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REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH,

For the first Quarter, 1857.
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==

Mgr. CosaigMaN AND GENTLEMEN oF THE VESTRT,

I beg now to present to you my Report for the first Quarter of this Year. It
consists chiefly of tables, in which are comprised all the particulars necessary to make you
pacquainted with the healthy or unhealthy condition of this Parish, and of the sanitary works
performed or left unfinished during the Quarter. The Mortality is about 50 less than the
average of the Quarter for Ten Years; it is slightly above the numbers recorded for the

first Quarter of 1850, 1853, and 1856 ; but allowing for increase of population, it does not

exceed the Mortality of the corresponding Quarters, even of those most favourable Years.

Much attention has of late been given to the subject of over-crowding ; it demands our
most earnest attention for two reasons. It brings sickness and death upon the poor, and
ruinous expense upon the Parish. My present Report shows that the most erowded Borough-
road district suffers one-third more deaths than either of the others, although its actual
population is less : the London-road district, with 159 persons to the acre, shows 98 deaths;
the Kent-road, with 172 to the acre, 97 deaths; while the Borough-road, with 244 to the
acre, shows no less than 136 deaths. The Poor Law books show, for the London-road district,
804 cases of illness among the poor attended during the Quarter; for the Kent-road district,
1,074 cases, while our most crowded distriet yields 1,731 cases; that is, 900 more cases in
one Quarter than in the one district, and 700 more than in the other. T need not say that
this represents an enormous call upon your poor-rates, and as I have gaid, the deaths are

one in three in excess.

Deaths from zymotic diseases have decreased generally in the Parish one-half; 33 this,
88 against 63 last Quarter. I have no doubt that some at least of these results are from the
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improvements carried out under your orders. Among the most important canses of so much
expense and so much mortality in our overcrowded district, I may state this one, that the poor
are being gradually driven back upon this and upon certain other poor districts of the Metro-
polis; that is, upon places too straight to hold them, and upon people too poor to support
them. The illness that oecurs in these close places, not only comes more readily, but it is
with so much more difficulty got rid of, and does with great facility slide into death. The
vice, the indecencies consequent upon such a state of things have been so fearfully and so
truthfully pourtrayed by a health officer elsewhere, that I gladly refrain from again touching
upon the loathsome subject. I may, however, at least say, that vice in its most abominable
' shapes has often been under my notice, in these places where as yet privacy and cleanliness
are impossible. 3

It seems dreadful to hear any one say there is no remedy for these evils; nor indeed
ought any one to say it ; true, there is no immediate remedy, nor is there for any great soeial
evil that may gradually grow up, and which may have been first perceived only when it had
become quite intolerable. The ordinary duties of your officers will compass much. The last
table in the Quarterly Report shows cases of houses, unfit for human habitation, cleansed and
made fit; houses almost without air, ventilated, and so made fresh and wholesome ; foul¥
rotten water-butts ; drains bringing back pestilence to houses, instead of removing it ; cesspools
overflowing, making the houses intolerable, and causing people, used even to these things, to
open their doors and windows at inconvenient and unsafe times ; of yards without pavement
soaking up privy and drain overflowings, to give them forth again in the heat and sunshine;
of refuse kept long and strewed about in close places ; of animals so kept as to be reeking in
their own filth ; and of owners and others who will have it that all this is whﬂiemm&! This,
and more, the 7th table sets forth, and is all capable of remedy under the legal authority of
the Vestry. If we should ever have the good fortune to be relieved of our excessive poor-
rate burdens, the question of opening courts, of clearing spaces, of better paving and water
supply in courts, and even of parks, may be entertained with a certain prospeet of making
this a very healthy Parish.

Among other salutary changes in progress, not the least, is the great regularity now shown
in removing the house refuse ; we have 7,000 houses, each for the most part with its refuse
heap, and hitherto the poorer and closer places have been in this particular almost entirely
neglected : the organization must, however, be rendered still more complete.

