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TO THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS OF THE
METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF POPLAR

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my Annual Report on the health and sanitary
circumstances of the Borough for 1954.

The health of the people as judged from the reduced death rates and the
smaller number of cases of notifiable infectious disease has been satisfactory
and it is thought that the number of cases of diseases which are not notifiable
was also less although no figures are available.

It is difficult to produce a measure of actual health as distinct from death
and disease, but the general well being of the population can be judged to some
extent by general living conditions, housing, clothing, feeding, etc. and there
is no doubt that there was an improvement during 1954.

Housing, which has a considerable effect on the health of the people remains
one of themost important matters with which the Council is concerned. The Housing
Repairs and Rénts Act was passed during the year and came into effect at the end
of August 1954, The intention of the Act was to ensure as far as possible the
rapid demolition of houses which could not be made fit and the preservation of
houses which could be made fit but which owing to the high cost of repairs were

not being adequately maintained.



So far as the preservation and maintenance of houses is concerned the Act
has not met with any conspicuous success in Poplar, Many owners appear to think
that the procedure for claiming the increased rent isunduly complicated and there
have been fewer applications for certificates of disrepair than was anticipated.

A slum clearance programme was agreed with the London County Council following
the survey which was carried out in 1949 and further proposals for the next five
year programme had been requested by the County Council prior to the passing of
the Housing Repairs and Rents Act 1954. Towards the end of 1954 the survey was
extended to cover all those houses which were suitable for immediate representation.
Although it is usual to talk of "slums" and "slum clearance" the word "slum" does
not appear in any of the housing legislation and the question to be answered
concerning any unfit house is whether it can or cannot be made fit at "reasonable
cost" together with consideration of the arrangement of the houses and streets.
"Reasonable cost" is not defined and what may be "reasonable" for a house where
the owner has vacant possession may very easily beentirely uneconomic for a house
which is subject to a controlled tenancy.

On the usually accepted standards there are comparatively few "slums" in
Poplar but very many of the houses fall far short of a desirable standard. Apart
from the houses and flats which have been built by the Borough Council or the
County Council the great majority of houses in the Borough are upwards of 70 years

==



old. These houses did not attain a very high standard of either materials or
workmanship, the arrangements were poorly planned in that in almost every case
there is no access to the rear of the house with the result that everything going
into the house and everything coming out, including household refuse, must pass
through the front door. The amenities are poor; the W.C, is generally situated
out in the back yard and the 1951 census showed that 72% of all the dwellings in
the Borough were without a bath.

Consequently, although there are comparatively few houses which are suitable
for immediate representation there are many more which are coming to the end of
their useful life and which will have to be dealt with in say 10-15 years, In the
meantime very many families will be condemned to live in houses which are becoming
increasingly decrepit and without those amenities which must surely be regarded as
necessary in this period of our civilisation. A bath and a hot water supply cannot
nowadays be regarded as a luxury but the provisions of the housing legislation to
encourage the supply of these amenities has so far had very little effect.

In many instances tenants have done a great deal by way of redecoration and
minor repairs to improve the houses in which they live but major works are usually
beyond their means apart from being normally the responsibility of the owner of
the house, The owner cannot be compelled to provide amenities such as a bath even
though he can obtain financial assistance through an improvement grant and it is

-



unfortunate that a tenant who is willing to do so cannot be assisted in a similar
manner,

Health in many ways and especially in the avoidance of mental disturbance
leading to anxieties, anti-social behaviour and delinquency, depends largely on a
harmonious and affectionate family 1life and happy families are found more frequently
in good houses than in bad ones. Unless therefore something can be done to improve
the amenities and standards of housing of those families who will have to live in
the old houses of Poplar for many years to come the standard of health of the
people of the Borough is likely to lag behind that of those more fortunate areas
where housing is of a higher quality.

It is gratifying tonote that in the new housing development in Poplar carried
out by the Borough Council and by the County Council it has been possible to include
at least some houses as well as the more general flat development. Although there
are some exceptions, in my opinion, a flat isnot the best place in which to bring
up a family,

In the report which follows a summary is given of the work relating to those
health duties of the Council which are dealt with by the Public Health Department.
A very brief mention is also made of baths, wash-houses and of public cleansing
which are not dealt with by the Public Health Department. It is sometimes forgotten
or not appreciated that nearly all the duties of the Council are concerned with
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the health and welfare of the people of the Borough although only a limited number
are referred to the Public Health Department. If for instance the sewers were not
adequately maintained or the system of collection of house refuse broke down, the
health of the people would very rapidly be affected. To this extent my report is
limited but I would like to take this opportunity of expressing my appreciation
of the work of all the other departments which has done so much to maintain the
standards and assist in improving the health of the people of Poplar,

I am again indebted to the Divisional Medical Officer, Dr. G.0. Mitchell, for
the information concerning the personal health services which are administered by
the London County Council which is given at the end of this report,

My thanks are due to the Chairman and Members of the Public Health and Baths
Committee for their help and encouragement throughout the year; to the Chief
Officers of the Council m:;d their staffs for their assistance and advice and
particularly to my own staff for their very loyal help on all occasions.

I have the honour to be,
Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
R. DUNCAN DEWAR
Medical Officer of Health
June, 1955.
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S ECT.ION A
VITAL STATISTICS

The Registrar General estimated that at the middle of 1954 the home population
numbered 71,690 which was 780 less than in 1953. This decrease was due to the
movement of some 1,330 residents to dwellings outside the Borough because the
number of births exceeded the number of deaths by 554 during 1954.

The birth rate at 17.7 per 1,000 of the population is slightly less than the
rate for the previous year (18.0). In order to compare the rate with other areas
and with the country as a whole the Registrar General provides a Comparability
Factor which takes into account the proportions of old or young people and the
proportions of male and female in the area so that a fair comparison can be made.
Using f.his factor the adjusted birth rate would be 15.9 as compared with 15.2 for
England and Wales.

The death rate in Poplar was 9.98 per 1,000 of the population. Again using
the comparability factor the adjusted rate would be 11.4 as compared with a rate
of 11,3 for England and Wales. This shows a reduction from the figures for 1953
which were 12,0 and 11,4 respectively.

The infant mortality rate being the number of deaths of infants under one
year of age per 1,000 births was 25.1. This compares with the figure of 25.5 for
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England and Wales which is the lowest figure ever recorded for the country.

The causes of death are shown in Table I in accordance with the classification
used by the Registrar General. There is a reduction of deaths from tuberculosis
of the lungs from 25 in 1953 to 13 in 1954, a reduction in deaths from all forms
of diseases of the heart and circulation from 306 in the previous year to 284 and
a reduction in deaths from Bronchitis from 77 to 58. Deaths from other diseases

show no significant change from the numbers recorded in 1953.

