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VITAL STATISTICS

The estimated population for the Borough in 1954 has again fallen
for the second consecutive year since 1944, 1In 1953 the decrease was
1,100 fewer than in 1952. The 1953/64 decrease was widened to
1,500.

After a decline in the birth rate for each of the last six years from
1948 this figure showed a slight increase in 1954. The fall in the death
rate in 1953 after increases in the two previous years showed a
further decrease in 1954.

The infant death rate dropped to the 1950 level following a heavy
increase in 1953, which was the highest figure since 1949. The death
rate of illegitimate infants, which reached an abnormally high peak
in 1953, showed a dramatic decline in 1954 to the lowest recorded
for many years. Unfortunately, the still-birth rate continued to
rise and reached the highest point since 1938,

Area s Ao 3 o 5 ok o 1,132 acres
Estimated Number of Dwellings (April, 1955) .. o 24,977
Dwellings Erected by Borough Council During Year 168
Approximate Rateable Value (Torar) .. G .. £1,074,698
(DwELLINGS) . 3 3 £414,607
Population :

Registrar General's estimate (mid-1954), ineluding
members of Armed Forces stationed in area. . LN 856,370
Estimated population, 1953 (mid-year) . . 06,870
Census, 1951 . . - - 5 . 07,101
Live Birth Rate per 1,000 population o . ¥ 17.7
Adjusted by comparability factor o o % 15.2
Still Birth Rate per 1,000 total Births S &5 i 27.56
Death Rate per 1,000 population .. i s v 11.5
Adjusted by comparability factor .. i = ok 11.8
Maternal Death Rate per 1,000 live and still births A 1.1

Infant Death Rate:

All infants per 1,000 live births .. oy G o 20.8
Legitimate infanta per 1,000 live legitimate births 21.3
Illegitimate infants per 1,000 live illegitimate births 9.7



Infant Death Rate

Crude (To nearcst unit) Still
Estimated Birth | Death | Legiti- Illegiti- Birth
Population Rate | Rate | mate mate Total | Rate
1938 145,300 | 14.0 | 12.5 57 6 57 32.0
1946 86,280 | 24.3 | 15.7 45 62 46 25.68
19047 02,070 | 26.4 | 15.8 38 60 30 26. 1
1048 04,630 21.7 12.8 as 24 a7 17.1
1049 906,810 | 19.5 | 13.0 26 71 29 27.1
1950 97,080 | 18.8 | 12.2 17 46 20 16.8
1951 97,030 | 18.0 | 13.5 19 19 19 23.2
1952 97,970 | 17.8 | 14.0 28 34 20 2].4
1958 96,870 | 17.2 | 12.4 30 77 32 3.9
1954 95,370 | 17.7 11.5 21 10 21 27.5
| Legitimate ‘ Ilegitimate Totals
]Male Female Totnllanle Female T Male Female Total
| Live Births
1953 | 830 "749 1,579 54 37 01 | 884 786 1,670
1954 | 821 770 1,501 50 53 103 | 871 823 1,604
|
. Still Births
1953 | :?,4 13 37 2 1 3 26 14 40
1054 ‘ 16 42 3 3 6| 20 19 48
Infant deaths
i | (under 1 year)
1058 | 25 22 47 3 4 7 28 26 54
1954 | 21 13 Y AN 3 ). 9% | 1§ 35

DEATHS
Male and Female Age Groups.

: :ﬂﬁ and | Total | Tolal
Under 1 | 1-4

514 | 15-44 | 45-64 | over | 1054 | 1953
Males ..| 292 Y-8 27 | 154 | 897 603| 687
Femalos 5 N s it A 18| 95 | 367 495 522
i e 1=
5 | :1| 2 45' 249 764 | 1,008 1,209

Infant Mortality.

The total number of deaths of infants under one year of age was
35, the causes of death being as follows:
Influenza e i s o
Pnenmonia 5 o o .
Bronchitis .. -+
Other diseases of rt-splra.tnr].l' ayutam
Glastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea

Congenital malformations ..
Other defined and ill defined d.lEI'E-Eh‘EI-EtE

Maternal Mortality.
Two maternal deaths were recorded during the year.

D e b T

—_—
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES

The confirmed cases of Infectious Diseases were less than half of

those for 1953.

ntery remained at about the same level as previously, and
although there was a considerable inerease in Bacterial Food
Poisoning there was a compensating decrease in those of a toxie
origin.

The figures for Measles and Whooping Cough, which had previously
increased, shewed a decline, particularly in Measles. Other de-
creases were in Poliomyelitis and Scarlet Fever. There were more
cases of Ophthalmia Neonatorum and Scabies during the year, and
again a heavy increase in Puerperal Pyrexia. Only 26 of the latter
notifications, totalling 76, were Southwark residents, and except in
one home confinement, the infection was developed in hospital
subsequent to admission for confinement.

IMMUNISATION

There was an appreciable increase in Diphtheria and Whooping
Cough Immunisation during 1954 for children over five, and for the
““ hooster’’ injections,

Under 5
Immunisation years of age  Over 5
Diphtheria .l EY- 148 65
Whooping Cough e 85 1
Combined b s 1,164 22
“‘ Booster'’ injections .. 203 737
1,600 825

Total 2,425

PUERPERAL PYREXIA (AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS
1954

These Regulations amending the principal 1951 Regulations, came
into operation on January 1st. They preseribe a revised notification
form in which the cause of the disease is required to be stated, if
known, in order to distinguish cases where epidemiological action is
required.