I have before spoken of the large number of casual cases relieved at the workhouse of
this Parish. The Michaelmas Quarter, 5,812 were here relieved ; in the next neighbouring
Parish, 1,054 ; the Christmas Quarter 4,018 with us, 523 with them ; this Quarter with us
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3,128, with them 372. The influx towards St. George's is every way great. We import
poverty largely notwithstanding we are already full of it. I have to thank Mr. Church-
warden GiLriN for valuable information upon this point. It appears that out of 7,000 houses
in this Parish, only 639 rate above £50 ; 2,265 over £10 and under £50; the remaining 4,000
rate under £10, or are farmed at from £2 10s. to £5 10s. This proof of the poverty of our

Parish shows how little we can spend upon sanitary improvements, while we have to bear
not only our own ]:;urdena, but the burdens also of the rich men of the City and the West
End, and yet as we see by our Mortality Table it is literally death toleave things as they are.
Seeing how this stands at the very basis of sanitary improvements in poor Parishes, I may be

pardoned for introducing here a contrast between this Parish and three others—
Py, St o e P
City of London ccoeescscssciseinasinninnns  £853,800 £53,000 £53,000
8t. George's, Hanover-square ......... £1,097,580 £23,709 £26,979
St. James's, Westminster......cceune..  £494,660 £13,788 £18,780
St. George’s, Southwark ...............  £174,956 £14,396 £21.277

For further information I beg to refer to the table comprised in the Report, I have
not thought it necessary to reiterate here the various points mooted in my individual Reports.
I have to request your authority for Printing this Report. I receive most valuable papers
from other Officers of health, and I am anxious to reciprocate, so far as I am able, the benefit
so conferred ; I regret much that in several districts Reports are not printed and circulated,
the more so as the interchange of the individual thoughts of so many officers practically
engaged in advancing the public health cannot but be of the highest value to the communi-
ties among which the officers reside.

I cannot but add, that T continue to receive the most satisfactory assistance and eo-opera-
tion from the Inspector.

(Signed) WILLIAM RENDLE.
=__———-—-—.______='
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TABLE 4. —Mortality, classified according to Diseases, de.
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TABLE 5.—Cases of Sickness among the Out-door Poor.

Kent Road, Mr. Babbage London Road, Mr. Wakem Borough Road, Mr, Davies

Oid Cases | New Cases|  Torar 0ld Cases | Kew Cases ToTAL O1d Cases | KewCases|  Torar

i il 15 70 17 30 47 G0 a7 a7
i 47 21 68 24 20 44 af 47 103
B s a7 a3 T0 26 20 46 a0 o4 144
PR 26 (17 a7 18 65 103 43 146
B i &0 29 79 28 81 o4 105 38 143
B e s vk 64 44 08 26 34 60 100 38 138
G p N it 39 107 29 28 57 a0 (i3 156
B e e 72 30 102 37 29 (il 98 &0 148
| SRR i O Bl 39 94 a1 a0 61 a0 47 137
11 A S 49 30 ] a5 87 b a6 38 134
52 3T 89 48 46 94 87 fi4 151
55 bt 84 45 34 79 79 432 121 ,
45 24 69 + 24 60 73 40 113

678 | 306 1074 | 422 382 804 1127 | 604 | 1731

% Grand Total—Old Cases, 2227, New Cases, 1382, = 3609,

K.B.—Tt should be hers remarked, that * 01d Cases™ means only thost cases of illness that remain on the books mere than one wealk,
and consequantly involve repetitions of the same case.
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TABLE 6.—S8tate of the Sick Wards in the Workhouse.

DISEASES Cases | Deaths

Hmnll Pux-..g.....|.1..|.........,.....n...........-....qq-...pp..-l.--llii-i-llllIllii-l;-|||+lll 1 EE
Mmlﬂﬂ SRS RpEEE SRR NS R R FEE R AN AR PR FAE RS SRR R 1 1T
Emrlatim‘..... e e T T e L R R R L EE aaw

