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BOROUGH OF SOUTHWARK

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
WALWORTH ROAD, S.E.17.

The Mayer, Aldermen and Councillors,
Metropolitan Borough of Southwark.

YOUR WORSHIP, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present the Annual Report of the Medical
Officer of Health for the year 1957.

Yital Statistics

The Registrar General has estimated the population of the
Metropolitan Borough at mid-year 1957 to be 91,140. This is
1,160 fewer than in 1956 and is the lowest estimate of the
population since 1946. The 1951 census figure was 97,191. On
the other hand the birth rate was 18.1 per 1,000 of population and
was higher than last year (17.5) and the highest since 1950. The
general death rate of 12 per 1,000 population was slightly lower
than that of last year (12.9). Adjustment of these crude rates by
application of the appropriate comparability factor shows that the
adjusted birth rate in Southwark was at 16.1 per1,000 of population,
exactly the same as England and Wales, while the adjusted death
rate of 10.8 was lower than the death rate for England and Wales
which was 11.5. The infant death rate of 22.3 per 1,000 live
births although higher than the record figure of 16 per 1,000 live
births in 1956, was similar to the infant death rate for the
country as a whole, which in 1957 was 23.0. The still-birth rate
was 24.7 total births and was higher than last year (18.7) and
higher than the corresponding national figure which was 22.4.
Once more it is pleasing to record that during 1957, as in 1956,
there were no maternal deaths in Southwark.

Infectious Disease

The year 1957 did not see a repetition of the epidemic of
dysentery which occurred the previous year. Only 36 cases were
notified as compared to 716 during 1956. Towards the middle of
the year it became apparent that there was to be an outbreak of
measles and a total of 1,179 cases were notified. There were no
deaths from this condition. A total of 188 cases of Whooping
Cough were notified, again with no deaths. Of the four cases of
Poliomyelitis Paralytic which were notified, two have removed
from the 3orough. The remaining two, a girl of nine and a boy of
five, both are in good health although there remains some dis-
ability of the left leg in both cases. A decrease of ten in the
number of notifications of pulmonary tuberculosis which were
received during the year as compared to 1956 was offset by an
increase of fourteen in the number of inward transfers. There
were seven fewer deaths from this condition. In common with
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other parts of the country Southwark experienced an increased
incidence of a relatively mild form of influenza, a non-notifiable
infectious disease, which commenced towards the end of September,
1957. Ten deaths were attributable to this condition as compared
to five during the previous year.

Environmental Health

The year under review saw an important advance in the environ-
mental health field in so far as the Public Health Committee cave
favourable consideration (and in the early part of 1958, approval
in principle) to the establishment of a smoke control area in the
mainly residential district, bounded by Walworth Road, Trafalgar
Street, Dawes Street, and Westmoreland Road.

Housing

An increased number of persons were rehoused on medical
grounds during 1957 as compared with former years. A survey of
overcrowded families showed some improvement in the position
and a substantially smaller number of families remained over-
crowded at the end of the year.

Old People's Welfare

Despite accommodation difficulties the work of the Old People’s
Welfare Committee continued uninterrupted during the year and
details of the various activities are set out in \Miss Beer’s report.
In so far as the Council is concerned the year under review saw
the inception of a laundry service for incontinent persons being
nursed at home. This was a very valuable innovation which has
made and continues to make an important contribution to the
health and comfort of old people living in their own homes.

Conclusion

My thanks are due to the Members of the Council for their
encouragement and consideration and to the Chief Officials for
their kind co-operation since coming to Southwark. I wish also to
thank the staff of the Public Health Department for their efforts
during 1957. Although it has fallen to me to present this report,
it will be appreciated that during the year to which it refers, the
work of the Public Health Department was carried out under the
direction of my predecessor, Dr. W. Stott. The Council have
caused an appreciation of Dr. Stott’s long and outstanding service
in Southwark to be recorded in the Minutes. It only remains for
me to express my personal thanks to him for his kindness and
helpfulness to me when I came South, and to wish him every
happiness in his retirement.

