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CLEANSING AND DISINFECTING STATION.

Cleansing of infested persons and the disinfection of elothing are
important public health measures at all times—but in war it is
invariably found that more work of this kind has to be earried out.
The possibility of the introduction into this eountry of louse-horne
typhus, and the fact that scabies infestation had already reached
epidemic proportions, called urgently for extension of the provisions
for eleansing and disinfection.

All this work was previously done at the Depot, High Street,
Hornsey. Under the new arrangements only male persons are treated
at the old Cleansing Depot. Women and children are dealt with at a
new Cleansing Station close by the School Clinic at the rear of the
Town Hall. Disinfection of elothing is carried out by agreement with
the Finehley, Hornsey, Wood Green and Friern Barnet ﬁnt Hospital
Committee at the Isolation Hospital, Muswell Hill,

All these arrangements are working satisfactorily and assist the
staffs of the Public Health, Maternity and Child Welfare and School
Medieal Departments in combating head lice and improving the
general standard of cleanliness. Z'Enl%egal action has been taken under
the Scabies Order in 1943,

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.
(SEcTioxn F.)

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION.
The following are the numbers of children immunised during

1943 : —
¥ Under 5 years of age ik e
Over 5 years of age 584
E R L S R
VACCINATION.

The Public Vaccinators inform me that they performed vaccina-
tion of persons in the Borough during 1943 as follows:—

Dr. E. Buckler 288
Dr. R. Mackay 495
PREVENTION OF BLINDNESS.
(PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1925, SECTION 66.)

Two cases of ophthalmia neonatorum were notified, both cases
being nursed at home. :

There was no case of blindness resulting from this infection.

Casen ! 1
! Treated. | Visiea Vision Total |
B unimpaired. | impaired. | blindness. | Deaths.
o In hospital |
At home. | OF Bursing
home.
2 ! 2 0 | 2 1] i} 0
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Crivic SErvicEs Avainasre For Chinorey Uxper Five.

Infants and children under five in attendanece at the four Centres
" are eligible for all the various forms of treatment given to school
children at the Sechool Clinie, namely, the treatment of minor ail-
ments, defective vision and squint, ear, nose and throat troubles,
dental attention and orthopaedic treatment. In these matters there is
close co-operation between the Centres and the Clinie.

Expectant and Nursing Mothers receive dental treatment.

MATERNITY HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATION.

Expectant mothers attending the Ante-natal Clinics have a wide
choice in regard to attendance in child birth—they may book with
one of the Berough midwives who attend every session of Ante-natal
Cliniecs or engage a private midwife or doctor; or go to a private
maternity home; or arrange for admission to one of the Maternity Hos-
pitals of the Metropolis or to a Maternity Department of a General
Hospital in London. There is an increasing demand for confinement
away from home and there is a shortage of available maternity beds
for normal eases. The majority of hospital cases go to the North
Middlesex Hospital, which took 127 in 1941, 159 in 1942 and 170
in 1943. :

For some ten vears the Maternity and Child Welfare Committee
has endeavoured to secure suitable Maternity Home aceormmodation
in the Borough. Success came in 1943, when Miss Brain retired
from her work at the Alexandra Park Nursing Home and the Council
purchased this property for the purpose of a Municipal Maternity
Home.

The Alexandra Maternity Home is situated on a corner site of
about three-quarters of an acre at the crossing of Alexandra Park
Read and Muswell Avenue. It is eonveniently placed on a bus route
and is easily aceessible from all parts of the Borough. The present
buildings have accommodation for 22 beds and an isolation bed, and
the site has an unbuilt frontage of over 100 feet on Alexandra Park
Road. The Home is capable of extension to 40 or 60 or even 80 beds
in the future if the development of the Health Services ealled for a
larger maternity unit in this area.

Marerxiry Bep Ponicy,

The aequisition of a loeal Maternity Home is, in my opinion, the
most important step forward which the Maternity Commitiee has
taken for many vears. It anticipates two important Reports which
have appeared lately on the Maternity Serviees, namely—

1. The Report of the London Maternity Services (Voluntary
Organisations) Joint Committee November, 1943 (a Committee of
very experienced obstetricians practising in the London area).

2. Report on a ' National Maternity Serviee "’ by the Royal
College of Obstetricians and Gynacologists, May, 1944,

 TFor the last twelve years official policy in regard to Maternity
bed provision has heen based on the final report of the Departmentat
Conunittee on Maternal Mortality and Morbidity (1932),
This report recommended—
*“ (iv) That in the interests of economy, as well as to facilitate
specialist treatment of non-obstetrie conditions associated with

pregnancy and child-birth, new maternity aceormmodation should,
where practicable, be associated with general hospitals.”
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MATERNITY STATISTICS.