Hooping Cough ooveeeeicrinirmmmm i s
Diarrhcen and Dysentery ..cccceesessmresssnnsisnssssssisnissisassninsssans
T B P s s i s e et o e o s o I R A e e s o | s 3
PUETDETal FETER ciissasencisrensnssissnsascncnsnns 1 vosbnesss s sansssnansinins
Lung Diseases, except Phthisis .....ccoosiieiicccriinmmaninneesimionnanes. | 27 19
PRERIBIE o iesiiasnnsnubasusminsnsionssonsnt conass annsnassspnmman entisnsusass sabgann 5 9
Hydrocephalus, Tabes, Serophula, Spasmodie Croup, Convulsions of Infants ...... 2 3
MTETER] IOBREMEE | va v anesoshs o aikass assss s ssasnnnss nsnes dnsangatingsons shonne 9 4
Other Diseases, chiefly Chronic ....cccceuersrsrersrenssissisniesissseanene| 70 17
Violence, Privation, Poison, and Premature Birth ...occceciiaiiniiii. 5 5
Itch and uncleanly diseases not mcluded a.bu‘ire s o, s

otlyeerininsensniarsll | LOT 46

e

Remaining in Sick Wards from preceding QUATter......crscessresursascreens 127
__ Total Sick in Wards during QUAIEr ....c.veeussssssisssnassinssnassscascasns 284







)
d

. _—
a h 3 3
% s
5, ‘_' S W
M, e
oy 0
_'.'\. ﬁ?rl.

; ;
3 o
",

! T
"
R

. A
uint Grorge the m@: Sunthmark,

o s ozt 8
REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH,
For the Second Quarter, 1857.
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AUGUST 31st, 1857.
Mg, Caatrman axp GENTLEMEN oF THE VESTRY, No. 6.

I nave, during the quarter ending Midsummer, brought five individual reports before you. It
is now my duty to present my Quarterly Report, consisting ehiefly of Tables somewhat more complete
than pefore; and a summary of the most important matters contained in the five reports alluded to.

The first Table shows that, usually, less deaths occur among us in the second quarter, than in
either of the others; the averages show the difference in rather an exaggerated form, because of the great
mortality in Cholera epidemics. Allowing for inerease of population, the quarter’s mortality was about
20 less than the average, and 27 less than that of the previous quarter,

In the second Table, I compare our Parish with others in similar and different circumstaneces.
One fact that appears, is, that we lose annually 30 in the 1000, the next worse parish 28, the lowest 18,
In fact, there are but two parishes that lose more by death than we do, while there are 33 that lose less.
This fact should, of course, be kept in mind; for no doubt some at least of this fatality is preventible ;
if we could keep to the average of all London, we should lose nearly 300 less every year, or even to that
of Bethnal-green, we should lose 200 less every year. Itis just as well to know this, Few believe we
are as bad as we really are, and, if we do not believe it, we shall not of course try to mend it ; but it
cannot be denied. The healthy standard is 17 in 1,000 ; we cannot hope to arrive at that. The Registrar
General says,  One of the greatest and most prevailing causes of ill health, and of the deaths in excess
of 17 in the 1,000, is the condensation of people in towns without the requisite mechanical and chemical
arrangements for removing impurities, for supplying pure water, and for introducing free currents of
pure air,” That is really our case—we might have stood for the portrait. You will also remark in this
table as to the iniquity of the rich Londoners paying a low poor rate, and the poor Londoners puying a high
rate; how the city and west-end people buy property, and get a reversion of decreasing rates; and how
We get a reversion of increasing rates—a result by no means contemplated in the original compact. This
bears hardly upon us, it stifles us,—more and more packed, more and more impoverished, with very little
space between the poor ratepayer and the pauper, of course there is more sickness and death, We
tannot at present help this, but there is very much that we can help.

The third Table is more for the future than the present. It is, however, not without interest,
8 showing the parallel states of health and weather in this neighbourhood.

The fourth Table shows the mortality in the respective districts of the parish. In the Borough-road
district, a little less population reside upon a little more than half the space of the other districts, and the
mortality and sickness are in proportion uniformly higher ; the workhouse is, however, included, and
Will account for some of it. Here are shown the returns of sickness from several Institutions. We
are in this matter much indebted to the courtesy of the respective medical officers. The fifth Table shows
the weekly progress of sickness among the poor in the districts. Kent-road, 105 acres, population
19,200,—335 new cases in the quarter, with G0 pauper cases always under treatment, London-road,
112 acres, population 19,000,—804 new cases, and 53 always under treatment. Borough-road, 65
icres, population 16,850,—475 new cases, and 97 always under treatment; so that this density of
Population brings you more deaths, more sickness, more expense, and you will observe that the people,
'"_hm they become sick in the crowded district, are much longer on the parish books. Fever has much
diminished—less in numbers, and less in severity ; no case was sent to the Fever Hospital during the
Quarter. The sixth Table is in accordance with the Registrar-General's wishes. I cannot but express
fy gratitude for the advice and assistance T have had from that quarter, This Table gives particulars
of diseases, ages, and sexes. Here you will observe that out of 209 deaths during the quarter, 145 were
under five years of age, 157 under twenty. More than half took place under ten years ofage. 60 persons