CANCER OF LUNG AND BRONCHUS
Deaths From.

Neoplasm of Lung Respiratory All
and Bronchus Tuberculosis Causes
1950 . 47 51 1192
1951 o 49 32 1324
1952 =R il 45 1377
1953 o 62 2] 1209
1954 ofi 65 22 1068

The highest mortality rate from neoplasm of the lung and bronchus
occurred in the 65-74 age groups, that n? tuberculosis between the ages of
45 to 64.












TREATMENT AND BATHING
CENTRE

The numbers of male persons and school children requiring
treatment at the Bathing Centre for vermin show a welcome decrease
from last year’s figures. There has been, however, a slight increase
in the number of female cases. This increase is, no doubt, due to
the establishment by the London County Council of the Centre at
96 Great Guildford Street, for the reception of women with no fixed
way of living.

The total of B08 treatments for Scabies during the year shows a
considerable increase on last year’'s figure of 381. The increased
incidence has been amongst women and school children.

Adults requiring treatment for body and head vermin come mainly
from lodging houses and hostels, but only 4 persons—2 males and 2
females—from such establishments have been treated for Scabies
during the year.

Disinfestation of premises against the usual types of house vermin
has decreased, but treatment for other types of infestation shows an
increase, largely due to a heavy moth infestation in some blocks of
flats.

One unusual infestation dealt with during the year was for Clover
mites (Bryobia praetiosa), infesting ground floor flats from the garden.
Others included the treatment of stored foodstuffs in a warehouse to
prevent the spread of ‘‘Book lice,”’ (Psocids), from infested sugar
beet seeds, and the treatment of premises for an infestation of
““Bacon beetles’’ (Dermestes lardarius).

The figures for notified cases of Dysentery, mostly amongst
Nursery and Primary school children, remain at about the same level
as last year. At one school, however, the incidence of diarrhoea was
so high that it was considered necessary to disinfect the whole
school premises and disinfection was carried out during the Easter
holiday peried.

Infectious Disease Cases: Enquiries and Visits.

Total—289 as under;
Tuberculosis deaths and removals: 35

Scarlet Fever ] Food Poisoning 37
Diphtheria 2 Erysipelas 10
Poliomyelitis 2 Dysentery 107
Smallpox contact 1 Meningococecal
infections 7
Disinfection following infectious diseases,
Rooms treated (Formalin solution) = o - i
Hospital cubicles treated .. g == 3 3 14
Library books treated - . s -+ .. 100

Other disinfection (Tuberculosis ﬁtc N o . il
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Treatment of Verminous and Infected Articles.

Verminous Verminous Infected Infected
articles articles articles articles
treated destroyed treated  destroyed

Beds e : 143 4 9 2
Palliasaea |, ; 769 38 05 4
Bolsters : 182 4 14 1
Pillows . 1.268 42 195 4
Cushions .. . 132 2 9 =
Blankets .. e 2,579 [ 130 2
Bhests el 1,084 i 175 —
Quilts i 749 5 46 —
Pieces i 17,705 45 618 -
Effects destroyed on request or following death.
Verminous .. 16 tons 56 1bs.
Infected H cwta.
Disinfestation of Premises,
Body vermin Domestic dwellings .. wall Ly R
tations Non-domestie ]l::'agmi,uw = 'i'} i
Common Lodging houses 112
Cockroaches, moths, Domestic dwellings lgg rooms

flies, beetles, etc.

Council’'s rehousing.
Precautionary disinfestation of soft goods and bedding

Scabies and Vermin Treatments,

Non-domestic premises

197 families.

Scabies Vermin
Males Females Males Females
Lambeth cases .. i 33 54 43 116
treatments s 70 110 44 117
Bouthwark cases .. s = 27 50 BRO 380
treatments .. 64 113 880 381
L.C.C. Schoolchildren {Hala and
Female) o 116 1,107
treatments .. FE i 451 1,695
Total treatments o BO& 3,117

Verminous Treatments from Hostels, Common Lodging Houses.
etc. (Included in above.)
Males:

Females:

Salvation Army Hostel .. 312 83, Blackfriars Road : 47
Rowton House, Church- 78, Camberwell Road - 12
yard Row . 2268 Cecil House - .
Rowton House, Vauxhall 15 Hungerford Club e
Marshalsea Road Common 90, Camberwell Road de 1
Lodging House 15 96, Gt. Guildford Street .. 217
Hungerford Club 14
Bouthwark casuals 192
Totals 774 287

Trade goods disinfected
Steam disinfection

Other disinfection
Disinfestation

and disinfested.

246 blankets.

H matiresses,

Second hand clothing for export.
New woollen elothing for export.
Stored food (book lice infestation).
Stored furniture (bed bugs).
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PUBLIC HEALTH (LONDON) ACT, 1936 —-LEGAL
PROCEEDINGS

Failure to Abate Nuisances.
Nuisanee Orders:

7 days S

14 days o

21 days SR ¢

28 da s P
Adjourned sine die 10 } Work
Summons withdrawn.. 12 [ commenced

or

Case dismissed .. 1 Ycompleted

COMMON LODGING HOUSES

There are four women's and two men’s common lodging houses
in the Borough, which are fully occupied nightly. 75 inspections
of these premises were made by the Sanitary Inspectors during the

ear, 27 of men’s lodging houses, and 48 of women’'s. Fourteen
intimation notices were served of which 11 have been complied with.

