[Report of the Medical Officer of Health for Westminster, City of].

Contributors

City of Westminster (London, England). County Council.
Shinnie, Andrew J.

Publication/Creation
[1934]

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/b99grpt5

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode







City of Ulestiminster.

REPORT

OF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

FOR THE YEAR

1933

ANDREW J. SHINNIE, M.D., D.P.H. (Loxb.),
Medical Officer of Health and Administrative Tuberculosis Officer

Printed by Order of the Council

LONDON:

HARRISON AND SONS, LTD.
PRINTERS IN ORDINARY TO HIS MAJESTY,
; ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W..2,









m

CONTENTS.

= ——

PAGE
Cﬂﬂﬁtl’l’l‘nm e e aw EET EET Bew saE wEE e "J'I'.

Imﬂunﬂm’ l-.l-l LR L - LA LR L L -l i Ix

Statistics and Social Conditions of the Area 1
Births ... . ean aan eee 5
Deaths ... e 15

Causes of, numpllml b:,r Mmhca] Officer of Health ... ... 11

s 'a »» Registrar General ... 8
Common LmigmgaHuuu _— 22
Distribution of, in Wnrn:ln 16
Infantile Mortality e Py o 16
Stillbirths ... aai 10
Meteorological ... ash wie A e 5
Topulation i " 1
Staff of the Public Health Depart.mmt- 2
Statistics, General and Vital .. 1

Prevalence of, and Control over, Infectious Diseases ... 23
Bacteriological Laboratory ... 33
Cerebro-spinal Fever ... e S i 32
Chicken-pox .. 32
Diarrheea and Enteritis o s S 31
Diphtheria - = - 29

Anti-toxin . v - nn _— i - 30
Schick Test Immunusn.tmn 29
Encephalitis Lethargica sha L iame e el e e e 32
Enteric Fever ... - .
Measles ... i
Mumps ... oo s e
Notifications ... ’
Ophthalmia Neonatorum % 33, 58
Poliomyelitis ... i asn ey 32
Puerperal Fever... ... wa  see  sse cee see see 32
Puerperal Pyrexia ... .. .. e ma 33
Scarlet Fever ... . . ass abd 20
Small-pox and vmnmun ase 24
Tuberculosis ... M
Deaths and non-notified deaths ... 38, igl]
Dispensary Report =
peRﬂtums (Ministry of Hmlth} i
Lutlﬁcatlﬁnﬂ—pnmary G e Sttty TR IR ol H
Tables - 35
Whooping Cough R D g i e I A T 32

General Provision of Health Services in the Area 46
Ambulance facilities ... 48
Ante-natal elinics 52
Ante-natal visiting ... oos e ase =

(9459) A2

- - k] =
4 " 'y W



w

General Provision of Health Services in the Area—(contd.)

Rarlow's Gift ... b
(linics and Treatment Gentm ks
Convalescence ... . - Lo

Coroner's Court and '.&'Inrluary by o

I:I"'I-JII ‘\u!'ﬂtl'f wEE waw - aam sam

Dental Treatment e s

Disinfection
Health Visiting ...
Hospitals
Infant Clinics ... = e
Infant Life Protection e
Insulin Treatment

Laboratory facilities ... ... e e
Maternal Mortality ... asa
Maternity and Child Welfare Centres ...
Maternity and Nursing Homes

Maternity Beds ..
Midwifery Services ...
Midwives, Medical Assistance to ...
Mothereraft i
Milk, supp!} of . . E

Nursing in the Bowh o e
Unmarried Mothers, Homes for

Sanitary Circumstances of the Area...

Atmospheric Pollution
Dogs, Fouling of Footways by
Drainage and Sewerage aee

Ty

waw

sam

mEE

Nuisances

Outworkers s

Pigeons, Nuisance from

Premises and (}mulmtmm—ﬂontmlled by Iﬂul Authnnl.y
Public Cleansing o

Public Swimming B:tths ete.... e owb

Rag Flock Acts i

Rat Repression ... ive | wwe
Refuse Disposal
Rent Acts .
Rock Dr:lls—lh-port o . .
Sanitary Inspection of the Area ...
Factories, Workshops and Wﬂrkpllﬂu

Nuisances—Intimation, St.nrtumr}r Notices, ete.

Smoke Abatement s . e
Water Supply ... S

Housing

Departmental Cumm:ttm on
General Observations .. s ves
Housing Scheme of the Clty Council
Overcrowding ...

Rehousing o

Statistics r-:-qumd by Hlmstry of Henlth
Underground Rooms ... ... ioe

Inspection and Eupnrﬁ:;inn of Food ... -

Artificial Cream Aect, 1920 ... LA A
Condensed Milk Regulations, 1923-1927 ...

FCAGE

5
SuBRERsE35528858288R852 8

.
(=2}

¥

BERREBRISBE S

107

109
113



v

PAGE

Inspection and Supervision of Food—(contd.) .. 107
Dried Milk Regulations, 1923-1927 ... 113
Food and Drugs (Adulteration) Act, 1928 . ; 111
Samples, results of analysis, action takcn ete. ek «e. 112-115

Food, Inspection and Destruction of Gl el 118
Food Poisoning 119
Food Premises ... 117
L.C.C. Schools, Sampling of Milk ... 113

Meat Regulations, 1924 ad 117

Merchandise Marks Act, lﬂ"’ﬁ and the Agucultura! “Produce
(Grading and Marking) Act, 1928

Milk and Dairics Amendment Act, 1922 110
Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Act. 1918 ... i k1 109
Milk and Dairies Order, 1926 110
Milk Samples ... 111
Pharmacy and l‘msuus A-:,t 1933 ... e R " 108
Preservatives in Food Regulations, 19‘.5-192? 113
Testaurants and other Fum.l. Premises 117
Spirit Samples ... avn . wwe oss wae — 116
Street Trading ... 116



VI . .
Public 1lealth and Maternity and Child Welfare Committee.
Mayor : Councillor F. G. Rudler, J.P.

Deputy Mayor : Councillor The Rev. E. St. G. Schomberg, M.A.

Nork.—The Mayor and Deputy Mayor are Members ex officio of all
Committees and Sub-Committees, with the exception of the Assessment
Committee and Barlow’s Gift Special Committee.

Chairman :

Councillor F. R. Ridley, J.P.

Vice-Chairman ;

Councillor G. F. Jerdein.

Members :

(‘ouncillor Capt. J. F. C. Bennett.

* (Councillor T. C. Claxton.
Alderman Capt. J. C. Dalton, D.L., J.P,LC.C.
Councillor G. H. Heilbuth.

s et Mrs. Alderson Horne.
o E. H. Keeling.
¥ e Lieut.-Colonel W. Merrick.
LT Mrs. F. M. Odone.
T The Rev. Jocelyn Perkins, M.A., D.C.L., F.8.A.
¥

- A. Sargeant.

* A. E. Townsend.

t ,  H.8. E. Vanderpant.

= The Hon. Mrs. Douglas Vickers, J.P.

MaterN1TY AND CHILD WELFARE SuB-COMMITTEE.

Members of the Council :

Councillor Mrs. Alderson Horne. Councillor A. G. Townsend.

b Mrs, F. M. Odone. ,, H. S. E. Vanderpant.

» A, Sargeant, ., The Hon. Mrs. Douglas

Vickers, J.P.
Co-opted Members :

Dalton, Mrs. J. C. :
Haldune, Miss E. 8. (City of Westminster Health Society).
Rl.“"“““"s Mrs. M. (Westminster Labour Party). ¥y
Wyatt, Mrs. A. E. (Women’s Co-operative Guild, Westminster Branch).

e S—

t Chairman of Expenditure Sub-Committee.
* Members of

"” ”









1X

Annual Report on the Health and Sanitary
Condition of the City of Westminster.

19383.

Mg. Mavor, My Lorps, Lapies axp GENTLEMEN,
I have the honour to present my Annual Report for the year 1933.

It is an ordinary report as required by the Minister of Health in
Circular 1346. Only in the five yearly, or survey reports, does the Minister
require the fullest information. In ordinary reports, developments,
alterations or extensions of services are expected to be commented upon
in detail, but other items, unless the subject of special reports by the
Medical Officer of Health may be discussed briefly.

Vital Statistics.
The birth rate again makes a record, the lowest known in Westminster,
8-7. The death rate is 12-4. The reduced incidence of, and death rate

from Tuberculosis, forms an important indication of the health of the
community.

Although unemployment, fortunately now decreasing, was prevalent
in the early part of the year, there appears to be no evidence that the
health of the people has been seriously prejudiced. In this connection
the observations from the Maternity and Child Welfare Centres on page 70
(a new feature in this report) are interesting.

Infectious Disease.

An increase in the incidence of Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria is noted.
This occurred mainly in the autumn. There were some grounds for
assuming a higher infectivity in the case of Scarlet Fever.

Only one case of Smallpox, and that of the minor type, was reported.
The number of primary vaccinations performed in children continues t0
show a creditable percéntage in relation to total births, over 60 per cent.

Housing.
This subject has taken even a more prominent place in the work of the

department. The policy adopted by the City Council which, in some
measure, anticipated the Minister’s Circular on slum clearance programmes
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receives somewhat full comment. At the time of writing a detailed housing
survey of the City is in progress, which, it is hoped, will be completed by
June, 1935. An augmented staff of five additional temporary sanitary
inspectors and five temporary clerks are engaged on the work, and up to
date over 1,000 working class houses have been inspected in great detail,
and recorded. By this means accurate data as to sanitary conditions,
overcrowding and illegal occupation will be available relating to working
class dwellings throughout the entire City. Many of these houses are
ordinarily the subject of inspection on account of infectious disease
notifications, nuisances and other conditions as they arise. But with the
normal stafl it is not possible to make routine house to house inspection on
a scale adequate to provide information on which to assess the housing
needs of the City as a whole.

The question of the occupation of underground rooms is dealt with at
some length, and the council’s policy in regard to them is discussed. From
an examination of the facts and figures submitted in this report, it will
be deduced that housing conditions in the City are undergoing uninter-
rupted improvement. With the proposed new estate adjoining Ebury
Bridge estate, the Council in the near future will have 1,676 dwellings
under its own management. Two rather striking aerial photographs of

the two most recently built housing estates are included in the housing
section.

Plans of Sanitary Work in New and Old Buildings.

The number 926G submitted is the highest since the Department under-
took the supervision of drainage work in 1912, Thisis surely an indication
of a revival in trade, and implies increasing employment in the building
and associated trades. In the boom year, 1920, plans amounted to 602.

Maternity and Child Welfare.

Infant mortality is two points higher, mainly because of the reduced
number of births on which the calculation is made. The actual number of
infant deaths is lower. In 1903 there were 3,185 births and 370 infant
deaths; a rate of 116 per 1,000 births. In 1933 there were only 1,099
births, and 75 infant deaths, giving a rate of 68 per 1,000 births. Pre-
maturity remains the predominant cause of death in infants under 1 year.
This and the high proportion of stillbirths are cirumstances which cannot
be viewed with satisfaction. So far there is no available evidence su ggestive
of belated and ill-considered attempts at birth control.

Maternal mortality.—There were five cases, as last year, including
one from Puerperal Fever; three were married women. Attention is
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drawn to the proposed scheme for providing expert medical assistance
both to medical practitioners and to midwives when attending difficult
or abnormal cases of midwifery.

Dutics transferred from the London County Council.

On 1st April, under the Transfer of Powers Order, 1933, the super-
vision of common lodging houses and the administration of the law
governing the care of foster children with the guardianship of children
ad litem became duties of the Public Health Department.

Atmospheric Pollution.

Attention is drawn to a chart showing the results of sulphur gas
estimation devised by two members of the staff.

Coroner's Court and Mortuary.

_ A description of the alterations and changes which have transformed
these premises and brought them up-to-date is given. Two photographs
are shown. This public health service may now be considered one of the
best organised of its kind in the country.

Foods and Drugs.

The quality of milk has shown a falling off for the first time in many
years. This was mainly due to the very dry season. The percentage of
adulterated samples, however, remains low, only 1-2. Mr. Richards, the
Senior Public Analyst, resigned his post at the end of the year owing to
failing health. Mr. F. W. Edwards, F.LC., his chief assistant, had been
acting temporarily for him in the autumn, and was appointed to succeed
him. Mr. Richards had been public analyst for 40 years, first to the
St. Martin’s Vestry and afterwards to the City Council. Expressions of
sincere regret at the cause of his retirement are recorded in Minutes of the
Council ; likewise appreciation of his eminent services as an analyst,
of his work on government committees and in other spheres in connection
with the quality of food and legislation relating to food and drugs.

Dr. H. W. Doll, Public Vaccinator for the district of Belgrave and
Knightsbridge, resigned on retiring from practice in December, and
Dr. Albert Cope, Public Vaccinator for St. Margaret and St. John, and
lecturer on vaccination at Westminster and St. Thomas’ Hospitals,
was appointed in his stead.

Among changes at the Coroner’s Court premises was the appointment
of Mr. H. R. Ford, late Chief Petty Officer, R.N., as Superintendent. It
was considered that the discharge of the responsibilities at these premises



was consistent with a staff appointment. The post of Superintendent
was accordingly created. The part-time services of a trained nurse were
also engaged for rendering the last offices in the case of females,

During the year G0 reports, both routine and special, were submitted
by me to Committees of the Council. The corrcspundence of the Depart-
ment included 11,043 incoming communications and 10,997 outgoing.

In conclusion, I would express my sincere thanks to the Public Health
Committee, its past Chairman, Councillor Mrs. F. M. Odone, and to the
present Chairman, Councillor F. R. Ridley, Esq., J.P., for much personal
kindness, helpfulness and invariable consideration. The staff deserve
commendation and appreciation for their work in the various branches
of the Department.

I have the honour to be,
Your obedient Servant.

ANDREW J. SHINNIE,
July, 1934,



SUMMARY OF PARTICULARS REQUIRED BY THE MINISTRY
OF HEALTH.

STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

Area (acres)—2,502-7,

Population (Census 1931)—129,579. (Corrected figure).
Population, June, 1933 (Registrar General’s Estimate)—126,300,
Number of Inhabited Houses (1931)—22,536.

Rateable value—£11,140,000.(March, 1934).

~ Sum represented by a penny rate— £42,380.

Extracrs FroM ViTan StTaTisTicS FOR THE YEAR.

Total. Males. Females.
Live Births—
Legitimate .. = it 970 467 503
Illegitimate .. o A 129 58 71

Birth-rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident population—8-7.
Stillbirths—38. Rate per 1,000 total births—34.

Deaths—1,573. Death-rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident popu-
Jation—12-4.

Deaths from puerperal causes :—

Rate ger 1,000
Deaths. total births.
Puerperal sepsis ¥ i 2 1-8
Other puerperal causes i 3 27
Total .. s 0 e 5 4-D

Death-rate of infants under one year of age :—
All infants per 1,000 live births .. e = s 68
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live births .. 556
Hlegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births ..  162-7

Deaths from measles (all ages).. 5 . Ta o 2
A whooping cough (all ages) P o A 6
= diarrheea (under 2 years of age) e W 11

Other particulars asked for are given in the body of the Report,
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The following are the Public Health Officers of the City Council.
nder the Local Government Act, 1929, the Ministry no longer con-
sibute 50 per cent. of salaries of officers engaged in tuberculosis and
maternity and child welfare. This discontinued contribution is included
. the caleulation of the General Exchequer Grant payable to the
Council under the Act. The L.C.C., however, still contribute a percentage
grant to tuberculosis services. Those whose services are part time are

signified thus: .

STAFF OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.

Aedical Officer of Health and Administrative Tuberculosis Officer :
AxpREW J. SHINKIE ... b « MD., D.P.H, &c

Assistant Medical Officers :

Iax 8. TuoMsoN i ..« M.A,MD,DPH
(Tuberculosis Officer and Asst.
Medical Officer of Health.)
*Etner M. VERNON ...
(Maternity and Child Welfare.)
*A. D. C. Bell ... ... M.A,, M.B,, B.Ch., M.R.C.P.
(Maternity and Child Welfare.)

.+ M.D, BB

Obstetric Consultant:
*AuRREY GOODWIN . - ... 0.B.E,M.D., F.R.CS.

Westminster ITospital Laboratories.

*R. J. V. Pulvertait, M.B., B.Ch. Bacteriologist to the Hospital.
(Cantab.), M.R.C.P., &e.

Public Vaccinators :
Mayfair District ... *Kenneth R. Hay, M.B., 0.B.E., 47, Hill St.,
Berkeley Square, W.1.

Belgrave and Knightsbridge District ... *Henry W. Doll, M.R.CS., L.RC.P, 42,
Montpelier Square, S.W.7.

Westminster (St. Margaret and St. *Albert E. Cope, M.D., 66, Belgrave Road,

John) District, S.W.1.
\‘l.‘ﬁtsmi:mter (St. Anne and St. James) ) *Henry A. M. Whitby, M.R.C.S LR.C.P
e .M. M.R.CS,,LLRC.P.,
Strand Distrioh ... i’ uee L s } §, Goont Mnsibomsaph Soipeh Word

Vaccination ﬂl-'l'lr.:sn
James H. Lowe.

Dental Clinic :

*T, Stewant Tarr ... e ... LD.S, R.CS., Edin.
*F.J. Gorpox (Anmsthetist) ... MR.CS,LRCPE.
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Public Analysts :

P. A. Eunis Ricuarps I_'r:-mgne:l
31/12/33) . e T . ¥ i

-y \Ir.-L.tmu..m ... ACGFC,F.IC
*F. W. Epwarops (appointed 1/1/34) F.1.C.

Senior Sanitary Inspector :

Jous SANDERSON ... .. .. RSIL, San. Se. Cert., Gold Medalist,
Carpenters’ Company.

Sanitary Inspectors:

M.CixtoR . .. ... S.LE.B., Meat Cert., R.S.L.
W. J. Davies (Sampling Diﬁl:er] .« BS.LE.B., Meat and Food Cert.
C..J. Dee - e ws ses S.LEBRB, RS.I, Meat and Food Cert.

W. L. FrExcH 1A . B.LE.DB. RS.I., Meat and Food Cert.
F.JHawr .. el .. S.LEB

H. R. Haroy ... ... R.B.L, ML San. Eng.

T. H. Jacksox ws. e BLER

C. Rarcuirr ... are «+ S.LE.B., Meat and Food Cert.

F. E. Siopre ... : S.I.LE.B., Meat Cert., R.S.L

W. G. J. Surrox {Sﬁmplmg ﬂ'lTI}HT} S.1LE.B., Meat and Food Cert.

H.E Wit ... - £ ... S.LE.B., RSI1, Meat and Food Cert.,

Dipl. Inst. of Hygiene. _

‘Miss C. Hugnespox ... .. B.LE.B., R.8.I, Health Visitor's Certifi-
cate, Certified Midwife, Dipl. Nat.
Health Soe.

Health Visitors :

Miss A, SaxDERs S .« Health Visitor's Certificats,

Miss J. G. ALEXANDER... . Health Visitor's Certificate, Certified
Midwife, State Registered Nurse.

Miss D, H. M. Warpixa .« DBoard of Education Health Visitor's
Diploma, S.LE.B., National Health

Society's Diploma, Nursing.

mﬂ-ﬂ Hﬂwm ET‘.“ wew EEE T Nﬂﬁ-ﬂl‘lﬁ-! H‘Eﬂlt‘h Eﬂﬂietr'ﬂ Dip]ﬂm&,
Nursing, S.LE.B.

Miss M. M. Scorr ... Health Visitor's Certificate, Certified

Midwife, Board of Education Health
Visitor’s Diploma, 8.L.E.B.
Miss H. BrLick ..: ', . ... Health Visitor's Certificate, Certified
. Midwife, Board of Education Health
. Visitor's Diploma.
Miss P. L. Lurr e Wt w. Certified Midwife, Board of Education
Health Visitor’s Diploma, S.L.E.B.
Miss E. M. Cratqiz ... i w. Certified Midwife, Health Visitor's
Certificate, State Registered Nurse,

Mothercraft Training Certificate, Oph-
thalmic Nursing Certificate.

*Mns. R. Coremax (Instructor Royal Red Cross Certificate, 1st Cl, and
in Mothercraft at Centres) Gold Medal,
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Clerical Staff :
Artvr Wise (Chief Clerk). -
A. J. Maxuoob, 8. G. Bexxerr, S.LE.B., Meat and Food

Cert.
F. W. LaxE. : F. E. Norwoob.
W, JENKINS, Miss M. MacFarLaxe (Tuberculosis Dis-
\ pensary).
Coroner's Court and Mortuary,
Superintendent.
A. R. Forp (Late Chief Petty Officer, R.N. Sick Berth Staff).

R. WatLi¥eé ... ... .. .. Mortuary Keeper.

A. W, Nicnorrs sss wee e Assistant Mortuary Keeper.

*Miss S, GARDINER ... ... ... Nurse Attendant. State Rogistered Nurse,

Disinfecting Staff.
8. C. Wesr, Foreman Disinfector.
W. SarTERY, Engineer (retired 25.3.33),
J. Arrixs, Disinfector,
P. W, Arrwater, Disinfector.
N. Hearucote, Disinfector and Rat Officer.
A. B. Horraxp, Disinfector.,
J. R. Doyrg, Motor Driver.
A. T. Srewanrp, Assistant to Inspectors.
W. H. Surrn, Messenger. i

Female Caretakers, Attendants, ete.

Disinfecting Station—Mrs. FAULEXER.
Maternity and Child Welfare Centre—

Ebury Bridge—Mnrs. WHITTLESEA,

15, Bessborough Street ;—Mgs. NicnoLLs.

Marshall Street—Mnrs, RATcLIFFE.

Tuberculosis Dispensary—Mzs. CrowLEY.

Coroner’s Court—Miss Martes, Miss HAMILTON.

In addition to the above, the following are the staff of the City of Westminster
Health Society, a voluntary Maternity and Child Welfare organisation working in
close operation with the City Council,

Medical Officers :
*The Hon. Mgs. N, Ouivier Ricuarps M.D., M.R.C.P., Maternity and Child
. Welfare.
*Wisirrep M. Grax ... s« M.D. (Lond.), M.B., B.S. (Ante-natal
Clinic).
Health Visitors :
Miss CaLraGHAN (Supt., Centre) ... Health Visitor's Certificate, Cert. Domestic
Economy, &e.
Miss PDNcHER ... ... .o« Health Visitor's Certificate, Dipl. National
Health Society.
P ... Health Visitor's Certificate and Certificated
: Midwife.
Miss Cross e Certificated Midwife.
(With assistants, paid and voluntary, holding Health Visitor's Certificates
and nursing experience, )

Mes. STeFrENs (Mothercraft Classes),

Miss Reep ... i
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METEOROLOGICAL,

The following note is extracted from a letter to The Times on January
Ist, 1934, by Mr. F. Yates, of the Rothamsted Experimental Siutinn',
Harpenden, Herts. Mr. Yates, commenting on the weather of 1033, called
it a year of optimism, a natural concomitant of the nationsil mood, It
was a year of favourable and kindly weather, bountiful in sunshine hut
too grudging in rainfall. Wheat crops were phenomenally good and
livestock flourished except where water supplies had become too scarce,
Only in March did rainfall exceed the average and in Scptember did it
reach average. Only twice in the records of the station has the annual
rainfall been less, namely, in 1864 and 1921. August and December were
the two driest months. The last quarter of the year, with 3-49 inches,
the driest since 1879, foretold an unhappy angury for water supplies
in 1934, As regards sunshine, March was outstanding, 689 per cent.
above average, while the whole year had 15-1 per cent. more than
normal ; no less than 50 days had more than 10 hours of sunshine,
The temperature throughout the year was above average, although
January and December were colder than usual. The mean temperature,
32:9° F. in December, provided a fortnight’s skating—not a very
common feature at this time of year,

Birrus.

The births registered in Westminster during 1933 numbered 1,610,
but of these the homes of 962 were in other districts, 15 were either
registered under the Legitimacy Act or were ré-registrations, and have
therefore to be deducted from the total. There were, however, 466
children belonging to Westminster parents born in institutions outside
the City, and these must be added. This gives a net total of 1,009, which
is 53 less than the similar figure for 1932, The Birth Rate of 8-7 is the
lowest ever recorded in the City of Westminster, where a pronounced
decline has been proceeding ever since 1921,

Women whose homes are outside the City continue, in increasing
numbers, to avail themselves of the facilities for confinement which the
large general hospitals in the City offer. The number in 1919-—mnostly
women whose home address was within easy reach of the hospital,
although in some neighbouring borough—was only 98. This figure has
risen to 962 in 1933, and includes not only women from the various
metropolitan boroughs but also from the counties around Fondon. The
natural inference is that women dislike having their babies in their own
homes.

(9489) B
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The comparative net totals of the registered births for the last three
years are i— ;

1931. 1932, 1933,
Legitimate. Legitimate. Legitimate.
Males .- 515 535 467
Fe ma'lu PET 548 485 503
Illegitimate. Illegitimate. Hlegitimate.

Males ... e 70 70 08

Females .... o e 78 62 71

1,211 , 1,152 1,099

TaBLE I,
Births Registered. Births Notified.
Born out "
In West- | Belong g Still-
minsier, | clsewhere. ?:i.i:‘;:::‘ Net. Total. Alive. born.

1913 ... 1,992 35 276 2,233 1,462 1,424 a8
1914 ... 1,860 15 312 2,167 1,386 1,347 39
1915 ... 1,721 71 329 1,979 1,292 1,250 o4
1916 ... 1,643 175 342 1,810 1,330 1,288 42
1017 ... 1,325 150 378 1,544 1,020 085 35
1918 ... 1,138 146 458 1,450 a1l 858 23
1916 ... 1,210 a8 | 480 1,502 - 1,004 077 27
1920 ... 1,731 50 G18 2 930 1,327 1,289 s
1921 ... 1,418 T8 579 1,919 1,049 1,032 ¥
1922 . 1,347 81 620 1,805 1,040 1,020 a6
1923 ... 1,361 194 G585 1,762 1,045 1,016 29
1924 ... 1,447 344 621 1,624 1,250 1,214 {3}
1926 ... 1,519 481 497 1,635 1,435 1,385 50
1926 ... 1,635 500 571 1,606 1,402 1,355 47
1927 .. 1,375 552 (20) 5706 1,399 1,205 1,169 a6
1928 ... 1,471 43 (23) 542 1,370 1,404 1,362 42
1929 ... 1,677 758 (T) H38 1,367 1,632 1,474 08
1930 ... 1,689 859 (16)| 538 1,368 1,653 1,507 56
1931 ...| 1,640 942 (21)| 513 1,211 | 1,589 1,536 53
1932 | 1,608 0954 (12)) 498 1,152 1,594 1,538 56
1933 .| 1,610 977 {Eﬁ}! 406 1,000 1,615 1,559 56

The numbers in brackets are registrations under the Legitimacy Act, and cannot be
classified as births.
The above table brings to light a disquieting feature regarding stillbirths
which should merit investigation. In 1922 the rate per 1,000 total
registered births was 19'3, whereas in 1933 the figure had risen to
347 per 1,000,

The legitimate and illegitimate births are distributed as follows :—

TasLe II.

Legitimate.
Malee o et T - WS T AN
Females... .. .. 729 — 43 4 179 = 503

1,456¢ — 848 4+ 364 = 970




Males

EEE

Females ...

7

Mlegitimate,

{

7 — 61
TREA (R
156 — 120 4+

+

= 58
= "7

= 129

The legitimate births show a decrease of 50 and the -illegitimate 4
decrease of 3 on the figures of 1932, '

As shown in Table I, 1,615 notifications of births were received by

the Department for 1933 as compared with 1,594 in 1932,

Of the total

of notifications, 580 were sent by midwives, of whom 30 were practising
in the City during 1933,

The following Table shows the number of male and female children
born since 1917, and those who did not survive the first year of life, with
the number of the surviving children at the end of the first year of life :—

TasrLe ILI.
2 Number of Deaths Number remnining at
Number Born. under 1 year end of year, s
Boys. Girls. Doys. Girls. Boys. Girls,
1917 i 756 T88 04 G4 662 724
1918 B3 v T80 G370 51 G 703 GO
1019 i . 786 814 74 (7% ] 712 Tal
1920 sk a 1,117 1,149 104 63 1,013 1,086
1921 = - 001 023 o1 63 090 565
1922 - - 045 057 3 a6 877 21
1923 - s 014 LEE 11 a8 870 BOG
1924 = = 847 T=0 58 35 789 42
1928 .. 53 783 752 57 19 76 703
1926 =)y e 797 S0 48 45 749 rLil|
1927 L) g 712 687 %] 44 L G143
1928 = i 722 Gids 47 33 7o 615
1929 e = G858 (1] b7 48 Gal 621
1930 o = G046 672 48 33 G48 G390
1931 = H85 G26 a0 41 535 585
1632 - GO5 H47 41 35 bl 512
1933 525 574 49 26 456 548
" Tor each 1,000 girls born, there were in—

1916 . 985 boys. 1925 P 1,041 boys

1917 B 914 boys. 19 085 boys.

1918 1,177 boys. 1927 g 1,036 boys.