I have the honour to be
Mr. Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors,
Your obedient servant,

A.D.C.5. CAMERON.
Medical Officer of Health.
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VITAL STATISTICS

Area 1,132 acres
Estimated Number of Dwellings (March, 1958)... 24,707
Dwellings Erected by Borough Council During Yenr 220
Approximate Rateable Yaluve (Total) ... £1,747,493
(Dwellings) 23 £545,435
Sum represented by a Penny Rate (March 1958) £6,860
Population:
Registrar General’s estimate (mid-1957) including
members of Armed Forces stationed in area 91,140
Estimated population, 1956 (mid-year) .. 92,300
Census, 1951 ... 97,191
Live Birth Rate per 1,000 population ... 18.1
Adjusted by comparability factor ... 16.1
Still Birth Rate per 1,000 total Births ... 24.7
Death Rate per 1,000 population ... 12.0
Adjusted by comparability factor ... 10.8
Maternal Death Rate per 1,000 live and still births nil
Infant Death Rate :
All infants per 1,000 live births ... 22.3
Legitimate infants per 1,000 live legltlmal:e births 21.1

Illegitimate infants per 1,000 live illegitimate births 38.0

Infant Death Rate
Crude (To nearest unit) Still
Estimated Birth | Death |Legiti- lllegiti- Birth
Population Rate | Rate | mate mate Total | Rate

1947 92,070 26.4 | 15.6 38 60 39 | 26.1
1948 94,630 21.7 | 12.8 38 26 - 7 ] (|
1949 96,810 19.5 | 13.0 26 71 29 1271
1950 97,080 18.6 | 12.2 17 46 20 | 16.8
1951 97,930 18.0 | 13.5 19 19 19 {232
1952 97,970 17.6 | 14.0 28 34 29 |21.4
1953 96,870 172 |.12.4 30 77 32 |[23.3
1954 95,370 17.7 | 115 21 10 2k o275
1955 93,820 174 | 13.8 24 61 28 1.22:
1956 92,300 17.5 | 33.9 17 - 16 | 18.7
1957 91,140 18.1 | 12.0 21 33 22 -24.7




Legitimate Illegitimate Totals
Male Female Total | Male Female Total| Male Female Total
Live Births
1956 | 744 758 1,502| 66 55 121 | 810 813 1,623
1957 | 810 742 1552|556 49 105 | 86 791 1,657
Still Births
1956 13 15 281 1 2 3 L o b 31
1957 21 18 39| 1 2 3 22 20 42
Infant deaths
(under 1 year)

1956 3 17 26.) - - - 9 17 26
1957 16 17 33| 1 3 4 17 - 20 37
DEATHS

Male and Female Age Groups.
65 and | Total | Total
Under 1| 1-4|5-14 |15-44|45-64| over | 1957 | 1956
Males ..|17 1 1. 37 162 407 625 641
Femaleshﬂ! _3 1 21 73 354 472 555
37 4 2 58 235 761 |[1,097 | 1,196
m— F——= [~ -} e — = —— ]

Infant Mortality.

The total number of deaths of infants under one year of age
was 37, the causes of death being as follows:
Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea

Pneumonia

Mephritis and Htphuuis
Congenital malformations

Accidents other than by motor uhiclel
Other defined and ill defined diseases

1
3
1
9
1
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26 of these deaths occurred under the age of 4 weeks.

Maternal Mortality.
No maternal deaths were recorded during the year.





















TREATMENT AND BATHING CENTRE
(Superintendent—Mr. T. Lloyd T.D.)

The Centre’s laundry was rebuilt and modern laundry machinery
was installed during the early part of the year. In June, a laundry
service was commenced to deal with the bedding and clothing of
sick and old people coming within the scope of section 122 of the
Public Health Act. There is no doubt that this service is of
considerable assistance, and solves a serious problem for many

old people.

The number of School children requiring treatment for vermin
infestation decreased by 8% on last year’s figures, but this
decrease was offset by a considerable rise in the number of
treatments given to adult persons of both sexes.

In the case of male adult persons, the increase occurred in the
numbers that were sent from the various lodging houses in the
Borough and would appear to indicate that a strict supervision of
their lodgers is being maintained in these places. Normally, we
are now informed by the Lodging Houses when an occupant is
being sent for treatment and arrangements are then made for the:
collection of bedding and personal effects for disinfestation.

