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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

Area (acres)

Population (Registrar General’ Eat:mate Imd -year, 195?]

Number of inhabited houses (Census, 1951) ..
Rateable Value (at 1st April, 1957) ...

2,502-7
95,930
27,349

... £19,891,026

Total, Males. Females.

BirTHS.
Live Births (registered)—
Tagtibingbe o o B 949
Illegitimate 107

1,056

Birth rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident population
(Rate for England and Wales, 16-1)

Number of stillbirths (males, 16, females, 10) ...
Rate of stillbirths per 1,000 (live and still) births

DeaTns.
Net deaths (males, 497; females, 428) .

E

515

Death-rate per 1,000 of the estimated remdent populatmn

(Rate for England and Wales, 11-5)
Deaths from puerperal causes :
Rate per 1,000 total (live and stlﬂ] hu-t.hs
Deaths of infants under 1 year (males, 14; females, 9)
Death-rate of infants under 1 year—
All infants per 1,000 live births ;
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate hve b:rtha
Tllegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births
Deaths (all ages) from measles ...
whooping cough 4
gastritis, diarrhoea and enteritis
cancer

LR

i ] ¥?

LR L |

11-01

26
24-03

925
9-64

-92
23

21-78
16-85
6542
Nil
Nil

204



11

PErINATAL MORTALITY.

Perinatal Mortality (stillbirths plus deaths in first week of hfe
per 1,000 total births) .. N £ e 39-T4

This figure is given fm' the ﬁ.rst- tlme in thia repurt although it has
been in use by the Registrar General for many years,

The majority of infant deaths now oceur in the first week of life
and most of these deaths are due to factors operating during pregnancy
and birth. These are also the factors which tend to cause still-birth.
The Perinatal Mortality, which is the number of still-births plus the
number of deaths in the first week ot life per 1,000 total births, is therefore
an index of the total mortality due to factors arising before and during
birth.

IxFanT MORTALITY.

Cause of Death. Total. Legitimate. Illegitimate.
Pneumonia ... 1 1 —
(Grastritis, Enteritis an-:t Dmrrhuaa 3 2 1
Congenital Malformations ... 1 1 —
*Other Defined and Ill-Defined

Diseases ... o 16 10 6
Accidents (other than motor vehmles} 2 2 -
23 16 7

- — - ——

* This i1s the Registrar-General's classification; but such conditions
as prematurity, birth injuries and other fatal conditions relating to the
process of birth are included under this heading.

The figures given above show that the infant mortality rate is composed
of a rate of 168 for legitimate infants and 65-4 for illegitimate infants.
The latter is unusually high and a further analysis has been made as
below:—

Upto 1l week | Over 1 week | Over 1 mth. "Total
up to 1 mth., up to 1 yr.

No. | Rate | No. | Rate | No. | Rate | No. | Rate

=1

Illegitimate ..., 6 | 56-07 | 1 9-3 - -~ 654

]

Legitimate ...| 11 | 11-5 2 2-1 3 3 16 | 16-8
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It will be seen that the excess mortality among illegitimate infants
oceurred mostly in the first week of life. In two cases the absence of
professional attendance at delivery probably contributed towards death,
but exclusion of these from the figures does not materially alter the
result. The deaths in the first week of life were due partly, or entirely,
to prematurity or birth injuries, except for one legitimate infant who died
as a result of an umbilical infection.

This suggests that the high infant mortality rate for illegitimate
infants was due largely to ante-natal influences.

InvECTIOUS DISEASE.

The undermentioned conditions are compulsorily notifiable in
Westminster:— -

Diseases. Authority for Notification,

Anthrax ... ... L.C.C. Order dated 28.3.1909 and Public
Health (London) Act, 1936—Section 305.

Cholera ... ... Public Health (London) Act, 1936—Sections
192 and 304.

Diphtheria Do.

Dysentery .. ... Public Health (Infectious Diseases) Regula-
tions, 1953.

Encephalitis, Acute ... Public Health (Acute Poliomyelitis, Acute

Encephalitis and Meningococcal Infection)
Regulations, 1949,

Enteric Fever (including Public Health (London) Act, 1936—Sections

Paratyphoid) 192 and 304.
Erysipelas Do.
Food Poisoning ... ... Food and Drugs Act, 1955—Section 26.
Glanders oo w. L.C.C. Order dated 23.3.1909 and Public
Health (London) Act, 1936—Section 305,
Hydrophobia ... i Do.

Leprosy*... ... ... Public Health (Leprosy) Regulations, 1951.
Malaria ... ... Public Health (Infectious Diseases) Regula-
tions, 1953.

Measles ... ... County of London (Measles and Whooping
Cough) Regulations, 1938 to 1948,

Membranous Croup ... Public Health (London) Act, 1936—Sections
192 and 304.

* Notifiable to the Chief Medical Officer, Ministry of Health.
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Diseases. Authority for Notification.

Meningocoeecal Infection L.C.C. Order dated 27.2.1912 and Public
Health (Acute Poliomyelitis, Acute Ence-
phalitis and Meningococcal Infection) Regu-
lations, 1949.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum$ L.C.C. Order dated 2.11.1910 and Publm
Health (Ophthalmia Neonatorum) Regula-
tions, 1926 to 1937.

Plague ... ... ... Local Government Board Order, 1900.

Pneumonia (Primary and Public Health (Infectious Diseases) Regula-
Influenzal) tions, 1953.

Poliomyelitis, Acute ... L.C.C. Order dated 27.2.1912 and Public

Health (Acute Poliomyelitis, Acute Ence-
phalitis and Meningococcal Infection) Regu-

lations, 1949,

Puerperal Pyrexia ... Puerperal Pyrexia Regulations, 1951.
Relapsing Fever ... Public Health (London) Act, lgﬁﬁ—ﬂmtmns
192 and 304.

Scabies ... ... County of London (Scabies) Reglﬂﬂ.tlﬂnﬂ, 1943-
Scarlet Fever ... ... Public Health (London) Act, 1936—Sections
192 and 304.

Smallpox Do.

Tuberculosis ... Pul?% Health (Tuberculosis) Regulations,

Typhoid Fever (including Public Health (London) Aet, 1936—Sections
Paratyphoid) 192 and 304.

Typhus Fever ... ... Do.

Whooping Cough ... County of London (Measles and Whooping

Cough) Regulations, 1938 to 1948.

For each of the above a fee of 25. 6d. is payable by the Local Authority
to the medical practitioner if the case occurs in his private practice, or 1s.
if the case occurs in his practice as medical officer of a public body or
institution.

+ Notifiable to the County Medical Officer of Health for London,
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Notifica- Renwmi Diagnosis  Diagnosis

Disease. tions. not Con-  Estab-
Hoapﬂai firmed. lished.