1919 .. 9653 boys. 188 .. 1,114 boys,

1990 .. 972 boys. 1008 .. 1,028 boys.

1921 1,067 bovsa. 1930 I.ﬁ-‘.!."} boys,

1922 087 boys. 1031 £ 934 boys.

1923 1,082 boys. 1932 .. 1,106 bays.

1924 1,086 boys. 1933 i 914 boys.

n2

(9459)
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Dearns.

The following tables are supplied by the Registrar General at
t]u, request of the Ministry of Health :—
wses of Death at different Periods of Life in the Mefmpdﬂan B:;-raugﬁ

of Westminster, 1933,

N,

]

Cavses oF DEATH, Sex. E _,:q‘i'- liﬂ 1—|2— | 65— 1;—}25—-}35-‘&%&5—‘%— 75—
- I _

AL CAUSES . M. | 879 |49 | 4| 7| 8233950123 208 |106 | 172

F. ins | 26 ! i b ] 4| 16|25 | 43 | 79 |117 |147 | 226

1. T_!,:phlliﬂ anil jrniin- M. 1 ] i e e l|— | == =] —

typhioid feyors F. — S RSN S Ol W TR B S ety e Bl | LY

2, Measles i‘t- 3| — 1 1 l | =] =] =] =] = ==

3. Searlet fover M. o | () SRR, S ) M R NG, R LSS BN RER [

F.. 2 —— —_— - —_ —_— —_— —_— 2 — e Pl

& Whooping-0otih - | M- Y | O P Oy P e TR R s

oo ping-eong = 4 el 0 ore = b g b e ey i

5. Diphtheria M.| —|—=l—|—=|—=|—|—]|—|=]|—|—|—

I, 1| — — 1| =] =] =] === =] =

s Tnfloents i el sl=]=I=1=l231s] alnkiEkis

r, 29 1| —]|—1—1]1 11 2] 4] 1. 31 11

7. Encephalilia 1_!:- 1 " —_— o — 1| — || =] === =

let 'n-gu.u F. = =1=1=1l=|=1=l=|=|=|—=]—

8. Cerebro- ﬂplnnl l-!- i sl ol =% 1 —_— = =] =] —

fever F. T e (R R B R SRS TR e s

9, Tuberculozis of AL G || — | —| =— 1 7116 |12 |14 | 11 (i a

respiratory system | F. 22 el T i 1| 4| 7| 7| —]| 1| 21—

19. O*her tuberpcilous | M. Sl =l =]=]=] 2| ¥ =] 1] 2| =]

ll-l S}rphﬂiﬂ T ] 5 1‘[. ]ﬂ' 2 —— I— —— — - = 4 3 — l

F. 2 BT e e | e | | e | et e el

12, General paialysis | AL o | [y SN S IR e R e L [P S
of the insaneg,

tlbl:ﬁ I.III| ﬁlﬁll“ FI 2 —— — == - —— — l —— ; l — —

13. Caneer, mnlignum M., Nij|—|—|—|—1] 2] 2| 1|18|40 | 34| 20

disease F. Ml —]|—1—]—=]11]1 3| s|20|n|s]| 21

14, Disbetes s s | | Bl —|—|=|=]=]|=|—] 3] 8] 1} 1

F. ) EE AT S e (o B T R W e

15. Cerebral M. Bl—]—|—=]=]|—=]— 4|12 8 8

hamorhags, ete, | F. il —3 —]-mlie] $T=ilng s 81 L2

16. Heart discnse il =T= T IT=1{ 111l

| F. 183 “ — ] —=|—=]=1!3 1 G|14 |23 | 49| 88

17. Aneurysm .., | M. a“~ R ol oy ) S Ry I T

F. 4l —l—l—=1=l=l=Il=11j1] 1] 1




9
Al || IR P Eh TR R LA
Cavses oF DEATH. HEX, Ages !0—- 11— 2— 5= |5~ 35— 35— 45— 55— (i3 —|75—
: |
18. Other circulatory | M. T | R (S, e CSNAN o b e b R T N R
diseases F. 3 pe gy (el 1 Ty By B T AR R
19. Bronchitis cug & A 25 l{—=]—=|—=]—=]—| 21 3|12] 7
F. g | PR e, e U S ) B R &
20. Pneumonia (all M. st U 2l )=l =T =1 1" 0Tl ol
forms) | F. Sl sl 11111 <=Fi1L 5] 2{10] ¢l.%
21. Other respiratory | M. "R 1T ) W e 1 R T O e
diseases F. B | R DR RIS | O S PR el N W W
22, Pepticuloer .. |M. | 18| —]|— Al el et st s
F. 0] —| —] =] =} —=|=— 1 1 4| 4| —
. 23, Diartheea, ete. ... | M. T O I (RO T ey i R
F. W Feadlas Vs el ol A e | EiES
24, Appendicitis ... | M. T g e el R e e T e R
" F. 4 || —| — 1 —l — 1 1 : I e |
25. Cirrhosis of liver .... | M. bl =)= =|=lw=]=]=] 1] 2] 1]|==
F. tll—=l—=l=l—]— — 2] 2|=|—=
2G. Other diseases of | M. 2ll—]—1—|— I — | === 1= 1
liver, ete. F. Tl =] =] —] = | — | — 1 1 1| 2 9
7. iker  dimsciive [0 | 30 ElsEl=t={"al e] #l 5] 1 [ 2=
diseases F. 18 Rt Bes gl —1 1| —] 1] 3| 4] 61 1
28, Acute and chronic | M. Bl oY e R B &) B
nephritis F. R el ot Fl ] 81 00
2“- PI-IEI.P:HI mmh mamm F! I — e o e i —_— 1 — — e — -
30. Other puerperal | F. O L s | AR el [ B R [ ) g G PR
CAUSCE
31. Congenital  debi- | M. Ml T L] s el =] — | =
lity, premature
birth, malforma-
tions, ete. F. BN 1 — = =] == ==
32, Senility ... M. =] [ R g T B S
“ F. e (B _i ...j L R PR SR R [
33. Suicide M. 2 —|—|—|—| 2| 4| 5 g li 3 3
il (BN S et sch S et s =
94 Other viobecon: . Mol 8l sl=) 2] s} ad 3l £|w)| 8|5 :
7T [T BT e e e iy e R e T
o e F. gl Vit ar=i= L aloEt el 6]
36. Causes ill-defined, | My — O RS REATY (SR Pt ety (] RURR PR I =
or unknown F. - “ e B o L Gl el B AR [t PR (e
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Still-births — 56 still-born children were notified during the year.
Under the Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1926, which came into
force on 1st July, 1927, all still-births must be registered.

Stillbirths  Inward  Outward  Allocated to
Registered. Transfers. Transfera.  Westminster.

Total Legitimate and [Males.... ... 40 8 25 23
Illegitimate Females ... 24 a9 18 15
.. Males.... ... L 2 2 2
Hlegitimate .... e e TR 3 n 3

A statement showing the number of cases of certain infectious diseases
in the above-named area during the 52 weeks ended 31st December, -

1933 :—

- d —
wamterot | & |oo| 8 14|88 [3a] 4
: Cases of = |BE| % | 5E z EIEEB| 3
Westminster, City Infectious 5 2 = =2 | g~ | 82 E'
of, Met. B. Diseases w 5 -~ | = F ™ -
Notified
(Civilians). — | 358 | 150 9 11 4 54

(The case rates of these diseases for England and Wales per 1,000 living are respectively
as follows :—Smallpox, 0-02 ; scarlet fever, 3-21 ; diphtheria, 1-18; enteric fever, 0-04;
puerperal pyrexia, 0-14; puerperal fever, 0-05; and erysipelas, 0-45.) The corres-
ponding rates for Westminster are: -007; 2-8; 1-1; 004; 0-15; 0.05 and 0.41.

The preceding death table and the figures in respect of registered
still-births are those supplied by the - Registrar General and in-
serted at the request of the Ministry of Health. Neither the
statistics relating to deaths, nor those relating to infectious disease,
correspond closely to the figures compiled by the Medical Officer of
Health. In the former case a different system of tabulation is employed,
while in the latter allowance is made for cases cancelled because of
revised diagnosis. 35 cases of Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever were
lischarged from hospital owing to incorrect diagnosis during 1933.
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AUSES OF DEATH. e | s - o | E i <} 3 & = ;
¥ & | B2 ]
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: - | B sta|l #ele]|lasl8 5 g 5 j
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Loe. ataxin and general " | I
X OIS G B SR RS B B A T PR B NG B TR S e | S (P ' e A W )
Other diecases of nervous i
system .. i - 16 1 —_ | = 2 1 1 9 2| - 1| — 3 B|l—=} 3| 1] =12 1|1 1|=|=
Valvular dizeases of heart .. T === —| = | = 4 3j—)1—] 1 1 21 1 glm | = ||| = |
Other cireulntory diseases .. | 210 | — | — 1| — 1 5| 77 135 ) — |26 4| 18 |44 |16 | 57 | 4 T 1% 8] ¥] B9 ¥ gt
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Other respiratory disenses .. ny —| —=|—|—=|=—{1| 6| 6)—| 2|=|=—=13|—| 4|1 1 | === = |—] =
Alsoholism .. 4o o] Bl = | == =] =| 8] 2|=J=] 1 |{=|=] 1] 1] 2]l=]=|=|=|=]=|=|=
Cirrhosis of liver .. iy 4| — | —|—= = | = | = 2 2l— | 2| =] =|=|=—=|=|=] =] 1|=|=| = =
Appendicitis and typhlitis.. [ 6| — | — | = = | =] 3] 2| 1f=| 2|=| = [ 2|=|1|=]| = |=[2|2|=|=]=
05?:1‘ igestive disenses .. Bl — | —|—|—|~—~]| 6] @ N ])—| 3| 1| 2|10| 2] 5| 1 1 [—|—|—=| 1 |=—
- Bright’s disense, &c. i B — | — =] — 1| 3|16 |10 —| 4|—| 2| 6| 2({16| 1| — | 2| 1j—]| 1| 8} =
Oyutlhie, 88, <2 - cxs. 0 ar | O =it fav it | P =l BT T 5108 Hiel e Lol [ LSl ST
Deaths by aceident or i
ligence. . . £ 49 5| — 2 2 4 8| 19 9{—| 6] 1 2111 1(11] 2 1 |—|1| 1 8|=| 9
Dﬂt by suicide and :
murder .. Y5 K Wl = | = | =] = 2| 9|18 | 7] —|3]| 1| 2| 9| 3] 4] 1| — (L] B|=] 4| 1| 4
Other defined disenses .. 9 — =] 1| =]1] 8| 2]=|"1|=] 2] 1l)—| 4] =] = |=|=|=!|=|=—] 1
Diseases, ill defined or | i
unknown .. e Kk et (ot Bl (B el Bl BB R B (ol (et B B e e ) R e o e B N 2 [P
: e E b R = g
; f L R _I_=-,—
All causes .. «s | 878 40 4| T 8| 22|89 | 331 368 5|80 19| 67 212 |30 235 |28 | 15 |20 31120 41 32 28
3 | | |
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(4] uea.m of nervous :
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Va nhrdlmn!hmi 8 —_ == =] == 4| 4= =1=1! ]| 2] 1 A lj—f=|1]=]= 1
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Bronchitis ... fod - 84 —| =] 1 _— = 1 12({70 ]| —| 4 1 713 3|27 2 1l1|6j=] 2|={f—
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Other respiratory dim 2 —_ == =] == = == === 2|=]| —m|=|=|=|=|—]|—
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1,670 deaths were registered in the City during 1933,  After
deducting 934 deaths of non-citizens in public institutions, ete., in
the City, and adding those of 837 citizens who died in other districts,
the corrected total is 1,573, as compared with 1,557 in 1932, and is
equivalent to an annual rate of 12'4 per 1,000 persons compared
with 12-3 last year.

The London death-rate for 1933 was 12-2 and for England and
Wales, 12-3. '

The number of deaths and the death-rates per 1,000 for the past
fifteen years are shown below :—

Tasie V. (From 1919 to 1933.) '

| EERE s
Year, Number ¢of Deaths. W uaﬂ:;:umr London Rate,
1919 _. ps 3 _ = 1,819 14-2 13-4
1920 ... i 3 1,600 10+9 124
1921 ... S s 1,623 11+5 12-4
T Rl g 1,706 12-9 13-4
1923 .. Sk 1,493 10-6 11-2
T R S e 1,605 11-8 121
1928 ... b 1,728 12-3 11-7
1926 ... ol i e 1,608 11-6 11-6
1027 .. z A 1,682 12-3 11-9
L e . 1,497 11:5 11-6
1929 ... Al ol 1.875 14-8 13-8
1930 ... L it 1,478 ]2.2 11-4
1931 ... i 3 e o 1,609 13-9 12-4
L R e 1,557 12-3 123
R L A R e 1,573 124 122
* Corrccted rate,
The deaths of males were 878, females 695.
TasLe VI.
This table shows the total deaths distributed among age periods :—
Under| 1to | 2to | 5to | 15t | 25¢t0 | 4510 | 65
1933. 1 2 5 15 l 25 45 65 and | Total
}"E'ﬂ.l' IEIIH }"E-H.]"l- j"ﬂ'&l“l J."L'!ﬂ-l-'!- }'E‘II.TE- J‘Eﬂﬂ over |
M. 49 n 7 s 22 s9 331 368 878
F. 28 G 9 4 16 [ 162 374 G035
1922 we] 104 26 32 41 62 211 584 736 | 1,796
1623 e 83 16 13 19 46 171 463 082 1,493
1984 . .. ag 32 39 41 46 154 557 T00 1,695
1925 106 28 ba a5 65 108 406 788 | 1,728
1926 — 1] 28 0 pit | a0 185 509 0696 1,608
1927 .| 96 13 20) 24 42 170 | 533 | 775 | 1,682
1928 80 14 10 31 51 164 | 466 | GS1 | 1497
1929 N 28 18 o0 43 187 620 874 1 .ﬂi_ﬂ
1930 1 N 13 13 21 42 171 474 G663 1,47
1931 4 ;| 18| n| 17| 50 | 166 | 481 | 766 | 1,600
1932 1 78 14 12 16 53 181 447 758 | 1,097
1933 75 10 1G 12 as 157 523 742 1,673
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The causes of death are set out in Table IV. There was an increase
among males of deaths from the following causes :—Influenza, septic
discases, syphilis, cireulatory diseases, Bright's disease and diseases of
the nervous system.

Among females the ecauses showing an increase were cancer and
discases of the circulatory, respiratory and digestive systems.

The distribution of deaths in the various wards of the City are
chown in the following table, and may be compared with the similar
figures during the four preceding years :—

Tasre VII.

1929, 1930, l 1031. 1032, 1933,

M. | F. | Total, | M. | F. lel.l M. | F. [Total. | M. | F. | Totai| 3. | ¥. | Total

4‘ 1" Tl 3 n ol 9l e ol i 20 Sl -LE 8
)88 063|151 |70 |61 [131 |es |58 122 | 6563|118 |86 56| 14l
..... 18 |30 | 48 |20 (26| 46 10|24 | 43 J17 |20 37 J19) 22/ 4l

146 |62 z6 | 18 |0 |67 | 127 |67 |70 137 |67 ] 65| 132
240 202 | 541 [222 212 | 434 |o34 (250 | 403 [214 244 | 458 212 1230 | 442

Margaret .. 51 | 44| 05 |30 |34 | 64 |28 | 40| 77 |38 | 50| 88 |30 )39, 78
John... ..208 207 | 505 |18 |170 | 365 [219 (187 | 406 226 |170 | 405 235 167 | 402
Amre.. .]42/28| 70 ]38 |18| 56 |38 (25| 63 |32 21| 53 28|31 50
Marlborough | 14 | 15 | 20 g 8| 16 J11 || 22 12| of 21 15|10 25
1 Mall.... -35| 6| 41 J20| 7| 27 |23| 6| 20 |23|10| 33 |20| 3| 23

. 2 |26)| 50 |24|2¢| 48 |28 |28| 51 |30]|19| 49 |31]20) 5l
aringCross .| 24 | 7| 81 J12|11| 23 J22| 6| 28 J1n| 3| 14 j20}11) 31
vent Garden 39 ‘ 41 &N ag |28 | 54 |42 | 24| 66 |36 | 26| 62 41|33 | T4

- 3| 5] 41 J39| 3| 42 |28| 2| 30 J36|—| 36 J32| 3| 3Ib
omeless... ... 22 | 18] 0 |28'15| 43 J25|11| 36 24 |15| 30 | 28| & | 33

Infantile Mortality.—The corrected death-rate of infants for West-
minster was 68 per 1,000 births. The mortality among legitimate
Infants was 55-6 per 1,000; that of illegitimate 162-7. The infant
maortality rate for London was 59. :

The number of infants dying under 1 year was 75, a decréase of 1 on
the figure of last year. The chief contributory causes of death wer®
broncho-pneumonia, prematurity, gastro-enteritis and syphilis.
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Table VII[ shows the deaths as they occurred during the four
quarters of the last four years :—

Tapre VIII.

Total | Total . |  Total Total
1028, l 1931, i 1932 1933,
1st Quarter ol T | 20 WIS RS VWL R
and ,, 19 22 17 a3
id & 2] 16 22 11
‘t‘h‘ " LR ] LEE ]9 E'I lﬁ 15
0 ‘ 7 3
l 80 s 6

Table IX shows the births and deaths of infants, legitimate and
illegitimate, since 1906 onwards, with the corresponding infantile
mortality rates for Westminster and for London :—

TasLe IX,
Legitimate, legitimate.
w . T e Total |Tatal
Year. Death-rate Death-rate {:‘P ti‘ ]ﬂntr-.
Births.] Deaths. | per 1,000 | Births.| Deaths, | per 1,000 4 Htr‘ Im.
Births. Bicthn, g ™0er | Oole
1906 274 285 103 157 a3 203 110 131
1907 2,764 209 07 163 3 208 103 116
1908 2,730 2066 27 174 27 153 100 113
1909 2,548 212 a1 203 26 128 03 108
1910 2,399 189 5 193 25 129 a2 103
1%l 2195 250 05 166 33 198 103 1249
1912 wee] 2,104 168 76 155 27 174 83 il
1913 wa | 2,067 154 ] 1706 20 1G4 ud 105
1914 ] 1,905 147 T3 162 24 143 70 104
1413 1,798 141 8 181 41 233 92 112
191G - 1,632 110 g 178 11 200 s34 B9
1917 o] 1,348 112 83 106 48 230 103:6 | 104
1918 - 1,234 112 86:6 ] 225 36 155 100 108
1919 o 1,383 09 716 27 41 1588 B7"5 | 86
1920 ] 2047 123 G 219 i1 200 73-6 78
1921 | 1,729 117 G7-7 100 a7 104 80-2 | RO
1922 o) 1,703 84 49- 3 109 20 100 546 | 7
1923 1,582 G5 429 176G 15 85-7 47-2 | @
1924 1,489 82 4550 138 14 101- 4 60-0 | ¢
1925 : 1,418 88 G20 117 18 153-3 GO0 | 67
1420 1,449 06 24 157 20 127-2 60-7 | G4
1927 - 1,255 51 64 5 144 15 104+ 1 6ig-6 | 5
1928 1,220 G5 53.2 150 15 100-0 58.39 67
1920 ... 1,190 83 67.7 167 22 131-7 T7.87 §
1930 - 1,202 L2 43-2 166 29 174-0 50-23] 59
1931 . 1.0063 i GO -0 148 7 114-8 75-1 | 65
1932 - 1,020 o) 49-0 132 24 196G-9 Ga-0 |
1933 . 930 34 550 129 21 162-7 (1 3

Table X shows the causes of death of children who died under one
Figures under the same grouped causes are given from 1926

year of age.
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awards, showing the proportion per 1,000 births applicable under each
cading :—

TanLe X,

— 102G, | 1927. | 1928, | 1929. | 1030. | 1931. | 1932 | 1933
Diphtheria ... - 1-4 -4 0-73 — — e e
Influenza ... wel 0462 07| — 0-73 — —_ — 2-7
Measles o wms| - 24D o B 0-73 36 -— 0.86) —
Whooping Cough  ....| 0°62 | 1-4 2:1 81 0-73) 0-82 0-86 1°8
Beptie dizeases we| 062 ] 0-71 — — —_— — 0-86, 0.9
Bronchitis and pneu-

monia L 99 G-4 13-8 | 147 | 14-6 | 22-3| 12-1| 10'9
Stomach and lmwel

mmrﬂmuls - 80 | 12:1 | 10:9 7'3 58| 13-2 86| 00

Syphilis -- 2-8 078 073 21 16 1-7T ]| 3-8
Canfrrmla'l mnIEurmn-

Lians - 4°34| 7-8 6-1 44 4-3 6-6 — 1-8
Prematurity . | 19°3 | 20-0 O-4| 198 18-2 | 22:3] 199 | 163
Negleet and m;turjl' nl:.

birth 3:'72| 4-2 43 1-4 1-4 2-4 78 | 64
Debility from birth

and atrophy, rick-

ets, atelectasis  ....] 3°72 | 4-2 3.6 2-2 37 3-3 52| 81
Tuberenlosis ... 1'86 | 2-1 2.1 2:2 14 =2 0861 —
:!IUII"I]J" - - e — — 1 o * — 'u'ﬂﬁl e
Accidents ... L] -= — — — 1-6 0:-86 0-9
Cancer L — — e - — 0-82 — -
Cerebro- I‘.[]II‘I'II Men-

ingitis v - = — e — — 0-82( 0-86| 0-0
Erysipelas ... .| — — — —_ — - 0-86' 0-9
Other causes.,.. | 434 42 21 13-2 1-4 1'6 34| 18

50.7 | 08-6 | 5830 77.37 | £9.21 75.1 | 65-0 | 68-2

Table XT shows nett deaths from various causes at several age periods
during the first year of life in the City of Westminster :—

TasLe XI.—Inraxt MorraviTy, 1933.

- : : g 2 = 'z e . o
S| |45 e, 15 4[58 ¢/9 419.2] 93
Ble|e| 2] 34 | k2 |2p= | 252 | 255 E:-.
CAUSES OF DEATH. | < | 2|2 | = | 58 |55 | 538 |28 | 528 -
| = |a]le ]|l =] 5 E =§ ﬁ == g FE o sl E8
ﬁr‘.‘ulillur:r' il ]| e | e | 1 o == ol oS 1
Whooping Cough —_—|—]—_—]—=] — - — 2 — 2
Septic Discases P ISR ety 1 1 e L e g 1
Meningitis — = -] =] = 1 - — _ 1
Bmmlutla il I'm:u.
monia (all forms) 1] —]|—=|—] — 2 T 2 1 12
Premature bicth .| 17| — | —|—] 17 1 — —— Rt 18
Other causes.... id =] =] =] = — _ 1 1 -= 2
Syphilis we)] 1| —]—|— 1 2 1 - —- 4
Negleet atbirth .| 6| — ]| — | — 1] — — -— — G
Debility e B N o | 1 1 [ 2 2 1 - - 11
Cerebro-spinal ,\Inmn,
gitia s | | o [ — — — 1 — 1
8 tamach and [ S B -1 — 3 3 4+ — 10
Xervous diseases pri | e f i e — —_— — 1 1
Accidenta A |tk BEAET) T — = el 1 G 1
Erysipelas ... ] — ] — ] = - —— —_— .= 1 1
Influenza S e e L i f i F e A 1 1 1 3
o 1 28 1 1 e 12 11 15 13 4 75
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TasrLe XII. °
Nett Births in the year ;— .
Males, Females, Total,

Legitimate s a5 S U 503 970
Megitimate ia 58 71 129

625 574 1,065

Nett Deaths in the year of :—
Males, Females, Taotal.

Legitimate infants A3 J6 18 5% §
Illegitimate infants W) 13 8 21

49 20 75

— — —

The causes of death of the Illegilimate were :—Neglect at birth 6,
prematurity 4, pneumonia 2, syphilis 3, digestive disease 2, circulatory 1,
and debility 3.

Tasre XIII.

INFANT MorTaLITY, 1933.—Nett Deaths from stated causes at various ages
under One Year of Age in Pimlico Avea (Vietoria, Kuightsbridge
St. George and Hamlet Wards).

| -g ' -= = - = 2
- kd |5 =|e 8|5 |5 = '
CAUSES OF DEATH LE13 |32 ) 28 |36: | 202|283 2st Deaihs
o . i = - - — ey =a | ZE9 | S22 | =58 uniler
& b# | B == EE: =SR2 | E33 EER Uine
| B T T 1 £+ |5 - H? & A 2] Yesr,
! = — EI R El= » e l - o
| - = |
|
Whooping Cough .. | — | el = e 1 s 1
- Byphihs s — - | — - 1 e e 1
Lronehitis and Preu-
monia (allforms) .,.| — | — | — | =] — 1 1 ia 1 6
Gastro-enteritis | = | — | —] =] — 3 e 2 I 5
Neglect at birth .. | 1| — | — | — 1 —_ = = A 1
Premature birth || =] —=|—=1] 10 — — i — 10
Malnutrition,marasmus
and debility from
birth - | 3| —|—| = 3 2 1 1 - 7
Iufluenza .. iy o B BRSO R e e 1 1 2
Accident o s = — | — =] = — A 1 =5 1
Meningitia .. |l === =] — 1 -— — - 1
Totals .. | 4| — | —=| =] 14 7 6 6 2 35

.l

Tasre XIV.

Nett Deaths in the above area during the year :—

Males., Females. Total.

Legitimate ~ - e 18 8 26
Tlegitimate ... o o 6 3 9
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TasLe XV.

IxpaANT MORTALITY, 1933.—Nett Deaths Srom stated eauses al various ages
under One Year of Age in St. John and St. Margaret Wards,

| o s ;

AW L R | B i|% 4|% 2| 2%

12! 3| §] 25 |=b2 | 2kc | sk | st5] E-

CAUSES OF DEATH, : ; J e | .== = ;-: -'IHEE '___""EE _—._.'E-i :'-EE n:

fl70717] 3% |F7=|8%5 872 |35 3

= - ﬂ'{ ! ﬁi 1:‘ - | = = s f W3

Whoo 1ng fﬂhgh — | e — — e i 1 Cal 1
Bronchitis and Pneu- | |

monia (all forms) ., | — | = | — | =] — 1 2 9 Al 5

Etomach Eumpluilﬂ-! ea | = ! el I — = et a4 o ot 5

Premature birth 1 1|~ |— 2 1 o Li - P

Debility L=t 1|== 2 E 4 T - 2

Septie Discases —_—f— =1 1 1 — s il = 1

Other conses .. o ||| —|—-F = -— 1 1 1 g
Cerebro-Spinal Menin- [

gilis. . | === ]= — _— 1 — 1

Erysipelas .. - | === = — - % 1 1

O e R B 1) s 2 6 7 2 | 22

TasLe XVI.

Nett deaths in the above area during the year :—

Males.  Females.  Total.
Legitimate infants o - 30 11 21
Mlegitimate infants .. re 1 - 1

TapLe XVIL,

Ixpaxt Monravrry, 1933, Neit Deaths from stated causes at various
ayes under One Year of Age in the North District (Grosvenor,
Conduit, St. Anne, Pall Mall, Regent, Gt. Marlborough, Strand,
Charing Cross and Covent Garden Wards).