Figures for the disinfestation of vermin in domestic premises
during the year again show a considerable reduction. This
continued decrease in the post-war years of the need for this type
of disinfestation, i.e., bed bug and flea infestations, is without
doubt, due not onlyto a general improvement in housing conditions,
but also to the wide range and efficacy of modern insecticides.

Considerable nuisance during the warmer months, resulted
from infestations of clover mites, (Bryobia praetiosa) in a number
of Council properties adjoining Parks and other spaces where
trees and plants had been recently planted. Although they do no
harm in the house, these minute agricultural pests cause consider-
able alarm when they invade premises in their hundreds of
thousands. A number of other Metropolitan Boroughs have
experienced similar infestations of these pests in their Housing
Estates where newly formed gardens have been stocked. It would
appear that the Clover Mite at least, does not object to the
atmospheric conditions of Metropolitan London and, in fact, thrives
when brought in from its more natural rural environment.

A large amount of precautionary disinfestation work has been
carried out during the year. The bedding of 270 families re-
housed by the Borough Council and of 50 families rehoused by
the L.C.C. was treated at the Centre before the families moved
into their new accommodation.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

(Separate statistics for certain of the following headings are
given in the Housing section).

Inspections upon receipt of complaint v e 3,009
Drainage inspections (and tevisits)... Vae, o BT}
Inspection of Factories 637
Inspection of Outworkers ... 328
Inspection of Common Lodging Houses ... 97
Rehousing cases : Inspections wen 1,208
Smoke Observations and inspections 261
Rodent Officers inspections of Industrial premises 238
” e " " Dwellings ... e 1,486
Inspection of Slaughterhouses -
Inspection of Offensive Trades Premises ... 45

Inspection and food sampling visits, shops and markets... 1,451
Inspection and sampling visits, Catering and Ice Cream

Premises ... by A vin ' L 405
Inspection of food at Wharves and Warehouses ... sane oid SBO8
Bakehouses—Inspections ... o S o ‘i 35
Fried Fish Shops—Inspections 88
Fishmongers’ prem;ses—lnspectlms 76
Re-inspections - 9477
Miscellaneous.. aes . 1,582

Pet Animals Act and Sundajr "#.Iarket Inspecl:mns 257

NOTICES
Intimation Notices ... 1,233
Statutory Notices ... 941
Defects in Council cnntrnlled pmpe:t_',r mparte.d to
Housing Manager X aida 90
Intimation Notices complied wrth 948
Statutory Notices complied with ... ; i 554

Work carried out by Local Authority in defaul‘.t of owner 154
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PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949
(Rodent Officer~Mr. R. Warboys)

Type of Premises
Local Business
Authorily | Dwellings | & Others Total
L. Total properties ... 17 24,707 5,202 29,926
IL. Properties inspected as
a result of ;—
(a) Notification ... 5 1,290 400 1,695
(b) Survey under Act - 1,339 562 1,901
IIl. Total Inspections (in-
cluding Reinspections) 31 4,005 1,394 5,430
IV. Properties inspected in-
fested by :—
Major - - 1 1
i ::jnm g 545 405 950
or naw == — —_— —
e e i = 795 140 035
V. MNumber of infested pro-
perties (IV) treated by local
I'I.'I.'I]'.I:ﬂl'itr e o e 1|34ﬂ 513 1:35‘3
V1. Notices served under
Mi 4:'-'
(a) Treatment - 93 - 93
(b) Structural, i.e., proof-
]ﬂt o - — —_ —_ —
VII. Number of cases in
which default action taken
by local authority following
s'ﬁ- 4 ﬂ'ﬂﬁﬂﬂ‘ e S— P —_— _—
VIII. Legal Proceedings - - - -
IX. Mumber of ““Block** 96—2,924 visits (2,165 dwelling houses,
control schemes carried out 759 business premises) in connection with
“Block! schemes.

NOTES :— (a) Council houses are indicated in “Dwellings.""
(b) Sewers are not included in above table.
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HAIRDRESSERS AND BARBERS

In accordance with Section 18 of the L.C.C. (General Powers)
Act, 1954, relating to hairdressers and barbers’ establishments,
five such premises were registered during the year, making a
total of 70.