Dysentery 12 6 — 12
Encephalitis ... ... 1 Sk —
Erysipelas : 1 — —
Food Poisoning ... v 25 8 1 24
Malaria (origin a.hrmd] 1 1 — 1
Measles ... 552 27 - Hh2
Paratyphoid ... . 2 2 — 2
Pneumonia—

Acute Primary s 6 1 — 6

Infloensal ... .. 5 e d — b
Poliomyelitis—

Paralytic ... & 4 1 B

Non-Paralytic —
Puerperal Pyrexia i 40 40 - 40
Scabies ... 22 — — 22
Scarlet Fever ... 15 3 2 13
Whooping Cough ... 63 3 1 62

SMALLPOX.

No case of smallpox occurred in the City during 1957. There were as
usual numerous cases of persons who had been in contact with smallpox—
in most cases outside this country. The necessary preventive measures
were taken.

INFLUENZA.

Influenza was epidemic during September and October. The illness
is not notifiable, but from conversations with general practitioners and
other medical officers in the City it is apparent that the infection began
among school children, spreading to the adult population after about two
weeks, About 30 per cent. of the population appear to have been affected.

In most cases the illness was mild; only 5 cases of confirmed influenzal
pneumonia were notified. Seven deaths were registered as being caused
by influenza. One was that of a young woman, aged 20 years, who died
suddenly of influenzal pneumonia after an illness of four days. The
other deaths were of persons aged more than 45 years.
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PararyrrOID FEVER.

Two cases of paratyphoid fever were notified. Both were hospital
nurses, but were not connected with each other. In neither case was the
origin of the infection satisfactorily determined but in one case it was
thought that the illness was caused by a recrudescence of a chronic
infection acquired many years previously.

As a result of information from the Ministry of Health it was discovered
that eleven cases of paratyphoid fever notified in other parts of the country
could be traced to a restaurant within the City. During the investigation
a paratyphoid carrier was discovered among the kitchen staif.

INTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATES OF VACCINATION AND INocuLATION.

Arrangements continued during the year for the authentication by
the Medical Officer of Health of International Certificates of Vaccination
and Inoculation completed by medical practitioners in Westminster.
These certificates are required by passengers proceeding abroad from
this country and the purpose of the authentication is to provide proof
to those health authorities abroad who desire it that the signature of the
person issuing the certificate is that of a registered medical practitioner.
4,084 certificates were authenticated during the year.

The Medical Officer of Health also issues, on request and in appropriate
circumstances, certificates to the effect that no cases of smallpox have
occurred in the district during the preceding two weeks. These certifi-
cates are sought by persons proceeding to the United States of America
who do not wish to submit to vaccination. It is understood that the
United States immigration authorities reserve the right to place such
persons under surveillance notwithstanding the production of such a
certificate.

(7358) Ab
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DEaTtns, 1957,
Causes of Death in the City at Different Periods of Life.
Years
Causes of Deaths. Sex. Al 0- 1- b
Ages.
All Causes ... IOPENRE KOs | o - U 4§ —
F. 428 9% — 1
Grand Totals 925 23 4 1
Tuberculosis, Respiratory ... M. 12, — — —
¥ = =
Tuberculosis, Other | S il SR AT
F. 38 — — 1
Syphilitic Disease . . M 6 — — —
F- — —_— — _—
Diphtheria ... g | S TR S Py
* hgr it TUR L S
Whooping Cough .M - - = -
F, — — —
Meningococcal Infections ... M. — — —
B
Acute Poliomyelitis g 25 i
Measles : M*_ ESn A
;S SE  o E
Other Infective and Parasitic M. 1 — 1
Diseases P A — = e
Malignant Neoplasm, | R S S
Stomach F. 9 — —-
Malignant Neoplasm, M. 52 — —
Lung, Bronchus F. 19 — =
Malignant Neoplasm, M — =
Breast F 21 — -
Malignant Neoplasm, = =
Uterus F. 8 — =
Other Malignant and M. 44 —
Lymphatic Neoplasms F. 4
Leukaemia, Aleukaemia M 4 — — —
B et e s
Diabetes . M - —
F. 7T — —
Vascular Lesions of Nervous M. 43 — —
System F. ¢4 —
Coronary Disease, Angina ... IaF; 118 — — —
. 66 — — —

e | | || ] meom| | =] |
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Causes of Death in the City at Different Periods of Life—continued.
Years of Age.

Causes of Deaths.

Hypertension, with Heart
Disease
Other Heart Disease

Other Circulatory Disease ...
Influenza

Pneumonia ...

Bronchitis

Other Diseases of Respira-
tory System

Uleer of Stomach and
Duodenum

(Gastritis, Enteritis and
Diarrhoea

Nephritis and Nephrosis

Hyperplasia of Prostate

Pregnancy, Childbirth,
Abortion

Congenital Malformations ...

Other Defined and Ill-
Defined Diseases

Motor Vehicle Accidents ...

All other Accidents

Suicide

Homicide and Operations of
War

(7368)
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BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION.

: (C. Diphtheriae ... ... Nil
Naésal Eﬂda}]hm“’t] Haemolytic Streptococei 6
wabs (80) - Iﬂtaphylumwus Aureus 6

"The organisms of Shjge]la Sonnei were pre.a-ent
in 4 cases, and those of Salmonella Typhi-
murium in 16 cases. Staphylococeus Aureus
was isolated in 5 instances. Heat resistant
(1. Welchii was isolated in 3 instances.

Faeces {155)
Rectal Swab (1) 1

- Positive ... 25
Tubcosioes (ﬂllj{ﬁegativa AT e TR
Urine (37) ...  No pathogenic organisms found.

Vaginal Swab (1) = Negative.
Hand Swabs (14)  Staphylococeus Aureus isolated in 6 cases.

Vomit () ... Staphylococcus Aureus isolated in 2 cases.
Unspecified Swab :
10 1 R .... Negative,
Material for sus-
“pected Smallpox
(1) - .. ... Negative.
TUBERCULOSIS.
New Cases. Deaths.
Age Periods. Pulmonary. ~ Non-  Pulmonary.  Non-
Pulmonary Pulmonary.
M. F M F M ¥ M T
Under 1 year ... B T T T
1to 5 years ... ] — — = = e =
BtolBveas ... .. — — 1 =5 — — — 1
15 to 25 years ... i e Al 4R 2. B = e
tod5years ... .. 43 29 — 3 — 3 — —
45 to 65 years ... o . s SRR G S U 1
65 to T years ... 9 1 1 — 4 1 1 =
756 and over . ... B — — 1 4 — — 1
0T 80 & % BB 1. 8
New Cases.
Source of Information. Pulmonary. ~ Non-Pulmonary.
M. F. M. F.
Primary notifications AR O 32 1 7
Transfers from other areas ... i e 16 2 1
Non-notified deaths ... ... ... b 2 1 1
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Mass X-Ray SERVICE.

During 1957 mobile units of the South West London Mass X-Ray
Service made 20 visits to the City of Westminster to provide chest X-ray
facilities for the staffs of firms, and the staffs and students of four Univer-
gity Colleges and Training Colleges. The total numbers X-rayed were
15,277, and as a result of these visits 3D 'casés were referred to chest
clinics with radiologically significant lesions requiring further investigation.