-__t = = - | ; -
Elelala]e, |5.2]%,4]%,4/%,4] &8
CAUSES OF DEATIL 2 _.E’ ,E g =& $:E |38 EE_E %EE &=
< ™ o - == |=Fm | eFA | BFA i =§
E - = S @
- i = —I :-Iu J} E" - e :: & : o & E
[
Preumonia .. iy g YL M e et g, ek 1 s i 1
Premature birth 45 R R Sy 5 e’ A iy - b
Infuenza i Pl e TRy R T, 1 = Rk 1
D-Eh:i.l'll]' s v i ki st el 1 S 1 i ot a
Syphilis a i =S NG PTG B 1 e = il 1
; { i
Totals .. e G I =% | A e 0 1 3 _— — 10
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TaerLe XVIII.

Nett deaths in the above area during the year :—

¢ Males.  Females. Total,
Legitimate infants Sy ¥l 7 —— 7
Illegitimate infants ... .. 2 1 3

Tacre XIX.
Deaths of infants with no known address, or found in streets, parks, &e. :—

£ | = = = = -
Sl 2l 4l sl ;09 218 218 4|8 21 81
212 2|1 %] 23 | <22 | =t2 | =53 | =£5] 34
CAUSES OF DEATH. o{ B1L 81 E3 23  E -:E;-E?Ei:':-i -
i - - = i Ew | gESE | a5 = e A
-:[11 == =24 | EBR | 528 | E=n HE
= = |- & | A | = { a2l ==
___—=l_"|.'-1 T— = - n“:;h|: B3
1- —
Negleet at birth.... e i — B L ek Sl - 5
Syphilis ... wd 1 == — 1 1 - 15 e 2
Circulatory e o] D= — 1 — —_ —_ 1
Total ; T, == : ik 1 VS B ST 8
TapLe XX,
Deaths of children unknown :— L4

Males, Females.  Total

Legitimate e G N i S = i

Tiegitimale .o . 2 5 3 8

TasLe XXa.
The following table shows the allocation of the nett births and infant
deaths among the various Wards in the City, together with the infantile
mortality rate for the Ward.

P z 1033 —Infant death
g = rate per 1,000 births,
g g = a
- _E . 4 : {.-E 3 - . 2
Waeds. | 28 |3 | $| 21385 |§]¢ E
3 ARl ETEISE) 8 1284 ¢

=121l 212 VRl 1R 1

& B lAlBs kSR P& B S

Conduit s 2,088 5 4 1 — _— — P — o
Grosvenor ...| 13,318 50 53 (i} 2 2 — | 377 L 33-8

Pa,u Mall ..| 2872 9 6 1 Yl P ol B
4,047 23] 21 2] o 1 1 | 47-6 | 500-0] 86-9

Gtﬁ:rlburuugh 3,331 12 10 2] — — — - = i
8t. Anne 5,405 39 34 3 1 1 — 20-4 — 25-8
Covent Garden | 6,655 | 41 37 4 3 2 1 | 54:0 | 250-0] 73.1
Charing Cross...| 3,210 10 9 1 1 1 — hi1-1] — | 1000
Strand... ] 2,052 AP k= 1 oo 1 —_ | — | 2500
Victoria .| 36955 | 460| 400 | o] 33 | 24 9 | 60-0| 150-0] 71.7
K. St. George...| 11,445 | 83 T4 9 1 1 — 11581 — ¢ 120
Hamlet - 8,481 18 17 1 1 1 — |m8] — | 555

St. Margaret ...| 8,671 35 31 4] — — — -— — —
8t. John . 23071 ]| 298] 20| 28] 22 | 21 1 | 772 | 35751 738

Homeless — 3 - 3 8 _— 8 -_— _ —_

Total [120570 l1,0001 o0 1200 75 | 54 | 21 | 5.6 | 162-7] s

(D489) o
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The following table is inserted by courtesy of the Medical Officer of
Health, Poplar, by whom the figures were compiled,

StaTisTics For 1933.

b g Infant
. lation, Birth- Death-
City or Borough. (R—G's. s 4% M';lr::]eitr
estimate) ;
West Districts—
Paddingten ... .. .. | 141,900 13-41 13-36 85
Kensington .... - | 181,100 12-0 12-9 72
Hammersmith 0 = 131,400 13-9 12-9 G5
Fulham o 148,200 13-07 13-00 a5
+ Chelsea 58,850 10-6 136 78
City of Westminster 126,300 8-7 12-4 68
North Dhsiricis—
St. Marylebone ... 04,080 9-71 12-2 56
Hampstead ... 90,380 9-6 11-0 38
8t. Pancras .... e 190,900 13-6 13-7 it}
Islington ... e | 319,100 14-35 12-40 63
Stoke Newington ... ... 51,120 12-8 12-3 16
Hackney .. .. .. | 214300 140 11-5 50-6
Central Districts—
Holborn ... i 36,050 9-40 13-48 70
Finsbur, = G0, G40 15-1 12-8 50
City of London ... 9,830 77 10-9 G5
East Districts— :
Shorediteh ... 93,550 16-0 13-0 74
Bethnal Green 104,200 14-3 12-5 06
Stepney ... we e | 319,300 15-1 12-9 65-3
Poplar 149,300 15-4 12-4 o4
South Districts—
Southwark ... i 164,700 14-2 13-9 63
Bermondsey 107,300 14-0 12:5 6l
Lambeth ... 259,000 13:6 13+1 63
Battersea ... e 154,000 14-7 12-49 49-49
Wandsworth.... 350,200 10-93 - 11-49 ]
Camberwell .... 243,700 13-32 12-33 49
Deptiord .. |, .. .. | 102800 14-8 12-1 54
Greenwich ... o 97,830 13-7 11-9 66
Lewisham ... 221,100 12-2 10-2 39
Woolwich ... 146,200 12-6 11-18 62
Common Lodging House Deaths.

Reference has been made in former reports to the shifting population
which inhabits the six common lodging houses which are licensed in
the City. Some of the residents are permanent in so far that they have
been resident in the Poor Law institutions for perhaps thirty or forty
years although their original residence and perhaps even temporary at
that was in a common lodging house in the City. Deaths among the latter
class of people tend to increase the death-rates of the wards in which those
lodging houses are situated ; 90 deaths of persons giving addresses in

common lodging houses occurred in 1933. They were mostly in
institutions ;—
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TasLe XXI. Deaths,

Ward,

Bruce House (L.C.C.) (licensed for 716 men) .. 22 Strand
33, Great Peter Street (licensed for 80 men) .. —

7, St. Ann’s Street (Salvation Army] {hn&nsed for
565 men) .. i 2 30

16, Strutton Ground (licensed for 2{]1 men} ke 28 »8t. John,

40, Great Peter Street (Church Army) (licensed for
57 women and 2 children) .. + — 6

Church Army Home, Greencoat Place (174 women) 1J

—

90

s

PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS
DISEASES,

The following table shows the number of cases of infections disease
which came to the notice of the department during the period 1929-1933.

Details respecting the notifications of infectious disease received are
set out on the adjoining page.

TasLe XXII.

1929 1930 1931 1032 1233
BERalOE = o v e 2 3 | 3 1
Diphtheria ... ... 170 256 140 80 142
Erysipelas ... e - 54 av 46 50 53
Scarlet fever ... 227 265 196 211 354
Enteric fever g gl e 7 18 7 7 7
Continued fever ... 1 — — — —
Puerperal fever B ol 10 6 4 7 4
Puerperal pyrexia ... ... 12 16 15 8 11
Gerebm-arnml meningitis ... 2 — ] G 11
Encephalitis lethargica ... — 3 1 2 1
Poliomyelitis .... 1 3 - 1 2
Ophthalmia neonatorum ... 11 16 7 13 7
Measles - 381 5651 74 810 235
German measles .. 179 15 23 18 45
Pneumonia ... 51 25 49 51 GG
Malaria A i . —_ —— 1 ; _I:
Dysen ok e 7 — 1
cni';nm“g: 229 173 204 201 167
Mumps = 73 166 80 02 130
Whmpmg-mngh 246 14 83 138 132
Membranous croup — — 1 — —

Smallpox.—One case only occurred during 1933,

(9489) 032






VacciNatioN RETURN ¥or THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1932.

o= EEN-TRNE-t -
'E'En:; Number of these Births which ;Egég‘g? °-5.1§ : ._%'3:.%;5
EEg Number of these Births duly entered b on 31st January, 1934, remained ag_gws_ -] §§§§ ESETE
i 31st January, 1034, in Columns I, 11, IV and V of the unentered in the * Vaccination | £ 2 §Eia= e gﬁ T lEgEss
E; g ** Vaccination Register " (Birth List Sheets), viz. : Register  on account (as b= [l e .a;..:i g ;..*35-3
.2.%5 shown by Report Book) of é: =S8 3? % e=
25 g ol 1V, TYECRLECE TP L '3a§ gh-ﬁz%-s
; o ) B8 NS Col. IL.  [Number in respect il ,BEgA= |SE25d[3 "85 L= EE.E‘E-.E"'_
Ag e -;"E of whom Statu- ..%2 18 8 g0t mi"gn £ 885 e |2 n Egs 5
ik 3] Mot P 5| tory Dociam. | %8 g.z,%g P REEE S N ER Bessg
=1 . i 3 s - - & o & 4 H = fo [ Epe ] .
_‘g‘ﬁgg 3 3 g:ﬂ-gg E% s P 335 Z =% 55‘5’55 §§3§§§§§'§§§3§ ;§€~§ j‘sag 'Ez-i
a L2 jection  have o BEEgs E §x2'% s B2O0%BE
v §> & received. " et |=§ Eggd {gm i [
2 3 4 b i) ; § -] [} 10 11 .12 13
1,604 1,006 13 —_ 204 53 [ 120 ’ 103 — 1,213 300
SuMMARY oF MoxtHLy RETURNS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3lst DECEMBER, 1933,
Xo. of No. of No. of Statutory No. of Cases.
No. of Cases in Certif e ik ol Certificates of Declarations No. of No. of Entries in
Birth Lists Vucl?ttiou Postponement | under Seetion 1 Certificates of Patents Otherwiss I..iub_aent to
received. e owing to of the Vaccina- | Insusceptibility. Bistivsed oicd nak Public Vaccinators.
B health of Child. | tion Act, 1907. . of Distriot. fennd.
1,624 1,213 70 305 12 80 80 241

pers
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Scarlet Fever.—354 cases of this discase occurred in 1933, an
increase of 143 on the figures of 1932. There were 4 deaths. The case
rate of this disease per 1,000 of the population was 2-8 for the City, and
for England and Wales 3:21. The death-rate for London was 0-02 per
1,000, for England and Wales 002, and for Westminster 003, Of the
total cases in Westminster 93-2 per cent. were removed to hospital.
The wards showing an increase were St. John, Victoria and Knightsbridge.
Four cases of scarlet fever contracted diphtheria whilst in hospital,

There was, as in other districts, a considerably higher incidence of
this disease, and some evidence to show an increase in virulence. It is
possible that the end of the cycle of scarlet fever as a mild infeetion is

approaching. In the nineties of last century it was regarded as a
serious disease.

. Diphtheria.——142 cases of this discase occurred, showing an increase
of 62 on the figures of 1932. The largest number of cases occurred between
the ages of 5-15 and 20-35. The case rate of this disease for Westminster
was 1-1 per 1,000 living, and for England and Wales 1-18. There was
1 death. The death-rate for England and Wales was 0-06, for London
0-08, and for Westminster. 0-007. Six cases of diphtheria contracted
- scarlet fever whilst in hospital,

No cases occurred among children who had been immunised. The
total immunisations carried out since 1926, when it was begun, now
amounts to 1380.

ReporT oN Scuick TesTING AND IMMUNISATION TREATMENT AGAINST
DirartErIA 18N WEsTMINSTER, 1933.

This treatment was continued throughout the year at the Council’s
Maternity and Child Welfare Centre, and at the Westminster Health
Society’s Centre. One clinic is held at each Centre weekly.

121 new cases were dealt with during the year, as compared with 140
in the previous year. During the long period of good health and exception-
ally fine weather which marked the summer of 1933, attendances were
very sparse. At the end of the year, when epidemic disease became more
prevalent, there was a marked increase of applicants for treatment, but
too late to bring the year's attendances up to the average.

New cases attended the different Centres as follows :—

iy Beidgh .0 s ket e e e B8
Besabovongh Steedd! .. 401 L0 Ll A NS S 88
Marshall Street .. .. -5 ik 3 e
Westminster Health Society .. .. .. .. 13

m——————

121
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As indicated in previous rcports, preliminary testing is now only
carried out on older children or on these who are definitely known to have
been exposed to diphtheria infection.

The following table indicates treatment given and the result of tests
performed. Positive reactors received preventive treatment.

Treated
Positive.  Negative. without test. Tolal.
Under 5 years .. 1 1 92 04
5to10 years .. 4 2 15 21 -
10 to 15 years .. 2 4 0 6
7 7 107 121

Those not tested in the 5-10 years’ group were mostly aged about
0 or 6 years.

The treatment was carried out without difficulty and with satisfactory
results, There was a high standard of attendance. As in previous years

over 10 per cent. of those who presented themselves for treatment had not
been vaccinated against smallpox.

75 cases received re-tests. Of these 59 gave a negative reaction six
months or longer after treatment. 12 were negative after a previous
positive result followed by an additional course of two treatment injections.

4 gave a slight positive reaction at the first re-test and received additional
treatment.

One must continue to emphasise the importance of obtaining a negative
result after treatment has had its effect, before one presumes that adequate

protection against the effccts of any ordinary diphtheria infection has been
afforded.

Antitoxin, for use in cases of diphtheria, is provided free of charge
for medical practitioners attending patients residing in the City. The
supply is available on application at the City Hall and at the Coroner’s
Court in Horseferry Road. It is apparent from the small amount
used (12 bulbs, each containing 8,000 units) that practitioners prefer
to send their patients at once into the fever hospitals, where antitoxin -
is administered on admission to all cases of clinical diphtheria,

Enteric Fever.—There were 7 cases of typhoid and paratyphoid
which came to the knowledge of the department during 1933, Of these
3 were notified as paratyphoid and 4 as typhoid. TFour cases came from
abroad, and no history was obtainable in 3 cases..



31

There was one death. The death rate of this disease for England
and Wales was 001, The case rate for England and Wales was 0°04
and for Westminster 0°04.

Measles.—The following table shows the number of cases notified
by head teachers of schools, hospitals and private practitioners during
the last five years:—

1929. 1930. 1931. 1932, 1933.
381 051 74 810 25D

The death rate for England and Wales per 1,000 population was
0-05, for London 0-02, and for Westminster 0-0l. 95 cases were
removed to hospital, 54 being between the ages of 1 and 5. 2 deaths
occurred. One child suffering from measles contracted diphtheria in
hospital, 1 contracted diphtheria and scarlet fever, and 4 cases contracted
scarlet fever.

TasLe XXV.

Influenza.—The deaths certified from this cause during the last
five years are as follows :—

1929. 1930. 1931. 1932. 1933.

Males 51 3 13 131 37
Females 48 3 24 3N B

— e — — —

99 6 3T 8 @6

The death rate in 1933 for Westminster was 0-52 per 1,000; for
" London 051, and for England and Wales 0-57. Last year the corre-
sponding rates were 0-46 for Westminster, 0-27 for London, and
0-32 for England and Wales,

Influenza by itself is not notifiable under existing regulations but
only when complicated by pneumonia. Therefore no reasonable de-
ductions can be made by comparing the notification rate of influenzal
pneumonia with the death rate from influenza. The higher age groups
55 to 75 as might be expected were most affected.

Diarrhea and Enteritis.—The total deaths were 11— males and
4 females—10 being under 1 year old. The infant death rate from this
cause in Westminster was 9:0. In 1911 and 1921, also years of
exceptionally warm summers, the rates were 20+7 and 15-0 respectively.
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TasLe XXVI.

Dearus rrom Diarrnaa aNp ENTERITIS.

—— Under 1 year. Other ages. Total. b
]m LERL] LLES S LEE L] LELLS T I s
1930 5 b e 7 1 8
1031 = e S e 16 6 22
1632 S L ok - 8 3 11
00 ol et T 1 11
48 12 G0

Whooping Cough.—132 cases were notified during the year, with
6 deaths, 38 cases were moved to hospital, 32 being between the
ages of 1 and 5, The death rate for Westminster was 0-04, for
London 0-08, and for England and Wales 0-05.

The deaths from whooping cough during the last five years are thus
set out :(—

Tasre XXVIL
-— Under 1 year. | At other ages. Total.

1929 A, o i * 11 8 19
1930 ik e = 1 1 2
1931 2L 2 =t 1 3 4
1932 Fa ek o 1 1 2
1933 e 5 v e 2 4 6

16 17 33

Cerebro-spinal Fever.—11 cases of this disease occurred with 2
deaths, one being under 1 year of age.

Poliomyelitis.—2 cases occurred.

Encephalitis Lethargica.—1 case was notified.

Chicken Pox.—167 cases ‘occurred, 32 being moved to hospital.

Mumps.—130 cases were recorded, 33 cases being moved to hospital.

Puerperal Fever.—4 cases were notified and 1 death occurred. All
cases were removed to hospital,

The following table shows the number oi births for the last five
years, together with the number of cases of puerperal fever and deaths :—

Year. | No. of births. | No. of cases, Deaths. PE?‘:ES,; m::]“
1 S R R S 1,357 10 3 2-2
000 o et 1,368 [ 4 2-9
b A O A 1,211 4 4 3-3
1008 -~ o i TN 1,152 7 1 0-86
& TR e 1,099 4 1 0-91
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Puerperal Pyrexia.—Il1 cases occurred, all being removed to
hospitals,

Ophthalmia Neonatorum.—7 cases occurred in 1933, 3 were
admitted to hospital and 4 treated cither at home or as out-patients
of hospitals. In addition to these notified cases, 5 cases of slight
inflammation of the eyes came to the knowledge of the Department.
Facilities are afforded for the treaiment of this disease by the London
County Council at St. Margaret's Hospital, Kentish Town, N.W.
Mothers are also admitted, and, if necessary, receive treatment.

Tue Pusric Heavtn (Oputiaryia Neoxatorusm) REGULATIONS, 1926,

These regulations have been in force since October, 1926, and under
them midwives are no longer obliged to notify, but they are obliged to
call qualified medical assistance to all cases of inflammation of the eyes,
If the medical practitioner considers the case one of ophthalmia neona-
torum, he must notify to the Medical Officer of Health.

The following details in tabular form are required by the Ministry of
Health of the cases notified in 1933 :—

Cases.
Vision :
Vision Total
Treated. o | impaired. | blindness. Deaths.
Total. s
At home. | In hospital.
T 4 l 3 7 - b T

BAcCTERIOLOGICAL LABORATORY.

The examination of specimens for bacteriological investigation is
carried out at the laboratory of Westminster Hospital. The facilities
provided by the Council apply only to patients who are residents in the
City. A charge, however, is made for work done on behalf of individuals
whose place of occupation is in Westminster, but who may be attended
by Westminster practitioners. The materials for swabbing, ete., are
supplied by the Coungil.

The following is the summary of bacteriological work performed :—

Swabbings from throats in suspected diphtheria .. 527
Sputa for investigation of T.B. 5 e oar > 08

Expenditure on first was £84 17s. 6d., and for the second
£42 3s. 7d., including cost of outfits, postage and telegrams,
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TUBERCULOSIS.

In 1933, 205 new cases of pulmonary tuberculosis came to the
knowledge of the Department, including 13 cases who bad moved into
the City, 1 by posthumous notification, and 24 non-notified deaths.

Non-pulmonary forms of tuberculosis gave 41 cases—b5 of these being
non-notified deaths, and 1 transfer.

Tapre L
Tuberculosis, 1933,

New Cases. Deatha,

Age.Periods, Pulmonary. | Non-pulmonary. | Pulmonary. | Non-pulmonary.
M. F. M. F. M F. M. K.
Under 1 — — - - .- —_ - — -
1 Tt e Er ey T 1 "‘ = —_— l —_—
5 1 2 5 2 — — — —
10 = - 2 3 1 5 1 1 - 1
15 11 i 3 1 1 1 2 -
. PR SR e Y 11 i 1 6 3 — L
8 . e ST 32 2 2 16 7 1 —
M. - 21 13 2 2 11 7 1 1
45 21 3 1 1 14 — 1 —
55 16 1 1 1 13 1 —_ 1
85 and upwuﬂ.l 9 4 - - - 8 2 — o
Totals et 130 75 19 22 70 22 6 3

In this table all primary notifications are included, and also other
new cases of tuberculosis coming to the knowledge of the Medical Officer
of Health during the year.

The total cases for 1933 show a decrease of 64 on those of 1932, Out
of the total cases primarily notified in 1933, 34 died, and the following
table shows the period between notification and death of these
Cases :—

Weeks., | Months.

|
1—-2 | 2—3 l 3—1 1 1-2 !2—3 ‘3—4 l—5|5—ﬂ]ﬂ-71 | l]ﬂ—ll’ll—l!

L |
13|2|3|ﬁ|2113|||1|)| | II
|

TasLe II.
. 1929 1930 1931 1932 1033
Kew cases notified 247 200 201 242 202
Number included in nhuﬂl

who died during the year ... 41 23 36 o 3';;} Y HI

| 06-5%) | (1-09%) | 17-9%) | (14-49) | (16-8%

Total Tuberculous Deaths ... 124 107 121 106 101

Death Rates per 100,000 ..| 98-8 85-0 104-6 83.8 70-9
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TasrLe VI.

TupencuLosis NOTIFICATIONS.

The figures for a series of years are shown below :—

Pulmonary.
Non-Pulmonary.

General C.L.H. and no Tutal
Population. Address, of all

Tuotal. forma.

Males, | Females. | Males. | Females. Males.| Females, | Total.

1914 186 105 a4 4 390 34 38 72 462
1915 155 a5 59 8 217 4G 26 T2 359
1916 183 135 [T 9 391 42 30 81 472
1917 209 164 51 T 431 42 34 70 507
1918 203 225 40 4 562 50 %] 105 GG7
1919 197 122 30 4 353 35 23 58 411
1920 143 133 20 4 309 29 20 55 367
1a21 118 114 37 2 271 19 22 41 312
1922 119 110 42 2 273 a4 30 54 327
1923 111 114 42 1 268 24 a2 o6 324
1924 140 122 33 1 294 27 24 51 M7
1825 108 H2 27 1 228 23 31 iz} 242
1926 117 o0 29 4 240 18 30 48 258
1027 103 67 24 1 195 21 29 o0 245
1928 87 Gl o7 2 187 22 27 49 234
1929 106 105 42 G 2558 14 28 42 301
1930 104 69 104 1 190 24 33 57 247
1931 108 gl 17 1 212 20 23 43 255
1632 136 84 28 —_ 248 26 36 62 310
1933 106 75 24 —_— 205 19 23 41 244G

A return required by the Ministry is appended, also a table showing
the distribution of the cases in the various wards of the City.

Non-notified Deaths.—There were 29 deaths from Tuberculosis
during 1933 of persons who had not been notified in Westminster. The
majority of these had been notified elsewhere, some were sudden deaths
of visitors to this country, of inmates of asylums, ete., and the cause of
death in some cases was only discovered on post-mortem examination.

These 29 non-notified deaths gave a percentage of 28-7 of the total
deaths from Tuberculosis for the year.

The total number of cases of Tuberculosis on the Register at the end
of 1933 was 1,313 as compared with 1,302 at the end of the year 1932.

Tue Pusric Heavrn (Tusercurosis) REcuraTions, 1924,

The number of unnotified deaths during the year was 29; the
corresponding percentage proportions are 32-0 per cent. (1932) and 28-7
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per cent. (1933). Enquiries were made, but in no instance did there
appear to be neglect to notify a case on the part of a medical practitioner,
20 deaths occurred in institutions and 9 at home,

Punric Heavrn (Prevextion oF Tusercurosis) REcuLarticss, 1925

The object of these regulations is to prevent anyone who is aware that
he is suffering from an infectious form of tuberculosis from engaging in
certain departments of the milk trade. There was no oeccasion for
excrcising the powers conferred by these regulations during 1933.

TasLe VII.

Pulmonary. Non-Pulmonary.

Males. | Females. Males. Females.

Number of cases on Register at begmmng

of year 1933 - <l G646 333 137 186
Notified for the first time during ynr 111 69 16 20
751 402 153 206

Removed from the Register on account
of death or removal from Westminster.... 105 63 16 21
652 339 137 185

Of the 205 cases removed from the Register during the year 1933,
77 were on account of death, 126 persons suffering from Tuberculosis
moved from the City, and notification was withdrawn in 2 cases.

Deaths from Tuberculosis.—The total number of deaths from Tuber-
calosis for 1933 (all forms) was 101—DMales 76, Females 25. This gives a
death-rate for this discase of 0-79 per 1,000. The following table shows
the number of deaths from Tuberculosis for the last 5 years, together
with the death-rate.

Year. Deaths. Rate per
1,000.
1929 . 124 08
1930 107 -85
1931 121 1-04
1932 106 -83.
1933 101 *79

(9459) : p2
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The following table shows Deaths per 100.000 of civilian population
since 1919,
TanLe VIIL

Westminster—Deaths from Tuberculosis per 106,000' vilian population,

Pulmonary. Non-pulmonary. Total.
Years, T
Deaths, Rates, Deaths. Rates, Deaths, Rates.
1920 annual ... 130 97 18 12 157 109
102 120 §4-9 15 10-6 135 - 95-5
1022 |, 144 103-3 21 15 165 118-3 .
1923 ., 103 73-3 16 11-3 119 847
W oo T 867 1 - 9.9 138 06-5
1925 115 82-3 14 10-0 129 02-4
1926 119 85-9 14 10-1 133 060
1927 100 793-2 14 10-2 114 83-5
I e 90 69-3 18 13-8 108 83-2
1929 113 81-8 11 8-7 124 08-8
1930 98 17-9 9 7-1 107 850
1931 o, 105 90-8 16 13-8 121 104-6
1932 , 090 i1-2 16 126 106 83-8
1933 92 72-8 9 71 101 70-9

The following report and tables of statistics required by the
Ministry of Health are submitted by Dr. Tan S. Thomson, Tuberculosis
Officer and Assistant Medical Officer of Health,

CITY OF WESTMINSTER TUBERCULOSIS DISPENSARY.
AxyuaL Rerorr, 1933.

The work of the Dispensary has been continued throughout the year,
without any marked change in the routine.

Four hundred and twelve new cases were seen by the Tuberculosis
Officer during the year, as compared with 484 in 1932, and 400 in 1931,
These annual figures vary with the notification rate in Westminster and
with the incidence of influenza and bronehitis colds. Epidemies of such -
diseases increase the numbers of cases sent to the Dispensary for observa-
tion and diagnosis, The proportion of the available tubercular cases
which attend the Dispensary each year remains very constant,

One hundred and ninety seven of the new cases seen by the Tubercu-
losis Officer were considered to be tubercular, althongh not all at an active
stage of the disease. There were also 47 cases recommended for institu-
tional treatment by general hospitals. Necessary action with regard to
these cases was taken by the Dispensary staff and the Tuberculosis Care
Committee, and many of them will attend the Dispensary when their
mstitutional treatment is completed,
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The sources from which new cases were referred to the Dispensary
during the last three years arc shown in the following table :—

1931, 1932, 1933,

Practitioners o e R L 164 110
Health Visitors ., s = 134 196 162
St. Stephen’s Hospital .. B R 82 72
Ministry of Pensions .. o R | 0
School Medical Officer .. i 18 16 18
Hospitals .. 5 i 4 7 i 10
Referred by Friends, Charitable

Organisations, ete. i 3 8 18 10

400 184 412

It may be noted that patients come from these different sources in a
fairly constant proportion, with the exception of new cases from the
Ministry of Pensions. These have naturally become fewer in recent years,
and in 1933 there were none. There are still many old pensions cases
attending the Dispensary.

During the year the Tuberculosis Officer was appointed Honorary
Consultant to the Tuberculosis wards at St. Stephen’s Hospital. This
places on an official basis an arrangement made ten years ago, while the
Hospital was maintained by the Westminster Guardians, and continued
informally since the hospital was taken over by the London County
Council. The value of the collaboration between the medical officers of
the hospital and the Tuberculosis Officer has been stressed in previous

reports.