DISCHARGE OF TRADE EFFLUENTS INTO SEWERS

In accordance with the provisions of the London County Council
(General Powers) Act, 1953, investigations have been carried out
in connection with the drainage of trade premises. Twelve
samples of trade effluent have been submitted by the Public
Health Inspectors to the Public Analyst, and of these six were
unsatisfactory. The analyst found matter which was likely to
injure the sewer or interfere with the free flow of its contents, or
would be dangerous or the cause of nuisance. The attention of
the owners was drawn to the unsatisfactory effluent in each case,
and the necessary action was taken, including the installation of
additional dilution tanks and the recovery of chemicals before
discharge to the drainage.

ASHPITS

Although dustbins and larger moveable containers for blocks of
flats have been the accepted method of storing house refuse for
many years, there still remain in the Borough a number of ashpits
which are most unsuitable, and should be demolished. During the
year further conversions to moveable containers have been carried
out. There now remains the hard core of ashpits, and to change
these will involve large structural alterations, and the loss of
housing accommodation.

SCHOOLS

Most of the schools in Southwark are old, and, by present
standards, are badly designed, but the conditions where children
are taught should at least keep pace with the improvement of their
homes.

A comprehensive survey of the sanitary conveniences, washing
facilities, and arrangements for children’s meals was carried out
by the Public Health Inspectors, and as a result of negotiations
with the London County Council, many improvements have already
been carried out, and plans have been prepared for further work
to be done.
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FREE WASHING FACILITIES

During the year it was decided to provide free washing facilities,
with paper towels and liquid seap, in public conveniences in the
Borough.

Linen towels with tablet soap are still available for a small
charge.

STAIRCASE LIGHTING

Pursuant to section 63 of the London County Council (General
Powers) Act, 1956, the Council made byelaws for the adequate
artificial lighting of common staircases intenement houses and flats.
These require the owners of such properties to provide and
maintain artificial lighting by gas or electricity from half an
hour before sunset until midnight; for one hour before sunrise
from October to March; and otherwise when necessary if natural
lighting is inadequate. At the end of the year confirmation by the
Minister was awaited.

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE SCHEME

The reconstruction works now in progress in connection with the
Elephant and Castle Scheme are affording an opportunity to seal
off disused connections at the sewers from the drainage of
buildings demolished by enemy action. A comprehensive survey
is in hand and at the end of the year thirteen disused drains had
been sealed off.

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION
(Smoke Abatement Officer — Mr. G. Stubbs)

It is pleasing to record that this year the figures for sulphur
dioxide and smoke, as recorded on the Council’s instruments,
show an improvement, and also the deposited matter in the resi-
dential area of the Borough was appreciably lower. The figures of
deposits in the industrial area around Bankside, however, show
an increase; this may be due to the use of the old Bankside
Generating Station during periods of peak demands for electricity
in the winter months.

The coming into force of certain sections of the Clean Air Act,
1956, enabled the problem of domestic smoke to be tackled. The
preliminary work on a proposed Smoke Control area was carried
out and a report on the scheme was submitted to the Public Health
Committee for approval. The area in question is mainly residential
and is bounded by Walworth R0ad, Trafalgar Street, Dawes Street,
Westmoreland Road, covering 36.5 acres.

~ From the results of a 15% inspection of properties in the area,
it was calculated that there are 1,285 separate dwellings, 52 shops
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and public houses, one school, one clinic, one church, one church
hall, seven factories and one workplace. Assuming an average
consumption of 30 cwts. of coal per dwelling per year, a total of
approximately 2,000 tons of coal per annum would need to be
replaced by smokeless fuels. It was estimated that the majority
of dwellings would require the installation of a modern approved
appliance with gas connection. No adaptation of appliances in
bedrooms was considered except in special circumstances. It was
estimated that the total cost of adaptation and conversion in the
proposed area would amount to £14,000, seven-tenths of this
amount would be paid by the Council (the Exchequer repaying
four-tenths), and the remaining three-tenths would be paid by the'
owner or occupier. This would mean the Borough Council being
responsible for £4,200, the Exchequer 5,600, and the owners or
occupiers, £4,200.

In visiting the houses, and after explaining what the scheme
would involve, it was found that the great majority of people
welcomed the suggestion of the installation of a modern heating
appliance, and approved the principle of a smoke control area.