From 4th March to 17th April a Mass X-Ray Unit was installed in the
New Gallery Centre, 123, Regent Street, W.1, where 10,576 people, from
firms and organisations in the W.1 area, were X-rayed: and 33 of these
were referred to chest clinies.

From 26th April to 10th May a Unit was matallad in Shell-Mex
House; and employees of Shell-Mex and B.P. Ltd. and other firms in
the W.C.2 area were X- -rayed. From a total of 2,877 X-ra.yed 17 were
referred to chest clinics.

From 3rd June to Hth July a Unit. was installed at t-ha Bua.rd of
Trade; and 7,851 employees of Ministries and Government, Departments
were X-myed, as a result of which 27 were referred to chest clinies.

A mobile Mass X-Ray Unit has continued to visit the Westminster
Chest Clinic at 1, Ebury Bridge Road every Friday to provide.a service
for doctors’ patients, contacts, special groups, employees of firms in
the 8.W.1 area and members of the public. 9,466 were examined, of
whom 3,422 were doctors’ patients. This has resulted in 93 cases being
referred to chest elinics. :

WeLFARE oF OLD PERsONS,
Westminster Old People’s Welfare Association. :

This voluntary Association, whose members include representatives
of various bodies interested in the welfare of old people, continued its
activities in the City during the year. These activities include the
organisation in various parts of the City of Darby and Joan Clubs, where
light refreshments and recreation are provided; arranging holidays at
seaside resorts, summer outings, Christmas parties, and other entertain-
ments. Special outings and parties were organised during the year for
handicapped old people, who by reason of their infirmities had not beén
outside their homes for long periods. The distribution of gift parcels
at Christmas time was a.rranged and also the visiting by voluntary
helpers of the ailing and lonely in their homes. The Association also
provides a chiropody service for the elderly. Treatment can be obtained
at two clinics in the City, or at home. The charge is 2s. 6d. per treat-
ment; the balance of cost, which varies from 3s. Gd. to 6s. per treatment,
is borne by the Association.

The City Council, under powers muferre-r] by the National Aﬁsmtanﬁa
Act, 1948, make an annual contribution to the funds of the Association.
The Association during the year agreed to a proposal by the Council
to recruit on their staff a welfare worker with the appropriate qualifica-
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tions, whose duties would include case-work with individual old people
and the co-ordination of services provided by the various statutory
authorities for the welfare of old people; duties which were formerly
carried out by a Public Health Inspector on the City Council’s staff.
The Council reimburses the Association annually the salary and expenses
of the appointment, with the consent of the Minister of Housing and
Local Government, under Section 136 of the Local Government Act,
1948,

British Red Cross Society—Mobile Meals Service,

The Westminster Division of the British Red Cross Society has
continued the service which it established in the City in 1945 for the
delivery to their homes of hot mid-day meals to aged people who are
unable themselves to prepare meals at home.

The service is operated with two vans provided by the City Council
and loaned to the Society. The Council also makes an annual grant to
the Society of 75 per cent. of the running costs of the vans.

The meals are obtained from a firm of caterers, and are placed in
individual containers and kept in heated chambers on the vans until
delivered at the homes of the old people. The meals cost 1s. 6d. each.
and consist of meat, two vegetables and a sweet, or lighter diets for those
requiring them. The old people pay 8d. for the meal and the London
County Council bear the difference of 10d.

Some 14,311 meals were delivered by this service during the year,
with the assistance of the Society’s voluntary workers. This invaluable
help is very much appreciated by all concerned.

Luncheon Club for Aged Persons.

The Society, in March, 1957, opened a luncheon club for the elderly
in accommodation on one of the Council’s Housing Estates. The Club,
which operates on two days each week, has proved a convenient centre
where aged persons who are not housebound can have a hot meal at a
modest price, and enjoy the company of others. The meals are purchased
by the Society from the caterers who supply the meals for the mobile
service, and are conveyed in insulated containers to the club, where
they are served out by voluntary workers.

The meals cost 1s. 6d. each and the old people pay 8d. and the London
County Council pay the balance of 10d. per meal.
The Club attracts between 30 and 40 people each day.

The City Council make a grant to the Society of 75 per cent. of the
cost of running the club as well as bearing the cost of equipment.

Aged Persons in Need of Care and Attention.

Under the provisions of the National Assistance Acts, a Medical
Officer of Health is empowered to apply to the Courts for an order for
the compulsory removal to a hospital or other suitable place, of persons
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who are suffering from grave chromic disease or, being aged, infirm or
physically incapacitated, are living in insanitary conditions and unable
to devote to themselves, and are not receiving from others, proper care
and attention. It was not found necessary to use these powers during
the year.

Aged and Infirm Persons.
Number of aged and infirm persons visited by the Council’s

officers during the year , .. 149
Total number of inspections made with regard t-u thesﬂ ... 604
Primary " ber o 10T
Re-inspections 497

Cases of aged and infirm persons hmught to the. notice uf
the Medical Officer of Health during 1957 i s wradirs 108

In dealing with these cases, the co-operation of the We.stammst.er Old
People’s Welfare Association, the London County Council’s Home Help
Service, both of which are accommodated in the Public Health Depart-
ment, and the ““ Meals on Wheels”” Service of the British Red Cross
Society has been of great value.

Mobile Library Service.

The City Council provides a library service for the aged, and books
are issued to them at Darby and Joan Clubs. For those who are unable
to leave their homes, delivery is made there.

Bathing Facilities.
The City Council has made available to old age pensioners facilities
whereby they can have hot baths at the Council’s public baths at reduced

charges.

Cleansing of Bed Linen of Elderly and Infirm.
Facilities have also been made available by the Council for the cleansing

of bed linen of elderly and infirm people when it has become fouled and
unwholesome.

SLAUGHTER oF ANIMALS Act, 1933—SLAUGHTERMAN'S LICENCES.

The Council during the year granted Slaughterman’s licences to 13
men who had been accepted by the Royal Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals to act as their inspectors in different parts of the
country.

These licences are required to be held by the pupils while undergoing
training in humane slaughtering as part of the course for appointment as

inspectors of the R.S.P.C.A.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES.
Duties performed by the Public Health Inspectors.

The following statistics show the work of the Public Health Inspectors
during the year:—

DweLLixe Houses.
Analysis of Inspections:—

Complaints ... i : Gt o
House to House (by H.nuﬂmg Inapectrnra} 7
Routine iy 1 B0
Tnduotions DHBORRE : oa. - i i oo g 0 ST L R
Underground Rooms e O o 432
Other parts unfit for habitation ... 13
Housing Applications ... AT S
Applications for Loans and Gmnta Sl R e G
Drainage ... ... 1,186
Rodent Control B e e B -
Miscellaneous wnn |l

4,152

Included in the above totals are:—

Requisitioned properties ... ... ... Gl e
Houses let in lodgings . B06
Council properties ... ... R o S ) CRE
Aged and Infirm ... P {1 ]
Common Lodging Houses ... 8

7,583 re-inspections were made following the above inspections.

Notices Served.