OFFENSIVE TRADES

There are four premises engaged in offensive trades in the Borough
as follows :—Skin Dressers 2, Tripe Dresser 1, Manure Manufacturer
1.

During 1954, 47 inspections were made.

PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951

Seventeen applications were received during the year for regis-
tration under the Act, all of which were satisfactory.
311 Inspections were made during the year.

WATER SUPPLY

The domestic water supply of the Borough is supplied by the
Metropolitan Water Board, and has been satisfactory in quality and
quantity.

During the year, three complaints were received regarding the
taste of water. Two of these were due to dirty storage tanks. In
the third case, the Metropolitan Water Board was informed and a
sample analysed, which was satisfactory.

Public Health (London) Aet, 1936 - Section 98

During the year 118 notifications of the withdrawal of water
supply were received from the Metropolitan Water Board.
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PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949

! Type of Premises,

| Local Business
| Authority | Dwellings | & Others Tolal
|
I. Total properties .. i) 22 24 977 4, 864 20,863
II. Properties inspected as
& rosult of :—
(a) Notification .. — 1,713 302 2,015
{¢) Otherwise —_ a5 165 | 230
II1. Total Inspections l
(including inspections) - 4,703 924 | 5,627
IV. Properties inspected in- |
fested by :— |
Rais Major i — 3 2 5
Minor -— 817 272 1,088
. [ Major — — — —
Mice { Minor 5 841 80 021
V. Number of infested pro- |
perties {I\T} treated l:lj’ local |
authority . — 1,661 354 2,015
VI. Notices served under |
Bec. 4:— -
{a) Treatment .. o - | 34 ! - 34
(b) Struectural, i.e., | |
proofing 7 e - j —_ —_ —
{ ;
VII. Number of cases in i ' i
which default action taken '
by local authority fullﬂwmg : |
Sec. 4 notice = — : — | - —
VIIL. Legal Proceedings .. il — | =i AL
IX. Number of **Block’’ | -; ,
gontrol schemes carried out | - 629 | 530 1,168

Notes:—(a) Council houses are indicated in *‘Dwellings.”’

(b) Sewers are not included in above table,

Domestic  Business

Inspections by Rodent Officer .. i i MR 188
Inspections by Rodent Staff .. - o .. 5,400 1,081
Drains tested o s - at R 1 ¢ 19
Drains defective .. i 4 o e oy 85 37
Drains repaired .. 3 s s . 80 3
Draing opened for examination 5 ¥ b 71 2
Prebaits laid = % i i -1 .. 1,013 5,013
Poison baits o - o e i .. 12,975 7.8564
Bodies recovered .. = o v oY 205

Works completed by arra.ngamant e i 1 38 2
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SEWER TREATMENTS

A new method of sewer treatment was commenced involving
quarterly treatments of 109, zinc phosphide poison bait, laid
without the normal pre-baiting and checked 48 hours a.fter as
compared with half-yearly treatments of 219, poison bait
following 2 days pre-baiting.

There are 1,015 manholes and flushing tanks in the sewer system.

Prior to actual treatment a test bait of 4 ounces of bread rusk
was deposited in each manhole and subsequently checked. From
this test bait, 689 manholes were found to show infestation by
reason of the bait being eaten. Of these, 333 were complete *‘takes’’
indicating a fairly heavy infestation.

The quarterly poison treatments were commenced within three
weeks with the following results :—

Fairly

Complete  Heavy Slight No

“Takes, Infestations. ““Takes.”’
1st Qtr. (16 oz. Paison bmiu] 4 433 a8 208
2nd Qtr. (12 oz.) : : 1 124 232 322
3rd Qtr. (12 oz.) e it 1 45 182 443
4th Qtr. (12 oz.) o TR B 85 194 420

These appear to be very successful and it is gratifying to note the absence
of normal seasonal build-ups of rat population. This method of treatment is

being continued.

RENT & MORTGAGE INTEREST RESTRICTIONS
ACTS, 1920-1939

Twenty four certificates as to the state of repair of dwelling
houses were issued during the year under the above Acts.

HOUSING REPAIRS AND RENTS ACT, 1954

The Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, which came into opera-
tion on the 30th August, 1954, provides amended powers for dealing
with unfit houses. Duties are also placed upon the Council for deali
with certain matters in relation to rent inereases permitted by the
Act.

Part T of the Act, which deals with slum clearance and the re-
conditioning of unfit houses, requires local authorities to submit to
the Minister of Housing and Local Government proposals for dealing
with unfit houses in their district. In London these proposals must
be submitted jointly by the London County Council and the re-
spective borough councils and must be in the hands of the Minister
by the 30th August, 1955.

This part of the Act empowers local authorities tﬂ acquire houses in
clearance areas or subject to demolition orders and to carry out such
works as are necessary to render them capable of providing accom-
modation adequate for the time being. Financial assistance in the
acquisition and maintenance of such houses is to he provided by the
Exchequer.
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Part II of the Act, dealing with rent increases, places upon local
authorities the duty of issuing certificates, on application, that
houses of which it is proposed to increase the rent are not in good
repair, and are not reasonably suitable for occupation, having regard
to stability, freedom from dampness, natural lighting, ventilation,
water supply, drainage and sanitary conveniences, and facilities for
the storage preparation and cooking of food, and for the disposal of
waste matter.