It is intended that when approval of the scheme is received
from the Minister, a Publicity Campaign will be undertaken so
that owners and occupiers in the area, and the public in general
are aware of the requirements of the Order, and can readily obtain
information and assistance from the Borough Council.

Our representatives attended a meeting of South London Author-
ities at Deptford Town Hall-there was a general discussion and
a resolution was passed welcoming the Clean Air Act and agreeing
that the fullest co-operation and exchange of information between
the Boroughs was desirable.

In order that firms who are proposing to construct buildings in
the Borough are made aware of the new requirement that notifi-
cation has to be given to the Council of the installation of new
furnaces or additions to existing furnaces, it is our practice to
send an explanatory letter with application form to the architects
or other persons concerned.

If plans and specifications are submitted to, and approved by
the Council, the furnace is deemed to be as far as practicable,
smokeless. During the year eight notifications were received and
plans and specifications in respect of one installation were
submitted and approval was given. Letters have been sent to all
builders and large property owners in the Borough urging them to
install approved appliances when replacing old-fashioned fire-
grates. Several firms replied and expressed their intention to
co-operate, and it is hoped that it will become the general practice
to install approved appliances.

The Council has in use two Standard Deposit Gauges, three
Lead Peroxide Instruments and one Smoke and Volumetric Sulphur-
Dioxide apparatus.
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Mean Daily
SULPHUR DIOXIDE Concentration of
(Lead Peroxide Method) NS
o a4 OHIEIIDE Parts per SMOKE
100 million ™EmMs/m3
1957 Walworth St.

Road George's Bankside Walworth Road
January 4.4 2.9 5.0 19.8 0.63
February 4.7 3.5 6.2 10.6 0.46
March 3.8 2.6 5.0 10.4 0.32
April 3.3 2.1 3.1 6.3 0.26
May 2.2 1.4 2.9 4.6 0.19
June 1.6 1.0 27 5.0 0.19
July 1.9 1.2 2.1 3.7 0.18
August 2.2 1.1 2.1 4.5 0.17
September 2.4 1.5 2.4 4.6 0.23
October 3.7 2.5 4.6 11.4 0.36
November 5.0 3.4 5.0 12.0 0.39
December 5.8 4.0 6.4 19.2 0.48

Deposited matter at following sites :—

WALWORTH | GREENMORE | BANKSIDE

BANKSIDE ROAD WHARF JETTY
(Recorded by ({Recorded by
1957 Borough Council) Central Electricity Authority)
TONS PER SQUARE MILE

January 26.0 18.7 26.7 22.9
February 30.1 18.1 29.3 22.1
March 34.2 18.4 41.7 21.2
April 14.9 13.0 14.2 9.6
May 26,3 11.6 - -
June 25.9 15.6 19.1 9.6
July 24.0 18.8 27.7 10.8
August 20.2 15.6 21.3 11.7
September 22.6 17.3 18.8 10.6
October 22.2 18.7 23.0 227
November 34.8 24.3 44.9 18.2
December 51.3 23.5 (9.4 30.9

During the year 17 complaints were received regarding smoke
emissions: 261 observations and inspections were made by the
Inspector and 14 Intimation Notices issued. In all cases the
management was found co-operative and it was not necessary to
institute legal proceedings.
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HOUSING STATISTICS

No. of Dwellings in Borough ... e 24,707

1. Inspection of Dwelling Houses durins the year:—
(1) (a) Dwellings inspected for housing defects (under

Public Health or Housing Acts) .. s 4,742
(b) Inspections made for the purpose s 15,325
(2) (a) Dwellings inspected and recorded under Housing
Consolidated Regulations, 1925 .. 518
(b) Inspections made for the purpose - wurivd;206
3) Dwellings found to be in a state so dan%:ruus
or injurious to health as to be unfﬂ, for human
habitation ... i » 110
(4) Dwellings found not to be in all respects
reasonably fit for habitation i ... 1,889
2. Remedy of defects during the year without service of formal
notices :—
Dwellings rendered fit in consequence of informal
action by the local authority or their officers ... 948

3. Action under statutory powers during the year :—
(a) Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 12 of the
Housing Act, 1957 —
Dwellings in respect of which notices were
served requiring repairs ... Nil
(5) Proceedings under Public Health A.cts -
(1) Dwellings in respect of which notices were
served requiring defects to be remedied 941