STATISTICS OF THE AREA

Area (excluding water) .. e .k ‘e e 2,136 acres
Population, estimated mid-year .. i e - 71, 690
Number of inhabited houses (according to Rate Books) .. 17, 966
Rateable Value o ae 7 o e ‘e £583,114
General Rate (1953-1954) .. . . . . 21/8d. in &£
Sum represented by a penny rate (18953-1954) .. . 22,310

=12~



EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR

Live Births: Legitimate .. - .. - ik .k
Illegitimate - . 3 pye e

Birth Rate per 1,000 estimated resident population:

Stillbirths: Legitimate e T . g ok
Illegitimate .. e o =1 -3

Rate per 1,000 total (live and still) births: ..
Dﬂﬂths [} (] L (Y e - L R -

Death rate per 1,000 estimated resident population:

Deaths of Infants under one year of age:

Legitimate e - e - i
Illegitimate .. - e R e

Death rate of Infants under one year of age:

All infants per 1,000 live births:

Legitimate infants per 1, 000
legitimate live births: e .o

Illegitimate infants per 1,000
illegitimate live births: .. “»
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Males

594
26

400

19

Females

623
27

316

13

TOTAL

1,217
53

17.17

23

20.1
716

9.98

32

25.1

26.3

0.0
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TABLE 1
DEATHBE
ALL AGE GROUPS
CAUBES OF DEATHS SEX
AGES o - 1- b= 15 - 25 - 45 - 65 - | 75 -
ALL CAUSES - e . . i 400 18 2 2 4 13 135 120 105
F 316 13 2 - 1 16 70 80 134
1. Tuberculosis, respiratory .. b !;' 1% - - - 1 } [ 3 -
2. Tuberculosis, other . o b g - - - - 2 - ~1 = -
3. Syphilitic disease .. = . n 3 = = 3 = 2 1 vl
4. Diphtheria .. o & A ; g : z = 2 5 = = 1
5. Whooping Cough e o b g - - = 3 E - - - &
6. Meningococcal infection .. s y 1 1 % - = - : . .
7. Acute poliomyelitis . * . ? = 3 = E = = E E: i
8. Measles g e S it g - - z E S = - - s
9. Other infective and parasitic E 3 3
diseases .. B 2 o M 1 - - - - 1 - - -
F 5 = - - = = - = =
10. Malignant neoplasm =tomach. ‘i 1F'[ ﬁ - - - - - E 1% -2
11. Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus g % - 1 - - - I: 1% g
12. Malignant neoplasm, breast , s # 1% = - - - - é 5 -5
13. Malignant neoplasm, uterus . F 7 - - - - '1 2 3 1
14. Other melignant and lymphatic
neoplasms ., o oL M 47 - - - - 2 18 15 12
F 36 - - - - 4 15 2] 8
15. Leukaemia, Aleuksemia - }FE % - - - = - 1 - i
- = - - - 1 -
16. Dimbetes S ' iy win !1; +3 - - - - - -3 - -
17. Vascular lesions of nervous system M 30 - 3 = . - 10 9 il
F 43 - - - - 1 5 14 23
18. Coronary disease, angina .. = M 61 - - - - 1 27 17 16
F az - - - = - 8 11 15
18. Hypertension with heart disease .. M i - = N = = - 2 2
F 13 - - - - 1 3 3 [
20, Other heart disease il 30 - - - - 2 5 ] 14
F 38 - - - - 2 2 [*] 26
21. Other circulatory disease ,. - M 16 - - - - 1 2 9 4
F 18 - - - - 1 2 8 T
22, Influenza .. - s ‘I.:!‘ 2 - - - - - 1 1 -
23. Pneumonia .. 5 < i M 15 1 - - - - 3 4 T
F 15 2 = - - - 2 5 [
24, Bronchitis .. . ’a . !IIFI t}:ﬁ - - - - 1 li 1% E
25. Other diseases of respiratory system % g - - - - - % 2 g
26. Ulcer of stomach and duodenum ; 1% = - - - 1 ? % %
27. Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea. i";'. % - - - - : - = 5
28. Nephritis and nephrosis .. i M 8 - - - 1 - 5 = 2
29. Hyperplasia of prostate : g . 2 = : : ’ i ‘11
30. Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion .. F & - - . - - - - -
31. Congenital malformations .. e g 8 4 1 1 2 - 3 - -
32, Other defined and ill-defined '
diseases . . . e M 33 12 - b - 1 ] 3 7
F 35 11 - - 1 3 10 2 8
33. Motor wvehicle accidents .. o g 1;- = f - 2 - 1 - =
34. All other accidents . 3 5 i 6 1 1 3 e a 1 % i
35, Suicide .. .i s B \ 2 - ¢ - F A 2 - -
F 2 - - - - 1 1 - -
36. Homicide and operations of war .. g - - - - - - = - -




SECTION B
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA
Water Supply.

The domestic water supply for every dwelling in the Borough is taken from
the Metropolitan Water Board, Samples of the water are subjected to regular
routine chemical and bacteriological examination at the Board’ s laboratories and
the results of these examinations are made available to the local authority. The
results were uniformly satisfactory throughout the year,

Water supply certificates were granted in accordance with Section 95 of the
Public Health (London) Act, 1936 in 389 cases,

There are 11 private wells in the Borough some of which are used for indus-
trial purposes. Innocase is the water used for drinking purposes but by arrange-
ment with the owners of the wells, ' the Metropolitan Water Board takes samples
periodically for examination soas to have some record of the probable suitability
of the water for drinking should this become necessary in the unlikely event of
a major breakdown in the normal supply or in case of war.,

Sanitary Inspection of the Area.

The District Sanitary Inspectors are responsible for the investigation of
all complaints in connection with premises within their areas whether these be
used as dwellings or for commercial or industrial purposes. The greater portion
of the work concerns dwellings as can be seen from the summary of work done which

follows.
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TABLE 1II
INSPECTIONS, INSANITARY CONDITIONS FOUND EXISTING,
AND RE-INSPECTIONS DURING THE YEAR 1954
Number of Complaints received .. .s - *h w  an -4
House-to-House .. s -k

Dwelling Houses On complaint .. bis i3
After Infectious Disease ..

Number of Where power is used .. o -
Factories No power used b i b e
Iﬂspﬂctiunﬁ Dtherﬂ - . - - . - W - . - .

Outworkers . i b o5 ok .o ik .

Stables .. b . . e .e . i

Smoke observations 33 .o .é i = .e s alé in
Miscellaneous visits and inspections (including visits to

infectious disease contacts, school inspections, ete.) .. %

RE-iI‘lSpBEt-iDI‘IS - W (] W - w & @ - . (] (] w L]

Dwelling Houses 2 =k i
Premises requiring amendment i

Service of Intimations, etc.,
Intimations served .. a'e > ‘e .’ -
Intimations complied with . .h ‘e o b
Notices served .. .“h 'a o . g .n
Notices complied with .n ik . = .o
Final Notices served . .o - - .o e
Final Notices complied with .. Tt Y ey -
Summonses applied for i e ‘e ‘b L%

Gthﬂrﬁ L] L] L L ii.

