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Fifty-eight samples of Designated Milks were taken and
submitted to the Public Analyst for examination. All these
satisfied the prescribed tests. -

Forty samples of Pasteurised Milk supplied to local schools
were also examined by the Public Analyst, and the London
County Council informed of the results.

MILK SELLERS

At the close of the year there were 160 registered milk dis-
tributors in the Borough, whilst the number of distributors
purveying milk in the Borough from registered premises else-
where was 22. 383 inspections of Milkshops and Dairies were
made during the year.

MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS) (SPECIFIED AREAS)
ORDER, 1951

The above Order which came into operation on October 1st,
1951, was made in conformity with Section 23 of the Food and
Drugs (Milk, Dairies and Artificial Cream) Act, 1950, which
empowers the Minister of Food to make Orders specifying areas
within which the use of Special Designations in relation to milk
sold by retail becomes obligatory.

The effect of this Order is that from the operative date all
milk sold within the County of London and certain other defined
areas must be Special Designated milk, i.e. sterilised, pas-
teurised, tuberculin tested or accredited milk.

PUBLIC HEALTH (CONDENSED MILK)
REGULATIONS, 1923 and 1947

Five samples of condensed milk were purchased under the
above regulations for analysis. They were all certified by the
Public Analyst to comply with the said regulations, but one
contained patches of mould hyphae and spores and was very
thick in consistency.

SLAUGHTERHOUSES

There is only one licensed slaughterhouse in the Borough,
which is not in use. Four inspections of the premises were
made during the year to ensure that no slaughtering was in
operatiomn.
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and accordingly the Metropolitan Boroughs’ Standing Joint
Committee was requested to consider submitting a protest to
the Ministry of Food against the use of milk powder and
vegetable fats in sausages, sausage meat and slicing sausage,
in lieu of a proportion of the prescribed meat content.

The Metropolitan Boroughs Standing Joint Committee
supported this request, and received a reply from the Ministry
of Food to the effect that the reasons for this step were given
to the House of Commons on the 14th March 1951 during the
debate on the Prayer for the annulment of the Order, and the
Ministry regretted that they had nothing to add to this
statement.

In connecfion with the question of lean meat content for
sausages, the General Purposes Sub-Committes of the Metro-
politan Boroughs Standing Joint Committee considered the
question raised by the Public Health Committee that a minimum
standard of lean meat for sausages should be set up. The Sub-
Committee decided, however, that in the present circumstances
and difficulties they could not recommend any action being
taken as suggested.

The second amendment to the above Order took effect in June,
1951, and :—

(a) restricts the use of milk powder in sausages to ‘' skim
milk powder;”’

(b) permits whalemeat to be mixed with other meats pro-
vided that the product is labelled and sold as a whale-
meat product ;

(c) frees meat paste and fish paste from control both as
regards price and composition.

This was followed by the Food Standards (Meat Paste)
Order 1951 and the Food Standards (Fish Paste) Order 1951,
which prescribed a minimum content of 55 per cent meat and
70 per cent fish respectively, and the discontinuation of the
five per cent tolerance previously allowed.

CURRY POWDER

A formal sample of Curry Powder revealed a lead content
of 24 parts per million; the limit prescribed by the Food
Standards Order is 10 parts per million.

The Food Standards Division of the Ministry of Food were
consulted on this matter, and it appeared that representations
were being made by the Curry Powder Manufacturers
regarding the lead content of curry powders. The manu-
facturers stated that the analyses of samples taken from the
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same bulk of curry powder often gave different results, as the
lead content was unevenly distributed, and the manufacturers
had requested the Ministry to agree that no prosecution
should take place unless the lead content of curry powder is
in excess of 20 parts per million.

The Ministry had not reached any decision in this matter,
but suggested that a cautionary letter would meet this
particular case, and proceedings should be taken in the event
of further samples exceeding the permitted limit.

IMPORTED PEARS

On May 10th, 500 cases of pears arrived at Gravel Lane
from Italy, and on inspection some of the pears were found
to be contaminated with what appeared to be an arsenical spray.
The owners were asked to give an undertaking that the
contaminated pears would be suitably dealt with prior to sale,
but the next day a letter was received from them refusing to
give any undertaking whatever, and threatening proceedings
against me for loss of time in transit. Half of the consignment
was for a certain buyer in Dublin, and this portion was
immediately freed and the Medical Officer of Health for Dublin
notified of the condition.

The Public Analyst reported that the powder found on the
pears contained fairly heavy quantities of arsenic and lead—
much above the standard which would have been normally
passed—and the matter was placed before the magistrate in
order to obtain a decision concerning these contaminated
pears. He postponed the hearing until the following day when
the owner gave an undertaking to have the pears sorted at his
Portsmouth warehouse under the supervision of the Portsmouth
Medical Officer of Health.

On the 17th May I heard from the owner that the consign-
ment which had gone to Dublin had been held up owing to a
dock strike, and it was intended to bring these back once more
to Gravel Lane. They were received early on the morning of
May 19th, and were also forwarded to Portsmouth for sorting
under supervision.

It would appear that the owner, who suffered serious
financial loss two years ago when similar types of pears were
brought into the country, was anxious to make this a test
case, as he felt that the action taken caused undue delay in
transit, and that the material on the pears was quite harmless.

Under the Imported Food Regulations a Medical Officer of
Health has power to stop any Foodstuffs which he intends to
sample or place before a magistrate, for a period of 48 hours
or longer if agreement is come to with the owner,



















































