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My Lord, Ledies and Gentlenen,

I beg to submit my raport for the yoar 1945, on the Public Health and
sanitary condition of the City of ‘lestminster., This report, in nccordance with
the requirenents of Cireulnr 49/45 of the lNinistry of Heelth, is compiled in
abbreviated form ns have boen all the snmual reperta of the Medienl Officer of
Heolth during the wor yenrs. It ia hoped that if paper restriction is removed
within tho next twolve months it may be possible to complle o roport for 1946 on
tho wider nn more informativo lines of the pro-wmr roports.

: The wor ended lass thon a yonr apo and in reviewing 1945, so quickly
do evonts fnode in signifiewce, it is difficult to runlise that rocket bombs were
still falling in the spring of the year in tho London Dezion on the night of
Harch 28th. This Public Haalth Departnont remained on a wor footing until the
end of June, the staff recodning on thelr rotos of night duty. Civil Defence
personnel, Fire Cucrds and inti-gas Squeds kept watch until ths stand dowm ordor.

d record of the work performed in civil Jofence undor the direction of
the Medical Officer of Health has already been subnditted to the Uindatry of
Health at thelr request. It is not intemdod here to do more tham touch upon 2
few of the aspects ag thoy cnmo under ones observatiom. Thera had alrendy in
1938 been & rchearssl for whet was to come and much hod been loarnt of the
uscfulness of improvieatlon and of its doefects. The ovacuntion of rmothors and
children was one of the carliest ovonte aftor the deelaration of war, The
Health Vieitors and steff of the ielfare Centres rapgistered those who wished
for evacuation, advised them 28 to luggnye ond feoding arranpenents ~nd in the
case of expectont mothors aceompanied tho conveys to tholr destination, '

The figure laid down by the Government for recruitment to the cummlf-r
services vas as followe:= ; :

First. /dd Posts - 270
Mobile Aid Posta - 2
Light Reacua Parties - 500

with these services in the Coumcil's Cnsunlty Dopots werc housed those
sectiona of the London County Coumedl's /obulsnce Scorvice and Heavy hiescuo
Service which wore under the oparatlionnl control of the City Cowmeil,

Before Septomber Zrd, the prave conecern wns whother enough voluntoors
would be fortheoming. Thnt doubt wns quickly dispelled. !fun and vomen ocnrolled
in grest numbers but a largs proyortion although esgor to help had rocclved
1ittle or no training. The Council hod been wlase in linking ite fortunes with
the two groat voluntary societiecs of St. Jobn and the British Red Cross quite
eightoen months before the war. They drained mony hundrods of Firat Add workers
and whet is much more importont had nominated many of their expert members for
work in Vestminster. Thua there were raeady n boly of experlenced men ond women
distritmted in 10 First Ald Pests in the City, Four of those posts were in vhot
were designed 23 undergrownd garages of large modern buildings., The other posta
wore in the Council's Walfsre Centres or in Hospitals. In the undorground gnrages
wera stationed lMobile Add Fosts, /mbulnnce scrvices, Hoovy ond Light Reacue
Parties and complote decontamination focilitics for wounded and unuounded
cagualties and for the first aid porsonnel themselvos.

General Lir Rndd Precoutioms and special instruction for the Civil
Defence services, as well =g training In First ldid, was given under the direction
of the Melienl Officer of Health and loter basic training for all perscnnel,
including 40,000 Fire Guards, the latter receiving proctieal training in fire
fighting, Soms 24,082 persons were trained while 1,279 were awnrded certificates
ns Instructors. NYonbers of the public munhering. 49,529 rogadvad ;onorzl troining
by keeturos znd lemonstrations.

The Civil Defence Mortuary Service was organised in four war-time
Hortuaries. The steff consisting of skilled and unskilled mortuary assistonts
were in the charge of the Samitary Inepectors who volunteered for this servica.
Too high a tribute cannot be pald to these officers, for apart from thom, volunteers
for this partieular service were a very scoree commodity.