Work done (number of instances not included above):

(a) After legal proceedings .. . ae
fbj vﬂluﬂtarilj - - - . L ] L] L

Defects, etc,, found in Dwelling Houses:

Nuisances, etc.,

found

Drainage: Drains defective .. P ik 2 .k 91
Drains obstructed . i b ‘e i 184

Waste pipes defective, ete. . e - 117
Rainwater pipes not disconnected . e 3

W.Cs. and flushing apparatus defective 312

=17-

2,515

2,493
103
398

15

15
15
3,851

8,275
2,048

46

[y

. 920

@
g

T42
651

95
53

52
218

Works
completed

53
172
111
3
301

(continued)



TABLE II (continued)

Nuisances, etc., Works
found completed

Dampness: (Not due to defects shown elsewhere) .. 922 755
Taber: ‘mupply eut. oFE: ., - adeogiiewlgnrvol], s 39 53
Dust receptacles: Insufficient or defective s 98 143
Miscellaneous:

Rooms, ete., dirty and/ or verminous .. o' 603 512

Cases of overcrowding .. e o ad 13 -

Yards, etec., not properly paved or drained bk 92 112

Roofs defective .t ‘e . “n . . 822 884

Rainwater pipes and gutters defective .. “e 339 298

Public House urinals requiring cleansing h - -

Other nuisances or defects .. " Ld 5% 3, 464 2,864
Defects, etec., found in Factories:

nltary defects .. s et ant iBeds. 6 ‘ 4

W.C. accommodation insufficient or unsuitable 13 T

Overcrowding .. P .p in b 4 ks - -
Stables:

Accumulations found . > S o i ik 1 1
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Drainage and Sewerage.

During the year 55 plans of drainage work to new and existing buildings
were submitted and approved.
liouses let in lodgings.

No. of houses on register at end of year ... 145

InspectionB ... «ss 58 ess  ens  ess 15
Common Lodging !ouses.

There was one licensed Common Lodging House, with accommodation for 295
males, in the Borough. 18 inspections were made during the year,

Seamen’ s Lodging llouses.

There were three licensed Seamen’s Lodging Houses, providing accommodation
for 187, 45 and 26 males respectively, in the Borough.

Inspections made during the year totalled 35.

Personal Cleansing.

Owing to the very small number of cases requiring personal cleansing an
arrangement was made with the Stepney Borough Council to carry out cleansing
where necessary at the Stepney Cleansing Station at Branch Road.

The Poplar Cleansing Station, which is in Yeo Street adjoining the Disinfecting
Station, is maintained in proper order and can be re-opened at any time should

this be necessary.



The number of persons cleansed during 1954 was as follows: -

Mults -w - W O L 3 LI LI 1
Children .. o .k RS . ak

Disinfection and Disinfestation.

Verminous

22
3

25

Scabies Total
17 39
6 9
23 48

The Council maintains a disinfecting station at Yeo Street and a summary of

the work carried out is given below: -

(a) Disinfection: -

Infectious Disease w3 b
Tuberculosis . i i s
Verminous .. & ik os
Miscellaneous 5 e “e

Disinfection for
manufacturing fims .. .o

TOTALS . .
(b) Disinfestation: -
Inspections: -
Number of visits .. .. .s

Premises requiring treatment
Furniture requiring treatment

Re-inspections after disinfestation ..
Miscellaneous visits and revisits i

Disinfestation carried out: -
Rooms (in 709 premises) i
Beds, bedding, etec. articles
Furniture articles iin .

-20-

Premises Articles
Disinfected Disinfected

331 5,945

37 912

2 34

405 5,361

- 75,583

T15 87,835
ik o 1,692
kg o 742
e : s 19?
266
104
"W - " 1.712
- . ..i EnE
o e 3,579



Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949.

The work of Rodent Control throughout the Borough has been carried out by a
staff of six Rodent Operatives under the supervision of a Sanitary Inspector.
The work falls mainly into three categories, viz. Sewer Maintenance Treatments;

infestations of rats and mice in business premises; and complaints from occupiers

of dwelling houses.

TYPE OF PROPERTY
' Dwelling | All Other
Houses (including

Local including | Business | T.
authority “Gouncil® | Premises) s

Houses
Number of properties in Borough ... 56 17, 566 2,425 20,047
Number of properties inspected as a !
result of -
(a) Notification - 532 | 33 565
(b) Survey under the Act 8 3is | 639 957
Total inspections carried out, '
including re-inspections . B 850 1,759 2,617
Number of properties inspected
which were found to be infested
by: -
Major 1 29 60 90
(a) Rats
§ Minor - 378 1,222 1,600
{ Major - 37 80 117
(b) Mice
( Minor - 252 235 487
No. of infested properties treated - . 696 | 1,597 2,293
Total treatments carried out 5 ok 40 2,016 | 8,755 10,811
Number of "Block" control schemes :
carried out - .. 29 29

In addition, tw;u Sewer Treatments, details of which are given below, were
carried out by the staff of the Borough Engineer and Surveyor’s Department under
the supervision of the Rodent Operatives, in co-operation with neighbouring
authorities and in conformity with the direction of the Infestation Division of
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries,

Number of manholes baited in June, 1954 ... 1,642
Number of manholes baited in December, 1954 S 1, 567

-21-
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FACTORIES ACT,

1937 (TABLES III, IV & V)

TABLE 111
INSPECTIONS FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVISIONS AS TO HEALTH
* Number Number o f
Premises on . £4 Written Occupiers
Register RBRRER LIRS notices | prosecuted
1. Factories in which Sections I,-2,
3, 4 and 6 are to be enforced by
Local Authorities S h 63 15 1
2, Factories not included in (1) in v
which Section 7 is enforced by
the Local Authority i P 623 398 14 -
3. Other premises in which Section 7
is enforced by the Local Author-
itF -m . w - . 0w 17 49 1 =
TDT&L .. .- ?03 462 16 -




-£E -

TABLE

IV

CASES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND

No. of cases in which defects were No. of cases
in which
Particol ars Found | Remedied Reaferred prosecutions
| to H.M. by H.M. were
Inspector Inspector instituted
Want of cleanliness i3 i 3 - -
Overcrowding . =t e - - - -
Unreasonable temperature . . - — = iz =
Inadequate ventilation .. oy - - ~ - -
Ineffective drainage to floors .. 3 - - 1 -
Sanitary conveniences: -
(a) Insufficient o A - - = - =
(b) Unsuitable or defective .. 11 4 -
(c) Not separate for sexes .. 2 = = =
Other offences against the Act
(not including offences relating
to Outwork) 2 o u - - - - -
TOTAL .. i 19 11 1 8 -







Offensive Trades.

One Dresser of Furskins is established in the Borough. Three inspections
were carried out.
Smoke Abatement.

During the year 10 complaints of nuisance from smoke were received. 43 smoke
observations were carried out.
Shops Act, 1950.

Under the provisions of this Act 102 visits were made.

No exemption certificates under the Act were issued during the year.
Pharmacy & Poisons Aet, 1933.

A list of persons who sell poisons included in Part II of the Poisons List
is maintained under the provisions of the Pharmacy & Poisons Act, 1933.

