

Long lengths of sink, bath, and lavatory waste-pipes
trapped, and made to discharge in open-air over gullies 25

Defective waste-pipes repaired.......c.cciiivieiiiiiviisiiiinaresasis 32
Fonil water-cleterns cleanset .. .coiisivamisrvoriaindsneian i 17
Water-cisterns without close-fitting covers provided with

PrOper COVELINGS vecveisvanserons e s R G LR il
Defects in water-cisterns remedied ......c.ccomniescsnmimssunsina 4
Cisterns removed to more sanitary position ........... 2
New portable dust-bins provided .................cccoiiiiinnnnnn. 136
Defective drainage re-constructed in accordance with by-

laws of London County Council ..............ciiiiiiiiiiin 142
Choked or stopped drains cleared and repaired ............... 129
Drains ventilated or defective ventilating pipes renewed...... 8
Rain water pipes disconnected from drains or soil-pipes and

made to discharge over gully-traps... ....ccooviiiiiieninnis 6
Proper water-supply provided to houses ...............coceviins 19
Defective roofs repaired ...... e e e s 48
Defective guttering and rain water pipes repaired or renewed 58
Defective paving to floors of wash-houses repaired or renewed 32
Dirty walls of work-rooms cleansed .............ccoiiiniiniinn, It

Carried forward............ 1,259
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Brought forward.. ......... 1,259

Proper manure receptacles provided (London County Council
= i Ty R TSN T MO RS R A R I
Cases of overcrowding abated ............ccooimiimeiaesnee s §
' Accumulation of refuse, etc., removed .......coovvviviniiaineiins 11
rAreas re-paved and drained ..., 2

Insufficiently ventilated space under wooden floors, remedied
C: by insertion in outer walls of proper air bricks ............ 8
» Underground dwellings improved ........ T b S e 3
Nuisances fronmi animals abated ..........cociiiiiiiiiieiiinan, 3
e SIlcE TN SHNCE ABERRH | o i sih s A ad Sem an ek S s v TR 4
_Dirty walls and ceilings of bakehouses cleansed .. ............ =
Obstructive building removed ......... oo I
— Public-house urinals reconstructed ..........cicciiiiiniies 2
Potal..........n 1,312

The above list refers only to work carried cut on Intimation

‘and Statutory Notices, and does not include a large amount of

improvements which were suggested to the owners of properties

| by vour Inspectors while engaged in supervising the work entailed
in abating the nuisances specified in the notices.

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES.

The four Licensed Slaughter-houses at present in use in the
- Borough, are :— Nos. 118, Church Street; 165, High Street; 7o,
Mountgrove Road; and 355, Nevill Road. The results of
inspections have been satisfactory, and the Licenses of each were
renewed by the London County Council in October. There are
still several Slaughter-houses in the Borough connected with
butchers’ shops, for which Licenses have not been applied for.
Inspections are made from time to time to ensure that no slaughter-

. ing is carried on at these premises.

COMMON LODGING-HOUSE.

The one Common Lodging-house in the Borough, situate at
~ No. 81, Church Street, is under the control of the London County
- Council, and is conducted in accordance with the by-laws. Unolfficial

visits have been made from time to time by your Inspectors,
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BAKEHOUSES.

There are 26 Bakehouses in the Borough, 2o of these being
underground. 2 of the latter were wnoccupied at the end of the
vear. .There are 4 Factory Bakehouses, the remainder being
registered as Workshops. 8 Notices were served on the occupiers
of Bakehouses during the year to cleanse walls and ceilings.
tienerally, the Bakehouses in the Borough are well kept as regards
_cleanliness, ventilation, efc. An examination in ecach case was
miade of the materials used by bakers and pastry cooks, and proved
satisfactory.

DAIRIES, COWSHEDS, AND MILKSHOPS.

g3 visits were paid to the Milkshops and Cowshed.

There are 64 Milk Vendors registered in the Borough and
1 Licensed Cowkeeper. In taking of samples at a milkshop,
under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts, it is usual to make a
thorough inspection of the conditions under which the Milk is
stored previous to sale, and many suggestions for improvements
in the method of storage have been acted upon.

COMPLAINTS,
Sce. 107 (3) Public Health (London) Act, 18g1.