The framerork of the Council's Casunlty Services naturally followed
the lines laid down in Circulars snd Hendbooks issued by verious Government
Departments, varied o msot the particul-r necds of the City. It is of inteorest
to note, howover, that ot mwmy yoints the local effart outstrippod the central
guidanee. Thus a shelter medical service, with the willing aid of medienl
practitioners and of volunteors from St. John and the British Red Cross Society
was in operation befora the Govérnment instructions were received. The eombined
Dopot, lnter advocated by the Governmont, wns in ororation from the begimning of
the war on very axtonsive linss. 8o much so, that it was possible not only to
house nll the Couneil's casualty servieos in four lerps Dejote, but to offer
accommodation to the ‘mbulance ond Honvy Resous Sorvices rrovided by the Londom
County Cowmcil. :

It moy be sai? thot the Antailed development of the Mortuary Service
nlao-wns fully worked out in ndvonce of contral instructions.

Bombing of "estminster begn on Saptembor 7th, 1940, ~nd continued
intermittently until May 1941. LAftcr a poriod of comprrative 1ull, bembing
recurred in 1943, in the oarly part of 1944 and frem Junc, 1944, until Mnrch, 1945
fly bombe and rocket bombs werc the finsl form of nir worfars. Information
supplied by the Ministry of Hone Security indicntes that more bombs par ocre
fell in the City of \iobminstor thon in cny other nroc of the eountry.

Night bombing soem proclaimed the need for sheltors othor than those
surface sheltors erccted in the streot or under open gymces. The tube stations
nnd basements of strong buildings scemed safuor places to many people than their
homes, In 1941, some 30,000 were occupying such public sholters speedily
authorised or recuisitioned by the Govermmont. There thon sross the nesd for
mecical and nursing services for the ocoupsnte. Medieal supplies ond equipnent
were provided by the Government while doctors and trained nurses ably nugmentad
by suxiliaries of St. John and British Red Cross were on duty oach night in the
large shelters. MNurses from the principsl hospitals undartook a mursing patrol
of the smcller shelters visiting from ons to the other Juring the nigh despite
bombing and anti-nireraft fire. There were soms 172 rublic sholters in the City
with roughly 36,000 occupants cn specially severe night raids. The nusber of
cagses soon by the shelter mecicnl officers nt the Medieal Li7 Posts in the
shelters wne 1,826, The nurses dealt with 41,912 cases of minor complrints,
Some 23 port-time medical officers were engnped in this sorvice and %5 vhole=-
time ond 49 part-time nurses. .

As rogords nir rodd crgualties those of o sorious nature romoved to
hospital were 2,495, vhilo those tronted ot First Aid Posts pumbored 2, 744,
There frere 1,104 {ntnl easurliios some of vhon died ftor removal to hossital,
The removal to the mortuarics of those killed on the spot procoaded immediately
after a redd hod occurred but in somo instronces mony dnys alapsed before bodics
could be rocovered from heaped ruins. Tho tatal mumtber brought in to the
mortuaries was 1,104 rnd the greatest number foll-ving = single nipht's raiding
was 165, ~ftor the night of 16/17th April, 1941. The roception of the. dend,
- idemtifieation, collection =nd checking of vorsennl offccts ineluding valuables,
preparnticn for viewing by relatives wers ctuties, the highly responsible nnture
of which requires nu emphasis, corried out by the staff of this Depertment in
a mnnnar beyond pralse. ) '

During the unr 63 nenbers of the Civil Defonen Cazurlty Scrvices lost
ttheir lives by enomy nction. lo member of the Public Hoalth Dufartmont suffored
wounds or death although all were on aective cuty throuphout, Two of the First
idd Medienl Officers in charge of Mobile Jid Posts rere awardad the M.B.E, for
"meritorious conduet.

! Even throuphout the period of the most intoncive bombing the mumbor of
casualties did not by any means appreach the original officially estimated fipure,
Minor injuries werc comparatively fow snd this may well be nccounted for by the
substanticl noture of shelter nccommodation provided. Of 1,212 serious
casualties requiring operative treatment, 1,035 recovered. The remaining 177
who dled had sustained hedd injuries, penetrating wounds of chest or abdomen or
‘erushed limbs. Tho high mort-lity of this last class was crrefully studied by



the muthoritics and during: the last two years of the oy aspeelzl mensures wvers
devised for the enrly treatment of these casos at the site of the incident,
particularly those pimned cdowm for some time. This trontnent went a
conslderable way in roducing the delayed mort-lity from crush injuries. It
hnd boen not wmsual for o persom on beiny releasced from under a beam to
appear quitc cheerful and comfeortable and still to become moribumd within

3 hours. This was believed to be due to toxic producte in the crushed limb
being relensed into the blood stream rith consequent complete interference
with the kidney funetion.