Public Health (London) Act, 1936 L
London County Council (Drainage) Byelaws, 1934 9
London County Council (Water Closet) Byelaws, 1930 ... 12
London County Council (General Powers) Act, 1955 ... 3]
Prevention of Damage by Pests Act; 1949 6

177

Statutory Notices ... 6
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Nuisances, defective and unsatisfactory conditions found:-—

Defective and dirty internally ... ... ... ... 4
Damp ... 74
Defective drainage ... ... 30
Defective roofs 39
Defective area paving, ete.... ... . .. .. .. 1
Water Closets:—

Insufficient ventilation and light 1

Defective or dirty 16
Water Supply:—

Cisterns dirty 1
Smells H9
Rubbish 46
Animals 2
Other Nuisances (insects, flies, daad plgmna} gbe.* " L. 13
Want of ventilation b
Verminous 6
Cockroaches ... H
Overcrowding 8

HousiNng STATISTICS.

1. Inspection of Dwelling-houses during the year.
(1) (@) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for housing
defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts) oo 4,162

() Number of inspections made for the purpose ... ... 11,735

(2) (@) Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub-head (1)
above) which were inspected and recorded under the

Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925 e - 40
(b)) Number of inspections made for the i;lurpose e e 1,688

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state so dangerous
or injurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation ... 2

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those referred to
under the preceding sub-heading) found not to be in.all
respects reasonably fit for human habitation ... 171

2. Remedy of defects during the year without Service of fﬂﬂml

Notices.

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in consequence
of informal action by the Local Authority or their officers ... 79
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3. Action under Statutory Powers during the year.
A.—Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 12 of the Housing Act,
1957.

(1) Nmnher of dwelling-houses in reﬂpect ot which notices were
rved requiring repairs ... Nil

(2) Humher of dwelling-houses which were rendered ﬁt nﬂ:er

service of formal notices:—

(a) By owners ... : TOR . |
(b) By Local Authunt.y in default- of OWIETS . . Nil

B.—Proceedings under Public Health Acts.

(1) Number of dwel].mg houses in respect of which notices were
served requiring defects to be remedied .. 171

(2) Number of dwealling-houses in which d.efect.s were remedled
after service of formal notices:—

(a) By owners ... R TSy
(b) By Local Authnnt}v in def&u!t uf OWners . 1

C.—Proceedings under Sections 16 and 23 of the Housing Act,
1957.

(1) Number of dwelling-houses represented for demolition ...  Nil
(2) Number of dwelling-houses in re.apect of which Demolition
Orders were made .. 3 Nil
(3) Number of dwelling- hnuaes demulmhﬁd in pu.rsuanue nf
Demolition Orders .. Nil
(4) Number of uamellatmna of Undcrl;akmgs in lleu of
Demolition Orders (houses demolished) .. 2

(5) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of whmh Closing
Orders were made [Local Government [MIE{: Prov. ] Act,
1953) Nil

D.—Proceedings under Section 18 of the Housing Act, 1957.

(1) Number of separate tenements or undergound rooms in
respect of which Closing Orders were made o o 3
(8 rooms)

(2) Number of separate terements or underground rooms in
respect of which Closing Orders were determined, the
tenement or room having been rendered fit ... ... 7

(19 rooms)

4. Parts of buildings unfit for husnan habitation.

A.—Formal action in respect of parts of buildings unfit for
human habitation.
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(1) (@) Number of basements represented for closure ..

2
(D rooms)

(b) Number of Closing Orders made in re.spect- of under-
ground rooms ... . Eh : J
[B TOOIS)

(¢) Number of Undertakings accepted in lieu of Closing
Orders in respect of underground rooms Nil

(2) (2) Number of other parta of buildings represanted fur
* clomre ..o Nil

(b) Number of Cloﬂmg ’Drderu m&de in reapect -Df nther
parts of buildings .. Nil
(3) Number of specifications submitted and appruv'ed : 6

(4) (@) Number of Closing Orders determined in respact of
underground rooms - ; g 7
{19 TOOImSs)

(b) Number of Closing Orders determined in reapect of
other parts of buildings 2. . 3 Nil

(5) () Number of apphcatmns made for mud.lﬁcatlun ﬂf
Closing Orders to permit approved use 13
(34 rooms)
(0) Number of applications approved 6
(16 rooms)

(6) Number of cancellations of Glﬂﬁing Orders {huusﬁa de-
molished) 3 2

B.—Informal action in respect {:f pa.rt-s of hu:l{lmgﬁ unﬁt fur
human habitation.

(1) Number of instances of informal action initiated to secure
requirements of the Housing Acts and Regulations made
thereunder:—

(a) in respect of underground rooms ... 58
(b) in respect of other parts of buildings : 15

(2) Number of instances of informal action ncluded in (ﬂ-)

and (b) above:—
(a) on the initiative of the owner 38
(b) at the suggestion of the Medical Officer t:.-f Health 30
C.—Contraventions of Closing Orders.
(1) Number of contraventions of Closing Orders reported Nil
(2) Number of legal proceedings instituted & Nil
5. Housing Aet, 1957—Part 1V—Overcrowding.
(1) Number of new cases of overcrowding reported during the
year ... 8
(2) Number of cases of overcrowding relieved during the year ... 14
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Hovsme Act, 1957.

This Act, which came into operation on the 1st September, 1957,
repeals and re-enacts in consolidated form the provisions of the earlier
Housing Acts, with the exception of certain financial provisions.

The Housing Act, 1957, is divided into eight parts which follow
generally the arrangement of the Act of 1936 with the necessary modifica-
tion and expansion. Those of principal concern to the Public Health
Department are Parts II, III and IV dealing with the provisions for
securing the repair, maintenance and sanitary condition of houses,
clearance and redevelopment, and abatement of overcrowding respectively.

Section 4 of Part IT re-enacts the definition of the standard of fitness
introduced by the Housing Repmra and Re;nt& Act, 1954, which listed
the several matters to be taken into account in determining whether a
house is unfit, and replaced the somewhat uncertain definition contained in
the principal Act of 1936, now largely repealed.

This definition is of prime importance in relation to all proceedings
under Parts II and III mentioned above and, therefore, in relation to
the repair, demolition and closure of unfit properties, as well as activities
directed towards clearance and redevelopment of areas of unfit properties.

In view of the very considerable number of closing orders that have
beén made in respect of basement rooms in the City, under the provisions
of the Housing Acts 1930 and 1936, attention should perhaps be drawn
to the comprehensive saving provision of Section 191 of the 1957 Aect,
which secures continuity of action by enacting, inter alia, that anything
done under a repealed enactment shall have effect as if done under the
corresponding provision of the new Act.

Rext Act, 1957—CERTIFICATES OF DISREPAIR.

The first application for a certificate of disrepair was made on the
14th September, by which time the Rent Act, 1957, had heen operating
for two months. This Act repealed the provisions of the Housing
Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, regarding these certificates. It enacted a
new procedure for a tenant under a controlled tenancy who desires to
resist an increase in rent on the grounds of the existence of defects.
These he must specify, in a notice served by him on the landlord.