The following table gives certain details of the work of the Dispensary .
during 1933 and in the four previous years :—

1929, 1930, 1931. 1932, 1933.
New Patients attending ... 461 341 400 154 412
Old Patients attending ... ... ... 430 507 427 477 430
New Contacts examined ... 111 53 83 105 126
Individual attendances . 501 548 §a7 HTH | 842
Total attendances .. g Tk -] 2312 2,210 2314 2,331 2,165
Written Reports to Public Authorities
and Practitioners ' . -l  LB33 1,250 1,187 1,228 1,090
Consultations with Practitioners i 97 B2 T2 73 82
Home Visits 143 106G 157 132 117
Visits by Health Visitors to Dispensary
camf H.... F‘[' J 3.257 2067 2,469 3.373 3,404
Sputum Examinations . 154 225 1902 225 164
X-ray Examinations ... .. _ .. 12 29 | 42 61 60
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There bas been in inerease in the number of X-Ray examinations in the
last few years, Increasing stress is heing placed on X-Ray examination
by Tuberculosis workers in this country and elsewhere, and it scems
probable that the X-Ray examination of all doubtful cases, and even of
contacts, will become a matter of necessary routine. The figure given
refers only to X-Ray examinations made at the expense of the City Council.
The Tuberculosis Officer also sees X-Ray films of patients in St. Stephen’s
Hospital and receives radiological reports on Sanatorium patients.

Patients have been recommended for institutional treatment from the

Dispensary as follows :— |
Hospitals.  Sanatoria.

Insured Males .. = e 15 bl

Insured Females % oz 10 25
Uninsured Males iR = 1 2
Uninsured Females Z e 4 9
Boys oo o . . 3 7
Girls o e o i b i

This table does not include patients recommended for direct admission
to St. Stephen’s Hospital for varying periods of treatment. Many of
these become sanatorium cases later.

Convalescent treatment was arranged for a number of Ex-Service men
through the United Services Fund, and for many children through the
Invalid Children’s Aid Association, the Public Assistance Committee, the
School authorities, St. Henry Fund and other agencies. The Charity
Organisation Society and the Friends of the Poor were very helpful with
several cases,

The association with Westminster Hospital has continued and many
cases were referred there during the year for surgical opinions, for ortho-
pedic treatment, or for such treatment as the removal of tonsils and
adenoids. |

School children requiring dental treatment were referred to the school
dentist. Sixteen patients were referred to the council's dental clinie,
and 75 extractions and 2 fillings were performed. Dentures are provided
if necessary, Bight patients received artificial pneumothorax treatment
at the expense of the council and had, in all, 76 refills. One case of lupus
received special light treatment at a cost of £16 1ls.

The work of the Tubereulosis Care Committee continued on the lines
indicated in previous reports. The Committee considers the economic



13

position of cach patient admitted to or discharged from an institution and
makes suitable recommendations with regard to financial or other aid
required by the patient or his dependents. An assessment is made with
regard to the patient’s ability to contribute tow ards the cost of his treat-
ment. Arrangements are made to obtain help from veluntary sources or
by a grant from the Council when dentures are required and the patient
is unable to make full payment. Recommendations for the grant of extra
nourishment to tubercular patients are made, when this is considered
necessary as part of their medical treatment. Extra nourishment was
granted to 21 patients for varying periods at a total cost of £36 12s. 3d.

The work of the handicraft class run for dispensary patients by a
voluntary committee was continued with excellent results. The Council
again allotted a portion of the income of Barlow’s Gift to the class. The
remainder of the necessary income is made up from the proceeds of the
sale of work, and by a number of generous donations. Miss Willatts and
Miss McFarlane continued their exeellent work as teacher and secretary
respectively.
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA.

It is suggested in Circular 1345 of the Ministry of ITealth that where
detailed information regarding the Health Services of the Arca was
given in the report for 1930, it will be sufficient for the purposes of this
report to indicate any alteration or development which has taken place
during 1933. Accordingly, as these services have been somewhat fully
dealt with in recent years, the report for 1930 being a full or survey
report, they are again on this occasion discussed briefly.

Nursing in the Home.—The nursing of general illness in the home is
undertaken by the three District Nursing Associations which operate
in the City. The service is free for those without means; from others,
contributions are invited according to circumstances. The City Council,
as Maternity and Child Welfare Authority, pays these associations for
nursing services in connection with puerperal fever and pyrexia and
other illnesses arising before, during, or after confinement; also for
ailments in children up to 5 years of age, including measles and whooping
cough, The nursing of primary pneumonia and influenzal pnenmonia is
also provided for by the Council through the agency of the associations.
These services are most efficiently and satisfactorily carried out. Under
the existing arrangements, 1s, 6d. is paid to the association for each
nursing visit ; 2,434 visits were paid in 1933 at a cost of £182 11s. 0d.

Midwives.—Thirty were practising in the area in 1933. This
number includes th2 qualified midwives of the outdoor departments of
Westminster and Middlesex Hospitals, the staff of the Ormond Home,

Chelsea, and other institutions, Confinements at home attended by mid-
wives numbered 580.

Midwifery Services.—A complete midwifery service, indoor and out-
door, is providel by Westminster Hospital under agreement with the
City Council for women attending the welfare centres. This scheme
includes ante-natal clinics, both in-patient and out-patient services, and
the assistance of consultants and bacteriologists. In connection
with the practice of midwives apart from this hospital scheme certain
difficulties have arisen to which full reference is made in the succeeding
paragraphs.

Medical Assistance to Practising Midwives.—In October, Sir Frederick
Menzies, County Medical Officer drew attention to difficulties experienced
by midwives in obtaining the assistance of medical practitioners in
difficult or abnormal cases. The London County Council as the authority
for administering the Midwives Acts, supervises the practice of midwives,
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but has no power to provide medical or nursing midwifery services for
the district. Cases where midwives had spent many hours in endeavouring
to obtain the assistance of medical practitioners, thereby causing con-
siderable distress and perhaps undue suffering to women in confinement,
- seemed to call for some action by the City Council, the authority em-
powerdd to provide midwifery and medical services under the Maternity
and Child Welfare Acts.

While the Rules of the Midwives Board provide for the calling of
medical practitioners to assist midwives, payment for such services being
made by the London County Council, it has been happening with increasing
frequency that the practitioners in the neighbourhood are not available
to render assistance. The demands of private or panel practice or
disinclination to practise midwifery may account for the difficulties
experienced by the midwives. The Medical Officer of Health was
accordingly directed to communicate with the British Medical Association
for any suggestions which that body might ofier for the solution of the
problem. Failing any result from these consultations it seemed ap-
_propriate to approach the authorities of Westminster Hospital, who
already provide both indoor and outdoor midwifery services for cases
from the Maternity and Child Welfare Centres.

A further matter could be discussed with the Hospital —namely the
provision of expert medical assistance in medical practitioners’ cases.
There are no doubt cases of difficulty in a doctor’s midwifery practice
where a consultant’s opinion and help might be of the utmost value but
where there are no means to pay for a consultant. The doctor attending
must either endeavour to obtain the patient’s admission to Hospital or
decide to await developments. There is sometimes delay in sending
patients to Hospital and the risk of serious consequences may be greatly
increased. The provision of expert assistance for necessitous women in
confinements in their own homes, whether the case be under the care
of a midwife or medical practitioner, would appear to be an important
contribution to the efforts to reduce maternal mortality. It is hoped
that the scheme which is now being negotiated with Westminster Hospital
will ensure that in Westminster no woman in childbed need suffer for
the lack of skilled medleal assistance.

Laboratory Facilities.—Arrangements with Westminster Hospital
for the bacteriological examination of material from suspected cases of
tuberculosis, diphtheria, etc., continue. From Ist April, 1933, a special
arrangement has been made for the examination of milk for tubercle
bacilli while as occasion arises other special examinations of water, milk
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or other food are made. It is further proposed to examine samples of
graded milk for the presence of the organism of undulant fever, The
Clinical Research Association carry out the bacteriological examinations
of graded milk under the Special Designations Order. The chemical
analysis of food and drugs is performed by the Council’s two publie
analysts, one of whom also undertakes the investigation of atmospheric
pollution. On several occasions it was found that delay was caused in
the examination of swabs during the week-end. By special arrangement
with the Hospital all swabs submitted on Sunday are examined and the
result reported immediately to the practitioner concerned.

Legislation in Force.—No additions have been made to existing
local legislation during the year. o
Hospitals. —This subject has been fully discussed in recent reports,
details of the various hospitals in the City and the purposes for which
beds were allocated being furnished. As regards municipal hospitals,
these are under the control of the London County Council. One such
hospital is situated in the City, the Sheffield Street Hospital for pregnant
women suffering from venereal disease (52 beds). St. Stephen’s Hospital
(750 beds), formerly reserved for Westminster inhabitants, now receives
patients from a much wider area. As regards tuberculosis and infectious
diseases generally, Westminster patients, like those from other metro-
politan districts, are treated in one or other of the many hospitals of the

London County Council, some of which are in the County, while others
are in the neighbouring counties,

As regards the voluntary hospitals, the two outstanding events of the
year were the opening of the further extension of the Infants’ Hospital,
Vincent Square—a new Out-patients’ department and 50 additional
¢ts (10 of which are private) with new administrative quarters ; the

other, acquisition of Jand for the new Westminster Hospital with a proposed
provision for 400 beds, :

Maternity and Nursing Homes.—There are no such homes under the
control of the City Council,

There are no changes to report in the institutional provision for
nmarried mothers, illegitimate infants and homeless children.
Ambulance Facilities.—The various services were fully detailed in

the report, for 1930 and, so far as is known, no changes or extensions have
been effected,
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Clinics and Treatment Centres.—There have been no additions to
the number of centres. These institutions are situated as follows =—

i

. Tuberculosis Dispensary and Maternity and Child Welfare Centre
Ebury Bridge, Buckingham Palace Road, 8.W.1.
3. Maternity and Child Welfare Centre, Marshall Street, Golden
Square, W.1.
3. Maternity and Child Welfare Centre, 15, Besshorough Street,
S.W. :
4. Westminster Health Society, 121, Marsham Street, S.W.1.

¥

Maternal ~ Mortality.—Arrangements for the investigation of
maternal deaths and cases of puerperal fever and puerperal pyrexia were
set up by the City Council in 1927 and remain in force. These provisions
were fully reported upon in the reports for 1929 and 1930.  Neither the
obstetric consultant nor the pathologist was called upon to act during the
year. The reason for this is that women suffering from puerperal con-
ditions do not remain at home for treatment, but are immediately admitted
to hospital on notification. There were five maternal deaths. A sum-
mary of results of inquiry are given below :—

M. F. (29).—Married. Died in Hospital. Hamorrhage from ectopic
pregnancy. - :
D. B. (32). Died in Hospital pyemia following abortion. -

E. L. H. (42).—Married. Confined in Hospital of a stillborn child.
Died at home. Embolus from pelvic veins after childbirth. P.M.

E. L (22).—Single. 24 weeks pregnant. Died in Hospital. Eclampsia.
If delivered would probably have resulted in an anmsthetic death.

AL D. (31).—Married. Died in Hospital from puerperal sepsis.

Maternity Beds.—The agreement with the Westminster Hospital for
the provision of maternity beds continues to work very satisfactorily.
As mentioned on a previous occasion the scheme has provided a long-felt
want and is a notable contribution to the solution of the problem of
maternal mortality. The cases admitted are those recommended from
the Council’s three Maternity and Child Welfare Centres and that of the
Westminster Health Society. The grounds on which hospital accommo-
dation is sought are those laid down in Circular M. & C.W. 4, detailed in
a previous report. The total number of women admitted and confined
in the hospital was 54. Of these, 23 were from the centre at Ebury
Bridge, 15 from Bessborough Street, 6 from Marshall Street, and 10
from Marsham Street (Westminster Health Society). In the proposed
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new Westminster Hospital there will be 30 maternity beds. The ac-
commodation at present, 12 beds, has proved definitely inadequate.

Health Visiting.—The importance of visiting children between the
ages of one and five years was emphasised by the Minister of Health in
circular 1054, issued in 1929. The figures given below in Table I show
the increasing attention which is being paid to this age group of children.
The records of these children relating both to home conditions and their
health history are now passed on to the education authority when the
children enter school.

The following table shows the number of visits paid in connection
with the four centres:—

Tasre I
2 Bess-
Ebury Marzhall | Marsham F
— . borough Total.
Bridge. Shraeb. Street. Street.
Pre-natal—
First visits .. 261 223 150 =137 811
Other visits i 558 404 222 497 1.681
Children under 1 }mr of ngu—
First visits .. 306 3136 276 233 1,151
Other visits 1,631 1,520 1,005 083 5,229
Children over 1 and under 5
years—
Visita - 2,541 2,810 2,433 1,873 0,657
Death cuqmrm# Ehll l‘-lﬂ-hl.
&e. ... 43 n 19 16 109
Infectious dlmm 20y 106 40 70 425

Infant Life Protection.—The City Council under the Transfer of
Powers (London) Order, 1933, took over on the 1st April, 1933, from the
London County Council, the administration of Part I of the Children and
Young Persons Act, 1932, and at the same time appointed all the Health
Visitors for the time being in the service of the Council to be Infant Life
Protection Visitors under the Act.

The number of registered foster-parents transferred to Westminster
for supervision was 11. Since the 1st April, 1933, sixteen applications
have been received and accepted for registration. Only in one instance
has a foster mother the care of more than one child ; approved because
of the special qualifications of the foster mother and the highly satis-
factory conditions in her home. She has at present two foster children.

Two of the registered foster parents removed from Westminster
during the year, one to Kensington and the other to Edmonton. The
registrations were accordingly transferred,
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The register now contdii? the names of 25 foster mothers.

During the year visit< \yt fuster children were carried out as follows :—

TasLe IL
District.
—_— '.. |
"w»,:_:l: Southern, | Northern,
Visit by Infant Life Protection \ 1711018 t0:—

Foster Children under 5 3 60 ay
F;ih!l. '?iﬁit!- 3-7 -3' 15
Subsequent visits

Foster Children 5 to 9— 3 1 1
First visits v 10 5 >
Subscquent visits

Barlow's Gift.—The W uuw‘frﬂm this trust, amounting to L33, was
by resolution of the B! s Gift Committee divided between Maternity
and Child Welfare, tho Vuberculosis Handicrafts Committee and the
Westminster Nursina Wtittee. The money has been most usefully

.t necessaries as cannot be bought by money

expended in providing - :
Gheadt e . i Ui rubber bandages, flannel, wool and materials

for handicrafte. - The Al Jwers are duly presented for t]n.-_ purposes of
audit.

Ante-natal Work.— 1 Supervision of expectant mothers is rocognised
to be of increasing in’ iwtance, and for this purpose it is extremely
desirable that they sh AT il themselves of the expert advice obtainable
25 the oentres and 4 e hospitals. The following table shows the
siiithis 6f susanliniiis h yere dealt with through the various n:vutrf's and
how they became kn -.“' to the health visitors. The co-operation of
the hospitals with the \ '{are centres continues, and there is interchange

of much useful inform 't between those bodies which should result in

greatly improved condi’
1,009 and the number' ; expectant mothers dealt with by the centres,

805. This proportion, ' mnting to over 73 per cent., is a satisfactory
v in which the Council’s Maternity and Child

Jons fm confinements. The number of births was

indication of the man'

Wellare servies is Hisetie the Ili‘t'd\ of the community.
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Tapre I1L.—Ante-natal Cases.

Westminster
City Council's Centres., Health
i M — Sm‘:intf.
: E - o3
-Name of Hospital. % e 5:'% % Totals.
= - =
e 2 - 8
[ “E = E
2 2 ] Z
= g = é
General Lying-in 5 10 3 16 34
St. George's ... 35 20 2 7 G4
Westminster 23 37 3 25 &8
St. Thomas's 2 6 1 1 10
Charing Cross ... 11 G 17 2 a6
Middlesex v — - 20 — 20
Elizabeth Garrett Anderson ___. 1 - 1 - 2
St. Stephen’s ... wi] 34 34 18 20 106
Queen Charlotte's s ] — — - -- —_
St. Mary's R Sl 2 1 1 1 5
Princess Beatrice i — 1 —_ - 1
Royal Free .. = - - - 1 —_ - 1
King's College ... 1 1 . - - SR
Found by Health Visitors ..| 68 68 28 GO 233
By Private Doctors and Mid
wives ... ] — - — — -—-
Reported to Centre voluntarily 79 a9 . 16 40 203
Totals ... ) | 244 110 199 805

Ante-natal Visiting.—To the 805 expectant mothers who became
known to the centres, primary visits were paid by health visitors.
Subsequent visits were also paid to these cases to the number of 1,681,

The attendances by those mothers at the clinics are detailed below :—

TasLe IV.—Ante-natal Clinies.

3 First Subsequent Ko, of -7,
Centre. Bemions, Attendance. | Attendances. Total. Individuals,
Ebury Bridge 51 112 162 - 274 1G8
Bessborough Street 47 115 176 201 165
Westminster Health 5l 89 379 468 . a3
Society. 3

Ante-natal clinies are also held at Charing Cross, St. George’s, West-'
minster and Middlesex Hospitals for mothers who have made arran gements
for their confinements with these hospitals.

Mothereraft —Classes in mothercraft are held at the various centres,
and health talks have been given each week throughout the year in
connection with those classes, ;
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ol Bessboro® | Marshall | Marsham
1933. Bridge. | Siweck, ‘| Steact. - | Btrest. | Tolek
Number of classes .. 48 50 45 88 231
Total attendances ... 1,442 056 389 2,674 5,352
Average attendances 30 19-1 B4 202 23-1
Number of expectant 66 103 34 93 206
meothers
Number of attendances by 260 383 125 374 1,122
ctant mothers
Number of other mothers ... 154 125 49 s 426
Number of attendances by 1,182 503 255 2108 4,228
other uothers .
Attendances of children in 1,053 857 310 3,312 5,532
nurserics during rclasses

Materials are purchased in quantity, and sold to the mothers at cost
price. The number of garments made at Ebury Bridge was 981; at
Bessborough Street, 780; at Marshall Street, 270; and at Marsham
Street, 1,310. In addition to those, many renovations were carried out.

Midwifery Services.—The work performed by the midwives provided
by the Westminster Hospital under the City Council’s scheme which
came into operation on the 1st January, 1931, is summarised below, and
comparative fizures since 1929 are given. The area in which the midwives’
services are performed is the City of Westminster, excluding for the
time being those parts of the Parishes of St. Margaret and St. John
in which midwifery services are already provided by the City of
Westminster Health Society.

TanrLe VI.
1929, 1930, 1931. 1032. 1933.
1
Number of cases attended—
As midwife .. .. e 72 62 G2 88 77
As emergency .. .- - —_ - = T
With hospital students . — — — —_— —
With private doctor ... . —_ - — e -
Total e 72 G2 62 88 77
Number of — t
P.I'E-I]Itll "i’ih ) sren fﬂ'ﬂ 'E?E 210 2{“‘ “1
L“_'flng in visits e 1,003 a0 704 1141 1,016
Subsequent visits ... 437 420 62 — 32
Visits to infants under 1 -
year, other than lying-in
'hi“a wam ——— wann awnn e 351 292 o = e
Total number of visits 2,380 2,197 1,006 1,330 1,141

(9489) E
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TasLe VII.

Attendances by midwife at ante-natal and other clinics :—

1929 1930 1931 1932 1933

Fhury Bridge ... 43 16 51 52 50
15, Bessborough Street a7 a3 10 52 |- 4
Dl o R s . 129 100 104 . 99

The Westminster Health Society provide midwifery services in St.
Margaret and St. John Wards, the western boundary being Vauxhall

Bridge Road. The following table gives figures relating to the work
performed in this area during the year:—

TasLe VIII.

Number of cases attended—

and St. John

Wards.
As midwife ... pitsh e 43
With hospital students s G
With private doetors ek, 3
52
Midwifery visits o e 017
Nursing visits e e 41
058

There is an increasing tendency for women from other distric s
to come into Westminster institutions for their confinements. The
hospital beds available are as follows :—Charing Cross, 15; St. George's,
11; Westminster, 12; *St. Stephen's, 28. 962 women from other
districts were confined in Westminster and 410 women belonging to
the City were delivered in the hospitals mentioned.

The number of children born to Westminster parents in institutions
outside the City numbered 466.

* This is an L.C.C. hospital situated in Chelsea. Prior to the abolition of the
Guardians only Westminster eases were admitted, but now cases from other
districts are received,
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The following table shows the number of confinements in the hospitals
mentioned :—

TarrLe IX.

Charing Cross Hospital : 393, of which 50 were Westminster cases,
St. George's Hospital : 279, of which 33 were Westminster cases,
Westminster Hospital : 328, of which 131 were Westminster cases,
Sheffield St. Hospital : 163, place of residence unknown,

St. Stephen’s Iospital : 191, all were Westminster cases.

Infant Clinics.—These are held at the followirg centres at the times
mentioned :—

(Council’s Centres—

Ebury Bridge—2 p.n. Wednesday. 2 p.m. Friday.

15, Bessborough Street—2 p.m. Thursday and 2 p.m. Tuesday
(combined with ante-natal clinic).

Marshall Street—2 p.m. Wednesday.

Westminster Health Society —

Marsham Street—2 p.m. Tuesday. 2 p.m. Friday.
Toddlers’ Clinic—3rd Tuesday each month at 10 a.m.

Clinics are also held at the Infants Hospital, Vincent Square and
Charing Cross Hospital.

It will be noted from the following table of attendances that the
work at the centres continues satisfactorily, as shown by the average
attendance per session. The comparative totals since 1928 are also
shown on page D6,

(9489) ¥ 2
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Infant clinics in connection with the maternity departments of
Westminster, St. George's, Middlesex, and the General Lying-in Tospitals
are held weekly in those institutions, but they do not come within the
maternity and child welfare scheme of the Council. Since the Discon-
tinued Grants (Apportionment) (London) Order, 1930, made by the
Minister of Health, the infant welfare clinics at Charing Cross and the
Infants’ Hospital, Vincent Square, receive annual grants from the City
Council, and are accordingly included in the maternity and child Wel-
fare services of the Council.

Nursing.—Under the Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme of the
Council arrangements are in force with the three District Nursing Associa-
tions, the Pimlico, Belgravia and Chelsea; the Westminster; and the
Metropolitan Associations, for the nursing of children under five years of
age suffering from various ailments, and for certain conditions in adults.
A flat rate of 1s. 6d. is paid for each visit made by the Association con-
cerned. The following table shows the nature of certain conditions for
which nursing visits were paid :—

TasLe XL

Patients.  Visits,
Ophtbalmia nconatorum and conjunctivitis ... 6 140
Puerperal pyrexia e, 1 32 350
Influenza ... T Nl 3 37
Pneumonia Al < SRR~ S A P 13 238
Bronchitis ... oss aas 2 16
e I S S SO T 5 45
Whooping cough ... ase A Ly 1 15
Other complaints ... Sl 142 1,583

Total ... can 204 2424

—— P

Ophthalmia neonatorum has been notifiable since 1911. The percentage
of mild (non-purulent) and notified (purulent) cases in relation to births
from the year 1924 is as follows :—

TasrLe XIL
Rate per 100 births

Cases. for both classes
; ¥ of cases,
1924 ... i 23 2-4
1926 ... o 21 2.0
o e s I 16 - 1.6
1927 ... - 14 1-9
1928 ... e 7 1-2
1029 ... 11 1-9
1930 ... . 16 2.2
1981 ... I, 20 16
1932 ... 27 2:3
1933 ... sen s 12 i°1
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With regard to the incidence of venereal discase the following table

shows the death-rates of infants per 1,000 births, certified to have died
from syphilis :—

W-8 ... " e 28 - Cus
1900-10... | il v 92 1989 O ST T |
I91-16.2" “ue e B4 1990 ., T
1916-20... ... .. 495 1931 .. R,
1921-25... ... .. 17 19%e i

1026 ... - P 0-62 1933 o 36
lgﬂ? T e e 2';

us 0-72

Ophthalmia neonatorum.—Seven ecases were notified during the year,
3 of those being treated in hospital. There were also 5 instances of
watery discharge from the eyes which were brought to the notice of
the health visitors. All cases of ophthalmia neonatorum are visited as
soon as possible after notification in order to see that adequate treat-

ment is being provided. Treatment by the district nurses was carried
out in 6 cases, 140 visits being paid.

It is satisfactory to note that the incidence of ophthalmia neonatorum
has decreased, and investigations show that the infections are much
milder in character. At the end of the year, it is reported that no case

of impaired vision had resulted among the cases notified throughout
the year,

Dental Treatment.—The Council provides for the treatment of cases
both under the Maternity and Child Welfare and Tuberculosis Schemes,
Figures relating to the latter will be found in the Tuberculosis Section of

the Report, Expectant and nursing mothers, and children under five years
of age, are eligible for treatment,

Mr. Stewart Tait, Dental Surgeon, submits the following report ;:—

DextaL CLixic—1933,

I beg to forward my report on the work carried out at the Dental
Clinic for the past year.

The figures as compared with last year show a drop, but on the other
hand fewer sessions have heen held and if this is borne in mind I think
that the figures compare favourably with those of last year. Another
point is that many of the cases fail to keep their appointments after
they have been examined, This is most noticeable amongst cases for
extractions, and also many, after the extractions have been completed,
fail to attend for fillings and general prophylactic treatment.
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I would like to suggest that some system might be put into operation
whereby all patients sent to the Dental Clinic from the Welfare Centres
should be kept in touch with, by the latter, until all the dental treatment
necessary is completed.

There has been a marked increase in the numbers of children under
school age that have been brought to the Clinic, and the interest shown
by the parents in the care of their children’s teeth is most gratifying,

I regret that it has not been possible to come to an arrangement over
the installation of an electric engine at the Clinic, which apart from enabling
the work to be done more speedily, ensures less pain to the patients, and
gives them more confidence in agreeing to preventive treatment.

New Cases ded . s 5 e oo 209
Subsequent attenr]annes e s £ -« 1,068
Teeth extracted .. o . .. o~ TRRER "
Teeth filled e o i 458 o A -
Other dental operations .. g i vas o R
Anaesthetics administered :—

local .. 5 < £ 4 i o 5

general . . 4 e o - o .. 218
Dentures supplied o . i i SO
Number of sessions .. s o e vor . N

T. Stewart Tair, LD.S,,
Dental Surgeon,
TasLe XIII
Comparative statement of work of Dental Clinic (M. & C.W. section)
since 1927 : —
1927. 1023, 1929. 1030. 1931. 1932. 1933.

Number of Sessions ... e 10 55 80 78 a5 a0 095
New patients ... T4 172 153 257 257 241 205
Subsequent nttemianm 802 SO7 703 1,129 1,414 1,286 1.059
Teeth extractions b e 1,198 030 1,172 1,305 1,107 1,089 057
Tecth filled ... 248 208 148 201 222 207 183
Other dental operations 7i7 638 063 1,225 1,174 720 522
Anwsthetics administered—

Liowal e L it 17 28 33 23 a5 12 5

General ... 763 152 104 253 255 242 218
Dentures supplied ... i [ 14 18 22 15 13 12

Patients contributed £11 19s. 6d. in small sums according to their
means, d

Convalescence.—The Council has again provided in the estimates
for assistance in obtaining convalescent treatment. 12 Westminster
patients at the Infants’ Hospital, Vincent Squarc, were sent to
a convalescent home for periods varying from 2 weeks to 3 months.  After
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inquiry a grant was made in each case to make up the deficiency after
the parents had contributed. Seven necessitous mothers who had been
suffering from very poor health after their confinement were sent,
with their babies, to various convalescent homes to vecuperate for a
period of two to three weeks. The total amount expended in the year
amounted to £56 14s, 3d.

