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Health Servicea Department,
Walworth Road, S.E.l7.

October, 1947.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Metropolitan Borough of Scuthwvark.

Mr. Mayor, Ladles and Gentlemen,
I beg to submit my Annual Report for the year 1946.

The year has been one of increasing activity in all branches
of the Health Serwvices, but it has been a harrowing year and of
mich oconcern to the Councll owing to the shortage of staff 'and the
inablility to obtain additlonal staff dues to tho 1lnevitable shortage
consequent upon the War. '

The moat urgent matter with which the Council is faced 1s
undoubtedly the serious lock of housing accommodatlion and the fact
that very many of the houses which remain and are lnhabited are
unfit for human occupation. Nevertheless, in spite of almeoat
insurmountable difficultics, the Council are doing thelr uttormoat
to remedy the posltion as guickly as possiblo and thus alloviate
the serious conditions under which mony of our Citizens arc
compelled to livo.

In view of the difficult times and conditions, it 1s not a
little surprising to find that the health of the Borough as
indionted by the Death rates and incldence of infectloua dlacases
hos remelned very good.

The Birth rate hoa soared up te 24.3 per 1,000 populatlon =
2093 (1107 males and 986 femnlos) births having boen reglstered
during tho yoar; a considerable lnorcasc on the previous year,
when only 1303 births wore rogisteored. It would appear from the
incrensing mumbers attending the Moternity & Child Welferc Controas
and the additional seszions which I haveshcen compolled to meko
to meet thoe demand, that wo can cxpoet an even greater number of
birthas in the futurec. Thecac figures compare with those of the
pro=-war ones when the population wos almost double.

Other rotes and the work undertaken by the various Departmenta
&ro indicated in the body of this rcport and do not roquire
enlarging upon. One mattur, however, which has causcd some little
concorn to the Health Committce is the ineressc in outbreaks of

food polsoning. This hns boen general throughout the Country and
has ariscn aa o rosult of &n lnoronse of comminal feocding 1n

cantecna ond restauranta.

Our inveatigations locally have proved that in many casesa the
fooed haa been contaminated by those persons handling it , owing
to laock of knowledge of peraonel hyglenc and cleanliness. In other
cogoa we have found bad general conditions and inadequate equipment,
total absence of proper haondwashing sink, soap ond towela, the
complaint belng always the inability to provide owing to roatriot-
lons, 1If thesc excuses are true, 1t shows a very serious lack
of understanding ‘'on the part of those responsible at the Board of
Trade. Looal Authoritica posascss ccrtain powers to enforce
¢leanliness in promises where food is prepared, but these powers
are inadequate for proscnt doay necds and amplificatlion and
unifioation of procedure 1a noecessory in the form of o woll thought
out food hygiene codo.

Onoe cgain, I desire to place on record my appreciation of
the good will shown to me by the Chairmen and Members of the
Committees on which I serve, and alsc the willing advice and assist-
ance rendered to me by the Chicf Officers of the Councll and by
every membor of my staff.

I am, Mr. Mayor, Ladiecs and Gentlemen,

Yours obediently,
W. STOTT.
Modical Offilecer of Hoalth.


































