Such houses will be inspected by the Sanitary Inspectors.
166 certificates were issued during the year under the above Act.

RAG FLOCK & OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1951

During the year six samples were taken and submitted to the
prescribed Analysts Mr. John Hudson, M.A., F.C.8., and Mr. G.
Ginger, F.C.8., Chiltern Research Laboratories, Ltd., Marlow. All
these samples complied with the requirements of the Regulations.

Nine premises are registered for the use of filling materials,
and one licensed for manufacture or storage of Rag Flock.

WELL WATER

The three private wells in the Borough are still in use for
industrial purposes. The supply in each case is satisfactory.

PUBLIC HEALTH (LONDON) ACT, 1936: PROPOSED
AMENDMENT

The Metropolitan Boroughs' Standing Joint Committee requested
the London County Council to insert an appropriate clause in their
next General Powers Bill to empower local authorities to require
information as to ownership of properties to enable them to serve
any notices under the Public Health (London) Act, 1936. Local
authorities already have similar powers in respect of notices served
under the Housing Act 1936.

POULTRY PLUCKING

The London County Counecil proposed to make an order under
Section 140(1) of the Public Health (London) Act, 1936, declaring
the business of poultry plucking to be an offensive business, but
before doing so, asked the Metropolitan Boroughs’ Standing Joint
Committee for their observations. The opinion of this Council was
that, although poultry plucking was not at present carried on in
Southwark as a main business, the making of such an order was
desirable.

LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL (GENERAL POWERS) ACT,
1954 —HAIRDRESSERS AND BARBERS.

This Act became law on 5Hth July, 1954, and gave effect to a
suggestion made by this Council by providing for the registration
of hairdressers and barbers (other than those visiting premises or
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carrying on part-time businesses) and the making of by-laws relating
to the cleanliness of premises, instruments, towels, etc., and of
persons employed.

The Council may by resolution fix the day on which registration
shall be compulsory in this Borough (which must not be less than one
month after public notice is given).

LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL (GENERAL POWERS) ACT,
1953 : DISCHARGE OF TRADE EFFLUENTS INTO SEWERS

Part 1T of the London County Council (General Powers) Aet, 1953,
relating to the discharge of trade effluents ete., into sewers came into
operation on lst April, 1954.

Section 4 (2) of the Act provides that the ‘‘sewer authority’’ in
relation to the discharge or proposed discharge of any trade effluent
into the London sewerage system shall be the County Council or the
local sewer authority (i.e. the City Corporation or the Metropolitan
Borough Council) in whom is vested the sewer into which the
effluent will first enter; but this provision is subject to the provisions
of section 13, by which the local sewer authority may, with the
agreement of the London County Couneil, authorise that Counecil to
perform on its behalf any of its functions under sections 9 to 12
(relating to requests to traders for information, imposition of con-
ditions with respect to discharge of trade effluents, agreements with
traders and provision of inspection chambers at trade premises).
Such an authorisation may be subject to such conditions as may be
agreed between the two authorities. Although there are many trade
effluents already draining direct to the County Council’s main
sewers, by far the largest proportion of the trade efluents in London
drain first to local sewers.

The London County Council were informed that it was not pro-
posed to ask that they should perform any of this Council’s functions
in this respect.
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HOUSING

The duties of the Housing section of the Public Health Department
are divided between action under the Housing Act in relation to
overcrowded, unfit and insanitary premises, and negotiations between
the London County Council, the Council's Housing Manager and
other authorities in connection with applications for rehousing on
grounds of medical necessity, overcrowding and insanitary conditions.

HOUSING ACT, 1936

1. —Insanitary houses capable of repair at reasonable expense (Section 9)
Notices served .. : 2% s i L -~

complied with .. . ik i i 2
Informal notices issued
(requesting voluntary action)— by e ™ —
complied with .. e <5 s ik 60

2. —Insanitary houses incapable of repair at reasonable expense (Section
11)
Demolition Orders—
Made and sealed—10
(4 represented in 1953)

Represented for Demolition—9
Undertakings accepted in 4 cases.
(One representation made at request of owners’ agent after
deferment of previous representation for closure of 3 rooms).

Undertakings were accepted for 3 properties represented for
demolition 1 1953.

3.—Premises demolished (Section 11)

—21
Documents sealed 1952—1 property.
i y»  1953—T properties.
T v»  1954—9 properties.
Represented 1952—2 properties.

Undertakings received 1950—1 property.
33 Y] 1953—1 prnpert];r

4. —Closure of premises—

Premises closed—6 g
(In pursuance of undertakings given under section 11).

Section 11, Housing Act, and section 10 Local Government
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1953.

Orders made—4

Represented—1 property
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5.—Parts of premases (Section 12)—
Closing Orders made and sealed 236
216 underground rooms (5 represented in 1953)
20 other rooms (1 represented 1953)

Closing Orders made, not sealed.
15 underground rooms. 3 basement rooms. 22 other rooms.
Represented for Closure.