The number of persons on the list at the end of 1954 was 94,

Rag Flock and other Filling Materials Act, 1951.

This Aet requires the registration of premises upon which a business is
carried on involving the use of filling materials. The number of premisgs regis-
tered is 9,

The Act also requires the licensing of premises for the storageof rag flock,
and 2 licences have been issued.

Pet Animals Act, 1951.
Licences have been issued in respect of nine premises within the Borough.
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National Assistance Act, 1948, Section 47.

A number of cases of aged people came to the notice of the Public Health
Department, but with the co-operation of the Home Help Service of the London
County Council and with the assistance of the District Nurses, the Voluntary
Services and friends and neighbours it was possible to provide proper care at
home for a large proportion. The remainder were persuaded voluntarily to enter a
hospital or home and it was possible to avoid taking action under Section 4T7.
Care of the Aged.

Help, advice and assistance for old people through the statutory authorities
and voluntary organisations associated in welfare work continued throughout the
year and the old people have benefited greatly from the services provided.
National Assistance Act, 1948, Section 50.

Burials carried out under the provisions of this Act totalled 4 (2 adults
and 2 stillborn).

The total cost was £24 12s. 0d. and the amount recovered was £17 1l1s. 6d.
Mortuary and Coroner’s Court,

The Poplar Mortuary is situated in Poplar High Street adjoining the Coroner’s
Court. Itis fitted with modern refrigerating plant which will hold fifteen bodies
and it has a well equipped postmortem room. In addition there is a viewing room,

a waiting room and accommodation for the use of the pathologists and clerks.

= 261



Arrangements were made for the joint use of Poplar Mortuary by the three
boroughs of Bethnal Green, Poplar and Shoreditch, whereby the Poplar Mortuary
situated in Poplar High Street was to be used as the main mortuary for the three
boroughs, the Bethnal Green Mortuary being maintained as a reserve in case of
emergency. The cost of the service is shared between the three boroughs. The
arrangements, which were approved by the London County Council, came into operation
on 11th August, 1954.

The total number of bodies received during 1954 was 884. (Residents 308,
non-residents 576). Post-mortem examinations were made in all cases and inquests
were held in 117 cases,

Swimming Baths and Wash-houses.

The following bathing establishments are maintained by the Council under
the supervision of the Chief Baths Superintendent: -

Poplar Baths ... ot Vapour, Foam, and Slipper Baths, Swimming Pools.

Bow Baths .. iNe g Slipper Baths and Laundry.

Island Baths ... ... Slipper Baths and Laundry.

Wick Lane Baths .. ... Slipper Baths and Laundry,

Watts Grove Baths «+» Slipper Baths and Laundry.

Sophia Street Baths ... Laundry only.,

=27-



Public Cleansing.
The arrangements for collection, removal and disposal of refuse are under
the control of the Borough Engineer and Surveyor, who has supplied the following

information: -

Refuse. During the year 24,479 tons of house, trade, street, gully, market
and kitchen refuse were collected and disposed of at the controlled tip. In
addition 17,485 tons of refuse from a neighbouring borough were also dealt
with at the Council’'s Refuse Disposal Depot.

Street Cleansing. Two mechanical sweeper-collector machines work in con-
junction with the manual sweepers, and as required 3 watering machines are
used for street watering.

Gully cleansing. Four gully emptying machines have carriedout 9,806 cleans-

ings of the gullies during the year.



SECIJTON C

HOUSING

Details of new housing accommodation completed in the Borough during 1954

are as follows: -

Poplar Borough Council .. «s 243 dwellings
London County Council -

Coventry Cross Estate . e 53 dwellings
Levons Estate .5 . - 23 dwellings

The number of families living in property owned or managed by the Borough

Counecil at 31st December, 1954, was as follows: -

Type of dwelling No. of Lettings
Pre-war Council houses and flats .. .. » 1,072
Temporary bungalows .. it 118 e )y " 530
0ld properties in Compulsory Purchase Areas .. 26
Requisitioned Properties ... .. h . - 1,219
TEHIDDTE-IT hutﬂlﬂﬂt-ﬂ' - - - - L L -w 3'?
TOTAL PROPERTIES .. e 3, 837
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Certificates of Disrepair
Increase of Rent and Mortgage Interest (Restrictions) Act, 1920
Certificates of Disrepair issued between 1st January and 28th August, 1954

No. of applications Number Number No. of applications Number Number

for certificates granted | refused for revocation of granted | refused
certificates

23 23 = 20 20 o

Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954

Certificates of Disrepair issued between 30th August and 31st December, 1954

-0Er

No. of applications | Number Number No. of applications Number Number

for revocation of
for certificates granted | refused Ty py g e granted | refused

(a) Dwelling houses which have been
the subject of a notice of
repairs increese of rent under
Part II of the 1854 Act . 107 107 e ] 6 ==

(b) Dwelling houses which have not
been the subject of a notice ]
of repairs increas® of rent
under the 1954 Act but in
respect of which permitted
increases of remnt are recover-
able under Section 2(1)(e)
and (d) of the Increase of
Rent and Mortgage Interest
(Restrictions) Act, 1920 - T 7 - 12 8 4

* Including applications for revocation of sanitary certificates issued under the pre-1954 Act procedure but still in
force at 30th August, 1954,




Overcrowding (Housing Act, 1936).
Particulars of overcrowding and abatement of cases of overcrowding in the
Borough during the year are as follows: -

Number of cases reported during the year .. .. .. .. 40
Number of cases of overcrowding relieved during the year:

Rehoused by London County Council . o4 Rk & e 9
Rehoused by Poplar Borough Council o By T 23
Number of persons concerned in cases rehoused .. s ah 150

Closing Orders (Public Health (Londom) Act, 1936).

No Closing Orders were made under this Act during the year. Two Closing Orders
which had been made previously were revoked, the necessary works having been
carried out.

Closing Orders (Housing Act, 1936).

Considerable difficulty is encountered in dealing with underground rooms
which do not in all respects comply with the underground room regulations made by
the Council.

In the great majority of cases the rooms are defective in one or more respects
such as the absence of site concrete and yet in many cases the rooms provide
pleasant living accommodation which is often preferred by the occupants to rooms

in the same house on the floor above. Almost invariably there is a certain amount
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of dampness but whilst the rooms are in use this may be confined to a mere dis-
colouration of a portion of the wallpaper and it does not have in itself any
-apprecia.ble effect on the health of the tenants. Once the rooms are closed the
ventilation is reduced and the dampness becomes much more serious, dirt and rubbish
accumulates, the areas adjoining the underground rooms are neglected and the gullies
become choked with leaves and rubbish; the general condition of the house is often
far worse from a health point of view than when the underground rooms were in
occupation.