Day Nursery at 147, Warwick Street—This is the only institution of
its kind in the City, and is situated near Ebury Bridge. With its ex-
tremely limited accommodation (for 40 children) it cannot even hope to
fulfil the needs of its immediate neighbourhood. Having this in mind
the Committee, of which the Hon. Mrs. Vickers is the Chairman, Lady
(luckstein, Chairman of the House Sub-Committee, and Mrs, J. F. (.
Bennett, Hon. Secretary, are making strenuous efforts to accumulate
sufficient funds for the purpose of acquiring new and larger premises,

The administration of the nursery is excellently conducted, and its
finances are well managed and in a sound condition. With the continued

help of generous supporters it should be possible to accomplish the work of
extension within the next few years;

Total attendances at the nursery were 11,504, and the individual
children attending throughout the year numbered 80. Dr, Kathleen S.
Campbell, the Hon. Medical Officer, reports very favourably on the health
of the children and remarks on the absence of infectious discase. The
nursery is open on five and a half days in the week, the charge to parents

being 5s. for each child per week with reductions appropriate to excep-
tional circumstances,

Homes for Unmarried Mothers, eto.—The Council made a grant
of £100 to the Home of St. John the Baptist at Tulse Hill. This
home was formerly in the City, and cases from Westminster are eligible
for admission. During 1933 three Westminster women received care
and shelter over an average period of eight months. The two other
homes in the City which exist for a similar purpose were mentioned
In previous reports,

Supply of Milk.—Fresh or dried milk is supplied to certain’ cases
recommended by the medical officer of the maternity and child welfare
tentre. Before the grants are made a standard of income laid down by
the Ministry must be proved. In some instances the weekly income
does not justify an award of free milk, but those cases may come within
the scale for milk at half price, The applications are considered by a
miceting of the ladies of the Maternity and Child Welfare Sub-Committee,
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which takes place once a month at each centre. Grants are made for
a period of one month and are reconsidered for continuation at each
meeting. Preparations of dried milk are sold at cost price in connection
with the centres, 4,284 pounds being disposed of during the year. The
amount expended by the Council for fresh milk as extra nourishment
for mothers and infants amounted to £416 16s. 64. Cases in receipt of
Public Assistance are not eligible for the council’s extra nourishment
scheme, but a scheme of co-operation with the Public Assistance Com-
mittee is being worked out whereby mothers and infants in receipt of
public assistance may be referred to the centres for special recom-
mendations for extra nourishment on medical grounds. This extra
nourishment will be additional to any relief in kind and would then
be provided by the Public Assistance Committee.

Insulin Treatment.—One patient is still under treatment and the
cost to the Council for the year was £13, .

Disinfection.—Disinfection of rooms from which patients suffering from
notifiable infectious disease have been removed is carried out by means of
the formaldehyde spray. For other non-notifiable infectious conditions
disinfection is carried out on request, and a charge is made according to
the circumstances of the case,

Bedding and wearing apparel are removed to the Disinfecting
Station, and are there submitted to steam disinfection. Books are
treated with formalin.

The cleansing of persons and disinfection of clothing, ete., in a
verminous state are carried out by the Disinfecting Staff, Visits were
paid to 113 houses, and 6,786 articles of clothing, bedding, etc., were
removed for disinfection. Individuals, numbering 290 men, 31 women,
and 2 children (under school age), were given medicated baths at
the Disinfecting Station, making 372 attendances.

Notices from the London County Council in regard to school children
affected with vermin numbered 49. The Disinfecting Foreman and
the Sanitary Inspectors paid 275 visits of investigation to their homes.
By agreement with the London County Council, arrangements are in
force for the treatment at the Westminster Disinfecting Station of school
children from the boroughs of Battersea, Chelsea, Holborn, Kensington,
Lambeth, 8t. Pancras, St. Marylebone, Fulham, and Stoke Newington.

Among Westminster school children 388 cases of head lice, 1 cases of
body lice, and 28 of scabies were treated. In all these cases, the clothing
was disinfected, together with the bedding from their homes, amounting
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in all to 865 articles. Children from the above-mentioned boronizhs

treated for similar conditions were as follows: 126 for head lice,

and 14 for scabies. The number of attendances of these children for
baths at the station was 987.

The following table shows the total number of individuals treated
at the station for verminous conditions:

TasrLe XIV.
1933. Head lice. | Body lice, Scabics, Total.
Children (inclnding those under 514 4 14 62
school age). !
Adults ... e s - 278 43 321
1 B4 282 87 | ss3
TasLe XV.
General disinfection of premises, articles, ete, :—
| 1929, | 1930. | 1081 1932, | 1938,
Rooms TR T e S 446 992 613 781 747
Articles diginfected 20,201 23,858 | 22,004 22314 21,508
Articles washed .. .. .. 4,904 5304 | 3,576 3,600 1.500
Articles destroyed ... ... ... 337 100 424 1,020 2218
Books disinfected * iy 08 179 62 276 723
Viehicles R 18 8 il 5 4
Offices and business premises . 8 30 15 11 (1]

*® Library books, 46 ; private books, 67. School books, 610.
Molor Disinfecting Van.—The motor van during 1932 completed
4,302 miles, carrying 3,249 cwts. of goods. The petrol consumed was
412 gallons, equal to 10°4 miles per gallon.

CoroxeRr’s CoUurT AND MORTUARY.,

The Sub-Committee, with the Deputy Mayor, Captain J. F. C. Bennett
as Chairman, and Councillor H. 8. E. Vanderpant, Vice-Chairman, set
up in November of 1932, proceeded at once to review the existing estab-
lishment and its organisation and submitted a series of reports with
recommendations to the parent committee throughout the year. The
sub-committee held nine meetings, some of which took place at Horse-
ferry Road, The parent committee approved all the recommendations
of its sub-committee and as a result structural alterations costing £483
in 1933 were effected.

In the interests of economy it was considered advisable to spread
the expenditura of alterations, ete., over two or three years and the
programme of work, which will include a good deal of maintenance and
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repairs, e.g., outside painting and partly reflooring the Court, will not
be completed until 1935.

The committee may be congratulated on creating a transformation
of this important public health service. In the past the condition and
management of public mortuary services in most districts have not
received a great deal of attention. The subject is not an attractive one
and receives no publicity unless there be some feature to criticise. But
the public are becoming more sensitive in the matter of the disposal of
the dead. This may partly be due to influences connected with the care
bestowed by the Imperial War Graves Commission on the resting places
of those who fell in the war or from the large number (20 to 30 per day)
of normally healthy people who meet their death on the road and whose
loss brings sudden grief to so many families. The bodies of all who suffer
accidental death must be taken to public mortuaries for the purposes
of identification and inquest. There is thus unfortunately a growing
acquaintance with public mortuaries by many who never dreamed they
would visit such places,

The lady members of the committee had for some years expressed
dissatisfaction with the arrangements at Horfeferry Road, and certain
of their number, in particular, the late Mrs. Lionel Harris, had presented
articles such as brass ornaments to beautify a setting hitherto ineffably
dreary. On considering the situation the committee was greatly assisted
by hearing the views of the Coroner, Dr. Ingleby Oddie, Sir Bernard
Spilsbury and other pathologists who attend frequently at the premises.
Attention was directed to certain requirements and they may be briefly
enumerated. The need for (1) exclusive accommodation for a jury and
for Coroner’s officer; (2) waiting rooms for witnesses and police;
(3) a room where pathologists, counsel and other professional witnesses
could consult in private; (4) a laboratory for carrying out special tests,
microscopy, ete. ; (3) adequate accommodation for making post-mortem
examinations ; (6) modern methods for depositing and retaining bodies
pending inquest or burial—a need acutely felt in summer; (7) proper
arrangements whereby relatives or others may view the dead for identifi-
cation ; (8) an appropriate resting place of the nature of a chapelle
ardente for the dead while awaiting burial.

These needs were met by converting the resident quarters of the
mortuary keeper on the ground floor into five rooms, two for witnesses,
one as room for Coroner’s officer, one for police and another for
professional witnesses, A private entrance for the Coroner was provided
with direct access to his room. A laboratory for pathologists was fitted
up with sinks, benches and other equipment of a modern laboratory.
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An additional large room adjoining the post-mortem room was fitted
up likewise for post-mortem purposes, mechanical ventilation being
mstalled. Modern cold chambers of the Kelvinator make were installed
to hold 9 bodies, and these have subsequently been increased to 15.
There is nothing now to offend the sensibilities of the most sensitive
person who may visit these premises, and the viewing arrangements
are so devised that one who views a body need see no other. Finally
a beautiful chapel has been designed and provided with catafalque and
other furniture appropriate to its objects. An oak wall plaque presented
by Councillor Vanderpant indicates that the modernization and re-
equipment of the whole premises took place during the mayoralty of the
Rev. E. St. George Schomberg. The Council has expressed warm
appreciation and thanks to Mr. Vanderpant for his invaluable assistance
and advice in replanning the whole premises and bringing it up to date
and in particular for the ideas which resulted in a chapel of so beautiful
a design. :

In reviewing the duties of the stafl the committee considered it most
important that in this type of work there should be reasonable off-duty
time. The arrangements whereby there was a mortuary keeper and one
assistant entailed abnormally long periods of duty. Accordingly the
post of superintendent of the coroner’s court was established as a staff
appointment and applications were invited from senior non-commissioned
officers in the medical branches of the Services. A late chief petty officer
of the Royal Navy was appointed in July, 1933. For the present he
resides in a flat over the court rooms, while his first assistant lives in a
flat in the neighbouring block of the council’s new dwellings and the
second also in rooms provided by the council. The mortuary services
must necessarily be available at any hour of the night or day thronghout
the year. Although the resident population of the City has greatly
decreased, yet there is no corresponding decrease in the number of
accidental or unnatural deaths which take place within the City boundaries.
The staff now increased to three ensures that there will always be at
least one person on duty while allowing adequate leave for the others,
The committee also considered it desirable that the last offices in the
case of females should be performed by a woman, preferably a trained
nurse, and this proposal has been carried out. A trained nurse attends
for this purpose, :

A descriptive article by B. 8. Townroe, Esq., B.A., ete., dealing with
the Court and Mortuary as now constituted appeared in the Municipal

Journal for 5th January, 1934, and by kind permission two photographs
taken for that article are here reproduced.
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Among the administrative changes which have taken place under the
new arrangements may be mentioned the attendance of the super-
intendent at ecach meeting of the Public Health Committee, He submits
his report for the period following the previous committee, and the
figures immediately below apply to the months of 1933 following his
appointment :— ' '

Drowning .. 6 Sudden death .. 15
Street accidents 30 Natural causes.. 48
Odher - . o V20 Misadventura .. 14
Suieide .. .. 35 Other causes .. 14

In view of the reorganization it was considered necessary to redraft
the Mortuary Regulations. These, having been approved by the
Committee in December, will be placed before the Couneil in 1934,

The number of bodies removed to the Council’s mortuary under
order of the Coroner, or to await burial, was 324,

Inquests were held at the Coroner’s Court, Horseferry Road, in
310 cases, and there were 15 adjourned inquests. Post-mortem
examinations were made in 185 instances. Fourteen hodies were received
in the mortuary chapel to await burial.

The number of bodies taken to the mortuary for - purposes of
inquest, and to await burial, during the last 30 years is set out as
follows :—

TaerLe XVI
| For To avait For To await
r'I
e i Tokal Inquest. | Burial. - Total. Inguest. | Burial.
1904 .. ll 331 322 50 e .| 308 260 39
1905  ..; 368 307 61 1920 ..| 289 2069 20
1906 .., 314 233 61 1021 .| 278 213 35
1907 .. 358 231 71 1922 .| 269 247 29
1908 | 364 a3 G 128 .| 338 318 17
1008 .| 291 258 33 108 .. 30 328 12
Wi ' .l 23] 59 Y S R 317 17
Wil L] 38 334 49 1926 .| 343 323 g
| - G e 254 40 1927 -l 357 341 16
1913 -l 38 | 286 42 1928 w348 341 7
191¢ .| 33 | 23 og |1929 .| 201 248 3
TRk T S T a7 1930 ..| 289 282 Y
oie - L] et | 24 1981 - .| 33 328 3
97 . .| = | 263 13 |wae ] 319 U R
ioig = -] ag 43 was ..l 324 310 14

It may be of interest to note that of the 32¢ bodies brought to the
mortuary, 19 were cases of drowning, 39 of street accidents, 40 of other
accidents, 63 of suicide, 142 of sudden death, natural caunses and
misadventure, and 19 other causes,
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Matters of Public Health Interest which have
arisen during the year.

I—Tubereulosis : Assessment of Contribution by Patients lowards the cost of Residential
Treatment,

The London County Council announced that the matter of assessment had heen
transferred from the Public Health Committee to the Public Assistance Committee
and requested that the City Council’s Tubzrzulosis Care Committee should undertake
the collection and assessment of contributions of those who previous to the operation
of the Local Government Act, 1929, wers tuberculous Poor Law patients,

The City Council having consulted its Tuberculosis Care Committee agreed to
assess the new typ2 of cases, but was unable to undsrtake collection of contributions,
which decision was in conformity with the practice of the Care Committee which had
been in operation for some cighteen years,

H.—Lazal Government Aet, 1929, Contributions io Voluntary Associations,

The scheme of the Minister of Health fixing the City Council's annual grants to
the fallowing associations in the amounts stated was received. The grant period is
fram 1st April, 1933, to 31st March, 1937,

City of Westminster Health Society R T I - N
Charing Cross Hospital Contre ... 272
Infants’ Hospital, Vincent Square x5 218
City of Westminster Day Nursery 600

The payments are to be made subject to conditions specified by the Minister
being fulfilled.

II.—Tubereulosis—The London County. Council—Improved Co-operation between
the Public Assistance Authority and the Loeal Authority as regards exira
naurishment for Tuberculous Patients receiving Oul-Relief.

The County Council annoanced that the District Medical Officer would consult
the Tuberculosis Officer as to extra nourishment to such cases over and ahove the
ordinary scales of diet for out-relief cases. He would also refer out-relief cases whom
be found to be tuberculous to the Tuberculosis Dispensary and would consult the
Tulereulosis Officer as to recommendations for in-patient treatment for such cases,

IV.—Incinerator at bock of private flats,

A further period for the operation of this incinerator has been granted by the
Lendon County Council after consulting the City Council. The principle in this case
i that of a combined shoot-incinerator. Tt works with high efficiency which almost
entirely results from eareful and intelligent management.  All the household refuse
from a considerable number of flats is burned to a fine ash. So scanty is the residuum
that the dustman calls only once a month,

VieInfant Life Protection—Adaption of Children Aect, 1926, Guardianship ad litem,

The Home Seeretary had stated that Maternity and Child Welfare Authoritics
“ere qualified to act as guardians ad litem as well as Education Authorities, The
City Couneil accordingly informed the Courts in the area of this decision. In one
ce the Westminster County Court appointed the City Council guardian ad litem

and the Medical Officer of Health attended the Court to give evidence before an
sdoption order was made,
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VI —Mutual Registration of Assistance,

This has for its objects the linking up of various forms of assistance, whether
official or voluntary, co-operation between bodies administering assistance and
interchange of il‘hl‘urmation 50 that overlapping may be avoided and particular types
of cases assisted by the most suitable body. The scheme, which had lapsed for
some years, was revived at the request of the London County Council, who desired
that its Public Assistance Committee might have advantage of being made aware
of the efforts of charitable and other voluntary associations in dealing with cases
coming within the purview of the Committee. The City Council decided that the
activities of its Welfare Contres and Tuberculosis Care Committee which related to
the distribution of grants for extra nourishment, etc., should be affiliated to the
mutual registration of assistance set up by the Westminster Committee of the Charity
Organization Society.

VII.—Prevention of Deafness,

The Minister of Health drew attention in Circular 13374 to the need for early and
continuous treatment of infants suffering from ear defects with a view to preventing
deafness and deaf mutism. The Medical Officer of Health was dirccted specially
to inform the Medical Officers of the Council's Centres of the views of the Minister
and to take action accordingly.

VIII.—Homeless Persons—Washing Facilities and Shelters,

The London County Council drew attention to a representation from Societies
working on behalf of the Homeless that in the free shelters provided by certain
philanthropic bodies there were no washing facilities and the men who lodged there
were in consequence handicapped when appearing before prospective employers.
The matter was discussed by the Public Health Committee and also by the Baths
Committee. The former put forward the suggestion that it might be possible for
the Works Committee to provide a number of free vouchers for washing facilitics
at the public lavatories near such shelters for use before 8 a.m. This suggestion was
forwarded to the Works Committee,

IX.—Conversion of Homes into One Room Flatlets.

A Borough Council through the Metropolitan Boroughs, Standing Joint Com-
mittee expressed a need for obtaining further sanitary control over such conversions,
It was feared that danger to health might arise through occupants, in the main
single women, cooking food on a gas ring, washing up dishes at a lavatory basin
and in some cases having a fixed bath in the room although it might be screened.
The City Council was of opinion that existing legislation was sufficient to safeguard
sanitary conditions in such one room flatlet conversion schemes as had come under
its notice. Morcover, it did not appear that the dangers to health which were feared
from the conditions described were likely to be realised.

X.—Maternity and Child W elfare—Grants to necessitons _’lfnﬂ.ifr;—E.rfm Nourish-
ment for certain cases in receipt of Public Assistance,

The London County Council introduce the subject of co-operation between the
Public Assistance Committee and the Maternity and Child Welfare Authority as
regards the extra nourishment to expectant and nursing mothers in receipt of public
assistance. It is desired that all such women if not already attending an ante-

(0459) F
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natal elinic or welfare eentre shall be sent there, The medical officer of the ecntre
would then be in a position to recommend to the relieving officer the extra diet,
over and above ordinary scales, which he considered necessary in any given case,
Payment for extra diet for these cases woul{ be made by the - Pablic Assistance
Committee,

The City Council, while agreeing with this scheme of co-operation in principle,
pised certain points of detailed administration which scemed to require simplification
arelucidation, Discussion with the officers of the London County Couneil is proceeding
and it is confidently hoped that these points will have been settled and the scheme
brought into operation at an early date,

Y1 —Tubereulosis—Payment Jor Sanoerysin Treatment,

The authorities of Brompton Hospital desire that this form of treatment, which
i highly expensive, should, in the case of patients ordinarily resident ina metropolitan
lrough, be paid for by that Borough Council. The City Council while prepared to
consider payment for individual cases was of opinion that such payment should be
mule only on the express recommendation of its Tuberculosis Officer,

SoveE OBSERVATIONS ¥ROM THE Work oF THE MATERNITY AND CHiLD
WEeLFARE CENTRES, :

The Health Visitors in charge of the Council’s Centres have been
tequested by the Medical Officer of Health to comment on certain aspects
ol social and health conditions in their respective areas, and after consulting
lhe medical officers of the centres report as follows :—

Ebury Bridge Centre.—No deterioration noted in health of mothers
and infants during 1933 in spite of unemployment which, however, is
lecreasing.  There is a tendency for the numbers of mothers coming to
live in Victoria district from Wales and Ireland to increase. These do
ot possess so good a physique as the Westminster-born women,

An observation made some years ago is confirmed: that mothers
vho previous to marriage were in good domestie service show to advantage
as regards bodily fitness,

Foster  Mothers—The number of women possessing the desirable
jualifications for the care of foster children is regrettably small, and the
lemand for foster mothers, as might be expected, is for the care of
llegitimate children. Close contact is maintained with the National
Society for the Prevention of Cruclty to Children and much useful infor-
wation has been exchanged.

Student Health Visitors.—Sixteen from the National Health Socicty
Were trained at the Centre, all of whom were trained nurses, At the
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suggestion of the Ministry the course of training has been revised, the
minimum attendance being fixed at 26 days of 130 hours, of which 48
hours are devoted to home visiting,

The grants of milk to nursing mothers has in many cases enabled them
to nurse their infants for the normal period.

The closest co-operation exists with the district nurses, but in less
degree with the school nurses who do not find much occasion to visit the
Centre. :

In relation to 351 births in the district, 123 expectant mothers
attended the Centre. 94 women took advantage of the Council’s midwifery
services :— 55 in-patients and 39 out-patients of Westminster Hospital.

Infants under 1 year attending the Centre numbered 223 in relation
to 351 births, in addition to 52 infants who moved in from other districts.

Marshall Street Centre.—There is very little poverty or unemploy-
ment in the northern area, only 29 families (mothers and/or infants)
receiving milk grants compared with 310 recipients in the whole city.
A state of fairly good nutrition scems to prevail. On inquiry as to butter
consumption, as compared with margarine, it was found that very few
in this area purchased margarine.

Foster Mothers.—Only three are registered and they attend the centre
regularly. Quite a number of addresses of foster children are received,
but in most cases they are found to be former addresses of the parents.

Student Health Visitors.—Five from the Battersea Polytechnie, Bedford
College and College of Nursing received training. The methods of
instruction at this centre are deseribed, it being emphasised that for the
first month students must pay home visits always with the health visitors

Co-operation with district nurses is not extensive. Only on three
occasions were their services required for « ntre cases. With the school
nurses, however, head masters and head nistresses there is much helpful
interchange of information by personal visits.

Ante-natal Clinic.—None at this centre, but 25 expectant mothers
attended the mothercraft clasg,

There were 5 in-patients and 2 out-patients of Westminster Hospital
in connection with the City Council’s midwifery services.

Births in the arca numbered 195. After deducting infant deaths,
still births, moved away before visiting, and above standard births the
number remaining is 151.  Of these, 80 infants attended the Centre.

(9189) ¥ 2
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Bessborough Street Centre and that of the Westminster Health Society
at Marsham Street report generally in somewhat similar terms, In
some cases high rent for rooms in tenement houses is a cause of hardship.
In the case of the former the births in the district were 307, while 167
expectant mothers and 241 children under one year of age attended the
Centre during the year. In relation to the 307 births, 6 took place in
Westminster Hospital, while 39 infants were born at home, the confine-
ments being attended by the Westminster Hospital midwife under the
Council’s agreement. As regards the Westminster Health Society’s district,
of 265 births 36 took place in Westminster Hospital under agreement and
6 at home attended in co-operation with the out-patient department of
the hospital. Infants under one year attending the Centre during the
year numbered 161 ; the total births in the district were 265,

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Water.—With the exception of those premises (previously reported)
which are supplied with water from deep wells, the whole of West-
minster takes its supply from the Metropolitan Water Board,

A deep well has been sunk during the year in connection with the
rebuilding of 3, St. James Square.

Public Swimming Pools, Laundries, d&c.—There are three establish-

ments, situated at Buckingham Palace Road, Great Smith Street, and
Marshall Street,

The numbers using the swimming pools and private baths in 1933
were :—
Great Smith Street : 150,791 men ; 66,254 women.
Buckingham Palace Road : 129,306 men ; 85,078 women.
Marshall Street : 173,100 men : 126,865 women.,

The numbers relating to users of the public laundries were :—
Great Smith Street, 30,796 ; Buckingham Palace Road, 28,589 ; Marshall
Street, 11,355.

Frequent bacteriological examinations of the water in the first- and
second-class swimming pools at the Council’s three establishments have
been made throughout the year. The results were reported to the Baths
Committee at their monthly meetings and have shown that the water
in each swimming pool has been maintained at a highly satisfactory
standard of purity by means of the filtration and purification plants,
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Diainage and Sewerage.—During the year 926 plans of drainage and
other sanitary works relating to existing and new buildings were examined
and approved. . This is the largest number of plans dealt with since
the supervision of all drainage works was referred to the Medical Officer
of Health in 1912, The previous highest number was 891 in 1930.

In addition to the works in respect of which plans were submitted,
many small alterations such as the diversion of pipes, replacement of
fittings, &e., which did not necessitate the deposit of plans were also
dealt with.

New Sanitary Construction.—Of the 926 plans relating to drainage
and other sanitary works, 96 represented sanitary provisions in entirely
new buildings. The corresponding figures since 1929 are as follows :—

e 1929, 1930, 1931. 1932, 1033,
Plans ... wa| BTT 891 748 767 926
Plans of work in new build-
ings included in above ... a1 96 7l 68 06

Combined drainage orders were made in 19 cases.

Infringeménts of the by-laws were reported by the Sanitary Inspectors
in 21 instances in respect of failure to give notice of intention to construct
or to deposit plans. There were no prosecutions in respect of these
offences, but 11 builders were cautioned. In the remaining cases the
explanations offered were accepted and no further action was taken.
One builder was prosecuted for carrying out sanitary works in an
unsatisfactory manner, and was fined £2 and £3 3s. costs.

Closet  Accommodation.—The water carriage system is in existence
throughout the City.

Public Sanitary Conveniences.—These are under the control of the
City Engineer. There are now 41 public conveniences in the City, 22
for men and 19 for women.

The accommodation available for the public was increased during the
vear by the construction of a new convenience in Millbank by Lambeth
Bridge. Accommodation for both men and women was provided. On
the 1st April the control'of the conveniences on the Victorin Embankment
by Westminster Bridge and Charing Cross Underground Station was
transferred from the London County Council to the City Council under
the Transfer of Powers Order made by the Minister of Health under the
Local Government Act, 1929,
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In addition to the 41 conveniences above mentioned, there are 32 publie
urinals for men. One urinal in Millbank was abolished when the new
convenience at Lambeth Bridge was completed.

Public Cleansing.—This is carried out by a separate department of
the City Council under the City Cleansing Superintendent. There is
a daily collection of refuse throughout the City and the figures for the
Council year ended 31st March, 1934, are as follows :—

Tons.
House refuse collected .. i 3 .. 87,062

Trade refuse collected .. . s .. 1,646

Total barged away 4 i’ .. 88,708

Modernization® of Transport.—During the early part of the year three
new motor refuse collecting vehicles were purchased and thirteen of the

present fleet of the open-body type were converted to totally enclosed
bodies,

In November a motor sweeper and collector of the -latest type was
purchased, which combined the operations of sweeping and collecting
or picking up the refuse from the streets and conveying it to the disposal
depot. :

In December the City Cleansing Superintendent put forward a com-
prehensive scheme for the complete modernization of the Council's
transport, extending over a period of four years at an approximate cost
of £45,000. This scheme provided for the entire replacement of the
horse transport and obsolete motor transport and was anticipated to

effect not only a considerable saving in cost but greater efficiency in
working.

Refuse Collection by *“ Container System.”—The scheme also provided
for the inauguration of a “ Container System ™ of refuse collection for
large hotels and blocks of flats, &e. This system provides for the hiring
from the Council of metal refuse containers of either 1} or 2% cubic yards
capacity, which are collected at arranged intervals and replaced by
clean empty containers. This system is not only advantageous to
the hirers from an hygienic point of view but saves considerable time
to the Council by dispensing with the necessary labour required for the
collecting, emptying and returning of large numbers of bins,

The Council agreed to the report in principle and gave authority to
proceed with the purchase of small quantities of the various units in
order that an extended trial could be made.
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efuse Disposal—Essex County Council Adct.—Early in the year,
the Essex County Council promoted a Bill in Parliament containing a
clanre dealing with the subject of the disposal of refuse by local authorities
and others, except those within the county itself. Its object was the
prohibition of the dumping of refuse anywhere in the county, exeept
will the consent of the local authority concerned and that of the County
(‘ouncil,  There was to be no right of appeal against an adverse decision
on the part of those authorities.

The clause, if passed, might have been operated so as to prevent the
further dumping of refuse even in places already in use for that purpose.
Such a situation would have presented a serious problem to those authori-
ties in the metropolitan arca and elsewhere whose refuse was being
dinposed of in the county. In the case of Westminster, the major
portion of its refuse had been deposited in Essex for many years past.

The City Council had in 1932 entered into new contracts with two
firms having dumps in Essex and had required them to comply with
cerlain precautions suggested by the Ministry of Health for observance
at refuse tips and dealing with the covering or refuse, &e. As a conse-
(uence conditions at both dumps had improved.

The authorities affected decided to offer strenuous opposition to the
~ proposals.  Some of them, including Westminster, presented a joint
petition to Parliament, while others petitioned separately.

It was urged that the disposal of refuse under proper methods of
control such as those in use in Bradford could be carried on without
detriment to neighbouring inhabitants or property. In that city, refuse
was being disposed of within the district, in some instances in close
proximity to dwelling houses, in such a manner that no nuisance of any
kind was in evidence. It was pointed out that most of the refuse disposed
of in Essex was deposited on marsh lands along the river bank at con-
widerable distances from the ncarest habitations. These lands in their
existing state were uscless for any remunerative purpose, but by filling
in and levelling with refuse properly covered, they could in time be used
for agricultural and industrial purposes.

The preparation of evidence for the opposition involved many visits
Ieing paid to refuse dumps, refuse destructors and pulverization plants in
Iissex and elsewhere by klw Medical Officer of Health and other officers
of the council covering a period of some four months.

The Essex County Council eventually entered into negotiations with
{he petitioning authorities and after considerable discussion between
ho parties and the Ministry of Health a final basis of agreement was
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reached and the clause as amended was approved by Parliament. It
provides that refuse may continue to be deposited in arcas already used
for that purpose and in other riverside areas subject to certain regulations
concerning the question of the maximum height above surrounding
ground at which refuse may be placed, the length of time during which
newly deposited refuse may be left uncovered, the depth and type of
covering materials to be used according to the nature of the refuse, &e.
In the case of other parts of the county, the County Council is empowered
to prescribe from time to time areas in which refuse may be deposited
in accordance with the regulations,

In order to ensure that the City Council’s contractors were carrying
out their obligations an official of the Highways Department was detailed
to supervise operations at the dumps in Essex as a whole time duty.