73 underground rooms. 5 basement rooms. 14 other rooms.
(Representations for 3 of the last named were adjourned, and
were later dealt with under Sectioi®11).

Approval was granted for 3 underground rooms, officially closed in
1953, to be used for furniture storage, subject to no nuisance arising.

6. —Rooms made fit for habitation—3.
Represented for closure in 1952 and 1953, but Orders not made.

7.—Clearance Areas (Section 25).
Areas represented —7
(72 properties).
Confirmed by Minister o ot = £ 1
Deelared, not confirmed - L T 2! 4
Represented only 2

One area represented in 1953 was confirmed by the Minister in 1954,

Premises demolished—(Sec. 25 Orders)—46.

Summary of works completed during 1954 as a result of
Notices served following inspections under the Housing Consolidated
Regulations :—

W.C. pans and seats repaired or renewed 3
Flushing apparatus repaired or renewed .. 3
Waste pipes provided or repaired 1
Yards paved, repaired or drained 1
Roofs and gutters repaired or renewed 10
Parapet walls rebuilt 3 2
Rain-water pipes repaired or ranewad 10
Dampness remedied 10
Window frames, sashes and gh.:mg repmmd [numbm- of rnnma] . 90
Cills and reveals repaired .. va & A e .is 15
Sashecords renewed (number of mom} 4 g e S i 21
Fireplaces, ranges and flues repaired 4 ol ik . - 34
Floors repaired or renewed e o ¥ .n 2
Brickwork repaired and pointing renewed e &l =E s 29
Walls repaired or rebuilt .. o A <3 i ¥ e 2
Staircases repaired .. e ", - . = 4
Staireases cleansed and redecorated s 9
Walls and ceilings rnpa:red. and decorated {numbar of rnnmn} i 130
Doors repaired or renewed . . b e S P - 11

ToriL .. - o o o F, = 38T
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OVERCROWDING
1052 | 1953 1954
Prém- Fami- Per- P:'ml Fami- Per-| Prem- Fami- Per-
teex lies  gona lies  sons thes  lies rona
New Cases: (End of 1051) (End of 1052 (End of 1953)
Bemaining on register 688 725 8,404 5OT 782 3,418 445 B48 2,506
New Cases reported ,
and recommended 108 132 588 | 112 114 507 92 104 440
|
Total .. o 701 857 3,087 | 70O 846 4,013 637 650 2,055
Overcrawding abated 104 125 571 264 300 1,507 6 86 415
Memaining on reglster 507 332 3,416 445 546 2,508 461 5G4 2,540
Oeererowding abated :
Rehoused by L.C.C. T8 93 418 47 52 229 65 12 847
Rehoused by Ba h
{:wn:j.'lbr.. T 11 13 o0 | 12 14 58 8 5 22
Rehoused by other |\ !
Hehoused by owners ]|
Muved away. . e Ir" 1]
Dl o 13 19 92 205 234 1,220 & P 48
Oase8 removad by
avercrowding survey |/ l
Tobal .. .. 104 1265 571 | 204 300 1,507 76 86 415
1852 1953 1954
Cases investigated on medieal, over-
crowding and sanitary grounds .. 1,890 1,568 1,203
No. of visits involved o .. 3.328 2,062 1,175
OTHER CASES
Cases referred to L.C.C. .. T 210
Ca ses referred to Southwark Borough Cuuuml 121
Total cases referred S PR
Cases rehoused by L.C.C. . . e v X8
= " Bouthwark Borough Uuunml 2 24
Found own accommodation 17
Total cases rehoused i e 213
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Destroyed Released for:
Animal food | Technical Manufacturing
Purposes
Weight Weight Weight Weight
T.C. Q. 1ba. |T. C. Q. 1bs. | T. O. Q. Ibs. | T. C. Q. 1ba.
Bacon 1 1924 ————|1210 027 | — — — —
Cereals b 314| —— — — 318 — — — —
Cheese e 612 014 13 0 0 6 0 1 9| —— — —
Confectionery T Y T S RERTACERR PN RIS Y PR A S
Cooked Hams T i T N oo o SRS | S ™ SRS Sl RN [ s RN
Dried Fruit B OSOTCE | ey i e i [ G gy i i [ . i i, il
Fish . S oY i IERS kil onae She el Bel L s
FrnMnEggmtc 55 [ (A ) PSSR ISP S —"
Fruit . i N e Al | = e R et
Meat 112 1 4| — — — — | 22 & 3 23| — — — —
Meatl"mductn 16 1 0 62517 011 414 0 0| —— — —
(ffal : 4 0% | —— — — 611 14| — — — —
Pickles and Sauces. . e RS bk i e s et tvy (W SR ) PR
Poultry, Gt sht Batibibe d il o LBl Lot e e |t M el B E e
Preserves .. O O e e L e b
Purees, Pulp and Fruit
Juices i - L S R 1 R e e W Tt
Tinned Fish R e e s e e T
Tinned Fruit 26 17 1 2 o e | (S SRR SRS
Tinned Meat J 1, et [l 1 g =g m B (AT PP A rrel (e O
Tinned Milk 416 322 — — — — | —m — — — 111 118
Tinned Soup Ly 5% R TR ) (et SRS S S el e
Tinned Vegetables e B T Sl ] o i et it e At B Fucasitn s
Vegetables .. o i ¥ BRI IS e s | e s e nde i B s s
ICE CREAM

There are 229 ice-cream dealers and 14 manufacturers in this
Borough, an increase of 30 dealers, and a decrease of 3 manufacturers
since last year. Most of the dealers sold only pre-packed ice-cream,
obtained from the large manufacturers.

