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the abatement of nuisances arising from the foul condition of the
drainage of four houses, and upon the magistrate’s order the
drains of each of the four houses in question were entirely re-
constructed.

THE SLAUGHTER HOUSES AND COW HOUSES IN
ISLINGTON IN 1877-8.

At the Annual Licensing of 1877 there were g2 applications for
the renewal of licences to slaughter houses, and 67 applications for
licences to cow houses. The latter included one fresh application in
respect to premises not previously licensed. This was opposed by
the Vestry on the ground of the entire unsuitableness of the place,
and the application was refused. The renewal of a licence was also
refused in the case of a cowkeeper who had manifested during the
year a great degree of negligence in the management of his
premises, especially as regards the want of cleanliness, and which
had provoked complaint and opposition from the neighbours.

Licences were therefore granted in respect to g2 slaughter
houses and 65 cow houses,

The Justices having notified their intentions to fix at this
licensing the number of cows they would allow to be kept upon each
of the premises licensed, measurements of the sheds were taken by
your officers and furnished to the magistrates, who adopted 800
cubic feet as the capacity they would in future require for each cow.

This requirement has, since the licensing, caused considerable
alterations to be made by some of the cow-keepers, so as to enlarge
their premises with a view to obtaining the sanction of the Magis-
trates to an increased number of cows being kept.

As, however, this year was rather regarded by the Justices as
one of transition, during which they would allow the Cow-keepers
an opportunity of gradually reducing any excess there might be in
the number of their cows, it will be better that I should postpone,
for a time, any remarks I may have to make with referenee to this
new regulation and its consequences.

At the ensuing licensing during this present year (1878), the
number of cows allowed is to be fixed absolutely and upon the
careful observance of the condition thus imposed, together with a
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by the labours of those who devote their whole time to these
matters. The authorities of the Local Government Board should
remember that these reports are not issued for the satisfaction
of the inspectors who make the investigations on which the
report is based; they are not issued to swell that long line of
blue books, by which authorities would seemingly wish us to
measure their energies; they are not issued for the purpose of
conveying information to a chosen few who live within the charmed
circle of Whitehall : much alone, they are certainly not ordered and
paid for by the public, so that a few speculative booksellers, by
procuring and keeping back a certain number of copies, may make
exorbitant profits. They are issued, if I mistake not, for the good
of the people, and for imparting information to those to whom the
health of the people is entrusted. Letthese reports be issued by all
means, Let no money be spared in collecting the information or in
printing it when collected ; but having done this, let a large number
of copies be printed and circulated far and wide (for the difference
of printing 10,000 over 1,000 copies is simply the question of paper),
so that the public generally may be benefitted by the work. This
system of hoarding up information has been going on too long. I
feel that, as a health officer, it is time to speak plainly. I therefore
venture, after due consideration, to say that the course adopted at
the present time in these matters by the Local Government Board
is, in my opinion, most unfair to medical officers of health generally,
and calculated to interfere with, or at any rate in no way to
assist the progress of sanitary science.

To you, gentlemen, I must express my sincere thanks for the
kind consideration you have at all times given to any suggestions I
have had to offer, whilst the cordial co-operation of the Sanitary
Committee is a matter for which I return them my sincere thanks.
Our work to be successful should be quiet and noiseless. We prefer
not to have a trumpet blown before us on our sanitary inspections.
The parish neither see nor know the work of your Sanitary Committee
or of your sanitary officers. We issue no flaming bills. We
publish our names as seldom as possible; indeed, the more we can
keep them in the background the better for our work. We know
that *“in quietness must be our strength.” We desire no police
court advertisement, We prefer to convince rather than to summons.









































































