(2) Dwellings in which defects were remedied after
service of formal notices —
(i) By owners ... 554
(ii) By local authority in default of uwners 154
(c) Proceedings under Sections 16 and 23 of the
Housing Act, 1957 —

(1) Dwellings in respect of which Demolition Orders

were made . . 8
(2) Dwellings demuhshed in pursuance af DEmohtmn
Orders fica 40

(d) Proceedings under Sectmn 18 of the Housmg ﬁct
1957 -

(1) Separate tenements or underground rooms in

respect of which Closing Orders were made ... 54
(2) Closing Orders determined, the tenements or
rooms having been rendered fit ... = Nil

(e) Proceedings under Section 42 of Housing Act, 1 95? -

(1) Number of houses included by reptesentatmn by ,
Medical Officer of Health Nil
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(2) Number of houses demolished in pursuance of
representations

(f) Proceedings under Section ZE of the Huusmg Ar:t
1957 -

(1) Closing Orders made
(2) Closing Orders determined

4. lousing Act, 1957, Part IV — Overcrowding :—

(1) Number of overcrowded families on register at
beginning of year ..

(2) Number of new cases em:ountered du:mg year
(3) Number of cases relieved during the year

(4) Number of cases removed from register following
review of lists

(5) Number of overcrowded famhes on register at

end of year... i
REHQUSING
MEDICAL
Recommendations 1956
To L.C.C. on grounds of Tuberculosis 29
To L.C.C. on other medical grounds ... 19
To Southwark Borough Council on
medical grounds 160
To Southwark Borough Cmmr:ﬂ on
grounds of Tuberculosis 10
Total cases recommended 218
—
Rehoused 1956
3y L.C.C. on grounds of Tuberculosis 4
Sy L.C.C. on other medical grounds ... 14
By Southwark Borough Council on
grounds of Tuberculosis 7
By Southwark Borough Council on uther
medical grounds e it 43
Tuberculosis cases rehoused bjr own
efforts .. 1
Other med:cal cases rehuused bjl" own
efforts .. 5
Total cases rehoused ... 74
F——1
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Nil
Nil

77
41
35

264

319

1957

14

135
154

1957

24

B3 w2
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Bacteriological Examination.

Chinese Egg Products 889
Dutch Egg Products 28
Argentine Egg Products ... 35
German Egg Products 100
Danish Egg Products 12
New Zealand Veal ... 12
New Zealand Mutton 20
Duich Boneless Picnic Hams 8
Peruvian Canned Tuna Fish 22
English Canned Pears 5

Total 1é1=3£

PUBLIC HEALTH (IMPORTED FOOD) REGULATIONS

Very large quantities of egg products have continued to be
imported into the Borough, and the consignments were sampled
for bacteriological examination todiscover any possible Salmonella
infection. As and when necessary, consignments have been held
in collaboration with the owners, and in a number of cases official
detentions have besn made, in accordance with the regulations.

The egg products which have been dealt with this year were
mainly from China, Australia, Holland and Germany. Those con-
signments which had been subjected to pasteurisation have proved
to be most satisfactory.

The products consisted mainly of crystal albumen, frozen whole
egg, albumen and yolk, and spray dried powder. Infected batches
have been released for pasteurisation, and high temperature
baking. All crystal albumen imported from China has been heat
treated in the two special plants in the Borough in accordance
with the approved procedure, the results of which have been most
satisfactory.

A consignment of Canned Peruvian Tuna Fish, comprising
1,000 cartons each 48 x 8 oz. tins was detained pending a 1007%
examination. Bacteriological results showed that the contents of
all blown tins were infected with haemolytic clostridium welchii,
probably due to under-processing. 54 cases and 39 tins were
destroyed and the remainder released for human consumption.

A consignment comprising 202 lambs imported from New
Zealand was found to be contaminated by river water and detained
pending bacteriological examination. 158 lambs were found to be
unfit for human consumption and the remainder released for
manufacturing purposes.
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Periodical inspections were made to all premises.