It has therefore been the practice to recommend that the Council should make
closing orders in respect of underground rooms only when there are serious defects
which cannot be remedied at reasonable cost and to disregard technical breaches of
the underground rooms regulations so long as the health and welfare of the occupants
is unlikely to be affected unless and until the house can be dealt with as a whole,
Consequently the small number of cases in which closing orders have been ma.d; in
respect of underground rooms as shown in the summary which follows does not give

any real indication of the problem in the Borough.
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Ho using Statistics.

1.

Inspection of dwelling houses during the year: -

() raj
(b)
(2) (a)

(b)

(3)

(4)

Remedy of
formal

Total number of dwelling houses inspected
for housing defects (under Public Health
or Housing Acts) S ! .. i ik

Number of inspections made for the purpose .. o

Number of dwelling houses (included under

subhead (1) above) which were inspected

and recorded under the Housing Consolidated
Regulations, 1925 . e .e A s

Number of inspections made for the purpose .. "

Number of dwelling houses found to be in a
state so dangerous or injurious to health
as to be unfit for human habitation . 1% g4

Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of

those referred to under the preceding

subhead) found not to be in all respects
reasonably fit for human habitation . . .

defects during the year without service of
notice: -

Number of defective dwelling houses rendered
fit in consequence of informal action by
the Local Authority or their officers s a

3,129
11,419

100
100

13

2,138

1,396

( continued)



(a)

(b)

(e)

(d)

(e)

Action under Statutory Powers during the year:-

Proceedings under Public Health Acts:

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices were
served requiring defects to be remedied " . .t

(2) Number of dwelling houses in which defects were remedied
after service of formal notice:-
(a) By owners . g ale i .. .e e
(b) By Local Authority in default of owners o ik

Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing Act 1936: -
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices were
served requiring repairs i .o . .n -

(2) Number of dwelling houses which were rendered fit after
service of formal notices: -
(a) By owners , e = il b g e
(b) By Local Authority in default of owners . sl

Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing Act 1936: -
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which Demolition
Orders were made . 2 A o i i n oy

(2) Number of dwelling houses demolished in pursuance of
Dﬂmﬂlitiﬂﬂ ﬂrders W - LI L] Ll LR

Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing Act 1936: -
(1) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms in respect
of which Closing Orders were made % &3 Vi 35

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms in respect
of which Closing Orders were determined, the tenement or
room having been rendered fit .. i y= .n .5

Proceedings under Section 25 of the Housing Act 1936: -
(1) Number of dwelling houses included in Clearance Areas e

(2) Number of dwelling houses demolished as a result of
Clearance Area procedure .k ok e . bk

Miscellaneous visits and inspections (not included above) made
by the Housing Inspector during the year .. “h b e

5

T42

746

11

31

13

129



S BECTT O N D
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

The promotion of improved standards of food hygiene continues to engage the
attention of the department. In addition to discussions on the subject in shops,
factories, etc., addresses have been given at meetings of local trade and other
organisations.

Improvements have been made in many directions but without doubt one of the
greatest problems lies in the retail market areas where street trading ispermitted.

Without discussing, in a general sense, the merits or demerits of street
trading the sale of food from stalls in the open air is extremely undesirable,
particularly so in street markets which are invariably dusty and untidy places as
the result of the processes carried on by stall holders, such as the sifting of
potatoes, trimming of greenstuffs, and the gutting of fish, together with the
practice of depositing refuse in the roadway.

Many of the stalls occupied by street traders are hired and are generally of
the most primitive type. Even in those cases where canvas screens are fitted the
temptaetion to raise them for the purpose of display frequently proves irresistible.

Competition with the stallholder induces adjacent shopkeepers to extend the
display of foods by opening shopfronts, a procedure which is followed by proffering
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foods for sale on the footway and, in face of the challenge from the roadway, it
becomes difficult to dissuade the shopkeepers from such practices.

The practice of many shopkeepers renting the stall position outside their
shops appears to arise more from a desire to protect themselves from outside
competition than any other reason, since most of them agree that street trading
in food is basically wrong and many have expressed their willingness to withdraw
their stalls if their competitors would do likewise,

It is difficult to see what hardship could be caused to anyone if the trading
in foodstuffs from streets was either prohibited or strictly limited; the Saturday
afternoon search along the stalls for a bargain in nylons or calceolarias may
provide a certain amount of enjoyment but tl:ie hawking of foodstuffs is dangerous,

vulgar and unnecessary.

Food Premises.

The number of food premises in the area by type of business is as follows: -

Manufacturing premises 41.
(Confectionery T; Flour millers 3; Edible oils 2; Ice cream 2; Win e

blenders 2: Nut roasters 2:; Grocery 3; Pickles 3; Spice grinders 1; Milk
pasteurising 1; Food dehydration 1; Meat products 6; Mineral waters 1; Sugar
refiners 2: Bakers 3; Essences 1; Sausage Rusk 1).

This list does not include places where food is manufactured principally for
retail sale on the premises.
Wharves 27.

Cold stores 2



Wholesale premises 26
(Grocers 16, Banana ripeners 4, Confectioners 4; Biscuits 2).

Retail premises 1,041

(Grocers 197; Confectioners 114; Restaurants 139; Industrial canteens 101;
Non-industrial canteens 30; School meals centres 25; Public houses 175;
0ff-licences 25; Continental butchers 1; Bakers 37; Fishmongers 43,
Herbalists 1; Greengrocers 64; Butchers 61; Chemists 14; Miscellaneous 14).
Street market stalls 130
Slaughterhouses 3
Registered premises.

Food & Drugs Act, 1938, Section 14.

(a) Ice cream; Manufacture and sale 20

Sale and storage 165

(Note - in addition to the premises referred to above ice cream is also sold
from 37 premises exempt from registration, i.e. Restaurants, Cinemas, etc.).

(b) Sausages and preserved, etc., foods 52

Food & Drugs Act, 1938, Section 34.
Wholesale Dealers in Margarine 8

Butter factories 2
(Note - no butter blending took place at either of these premises during the

year).
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Milk & Dairies Regulations 1949.
Dairies . .e .o . .. ]
Milk Distributors: Inside the Borough .. 141
Outside the Borough .. 26
Inspection of Food Premises.

The following is a detailed summary showing the types of premises inspected

during the year:-

Number of

Inspections
Bakers .. > 59 . . “» 5
Dairies .. wh .o . .e - 101
Milk Distributors e i .» .» 165
Restaurants i n ! s .o 344
Industrial catering establishments .. .o 82
Other catering establishments . .s .t 36
Fish shops, fryers and curers . .n .e it
Stalls and itinerant vendors .. .t .a 13
Market inspections A .k . 5k 71
Ice cream premises .e . . s 140
Wharves .. . .» on .o .o 109
Butchers . .s .s .o .s .o 177
Registered food manufacturers . o & 62
Other food premises .. A g ™ 686
TOTAL INSPECTIONS .. 4t 2,105

Unsatisfactory conditions, warranting formal action, were found at 17 premises.
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Food sampling.

A total of 681 samplesof food were procured during the year by the Council’s
Food Inspector. Of these, 563 were submitted to the Public Analyst for chemical
examination, the remaining 118 bein_g sent to the Public Health Lsboratory Service
for biochemical or bacteriological report.