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA.

The following table shows in detail matters relating to the
general sanitary condition of the City. The work of the district
sanitary inspectors is performed under several main headings : inspection
of nuisances and other insanitary conditions, whether on complaint or
otherwise ; supervision of all new sanitary fittings and drainage in old
and new buildings, which includes reporting on plans of proposed sanitary
construction in respect of requirements laid down in the by-laws under
the Metropolis Management Acts and the Public Health (London) Act,
1891, duties connected with housing and infectious disease, and others
relating to the sanitary condition of the City.
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TasLe 1.
Inspection of premises :—
Dicelling-houses— Water-Closets—
Primary Inspeetions— Directly approached from
(@) On complaint ... v o 1 rooms 43
(8) Infectious discase v 123 Accommodation insufficient 18
(¢) Housing  Regulations, Water Supply—
1926 ... . 1,128 fn%llﬂ'rlcnt or unsatisfactory 49
(d) Special Hnunmg ‘:mrﬂ]r 322 Cisterns dirty and uncovered 152
(¢) Housing np]'.-lltmt.luns - DE2 Absence of—in upper floors of
(f) Other reasons ... e 3,406 “ !Ijslmmcnt houses ... 12
ustbins—
Total e 1,000 Absence of we 145
Insufficient ... 53 i
Re-inspeetions ... ... .. 9,370 Defective 116
Other Presises Animals kept 50 as to be a
Primary inﬁpecti:'.ms—-— Dt?]g:'sz:rnnm o .’i;':
() On complaint ... .. 403 Dangerous structures noted 3l
(&) Other reasons ... wee 3,878 ﬂ\.emrm\ din f M
Tl T S e, U’:lf,fﬂ::;ﬂ“ ru,‘imﬂ lllcgul]y =
Re-inspections ... .. .. 5431 | Sanitary works supervised : —
Sanitary Works— ]}mma{mnll&:llng soil, waste, rain-
Total Inspections— C-uw‘:“ . e M 1410
Eg; Eﬁuu’u“r?'mrﬁ*'* o T Altered, repaired, ete.... ... 1,673
el Intercepting traps fixed R
Nuisances, etc. :— g::ﬂit;“:ﬁgﬂ“ pepsided 4423
Defective or dirty conditions n - Ohemionl ... s
of internal structure e 1,206 w Whter nee e 1,048
Varminoes conditions T shs ) S e 082
Damp eonditions 358 Y% Shor-Goonte:
Inadequate under-floor venti- Constructed = ... E'ﬂ.!.!
Bation o ag1 z Replzlmd and reconditioned LA
FiNLig—
Defective cﬂﬂnﬁt water. 943 Constructed ... R |
O e 2 ™ o3 'Repmmd and reconditioned ... G4
»  paving of : o )44 W Fll:::hflttmgs fixed— -
Water-closets— Bt . 1N
Insufficiently ventilated or Lavatory basins .. .. 1862
lighted ... e B Sinks, ete. . 1700

* This figure mc!uden 81 visits of enquiry in respect of nm&llpn: contacts.

Restriction of Rent Acts.—No applications were received for certificates
under these Acts.

On the 18th July a new Act, to which reference is made elsewhere
in this report, came into force dealing further with the subject of control
and decontrol of dwelling-houses. It provided, infer alia, that dwelling:
houses in the Metropblitan Police District and City of London of a rate-
‘able value exceeding £45 on an appointed day (6th April, 1931) were to
be immediately decontrolled, those of a rateable value between £20 and
£45 were to remain controlled so long as the sitting tenant remained
in possession. In the case of those not exceeding £20 in rateable value,
if occupied by a controlled tenant at the time of the passing of the Act
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vontrol was to be continued for five years ; if occupied by a decontrolled
tenant or if unoccupied, they were to remain decontrolled, subject to
registration being effected with the local authority not later than
18th October. There was a proviso in the case of the last mentioned
class of house, that registration after that date could be effected on
application to the County Courts, which were empowered to grant
certificates authorising registration on being satisfied that non-registration
was due to some reasonable cause. The County Courts were also
empowered to order the registration to be cancelled in any case where it
was proved that the property was not in fact entitled to be treated as
decontrolled.

The number of registrations effected by the 18th October was 7,632,
Late registrations on certificates of the County Court to date (June,
1934) number 128. Certificates of registration or non-registration, which
local authorities were required to grant on payment of a fee of 1s., have
been issued in 191 cases, 181 being in respect of registered houses and

10 non-registered. There have been no cancellations of registration by
the County Court.

Nuisances.—Intimation notices were served in 1,223 instances, the
number of premises concerned being 1,142, Statutory notices authorised
by the sanitary authority numbered 50 and related to 48 premises. Police
cours proceedings as detailed below were taken in 7 instances in order to
enforce compliance with the requirements of statutory notices: —

Details of Nuisance, ete. Result of Proceedings.

(1) Business premises without water supply ... Abatement order, 45, costs,
(2) Defective and dirty conditions in a tene- Abatement order, 3s. costs.

ment house

(3) Failure to comply with abatement order Fine £3, and 21s. costs,
in (2)

(4) Defective W.C. in above-mentioned ... Summons withdrawn at magistrate's
tenement house suggestion, the defendant having

disposed of the premises,
(5) Business premises without water supply  Abatement order,
(6) Dirty and defective conditions in a tene- Abatement order, 21s. costs.
ment house ;

(7) Dwelling-house without a water supply ... Abatement order, 6s. costs.
The following are the comparative figures since 1929 :—

—_— 1929. 1930, 1031. 1932. 1933,
Intimation Notices ..., o 1,158 1,239 - 1,244 1,378 1,223
Statutory Notices ... .. 59 72 62 57 50
Legal Proceedings ... ... 7 5 & 4 7
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Water Supply—The Metropolitan Water Board sent 31 notices
of withdrawal of water supply to premises. In each case the reason for
the action of the Board was failure to pay the water rate.

There were 3 prosecutions in respect of failure to restore water supply
following the service of statutory notices. .An abatement order was
made in each case.

Water Supply in Tenement Houses.—Power to effect this provision is
given under Section 48 of the Public Health (London) Act, 1891, and
under Section 78 of the London County Council (General Powers) Act,
1907. The number of cases in which this action was taken since 1929
is as follows :—

1929. 1930, 1931. 1932. 1933,
5] 21 19 9 12

By-laws as to Removal of Offensive Refuse.—One case was reported
and the person concerned was prosecuted and fined 40s. and 21s. costs,

Lighting of staircases in tenement buildings.—The L.C.C. (General
Powers) Act, 1927 (Sec. 61), provides that the staircases of every tenement
building shall, wherever practicable, be provided with adequate means
of natural and artificial lighting, and those constructed after the
commencement of the Act with windows to the external air at eacl storey,

At 22 houses lighting of staircases was installed or improved as the
result of representation to the owners,
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Facrories, Worksnors Axp WORKPLACES,
Occupations and Workshops.—In the following tables are shown in
detail the number and variety of work premises on the register at the end

of 1933, the num! " r of inspections made, and the results of such inspec-
tions :—

Tanre II.
Work Premises, by
Tailors, outfitters, shirt makers, hiat, eap and helmet makers ..| 1,405
Dressinakers, milliners, embroiderers, lace makers, blouse makers,
costumiers, lingerie makers, children’s outfit mukers, feather
dyeing, corset makers, furriers, ete. i . . .| 1,336
Leather workers, boot and shoe makers, harness makers, ete, .. i8
Carpentry, upholsters, carvers, gilders, ete. .. . . . 92
Surgical and dental instrument makers .. o o . 8
Tobacco manufacturers . v - i s - 7
Wig makers and hair workers i . vy i i 48
Printing, bookbinding, lithographers, envelope making, stationers,
relief stamping, ete. .. . " . - ‘e . G4
Jewellers, silversmiths” and burnishers, diamond ecutters and
polishers, engravers, ete, .. e s . 2 o 79
Metal workers .. - . L .y - . % 45
Miscellaneons—Basket making, fancy work, shoe ornaments, hiat
ins, stamp sorters, posteard tinters, fan makers, artificial
Eﬂw&r mllﬂﬂ, ate. .. e . " e e e 49
Florists ., e . P s o .o 5 . 21
]-Jﬂu“dri“ " e - aa - s T W I-T
Bﬂke]lﬂu{!’" T e e e s .. e s E;
P]lﬂtﬂ' ht‘l‘l na " e e T e ' wm
J:welgcrsz makers .. .t o e e e .e 7
Einﬂml ﬂim 'Hul'hp]ml s e e . s aw 22
Total ..| 3,374

The use of 124 workshops was discontinued, and 379 additions were
made to the register during the year.

TapLe II1.—Inspection.

KNumber of
Premi
i Tnspections. |Written Notices. Imﬂm
[14] () (3) (41
Factories (including factory laundries) ... 347 8 e
Workshops (including workshop laundries)| 3,370 241 1
Workplaces (other than Outworkers’
POCDRINeR) coe . vor  wee  eee el 2.984 135 1
Total ses e el G000 284 2
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TavLe IV.—Defects found.

—

I Xumber of Defects, Ximbeer of
: 1 ity e SSCMEEH e} nlll'u-nru In
Partiealars. Lieferred to “?:1;"":“]!;];:-\-
P, Iemieadl=d. H.M. clitions were
' Imsppector, Istituted,
feh @ (3) (4) —hin 3
Nuisances under the Pullic Health
Acls :—
Want of cleanliness Gan 275 . 278 - —
Want of ventilation i 26 26 — —
Overcrowding i 21 21 - -
Want of drainage of floors 5 5 — —
Other nuisances ... . e 184 182 - 2
Sanitary accommodation—
Tnsuflicient 27 27 - —
Unsuitable or defective 134 134 - —
Not separate for sexes ... 18 18 — —
Offences under the Factory and Work-
shop Acts :—
Megul oceupation of underground
bakehouse (s, 101) — — —
Other offences .., —_— -— - —
(Exeluding offences relating to
outwork and offences under
the Sections mentioned in the
Schedule to the Ministry of
Health (Factories and Work-
shops Transfer of Powers)
Order, 1921.)
Total e GO0 G388 — 2

TaBLE V.—Other Matiers.

Class, r Number,
Visits to Outworkers' premises other than
workshops .. 5 e s ik 137
Matters notified to IH.M. Inspector of
Factories : —
Failure to affix Abstract of the Factory 181
and Workshop Aect ;
Absence of means of warming .. 9 —
Matters referred by H.M. Inspectors & 6l
Workrooms measured ,, . e i 181
Visits of Enquiry re |
Employment of Women ., . o 90 |
n & » Outworkers . v 117
Underground bakeliouses in use at the end of
the year o - . o i 43

A copy of a table relating to outworkers required by the Home Office
under the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901, and giving information
under the headings of Sections 107, 108, 109 and 110 is appended,
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Outworkers.—The total number of lists received during the year
amounted to 1,035,

Notices in respect of failure to send lists were sent to 118 firms.  No
legal proceedings were necessary in respect of this offence,

The lists contained 9,479 names and addresses, of which 4,955 were
in other districts, 4,312 being within the Metropolitan area and 523 in the
London Suburban Districts.

The number of individual outworkers in the City at the close of the
year was 1,615, of whom 1,513 were registered as occupying workshops.
The number of premises in which outwork was being carried on was 744,

Smoke Abatement.—The following table shows the extent to which
smoke has been a cause of complaint to the sanitary authority during
the past five years, and also a summary of the measures taken in
mitigation :—

TasLe VII.

— 1929, 1030. 1931. 1032, 1033.
Complaints received 52 3l 49 I a5 63
(hservietions taken 854 755 854 G249 749
Notices issued—

Preliminary Ty 12 16 10 il . 10
Statutory - 2 2 2 1
Legal l’ruv:-m-lmgn — 2 -— 2 —

There were no prosecutions in respect of smoke nuisances during 1933,

Greater London Joint Smole Abatement Commitlee.—This Committee
held at least one meecting during the year. Your Medical Officer of
Health is a representative of the Metropolitan Boroughs’ Standing Joint
Committee on this Committee,

The instructional cards for stokers prepared by this Committee, and
referred to in last year's Report, were distributed by the Smoke Inspectors
to firms who experienced difficulty in prev enhng smoke nuisance whether
from oil or solid fuel plants.

National Smoke Abatement Society.—The City Council takes an active
interest in the work of this Society. Councillor Mrs. Alderson Horne,
as a member of the Public Health Committee, has attended its meetings
and has made many interesting reports on proceedings.
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I'nvestigation of Atmospheric Pollution.—Department of Scientific and
Industrial Research.—In view of the work undertaken by the City Council
in relation to the investigation of atmospheric pollution, the Department
mentioned invited the Council to appoint members to the Standing
Conference of co-operating bodies. This body consists of representatives
of local authorities, industrial undertakings, scientific societies, &e.,
actively interested in such investigations, The Council appointed your
Medical Officer of Health and Mr. J. McLachlan, one of the City's public
analysts, as its representatives, They attended the meetings held in
May and November when matters relating to administration of smoke

legislation and research into causes of atmospheric pollution were
discussed. : | :

Atmospheric Pollution.—Ever since the representations were made by
the City Council and other local authorities in 1929 in connection with the
proposal to erect a large Power Station in Battersea, the whole question
of atmospheric pollution has been carefully studied by the Council. The
Battersea Power Station has been partially completed, but so far as is
known, even the completed section was not in full operation at the end of
the year. It will be remembered that it was the possibility of deleterious
effects arising from sulphur fumes from large power stations which caused
s0 much discussion in Parliament and in the Press in 1929. The public
had then in mind the case of Farnworth v. Manchester Corporation.
ultimately decided in the House of Lords against the Corporation. At
Battersea an elaborate plant for the elimination of grit and noxious gases
has been installed, and is in operation, but so far no authoritative report
has reached the public as to its results. The City Council began the
estimation of sulphur gas in December, 1931, and has records over a
considerable period prior to the completion of the first section of the
station. '

Methods of Investigation.— There are three main lines of investiga-
tion :—

(1) The estimation of soluble and insoluble impurities depozited from
the air, or washed out of the air into deposit gauges consisting of large
glass bottles with their collecting funnels, which are of measured area.
The deposited impurities and the varying quantity of rainwater in the

bottles are examined by Mr. McLachlan, one of the Council's analysts,
at the end of each month, |

(2) The qualitative and quantitative comparison by means of a colour
standard of the effects of suspended impurities in the air. A measured
volume of air is drawn through the rim of a disc of filter paper rotated at















85

e gular intervals during the 24 hours. The air drawn through leaves a
deposit on the white paper. The degree of intensity of the mark, corres-
ponding to the amount of suspended impurities, is then compared with a
scale of standard tints. This instrument, which was designed by Dr. J. 8,
Owens, and known as the “ automatic air filter,” has been so devised
that the scale of tints correspond to pounds of suspended impurities per
million cubic yards of air,

(3) Estimation of sulphur gas as 802. The method of investigation
was described in the reports for 1931-32. It need only be said that this
is the first occasion on which sulphur gas readings have been exhibited in
graphic form. Last year the results were given in statistical tables, The
scheme of the chart opposite is the work of Messrs. Sutton and Davies,
the Council’s Inspectors, who have given a great deal of time to the
Council’s investigations into atmospheric pollution. This particular chart
has received the commendation of Dr. Owens, Superintendent of Observa-
tions on behalf of the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research,
and may possibly be adopted at other stations where sulphur gas is
measured.

The chart indicates the amount of sulphur gas correlated with visibility,
wind-direction and rainfall during 1933, and the amount of sulphurous
mpurities (caleulated as sulphur dioxide) in parts per million in the
atmosphere compared with the “ visibility.” The code used for * visi-
bility ” readings is that issued by the Meteorological Office, and is as
follows :—

0. Dense fog .. e .. Objects not visible at 55 yards.
1. Thick fog .. 5 Ly = = 220 ,,

L WSt G dasa e : B

3. Moderate fog .. .. ¢ o o 110K &

4. Mist or haze 4 e = & 1} miles,

9. Poor visibility .. =+ + Al

6. Moderate visibility .. e " . W

7. Good visibility .. r¥3 g PR - R

8. Very good visibility e i R L

9. Excellent visibility *.. Beyond 31 miles.

The general wind direction and rainfall during the period of ohservation
are shown. Tt is interesting to note that the amount of pollution follows
the general ““line ” of the visibility. The periods of observations are those
of 24 hours in each week, and are generally made between 10 a.m.
Thursday and 10 a.m. Friday.

(9459) a
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Deposit gauges.—The following table shows the results of the monthly
analyses of the amount of impurities, soluble and insoluble, collected in
the deposit gauges at Mount Street Gardens, Mayfair, and at the Coroner’s
Court, Horseferry Road, together with the result of analyses of deposits
from a similar gauge in Finsbury Park for comparison.

TasrLe VIII.

1933.

January
February
§ March
April ...
May ...
June .
July ...
August
Soptember
Detober
Xovember
Decem ber

Figures in English Tons per Square Mile.

Horseferry Road. Mount Strect. Finsbury
Park.

Total Daily | Total Dail Total
Solids. | SUPRUT A vorloe. Solids. [SUIPhur. 4 Y o | Solida.
23-04 | 3-30 0-74 21-41 | 2.84 0-69 16-37
41:72 | 2-8] 1:49 25-87 | 2-83 0-93 16-97
32-27 1 2:73 | 1-04 | 41-07| 2.76 | 1-35 | 26.72
20-68 | I1-44 0-G9 14-37 | 1-24 0-48 10-56
27-03 | 1-98 0-87 26-00 | 1-83 0-84 25-00
23-21 2-02 074 23-11 1-53 0-97 23-66
23-13 | 1-68 0-75 24-30 | 1-80 0-78 17-42
15-74 1-43 0-51 14-92 | 0-96 0-47 25-58
25-51 1-93 0-84 16-96 | 1-82 0-57 14-25
25-74 | 2-83 0-83 24-41 | 2-20 0-78 18-33
22-38 | 2-00 0-75 17-20 | 1-58 0-58 12-24

24-63 | 2-60 0-79 19-46 | 1-81 0-63 .

No results available.

SPECIAL CrLASSES OF PREMISES AND OCCUPATIONS SUBJECT TO CONTROL
BY THE LocalL AuTHORITY.

(1) Common Lodging Houses—By the Transfer of Powers (London
Order, 1933, made under Section 64 of the Local Government Act, 1929
the duties of licensing, inspection and regulation of common lodging
houses were transferred from the London County Council to the metro-
politan city and borough councils as from the 1st April, 1933.

There are 6 such houses in the City of Westminster, 4 for men and 2
for women and children, viz, ~—

16, Strutton Ground

Bruce House, Kemble Street ..
33, Great Peter Street

7, St. Ann’s Street

40, Great Peter Street

28-30, Greencoat Place

Licensed to receive :—

Men.

201
716

80
565

L] oW

Woinen.

—

by
174

Children,
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" The City Council at its meeting on the 22nd June, 1933, renewed all
the licences for one year, operating from 1st July, 1933, to 30th June,
1934,

The duties of inspection involve visits both by day and by night and are
carried out by a male sanitary inspector for men’s houses and the female
sanitary inspector for women'’s and children’s houses. During the nine
months 136 inspections were made, and generally conditions were found
to be satisfactory,

(2) Seamen’s Lodging Houses,—There are none in the City.

(3) Slaughter Houses.—There are none in the City.

(4) Off :usive Trades.—There are none in the City.

(5) Cowsheds.—There are none in the City.

(6) Houses Let in Tenements.—The Sanitary Inspectors paid 8,315
visits of inspection to houses of this class. Legal proceedings were taken
in respect of nuisances, &c., at two houses, one of which was the subject
of three prosecutions. Details of these cases are in pige 78.

(7) Underground Sleeping Places.
(8) Butchers' Shops and Stalls.
(9) Dairies and Millshops.

(10) Ice-creamn Premises.

(11) Preserved Meat, ele., Premises.

(12) Bakehouses. :

(13) Workskops and Workplaces.

(14) Rag-and-Bone Dealers,—There are 13 premises in the City in
which this business is carried on. No matters requiring attention by the
Department have arisen during the year.

(15) Fried-fish Shops and Fish Curers.

(16) Street Traders.

Particulars relating to premises and occupations included in the
foregoing list, other than Nos. (1) (6) and (14), may be found under the
appropriate headings elsewhere in this report.

Rag Flock Acts, 1911 and 1928.—There is one factory in the City which
comes within the provisions of these Acts. Although rag flock is not
manufactured there, it is used in making up material for mattresses.
Two samples taken were repored satisfactory. One contained 3 parts of
chlorine per 100,000 parts of rag flock and the other 15 parts of chlorine
per 100,000 parts of rag flock.

The maximum amount allowed by the Rag Flock Act 1s 30 parts

per 100,000. |
(9439) a2
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Schools.—In addition to the large number of academic institutions
in Westminster there are 29 clementary and 5 secondary schools either

wholly or partly under the control and management of the London County
Couneil, U

There is every reason to believe that with the continuously falling
birth rate, now a pronounced feature in Westminster, less school aceom-
modation will be required for Westminster children. If economic condi-
tions improve, further attention will no doubt be given to some of the
older schools by the responsible authorities. The City Council is not an
education authority, although some of its members are also school
managers. Some of the older schools are somewhat out of date, gloomy
perhaps both within and without, and do not provide ideal surroundings
for the cultivation of knowledge.

As regards infectious disease in schools, there is close contact between
the officers of the Sanitary Authority and those of the Education Authority.
The former bring at once to the notice of the latter anything in the nature
of even a minor outbreak at a school which the School Medical Officers can
investigate at the earliest opportunity.

The Council's Sanitary TInspectors are required to visit schools to
inform head teachers personally after inspecting homes from awhich school
clildren, suffering from notifiable infectious disease, have been removed
to hospital, and also to acquaint the teachers as to home contacts attend-
ing the same school. This is in addition to the written intimation from
the Medical Officer of Health to the head teacher as required by law.

OTHER SANITARY CONDITIONS REQUIRING NOTICE.

Fouling of Footways by Dogs—By-law.—Eleven cases of infringement
of the by-law were reported to the Council by the Commissioner of Police.
Summonses were issued against all of the offenders. Convictions
were obtained in seven cases, two were dismissed on payment of bs. costs,
aad in two others the summonses were not served, the defendants having
left the addresses given.

The penalties inflicted varied from 2s. 6d. to 20s. and totalled £3 10s. 6d.

Rat Repression.—During the year 171 complaints were received and
investigated, and 317 premises were inspected by the Sanitary Inspectors,
The Council’s rat officer visited 75 premises for the purpose of investiga-
tion and to advise owners and occupiers as to the steps to be taken to
rid premises of rats and to instruct them in measures of rat proofing.
He paid altogether 312 visits to these premises,
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Most of those complaints resulted in repeated visits being paid to the
houses affected. Inspections were made of sewers and of the houss
drains discharging to the sewers, as rat infestation  in Westminster,
particularly as regards dwelling houses, generally arises through faulty
or decayed sewer connections. As a result of these examinations G0
drainage connections to the sewers were relaid and any other drainage
defects found were made good.

The staff of the Works Department have, in addition to laying baits
in the sewers throughout the year, treated four sections of sewers with
anti-rat gas and also the drainage systems of houses and other premises,

. During “Rat Week ” in November efforts in connection with rat
destruction were intensified ; circulars on rat destruction were distributed
and 14,060 baits were laid in the sewers and at the council’s refuse
depots and other places likely to attract rats,

Nuisance from Pigeons.—Section 52 (1) of the London County Council
(General Powers) Act, 1927. The administration of this section is a duty
of the City Council and details of the arra ngements made were given in
the Report of 1928,

A member of the disinfecting staff whose duties are mostly concerned
with rat disinfestation also devotes some time to reducing the number
of pigeons on complaint. During the year he visited some 46
premises and caught 269 pigeons. Messrs. Daltons also operated in

Trafalgar ‘Square and Parliament Square and reduced the number of
pigeons by 500.

Noise rroM THE Usk oF Rock DRILLS IN STREET WORKS.

The Council on the 20th July, 1933, referred the question of noise
caused by the use of rock drills in street works to the Works and Public
Health, &c., Committees for consideration and report.

The Medical Officer of Health reported upon the subject to the Com.
mittees concerned and as the matter is of public interest his report is
fully set out :—

-
Tue Use or Rock Drites 1y Streer Works axp Tug Errecr oF Tuem Noise
ON THE HeaLTH o THE PEorLE.

1. This matter is part of a reference from the Council at its meeting on 20th July
last. The whole reference was made to the Works Committee which was instructed
to consult with the Public Health Committee as to the aspect outlined at the head
of this report. It is now understood that the Works Committee wish to be favoured
with the views of the Public Health Commitiee.
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2 It is unfortunately true that increasing noise seems to be a natural accompani-
ment of changing conditions particularly in citics and towns, Lut even in rural arcas
murmurs of complaint are being heard because of the motor traffic which rends
the silence of the night. During the past few months The Times newspaper has
given liberal opportunity for expression of opinion on the I mful effects of
noise on health and from many authoritative quarters has come an appeal to mitigate
or to prevent this menace. Thus has arisen a definite movement of public opinion
now organised in a society called the Anti-Noise League, which numbers among its
members many distinguished men and women including leading physicians and
SUrgeons.

3. So far as can be gathered the activities of this League are dirccted against
such noises as arise from motor vehicles, the handling of milk churns, church bells
and others more or less of a chronic character. Very little attention has been given
to the much more acute and violent noise from rock drills which is necessarily
periodie, but constant during the operation of these implements,

4. With regard to interference with health one should first examine the question
as it affects work and rest. The interference, is so obvious that it needs but Jittle
elaboration. Mental concentration, discussion and the normal transaction of
business is almost impossible within 20 yards of these drills and of course the evil
is magnified according to the number being operated. 1t has been alleged that loss
of business has been experienced in shops and similar premises adjacent. In a
neighbourhood of mixed business and residential buildings the factions sfruggle for
privilege. The non-residents would prefer the drilling to proceed only at night
while the residents indignantly retort that their sleep has the prior claim for respect,
There can be little doubt that the over stimulation of the auditory sense organs
leads to nervous exhaustion and impaired efficiency.

5. Interference with rest and sleep is of a more serious nature as an average
healthy individual cannot work to the best advantage unless he obtains sufficient
rest and sleep,  If road drilling is carried on late at night or early in the morning
near dwellings the residents are bound to suffer. Those who are fortunate enough
to be masters of their own time arrange to go on holiday or otherwise temporarily
lcave the district until road operations are over. For those who must remain at
home this period is trying in the extreme. Usually road drilling does not last
longer than a week or two, but in special circumstances it may persist for months,
During the recent summer ina certain street in Westminster, drilling continued
every day except on Sundays and with two or three days of peace occasionally
intervening from early in July until well into September; a series of small areas
of the roadway were being explored.  For those who are confined to their houses by
illness, conditions are of course definitely serious. Tt requires but little imagination
to appreciate that the recovery of a case of acute or serious illness might he
jeopardised by the deprivation of rest and sleep and the exhaustion caused by
constant vibratory noise.

6. During September the Medical Officer of Health took steps to investigate
conditions at Westminster Hospital while strect excavation was in progress, The
Secretary of the Hospital hastened to assure the Medical Officer that the City Council
had been most considerate of the interests of the Hospital and in consequence the
latter did not wish to make any complaints. It was explained that it would be
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helpful if an unbiassed statement on the cffects of the noise then in progress
could be obtained. The following is an extract from the report kindly supplied
by the Resident Medical Officer dated 13th Sceptember, 1933 :—

*“ At least half of the Hospital was practically sleepless for nights at a time.
The chief sufferers were naturally those about to be operated upon and those
whose operations had just been performed. At least two cases awaiting
thyroidectomy suffered acutely, whilst the many eases of head injuries in the
Casualty Ward were to be profoundly pitied. In fact, hospital treatment,
medical and surgical, has been serionsly interfered with. On one occasion a
private patient insisted upon leaving the Hospital owing to the disturbance,

Apart from the patients, I found the resident medical officers suffered con-
siderably. As far as my own duties were concerned, my whole days and nights
for about three weeks were never frez from the noise of hammering, and I was
constantly up at night trying to make things bearable.

