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To THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS
OF THE METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF POPLAR.

MRg. MAYOR, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit the Annual Report for the year 1949.
Dr. C. PorTerR continued to act as Medical Officer of Health until 1
commenced duty in June.

General Standard of Health.

The general standard of health of the inhabitants of the Borough
may be regarded as satisfactory. The total number of notifications of
compulsorily notifiable disease did however show an increase as compared
with the previous year, the increase in the main being attributable to
Measles and Whooping Cough. Eleven cases of Acute Poliomyelitis
Eferc notified during the year. No deaths occurred as a result of this

isease.

Fital Sratistics.

The Birth Rate for the year is 18.3 per 1,000 estimated population,
that of the previous year being 21.0 and that of the country as a whole
16.7.

The Infantile Mortality Rate is 36.7, the rate for England and Wales
being 32.

The Recorded Death Rate for the Borough is 12.8 per 1,000 estimated
population, that for England and Wales 11.7, the slight increase over the
previous year being attributable to the increase in deaths from diseases
of the circulatory and nervous systems.

Housing.

In collaboration with and at the request of the London County
Council a slum clearance survey was undertaken during the year, under
which details of provisional areas considered suitable to be dealt with
by the respective authorities are set out. Having regard to the acute
housing shortage in Poplar it is essential that expeditious action be taken
to relieve the distress that this shortage is causing within the Borough.
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Food Hygiene.

The Department’s officers continued throughout the year their
efforts to improve the standard of cleanliness and personal hygiene in
premises and persons associated with the manufacture, distribution and
storage of food. A letter was addressed to the occupiers of all food
premises within the Borough drawing attention to the need for improved
standards of hygiene and inviting co-operation in the Council’s efforts

to secure this objective.

Rodent Control.

The Rodent Control Scheme operated successfully during the year.
Sewer Maintenance Treatments in accordance with the conditions laid
down by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries were also carried out.

May I utilise this occasion to express my appreciation of the con-
sideration shown by the Council in all matters affecting the public health
of the Borough, to my brother officers for their co-operation and to the
entire staff of the Public Health Department for their assistance to me.

I have the honour to be,
Mr, Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your Obedient Servant,

W. T. DONOVAN,
Medical Officer of Health,

July, 1950.






EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR.

Males Females

Live Births: Legitimate . 643
Hlegitimate e s S

Rate per 1,000 estimated resident population

Stillbirths: Legitimate 14
Hlegitimate o i ke 4

Rate per 1,000 total (live and still) births

Deaths P
Death rate per 1,000 estimated resident population :
Recorded ...
Standardised
Deaths of Infants under one year of age:
Legitimate i otk Ry L
Illegitimate 4

Death rate of Infants under one year of age:
All infants per 1,000 live births ...

Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live births
Illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births

663

26

14

432

20

Total
1,306
56

18-3

28
3

22°3
957

12-8
146

45

367

34:5
89-3



TABLE L

CAUSES OF DEATH.

Causes oF DEATH MALE FEMALE
|

1. Typhoid and Paratyphoid fevers ... — —
2. Cerebro-spinal fever 1 1
3. Scarlet fever - —
4. Whooping cough TSR R L I -
5. Diphtheria - —
6. Tuberculosis of respiratory system e | 3z 11
7. Other forms of tuberculosis -- 2
8. Syphilitic diseases ... 4 2
9. Influenza ... 4 2
10. Measles | —
11. Acute Pu]mmyclzus‘ and Pﬂlmmphalms - —
12. Acute infective encephalitis o 1 -
13, Cancer of buccal cavity and nesupha.gus {MJI. ul:rus I.F,l I 9 2
14, Cancer of stomach and duodenum 19 11
15. Cancer of breast ... v | — 4
16. Cancer of all other sites ... 66 _ 51
DD R T e g 18 1
18. Intracranial vascular lesions 34 | 52
19. Heart disease 2 129 136
20. Other diseases of circulatory system 28 32
21. Bronchitis ... 64 36
22, Pneumonia .. b i | 19 14
23, {}u:rrﬁpnralory dnseam e 7 | 3
24. Uleer of stomach or duodenum Zonii] 16 | 6
25, Diarrhoea under 2 years ... | 3 2
26. Appendicitis ] 2 -
27. Other digestive diseases ... B 3
28. Nephritis ... P - 3 7
29, Puerperal and post abortive sepsis bis i — r=
30. Other maternal causes ... — 4
3l. Premature birth ... y - 4 2

32. Congenital malformation, hlnh injurics, mfanuh
diseases 15 14
33. Suicide 6 2
34. Road traffic am:ldcnts 2 2
35. Other violent causes e e o 16 6
36. All other causes ... k]| 24
525 432

957

v Y -




TABLE IL

BIRTH RATES, CIVILIAN DEATH RATES, ANALYSIS OF MORTALITY,
MATERNAL MORTALITY AND CASE RATES FOR CERTAIN INFECTIOUS
DISEASES IN THE YEAR 1949,

(Provisional figures based on Weekly and Quarterly Returns.)

1
148 Smaller

England | 126 C.B.'s | Towns. London
and | and Great | (Resident | Administra-
Wales | Towns inc. | Population | tive County

| London 15,01]9]5‘.:0.
1931)

Rates per 1,000 Civilian Population.