If, after the expiration of six weeks from the date of service of such
notice, any of the defects remain unremedied, and the landlord has not
given an undertaking to remedy those defects, the tenant may apply
to the local autlmnty for a certificate of disrepair.
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By the end of the year the position was as follows:—
Part I Applications for Certificates of Disrepair.

(1) Number of applications for certificates ... ... ... 6
(2) Number of decisions not to issue certificates P L
(3) Number of deecisions to issue certificates:—

(@) in respect of some but not all defects cas D0

(b) in respect of all defects e —
(4) Number of undertakings given by iandlnrds sas —
(5) Hux_nher of certificates issued

b3

Part 11-—Applications for Cancellation of Certificates on completion
of work required.
(6) Applications by landlords for cancellation of certificates ... 1
(7) Objection by tenants to cancellation of certificates. .. =

(8) Number of certificates cancelled ... ... ... . %=

* Work completed by landlord before expiry of time limit.
## Three further applications under examination at the end of the year.

##% Notice of proposal to cancel certificate served by City Council on
tenant. Time limit (three weeks) not expired at end of the year.

Laxp CuArGES Act, 1925.

The number of enquiries dealt with and reported upon during the
year was 2,368 relating to 3,813 properties. These figures indicate an
increase of approximately 22 per cent. on the enquiries dealt with in
1956. As in previous years, the search forms concerned outstanding
notices under the Public Health and Housing Acts, combined drainage
orders, and applications for decontrol under the Rent Restrictions Acts;
and during the year an additional question regarding smoke control
area Orders became a routine enquiry. .

Many of the search forms requested supplementary information
regarding restrictions on the use of underground rooms, and the suitability
of premises for specific purposes such as catering establishments and
workrooms.
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InseecTioN oF Facrories, WorkrLACES, SHors, OFFICES AND
Oruer PreEMisgEs (oTHER THAN Foop PrEMISES).

Total Number

of Visits.
Factories—Power 844
Factnrieﬂ-—Numquar 413
Workplaces, ete. .. e e e S T
Offices ... .. B,b42
Shops (other than Fﬂ{:d} MR 7
12,159

Analysis of Inspections:—

Complaints 499
Routine ... s e 3,982
Infectious Disease 13
Prainage volanbaly = v - os . owse ae e LBl
Outworkers Premises ... 186
Outworkers Lists... 169
Rodent Control ... b27
Other Reasons ... 45
6,615

5,544 re-inspections were made following the above inspections.
Types of premises inspected:— .

Places of public entertainment 93
(Carpentry, joinery, etc. . Lt e N e T 10
Wearing apparel ... ... ... .. v et Ay
Furriers ... 80
(Grarages, motor t}rres and rubbarworks 65
Boots and shoes and other leather goods ... ... 55
Jewellers, precious and other metalworkers ... 59
Opticians .. 3
Hairdressers o 227
Laundries and dry s Lot b sl 29
Printers and Publishers ... ... ... .. .. 114
Warehouses and Packers 89
Shops (other than Food) oo 1,004
Upholstery and Carpets 13
Photographers, film renters ... ... ... .. 66
Florists ... 7
Offices ... e D,042
Surgical goods ... 1
Various (schools, husp!ta.is hnlls stat-lﬂnﬂ ete. ) e 9,208

12,159




Public Health [Lundun} Act,
1936.. e :

Fmtmma Act, 1937 .

Prevention of Damage b_v
Pests Act, 1949

Shops Act, 1950

Notices Served.
Work-
Factories Factories  places,
Power Non- Offices,  Total.
power.  Shops, ete.
= i 2 2
16 19 11 16
= — 2 2
— — 20 20
16 19 3D 70

Nuisances, Defective and Unsatisfactory Conditions Found.

Defective, dirty mternaﬂy
Damp .. B v
Defective dl'almlge
Defective roofs .

Sanitary ame::-mmudatmn —

Insufficient

Insufficient ve-nt:latmn l:ght
Defective or dirty

Not separate for sexes

No indicating notices on doors of

water closets
Smells ...
Rubbish ...
Other Nuisances
Temperature
Inadequate ventilation. ..
Overcrowding . :
Failure to fix ahstracta

Facrories Acr, 1937.
Section 54—Basement Bakehouses:—

Bakehouses registered under the provisions of the above Act

numbered six.

Section 110—Outworkers:—
Inspections ..

Number of outworkers {:ncludes 2 108 workers imng In areas

outside the City)

Work-
Factories  Factories  places,
Power. Non- Offices,
Power,  Shops, ete.
— 2 2
— — 20
— — 14
1 — b
9 s &5
4 —_ 1
16 5 13
3 1 —
3 1 2
— — 98
1 —_ 36
— — 1
— — 1
1 — 3
3 1 —_
12 8 —
206
3,436
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Section 114—Abstracts:—

Reports were made to the Factory Inspector of 20 instances of
failure to display the appropriate abstracts of the Factories
Act, 1937.

Foop axp Drues Act, 1955.
Inspection of all types of Food Premises.
Analysis of Inspections:—

Complaints 342
Routine ... gl SAT98
Infectious Disease 31
Drainage 220
Rodent Control 274
New Catering Businesses 137
Miscellaneous 2

3,198

—

3,801 re-inspections were made following the above inspections.

CATERING ESTABLISHMENTS.

At the end of the year, particulars of 3,090 catering establishments
were in the register.

Summary of inspections:—

Hotels, restaurants, clubs s BN
Cafes, teaghops, ete. ... ... " .0 Lo .. 627
Staff Canteens ... 137
Public Houses ... 320

4,881

Notices served.,

Public Health (London) Act, 1936 ... 6
Food and Drugs Act, 19556 ... 105
Food Hygiene Regulations, 1955 e 24
London County Council (Drainage) Byelaws, 1934 44 1
London County Council (Water Closet) Byelaws, 1930 3
T T BN SR R TP TP 12

151
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Nuisances, defective and unsatisfactory conditions found:—

Dirty and dilapidated internally ... ... ... ... 66
Defective internally ... S
Defeokive dISmage . ... G e e e e 8
Defective floors e s i
Preparation tables and eqmpment worn and maamtar}' 39

Food storage accommodation inadequate and unsuitable ... 12
Vegetable preparation and washmg up facilities worn and

insanitary ... ; wanc. Sl
Temperature ... W |
Ventilation msuﬂiment e o 21
Lighting inadequate ... , Toohet
Stafl washing facilities insufficient and wnsuitable s ol
Staff changing rooms insufficient and unsuitable . : 7
Fuel, rubbish and other extraneous mabenals in fﬂod

preparation rooms , sapll
Fuel storage accommodation insufficient ... S |
Cockroaches ... TRy |
Water Closets:—

Insufficient ventilation and light ... i A

Defective ... i

Dirty and dﬁapldabed g
Absence of suitable notices ... s ol

Foop Ssops axp Foop Premises (OTHER THAN CATERING

ESTABLISHMENTS).
Types of business and summary of inspections:—
Visits

Bakehouses (underground included) ... R
Dairies and Milkshops ... . 190
Ice Cream Premises 77
Meat Shops .. T
Other meat Bhﬂpﬂ [preaenre:i fuod ete. ] v B el
Stalls s vee - 104
Confectioners i 97
Fruit and G-reengmcery ausi, SR
Provision shops ... N 5
T and-Benlery a2
#Other Food Premises .. 407
2,118

Included in the above tofals are 113 visits of enquiry in relation to
food poisoning outhreaks.