Please do not think I am making unnecessary complaints, but six auto-
matic drills working in a line for hours at a time, filling the Surgery, the Wards,
and the Resident Medical Officer’s Rooms with dust, has rendered life extremely
unpleasant.”

It will be noted that in addition to noise, dust is alluded to as a cause of nuisance,

7. The Medical Officer has consulted the Department of Seientific and Industrial
Research and the London School of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene as to the results
of any investigations of the effz:ts of rock drills on health. The former body is
not concerned with health but expressed willingness to take up the guestion of
research into the maintenance of roads and methods of repairs, &e.

8. The London School of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene has been keenly
interested on the health aspect for some considerable time, Dr. Crowden, a member
of the staff, has been working on the subject and has different types of these drills
fitted up in his Laboratory with the stone and concrete medium in which they
operate. His conclusions so far are briefly as follows :—

(1) Among riveters and boilermakers incurable deafness develops in the course
of time. A large proportion of the men are affected and it is due to the
concussions of sound and sudden cltanges of air pressure incidental to
riveting in an enclosed space, e.g., between decks in a shipyard. Road
drillers on the other hand work in the open and apparently are not subject
to deafness,

(2) Riveters and boilermakers suffer from the effects of vibration on their
hands; a chronic numbness is caused due to interference with the
circulation. These effects were largely dependent on cold ; coldness of
the atmosphere and of the handles of the apparatus. In the case of road
workers the air conducted to the drills is conveyed in comparatively
short pipes and is, therefore, not cooled in long transit, The handles
are not cold and these road workers do not suffer from the disturbance
of circulation mentioned above.

Dr. Crowden has not vet investigated the medieal records of hospitals to see
whether there are any grounds for assuming that complaints of nervous or other
diseases are based on the occupation under discussion,
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9. It is most important to observe that the workers themselves do not receive
the main impact of the noise as the sound and percussion waves intensify as they
impinge on any high stone buildings surrounding.

10. Tn his enquiries he found that the men greatly preferred the mechanical
drills to the hand pick and hammer. In one instance a body of men threatened
to strike because they were asked to go back to the methods of using human energy.
Several firms reported that with manual excavation their casualty rate increased
noticeably ; chipped hands, fragments lodging in the eyes and other injurics were

not uncommon. That was the main reason for the men’s preference for the mech-
anical drills,

11. The use of silencers diminishes the intensity of vibration but also lesscns
the efficiency of the instrument. Therefore, in order to complete certain work
within a given time it would require additional partially silenced drills for every
single unsilenced one.  More men would be required and the net result would prove

of no advantage because those extra drills would cause quite as much noise as a single
unsilenced drill,

12. Dr. Crowden has studied the methods of ear stopping used among gun crews
in the Navy, and in shipyards and other industries, and showed various types with
which he had experimented. One of the most efficient and certainly the cheapest
is shown to the Committee. They ought to be distributed among those who are
about to be subjected to the noise of road drilling in their close vicinity.

13. In December, 1929, the Medical Officer of Health reported on the prevention
of noise in connection with a presentment from the Metropolitan Standing Joint
Committee. Although the matter under present consideration is limited to * rock
drills,” yet it may be interesting to recall that no fewer than seven different sources
of noise were enumerated on that occasion as being causes of complaint to the
Public Health Department. He commented on the fact that the By-laws made by
the City Council from time to time to control different types of noise nuizance had
been of great public benefit; and the London County Council had also made
By-laws for other sources of noise which had also been effective,

14. Since those days other and no less obnoxious noises have arisen and some
local authorities, notably Edinburgh, have sought powers to prohibit certain noiges.
There is no doubt that sooner or later public opinion will demand some measure of

relief from this growing nuisance.
Summary.
The noise caused by the use of rock drills :—

(1) Interferes with the work, occupations, or other activities of those in close
proximity to the scene of their operations.

(2) Is definitely harmful to the sick and may even jeopardise the lives of those
suffering from acute or dangerous illness.

(3) Disturbs the rest and sleep of those living nearby and is in conscquence
prejudicial to, and in some cases, injurious to health,

(4) Under existing conditions, and so far as can be ascertained at present, is
not prejudicial to the health of those operating these instruments,

(5) Usually lasts in any given locality but for a limited period say one or two
weeks and this is an important point in mitigation.
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(6) Ts preferred by the workers to hand driven methods of operation,
(7) Is somewhat diminished by fitting silencers, but to make up for the resulting
loss of efficiency more drills must be employed.,

(8) Can be lessened in intensity for the sufferers if they use ear stops. These
could be distributed among patients and other susceptible individuals,

(9) Is only one among the many which are causing much concern, A public
movement has been organised to combat this menace to health and
quictude,

The Committee might see fit to express an opinion that although the noise
caused by the use of rock drills in street works may arise in any given locality for
a period of only a few days and may not recur for several years, yet there i€ evidence
that health may be injuriously affected thereby and requests the Works Committee

to consider what steps should be taken to effect its diminution.
/7
The CTouncil received the report of the Committees on the 14th

December and resolved that representations be made to the appropriate
Government Departments with a view to special research being under-
taken for the reduction of noise caused by the use of rock drills in street
works,

Loxpox Couxty Councit (Gexerarn Powkrs) Acr, 1928, Sgc. 28—
ReymovaL oF IxrirM axp Disgasep Persox to Suvrrapre Insti-
TUTION.

Two cases of this kind, both women, of 67 and 83 years of age, respec-
tively, were reported to the Public Health Committee during the year.
In the first case the Medical Officer of Health was authorised to take all
the necessary steps under the Act for the removal of the woman to a
suitable hospital or other institution.

She suffered from rheumatoid arthritis, lived quite alone, was absolutely
helpless, unable to move, and for many months had not been to bed but
remained day and night in a chair, Her bodily condition and her rooms
became very insanitary and were a serious nuisance to the other occupiers
of the house. She resented any medical or nursing care.

Such persons are most difficult to deal with and it is the experience
of this Department that when suggestions are made for t)eir removal
to an institution so that proper care and attention may be given them
they refuse obstinattly. Only the serviee of formal notices make them
see reason. This patient declined to listen to any suggestion of removal,
and it was only after service of formal notice under the Act that she
consented to be removed. She died subsequently in St. Stephen’s

Hospital. .
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The second case was bronght to the notice of the Council by the
London County Council. Tlhe woman referred to js blind and in reccipt
of domiciliary assistance from the London County Council. She was
alleged to be partially paralysed and bedridden and, although in need of

institutional care, efforts to persuade her to enter an institution had
been quite unsuccessful.

She proved not to be bedridden and on each oceasion when visited
was found to be about her rooms preparing food, &e. Attention is given
her by a church visitor and though blind and 83 years of age she occasion-
ally goes out for a walk. Her room was cleansed and redecorated, and
as her case did not appear to come within the Act it was decided
‘n the meantime to take no action beyond paying regular visits for
frequent observations. ;

Houvsixng.

General Observations.—The Minister of Health’s Circular No, 1331 to
Housing authorities in April, 1933, reawakened activity in housing
matters which had been slowed down since the autumn of 1931, Emer-
gency conditions of the economic depression and the restriction of national
resources had necessarily retarded progress in housing.

On receipt of the Minister’s announcement it was at once decided to
reconsider the survey of the housing needs of the inhabitants of the City
which had been submitted in 1931. TIn that year the Minister required
Medical Officers to report on housing in detail and for that purpose a
survey of the whole city was undertaken by the several district sanitary
inspectors, each inspecting and reporting for his own area. 8o far as a
general review of housing conditions could be made in the five or six
months available, much valuable information was obtained confirming
and amplifying the information laid before the appropriate committees in
1930. On that occasion a large scale map of the whole city was
prepared, types of properties and their condition of fitness being indicated
by different tints, while overcrowding, and underground room occupation
were also shown,

The Minister’s request for a programme of slum clearance and re-
housing indicated a need for up-to-date information, and the Housing
Committee decided that a survey on much more detailed lines should be
undertaken forthwith. Accordingly one of the district sanitary inspectors
(Mr. White) was transferred from his ordinary duties to that of housing
survey work solely. Iis work during the first four or five months was
unfortunately much interrupted. The new Rent Restrictions Act, 1933,
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had come into force requiring a register of decontrolled dwelling houses
to be kept by the local authority, together with the issue of certificates
as to registration or non-registration of decontrolled tenancies. These
duties were assigned to the Public Health departmert.  Additional elerieal
assistance was engaged for the purpose, but much of the work, especially
relating to the sanitary conditions of the houses coming within the
purview of this Act necessarily fell to a sanitary inspector. The register
was closed on 18th October, and up to that date the inspector allocated
to housing had given much of his time to the supervision of the work
entailed by the Act, Later his housing work was further interrupted by
the need for a special investigation in connection with an outbreak of
infectious disease of unusual origin. As by the end of the year he had
surveyed only 108 houses it was proposed to increase the staff by an
additional temporary sanitary inspector and to rearrange the duties of
other inspectors so that there would be three inspectors wholly engaged
on survey work while additional clerical stafl would be employed for the
purpose of recording the information obtained.

The work of a housing survey is liable to be delayed by various
circumstances. Tenants are not always at home and this entails written
appointments and returning to houses already surveyed to inspect perhaps
a single room previously found closed. There is also repair of sanitary
defects observed in the course of survey for which notices have been
served. These require re-inspections and not infrequently interviews
with owners, builders and others interested. The question of the occupa-
tion of underground rooms needs careful investigation and appropriate
action to ensure that, while having due regard to available rehousing
facilities, offences relating to underground occupation shall not be permitted
to continue. These matters tend to interfere with the progress of a
survey and in the near future other sanitary imspectors will be detailed to
follow up the various items which result from a survey and require
attention. ~ '

The value of a housing survey is materially enhanced by its being
completed within a reasonably short period. Otherwise, while as regards
one district information as to conditions may be up to date, in another,
having been surveyed several years previously, the circumstances of
occupation may have %o altered that they have no relation to those
obtaining at the completion of the survey. It is therefore of very great
importance that any report of the housing of the area should reflect
conditions existing throughout the entire area during a given period,
say a year. :
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The detailed survey now proceeding has emphasised several features
to which attention has been drawn from time to time in previous
reports. There is the fact, proved beyond all doubt, that the types of
occupants and their methods play a predominant part in creating housing
conditions, good or bad. Even in clearance areas where the general struc-
ture of houses is collectively senescent and beyond profitable repair, one
finds interiors reminding one of those works of de Hoogh and his Dutch
contemporaries, cleanliness and brightness abounding; while in the
same row one may enter to find dirt, drabness, and muddle. There
is a distinet tendency on the part of voluntary housing enthusiasts to
report cases of the latter type as “ bad housing ” and to plead for such
to be rehoused. They are not cases of bad housing conditions but of
bad housing habits. The amateur housing visitor may be unable to
estimate real defects but is naturally influenced by general impressions
supported with much hearsay. The personal touch of good housing
management goes a long way to prevent, and often does cure, these
evils,

The importance of Housing Management.

Housing by-laws set up good housing principles, but no amount of
meticulous reinspection short of a constant sanitary patrol will ever
ensure those principles being observed from day to day. Some tenant
may omit to open his bedroom window during the prescribed period and
thus render himself liable to prosecution, but it would require very
patient observation to catch the offender in delicto flagrante. The pro-
blem of bad housing has largely arisen from lack of proper management.
Management implies not only care and repair of the structure but also
supervision of the occupants to prevent misuse of the house and its
fittings. When one considers the number of ancient buildings in this
country of all types which have withstood the stress of hundreds of years
by wise reconditioning and prompt repairs, is it too much to assume
that the average house if properly cared for need not degenerate to such
an extent that it can be made fit for habitation only at an excessive cost.
Even now in the same street can be found properties of similar type and
age, one group, under intelligent management, showing no sign of structural
decay or dilapidation, while the others hardly managed at all except for
rent collection, are constantly the subject of repair notices and come
under the category of “slum houses.” But can good management
supply those amenities which are lacking in old tenement houses; the
absence of separate sanitary conveniences, cooking and washing facilitier
and food storage? These needs nowadays form the grounds on which
many families appeal for better housing. In some instances these



o7

amenities can be supplied, and with the gradual emergence of decontrol
there is evidence that some of them are being installed even in old
tencment houses. As regards overcrowding, under a good system rooms
-are not let to families unless conditions are consistent with legal space and
proper scparation of sexes. Here and there perhaps instances occur of
children reaching adult age in too restricted dwellings, but by good
management these are dealt with by transfer as vacancies arise.  Similar
measures are applicable to underground rooms. Where good manage-
ment prevails the legal requircments are known and observed. It may
be truthfully said that where such schemes of sound co-ordinated property
management are in force the dwellings cause little anxiety to those who
administer the laws of housing.

Departmental Committee on Iousing.

This Committee, appointed on the Gth March, 1933, under the Chair-
manship of the Right Hon. the Lord Moyne, D.8.0., issued its report in
July of the same year.

The terms of reference of the Committee were to consider and report :—

(@) What, if any, further steps are necessary or desirable to sccure
the maintenance of a proper standard of fitness for human
habitation in working class houses which are neither situate
in an area suitable for clearance under Part I of the Housing
Act, 1930, nor suitable for demolition under Section 19 of
that Act; and

() What, if any, further steps are necessary or desirable to promote
the supply of houses for the working classes, without publie
charge, through the agency of public utility societies or other
bodies subject to similar limitations operating in particular
areas or otherwise.

Evidence was taken from a number of important bodies, including the
Metropolitan Boroughs’ Standing Joint Committee and private indivi-
duals ; the Committee also visited properties in various London Boroughs.

The report is of a comprehensive nature and extends over some
70 pages, finishing with a summary of the recommendations of the Com-
mittee. .

In this brief reference it is not possible to deal in detail with the
evidence and recommendations, but the following may be taken to
represent a summary of the general scheme of the proposals :—

(1) Local Authorities should be given compulsory powers and
encouraged to acquire, for reconditioning, working class
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houses which are not in all respects fit for human habitation
but can be made fit, and to which a probable life of at least
80 years can be given.

(2) Where an approved Public Utility Soclety exists or can I‘Eﬂ{lll}l’
be formed, the houses should normally be acquired on behalf
of the Society who will repair, improve and manage them.

(3) In the absence of such a socicty, the Local Authority should be
empowered to lease the houses to House Management Com-
missioners, to be appointed by and be responsihle to the
Local Authority.

(4) Where neither of the alternatives re fu.-rred to in (2) and (3) above
is practicable, the Local Authority should be empowered to
hold, repair and manage the houses itself.

(5) Management should be based upon the Octavia Hill systrem.

(6) In suitable cases the Local Authority or Public Utility Society
should be authorised to demolish the acquired hnuses with a
view to obtaining a rehousing site.

(7) Loeal authorities to have power to acquire fit properties for the
purpose of securing a conve nient area for management- or to
facilitate ultimate redevelopment.

It is understood that the Minister contemplates introducing a Bill in
the next session after discussion with ousing Authorities to embody
such of the recommendations of the Report as may prove generally
acceptable,

Housing Schemes of the City Council.

Grosvenor Housing Scheme.—By the end of 1933 a further block had
been completed and was ready for occupation, so that 520 dwellings of
the original 604 contemplated are now in use. There remains only
Block C, consisting of 84 flats, to be completed in 1934. It will be
remembered that the housing accommaodation in this scheme was based
on the number of households on the Millbank estate on the night of
6th January, 1928. The passage of time, bringing removals from the
district and other changes in the constitution of families, has consider-
ably reduced the number of tenants who were entitled through the
Millbank Act, 1929, to be rehoused in the new estate. There has conse-
quently been set free a number of flats, some completed and others to
be built, which will be available for rehousing purposes, thus providing
additional accommodation. Tenants in the older dwellings will have
an opportunity of being transferred to the new, thus creating vacancies

for the inhabitants of declared clearance arcas and other cases of bad
hummg.
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Ebury Bridge District—Proposed additional accommodation— Towards
the end of the year a scheme for the ercction of 296 flats was under
discussion. The site adjoins the Ebury Bridge Housing Estate and lies
to the south of it. The area of land, sorae 3-3 acres in extent, belongs
partly to the Council, while the remainder extends over Ross Street and
a few adjoining properties. The existing cottages in Ross Street are
regarded as unfit for habitation and would have become the subject of a
clearance scheme some three years ago had circumstances been favourable,
A clearance order was made on 20th July, 1933, and during 1934 the entire
area will be cleared of houses. The erection of the new flats will then
proceed rapidly.

Stum Clearance and New Housing.—Some crities have found grounds
for regret that housing subsidies are now confined to slumy clearance,
but surely the kernel of the housing problem is the riddance of slum
houses. Tt is in the slum houses that one finds by far the greatest propor-
tion of overcrowded cases. In order to qualif¢ for the Government
subsidy new accommodation must be available or provided and must be
sufficient to house families in a capacity of 12 persons per room and at
rents which the slum dwellers can pay. Is this not the equivalent of
additional housing for overcrowded slum dwellers 2

The Objects of New Housing in Westmiaster.—Theseare to provide for the
dwellers of scheduled clearance areas and for those families livingin over-
crowded or otherwise illegal conditions who require to live near to their
work in Westminster. It must be assumed that they are unable by
reason of lack of resources to obtain suitable ac commodation otherwise
than in dwellings owned by the municipality, the rent of which is insuf-
ficient to meet annual charges, the resulting deficit being met out of public
funds. It is fantastic to imagine that housing can and should be provided
for 2ll who work in Westminster. That would envisage housing a popu-
lation of perhaps half a million people and would require the replacement
by working class dwellings of the business places where the people them-
selves work. This surely is reductio ad absurdum.

Clearance Areas.—In June of this year four areas comprising a total of
68 houses were reported by the Madical Officer of Health to the City Council
asareas which should be cleared at the earliest opportunity. They are :—

(1) Tylers Court.
(2) Ross Street.
(3) Douglas Place.
(4) Trinity Mews,
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A clearance order was made by the Council in respect of the Ross
Street area on the 20th July, and the others will be dealt with when the
necessary alternative housing accommeodation is available for the occupants,

1, Richards Cottages, Demolition Order.—Upon representation by tha
Medical Officer of Health that this small dwelling house was in such a
state as to be unfit for human habitation, and not capable at a reasonable
expense of being rendered so fit, the Council on the 9th November urdcred
its demolition. :

This house was situated in a yard at the rear of houses in- Douglas
Place and Rampayne Street and was included in the Douglas Place
area, one of four areas referred to nhove, reported to the Council in June
as areas which should be cleared.

Underground Rooms—Rehousing. —The number of underground rooms
found in illegal occupation was 90. Families rchoused from illegally
occupied basements during the year were as follows : —

By the City Council .. e e % by P |

By the L.C.C. . g e i 100
By other Hnusmg Authorities or faund Mmmmodatlnn
themselves o ; ; s sl

The existing law relating to undﬂrgmund rooms is basod on the broad
principle that unless these rooms conform to certain standards they
sheuld not form the only dwelling of a family. The Public Health Act
of 1801 established the principle that they should not be separately
m-v-upin:-{l, that is to =ay, those rooms, althongh not conforming to certain
sanitary requirements, could still be used for any or all dwelling purposes
so long as the occupant had another room in the house which did
conform and was in the same letting.

The Housing and Town Planning Act, 1909, went further and required
underground rooms habitually used as sleeping rooms to conform to
standards, certain of which were laid down in regulations to be made by
the local authority. Thus, no matter whether the occupants had rooms
on other floors of the house or not, the habitual use for slecping purposes
of any underground rooms which did not fulfil the requirements in force
constituted an offence. The fundamental principle was not that it was
particularly dangerous to sleep in an underground room but that there
should be restriction of user of illegal underground rooms. When accom-
modation is both expensive and scarce a room that is slept in too often
is a room that is also dwelt in. In large private dwelling houses single
basement rooms sometimes form the sole dwelling and sleeping quarters
of servants,
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The Housing Act of 1930 went still further and gave power to close
part of a building in separate occupation for all purposes of habitation.
This included underground rooms and extends the provisions of the
Public Health Act. By this scction an underground room or any room
in fact which was irremediably damp, defective or otherwise insanitary
can be closed if separately occupied. It does not matter whether the
room complies with cither of the former statutes on structural points or
not. The drawback is that such a room if closed is closed for all dwelling
purposes. It cannot be used for kitchen or scullery purposes or for wash-
house, drying room, &e. In such circumstances the unavoidable result
would be for the room to become a harbourage for dirt, rubbish, vermin,
perhaps even rats; dampness and mustiness would develop thus
becoming a source of nuisance to the whole house. Experience of base-
ment rooms closed many years ago has confirmed this opinion.

The occupation of underground rooms continues to provoke discussion,
and particular reference is sometimes made to the return of occupied
underground rooms which appeared in the late Dr. F. J. Allan’s report
for 1923. Once again does it appear necessary to quote the late Medical
Officer of Health (Dr. Allan) on this subject :—

1923. * Occupied Basements,—The County Council asked to be supplied with infor.
mation as to the number of houses in Westminster in which basements were
made use of for dwelling purposes, whether let separately or as part of the
rest of a house. The reply sent to the four questions asked is appended :—

(a) Number of basements used for dwelling purposes ... s 5,914

(b) Number of basement dwellings with ceilings at or below
the street level erv, e 5,020

(¢) Number of basement dwellings in which the width of arca
in street does not exceed 3 ft. 625

(d) Number of basement tlwu]li.ngs in which the width of area
in street does not exceed 4 ft. o 636

Nearly half of the number under (a) are in the Victoria Ward and a third
are in Mayfair and Knightsbridge districts.”

In his final report (1924) he felt that his statement had been misinterpreted.
He says:

* Btatements hava‘a.ppumd in the press during the last year making allega-
tions as to the existence of slum areas and slum conditions in Westminster.
It is a great help to a local authority to have the inhabitants take an intelligent
interest in sanitary matters, but the object is defeated when exaggerated state-
ments are made, Some such statements appear to be due to a misunder-
standing of the facts upon which the statements are made. For instance, a
quotation is given from my last Annual Report that in 6,914 houses the base-
(0489) H
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ments were used for dwelling purposes and on this the sl lon Is made tha
these basements are the only rooms oceupind nml that Hhwir oocupatiog. s
contrary to law,

In & number of instances the basements vomstitute 1l lwulling, and their
use as such is legal as they comply with the peguiremmienia IS i Fop
of Parliament and By-laws made thercunder, The wther half nre basements
which are used in conjunction with the rest of o Do, niwst of them being

- mansions in Mayfair, Belgravia and Knightshrilpe, As | have Shmady Swiag

the number of basements found to be illegally woal lnsh jrar Wik movnL.”

The law relating to underground rooms la |||u|mh|_'.' priven the experts
who drafted it as much thought as any parl ol housing lyinlation. The
limitations of existing measures have alvomly heen allinll to, but it
may scem surprising that while in theory these mensiies ilo not seem to
go far enough it is actually found in practice thal i pome cases under-
ground rooms which do not comply with the law ns pepiels window space
in relation to floor space and level of floor in relution to pivement, make
better dwellings from every point of view than nuny wilerground rooms
which fulfil all requirements.

Despite such exceptional conditions it whoull e conumonly accepted
as a general principle that rooms, the ceiling of which i less than 3 feet
above the pavement level cannot, unless the mivin oy yard adjoining
gives at least 6 feet of unobstructed space, mvnsnd it right angles
from the window, be suitable as the sole dwelling of i fwmily.  Kven then
there must be a provision for sufficiently larpe windmy npice, and sthee
sanitary requirements relating to prevention of duinpiiess, access to
natural light and air in the passages, &e. T Hhne iy come when on
considerations such as these, the prohibition of mepuiate occupation and
the use for sleeping purposes, not only of wn habitial vharacter, will be
based. It would be of great advantage lowal anthorities in London
who administer the law relating to undergronml s if restrictive
provisions somewhat on the lines of those junl ottt lpedd were embodied in
the London Building Act. Owners and their wrehitects and builders
would then be aware in advance of any restrivtion ul vser,

Policy re Underground Rooms.—For the pasl (hyew years ‘ha pling
epproved by the Council has been stoadily prvind, It was felt that in
view of the increasing opportunities for vehonwing i Wledd both by the
L.C.C. and the City Council the time had como when i imore strict applica-
tion of the law should be enforced. 1t hadd heen the custom for many
years to warn owners against reletting in tllegul vre npition, but in some
cases warnings had become disregarded, the v dnhle reason given for
such lapses being the scarcity of working chus wevommodation.  The
present system described in last year's vepotl of wliwining undertakings
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from owners and others interested in the premises has been continued with
satisfactory results, So far only in those cases where underground rooms
have become vacant and where an undertaking not to relet for sleeping
purposes has been accepted but not observed does the necessity for a closing
order arise. Closing orders entail a daily penalty for non-observance. As
the undertakings given were all adhered to no closing orders were made
during the year in review.

The Council itself is constantly relieving illegal underground dwellers
by rehousing them in its own flats and it would be intolerable if such
underground rooms were again to become illegally occupied and to cause
further applications for rehousing.

During the year written undertakings in respect of 149 premises were
given under the Housing Act, 1930, sec. 20, by owners and also in many
cases by tenants subletting, that rooms in basements which were contrary
to the Act would not be relet or used as sleeping places.

Fourteen notices were served re illegal occupation. The number of
underground dwellings found to be illegally occupied under the Public
Health (London) Act, 1891, sec. 96, during 1933, was 31, while under-
ground sleeping rooms occupied contrary to the City Council’s regulations
numbered 59, a total of 90.

Twenty-cight underground rooms discovered during the year to he
occupied contrary to the Public Health (London) Act, 1891, sec. 96, or
to the Council’s regulations, have ceased to be occupied illegally. In
addition, illegal occupation in 19 cases recorded last year has also
disappeared.

Hmm'ﬂg’ Problems in Westminster.—The dwellings which present
unsatisfactory features are of three main types—(a) The cottage proper-
ties, rarely overcrowded but generally suffering from age, decay and
dampness, (b) Tenement houses sublet to families either in single rooms
or more showing overcrowding sometimes, basement occupation nearly
always, but not necessarily illegal ; the main troubles in the tencment
houses are dampness and darkness of basements, the lack of convenient
cooking, washing and sanitary arrangements upstairs. (¢) The combined
tenement dwelling with shop or work place ; in these the dwelling part
is often more dilapidated than the wholly tenement house and they
can only be dealt with by nuisance law. They are not solely working
class houses and the by-laws for tenement houses are not applicable.
Frequently in the occupation of non-British citizens, their number, owing
to the encroachment of purely business premises, is fortunately decreasing,
particularly in the Northern districts of the city.

(9489) w2
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The small, aged, and decaying cottage properties are anachronisms
in the City of Westminster where land is so scarce and so valuable, They
are occupying sites ~n which where one family is housed now, four or
five could be accommodated if the site were released and developed to
full advantage. The main factor in stifling development is the operation
of protection given to controlled tenants. In many instances husiness
premises or residential flats conld also be erected on these sites, thus
raising rateable value ; some measure of compensation for the annual
loss which the local authority must bear when it provides flats for the
working classes,

The Jarge tenement houses, most of them structurally sound, require
improvement in internal arrangements. Their lack of amenities and
their basements require some comprehensive measure whether by means
of public utility societies in co-operation with the local authority or by
the owners themselves with the advice of the local authority, Decontrol
implies the addition of amenities required, in the tenement house by-
laws, but suspended during the period of control. Decontrol and added
amenities will, almost certainly result in higher rents. It is most unlikely
that these tenement houses in Westminster once decontrolled and im-
proved will remain working class houses. Already in Victoria Ward at
the present time some houses, formerly controlled working class tenements,
are now, in parts, becoming decontrolled flats with sinks, cooking
facilities and separate w.es. The rents are considerably higher than
those of working class dwellings.

Re-housing Operations.—During the year 186 families were rehoused
by the City Council and 82 by the London County Council, making a
total of 268 families,

The estates on which they were accommodated were as follows ;—
City Council’s Estates.

Families,
Ebury Bridge .. e . .o ol 22
Grosvenor Housing Scheme .. .t . 89
Regency Street .. s i .o . (}]
Schomberg House i i o
Admiral House .. i oy s -

Walden House ., e e e o
Marshall Street .. - e 2% 3
o« Bt James' Dwellings: ..o 0y TS

Totd 5 o
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London County Council Estates.