The claborate mensures orpnised for the decontrmination of food were
fortunntely not required nlthough the salvnpe of food damnpod, or 2pparently
domnped, as o result of air wnrfare, wns an almost constont netivity. Some
462 tons from food premises and private heuscs wers paved rndy, ascording to
the anture of the food, or ite conditiom on inepoction, was passed zs it
for humon consumptiom; disposed of for nnimal feeding or consigmed to
industrial puryposes.

Unmage to buildings, particularly dwelling housoes, resulted in 1,720
houses totnlly destroyod, some 3,000 so damaged that thoy were uninhnbitnble,
and ovor 17,000 of lesser deproo where repaira nccording to oxtent of dannge
had to be undortaken urgently in order to rostore reasonnbly comfortable
eonditions to thoe oceuplers. Thore is no doubt that the fly bomb rndds of
1944 have acutely agiravnted the housing problem of to-dny. Before they took
place, houslng repzire and the housing of femilies could kaep poee with the
results of recurring damage and the current demonds for heusing. Since the
ond of the war the problem has bocome accentuated by the return of families
from avacuation snd the ectting up of new houscholds by younp men and women
raloaged from wor sorvice and married or obout to »a morric}l. In mony cages
at the cutbronk of wmr thoy hed not long left school in Veatminster where
thay apent thelr childhood.

In spite of all difficulties the work of providing housing has
rroceeded without intermission during the wor and sinea. Until the extensive
scheme of new housing undertaken by the City Council is bSepun, homes are
being provided by requisitioning unoceupded houses ~nd adopting them to meet
the needs of separate families., Up to date some 1,225 households, rondered
homeleas or inadequntely housoed, have been accomncdnted.

Such then ls 2 very brief and inndequate suminry of the Civil Defence

work in which your Public He~lth Department was engaged during the six years
of wer agninat Germany.

I have the honour to be,

Your chedient Servnnt,

ANDRE. J. SHINNIE.

August, 1946.
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while stillbirtha are fewer, inf-ntile mortnlity shows an inecrense
inrraly due to rromiturity, congenital malfommations and other noo-natal
chuses. Of forty threa promature infunta borm, thirty six survived,

In spite of tha shortage of maternity bads nnd nursing stoff
additional hospdt-l necommodation hus boen sccured for wegtninsgtor mothers,
This hna boon of much comfort to young marriad women whose home has baen with
relatives or in furnishel rooms, In 1944, 617 births verc in hospital end
in 1945, 753. By arrvngoment with the Londen County Council roserved
accommodntion ineroased from 6 to 3 beds,
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Anong the enuses of Joath, thosc of the heart =nd blood vessola, hold
highest ;lnece; o long way bohind comes malignont (iseasc. Tuberculosls,
Bronchitis, Eroncho-pneuncnia, Pneumonis snd nther rospiratory discases, tokm
togotier, aceount for o total of omly 4wo in excass of those caused by canecr.







Deaths from Tuberculogisi-

Pulmonary: 42 (35 males; 7 females)
Hon-pulmomary: 5 ( 2 males; 3 fomales)

Ineroased notifieatlons of tuborculosis cracs i= egain ncemunted for by
the returned populetion. Thers were however fowor dontha.

X F THE Y IS DICPENS. 4

: Tha work hns beon comtinued on the lines indicated in provicous reports
although, owing to the tomporary shortage of beds in institutions for the troa
of tuborculosis, it has -ften been difficult to obtain vaoancies for patiants
without delay, During the year 481 new patients attonded, 228 males and 253
females. Totnl nttondaneos mumbered 1,867,

160 of the new potionts wers found to be sufforing fron pulmonory
tuberculoeis, and 8 from other forms of the dissase. 64 patiemts were recommendst
for Sanatoriun treatment rnd 80 for admission to Hospital. 833 reports were made
to public authoritios and 269 to medical practiticners.