* Other Food Premises.

Under this heading are included:—
(1) Off licences.
(2) Food factories.
(3) Bonded warehouses.
(4) Chemists shops.
(5) Visits made in connection with application for entry on the

List of Persons entitled to sell poisons included in Part I1
of the Poisons List.

(6) Visits of enquiry regarding adulterated samples.

Notices Served.

Food and Drugs Act, 1955 1
Food Hygiene Repulations, 1956... ... ... ... 25
Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949 1

27

Nuisances and defective conditions found:—

Dirty and dilapidated internally .. 4
Defective internally 5
Defective floors ... 1
Food storage accommodation ma.clequa.t-e and unsuitable b
Ventilation insufficient : 2

Visits ror THE PurroseEs oF OBTAINING SAMPLES AND INSPECTING

FoopsTUFFs.
Sampling. Inspection
of Food,
Confectioners ... = 32 b2
Dairies and Mﬂkslmpa ST | |-’ 182
Fish and Poultry 5 96
Fried fish shops . — 1
Fruit and Greengrocery 2 278
Ice Cream Premises ... 36 77
Meat shops and stalls ... 13 411
Other Food Premises ... .. 140 298
Provision shops S 533
Cafes, teashops, ete. ... i e ik A 66
Hutela restaurants, clubs, et-n. 40) 144
Staff Canteens ... vy — 24
Public Houses ... 21 11

e e = =T

a8l 2,173

— e—
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Foop SAMPLING.

During the year, the following 1,540 samples were submitted to the
City Council’s Public Analysts for chemical analysis. Of this number
88 were reported upon adversely, representing a percentage of 5-71:—

Ales and stouts 9
Biscuits 9
Baby food ... 16
Butter and peanut butter 19
Bread .. 4
Buttered hread rnlls “buns.. : 3 15
(Cake, puddings and cake and puddmg mixtures S Al
Cereals = 17
Cheese and cheese spreads 5 e e i e
Chicken, tinned, ete... 3
Cocoa ... 3
Coffee and coffee preparatmnﬂ it |
Condiments and spmes ity oS e il
Confectionery... : 76
Cooking fats and oils c2d i
{}usbardpowdera andjeiﬁea... e R g MR -
Drugs R
F:sh and fish pmducts et B
Flavourings and cnlﬂurmgs gt 3D
Flour ... 10
Fruit, canned, ete. ... 23
Herbs ... 7
Iee cream ... 79
Jams, marmalades and pre&arvea T e SR
Malt and chocolate drinks ... .. ... .. .. 11
Margarine ... 16
Meat and meat produ{sta 48
Milk ... ity L
Milk, condensed and E\rapuratred 12
Milk powder ... : 6
Nuts—walnuts, almunda ete. 13
Pickles and sauces ... 36
Pie filling, pies and pa.stry e SRR 16
Saccharin ... 6
Salad dressing 14
Sausages . = 3
Soft drinks, fruit j ]ume ete. 84
Soup and soup powders ... 21
Spreads, various ... 10
Spirits 62
Suet ... 3



Vegetables, tinned, ete. ... 36
Vinegar 8
Wines ... 2
Yeast extract 5
Yogurt 15
Miscellaneous Gy = : : 3

Thirteen of the adverse reports from the Public Analysts related to
improper- labelling of a minor nature, for which no prosecutions were
undertaken.

Fourteen samples were of food which had deteriorated as a result
either of prolonged storage or of ineflicient preservation. Two of these
were meat products packed in transparent plastic containers. Many
such packs are seen in this department and it would seem that although
the method has many advantages, the technique has yet to be perfected.

Four unsatisfactory milk samples were taken during the year. This
is most unusual nowadays. Three samples were of hot milk which
had been heated, and consequently diluted, by the passage through
them of steam. The other sample was taken from a churn outside a
restaurant., By mistake the wholesaler had delivered a churn of
“ Pasteurised Milk "’ instead of * Homogenised Pasteurised Milk.”
Shortly before the sample was taken, the cook had taken some milk
from the churn and, not noticing the wholesaler’s mistake, had failed to
plunge the churn. Thus the cook skimmed much of the cream off the
milk so that the sample taken by the Inspector (after plunging) contained
only 2:22 per cent, fat.

Foop axp Drues Acr, 1955—SEcTioN 16.
Registration of Premises used in connection with the Manufacture, Sale
or Storage of Iee Cream.

Two hundred and fifty-three premises were registered for the manu-
facture and/or sale and/or storage of ice cream.

Registration of Premises used for the Preparation or Manufacture of
Preserved Foods.

Seventy-nine premises were registered for the preparation or manu-
facture of preserved foods.

Ice Cream (Hear TreEaTMENT) REGULATIONS, 1947,
Methylene Blue Tests on Samples of Iee Cream.

Fifty-three samples of ice cream were submitted for methylene blue
test. The samples were classified in provisional grades based upon the
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method of examination as recommended by the Ministry of Health.
These were as follows:—

Grade 1 36
Grade 2 |
Grade 3 4
Grade 4 2

MLk (SpeciaL DesiewartioN) REGULATIONS.

The following licences authorising the sale of designated milks were
issued during 1957 to Distributors of Milk registered with the Council:—

Dealers’
Dealers’ Supplementary
Pasteurised ... 117 44
Sterilised i S S 98 43
Tuberculin Tested ... 90 41

Milk.

During the year 46 samples of milk were submitted for methylene
blue and phosphatase test. The results received showed that the milk
had been efficiently pasteurised.

MLk AxD Damies Recurations, 1949,

At the 31st December, 1957, the following were entered in the City
Council’'s Register of Dairies and Distributors of Milk:—

Distributors of milk with premises registered as dairies ... 34
Distributors of milk with premises not registered as dairies 86

Distributors of milk with premises situate outside West-
minster e -

Paarmacy axp Porsons Acr, 1933.

Persons entitled to sell poisons included in Part II of the Poisons
List numbered 157 at 31st December, 1957,
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Foop axp Drucs Act, 1955, Secrion 8.

The following table shows the amount of food condemned as unfit
for human consumption during the year:—

Amount destroyed.
Tons. Cuwts. Lbs.
Canned food ... 10 13 19
Meat 1 6 11
Fruit and vegetables ... e 193 18 95
Cereals ... i Ty ) 6 a8
L — 14
Fish . — 11 6
Confectionery ... e — 1 83
Miscellaneous ... e — 9 63
Totals SR | ] 96

Method of disposal of condemned food.