Samples examined by the Public Analyst included a comprehensive variety of
food. 79 samples were acquired formally and 484 informally. A total of 24 samples
(4.3 per cent) were found to be adulterated. Detailsof the unsatisfactory samples
and the action taken are shown in Table VI, on pages 40 and 41.

During the year twenty-eight samples of sausages were purchased from different
manufacturers, thé makers in most cases being butchers. The meat content of pork
sausages varied from 57.1 to 73.9 per cent, with anaverage of 66 per cent. Prices
varied from 1/10d. to 2/8d.per 1b. with an average of 2/5d.per 1lb, In the case of
beef sausages the meat content varied from 43.8 to 75.1 per cent with an average
of 60 per cent. Prices were from 1/6d. to 2/0d.per 1b. with an average of 1/11d.per

1b, One sample of Kosher beef sausage was charged at 4/- per lb.

The Ministry of Food drew attention to the possible use by certain orange
growers of thioureaasa fungicide and stated that its use isopen to objection
on the grounds of toxicity.

Appropriate action was taken at the wharves and factories in the Borough and
in addition samples were purchased of fresh oranges and products containing oranges

such as essences and marmalade, No thiourea was found.



T

TABLE ¥YI

Sample No. ARTICLE RESULT OF ANALYSIS ACTION
0 = Coconut Ice Coconut rancid. Free fatty scid 10.8%- Remaining stock destroyed.
A Milk Contained 13§ added water. Legal proceedings instituted.
Condi tional discharge upon
payment of £5 &s8. ocosts.
92 * | Curry Powder Contained 10 parts per million of lead Porsal sasple taken, no. 110.
in excess of amount permitted.
100 Milk Contained 8% ndded water. Latter to vendor.
110 Curry powder Contained & parts per million of lead Letter to producer.
in excess of amount permitted.
111 Téaa Contained an excessive amount of sand Legal proceadings instituoted.
together with other extraneous satter. | Penalty £20. Costs £5 Ts.
12 * Butter Mizture Contained mo batter-fat. Foraal sample taken, no. 131.
{eonfactionery)
131 Butter MiXtare Contained po batter-fat. Letter to manafacturers.
(monfectionery)
i6g = Shredded Beef Suet Deficient in fat to the extent of 2.5% Formal saeple taken, no. 174.
164 = | Kosher & Vegetariam Contained i.i% of water in excess of Formal sample taken. (Génuine).
argarine the legal 1limit.
174 Shredded Beef Buet Deficient in fat to the extent of 2, 5%. Letter to manufacturer.
228 * | Margarine Contained 0, 2% of water im excess of Foreal sasple taken. {Genaine).
the legal limit.
30 = | Tinned crennm Deficient in milk fat to the extent of Formal sample taken. (Oenuine).
0. 8%
324 = Pillets of Anchovies | Contained an excessive amount of lead, Formal smaple taken. (Genuine).
in pure 0live 01l namely 11 parta per million.
344 - Canned Sterilised peficient in milk fat to the extent Formal ssaple taken, no.354.
s of 1.9%. )
aha Canned Sterilisoed D:I‘lg-lm in milk fat to the extent Letter to importer,

458 *
460 *
480 *
271 *
5&a =
S5dd *
b2 =
563 *

A7 v am o

Fork sausages

Pork spusnges

Beef sausages

Buttersd Brazils

Alpond Paste

Prunes in ayfap
{canned)

Prunes in S¥rup
{eannaed)

Prunes im syrup
(canned)

Contained salphur dioxide preserva-
tive the presence of which was not
declared on the label.

Contaiped sulphar dioxide preserve-
tive the presence of which was not
dezlared on the label.

Contained sulphur dioxide preserva-
tive the presence of which was not
declared on the label.

paficient in butter-fat to the
axtent of 0.7%-

Incorrectly labelled. The ingred-
{ents were shown as: Almonds, sugar,
and glucose. They should have been:
Sugar, alsonds and glucose. The
ingredients present im the greatest
proportion should appear first on
the labal.

contained an excessive amount of tim,
namely 2,2 grains per pound.
contained an excessive amount of tim.
nemely 2.9 grains per pound.

Contained an excessive amount of tin,
namely 2.2 graims per pound.

Latter to vendor

Latter to vendor.

Letter to vendor.

Letter to manufacturer.

Letter to manufacturer.

Letter to producer.

Letter to producer.

Letter to producer.

i* informal sasple)



Unsound food.

The Council’'s Food Inspector is called upon to pass judgment of fitness on
great quantities of food. Frequently large and valuable stocks are involved.

Among special lots of food examined during the year were the following: -

Corned Beef . e . .« ( 54,600 1lbs.) All condemned. 5,654 1lbs.
(Public Health (Imported Food) destroyed. Remainder released
Regulations). for animal feeding.
Glucose =5 . . .+ (100,602 1bs.) 22,200 1lbs. condemned and
(Public Health (Imported Food) released for refining.
Regulations).
Tamarinos. Wharf stock. .. «+ (112,000 1bs.) Not condemned, Fumigated.
Turkish Delight .. e «+ ( 1,120 1bs.) All condemned and destroyed.
Wholesaler's stock ’o "
Chocolate, After fire at Manu-
facturer's , .o .s «.« ( 1,645 1lbs.) All condemned and destroyed.
Mixed Confectionery. After fire at
retailers .. i " s Wl 560 1bs.) All condemned and destroyed.
Canned Ham., Wholesaler's stock .. ( 1,488 1lbs.) All condemned and destroyed.
Canned Fruit. Wharf stock . .. ( 3,210 1bs.) All condemned and destroyed.
Tomato Puree. Wharf stock . .« ( 1,080 1bs.) All condemned and destroyed.
Tomato Puree, Wharf stock . A 920 1bs.) All condemned and destroyed,

The following is a summary of foods condemned as being unfit for human

consumption: -

Fresh foods Canned foods
Meat and offal .. s 1,758 lbs. 55,783 lbs,
Meat products ... b 4 lbs. 919 lbs.
Ham . -3 . 184 lbs. 2,826 lbs.
Confectionery .. B4 3,325 lbs. -
Cheese ,. 5 . 300 lbs. -
Pish .. 3 o 86 lbs. 32 1bs.
{continued)

-49-



Foods condemned (continued)

Fresh foods Canned foods

e — P ———

Milk A h ik - 891 lbs.
Chutney and pickles .. 3,584 lbs, -
Fruit juice r e - 1,020 1lbs.
Bacon - A= i 126 lbs., -
Cereals . i i 76 lbs. -
Biscuits . he . 269 lbs. -
Margarine .o ok 168 lbs. -
Sugar .. .s = 56 lbs., -
Glucose ,, 34 ok 22,200 lbs, -
Vegetables ia SE 77 lbs. 1,250 lbs.
Pruit .. i e 94 lbs. 15,978 lbs.
Other foods e Vb 42 lbs. 118 lbs.