Tho number of war ponsions undc:r'mupanmry suparvision is increasing ond
Nationel Servico foards are continuing to refer patients for fuller examination,

During the yoar 68% X-ray films werc taken nnd 154 specimons submitted for
bactoriclogicsl examinatiom.

o = JLLOVANCES

Tho Ministry cf Health trontment allownnces contimied to be of wnlue to
patients who fall into the entogories eligible nnd the following applications
were dealt with during the year -

-:lnppliﬂlltliﬂﬂﬂ rﬂl:ﬂ‘i?ﬂd Toaaw aaw T auw 55
J:xpplj.ﬂﬂtiﬂﬂﬂ gl"mtﬂd T o aaw - 49
Allovances stopped during the year for

following renscns:-

ﬂ-} Retumed to work TE TE e e 24

h} Rﬂmﬂ'ﬂﬁ trmmt Y] e w sen rew 1

ﬂ'}' Died ] anw e e aww 4

d) Left District R T T T

u; End of pariod mes . _aBE A . '3
f) 1In Institutions nnd recelvin

Nationndl Henlth Insurance. . L Ty 4

a2

LRy

in average of 35 pationta are drowing ~llowances at any glven time.
MLSS ADT

For the convenionee of Vestminstoer firms, arrangements wers mndoe for the
London County Council Unit to opernte for some weeks at tho Hospitnl for liomen,
Soho Sguore. In these arrangements the suthorities of the Hospital vers very
helpful and co-oporatiwe, As the poried arranged fell just at the close of the
war in Burcope many firms were too occupled with re-adjustnents to take full
ndvantage of the faeilities mnde available. Neverthelass the results were
satisfactory, 10,744 persons being examined,  Of these.?34 were refarred for
further investipatiom, ; : '

ML AND i

The welfare schome during 1945 w=s na sot out in the report of 1938,
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The throo war-time Doy Hurseries in the City continucd to operate
throughout the year at the following promisos -

(a) No. 1 Dossborough Street, S.V.1., with accommodation for 50
children

(b) Westminster Tr&inin&ﬂallaga, Horseferry Road, S.W.l., with
: nccommodation for ehildren,

-(e) 37/39 Bloomficld Terrace, 5.W.l., with accommodation for 59
childran, . Y

VISTTS BY HELLTH VISTTORS
To expentont Mothers ;,. | dis ' wee hew Oewet @ 1,%

TD ﬂhﬂﬂrﬂn mlﬂr 1. T T W 'R o amE 3'-
To children botwoen 1 rmnd 5§ «ee wis  ass LR LR 2 41-32‘?

ANTE AND POST WiT.lL CLINIC3
Rurbor of elinies held weekly..s eee  sss  sss ]

Numbor of women nttonding R Efalfﬂ Eg
INFAUT:_CLINICS
Nusbor of clinics hald weokl¥eee  sse  sae oses B
:.thea eve  wss  wss  mas  aws won | wen Byebd
MOTHERCTAFT CLASSES :
Number. of nothereraft instruction classes held weekly 6
The inereasing domands of the Maternity rnd Child Velfaro was only to

bo expacted froa » marked incrense in the birth rote. Tho need for more
Moternity Hospital beds has clbendy been reforred to.

" S —

In ordsr to mect the convenitnee of the inercasing mumber of mothers im
the Enightsbridgs arsa, the City Council establishad a weekly Infnnt Velfare
Clinic in the Germ-n Church, Montpelier Place, Knightsbridge.

The Clinic has been held regularly each wook nnd has proved very
acceptable to mothers living in these western distriets.

Bafore the wor the clrsunstances of the mothers living in the morth
eastorn district of the City had been comsidered, Although the child population
in this distriet is small it was folt that the Contre in Marshall Strect wns not
easily nccessible to them, Severnl busy traffic streets had to be crossed to
rench it. iith the roturn of families and the greatly imereased motor traffic
the problem again presonted itself, Various inquiries were made and finally
discussion with the adjoining Borough of Holborn resulted in the use for one
half day per weck of n building belenging to the London Medienl Kission in
Shorts Gardens, wherc the ‘Holborn Berough Council ~lso hold a wookly elinie,

The arrengencnts wers nearing completion before the emd of the year.