zymotic diseases. Of the six diseases especially noticed, and which may be considered as
gauges, there were 53 as against 47 in the corresponding quarter last year. The diseases vary ;
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we lost fewer from the more preventible diseases. Then typhus and measles predominated ; now hooping-

cough and diarrheea. p
Small Pox Measles Scarlatina caplag Diarthea Typhus ToTaL

Cough
This Quarter  ...... 0 5 4 28 9 7 53
Corresponding Quar- 3 14 5 8 2 15 47

ter last Year ... ..

This points to the necessity of making every available opening for currents of air in the
closer and sicklier districts, of removing everything promptly that unnecessarily vitiates the air, of
encouraging a higher standard of cleanliness in back districts ; by the example of public cleanliness and
care, and by compelling those refractory persons, who injure their neighbours by their neglect, to put
their places in order. A man may, of course, be as filthy as he likes, if he has a taste that way, but he
has no right to carry it to the extent of injuring others. In this Table will be seen also, that forty-one
persons have been taken off in the very prime of life by consumption: although the disease is heredi-
tary, everything that tends to purify and freshen the atmosphere will diminish its ravages. Open spaces
to which children can readily be taken, will do very much to eradicate the seeds of the disease in early
life. I have seen children with all the symptoms hinting at decline, become quite well by judicious and
regulur exposure to the air. The dreadfully vitiated air of our courts, alleys, and close rooms, produces
and fosters this disease, which destroys more lives than any other. [ need not say any more at present
about parks; of course they are necessary, and the nearer the better. Two cases have been brought before |
you,—one the rare opportunity with little effort and litle expense of preserving the open space of
ground in Red-cross-court. This court alone costs the parish, as I believe, at least £100 a-year in
pauperism. The other is Henry-street and Etham-street; a small opening is greatly needed here, it
was reported upon some mounths ago. The landlords of this small, densely-packed neighbourhood
greatly desire the opening of these thoroughfares, and the 2,000 poor people that live in this small
space, can scarcely have a greater boon bestowed upon them. The seventh Table shows the extent of
sanitary work during the quarter. About half the cases urdgred, are reported as unfinished at the end
of the quarter, and some remain from previous quarters ; the cases are specified ; some may perhaps
have been done since, but there are great arrears, This Table is partly constructed from the Inspector’s
book, and the work is chiefly his. I am, however, acquainted with the particulars of every case, and
advise with him upon each. One of the earliest and most special orders of the Vestry was that he should
act thoroughly with me. I am most glad to say, that he does so to my perfect satisfaction,

I have lately visited all the cow-yards, 18 in number, containing 267 cows. The cows, with
some exceptions, look healthy. In the most neglected cow-houses [ find the most unhealthy, sickly
cows. These cows are generally quickly got rid of. It appears to pay some persons to call round and
purchase sickly, diseased, or dying animals ; the cows may, therefore, look well, and a quick succession
of sickness take place, and be in this manner removed. One cow-keeper had lost a large number, and had
given up the business. Another had lost a few,and some of the cows looked as if they were becoming sick.
Many of the cow-yards require great improvement—periodical cleansing, improved paving and drainage,
and a better water supply; the dung-pits are defective, open, and in hot weather steaming up and infect-
ing theair. As the principle of draining over or under the service is of the utmost importance, the deci-
sion of & full Vestry upon the principle is desirable before proceeding ; sure Iam that the existence of
many thousands of feet of almost stagnant foul liquid, slowly running from cow-sheds and piggeries, cannot
be right in close neighbourhoods, when perhaps half of it would be evaporated by the heat of the sun
before it could arrive at the distant sink. The first dairy authorities agree that ** hot, close cow-houses are
disgraceful affairs.” Mr. Martin, one of the first, says, *“ As the slightest acidity and putrescence affects
the milk, it is of the utmost importance that the place should be as pureand clean as possible.” Recollect
also how the question of good milk bears upon the deaths of children, which are so enormous with us.

