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PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE (As at 31st December, 1956).

Mayor—D. C. LOW, J.P. Chairman—]. J. SHEEN.
Aldermen—A. E. Barnes, Rev. H. Runacres, B.A., L. J. Styles, J.P.

Councillors :

J. Booker (Ex-officio), Mrs. L. Booker, ]J. Bruce, Mrs. C. Clunn,

F. W. Combes (Ex-Officie), H. G. Coppen, G. Darvell, Mrs. E. G.

Doswell, W. J. Fewtrell, D. Fifer, W. Hansell, G. Lawrence, Mrs. G.

Luetchford, S. McCulloch, W. A. Miller, G. M. Nottage, Miss J.

Randall, H. A. W. Ray, E. H. Ridge, H. Stillman, L.C.C,,
J. A. Tallon, Mrs. M. Wright.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT OFFICERS, 1956

Medical Officer of Health :
W. Stott, M.B., B.S., D.P.H.

Public Analyst—D. Button, A.R.C.S., F.R.I.C.

Chief Public Health Inspector Senior Clerk

H. Archer, F.R.S.H., FAP.H.L E. A. Clark.
Public Health Inspectors : Clerical Staff :

E. Adamson E. Davies

J. Ashmore F. Goddard

R. Bishop (T) H. Holman (from Oct. 22)

R. Charnick (from Oct. 10) Miss M. Kelly (T) (to Feb. 12)

E. Dunn G. Marsden Webb

R. French (T) A. Purdom

Miss G. Gourley Mrs. F. Robertson (T)

G. Heath (T) (from Mar. 1) J. Robertson

A. Johnson Mrs. B. Stevens (T) (from July 23)

D. Knight (from July 25) R. Stevens

T. Lloyd, T.D. A. Stock (T) (from April 16)

E. Potts (T) (to April 2) W. Wilcox (from Feb. 6)

K. Rapley

F. Saunders

D. Smith

(>. Stubbs

J. Syms (T) (to Oct. 31)
R. Warboys
R. Worden (to Oct. 7)
(T)—Temporary
Rodent Investigators : Mrs. H. Ross (T), Mrs. B. Smith (T)
Public Health Inspectors’ Assist. : C. Husk
Mortuary Attendant : H. West
Hall-Keepers : R. Witten, W. Bishop
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RODENT CONTROL

Coinciding with the end of the year was the termination of a
three-year period of sewer treatment during which time the sewers
had been treated quarterly, in collaboration with the Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. The quarterly treatment had been
advocated locally and from the results so far obtained, it seemed that
the treatment had been most successful. More than a half of the
1,018 manholes on the sewerage system have given “ No takes "
and at the time of the last treatment, only in three cases was the
poison bait completely taken.

Ten per cent. zinc phosphide poison bait has been used and was
checked some 48 hours afterwards. This method has reduced to a
minimum the cost of sewer treatment.

A very vigorous policy has been maintained in connection with
the location of defective drainage, in order to ensure satisfactory
repair. Dealing with the drains and sewers simultaneously has no
doubt been responsible for the reduction by 14 per cent. in the
number of complaints received in the Department.

VENTILATION OF SEWERS

To assist the ventilation of the sewerage system, the caps have
been removed from the rodding eyes :? the interceptors of the
drainage of certain premises under the control of the Local Authority
and in order to prevent rats gaining access to the drainage systems
from the sewers, wire mesh was substituted for the removed caps.

It is understood that there has been an improvement in the
ventilation of the sewers as a result of this action, but it is too early
to come to a conclusion as to whether the procedure already adopted
in respect of certain Local Authorities’ premises could be advocated
as a general principle. In any case, the caps should not be removed
from any drainage system until the Local Authority is satisfied that
the drains are in a satisfactory condition and would not provide
egress for rats which would eventually infest the premises.

HOUSING REPAIRS & RENTS ACT, 1954

191 certificates of disrepair and 40 revocation certificates were
issued during the year under the above Act.

RAG FLOCK & OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1951

During the year three samples were taken and submitted to the

scribed Analyst Mr. G. Ginger, F.C.S., Chiltern Research

boratories, Ltd., Marlow. All these samples complied with the
requirements of the Regulations.

Nine premises are registered for the use of filling materials, and
one licensed for manufacture or storage of Rag Flock.
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WELL WATER

The three private wells in the Borough are still in use for
industrial purposes. The supply in each case is satisfactory.

HAIRDRESSERS AND BARBERS

In accordance with Section 18 of the L.C.C. (General Powers)
Act, 1954, reiating‘ to hairdressers and barbers’ establishments,

fourteen such premises were registered during the year, making a
total of 65.

PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTORS

Under the Sanitary Inspectors (Change of Designation) Act,
1956, Sanitary Inspectors are henceforth designated as Public
Health Inspectors.

PUBLIC HEALTH (LONDON) ACT, 1936—REPAIRS

The Public Health Committee in October authorised legal proceed-
ings to be instituted for the recovery of the cost of repairs undertaken
by the Council in default of owners in accordance with the provisions
of Section 286 (6)(a) of the Public Health (London) Act, 1936.

In certain cases where the owners were unknown, proceedings
were also authorised, pursuant to Section 289 (1) of the Public
Health (London) Act, 1936, for the recovery, if necessary, of the
costs of work from the occupiers of the premises.

VACANT SITES

A comprehensive survey was made during the year of all sites
in the Borough, with particular regard to their general state,
nuisances requiring action, sealing off of disused drains from
demolished properties, and rat infestation.

LIGHTING OF STAIRCASES

As long ago as 1946 this Council drew the attention of the Metro-
politan Boroughs’' Standing Joint Committee to the lack of powers
requiring owners of tenement buildings to provide artificial highting
on common staircases; these powers were formerly contained in the
London County Council (General Powers) Act, 1927, which was
repealed by the Public Health (London) Act of 1936, as it was
thought that the Housing Act of that year would enable byelaws
to be made for this purpose.

In 1955 the Council again raised the matter with the Metropolitan
Boroughs' Standing Joint Committee, and as a result of their
representations the London County Council inserted a clause in

fﬂ!llleir General Powers (No. 2) Bill, reviving the powers of the 1927
ct.

The draft clause, however, contained certain weaknesses, and
after a number of discussions with officers of the London County
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DISPOSAL AND STORAGE OF REFUSE

Following complaints from the dust collecting teams, through
their Union, of the difficulties and unpleasantness involved in
making collections where the disposal of refuse was carried out by
means of dust chutes a detailed inspection was made by the Public
Health Inspectors of the blocks of dwellings where dust chutes are
in operation. The majority of these flats are of the old type and
the methods of refuse disposal have remained unaltered throughout
the years.

From the discussions with the owners, it was evident that the
chief objection to any scheme of modernisation or bettering existing
methods of refuse disposal on the premises was the expense involved
in structural alterations and difficulties in finding suitable places
for the storage and emptying of dust bins or Paladin containers at
the blocks of flats. Nevertheless, a number of owners co-operated
readily and some schemes of reconstruction are under consideration,

The conditions of some basement ashpits are deplorable and
major alterations would involve costly structural alterations and
the necessity of some rehousing, but the matter is being kept under
close supervision,

CLEANSING OF TENEMENT HOUSES

The attention of the Metropolitan Boroughs' Standing Joint
Committee was drawn to the fact that borough councils now have
no power to require the regular periodical cleansing of rooms, etc.,
in tenement houses. Formerly it had been possible, under a bye-law
made by the London County Council, to require owners to remedy
defects in such dwellings which could not properly be included in
nuisance notices under Public Health legislation. This power was
repealed by Section II of the Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954
(which empowers local authorities to require works to be carried out
in houses let in lodgings to render the premises reasonably suitable
for occupation by more than one family), but it was considered that
the present powers are not sufficient to enable local authorities to
require periodical cleansing of rooms, etc.

The Medical Advisory Body of the Standing Joint Committee
were of the opinion that power on the lines of the old bye-law would
in fact require a higher standard of maintenance for the rooms of
houses let in lodgings than for the rooms of a house in single occupa-
tion (which does not appear to be justified), and that the main
difficulty in London is to obtain the cleansing of common staircases
and other parts of buildings (for example, lavatories) which are
used in common. Additional powers which should be limited to such
parts of a building would have to be obtained by means of a clause
in a London County Council (General Powers) Bill.

It was pointed out that the suggestion refers to tenement houses
(that is houses let in lodgings) and not tenement buildings such as
are mainly found in this borough. The suggested powers would,
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however, be useful in special cases, and the Standing Joint Com-
mittee were informed that additional powers are necessary, and
should be limited to parts of buildings common in use.

CLEAN AIR ACT, 1956

This Act received Royal Assent on 5th July, 1956, and certain
sections came into operation on the 31st December, 1956.

Its main objects are to prohibit the emission of dark smoke from
chimneys, railway engines and vessels; to prohibit the installation
of new industrial furnaces unless they are reasonably capable of
being operated without emitting smoke; to require that the emission
of grit from furnaces shall be minimised; and to empower Local
Authorities to declare smoke control areas in which smoke emission
from chimneys shall be an offence.

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION
(Smoke Abatement Officer—Mr. G. Stubbs.)