It nocessarily follows that with the time devoted to ndditiomal clinics
there hne boen lage time available for home visiting. There hove also besn
shortoges of staff ponding the return of those on militery nursing servico and
the filling of vaeancles cnused by retiroment. Arrangemcnts are boing mode to
moke good any deficiencies in staff, y
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CARE OF PHREM.TURE INF.NTS

The Ministry of Health issued n Circular in M-rch, 1944, on the subject
of the care of premeture infants -nd the problem of nec-nztal mortality., The
Ministor suggested that o weight at birth of 5% 1bs. or lesz should ba recordsd
on the notifieation of birth eards. This was put into operation in tha City.

The City Council in nccordance with the Ministor's recommendntion also
appointed a prnedintrieian whose sorvices sre availsble for consultont wisits in
tho home where premature infints are being nurtured. His servicus were not
colled upon during the yenr. Othér recomnemdations of the Ministor have been
carried out. .

Thero wore 43 prencture infonts born in the City during 1945, ~11 btut
3 of whom were born in hogpital, 7 however failed to survive snd died in hospital,

CalE OF -ILLEGITIN.TE CHILDREN

A joint Commdttee of representatives of the Metropolitan Borough Councils
the London County Council snd voluntary orgenisations set up to consider this
important question for the London orea . . hove continued to give the matter their
elose attention,

. The voluntary orgnpisations vho have dealt with this problem for so
many years, wera -ble to lwprove their services with the aid of increased financis
agsistance fron the Metropolitsn Boroughs., The City Council's contribution, based
on rotenble volue, being £972.

The Council's Herlth Visitors hove eontinued to work in close assoclation
with the voluntary organisctisns for the woelfare of illegitimate children.

In addition the City Council has mnde provision for a scheme of gurrontesd
payments to fostor mothers undortoking the care rnd paintennmes of illegitimate
children.

. ']
* Theme wore '],5 vomon on the Counell'!'a reglstar of fostor mothers at the
end of the year. Thesc fostor mothers rnd the childron in their enra are ropularly
vigited by the Council's Heolth Visitors.

: This subject is necessarily mmeh bound up with the enre of illogitimote
children. Foster mothors suiteble im nll respocts nre Jiificult to find. The
schene of puarenteed payuenta will it is hoped ensure thet the fiftcon foster
mothers will not be out of pocket in the ecore of the child. The City Council
consider that the duties concernmed in the welfare of chilérem lacking the eare of
ites own prronts aro so ioportant that a Child Protection Visitor should be
appointed to give hor whole time to thls and related probloms.

‘SUPPLY OF SHIETS FOR EXPECTiNT MOTHERS

By arrangenent between the Mindstry of Health and the Board of Trade,
Priority Dockets for utllity sheuts, on profuction of a medicnl certificate, nre
issued to expectont mothers who are to be confined in their omm homes. These are
being lssued through the Matornity -nd Child Telf-ro Centres -nd 344 dockets were
issued to expoctont mothors in 1945. ! ' ;

PLY DF D .

By nrrangement with the Ministry of Food, nntioncl dried milk, fruit j
vitamin tablets and cod liver oil have been distributed to expectant mothers ond
- children at the Maternity ond Child Velfare Centres in the City.
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DENT. JTHENT - Clinie Roperts
"How Cosag! Hi- ' Rcf.rﬁuti:rna 1 ¥ Other !
| v Appoint- ! “'Fillinge' Opera-! Jnsesthetics
: L monty ' ' tiong ! Lgeel ' _Cemeral
1 1 ¥ 1 r ]
1944 : 4 r 5z ' 283 A o R R v A R [ S 66
] ] 1 ] v L ] ]
1945 : 161 : 560 ; 328 Ve B vov | 435 ool fot 72
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SATION T'..'l'l"l' IM SCHICK TE

The following aro pnrticulws of r:hilu:'m uml-:lr Tive years of age who have
been immunised against diphthoria In the City.

Hﬂmh:-r of children whe ha!l conpleted a full course of immmnilsation
nt nny- tinu up to Flab Dacamhﬂr, 1945.