Food condemned or voluntarily surrendered to the Public Health
Inspectors is disposed of by depositing in the Council’s refuse barges at
the Central Depot at Gatliff Road, S.W.1.

Foodstuffs disposed of at this depot are removed by barge for land
reclamation by controlled tipping at Pitsea. No recovery or diversion
of any goods whatsoever takes place at the central tipping site.

Foop axp Drucs Act, 1955—SEcTioNn 26.

The following return was made to the Ministry of Health in accordance
with the requirements of Appendix D (I) of the revised Memo. 188/ Med /49
giving details of food poisoning notifications received during the year and
returned to the Registrar General.

First Second Third Fourth
quarter. quarter. quarter. quarter. Total.
2 9 11 2 24

Of those notified, 18 were individual notifications. Of the remainder
two were children who were taken ill whilst on holiday and in consequence
returned home. The notifications were received after their recovery,
The other four persons, who were visitors to this country were taken
severely ill following a meal of poached egg on rice with lobster sauce
at a West End restaurant. The causative organism was believed by
the bacteriologist to have gained access to the food from a milk product.

Other instances of persons affected with food poisoning came to the
notice of this department during the year. Eleven of such outbreaks
were investigated and notified to the Ministry of Health. A total of
214 persons were concerned. These were generally employees of firms
having premises in Westminster, or casual visitors to the City.
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Each such outbreak usually involves much enquiry by officers of my
department in an effort to trace the cause, Even should this prove
unsueccessful, suggestions and recommendations can often be made to
those engaged in the handling and preparation of food, or to those
responsible for the maintenance of the premises, which may obviate or
help to minimise the possibility of further outbreaks.

“As a result of these investigations, it was possible to give an indication
of the probable causative organism in three of these cases, and confirm
it in a further two.

Pueric Heavta (Loxpon) Act, 1936.

Lonpon County Councit (Dramnace) ByEvaws, 1934,

Dyainage.
Drainage plans submitted ... ... 490
Combined drainage orders made ... (it
PrevenTiON oF Damace BY Pests Act, 1949,
Rars axp Mice REPRESSION.
Daamplisiicts: Jv). 0 (eidl s S RN EEEG s TR
Treatments carried out ... 931
Inspections by Public Health Inapectnrs a.nd Rt}l:lent;
Officer o .. 2,641
Notices served b
Rodents destroyed.
Black Rats ... PP 15 1
Brown Rats ... ... 1,806

Total ... ... 12,390

PEr Axmarns Acr, 1951.

Six licences were issued by the Council during the year in relation to
premises subject to the provisions of this Act.

Rac Frock axp oTHER Fririne MATERIALs Act, 1951,

Under the provisions of this Act various types of premises concerned
with the upholstery trade or with the provision of materials for that
trade must be registered or licensed with the local authority.
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At the end of the year seven premises were on the register and two
premises licensed for storage purposes.

Noise NUISANCE.

Snplionis .y .8 sl et sttt i e 8
Investigations made B i eNat A St Aid s Yagy

The noise of which complaint was made concerned that caused by
machinery, building works, radiograms, animals, neighbours, sewing
machines, birds, juke boxes and loading vans. ;

ArMmosrPHERIC PoLLuTION.

Investigation into the atmospheric pollution in the City was continued
during the year at three sites, Mayfair, Pimlico and Charing Cross,
where deposit gauges, which measure the deposited pollution, and lead
peroxide cylinders, which measure the sulphur activity, are sited. The
following table gives the results of the monthly analyses, and shows
separately the amounts of insoluble and soluble constituents,

Monthly deposits of impurities—tons per square mile.

Month. Mayfair. Pimlico, Charing Cross,

Insol, Sol. | Total. | Insol, Bol. | Total. | Insol. | Sol. | Total.

January ...| 13-91 7-37 | 21-28 | 12-99 | 9-97 | 22-96

February ....| 12-55 | 23-56 | 36-11 | 14-39 | 28-79 | 43-18 | 40-52 | 25-56 | 66-08
March ...\ 13-70 | 15-08 | 28-78 | 15-30 | 15-70 | 31-00 | 17-09 | 11-48 | 28-57
April —e| B8:28 | 6-72 | 15-00 | 8-86 | 9-26 | 18-12 | 15-80 | 0-86 | 25-66
May o 12-78 | 12-38 | 25-16 | 153-29 | 11-41 | 24-70 | 14-30 | 10-65 | 24-95
June vl 13-16 | 13-50 | 26-66 | 9-58 | 13-42 | 2208 | 10-72 | 10-19 | 20-91
July wol 11-12 | 14-49 | 25-61 | 13-69 | 15-54 | 20-23 | 12-11 | 18-21 | 25-32
August .| 9-71 9-86 | 19-57 | 11-58 | 10-80 | 22-38 | 10-02 ! 11-82 | 21-84

September | 11-45 | 13-81 | 25-26 | 12-55 | 11-48 | 24-03 | 16:09 | 15-60 | 31-69
October .| 12-75 | 9-62 | 22-37 | 13-59 | 10-84 | 24-43 | 19-68 | 11-91 | 31-59
November | 12-38 | 21-48 | 33-86 | 9-96 | 10-93 | 20-89 | 22.07 | 23-13 | 45-20
December | 15-55 | 19-16 | 34-71 | 16-88 | 13-89 | 30-77 | 19-48 | 16-93 | 36-41

Estimation of sulphur activity by the lead peroxide method.

The cylinders for the estimation of sulphur activity are situated at
Alhambra House, Farm Street Depot and Besshorough Street Clinic.
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The following table gives the degree of sulphation expressed in
empirical units, viz., milligrams of sulphur trioxide per day per 100 square
centimetres of standard lead peroxide exposed in the standard apparatus.

SO, in milligrams per 100 sq. ems,
per day.
Month.

. e o Ghaﬁng
Mayfair. | Pimlico. G
January ... 4-36 7-63 4-03
February ... 4-46 5-08 4-77
March 4-07 4-29 4-40
April 320 3-50 2-93
May 174 2-58 1-78
June 1-90 232 2-21
July 1-31 2-23 1-87
August .. 1-31 2:09 1-80
September ... 1-46 1-80 2-31
October ... 3-18 3-10 340
November ... 4-30 5-83 4-72
December ... 348 4-61 3-18

Estimate of sulphur content by volumetric method.,

Daily estimations were continued at the Monck Street station and
the results are given below:—

S0,

Month. pp.mn.
Daily average.

January ... -098
February ... .. -098
March -096
April 077
May 062
June 055
July . <042 -
August ... <041
September ... 041
October ... -102
November ... 140

December ... 180



Average readings from apparatus sited at Monck Street, S.W.1.
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Smaoke

By means of this apparatus a measured volume of air is drawn through
a filter paper which removes solid matter from it. The stain thereby
produced is compared with a standard, from which the amount of pollution

is calculated.

January
February
March ...
Apml ...
May
June ...
July ...
August
September
October
November
December

SMOKE ABATEMENT—RESULTS OF OBSERVATIONS AND

Action TAKEN.