1 have visited all the lodging-honses in this parish with Inspector Price and Mr. Wellman.
They were 26 in number, containing 714 rooms and 827 lodgers. The police regulations, for order,
cleanliness, and prevention of disease, are in the highest degree satisfactory. That the amount of dis-
ease, and of the worst kinds, was formerly enormous, I, as an old parish surgeon, well know. It rapidly
infected others; not so now. The open indecencies have almost passed away. The expense to the
parish, of these places, occupied by the most improvident and the filthiest of people, must have been
enormous. I saw but two cases of illness in all the houses, and one of them was from intemperance
Fever, small-pox, and the like, cannot spread; they are immediately reported and removed, and lH.
places are cleansed before others are allowed to. occupy. The benefits are so great, that the BMPlﬂqmﬁ’t._
of the same regulations in the more crowded and filthier houses of the poor, can only be a question
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time. It is the highest humanity to quicken the progress. Vestries have power, under the Local Ma-
nagement and Disease Prevention Acts, sufficient for the purpose ; and such acts as these, in my humble
opinion, ought to be done by Vestries ; and not by extending the powers of the police, as in the recent bill
was altempted.  But the need is so great, so undoubted by those who have seen the evils with their own
eyes; and the benefit to be obtained so certain ; thatif local nuthorities do not enforce the improvements,
the police will have to do it, and we shall have ourselves to thank for throwing the duty upon them.

We have had but four deaths from searlatina ; but of these four, in the opinien of every one
concerned, two became malignant and fatal from the house being filled with privy stench in hot weather.
The work was promptly done—too late to save the children, but not too late to warn us of the fatal
character of sulphuretted hydrogen and like gases, that are the components of privy stenches. As to the
overerowding, I have brought many cases before you, in each my attention has been called on account of
illness resulting ; difficult of cure, and constantly recurring.  “ I can never get out of that house,” said
the district surgeon of one of them. The eight rooms of this house were always full, the receipts £2 2s,
per week ; yet it was dirty, neglected, and overcrowded, So the poor live, and, I may say, so they die.

As to some manufactories, the more offensive should no doubt be compelled to improve.
Some of them are very bad, and their pernicious influence spreads widely. I do not think any manu-
facturer should be obliged to leave; trades must be, of course, protected ; but one man must not, o
save a little expense in his building and machinery, be allowed to poison a neighbourhood containing, as
this does, some thirty thousand people. There are various ways of making almost all of them bearible,
One of the most practical men of the day says of one plan, ** It has been applied in order to get rid of
the offensive effluvia arising from the coppers of the soap-boilers, tallow-melters, and similar occupa-
tions, which often become a nuisance to a whole neighbourhood.” He further states, ¢ that it was said
to have answered perfectly;” so that a factory which was formerly most offensive, became entirely free
from offensive odours. 1 believe where the apparatus is inapplicable, as in hone lofts, eat-gut manufae-
tories, and the like very offensive trades, there appears to be no way but completely enclosing such
premises, providing inlets for fresh air below, and with outvents only through tall shafts ; the offensive air
to be forced through these shafts by blowers, to be depurated in its passage by fire or chemical agency.