182 complaints were received during the year, relating to
1gh premises.

In 51 cases, on inspection of the premises to which the com-
plaint related, no nuisance which could be dealt with under the
Public Health Acts was found. 130 intimation notices were
served, and a number of improvements were carried out on advioe
to the occupiers at the time of inspection.

The Metropolitan Water Board have been notified of a number
of cases of waste or misuse of water in the Borough.

STABLES AND MEWS.

351 inspections were made during the year, and in very few
cases were nuisances found to exist. Only 3 intimation notices
were served for accumulations of manure and 1 for the absence
of a proper manure receptacle. All these notices were promptly
complied with.
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HOUSES LET IN LODGINGS.

There were 231 premises on the Register at the end of the
year. The Register has been revised and all the premises
inspected.

In revising the Register each year it is necessary to make a
house-to-house inspection in the smaller roads and streets, as the
conditions of tenancy in weekly property is always changing.
Re-inspections are made of all houses which are found to be badly
kept by the owners or tenants. A number of houses occupied by
more than one family have been provided with a water supply
on each floor as required by the London County Council’s General
Powers Act, 190Y%.

BUTTER AND MARGARINE ACT, 19gO7.

Two firms in the Borough are registered under the above Acts
as Wholesale Dealers in Margarine or Butter-substitutes,

HOUSE-TO-HOUSE INSPECTION.

House-to-house inspections were made in the following roads
and streets during the vear :—

Allen Road. Leonard’s Place.

Barn Street. Lordship Park Mews.
Barrett's Grove. Mason’s Court,

Boleyn Road. Mason’s Place.
Bouverie Road. Nevill Road (Tenements), etc.
Clonbrock Road. Oldfield Road.

Cowper Road. Queen Elizabeth's Walk.
Cressington Road. Rochester Place.

Eade Road. Salcombe Road.
Hawksley Road. Shakespeare Road.
Hayling Road. Spenser Road.

Hewling Street. Watson Street.

Howard Road. White Hart Court.

Lancell Street. Wordsworth Road,
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It will be seen that several of the Streets which were dealt
with in previous years under the Housing and Town Planning,
etc., Act are included in the above list, as it is found necessary to
make, at least, one annual inspection of this class of property.
486 inspections were made and 188 Notices were served. In a
number of houses it is found necessary to serve two Notices, one
on the owner for defects in sanitary fittings, etc., and one on
the occupier for dirty cisterns, yards, w.c., basins, etc., or for
keeping animals under such conditions as to be a nuisance.
Therefore, the proportion of Notices served to the number of
houses inspected cannot be taken as an indication of the proportion
of insanitary houses found.

SALE OF FOODS AND DRUGS ACTS, 1875-1901.

156 Samples of Food and Drugs were submitted to the Public
Analyst during the year. A table will be found on pages 152
to 155 showing the result of proceedings taken in respect of
adulterated samples.

SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS ACT.
BUTTER AND MARGARINE ACT.
BUTCHERS’, GREENGROCERS’, AND FISHMONGERS’
SHOPS, STALLS, Erc.

The following is a list of articles of food seized or surrendered
during the year :—

Tinned Food. No. of Tins. cwt. qrs. lbs.
R oo e T T e . 3 2 I 24
SEREROR e 308 R 2 3 o
MAMIE: " oiiniaiaain, A LU ) 5 0 20

934
Other Articles : —

O e S L ks ST Wk s T 17 o] 16
R s et 1 I 0
B DO it om e i 3 12
Sl e e I 4

TN e R S e 10









Sheveditch i, 38
Somthwark: .o 2
Greéenwieh .ot 1
St. Marylebone ............ 11
sy R O N 3
af. Pagieras ool I
1 Cogil 6o, 4
City of Westminster ...... 12

780

Outworkers' addresses received in error from other Boroughs,
ete., and forwarded to the proper destination : —

53 forwarded to Hackney.

5 2 »» Islington.
I e »s» Tottenham.
Total %o

NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE,
545 cases were notified during the year, and in every instance
an inspection of the infected premises was made; 74 intimation
notices were served for insanitary conditions found.

All the houses where the cases of infectious illness occurred
have been disinfected by the Department.  The bedding, clothing,
€ltc., were removed, steam disinfected, and returned in 444
instances. 354 patients were removed to Hospital.

