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Health Services Department,
Walworth Road,
S.E.17.,
Hovember , 1945,

To His Worship the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Metropolitan Borough of Sounthwark,

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my Annual Report for the
year 1944, which in its abridged form is similsr to former war-time
raports,

The health of the population generally has been fairly
good, there having been no ssrious opidemics. During the latter
half of the year, however, the civilian population were once more
called upon to endure the welght of enemy air attack in the form of
flying-bombs and rockets, but whilst the Borough probably did not
suf fer to the same degree as some of its immediate neighbours, it
had s goodly share of this new form of attack, which did considerable
damage to houses, the blast effect being mach greater than that
formerly experienced with high explosive bombs. In spite of tlese
trials however the morale of the inhabitants remained good, although
there is no doubt that t owards the end of the year people were
beginning to feel worse for wear.

The birth rate shswed an increase over that recorded for
1943, being 19.4 per 1000 population as against 18.3, and was higher
than that for Englend and Wales and the County of London, the
respective rates being 17.6 and 15.0. The infent mortality rate
shewed a slight increase over the Previous year, rising from 49 to
91 per 1000 live births. The general death rate at all ages and
from all causes rose from 18.8 to 21.7 per 1000 population, which was
greater than that for the country as a whole 11.6 and also that far
the County of London 15.7, but it must be remembered that ineluded
in this figure are the deaths of ecivilians resulting from enemy
action. Although the birth rate is higher than that recorded
Ire=vwar, nevertheless there has been no natural inerease in the
population owing to the death rate being still higher.

The statisties in relation to infectious diseases are
low, but it is extremely difficult to assess the value of these
figures or to obtain & true view-point with a floating and diminished
populstion and with only a few schools functicning. The figures in
respect of the notif ication of diphtheris are noteworthy in the fact
that there were only 24 cases during the whole year with one death
attributable to this disesase, The interesting point is that in all
the cases save four, the children had not been immunised, snd whilst
parents stated that these four children had been immunised during the
time they were evacuated, I have been unable to obtain proof of this
fact, so that i1t is extremely doubtful if sny of the notified cases
had been protected against diphtheria, The number of cases of
scables remained heavy, but as I forccast in my 1943 report, I felt
that the climax had been reeched; this year there was a drop of
nearly 3000 attendances for this condition at the Treatment and
Bathing Station.

The Ssnitary Inspsctors Dapar tment became seriously
depleted in numbers, which unfo rtunately, 1t has not been possible
to make good, the Ministry of Health having disapproved of any
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WELFARE CENTRE ATTENDANCE.

Owing to the re-commencement of enemy air attack during day=-
light, the attendances at the infant welfare centres in the middle of
Ehe year fluctuated very considerably for a while, but became more
stable towards the end of the year. The attendances were as
follows ;=
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ANTE-NATAL CLINICS.

Ante-natal examlnations (includ ng post-natal examinations) were
conducted at two municipal end two voluntsry clinies during the year,
B42 expectant mothers made 4281 attendances. 007 women attended for
post-natal examination,

PREMATURE _INFANTS.

Following upon the receipt of s Circular from the Ministry of
Health errangements were made for one of the Counall's Health
Visitors to receive special training in tie care of Fremature infants,
and to meet the need for proper care of these infants after
discharge from hospital, specisl equipment was purchased, and
rovision for the supply of exmessed breast milk wes made with one
of the London hospitals, Notification of birth anrds were withdrawn
from midwives and doctars, and amended to ineluds the birth weight of
infants in cases where this was 5% 1lbs, or less.

All local hospitals were reduested to notify me immedistely
upon the discharge from hospital of premsture ‘nfants, Notifications
in respect of 10 Infants under 5% lbs. weight were received, but
information was not available in many instances where children were
born cutside the Londn area,

CGHILD LIFE PROTECTION.

At the end of the yesr there were 1l foster mothers and 11 foster
children on the Council's register. Seven women were registered as
foster mothers during the yesr. One foster mother and child returned
to the Borough after being evacuated. Four instences cams to light
where children were being kept illegally without regis tration, but in
each cage 1t was satisfactorily proved thet tre omission to register
was due to ignorance of the law and not tec wilful contravention, In
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one case it was necessary for & foster child to be removed to an
Institution as the parent was unable to continue payments to the
foster mother. In smother case a foster child was found in a common
lodging house and was subsequently removed to the care of a foster
mother in another Borough. The names of three foster mothers were
removed from the register. Several foster children were evacuated
but subsequently returned to the district.

In accordance with the Ministry of Health's request that the
Councll should consider the introduction of a guaranteed payment
scheme to foster mothers in respect of children under 5 years of
age, this was commenced during the year, but although wide publielty
through the mmdium of the press, labour exclanges end infant
welfare centres, was given to" the scheme, only one application for
registration waa received. Such & poor response to the Council's
appeal for foster-mothers was undoubtedly due to the prevailing
demand for female labour in industry, women preferring to obtain
employment outside the home at wages much higher than they w uld
obtain as foster mothers, rather than accept responsibility for the
care of children by night and day in thelr own homes.

Generally, the health of foster children remsined good end some
170 visits were pald to them by the Cchild Life Proteection wiaitor,

HOME HELFS.

Dospite the many difficalties in obtaining sultable women willing
to work as Home Helpa, 1t was possible in 20 ceses to provide thia
service. An epplication was made early in the year to the Ministry
of Labour for women who were prepared to undertake these duties, but .
none were available from this source. In a few instances it was !
not possible to provide home helps, but this was generally due to :
late application for assistance by the patient.

WAR-TIME NURSERIES. i

At the cloase of the yenr there were three war-time nurseries in
Southwark, one of which was operated by the London County Council in
conjunction with its Rest Centre Service., Owing to the small
attendance of children at the Evelina Nursery, Southwark Bridge
Road, and to a reduest from the Governors of the Hoaspital for
possession of that part of the hospital used s a nursery, it waas
closed down, with the approval of the Ministry of Health on 30th
September, the staff belng transferred to a nursery at Trimdon near
Durham.

The health of the children at the nurseries was generally good
and a satisfactory sttondance was maintained.

The greatest difficulty experienced was in connection with
staffing, but this was by no means local in character, the same
problems being met in most of the other Londn Boroughs,

The following is a summary of the average daily attendances
at nurserles under the control of the Councili-

Jan. Feb. Mar, Apl. May Jun. Jul. Aug. 3ep. Oct. Nov. Dee

Crosaways 46 39 b 34 40 3 15 18 B3 .37 a4 39

Bi shops House &% 71 63 Bl 69 a7 36 30 1] 49 68 58
Evalinﬂ o4 40 36 55 43 29 1G‘ 5 - - - -
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