Lastly, as to ventilating sewers, I think no more gullies should be trapped, unless a sufficient
vent be applied elsewhere.  Clearly we must not close the vents in objectionable places, unless we open
enough in unobjectionable places. The evils will be—the forcing back the foul gases into houses, and
rendering sewers dangerous to workmen. 1 have spoken uf eross roads, or places where four or more
ways meet, as apparently the least objectionable : one such I see is now laid down in White-street, and I
therefore suppose the principle is recognised. On this side the river, the caution is especially necessary,
#s 16 hours out of the 24, the sewers have no flow, and consequently become overcharged. Seven or
eight men have lately lost their lives from foul sewers. The verdict of the jury in the Wapping case
was, * That the four men were suffocated by the noxious gases and mephitic air of the sewer.” In
the Whitechapel-road case, last week, three men were killed—verdict * That they died from the noxious
and mephitic vapours emitted from a sewer.,” The gas was prineipally sulphuretted hydrogen, and it is
powerful enough Lo cause instant death. One of the principal witnesses in the case stated that no doubt
“ measures might have been adopted to prevent the deaths of the three persons by better ventilation.””
Upon these grounds, and upon the fact that in many parts of this parish, regurgitation of these very
Bases takes place into houses, I beg to urge the question of ventilation of our sewers in every
possible and unobjectionable place, but especially where thoroughfares meet; and to advise that no
inore external gullies be stopped,

(Signed ) WILLTAM RENDLE.

TABLE 1.—Quarterly Mortality.
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Births . . . M. 250, F.225. Total . , . 475.

Excess of Births over Deaths . , . 176.
Deaths. . . M. 148, F.151. Total . . . 299,
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proportion of children, and which, without Joubt, can be largely diminished by sanitary precaution—
that 95 died from zymotic disease, including 56 from diarrhea—15 from typhus fever, or rather fever ; for
many cases are included under this head that are not really typhus. No Typhoid cases have been sent
from smong the poor to the Fever Hospital, and but one has died in the Workhouse ; the disease
does not, therefore, press. It is one, however, of these diseases that may be almost banished by
precautionary measures, chiefly by those which insure pure air, and greater cleanliness. 465 births are
recorded , and 276 deaths,—our population has, therefore, other circumstances being equal, increased by 189,

The last Table, taken from the Inspector’s book and my own diary, shews the amount of sanitary
work done during the quarter. About 900 visits have been made to 227 houses, manufactories, &c.,
found defective more or less, in various ways, and here recorded ; in 137 of these places your orders have
been obeyed, the places put into good condition, and the evils likely to produce sickness, abated, The
places are here recorded, where the work is not yet done.

I have, during the quarter, visited with the Inspector, 33 slaughter-houses; for the most part they
were in good condition ; slight improvements were recommended in 16, and carried out. 30 had their
licences granted ; three lost their licences, chiefly through informality. I am convineed that an annual
supervision of these places is for healih's sake necessary, especially when they are situated, as with us, in
densely populated districts; I only regret that other places, such as rag and bone warehouses, cow-houses,
piggeries, and the like, are not subjected to the same regulations, Two or three of the slaughter-houses
appeared Lo me to be too often used for the reception or slaughteriug of very bad meat; in one 1 authorized
the immediate seizure and removal of several carcases unfit for food—they were condemned by the Magistrate
and destroyed ; another Butcher has been warned. I cannot but say that I have been disgusted at the filthy
and unwholesome condition of the premises, and of the materials, used by the lower class of Sausage
Makers ; they require, and will have, an occasional visit. I continue to receive the most zealous
assistance and co-operation from the Inspector, Mr. Wellman,

(Signed ) WILLIAM RENDLE.

TABLE 1.—Quarterly Mortality.
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8 Parish of Saint George the Martyr, Southwoark.

TABLE 6.—~DEATHS Registered in St. George’s, Southwark, during the Quarter ending
September 26th, 1857. (18 Weeks.)
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Mg, Coaipman axp GENTLEMER oF THE VESTRY,
ey

I sy now prepared with my report for the quarter ngﬂhrmma.a A have, during the
quarter, brought before you six individual reports; the matters containgg; thiergip, have, for the most part,
been dealt with, or are under process: I fear, however, that the true prineiples of sanitary action are
not sufficiently known or recognised, for the work is often found to be so done, as to promise no lasting
or good effect. There can be no question as to supplying water to water-closets ; yet how frequently,
even in new and “ finished” work, we find either no contrivance at all for water supply, or a mere
makeshift, The disgusting consequences of leaving them without water, can only be appreciated by
those who visit the places. I would at once rather advise a return to the abominable cesspool, than
have these closets badly panned and trapped, unprovided with water, and the contents allowed slowly
to run through old imperfect drains. In this way, the contents force through or leak through, saturating
the ground, tainting the atmosphere about, and making the houses very disgusling and unhealthy
fo live in. In these cases, I have often perceived the privy smells at the front doors of the houses. At