Parts per 100 c.im.
Average value

26
12
11

9
10
10
10
10
11
29
26
40

1954. 19565. 1956. 19567.
(‘omplaints received 69 121 87 41
Observations taken 1,414 2,413 2,634 1,603
Notices issued—
Preliminary 2 7 23 6
Statutory - - — _ —-

CLeax Amr Acrt, 1956.

The provisions of the Clean Air Act (Appointed Day) Order, 1956,
brought into force on the 31st December, 1956, a number of sections of
the Clean Air Act relating, inter alia, to the installation of new furnaces,
the height of chimneys, smoke control areas, pollution from colliery
spoilbanks, research and publicity and the making of building byelaws.

Smoke Control Areas.

The City Council during the year gave consideration to the implication
of the powers conferred on it by the Act with regard to smoke control
areas, and decided without committing itself to any financial obligations
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to agree in principle that its long-term policy should be to transform the
whole of the City of Westminster into a smoke control area. It was
realised, however, that this objective could only be attained by careful
planning over a number of years in co-operation with business interests
and residents. Further, that, for the Council’s policy to be fully effective,
close touch must be kept with other local authorities,

The Metropolitan Boroughs’ Standing Joint Committee also considered
that the ultimate aim of all the London Borough Councils should be for
the whole of the County of London to be a smokeless zone; and that the
most effective way of achieving that object would be to commence with
the central smokeless zone already established by the City of London
and extend it as rapidly as practicable until the boundaries of the County
are reached. The Standing Joint Committee requested those Borough
Councils having a common boundary with the City of London to confer
and produce a co-ordinated scheme for the creation of smoke control
areas spreading out in all directions. Preliminary meetings of officers
of the Councils concerned have since taken place.

Temple Bar Swmoke Control Order.

The City Council in pursuance of this policy, and with the consent
of the Ministry of Housing and Local Government, gave instructions
for a detailed survey to be undertaken of the Temple Bar area of the
City, which adjoins the boundaries of the City of London and the
Borough of Holborn, to the east of Kingsway, Aldwych and Lancaster
Place; approximately 60 acres in extent.

On completion of the survey the City Council made a Smoke Control
Order for the area. This was submitted to the Minister of Housing and
Local Government, towards the end of the year, for confirmation,

Proposed Smoke Control Area—Adelphi and Whitehall Area.

As a result of a preliminary survey of an area, westwards of the Temple
Bar area, bounded by the River Thames, the south side of the Strand
and both sides of Whitehall, including Government Offices and the
Houses of Parliament, the Council decided to forward particulars of the
survey to the Minister of Housing and Local Government and to seek his
consent to a detailed survey of the area being undertaken as a preliminary
to the declaration of the area as a smoke control area, to be known as

the Adelphi and Whitehall Smoke Control Area.

AxaLysis oF LEcaL ProcEEDINGS.
Fines, Costs.
£ 8 d £ & d
Duwellings.
Public Health (London) Act, 1936,
Failure to abate a nuisance.
1 conviction - 5 3.8
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London County Council (Drainage) Byelaws, 1934
Contravention of L.C.C. (Drainage) Byelaws.
8 convictions siadia B B 10 9 0O
Food.
Food and Drugs Act, 1955.

Selling food to the prejudice of the purchaser.
4 convictions L 27 6 0

Food Hygiene Regulations, 1955.
Failure to comply with Food Hygiene

Regulations, 1955.
24 convictions ... e 329 0 0O 52 10 0

370 0 0 93 8 0

WATER.

The resident population of 95,930 in some 27,000 dwellings received
water from the Metropolitan Water Board’s mains or from deep wells.
Eighty-seven deep wells were in use at 31st December, 1957. In 84 of
these wells, the water is used for domestic purposes. In the remainder,
one supply is used for cooling purposes, one for supplying boilers and one
as a stand by in case of fire. Satisfactory reports were received of 56
bacteriological examinations and 28 chemical analyses of water from
these wells,

DisisrFECcTION, DISINFESTATION AND CLEANSING OF PERSONS—
ARRANGEMENTS wITH THE HoLBory Borover CouxciL.

The arrangement between the City Council and the Holborn Borough
Council whereby the latter undertook to carry out, on agreed terms, the
work of disinfection, disinfestation and cleansing of persons, and the
provision of the necessary transport therefor, continued.

The arrangement came into operation on the 3rd September, 1956,
and is working satisfactorily with resulting economies to both Councils.

The following is a summary of the work carried out for Westminster
during the year:—

Disinfection and Disinfestation.

B ] Rikh ,‘%ﬁﬁfi Roch:

Disinfection 2 i 178 13,406 95 763
Disinfestation ... 315 1,981 —




Cleansing of Persons.

Scabies. | Head Lice. | Body Lice.

Treatments. | Treatments. | Treatments.

Men ... 62 — 199
Women 15 1 6

Buriar or CrEMATION OF THE DEAD.

Under the provisions of Section 50 of the National Assistance Act,
1948, it is the duty of the City Council as a Sanitary Authority to cause
to be buried or cremated the body of any person who has died or is
found dead in the area, where no other arrangements have been made
for the disposal of the body.

The Council is empowered to recover the cost of burial from the
estate of the deceased, and is eligible to receive payments in respect of
the cost of such burial from death grants payable under the provisions of
the National Insurance Act, 1946,

Where persons without known relatives die in the City, it is frequently
necessary not only to arrange for their burial, but to dispose of the
contents of their homes. This is done in consultation with the Treasury
Solicitor. Such action is necessary to enable the proceeds to be applied
towards the cost of burial and also to avoid rent accruing and to release
the accommodation for housing purposes as early as possible,

During the year 48 burials were undertaken by the City Council in
its cemetery at Hanwell, the requests for such burials being received
from the following sources:—

H.M. Coroner ... 15
Relatives of the deceased 10
Friends of the deceased ... ... ... .. 3
Hoepitalsinthe Gity ... ... .. .. 20

48
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CoroNERr's CoURT AND MORTUARY.

During 1957, 246 bodies were received in the Mortuary on Coroner’s
Warrants, etc. Three bodies were admitted to await burial.

Number
of Cases.
751 A IR LS |
Non-inquest cases S
Post-mortem examinations held N . L
Canses of death in the foregoing were as under:—
L e R ST S | |
Suicide by drowning 1
,» by other means ... 18
Accidents—
Domestic 13
OhEere. " e o e 6
Naturdl esuses  :.. ... . w0 o 174
Misadventure ... et ol e b et 5
T TR S Nl SR IR . |

MoRTUARY ACCOMMODATION—ARRANGEMENT WITH HoOLBORN
BoroveH CoUNCIL.

The City Council and the Holborn Borough Couneil, with the approval
of the London County Council, made arrangements whereby bodies
from Holborn, which were not the concern of H.M. Coroner, were
accommodated at the City Council’s Mortuary in Horseferry Road whilst
awaiting burial.

The arrangement came into operation on the 3rd September, 1956,
and two bodies were received in the mortuary during 1957,