Families.

St. Helier, Morden i i i m 12
Becontree, Essex I 2 Sk o 13
Wormholt, Hammersmith g ik 2 . 12
Downham, Lewisham .. s ia 5 2
Bellingham, Catford .. e L e 3
Watling, Edgware i A2 - dx 3
Millbank, L.CC. .. ') et e U 14
Streatham Hill .. 1
Stockwell s 7 e > 5
Bourne Estate, Clerkenwell .. 3
Clapham Park .. 4 s 4
Glebe Estate, Camberwell e . 2
Battersca Bridge o s o ok 1
(*astelnau, Barnes . 2
(China Walk, Lambeth .. 1
Drury Lane 2
Norbury .. e 5 K : 1
Oliver Goldsmith Estate, Peckham 1

Total 32

Pulford Street Site (Tachbrook Estate).—Building operations in con-
nection with this Scheme, details of which were given in last year's
report, were started early in the year. By December, two blocks of
15 flats each had been completed and two others containing 40 and
15 flats respectively were well advanced. The two completed blocks
were occupied early in the New Year, by tenants of the Trust’s houses
in Pulford Street, which were to be demolished.

Flats in Causton Street.—A second block containing 16 self-contained
flats of two and three rooms was erected during the year by the Ecclesi-
astical Commissioners, on a site at the corner of Regency Street. The
flats are similar to those described in last year’s report and form a small
new estate of 32 d\\'?]]ings.

Overcrowding.—During the year 12 new cases of illegal overerowding
were discovered, and 22 cases which were overcrowded in the social sense.
By means of the housing schemes of the City Council and of the London
County Council and other bodies some 112 cases of overcrowding were
relieved. This figure includes cases recorded in preceding years,
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HOUSING STATISTICS.

1. Inspection of Dwelling Houses dtr,r.iuy the Year.

(1)—(a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or Housing
.ﬂ.ﬂtﬂ} i . o - ik T,Ugﬂ

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose .. 16,460

(2)—(a) Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub-
head (1) above) which were inspected and recorded
under the Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925 1,128

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose .. 4,953

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for
human habitation .. ¥ . SR 21

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exc-.luswe crf those referred
to under the preceding sub-heading) found not to
be in all respects reasonably fit for human habita-
ton ~ .. . g . .s e .o 761

9. Remedy of defects during the year without Service of formal
Notices.
Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in conse-

quence of informal action by the Local Authority
or their Officers ¥ o = . s 234

3. Action under Statutory Powers during the year.

A.—Proceedings under Sections 17, 18 and 23 of the
Housing Act, 1930.

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs . . o 0

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered
fit after service of formal notices :—

. (¢) By owners .. "

(b) By Local Authority in :]e!ault of owners .. 0

=

B.—Proceedings under Public Health Acts.

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in rnspwt‘ of which
notices were served requiring defects to be
remedied .. ‘s i PR e - & ey 928
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(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notices :—

(x) By owners e o oo .

(b) By Local Authority in default of owners .. 0

C.—Proceedings under Sections 19 and 21 of the Housing
Act, 1930.

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were made . . v ke 1

(2) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pur-
suance of Demolition Orders .. 2 ay 1

(3) Number of dwelling houses voluntarily de-
molished s i i3 Bs = 15

D.—Proceedings under Section 20 of the Housing Act,
1930.

(1) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were.
made S s it - i 0

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were
determined, the tenement or room having
been rendered fit ey on o5 K 0

(3) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which undertakings were
accepted % o i o e 149

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

The food industry takes an unusually prominent place among the
commercial activities of the City of Westminster and situated within its
boundaries are places which are known practically all over the world,
such as * Covent Garden,” * Soho,” and * The West End,” each in its
way possessing some reminiscent flavour of food. The traders in Covent
Garden Market handle over 1,000,000 tons of food annually and many
individual restaurapts serve as many as 30,000 or more meals daily. It
is possible to purchase in Westminster foods and fruits from almost every
corner of the earth—birds nests from China, whale steaks from (Canada
or Japan, mangoes from India as well as produce from many other lands

* Three dwelling-houses were the subject of legal proceedings for non-com:
pliance with the requirements of Statutory Notices.
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beyond the seven seas, at one time regarded as rarities but now accepted
as every day necessaries.

There were purchased for analysis during the year 1,815 samples of
different foods and 3,494 visits were paid to premises where food is sold,
stored or otherwise handled for the purpose of observation as to condition,
cleanliness, state of premises and methods of working.

New legislation relating to foods and drugs passed into law during
the year included the Slaughter of Animals Act, Public Health (Cleansing
of Shellfish) Act, 1932, and the Pharmacy and Poisons Act.

The main provisions of the Slaughter of Animals Act, 1933, are that
every animal slaughtered in a slaughter-house or knacker’s yard shall be
instantaneously slaughtered or instantancously rendered insensible to
pain until death intervenes. Special reservations are made to conform
with religious susceptibilities, All slaughtermen must be licensed.

There are, however, no slaughter-houses in Westminster.

Puarymacy axp Poisons Acr, 1933.

It is only Part IT of this Act which concerns local authorities, on
whom is imposed the duty of keeping a register of persons other than
registered pharmacists, who are entitled to sell poisons included in Part 1T
of the Poisons List. The local authority would have power to inspect
and to take samples for analysis. While the Bill was before Parliament
it was pointed out that the Metropolitan Borough Councils, as Food and
Drugs Authorities, were already carrying out similar duties in connection
with various statutes relating to food administration. An amendment
constituting the Metropolitan Borough Councils local authorities for Part 11
of the Bill was accepted.

Part II of the Act will come into force when the Poisons Lists have
been compiled by the specially constituted Poisons Board to be set up
under the Act. It was contemplated that its administration would be
referred to the Public Health Committee and that the Medical Officer
of Health and the Council’s Food Inspectors would be appointed the
appropriate officers to carry out the provisions.

Loxpox Couxty CouxciL (GeExeral Powers) Acr, 1932,
Part II of this Act requires the registration of :—

(1) Premises used or proposed to be used for the sale, manu-
facture for sale or storage of ice cream or similar
commodity, |

(2) Premises in which the manufacture of sausages, potted,
pressed, pickled or preserved meat, fish or other food
intended for sale takes place or is intended to take place,
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There are 162 such premises on the register, and the number of
inspections made will be found under the heading of meat vendors and
lce cream premises.

During the year 60 aj, lications for registration were received ; of
these 14 were deferred pending the installation of adequate apparatus
for cleansing and sterilization purposes and other sanitary improve-
ments.  All the applicants were duly registered by the end of the year.

AcricurTurAL Propuce (GrapiNG axp MarkiNe) Acr, 1928
This Act inaugurated the National Mark Scheme.

Regulations are made by the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries
prescribing from time to time grades for *“ Home " produce. Up to the
present 24 regulations have been made. If the quality of the produce is
consistent with these grades the National Mark may be affixed to the
package.

Orders have been made covering a wide range of articles including
vegetables, fruits, salads, meat, eggs, cider, malt and honey.

The administration of these orders by the City Council consists in
seeing that food vendors observe the requirements of labelling and that
the National Mark is not applied to foods that are not of the preseribed
standard.

Mercnaxpise Marks Acr, 1926.

The main provision of this Act is that goods, for which orders have
been made by the Privy Council, imported into this country, must on
exposure for sale bear an indication of the country of origin. The Food
Inspectors carry out the purposes of these Acts in the course of their
routine food inspections, and during the year made 503 observations
as to marking, &c. One or two complaints were received that imported
tomatoes were not marked with the country of origin, &c. = The containers
were in fact properly marked, but the Aet requires the contents also to
be labelled. This omission was duly rectified.

ArtrriciaL Cream Act, 1929.
There are no premises in the City subject to the provisions of this
Act, but a considerable amount 1s made in restaurants for consumption
on the premises ; the Act does not apply in such cases.

MiLk Axp Dairies (Coxsorrpation) Acr, 1915,

Tubercle in Milk.—The City Council resolved to have 10 samples taken
during the financial year. Accordingly 4 samples of milk were taken
from 1st April to 31st December for examination as to the presence
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of tubercle bacilli. The milk was taken from roundsmen and shops in

the ordinary course of delivery from purveyor to customer. Tubercle
bacilli were not found in any of these samples,

MiLk anp Dairies AMENDMENT Act, 1922,

Under the Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1923, made under t.h-il
Act the Council issued licences for the sale of :—

Certified milk .. T b Rl
Grade A (Tuberculin tested} nul.l: i3 o4 g 1
Grade A milk

] - W T - 8 & @ "W g
Pasteurized milk .. e = o P Flolte

Samples for bacteriological examination are taken by the Council's
inspectors by arrangement with the Ministry of Health, and the reports
are sent to the Council as well as to the Ministry. 13 samples of Certi-
fied milk were requested to be examined bacteriologically by the Ministry
of Health, two of these had a bacterial count higher than that allowed
by the Milk (Special Designations) Order. One sample contained 96,000
bacteria per e.c. and the other 850,000 instead of the permitted maximum
of 30,000. Suitable action in regard to the producer was taken by the
Ministry. The local authority has no power to deal with any infringe-
ments by a producer of certified milk,

The remaining samples were found to comply with the bacteriological
standards of the order.

Pasteurization of milk is not undertaken at any premises in the City.

Mitk aAxp Damies Orper, 1926.

Registration of Dairymen and Dairy Premises.—An increasing number
of shopkeepers are taking up the sale of milk in sealed containers, either
waxed papier maché cartons, or bottles. Premises where milk is not
sold otherwise than in sealed receptacles as received need not be registered
with the Local Authority, although the purveyor must be registered.

The following table shows the number of persons and premises
registered with the Council for the sale of milk during the year.

- Premises, Persons,
Registered to 31st December, 1932 .. o 177 . 193

Registered during year . : . 2 25
Removed from register {ceased or t.musferred
business) e o e 3 9

Registered to 31st Dccmubcr 1933 i k5 176 209
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The inspectors paid 399 visits to milk shops and dairies during the
year. Three notices were served in respect of minor defects, which were
duly rectified.

An itinerant vendor was summoned for selling milk in Westminster,
not having been registered in accordance with the above Order. The
summons was dismissed under the Probation of Offenders Act, and
defendant ordered to pay £1 1s. costs.

A milk roundsman was summoned for filling bottles with milk and

sealing them in the street instead of on registered premises as required
by the Order. He was fined 40s.

Foop axp Drucs (Apurrerarion) Acr, 1928,

Analysis of Milk Samples.—The percentage of adulterated samples
since 1920 is given in Table I below,

The legal minimum standards for milk fat and non-fatty solids as
laid down in the Sale of Milk Regulations, 1901, are 3 per cent, and 8.5
per cent. respectively.

Grades of quality for milk have been set up by the analysts
according to the percentage of milk fat. They are :—

Good quality : Over 3.8 per cent. of fat.

Fair quality : Between 3.3 per cent. and 3.8 per cent.

Poor quality : Between 3 per cent. and 3.3 per cent.

Adulterated : Below 3 per cent. fat or 8.5 per cent. non-fatty
solids. LN

The results of the samples taken in each of the two districts of the
City during 1933 are given in the following table :—

TasLE 1.

Good Quality. ' Falr Quality. FPoor Quality. Adulterated.

District. Tatal, == 1 1 -

Ko Per Nnt-l Ko, | Percent.] XNo. Per cent., Neo., I"er cant,
North - ... | 457 84 184 | 322 704 47 10-3 4 09
South e | 450 137 30-4 274 08 32 7-4 7 16
1933 ... | 907 22 244 | 596G G636 70 88 11 1-2
1982 .| o31 | 452 191 426 46.2 35 R 8 08
1931 ...| 9010 | 582 | 630 | 285 | @3 30 42 4 04
1930 ...| 910 | 396 435 | 431 473 62 8 21 23

1929 ... | 867 | 828 | 872 | 422 | 486 | 7 o1 | 83 | 61,
1928 ....| 904 410 453 373 41-2 | 101 111 20 2:2
1037 ... | D4 511 54'1 | 345 365 71 75 17 1-8
1926 ... | S a02 6551 | 208 327 1 100 10-9 10 10
1925 ... | 970 450 504 | 368 379 98 10:1 15 1'5
1924 ... | 994 507 510 | 363 365 | 105 1005 19 14
1923 ... | 9007 158 459 | 368 360 | 149 149 29 29
1922 ... | 998 493 49-4 338 338 | 138 138 20 29
1921 ... | 977 449 459 | 362 370 131 134 a5 35
1920 ... | 987 321 325 | 400 405 | 2 230 30 30
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It will be noticed that the number of samples of milk reported by the
analysts to be of good quality during the year is much below that of
the previous 13 years. This is undoubtedly due to the phenomenally
dry season. The great scarcity of grass in the summer and autumn
presumably led to cows being poorly fed except in the few cases where
the farmers made up the grass deficiency by cattle cake and other
foods which in a normal season are not required till winter. This low
fat content of milk has been fairly general throughout the country.

It is not the first time in these reports that the superiority in the
quality of the milk in the Southern district has been noted.

Of the total 907 samples of milk taken during the year, 32 were
obtained on Sundays. These latter all proved genuine on analysis.

Adulterated Samples of Milk.—
Action laken,

275 N. 6-0 per cent. fat abstracted,
Warranty proved. Summons dismissed.

289 N.  5-7 per cent. fat abstracted. .This was a sample taken in course of delivery
to a milk seller from whom Sample No. 275 N. had been purchased and who
had given notice under Section 21 and the second schedule of the Food
and Drugs (Adulteration) Act, 1928. The wholesalers were summoned
and pleaded a warranty. They were not able to rely upon the warranty
as they had not given the requisite notice for a sample to be taken at
the place of delivery of the milk to them.

Having regard to the firm’s previous good record the magistrate
dismissed the summons under the Probation of Offenders Act, on
payment of £12 costs,

35 N. 0-47 per cent. of added water.
No action taken.
59 N. 8-5 per cent. of added water,
Milk secller fined 10s.
62 8. 6 parts of formaldehyde per million parts of milk.

This was an informal sample obtained from a school. Formalin had
been used as a disinfectant spray in the school. Subsequent samples
proved to be free from contamination.

119 8. 4:0 per cent. fat abstracted.
Vendor cautioned.

325 8. 2.0 per cent. fat abstracted,
Vendor cautioned,

415 8. 13-0 per cent. fat abstracted,
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The vendors requested that samples be taken at their farm from
a corresponding milking. Three samples were taken direct from the
cows at the time of milking by the inspector of the district in which the
farm was situated, and they proved on analysis to be :— (-
417 8. Genuine.
418 8. Apparently contained 2-5 per cent. added water.
4198. Apparently had 17-0 per cent. of the original fat abstracted,

In view of these resnlts the summons was withdrawn and the
matter reported to the Ministry of Agriculture, '

370 8. 36-0 per cent. fat abstracted.

This was an informal sample obtained from a school. Subsequent
samples proved to be genuine, and the deficiency was no doubt due to
lack of mixing.

Sampling of Milk Delivered to London County Council Hospilals and
Schools in thz City.—In response to a special request from the County
and School Medical Officer samples of milk about to be delivered to the
one County Council hospital in the City (Sheffield Street), and the
18 schools have been submitted for chemical analysis. The work is
carried out in the ordinary course of milk sampling, informal samples
being taken. Should an informal sample prove deficient, formal
sampling would then follow with a view to legal proceedings.

113 samples of milk were taken, and on analysis were graded as

follows : —
Good. Fair. Poor. Adulterated.
18 T4 19 2

The nature and extent of adulteration and action taken are given in
the preceding table,

CoxpeENsep MiLk RecuraTtions, 1923 axp 1927,

Forty-three samples were taken and found to be genuine and properly
labelled.

Driep MiLk Recurations, 1923 axp 1927.
Two samples were taken and found to be genuine and properly labelled.

Pusric Heavtn (PreservaTives 1x Foop) Recurnatioxs, 1925, Axp
Pusric Heavtr (PreEsERVATIVES 1IN Foop) AMENDMENT REGULATIONS,
1926 axp 1927,

Only the following articles may contain preservative which must be
either sulphur dioxide or benzoic acid as specified in the regulations:—
sausage and sausage meat, fruit and fruit pulp not dried, dried fruit,
unfermented grape juice and non-alcoholic wines, cordials and fruit
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juices, jam, candied peel, sugar, corn, syrup, gelatine, beer, cider, alcoholie
wines, swectened mineral waters,. brewed ginger beer, coffee extract
pickles and sances made from fruit or vegetables.

r

A sample of ginger wine was taken and on analysis found to contain
70 parts of sulphur di-oxide per million and 300 parts of benzoic acid
per million. The Public Health (Preservatives in Food) Regulations
allow either sulphur dioxide (350 parts per million) or benzoic acid (600
parts per million) to be used as a preservative in ginger wine, but not
both. It would appear that the ginger, prior to importation into this
country, had been either treated with sulphurous acid or dusted with
calcium sulphate,

The manufacturers were communicated with and stated in reply that
they used benzoic acid as a preservative. The facts were reported to
the Ministry of Health to draw attention to what appeared to be an
anomaly in the provisions of the Regulations,
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TasLe II.
Foop axp Drues (ApuLreration) Acr, 1928,

Samples purchased under the Food and Drugs (Adulteration) Act, showing
results of Analysis and subsequent Proceedings for year 1933.

e
i1 il
[ - = L |
e Article of Food, ﬁ%_ . E' 2| 5 FE Fines. Costs,
= E 3 g 2 - £z
: e | 2 |3|%]|3%| 38
5 " = = ==
= 5 e = | |8l E
| |
I | g |£ a d, !E s d,
1 | Baking Powder 1 1 | — ) — - - o
& | Butber; .t jap TV O S S S o
3 | Caviare 10 0| — — | — = e L
Al e T S o) e S X L
5 | Cheese 9 Pl = .y e 1 i
6 | Cocoa 8 8)— | —|— ek R ) e
7 | Coffee, Chicory, &e. | 9 O f—t—t=] —f o =
8 | Condensed Milk -l 48 L, o b, SR KT T T Il e o
] ] Confectionery =8l 2 el e e et ] i
10 | Cordials .. .| 48 L e e A e = T
e e, e Oy S B EEYA ‘ LA e
12 Culinary Colours 4 s e —~ | s ¥
13 | Culinary Flavours . 1 | — e — Lin = e
14 | Dried Milk ... .| 2 " okl e e Pl Pt g %
15 | Drugs SR A 0y S 1l 1) = pn ol 8 ¥
16 | Fish 2.4 I Y REE SN Tt R Yk
17 | Fish Paste __ 22 21 [ fiy | - — by
18 Fish (Tinned) .| 78| T O R R T S e i
19 i' F]m — k] ) ! ; i ek SRR | — — S —
20 ' Fruit (Pres.) ] i - TSI IR f o e A L
e e Y 8 IR G B e B et —
22 | Jams and Preserves | 44 | PR TN A S S el B!
23 ' Margarine .. 47 47 | — 1 — =) L —
24 Meat Extract sl 2 . e SR — | ST s
25 | Meat Paste ... .| 30 R T e T e e
26 | Meat Pies . 26 26 | — | — ] — e e s
7k | 007 806 | 11| 4| 1 3 010 012 0 0
28 | Mint Bauce ... | 3 2, 1] I|— g —
29 | Olive and Salad OQils KT 14 | ——|— T S A
30 | Pickles and Sauces 2 2 — | =] = et = k- 7
31 | Sausages 49 B =)= =] - S 3
32 | Spices [ ] : Tt { e s =l e
33  Spirits 70 8 | 2 } 1 1 — |5 0 0O —
8 [ e e I i ey [, et 2R
35 | Vegetables (Pres.) .| 37 37 ‘ R S o L a0, e 0
36 Vi S R 5| — | —=] — o G
37 | Wine e iy Bl —|=] = g b
1815 | 1,796 |19 | 7| 3 4 610 0 14 20

The Council had giyen authority for 1,800 samples of food to be
purchased during the year; authority was also given for an additional
25 samples of foods other than milk to be taken if necessary.

Butter.—145 samples were taken. One of these contained 16-1 per
cent. of water, the maximum amount of water allowed in butter being
16 per cent.; No action taken.
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Drugs.—31 samples of various drugs were taken during the year.
Two samples of ammoniated tincture of quinine were found to be deficient
in ammonia. One of these was purchased informally. A formal sample

was obtained and the vendor was fined £1 and ordered to pay £2 2s,
costs.

Fish Paste.—22 samples were taken. One sample was found to contain
0-16 per cent. of boric acid. As this was an informal sample and
no further sample of the same brand beiag available, no action was taken.

Meat Paste.—30 samples. were taken. One was found to contain

50 parts of sulphur dioxide per million parts of meat paste, The vendor
of this sample was cautioned.

Mint Sauce.—3 samples were taken. The analyst reported on one
sample that 50 per cent. of the leaves were leaves other than mint. The
defendants admitted the possibility of there being a small quantity of
foreign leaves. The third portion was submitted to the Government
chemist who reported it to be genuine mint sauce. The summons was
therefore withdrawn. The obvious comment is that in dealing with a
substance of this sort where the liquid must be shaken before decanting,
it is impossible to ensure a uniform suspension of leaves in each of
three portions of the sample.

Spirits.—70 samples were purchased consisting of whisky, gin, rum
and brandy. Two samples of whisky proved to be below the legal standard
of 35° U.P. The vendor of one, which was 36-3° U.P. was cautioned :
in the other case which proved to be 39-4° U.P. proceedings were
instituted and the vendor fined £5,

RecuraTion or Streer TrapING.

The London County Council (General Powers) Act, 1927, provides
for the regulation of street trading by the issue of licences which must
be renewed annually. Special observation is kept by the Food Inspectors
on all stalls where food is exposed for sale and also the premises where
it is stored.

The number of stallholders licensed by the Council is about 350,
and about 200 of these handle foodstufis. The number is continually
changing. As a result of constant supervision only minor infringements
of the byclaws occurred. These were promptly rectified when pointed
out by the Inspectors. Otherwise conditions were satisfactory.
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Mear RecuraTions, 1924,

There are no slaughterhouses in the City and the duties imposed are
confined to the supervision of meat shops, stalls and stores. A register
is kept of all meat vendors and the number registered at the end of 1933
was 142, The Inspectors paid 225 visits to these premises, including
stalls, 15 notices were served and the defects were remedied in each ease,

Otrner Foop PREMISES,

The total number of inspections to food premises was 3,494, These
include visits to milk shops and butchers’ shops which have already
been detailed.  Other premises where food is prepared for sale, deposited
for sale or sold, include bakers’ shops, greengrocery and fruit shops,
ice-cream shops, fish shops, fried fish shops, eating places, tea shops and
restaurants. Asa result of these inspections 202 notices requiring sanitary
defects to be remedied were issued,

Restaurants—A register of all restaurants is kept and 1,298 have
already been indexed. During the year 2,018, visits were paid.
Kitchens, pantries, messroom arrangements for staff, systems for washing
up, and general sanitary arrangements were specially observed. Defects
requiring notices were found in 154 instances, and in each case the work
was satisfactorily carried out.

Balkehouses.—At the end of 1933 there were 61 bakehouses in the City,
of which 43 were underground. 192 visits of inspection were made, and
In all instances the cleansing which is required to be done twice a year
was carried out.

Fried Fish Shops.—There are 23 fried fish shops in the City to which
the Food Inspectors paid 27 visits. It was necessary to send two notices
for cleansing, the work being carried out immediately.

Ice Cream Premises.—66 premises were on the register on 31st
December, 1933, as required by the London County Counecil (General
Powers) Act, 1932. The Inspectors paid 137 visits to these premises
during 1933. Conditions were satisfactory,

Inspection of Food.—TFood exposed for sale has received regular
inspection by the food inspectors, who have carried out this work daily
(9489) 1
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including Sundays. The following table shows the nature and amount
of food voluntarily surrendered or submitted for destruction :—

Tons. ewts. qrs. lbs. Tons. ewts, qrs. lba.
Apples i 2 — 16| Ham ... - — 2 - —
Bananas .. .. — 183 2 — | Horseradish.. - .. 8§ 12 2 —
Beans : 1 18 — — | Lamb - — — 1 22
Beef .. — 1 — 18| Lemons . ... 8 8 3 —
Blackberries — | 2 — | Lettuce = 1 — 10
Brussels Sprouts — 1 1 6 | Mangosteens.... S IRt AR
Cabbage . 2 12 — — | Mclons e 3 —  —
Cape Gooscberries ... '— 1 2 — | Onions el S S . e
Carrots - TR W 1 — | Oranges . .. — 9 3 —
Cauliflower ... 1 2 2 —| Peachesa ... - % 10 8§ —
Cherrics —_ 12 1 — | Pears B § 2
Chestnuts 6 8 — — | Pincapples ... =" I R =
Chickens —_ - 1- 8| Potatoes ... 3 17 2 —
Crabs — = = 14| Prawns . — S )
Custard Apples — 10 2 — | Radish st A e 3 —
Endive ... — F E el . R
Figa ... — 7 == 17 | Spinach . — 1 — 14
Fish ... —_ - 1 14 | Sweet Potatoes .. 1 1 — —
Garlie 1 8 — — | Tomatoes ... ST Y el W8
Grapes - 1 . 2 12| Torkeys = .., .. — 1 — 22
Grape Fruit ... — 10 2 —1Vead .. | — 2 24
Greengages ... — 3 —| Walnuts .. .. I 2 — -

Certification of Food for Export.—A certificate enabling the export of
certain articles of food was granted in one instance—to Spain.

Scarter FeEver—PossisLe Foop Borse INFECTION.

On 14th November, 1933, information was received by the same post
from two different sources concerning four persons who were stated to
be suffering from scarlet fever after attending banquets at a restaurant
in this City.

Two distinet banquets were concerned—both had been held on
27th October, some 18 days previous to the date of the first intimation

received by this Department. Three of the four patients had dined at
one banquet.

Although the patients were not resident in the Cit}" of Westminster
investigation was carried out immediately and it was ascertained that
three banquets were held on the same evening—no one attending the
third banquet being taken ill. 112 guests were present at the largest

banquet; two definitely .contracted scarlet fever and 28 suffered from
septic throats and other symptoms.

At the second banquet there were 22 guests, 3 of whom soon after-
wards contracted scarlet fever and 12 septic throats. No illness of any
kind was contracted among the 18 guests taking part in the third banquet.

It was subsequently ascertained that a diner in the public restaurant
also contracted scarlet fever after having partaken of dinner on the same
night in company with three other persons who were unaffected.

-
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In the course of the enquirics it was discovered that certain items in
the menu appeared to be common to the banquets and the dinner in

the restaurant. These.were eliminated one by one until suspicion finally
rested upon ice cream. '

Owing to the time that had elapsed between the actual infection and
the date of making it known to this Department it was impossible to
obtain any of the consignment of ice cream which had fallen under
suspicion,

Medical examination of all the staf that had handled the commodity
in question was arranged by the firm, and the City bacteriologist, Dr.
Pulvertaft, took swabs of all staff directly concerned with the banquets,
including lift and cloak room attendants and persons concerned with
the preparation of ice cream. Several showed positive results (ha:molytic
streptococel) but subsequent swabs proved negative. In connection
with this one member of the staff in the ice cream house was excluded
from work until a negative swah was obtained.

The Ministry of Health was notified of the illness by certain of the
sufferers, none of whom lived in Westminster, and Dr. Letham, of the
Ministry, was detailed to conduct an investigation. All the information
that had been obtained by this Department was put at Dr. Letham’s
disposal and some further enquiries were pursued in collaboration with
the Ministry. It appeared that there was a possibility that the cream
used for the decoration of the ice cream on that particular night may have
been the agency conveying infection, but no direct evidence was obtained
to substantiate this.

Foop Porsoxixg.

(1) Notification was received in December from the Medical Officer of
Health of Hammersmith of a case of food poisoning in a resident in his
area.

It arose following a banquet held at a restaurant in this City and
other persons attending the same function were stated to have suffered
from similar symptems. The diners numbered 194, but only 8 or 9
persons seemed to have been in any way affected, the symptoms being
intestinal pains, vomiting and disrrheea.

Investigations were at once carried out. menus examined, &e., but
nothing in the evidence obtained pointed to any particular cirenmstance
or article of food as likely to Lave been the cause.



