This summary differentiates only between canned food and others; foods
preserved by salt, sugar, dehydration, etc., being included under the heading

"Fresh Foods".
Disposal of Unsound Food.

The bulk of the food condemned as being unfit for human consumption is
removed from the premises concerned by the Borough Engineer’s refuse disposal
service, When suitable for animal feeding the food is collected and included
with kitchen waste. Unsuitably packed and totally unfit foods are removed as
trade refuse and the cost of removal is charged to the owners in accordance with

the Council’s fixed scale of charges,

In special cases, where large quantities of food are condemned, arrangements
are made under suitable guarantees from the owners, for the foods to be utilised
for animal feeding or non-edible industrial purposes such as soap, starch, or

manure making,



Milk Supply.

All domestic supplies of milk are sold in sealed bottles or cartons bearing
a designation. Except for very small quantities of raw Tuberculin Tested milk
from Attested herds, all milk is heat treated.

The Minister of Food appointed the 1st October, 1954, as the date from which
it was to be compulsory to use caps and covers overlapping the lips of containers
of pasteurised milk. From the same date milk pasteurisers were required to put
milk which was pasteurised into the containers in which it is to be delivered to
the consumer at the premises at which it is pasteurised. Thus the practice carried
out by some dairymen of purchasing pasteurised milk in bulk and bottling it on
their own premises is now prohibited.

Local dairymen had prepared themselves for the operation of this regulation
and the change was made without iﬁcnnvenieuce.

Although a large number of shop keepers are registered to sell milk, the
greater proportion of milk supplied to domestic consumers is delivered to the
door through seventeen of the registered distributors.

Two dairies in the Borough pasteurise over 189,000 gallons of milk per week;
in the same period over three-quarters of a million bottles are filled. Milk
produced from these dairies is distributed over some thirty to forty districts
in the Greater London area. One of the dairies was sold during the year and the
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purchasers have discontinued pasteurising milk at the Poplar premises, using them
instead as a distribution centre for milk received in bottles and sealed churms.
The Council is responsible for licensing and supervising thepasteurising process.

Samples of milk have been taken from dairies, shops and deliverymen for the
purpose of checking quality, purity and bacteriological cleanliness. Samples
were also taken on delivery from supplies to schools.

puring the year 266 inspections were made of dairies and other premises
from which milk is distributed. Conditions on the whole were found to be satis-
factory.

Registration and Licensing. For details of registration of dairies and
distributors see page 38.

Licenses issued under the Milk (Special Designation) (Pasteurised and Steril-

ised Milk) Regulations, 1949, and Milk (Special Designation) (Raw Milk) Regulations,

1949:; -
Sterilised Pasteurised Tuberculin tested
Deal e‘m LN - . 139 54 E
Supplementary . 26 21 20
Pasteurisers . e - 2 -

Milk sampling. A total of 73 samples of milk (70 formal, 3 informal) were
submitted to the Public Analyst for chemical examination. Two samples were un-

satisfactory.
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Satisfactory reports were received on 74 samples of designated milk (54
pasteurised; 11 tuberculin tested pasteurised: 2 tuberculin tested; and 7 steri-
lised) submitted to the Phosphatase, Methylene Blue and Turbidity tests as appro-
priate.

Milk delivered toSchools and other London County Council Establishments. of
the 49 samples of milk taken on delivery at London County Council Establishments,
24 were submitted for chemical and 25 for bacteriological examination. All samples
were reported to be satisfactory.

Oxidising Agents. The Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949, provide for the
use of certain cleansing agents for milk containers and plant. All these products
are required to contain a small percentage of sodium chlorate to act as a detector
of the efficiency of subsequent rinsing.

Ice cream.

Close supervision is exercised in connection with the manufacture, sale and
storage of ice cream. Premises, plant and refrigerators were kept under constant
observation. Full and free consultation has taken place between manufacturers
and the Council’s Food Inspector on problems of production.

Inspections are made of the vehicles used by itinerant vendors; vehicles
have been stopped, stocks inspected, temperatureof containers checked and samples

taken.,



A total of 68 samples were taken during the year, Of these 35 were submitted
to the Public Health Laboratory for examination by the Methylene Blue test. The
samples were graded as follows: -

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4
24 6 4 1

Samples falling into the lower grades were in each case isolated.

The remaining 33 samples were examined by the Public Analyst under the Food
Standards (Ice Cream) Order, 1951. All samples were reported to be satisfactory
and in most cases the quality was found to be far higher than the standards
prescribed in the regulations.

Imported Food.

The Council is a specially appointed Authority under the Public Health
(Imported Food) Regulations, 1937. Inspections are made of direct landings of
imported foodstuffs at the Sufferance Wharves in the Borough. No prohibited meat
may be imported into the country for sale for human consumption and no meat or
meat products may be imported without an official certificate of inspection
issued by the Country of Origin, and approved by the British Government.

Detention notices were served under the Public Health (Imported Food) Regu-

lations on 5 occasions, 4 in respect of fon;i found to be unfit for human con -

sumption and 1 in connection with & meat product without an official certificate.
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Foeds for Export.

In order to satisfy the Authorities of importing countries overseas it is
necessary for the exporter to obtain a certificateofpurity signed by the Medical
Officer of Health for the district from which the food is shipped. During the
period covered by this report 39 inspections were made of foods exported from
the district; 140 certificates of purity were issued.

Inspection of Meat in Slaughterhouses.

With the end of meat rationing in July the Minister of Food ceased to be
responsible for the slaughter of animals and private slaughtering was permitted
to recommence, Slaughtering has taken place in one only of the three slaughter-
houses licensed in the Borough and this was of the nature of an experiment. A
number of problems, chiefly economic, appear to be hampering the small butcher
who wishes to kill solely for the purpose of his own trade.

Carcasses inspected: 6 sheep. Condemnations: 2 pairs lungs.
Food Poisoning.

Nineteen casesof food poisoning were notified during the year. Investigations

failed to establish a specific cause in any of these cases.



aEL T 1ION._F
INFECTIOUS DISEASES

The total number of corrected notifications of infectious disease during
1954 was 494 which was considerably less than the figure for the previous year
and mainly due to the reduction in the number of cases of measles which were
notified,

Diphtheria.

One case of diphtheria was notified during the year. The diagnosis was
confirmed clinically but not bacteriologically and on investigation it was not
possible to trace the source of infection,

This was the only case of diphtheria confirmed in the Borough for three
years and there is no doubt that this result has been achieved by the success of
the immunisation campaign. There is however a tendency amongst members of the
public to regard immunisation as of less importance now that cases of diphtheria
are rare and it cannot be too strongly stressed that if a new generation grows
up which has not been protected either by immunisation or as in the bad old days
by actually contracting the disease there is a real danger of an epidemic of the
proportions experienced in May 1934 when there were 650 cases in the Borough
which caused 22 deaths and a very considerable amount of pain and suffering.
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Immunisation is regularly carried out by the London County Council at Welfare
Centres and at the schools and some immunisation is done by general practitioners
but this cannot be successful without the co-operation of the public.