[}

Age at 3i'.12;4:=;

' 1 1 1 ]
* Uudor X0 R W B B el Vo
i,e, Bominyoar ' 1945 ! 1944 ' 1943 ' 1942 ¢ 1941
% 1 -1 1 ¥ ] o o |
T Poal 0 i '
Nunber Imennisad AR ¢ Vo R N OB o8 A% 0 Yods BT
1 | L 1 ]
1 ]
Estimated mid-yonr ! '
population 1945 ' 2,980 A
1 ]
cl Immuniged in 1=
Undor five :ﬂ'ﬂmﬂﬂf oEe e ame Ty -;l s w
Ovar fivo years of ope TEE T TE) waw saw :'-:;]-
L.C.C. School Children -
(Immmnised by City Council's
Hﬂﬂic:‘l E‘tﬂff}-'- LR LA ] L] LE R ] LE R ] 23
634
—_—TT=
Childrepn Schick Tosted in 194%:-
HJL’ﬂti?ﬂs 8w 'R 'R - e 'R - 232
Pﬂﬂiti“as LN L - LI LU L L 3
235
pmo ]

Of children living in lVestminster over ome year and under five years of
age 2t Zlst Decewber, 1945, some 71.5% hol beon immunised. There were no deaths
from diphthorin during the yenr.

HOME NU3S ' 5

The City Council has.an arrangoment with three District Nursing Associations
for the nursing in the homes of childron under five yeors of age suffering from
varlous ailments 2n? for certain conditions in ~2dults. The City Council pay the
Aspociations 2/6d. per visit for this sorvice. During the yeanr the District lurses
rade 796 visits undor this schema.
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IC ASCIET MCE IH

ienticn woa made -in the Annual Derort for last yeor of a scheme formuly
by the City Council for providing velunt-ry nursing snd domcstle nssistonce in
the homes of inhchitonts ihare there v sleknose dus to the ilneidence of
wlumﬁl

Thls schome comtimued in operation througheut the year, the voluntary
mursing nssistmce being provided by mombors of the British Red Cross Soclety and
the 5t. John imbulwnee Bripgade, HNon-mursing nssistonce belnp provided by monmbers
of the omen's Voluntory bﬂrﬁ.nnm

Somc 19 cises wora deelt with under this voluntary scheme Juring the yes

The Oity Couneil fcllowing thu receipt of Clreular 179/44 £rom the
of Honlth docided to set up o echeme for the provision of domestic help for sick
and infirm porsons living in the City who were in need of and wnable to obtain
such npsistance. The illniatry undertaking to relchurse reasq:nable expenditure
incurrcd theraon. o

Difficultics u.arﬁ axpericneed in obtaining suitable women a8 helpers, and
only when the rate of pay offered wne incrensed from 1/6d. =n hour to 2/- hn howr
were the Councll able to emgnge n fow women sufficient to stort t.:-m scheme in -
Karch, 1945 L :

A11 sourcos in touch with hougeholiors neoding nssigstance such os doctors,
distriet nurses, hospitala, the Lsalstaneo Board, ote., were motified of the
faeilities available.

The Council'a Voman Velfare Officer wns ploced in chorge of the schome,
end on recelpt of a request for assistonce, wisite the household In order to a
the degroc of urpency, the nature and oxtont of the nsalstonce neodod and ~llosa
the most suitnfilo helper to” the casa.

4t the on.! of the year nine women helpers were emloyed om ~ part-time
bagle and 55 casca hod reccived agsiatrhce. Those compriscod the aged cnd infirm,
potienta discharged from hosplt?dl nnd un~ble immedlately to rosume thoir house-
hold dutiss, othsra sufforing from such dlashilitles os heart trouble, poralysis,
rhounntold arthritis, blindnoss, dissaminnted sclorosis, influenzn, limb injurics,
ete,

The Council under its Matermity and Child “elfare Bchome clse provides
agsistonce in $h homa <uring conflnomont or where there nre young children and
the mothor Ls dincapneltnted through illness. Difficultics were cxperionecc in
obtaining ﬂuit"blu women Tor° this work. Tws whole=time helnors resigned and
not be replaced anl the part-time assistence of Jomastie helpers was utilised,
Thirty eases received assistance in this woy.

COVERIEEENT EVACU-TIOH SCHEME - RETURH OF CHILOREN FROM
- RESTDANTLAL HURSERIES

During the yoar arranpgements wera mada for the return to thelir homes of
children undor5 yoors of age who had been evacunted to rosidentlal nurseries in
the country under the Govormment'!s ovacuation scheme.