During the year 40 samples of ice-cream were taken with the

following results :—

17 samples, Grade I.

11 samples, Grade II.
9 samples, Grade 11I.
3 samples, Grade IV.

In addition :

26 samples were chemically examined for compliance with the
prescribed standards of composition of ice-cream. Three of these
samples did not contain the requisite amount of fat and the
vendors were cautioned. Samples subsequently taken at the premises
were satisfactory.

Periodical inspections were made to all premises. A “‘Code of
Standards’’ was sent to each new dealer and inspections were carried
out hefore the registration of any new premises to ensure that they
were satisfactory and all requirements fully understood.

Copies of the Public Analyst’s reports on samples taken were
forwarded to the vendors concerned. In the case of Grade III
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and IV samples, special investigations were made at the premises
in an effort to detect some fault which may have caused the unsatis-

factory gradings.
DESIGNATED MILK
During the year the following Licences were issued under
the Milk (Special Designation) (Pasteurised and Sterilised Milk)
Regulations, 1949, and Milk (Special Designation) (Raw Milk)
Regulations, 1949,
1 Pasteuriser’s Licence.
116 Dealers’ Licences for Pasteurised Milk.
137 Dealers’ Licences for Sterilised Milk.
88 Dealers’ Licences for Tuberculin Tested Milk.
Supplementary Licences.
18 Supplementary Licences for Pasteurised Milk.
18 SBupplementary Licences for Sterilised Milk.
15 Bupplementary Licences for Tuberculin Tested Milk.
Forty-eight samples of Designated Milks were taken and sub-
mlt.tred to the Public Analyst for examination. All these satisfied
the prescribed tests.
Twenty-eight samples of Pasteurised Milk supplied to local
schools were also examined by the Public Analyst, and the London
County Council informed of the results.

MILK SELLERS
At the close of the year there were 161 registered milk distributors
in the Borough, whilst the number of distributors purveying milk
in the Borough from registerad premises elsewhere was 17. 294
inspections of Milkshops and Dairies were made during the year.

PUBLIC HEALTH (CONDENSED MILK) REGULATIONS

Eight semples of condensed milk were purchased for analysis
under the abdve regulations. They were all certified by the Public
Analyst to comply with the said regulations.

MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS) (PASTEURISED AND
STERILISED MILK) (AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS, 1953

On October 1st, 1954, it became compulsory to use caps or covers
overlapping the lips of containers of pasteurised milk. From the
same date, pasteurised milk must be put into the containers in which
it is to be delivered to the consumer, at the premises where it is

pasteurised.
BAKEHOUSES
At the end of the year there were 27 Bakehouses in use in
Southwark, of which 7 were Basement Bakehouses.
115 inspections were made by the Inspector.

ITALIAN PEARS

On 20th Sevtember, 1954, information was received that a wagon-
load of Italizn pears had arrived at Dover and were being officially
“‘landed’’ and cleared at Southwark.

The pears were inspected and found, on examination, to be
contaminated with varying amounts of a white powder spread more
or less evenly over the surface, and in order to arrange for samples
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to be submitted to the Public Analyst, the consignment (758 cases
of approximately 9 tons) was detained in accordance with the Publie
Health (Imported Foods) Regulations, 1937—1948.

The Public Analyst certified as follows:—

Two pears of average size and contamination were analysed with
the following results :—

Lead. Arsene.

(Parts per million)
No.1 .. - o f 6.5 6.5
No. 2 .. a5 8.7 1.b

These pears could not be allowed to go to the retail trade, and asa
result of immediate negotiation with the Importers it was found
possible for the pears to be dealt with at a canning factory where
facilities were available for proper cleansing before preparation for
human consumption.

A letter was sent to the Italian Embassy protesting against this
consignment of pears, contaminated with lead arsenate, being allowed
to leave Italy.

The Commercial Counsellor at the Embassy replied, expressing
regret at the occurrence and stating that the matter had been brought
to the attention of the Italian Institute for Foreign Trade. It was
felt that the action taken by the Institute, coupled with the loss,
estimated at £300, sustained by the Italian shipper, constituted a
powerful deterrent against a repetition.

PUBLIC HEALTH (PRESERVATIVES IN FOOD)
REGULATIONS 1925-48: THIOUREA

The Ministry of Food, in Circular MF 2/54 drew attention to the
use by certain orange growers of thiourea and of fungicides containing
thiourea as a rot and mould suppressant.

Thiourea can penetrate the skin of citrus fruits and find its way into
the juice. Experiments in the United States of America have shown
that this chemical is lethal to some animals in very low concentra-
tions. Its use is accordingly open to strong objections on grounds of
toxicity.

Moreover, thiourea falls within the definition of ‘‘Preservative’’
contained in the Preservatives in Food Regulations and the sale of
any articles of food containing thiourea would be a contravention of
these Regulations since no provision exists therein permitting its
addition to food. For this reason it would not be appropriate to
introduce legislation designed specifieally to prohibit the importation
and sale of citrus fruit so treated.