Smallpox.

No cases of smallpox occurred in the Borough during 1954 but there was one
incident which may be of interest.

On 10th February 1954 apatient was removed by ambulance to a general hospital
in another Borough. On the 12th February the patient was diagnosed as suffering
from smallpox and was removed to a smallpox hospital. Information was received
that another patient had been transferred in the same ambulance on 10th February
to a hospital in this Borough and had been admitted to a general ward. The hospital
was visited immediately and the patient who had been carried in the ambulance,
members of the medical and nursing staff and other patients who might have been
in contact with infectious material were vaccinated.

After some days it was found that the diagnosis of smallpox in the original
case was not correct and as a consequence no other cases arose but the very full
co-operation of the hospital staff and of the officers of other authorities and
bodies in checking what might well have been a serious outbreak is very much

appreciated.
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Poliomyelitis.

Two cases of non-paralytic poliomyelitis were notified during the year but
neither of these cases was confirmed. There were no deaths from this disease.
Measles.

During 1954 the number of cases of measles notified was 40 as compared with
780 in 1953 and 808 in 1952.

Whooping Cough.

There were 101 cases of whooping cough notified and of these 66% occurred in
children below 5 years of age and 9% in children below 1 year.
Tuberculosis.

The following table shows the age and sex incidence of the cases notified.

TABLE VII
TUBERCULOSIS - PRIMARY NOTIFICATIONS

0- 1- 2- 5- 10- 15- 20- 25- 35- 45- 55- 65- 75~ qopy
§yIS.yrS.yrs, yrs, yrs.yrs, yrs. yrs. yrs. yrs. yrs. yrs. yrs.

Respiratory males cos =W LA RS R SR SO R ae . SED SR SRR 40
Respiratory females ... SR G -0 R SRS B B Bl BNE Sl 22
Non-respiratory males . Rt | e R L R B e« <L ViR 4
Non-respiratory females 2wl e RUEE L JaEL R = e R . 5



In addition, 40 other cases were added to the register as a result of in-
formation received from the following sources: -
Local death retums .. . . .o 6
: Transfers from other areas ., o .a 34
During the year 13 deaths were certified as being due to tuberculosis.
The number of cases remaining on the register at 31st December, 1954, after

adjustment in respect of deaths and transfers, was as follows: -

Pulmonary Non-pulmonary TOTAL

Males -5 403 69 472
Females .. 269 53 322
TOTAL X 672 122 794



e.g_

TABLE

VIII

INFECTIOUS DISEASE

gorrrected Hotiflicautions Removed
DISEASE 0- 1- 3- 5= 15- | 25- | 45- | 65- | TOTAL to

¥yrs yrs yrs yrs ¥rs ¥rs yrs yrs Hospital
Diphtheria - we - - 1 - - & - - 1 -1
Dysentery £ s 6 12 6 23 5 14 7 2 75 a7
Erysipelas 5 s = - = = = 2 3 - 5 1
Malaria .. - . = - - = 2 - - - 2 2
Measles .. Fod " 3 10 13 14 - - = - 40 1
Meningococcal Infection 2 1 - - - = 1 - 4 4
Pneumonia = 5 1 3 L] 3 11 16 10 55 9
Puerperal Pyrexia . = = - - 11 8 = - 19 19
Scabies .. — o - - 2 8 2 5 2 - 19 -
Scarlet Fever .. A - 5 22 31 2 - = . &0 7
Whooping Cough .. . 9 26 31 34 - 1 - - 101 17
Zymotic Enteritis b 21 11 15 | - - r - - 43 10
Tuberculosis, pulmonary - 3 1 2 13 20 22 1 62 -
Tuberculosis, other forms - - 1 2 1 2 1 1 8 =
TOTALS 46 69 91 120 a9 63 52 14 494 98




RE L LI ON. T

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA

Laboratory Facilities.

During the first part of the year all bacteriological examinations for the
Public Health Department were carried out by the Public Health Laboratory Service
at the Laboratories at the County Hall, S.E.1. The service is also utilised by
the general practitioners in the borough.

Ambulance Facilities.

The provision of ambulance transport within the administrative County of
London is the responsibility of the London County Council.

Hospitals.

There are three hospitals in the Borough - St. Andrew’s, St. Clement’ s and
Poplar Hospital.

These hospitals, together with the Poplar Chest Clinic, Wellington Way, E.3.,
which continued to operate during the year, are under the control of the North
East Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board.
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Personal Health Services.

The following information and statistics relating to the operation of the
Personal Health Services in this Borough during the year have beenkindly furnished
by the Divisional Medical Officer (Dr. G. 0. Mitchell),Division 5, London County
Council, 273, Bancroft Road, E. 1.

Treatment Centres and Clinics.

Ruston Street, E.3. 54, West Ferry Road, E.14.

Wellington Way, E.3. 69, East India Dock Road, E.14.

154, Poplar High Street, E.14. Newmill House, Coventry Cross, E.3.
Statistics.

Infant Welfare Centres.

Total number of children who first attended during the year
and who on the date of their first attendance were: -

Under 1 year of age i 1194
1 - 5 years of age o 308

Total number of children who attended during the year and
who were born in:-

1954 .o .o .o 1024

1953 . . - B87

1952"’49 - - - 1715‘
Total attendances by children: -

Under 1 year of age -3 16570

1 - 5 years of age b 10513
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Ante Natal and Post Natal Clinics.

Ante Natal consultations: Number of women who attended for

the first time .. e 4 . 475
Number of women who attended .. o 590
Total attendances . i e e 3475
Post Natal consultations: Number of women who attended .. o 70
Health Visitors.
Number of infants under 1 year of age visited for first time - 1255
Total visits to infants under 1 year of age . s aid . 9968
Total visits to children aged 1 year but under 2 years .. i 6211
Total visits to children aged 2 years but under 5 years .. i 16191
Number of expectant mothers visited .. i ik AL o 520
Total visits to expectant mothers .. fr? P o . 1530
Infant Life Protection.
Number on register at 1st January, 1954: Foster mothers .. s 14
Foster children .. i 10
Number on register at 31st December,1954: Foster mothers .. Fos 11
Foster children .. i 9

Child Minders (Daily Guardians).

Number of Daily Guardians:; Statutory . i ik e % -
Voluntary . = A b P B6

Number of children minded: Statutory . .e 2 o - -
Voluntary . e = i P 51

Care of premature infants.

Number of premature births during the year .. “h b “h 112
Number of deaths under 1 month . b g il " s 18



Diphtheria Immunisation.

Number of children who completed a full course of primary
immunisation:

Under 5 years of age . 5 b 3%
5 - 14 years of age e e s i

Number of children who were given a secondary or re-inforcing
injection i e . 2 . 5 .t

Vaccination.
Number of children successfully vaccinated or revaccinated
Domestic Help Service,

Domestic Help was provided as follows: Maternity cases ..

T.B. cases . i
Aged and infirmm cases
Other = i

LI

1174
310

1414

428

34

874
29