- this very time, in John-street and William-street, are houses apparently properly panned and trapped,
connected with high level old brick drains, never intended for this purpose, in which the people complain
of the smells that continually assail them, I believe these vestry premises to be another case in point.
When we enter old or defective drains, (putting our new work upon an old garment as it were,) the
more perfect the trap, the more are the gaseous and liquid contents foreed out in other directions ; that
is, in the yards and basements, in the soil immediately under or around the houses. I, of course, can
only judge by repeated illness, and repeated complaints, which must be noticed and reported upon
by me as often as they occur ;—with the sick reports that come before me weekly, I am sure to hear again
of these patched-up places. All these are most weighty reasons why the work ordered should be perfectly
done, and done at once.  Again, the conditions necessary to produce or quicken decay are known to all
chemists, and, indeed, to every one. To make your dung-heap and ash-heap ferment, and give forth
foul vapours continually, you require moisture, free exposure, and the sun's or other hent ;—keep it
elose, keep it dry, and keep it cool, you as far as possible prevent decay. In a parish like this, with
thousands of refuse heaps, and a soil already saturated with foul matter, the importance of this cannot
be over-rated.  Yet, with this knowledge so widely spread, our dust-bins and refuse inclosures are so
often found constructed without covers ; open to the sun and to the rain, to produce the evil ; and to the
wind to disperse it among the inhabitants, It is, doubtless, because of these well-known principles,
that the Act of Parliament orders proper doors and coverings. The refuse is not collected in the poorer
districts with regularity, nor according to the plan laid down some time since by this vestry ; nor do we
sufficiently press upon the poorer classes the duty of caring for health and for the property they oceupy.
I now merely mention these matters, I will endeavour 1o place them clearly before you in an annual
Teport,

L]

This quarterly report consists chiefly of tables,as usual. The first Table shews an increased
Mortality as compared with corresponding quarters of 1855 and 1856 ; it is, nevertheless, considerably
below the average of the quarter ; less deaths, that is, by 61, It shews also considerably less than the
Sclual deaths of the corresponding quarters of mine out of the last twelve years; and it is more
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favourable than the figures shew ; in this, that the deaths now recorded are in an increased population.
Considering that the causes of increased mortality have been very wide spread, this state of things is not
unfavourable. We must not forget that during this quarter, in England, 13,675 persons have died more
than in the corresponding quarter of 1855, and 14,176 more than in 1856, In London, 1,203 more
than in the corresponding quarter of 1855, and 928 more than in 1856. In the same ratio as all
England, our inerease would have been 40 ; it waz 39, In the same ratio as London, it would have
been 24 ; it was 39—the excess owing almost entirely to diseases of the breathing organs.

In the second Table are the usual calculations, shewing the enormous pressure of the poor
rate in this parish over and above the pressure of the rate in other parishes. We still continue to relieve
largely the poor of other parishes, as well as our own, in the shape of casuals—4,794 in the Michaelmas
quarter ; 4,866 in the Christmas quarter. Most other parishes number their casuals by tens and
hundreds only. 1 have, in previous reports, shewn how this increases disease, and diminishes the chance
of a proper provision for the sick poor. I would also draw your attention to that ecolumn of this Table
which shews our annual mortality as 30 to every thousand living ; if we could lose at the rate of
Bermondsey, we should lose 110 persons less every year; if at the rate of Hampstead, 650 would every
year be saved from death ; and the living would, of course, be more healthy. We cannot expect to be
as Hampstead ; but why should our people die so much faster than those of Bermondsey, St. Giles's, and
Bethnal Green? 1, as I think, see the reasons clearly enough ; I wish I had the power Lo convince others.