Bafore the l;hil*fr-:m wore roturned, however, the City Council by arrang
with the London County Couneil carrded out investigations through its Health
Vicitors to dotermine whether the parent or guardinn could recelve the child.

Of tha 87 Jestminstor children concerned; 48 were returned to their hemes
Thirty children could not be returned for the roncons that the paronte had sernm
or cculd not nfford to surport the child or from lack of suitable ~ecommodation,
Those children unsble to be returncd to thelr hones rore retained in the Gove
nurserics. In the rem-ining 9 cnses the paronts comld not be triced.
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hs moy well be imcgined the sanltary circumstances for the year 1945,
relates to a very marked dogree in housing conditions = the offect of wor damape
on dwellings mnd the necessary repsire and rectoretion, tho provision of
acditional houses by adnptaticn of the lnrgor housco and the conditions to be
achieved in thom in order to proviie reasonnble stondards of housing. The
Ecnitary Inspectors hiva th-..mf-:ra dolt with the fellowing aspects of the houain,

problam.

(1) Survey ond inspection of anpty properties with o view to requisitioning
540 inspoctions and 207 re-ingrpoetions of proporties.

(2) 2,767 inepections of premises for cortificnti-n of building licences and
ossentinlity certificatos, mostly arising from wer Camage, all in relation
to the provision of houning or business prumises of apecindl character o.g,
catering ostablishnonta.

(3) 8rocind inspections rolating to plans of dradnage and senitary fittings,

For tho first two of these entegorlea the Inspectors wiers organised in
groups a3 the wvork is extensive and requires continuous attention, The
tifficultics nnd delays im tho execution of any work vhere builders' labour and
rntarizls wora roquired during 1945 needs mo emphasis.

voter: The quality and quantity of the waoter sup;lied by tho lietropolity
Loter Boord is 1n anfe honds. e cnaes aroesa of any complodnts in premisesa vhers
drinking wator was dravm from intorvening storaga trnke.

: On the other hand ne fewer thon 101 promises, mogstly large bulldings,
flats, offices, ete., are supplied from private wells. Pericdic exanmination ond .
‘ analysis of smtor from these aources are made, The ormors genorally submit the
raports of their own annlyst. In a few eases confirmatory annlysis nre cbtained
by the City Couneil. During 1945, 81 certificates were submitted by ovmers, all
of them being satisfactory, In o number of instances, prrticularly the clder
well mlp?liun, chlorinntion is in uss mainly as 2 rosult of conditions found
during the war yeara., Ho question of ;lumbo solvency ariscs in the deep well
water ariging from the London Brsin. '

i1 the dwolling houscs in the aren opart from those blocks of flats
suprliod from deep wells dorive their piped suyplics from the Uater Board. All
are provided vwith internal water tans.

The stotic witor tanks in the Clty wore not infroquently a cnuse of
aomplaint ng breeding plecog for mosquitoes, ' Thoy reguired froequent inspeetion
nocesaitating 161 vicits by the Inspectors, but co-oporative mensuras with the
Hotionnl Firce Sorvice kept thls source of infestation under control. Now that
tho tanks have beon ouptied they unfortunataly provide a convonient dump for
voaricties of rubbish -nd arbage, thuo oncouraging rots.
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SHOPS ACT, 1074
Iﬂﬂpﬂﬂﬂm m-'-dﬂ 4 LR R LN - LN ] LE N ] LN sﬁ
Hotices sarved rwe e e waw rEw PEw 5?

FACTORIES D . ORKPLACES

Ho. of visits to Fnetorios nnd Verkplaces ... ... 663
109 Jofects wndor the Publie Honlth dcts wora -
found, . 211 wore remecied without logal
rracaadings,

Vigita tw OQutvorkers! promiscs other than :
factorics Faw TE] o i - wew e l'lls
MOTKDOOMA. BOBBUIPOL | one  whs o gas NAS sed hme oD
Vigits of enquiry re employment of women s aee 24
) tﬂltnl‘ﬂ!kﬂrﬂ -Ew e M?