Copies of the Public Analyst’s reports on samples taken were
forwarded to the vendors concerned, In the case of Grade III and
IV samples, special investigations were made at the premises in
an effort to detect the causes of the unsatisfactory gradings.

FOOD & DRUGS ACT, 1955: SECTION 16.
lce-Cream Registration — Refusal

An application for the registration of premises for the purpose
of Sale and Storage of Ice-Cream was refused by reason of there
being :—

(a) No supply of water sufficient in quantity to enable the
provisions of the Food Hygiene Regulations, 1955 to be
complied with. 3

(b) No wash hand basin with a hot and cold water supply, both
of which are required in order that the premises may comply
with Regulations 15 and 16 respectively of the said Regu-
lations.

DESIGNATED MILK

The following Licences were issued under the Milk (Special
Designation)(Raw Milk) Regulations, 1949 to 1954 and Milk
(Special Designation) (Pasteurised and Sterilised Milk) Regulations,
1949 to 1953 :=

153 Dealers’ Licences for Pasteurised Milk.
175 Dealers’ Licences for Sterilised Milk.
114 Dealers’ Licences for Tuberculin Tested Milk.

Thirty seven samples of Designated Milks were submitted to the
Public Analyst for examination. One sample of Tuberculin Tested
(Pasteurised) and one of Pasteurised failed to satisfy the pres-
cribed Methylene Blue test, but further samples obtained from the
same sources proved to be satisfactory.

MILK SELLERS

At t1'!e close of the year there were 156 registered milk distri-
bl}h:tg in the Borough, whilst the number of distributors purveying
milk in the 3orough from registered premises elsewhere was 20.

309 inspections of Milkshops and Dairies were made during the
year.
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PUBLIC HEALTH (CONDENSED MILK) REGULATIONS

Eight samples of condensed milk were purchased for analysis
under the above regulations. They were all certified by the
Public Analyst to comply with the regulations.

BAKEHOUSES

At the end of the year there were 17 Bakehouses in use in
Southwark, of which 3 were Basement Bakehouses.

Thirty five inspections were made by the Public Health
Inspectors.

SLAUGHTERHOUSES

There are now no slaughterhouses in the Borough.

CATERING ESTABLISHMENTS

There are 417 catering establishments in the Borough. These
include riverside snack bars, cafes, coffee stalls, mobile snack
bars, public house restaurants, and industrial canteens. All have
received systematic inspection and close supervision during the
year, and a satisfactory standard has been maintained.

REGISTRATION OF FOOD PREMISES (Food and Drugs
Act, 1955)

There are now 85 premises registered for the purpose of the
Preparation or Manufacture of Sausages or Potted, Pressed,
Pickled or Preserved Food intended for Sale.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955 — CASUAL
STREET TRADING

The Food Hygiene Regulations provide that food stalls shall
bear conspicuously the name and address of the person camrying
on the business; shall be kept clean, in good repair and condition,
and properly lighted; and, if used for the sale of open food for
immediate consumption, shall be supplied with hot water and
washing facilities. There is, however, considerable difficulty in
maintaining supervision over casual unlicenced street traders
selling foodstuffs at week-ends, and the lletropolitan 3oroughs’
Standing Joint Committee felt that better control could be
exercised if regulations were made under the Food and Drugs Act,
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NON-GENUINE SAMPLES.

Formal Samples.
No. Sample of

405  Glauber's Salt

406 Pork Sausages
155 Pork Sausages

156 Beef Sausages

157 Minced Beef

163 lodised Table Salt

214 “Eut-Smoke™?
lozenges

222 Pork Sausages

223  Beel Sausages

328  Preserved Pork
Chipolatas

Informal

No. Sample of

652a ""Grapyer" Cereal

775a Pork Sausages

298a Jodised Table Salt

J15a Jelly Crystals

J68a “"Kut-Smoke'
lozenges

419a Pork Sausages

Result

Completely effloresced

Contained 210 parts of
sulphur dioxide per
million (undeclared)

Contained 160 parts of
sulphur dioxide per
million (undeclared)

Contained 280 parts per
million sulphur dioxide
{undeclared)

Contained 260 parts per
million sulphur dioxide

12 per cent. deficient in
iodine

Incorrectly labelled

180 parts per million
sulphur dioxide
(undeclared)

220 parts per million
sulphur dioxide
(undeclared)

510 parts per million
sulphur dioxide

Result

Contaminated with larval
webbing

Contained 285 parts of
sulphur dioxide per
million

12 per cent. deficient in
iodine

Lead 6 parts per million
e

Incorrectly labelled

650 parts per million
sulphur dioxide
(undeclared)

Action taken

Stock withdrawn
from sale.