The third Table shews the total deaths from zymotic disease to have been 56—10 less
than in the corresponding quarter last year. Diarrheea, 12 deaths as against B then ; this may be
considered slight, but it is enough to warn us; especially as we have had a full share of every epidemic,
and have lost in all 2,300 persons by cholera. The sprinkling comes before the shower. I would not
willingly prophecy evil, but I earnestly and respectfully warn you to have those places where cholera
has appeared before, thoroughly cleansed and amended. OF chest diseases, 136 died in 14 weeks, 47
of them from consumption. I shall have something to say in a future report of this disease, and its
preventable causes, The weekly average temperature at no time dropped to freezing ; it was not, then,
the severity of weather, or many and violent changes, that produced so much mortality from chest
diseases. The changes were not great, but the weather was not invigorating ; the bracing and hardening
effect of a healthy winter was wanting. It may be here remarked that rain fell on Thursday, 22nd
October, to the extent, on this one day, of one-tenth the average rainfall for a year—about 58,000
gallons to the acre.*

The fourth Table shews the mortality in districts. 109 in the Kent Road district, or ong
death in 166 living. 105 in the London Road district, or one in 170 living. 129 in the Borough Road
district, or one in 122 living. As to sickness, bearing upon a previous hint, 12§ cases of diarrheea are
here recorded, and 535 cases of various chest diseases. I have been favoured with returns from eight
institutions, which will be found in this Table; and I have to thank the Officers of these respective

institutions for the trouble they have taken to oblige me, and which does not necessarily come within
the sphere of their duties.

The poor have suffered much more than in the corresponding quarter last year, an excess of
472 cases is shewn, or 370 in 13 weeks. 91 cases of fever are here recorded; the great majorily aré
happily rather feverish cases than fever, The Relieving Officers inform me that no cases have been sent to
the Fever Hospital. I have no doubt that shortly the books will be so kept, that I shall be able 0
distinguish between one and the other.

The sixth Table gives, as usual, the births, the causes of death, ages and sexes. Of 501 births,
251 were males and 250 females, Of the 343 deaths, 177 were males and 166 females. Other

* Reglstrar Geneml's Report.
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circumstances being equal, we have gained in population 158 during the quarter, that being the excess
of births over deaths. 170 died under ten years of age—that is, half the total deaths ;—the diseases I
need not further specify, they are all recorded. [ have been curious to note the number of very aged
persons who died in this quarter : there were 22 from 70 to 80 ; eight from 80 to 90 ; three at 93; and
two at 94 years of age. Twenty-nine of these were, so far as I can gather, of the poorer or hard
working class, so that hard work and a certain amount of privation, are more favourable to a long life

than the being in so-called *‘easy circumstances.” 1 append the analyses of the waters supplied
by the Companies to this Parish.

NovEMEBER.
Total Tmparity. Organle Impurity.
Lambeth Company ............... FEBE 5 rinisanens 1.45
Southwark Company ............ 2266 ...cveseeee. )56
DEcEMBER.
Lambeth Company ......ccoeee... BL  .iienis i b
Southwark Company ............ 20.72 civiivinenaa 124w

The seventh Table shews the amount of Sanitary work under hand during the quarter.
There are considerable arrears, partly, no doubt, because of unavoidable difficulties, and the reluctance
of parties to do the required work ; partly because we are very properly slow to coerce, and prefer to
call again and again ; giving, indeed, more than sufficient time. The reluctance arises, no doubt, from a
belief in the minds of some persons that, with enough delay and obstruction, they may escape the work
altogether. This, of course, brings a very large amount of work upon us, and occasionally goes far to
embarrass us. As to burial vaults, noticed in this Table, and which have been reported as without
improvement from the first : one is in good condition, one requires very slight improvement, but the third,
namely, the parish church, requires a speedy and complete alteration, The addresses of places where
the work is unfinished, are appended, as usual.

(Signed) WILLIAM RENDLE.

& Dir. Thomson.

TABLE 1.— Quarterly Mortality.

r
o i 5 Average Mortality of the
1855 1856 1857 Gllinrters from 1885 t5 1654
Firet Quarter v.e...corsescernsnsen 304 823 973.6
& T AR iRl e 202 296 204.8
ST A R D 350 279 431.1 or 383.1
excluding
Cholera.
Fourth ,, to December 31 290 | 284 | 326 391.8
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CAUSES OF DEATH

January 2nd, 1858.

TABLE 6.—DEATHS Registered in St. George’s, Southwark, during the Quarter
(14 Weeks.)
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Births . . . M. 251.

Deaths. . . M. 177.
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