The figures of deposited matter in the industrial area of the
Borough showed a general improvement. This trend has been
consistent over the past few years and probably is largely due to the
restricted use of the old Bankside Generating Station. It is noted,
however, that the figures of deposits recorded at Walworth Road,
which 1s mainly a residential area, have shown a slight increase,
principally during the winter months. The sulphur dioxide figures,
both from the lead peroxide instruments and the daily volumetric
apparatus, have shown a higher average than the previous year, and
it is difficult to give an adequate reason for this increase especially
in view of the reduced domestic coal consumption in the Borough.

During the year, several complaints were received of smoke

emissions from works’ incinerators burning waste products. Visits
by the Inspector resulted in the installation of one new incinerator
and two others being repaired. It is often found that primitive
equipment and methods are used for the burning of wastes and
rubbish.
* Many of the smoke emissions from factory chimneys were found
to be due to excessive demands on the boilers or to mechanical faults
or to new nnel. In all cases the management concerned took
action to abate the nuisance. One furnace which had been converted
to oil burning had to return to coal because of the oil shortage, and
the change over caused some smoke at the time,

On several occasions advice has been sought of the Department
as to the most suitable type of heating appliance and fuel. Two
talks on ** Air Pollution and what the Council is Doing " have been
given, and our exhibition models have been loaned to other
Boroughs.

The Council has in use two Standard Deposit Gauges, three Lead
Peroxide Instruments and one Smoke and Volumetric Sulphur-
Dioxide Apparatus.
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Closing Orders made, not sealed.
10 underground rooms (3 represented in 1955)
2 other rooms

Represented for Closure.
59 underground rooms
26 other rooms

Approval was granted for 14 underground rooms and 6 others,
officially closed, to be used for specified purposes, subject to no
nuisance arising.

6.—Rooms made fit for habitation—6 underground rooms.

7.—Clearance Areas (Section 25).
Confirmed by Minister 3 (9 properties) (2 represented 1955)
Declared, not confirmed 3 (16 properties)
Represented only —

Six areas (63 properties) represented in 1955 are included in
confirmed Compulsory Purchase Orders.

Premises demolished—(Sec. 25 Orders)—38.

Summary of works completed during 1956 as a result of
Notices served following inspections under the Housing Consolidated
Regulations :—

Nil
No notices served.

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS
No. of Dwellings in Borough ot i - .o 24,677

1. Inspection of Dwelling Houses :—
(1) (@) Total number of dwellings inspected for housing
defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts) .. 4,290
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose .. 17,930

(2) (@) Number of dwellings (included under sub-head
(1) above) which were inspected and recorded
under the Housing Consolidated Regiﬂa.tmns

1925 and 1932 .. 582

(b)) Number of inspections made for the purpose .. 1,758

(3) Number of dwellings found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for
human habitation .. : 39

(4)  Number of dwellings [excluswe nf thc-se referred
to under the precacmg‘ sub-head) found not to be
in all respects reasonably fit for human habitation 1,646
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and IV samples, special investigations were made at the premises
in an effort to detect some fault which may have caused the unsatis-

factory gradings.
DESIGNATED MILK

During the year the following Licences were issued under the
Milk (Special Designation) (Pasteurised and Sterilised Milk) Regula-
tions, 1949, and Milk (Special Designation) (Raw Milk) Regulations,
1949,

130 Dealers’ Licences for Pasteurised Milk.

144 Dealers’ Licences for Sterilised Milk.
108 Dealers’ Licences for Tuberculin Tested Milk.

Supplementary Licences
18 Supplementary Licences for Pasteurised Milk.
19 Supplementary Licences for Sterilised Milk.
18 Supplementary Licences for Tuberculin Tested Milk.

Thirty-two samples of Designated Milks were taken and sub-
mitted to the Public Analyst for examination. All these satisfied
the prescribed tests.

Thirty-five samples of Pasteurised Milk supplied to local schools
were also examined by the Public Analyst, and the London County
Council informed of the results.

MILK SELLERS

At the close of the year there were 154 registered milk distributors
in the Borough, whilst the number of distributors purveying milk
in the Borough from registered premises elsewhere was 20. 317
inspections of Milkshops and Dairies were made during the year,

PUBLIC HEALTH (CONDENSED MILK) REGULATIONS

Five samples of condensed milk were purchased for analysis
under the above regulations, They were all certified by the Public
Analyst to comply with the said regulations.

BAKEHOUSES

At the end of the year there were 21 Bakehouses in use in South-
wark, of which 3 were Basement Bakehouses.

Seventy-four inspections were made by the Public Health
Inspectors.

A basement Bakehouse at 119, Walworth Road, was closed by
the occupier.


