Cautionary letter

Cautionary letter

Cautionary letter

Cautionary letter

Manufacturers pro-
vided suitable
inner containers

Manufacturers
altered label

Cautionary letter

Cautionary letter

Cautionary letter

Action taken

No more in stock
Cautionary letter

Formal sample
taken

Formal sample
taken

Formal sample
taken

Formal sample
taken

Formal sample
taken
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LEGAL PROCEEDINGS : FOOD & DRUGS ACT, 1955

Defendant Nature of Infringement Result
Baker Selling a dirty bread roll Case dismissed
Baker Selling a bread roll containing Fined £2.0.0d.

animal faeces. with £3.3.0d.
costs,
Manufacturer Selling a meat pie in a mouldy Fined £2.0.0d.
condition with £6.6.0d.
costs.

Seventeen cautionary letters were sent in respect of other non-genuine
samples and other articles of food complained of by the Public.

PHARMACY & POISONS ACT, 1933

During the year 114 inspections were made of the various prem-
ises listed by the Council for the sale of Part Il Poisons under

the above Act.

There are 61 names of persons on the Council’s list of Sellers
of Part II Poisons.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT

Compulsory Removals.

During the year under review, action was taken under the
National Assistance (Amendment) Act, 1951, for the compulsory
removal as emergencies, of two aged persons in need of care and
attention.

Burial of the Dead.

During the year the Council arranged for sixteen burials under
Section 50 of the National Assistance Act, 1948, at a total cost of

€172.10.0d.

WELFARE OF THE AGED

In her Annual Report, Miss D. Beer, A.LLS.W., Organising
Secretary of the Southwark Old People’s Welfare Committee,
observed that the only way to prevent the problem of the care of
the aged from becoming too much of a social and financial burden
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to the country is to bring toold people new interests and activities.
Social visits are increasingly necessary as more old people are
now living alone and have outlived their friends and become
separated from their families—who have their own domestic
responsibilities or have moved away from the district.

During the year 954 cases were referred to the Organisation
and apart from the normal welfare services, a wide scope of
personal problems was dealt with, as set out in the following
list :—

Meals-on-Wheels service Letter writing
Chiropody Service Occupational Therapy
Convalescence and holidays Chimney Sweeping
Surgical equipment Housing and Homes
Transport and Escorts Cleansing
Pensions and other Financial Fuel

questions Furniture

Lost documents and other questions Employment
relating to Policies Social Interest

Legal matters
. Domestic Quarrels
Help with removals Care of Pets

For radio sets Friendly visits
Moving dangerous meters General care
Clothing and bedding Travelling Library

Hospital visiting
lllness and Accidents Religious and Consolation

54,447 meals were served in the restaurant at The Gatehouse,
the two luncheon clubs at the 'Women’s University Settlement and
the hall of the Church of Lady Margaret and by the Meals onWheels
Service. It was found in some cases that the latter tended to
discourage some old people from making an effort to help them-
selves and for this reason, each recipient is now visited after a
six weeks’ period to assess whether they are able to do their own
cooking, or could go out to the restaurant. There is already
evidence that this has helped in the rehabilitation of many patients
after hospital treatment.

Still of paramount importance is the Chiropody Clinic and whilst
the Domiciliary Service which was commenced last year has
proved a great success, the acquisition during this year of a car
has enabled many of these patients to be taken to the Foot Clinic
where they can meet their friends. This transport has also been
invaluable in conveying old people to sick relations in hospital,

;::Ilrﬁ to dentists or opticians, or short journeys for the house-

116 old people enjoyed a fortnight’s holiday at Bexhill-on-Sea
in May and other outings have been arranged, many of them through
the generosity of the Rotary Club. The development of these
social activities is due to the enthusiasm of many willing voluntary
helpers, and is restricted only by lack of funds, which were helped
by a Flag Day and the Dickens Fair.