In consequence of this circular, samples of various brands of
oranges were obtained from consignments landed in the borough, or
from retailers.

Thiourea was found to be present in five brands of Spanish oranges.
The importers and the Ministry of Food (and through them, the
growers in Spain) were immediately informed of this infringement of
the Regulations. Undertakings were received from the importers
that they would take immediate steps to prevent further imports of
oranges so affected, and the matter was also referred to the Spanish
Chamber of Commerce and export authorities.
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PUBLIC HEALTH (MEAT) REGULATIONS, 1924-52

Circular MF 10/54 from the Ministry of Food dealt with a number of
points and suggestions in connection with the slaughter of animals
and the inspection of meat intended for sale for human econsumption.

The Circular refers to the recommencement of private slaughter-
ing on 2nd July, 1954, and to the relevant requirements of the
Public Health (Meat) Regulations and the powers of local
authorities to inspect and seize meat by virtue of Section 10 of the
Food and Drugs Act, 1938.

The Ministry will no longer control the disposal of meat unfit for
human consumption. It is, of course, an offence under the Food
and Drugs Act, 1938, Section 9, for any person to sell or have in his
possession for sale, meat which is intended for but is unfit for human
consumption, and meat and offal at slanghterhouses which is rejected
by an authorised officer must be disposed of in a manner which does
not contravene the provisions of that Section. On the repeal of the
Livestock (Restriction of Slaughtering) Order, 1947, the statutory
obligation on occupiers of slaughterhouses to have meat which is
unfit for human consumption stained before it leaves the premises,
will lapse. It is hoped that the practice of staining such meat will
continue as a voluntary measure.

No slaughtering is carried on in this Borough.

SLAUGHTERHOUSES

There is only one licensed slaughterhouse in the Borough,
which i8 not in use. Four inspections of the premises were
made during the year to ensure that no slaughtering was in
operation.

FOOD AND DRUGS AMENDMENT ACT, 1954

This Act has received Roval Assent, but except for one section
(dealing with the restriction of private slaughterhouses) will not
come into operation until a date to be appointed by order of the
Minister of Food.

The Act deals with the composition and labelling of food, and
precautions against danger to health in connection with the sale of
food, but its detailed provisions are to be the subject of regulations.

THE LABELLING OF FOOD (AMENDMENT) ORDER 1953

This Order which came into operation on lst January, 1954 :

(@) permits the use of the deseription ‘‘Atholl Brose’’ for a product
consisting of malt whisky, oatmeal, honey and cream and
containing not less than 25 per cent. proof spirit.

(b) permits flour, National Flour and National Brown Flour to be
sold without a declaration of ingredients in so far as they
comply as regards composition with the requirements of the
Flour Order 1953.

(¢) removes from Table C of the First Schedule to the principal
Order specific reference to soft drinks, saccharin tablets and
sweetening tablets which are now the subject of Standards
Orders and therefore fall within the first item in Table C which
is a Table of pre-packed foods of which the ingredients need
not be specified on the label.
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FOOD STANDARDS (MARGARINE) ORDER 1954

This Order which came into force on the 16th May, requires that
vitamins A and D shall continue to be added to all margarine sold by
retail. The required vitamin A content is increased and is roughly
equivalent to that of butter, whilst the vitamin D content remains
the same, apart from a tolerance of 10 per cent. as under control.

The Order applies to all home produced and imported margarine
sold hg retail, except that used by a caterer for cooking or made
up foods.

CHIPPED AND CRACKED CROCKERY

Proposals to make regulations under the Food and Drugs Amend-
ment Bill relating to the use of chipped and ecracked crockery in
catering establishments have received careful consideration. It has
been felt, however, that it would be both unreasonable and impractic-
able to msist that all erockery should be without eracks or otherwise
undamaged, particularly as there was no conclusive evidence of any
epidemic due to the use of such utensils.

CATERING ESTABLISHMENTS
There are 480 catering establishments in the Borough. These
include riverside snack bars, cafes, coffee stalls, mobile snack bars,
public house restaurants, and industrial canteens. All have received
systematic inspection and close supervision during the year, and a
satisfactory standard has been maintained.

REGISTRATION OF FOOD PRﬁMISES (Food and Drugs Act,
1938)

During the year 88 premises were registerad for the purpose of the
Preparation or Manufacture of Sausages or Potted, Pressed, Pickled
or Preserved Food intended for Sale.

There was 1 registration of premises used for the purpose of
Wholesale Dealing in Margarine and 1 registration of premises used
for Butter Blending and Packeting.

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS: FOOD & DRUGS ACT

Defendant. Nature of Infringement. Result.
Flour Factors. Selling Batter Flour con- £7 Os. Od. Fine.
taining maggots and in- £10 10s. 0d. Costs.
sect fragments.

Confectioner. Selling Butter Brazils de- £3 0s. 0d.  Fine.
ficient in Butter Fat. £3 3s. 0d.  Costs.

Butcher. Selling 3 Meat Pies, the £4 0s. 0d.  Fine.
filling of which had con- £6 6s. 0d. Costs,
siderable growth of moulds

Grocer. Selling Non-brewed Condi- £1 0s. 0d.  Fine.
ment 259, deficient in £3 3s. 0d. Costs.
Acetic Acid.