It was found necessary to strip and cleanse 31 rooms after
removal or recovery of patients.

233 books which had been borrowed from the Public Library
were collected from infected houses, disinfected, and returned to
the Public Library,

No complaints were received of any damage to, or loss of

textile articles during the process of disinfection.

DRAINAGE PLANS AND APPLICATIONS.
27 drainage plans and applications were considered and
approved by your Committee,






A - AIST
BOROUGH OF

168

OF THE STREETS SITUATED IN THE
STOKE NEWINGTON.

(For the Guidance of Medical Practitioners, Midwives, &c.)

ADEN Grove
Aden Terrace

Adolphus Road
Allen Road
Allerton Road
Albion Road

o Grove
Alexandra Road
Alexandra Buildings
Amhurst Park (90-100 even

Nos. and 93)

Arthur Road
Ayrsome Road
Aldham Place

BARN Street
Barrett's Grove
Bethune Road (1 to 145)

, (2 to 108)
Blackstock Road (5 to 175)
Bouverie Road
Boleyn Road (94 to 192)
Brighton Road
Brodia Road
Broughton Road
Brownswood Park,
(Queen’s Rd. to Brownswood

Rd.) Green Lanes

Brownswood Road
Burma Road

CRDbSWA‘f (late Castle =t)
2 to 50) N. Side
Car _',rﬁl'::rrt Road
Chalmers Terrace
Chapel Place
Chesholm Road
Church Path
Road
o atreet
(Clonbrock Road
Clissold Road
Coronation Avenue

| L]

Cowper Road
Cressington Road

DEFDE Road
Digby Road

Dumont Road

Dynevor Road

]:.’ADE Road (2 to 66) and
1 to 27 Gdd Nos.
Edward's Lane

FAIRHOLT Road
Finsbury Park Road
Fleetwood Street

GAINSBDRO Road
Gloucester Road
Goldsmith Square
Gordon Road
Grange Court Road
Grazebrook Road
Grayling Road
Green Lanes
i . (from 2 to 348)
,. & ( 45 ,, 109a)
48 7l to 327)
Gune Lodge ‘1 ard

H AMILTON Place
Harcombe Road
Hawksley Road
Hayvling Road
Heathland Road
Henry Road
Hermitage Road 1to25a,2 to 14
Hewling Street
High Street (17-217)
Hornsey Place
Howard Road

I MPERIAL Avenue



KLRE:LEY Road
King's Road

Knehwnrth Road

Kynaston Road

+ Avenue

LANCELL Street

Laver's Road
Lavell Street
Leconfield Road (1-33)
Leonard Place
Lidfield Road
Lilian Street
Listria Park
Londesborough Road
Lordship Road

= Grove

. LBIE

= Terrace
Lurdshlp Park Mews

MANUR Road
Martaban Road

Marton Road
Mason’s Court

i Place
Matthias Road (2-122)
Millard Road
Milton Road
Mountgrove Road (2-98)

NEV]LL Road
Newington Green (33-42)

O LDFIELD Road
Osterley Road

PAGE']' Road
Painsthorpe Road

Palatine Road
Paradise Row
Park Crescent

5 Lane

s - Terrace

. Street
Pellerin Road
Petherton Road (106-138)
Portland Road
Prince George Road
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Princess Road
w  May Road

UEEN Elizabeth's Walk
Queens Road

REEDHDLM Villas
Rochester Place
Riversdale Road (92-104)

SAN DBROOK Road
Salcombe Road
Seven Sisters Road :—From
Blackstock Road to Amhurst
Park
Shakespeare Roa
Shelgrove Road
Shipway Terrace
Somerfield Road
Spenser Road
Springdale Road
St. Kilda's Road
St. Andrew’s Road
" Mews
o Pavement, S. Side
Selsea Place
Stamford Hill (1-39)
Stoke Newington Road (1-175)
Statham Grove
Summerhouse Road

TR UMAN'S Road

VICTURIA Grove
Victoria Grove West
Victoria Road

W?ALFHI{D IR oad
Warwickshire Road
Watson Street
White Hart Court
Wiesbaden Road
Wilberforce Road
Winston Road
Wordsworth Road
Woodland Road
Woodlea Road
Woodberry Down

2 Grove