Rat eomplaints e e e e e sen l,ﬂﬂﬁ
Total nunber of rats ﬂﬁﬂtmrﬂkl e e fea lﬂ’m
Total number of vieits to premises

' re rot infestetion ete. ... ... 2,918

During the year the work of clenring rats from the City contimmed
actively. It is the statutory duty of the ommeor to clear his premises of rats.
Even so the Council resclved some years ago to denl with rats in houses of
the tonemont and industricl type generally free of charge whilas making n
charge for work dome in businoss ond other buildings. In the letter the
occupier haa the cholee of thrae alternatives, to undertaks the work himself,
to emply o rot scrvicing contractor or by defsult to nllow the City Coumecdil
to enter rnd dicinfest,

CATERING EST.BLISHMIMTS

Total .pumbor of Cntering Establishmonts inapeeted ..., 1,601

Humbor of noticos 8erved ...  eee  ove  wus iy 266

I"GE-;"“‘]'- 1ﬂcEGEmES L} LN L LN - 5
Fines: £56.0.04. Césta: £16,15,04d,

Like the roilwnys the intensive war timo use ond cloimant moods of the
public have eaused undue wenr and tenr of premises and equipment, Maintonance
mnd restoration hove been at a minimmm, Good progross has boon mada towards
recovery of penco time standards but inspectiens hava necessarily to be very
detailed to comply with the roquirenente of the Food end Druge ict, Much time
is tokén in coneultation with the proprietors and their builders. The usunl
rostrictive factors of lebour and materials couse delays and mach remains to
be done. Althiough one Inspector 1s giving oll his time to this work it is
becoming clexr that it iz incrensing beyond the eapnseity of one individual.

. Ol AliD SUFERVIS

Samplos. parchesed. for anolyBls. .. ses. . sse  sbs sas 1,825

Visite to premises sav  wew  was  wes D00y
Hoticaes served ces  wed lhee Laww 111
Eﬂ-ﬂplﬂﬂ fmd to be n-dlﬂfrﬂrﬂm Y T TE mam 115
Proseeuticns saw T sea saw 35
Convictions saw e w saa e 31
Fines: Eﬁﬁﬁ-mqﬂd. Cootay £22‘Ei3lﬂdt
LUSFECTION OF ERAT

On the outbrenk of wor the wholesale distribution of meat from the Central
Morket in the Hetropolis wne decentralised.

Various distributing depots ware oponed, ineluding one in Vesciginster
Dadly visite of inspection werc mnde by the Council's Inspoctors to this
depot during the yenr.
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ICE CREAM PREMISES
Promises on Hﬂgiﬂtﬂr ot 313t Dﬂﬂﬁmhﬂr’ 1945-:. e —aw wew 142
PLESERVED MEAT ETC. PIUB(ISES

Promises on Register ot Zlst Decenmber, 1945.¢n  sss  see wee 86
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Licencos izsued wew B san aaw saw L e ;1; 4
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Fremisos Persons
On Register at 3lst December, 1945... dii 83 61
Rﬁgiﬂtﬂrﬂd dﬂring the yoar T e 1 =
Inﬁpﬂﬁtinnﬂ made T T 150 =
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The brovity of these wor time reports with swmmaries of statistics gives
no indication of the rapid developimg.scope and complexity of food mdministea
Before .the war legnl stondards of quality were applicable omly to milk, butter,
margarine ond spirits. Since the Mindstry of Food wns instituted standerds ef
ingredients hnve been applied to an incrensed range of food and drinks as for
example salad eream, mayonnnise, liquid coffee essence, ete, Under Defence
(Ssle of Food) Regulations, 1943, which for the time being supersedes Section 6
of the Food and Drugs let, the correct labelling of articles of food and drink
required. Heavy fines for the offence of "misleading labels" may be imposed.
This partly explains the cnormous increase in amount of the finos in 1945 -
£660.10.0d., ag compared with £46,19,0d, in 1944, the other reason bedng penal
imposed for the illegnl ssale of horseflesh. -

Comploints: 17; Figeons destroyed: 228.
g TION

Rooms: 350.  articles: 65,782, irticles washed: ?P,G'j&.
drticles destroyed; 1,598. Books disinfected: 276, Vehicles: 11.

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION

The City Council decided to resume its pre-war anctivities regarding the |
recording and measuring date of ctmospheric pollution and suthorised the settingy
up of the neccssary apparntus et three sitos in the City for the purpose. One
the Public inalysts has undertaken the onalysis of certain of the gnses and
water, L
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