Bakers. Selling & bread roll con- £3 0s. 0d.  Fine.
taining a nail. £3 3s. 0d. Costs.

Butcher. Selling Pease Pudding con- £2 0s. 0d.  Fine.
taining fibres. £3 3s. 0d. Costs.

Toffee Apple Manufacturer. Manufacturing Toffee Apples £6 0s. 0d.  Fine,
under very dirty con-
ditions.

Bakers. Selling a loaf of bread con- £8 0s. 0d.  Fine.
taining a nail. £4 4s. 0d. Costs.

Bakers. Selling & cake in a mouldy £3 0s. 0d.  Fine.
Wﬁitiﬂﬂ. £2 12s. 6d. Costa.

Three cautionary letters were sent in respect of other non-genuine
samples and eight cautionary letters were sent in respect of other articles of
food complained of by the public
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ANALYSIS OF WORK CARRIED OUT IN FOOD PREMISES :

Walls and Ceilings repaired A 114

Kitchens, Sculleries, Food Stnm and Dmmg Ruﬁma, redecorated
and cleansed i : .« 258
Roofs and Gutters repaired or renowed .. s o & i 31
Shelves and Cupboards cleansed .. i - i i .. 1156
Floors repaired or renewed A s it 39
Staircase risers and treads rapmrﬁd or rernawud e e s 31
Hot water supplies provided 5 ik o 5 - 77
Waste pipes provided and rapmred £ o o b i 34
Drains unstopped .. 2 - ok A i 21
Drains repaired . e " . s ks 4 - 19
Dustbins provided .. iz e oo e o i xe 50
Dampness remedied 2 e 8 = i Sk 3 50
Water-closets provided w o % g o o 9
Water-closets repaired or renowed e .t s | s 35
Flushing cisterns repaired or renewed .. g 3 5 gii 44
Seats to water-closets repaired or renewed o o 84
Walls and Ceilings to water-closets redecorated ‘and eleansed 5 66
Artificial lighting provided . i & 2 £h o 27
Refrigerators repaired or renowed e i ! o G 11
Food cupboards provided .. i - i B 28
{}uming provided for cakes and sandwiches .. " i o 44
Cookin ratus repaired or renewed .. e - S : - 59
Utunuuo eansed .. Ey s " s e Er- 65
Ventilation provided o = 5 i 33 5 s 34
Sinks provi = ah 5 i s S s s 31
Miscellaneous o i HiE o > i o oo 141
ToTAL i = o .. 1,616

PHARMACY & POISONS ACT, 1933

During the year 108 inspections were made of the various premises
li;‘b&ﬂ. by the Council for the sale of Part I Poisons under the
above Act.

There are 68 names of persons on the Counecil’s hut of Sellers
of Part II Poisons.

WELFARE OF THE AGED

Miss M. Morris, The Organising Secretary of the Southwark 0ld
People’s Welfare Committee, reports that there was expansion in
every Branch of the Committee’s work during the year,

A total of nearly 45,000 meals were provided during the year.
20,747 meals were served in the Gate House Restaurant, and 3,724
in the Nelson Square Luncheon Club. The two Meals-on-Wheels
vans of the Old People’s Welfare Committee supplied 11,485 meals,
and the two W.V.S. vans supplied 8,933. This total of 20,418
nearly doubled the 10,515 total of the previous year. All meals were
cooked at the Gate House Restaurant,

1,697 chiropody treatments were given, nearly treble the previous
year's 600.
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The number who went on the organised seaside holiday increased
from 60 to 150. There were many day outings to seaside, count
and theatre for the able-bodied ; and the Rotary Club of Bnuthwa.:{
again arranged private car outings and parties for the frail, infirm
and house-bound. Twice weekly Club Meetings at the Gate House
provided musie, games, lectures, debates and entertainments, some
of which were given also in the evenings.

The number of individual cases referred to Old People’'s Welfare
Committee by hospitals, doctors and others rose to 1,063, and covered
a great variety of problems. The home visiting of these people was
carried out by the Organising Secretary and a small band of
voluntary visitors.

Sixty-seven new cases were dealt with by the Public Health
Department during the year.

A number of aged and infirm persons were regularly conveyed
to the treatment and bathing station, bathed and returned home
by our transport.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT

Compulsory Removals.

One person was removed to an Old People’s Home under Section
47, and the National Assistance (Amendment) Aet, 1951, which
provides for the eompulsory removal of persons in need of care and
attention.

Burial of the Dead.

During the year the Council arranged for twelve burials under
Section 50 of the National Assistance Act, 1948, at a total cost of

£100 5s. Od.
MORTUARY

Post-mortems without Inquest o o i SE L
Post-mortems with Inquest .. 3 = o 5% 175
Inquests without Post-mortems O & e g —
Inquests, Post-mortems held elsewhere 4 s 3. 33
Bodies brought in for convenience .. o o v —
Infectious disease deaths o+ g o4 5 # —

1,469

HEALTH PROPAGANDA

The Health Exhibition hall in the Municipal Offices, which has
been closed for this purpose since the outhreak of war, was formally
reopened by the Mayor in March, and a Health Exhibition was
presented in July, illustrating the main features of the work of the
Public Health Department including Food, Infectious diseases,
Housing, Atmospheric pollution, Infestation control, Water supply,
Building construction, ete.



