AXTE-NATAL, NaTan axp Post-Narar.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE WORK, 1943,

Centres.
Nature of Work. ;
No. 1. No. &. Ko. 8. T
Nomber of Children’s sezsions held 246 127 126 7 E7E
| ante-natal eessions held 150 G0 A0 28 282
MNumber of individual Mothers sean
by Doctor :—
Ante-natal, New cases ... 408 208 188 69 873
i 0ld cages 1,429 719 587 258 2,988
Post-natal, New cases 97 54 47 82 | =
N Old cases ... 19 el 14 18 59
1,958 938 Hab 284d | 4,121
Total attendances of Mothers 2,897 1,030 028 aTo 5,234
Number of babies atlending Centres
for first time ;: Under 1 year ... 526 572 226 126 1,450
1 B8 yeara ... .75 150 38 17 280
i—b6 L 28 [ 22 19 ] T6
Number of individual babies on |
Centre registers at end of 1943 ... 1,445 | 720 542 266 i 2478
Babies seen by Doctor .. .. | 4,561 | 2,645 869 g41 | 8,616
Attendances of babies at marimal |
gonsultations 5,851 6,870 1,299 560 | 14,679
Total attendances of babies at [
Centres : Under 1 year 0,493 5.002 2,677 1,907 19,079
1—8 years ... s 4,139 1,775 Ta0 244 6,917
a—b . G54 803 164 &0 1,181
Refarred to own private doctors ... 23 16 11 32 | - B2
Referred to hospituls 100 | 22 89 T R
o First | Total| First | Total| First| Total| First | Total | Sinsy Tontl
Visits paid by nurses:— visits | visits | vigits | vieits | visits | visits| Visits| Visita | vicits | visits
o expectant mothers 83| 158 TT| 68| a3 69 | =232 469
To infants under one vear ... 603 | 2,218| 208 | B938| 275 179 | 306 (1,260 3,824
To children aged 1-5 years ... a4 E.'?Bﬂ_ 93| 809 'I 46 | 17T 132 | 254 | 3,782
Total visibe .o o we i | TBD | 5160 861 820| 876 11,589 229 _Er?_| 1,746 | 8,025
CHILD LIFE PROTECTION— ' sy [ b e T I'm_
Visits paid to Foster Children 7| 118} o R | B & B0 | 29 ??El
RECORD OF WORK OF MUNICIPAL MIDWIVES, 1843,
Miss Miss Miss | Mrs. Mrs. Miss Tatal
Andrews Hughes Matthews | Thompson | Jamison Jones .
Confinements attended ... 164 108 1049 f1 — 21 484
Ante-nainl Clinics attended T4 L] 45 S0 - 29 267
do. vigits i x tag 283 292 | 184 o a1 1,438
Post-natal visits ... i 1,859 1,453 1,489 | 024 1,647 275 T,047 o
i
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To the Chairman and Members of the
HORNSEY EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEE.

Mg, CHairMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit my Annual Report on the work of
the School Medieal Service for the yvear ending December 31st, 1943,

Routine medieal inspection of four age groups of children has
been carried out in all departments of the elementary schools. The
full range of elinie treatment of minor ailments, medieal consultations,
eye, ear, nose and throat, orthopedic and dental sessions have been
maintained and there has been added in 1944 an *‘ orthoptie scheme,"”
that is, arrangements for the treatment of squint and associated
defects of vision and of muscle balance of the eyes.

The work is sumumarised in the statistical tables at the end of
this report, figures which represent a very high standard of health
and hygiene in the elementary school population. For example:

NUTRITION.

There is no such thing as malnutrition amongst the children
to-day. The rare case here and there of a child with ' slightly sub-
normal nutrition ' is explained on physiological grounds beeause it
must be recognised that there are oceasional children who, in spite of
good food, rest and every ecare, fail to achieve a reasonable standard
of nutrition. Malnutrition from lack of food has been abolished by
rationing, ample school milk supplies in the morning and afternoon
and excellent school dinners.

CLEANLINESS.

The number of individual children found ‘‘ unclean '’ (and this
means the discovery of even one or two nits in the hair) was 289 in
20,461 inspections made by the sechool nurses in the course of the
vear. These inspections are made without previous notice. Less than
4 per cent. of uncleanliness is the lowest ever recorded and has been
achieved by the persistent endeavours of the teaching staffs aided bv
the nurses to secure personal cleanliness amongst the children.

DExTAL STATE.

The neglected mouth so eommonly seen at medical and dental
inspeetion ten or more years ago is becoming rarer. Parents are taking
a more intelligent interest in this important factor in health—and the
result is a rising proportion of children who accept continuous dental
atten:::iun during school life and leave school with sound and clean
mouths.

It is the duty of the School Medical Service to keep up a con-
tinuous survey of the school population from every angle affecting
their physical and mental health—a duty in which it has the close
co-operation of the parents and teachers. In this survey there is
~ evidence of a definite upward trend which has been accelerated during
the war, so that to-day, after five vears of war, the findings of medieal
inspection are more favourable in all the important respeets than in
pre-war davs.

These findings were fully confirmed by the results of medieal
inspection for evacuation from *‘ flying bombs " in 1944, when about
half the elementary school population eame under review.

1 have the honour to be, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

R. P. GARROW,
School Medical Officer.



