Births :—
Live Births 16-7(a) 18:7 18-0 18-5
Still Births 0-39(a) 0-47 0-40 0-37
Deaths :— |
All causes o 11-Na) | 12-5 11-6 12-2
Typhoid and paratyphmd 0-00 000 000 0-00
Whooping cough 0-01 0-02 001 001
Diiphtheria 0-00 0-00 0-00 000
Tuberculosis ... .. | 045 | 0-52 0-42 0-52
Influenza ol 0-15 015 ! 0-14 0-11
Smallpox i | 000 000 | - -
Acute poliomyelitis and | ;
poliencephalitis ... 0-01 002 I 0-02 | 0-01
Preumonia 0-51 0-56 - 0-49 0-59
Motiflications (corrected)
Typhoid fever ... 001 - 0-01 I 0-01 001
Paratyphoid fever 0-01 I 0-02 | 0-01 0-in
Cerebro-spinal fever ... 002 0-03 0-02 002
Scarlet fever ... 1-63 1-72 1-83 1-46
W ing cough Pl 2:39 244 2:39 1-70
Diphtheria g 0-04 005 004 007
En'stpclas et 0-19 0-20 019 0-17
Smallpox e | 000 0-00 0-00 0-00
Measles 895 891 918 8-54
Prneumonia s i) 0-80 091 0-65 055
Acute poliomyelitis ... 013 013 | 012 0-18
Acute polioencephalitis 0-01 00 0-02 0-01
Food poisoning el 014 | 016 0-14 0-19
| Rates per 1,000 Live Births.
Deaths :— | | |
All cases under | year of i | |
age ... 32b) - 37 | 30 29
Enteritis and diarrhoea. I
under 2 years of age .., | 0 | 38 ' 2-4 1-7

Rates per 1,000 Total (Live and Still) Births.

Notifications (corrected)

Puerperal fever and
pyrexia ki 631 . 814 530 6-82

(a) Rates per 1,000 total population. (b) Per 1,000 related live births.









SECTION B.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR
THE AREA.

1. (a) Staff.

The personnel of the Public Health Department Staff is shown at
the commencement of the Report.

(h) Laboratory Facilities.

The bacteriological work of the department continued to be carried
out by the Seamen’s Hospital Society, Dreadnought Hospital, Greenwich,
to the end of October, 1949, after which date the work was undertaken,
as part of the National Scheme, by the Public Health Laboratory Service
(directed by the Medical Research Council for the Ministry of Health)
at the Laboratories at 134, Denmark Hill, S.E.5.

(¢) Ambulance Facilities.

On the introduction of the National Health Service on Sth July,
1948, the provision of ambulance transport within the administrative
County of London became the responsibility of the London County
Council.

2. Hospitals.

The North-East Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board is responsible
for the administration of the following Hospitals situated in this Borough:

Total bed
complement.*

St. Andrew’s Hospital ...

St. Clement’s Hospital ... 60

Poplar Hospital ... 119

From the 5th July, 1948, the Tuberculosis Dispensary, Wellington

Way, E.3, which was formerly a service provided by the Borough Council,
continued to operate under the control of the North-East Metropolitan
Regional Hospital Board.

3. Personal Health Services.

The following information and statistics relating to the Personal
Health Services, which are now under the control of the Local Health
Authority (the London County Council), in respect of the year 1949 have
been supplied by the Divisional Medical Officer (Division 5) London
County Council.

* These figures are provisional; the full complement of beds not necessarily being
staffed and in use,

T | e



(@) Treatment Centres and Clinics.
Ante-natal:

Ruston Street, E.3 Tues.: am. Wed.: p.m.
Wellington Way, Bow Road, E.3 Mon., Fri.: p.m.

154, Poplar High Street, E.14 ... Tues.: p.m.

54, West Ferry Road, E.14 Mon.: am. Fri.: p.m.

Trinity Hall, Upper North Street,
E.14
Artificial Sunlight:

Thur.: a.m.

Wellington Way, Bow Road., E.3. Tues.: a.m. Thur.: p.m.

154, Poplar High Street, E.14 ... Mon., Wed.: a

Infant Welfare:
Ruston Street, E.3... %

.m.

Thur.: a.m. Thur.: p.m.

Wellington Way, Bow Road, E.3 Wed.: Thur.: p.m.
154, Poplar High Street, E.14 ... Mon.: p.m.
34, West Ferry Road, E.14 Wed.: a.m. and p.m.
Trinity Hall, Upper North Street,

E.14 Wed.: a.m.
All Hallows Hall, Devons Road,

E.3 Tues.: p.m.
St. Michael’'s Hall, Ullin Street,

E.l14 » Mon.: p.m.

Diphtheria Immunisation:
Wellington Way, Bow Road, E.3 Wed.: p.m.

54, West Ferry Road, E.14 Mon.: p.m.
Vaccination:

Wellington Way, Bow Road, E.3 Wed.: p.m.

34, West Ferry Road, E.14 Mon.: p.m.

Whooping Cough Immunisation
Wellington Way, Bow Road, E.3 Wed.: p.m.
54, West Ferry Road, E.14 Mon.: p.m.

(b) Statistics.
(1) Infant Welfare Cenires.
Total No. of children who first attended during the
year and who on the date of their first attendance were
Under 1 year of age ... i
|—S5 years of age ... %
Total number of children who attended and who at the
end of the year were
Under 1 year of age
1-—35 years of age
Total attendances by children
Under 1 year of age ...
1—-5 years of age

(2) Ante-natal and Post-natal Clinics.
Ante-natal consultations:—
No. of women who attended for the first time
No. of women who attended
Total attendances
Post-natal consultations:—
No. of women who attended

s U v,



(3) Dental Clinic.

Expectant

and Nursing

No. of expectant and nursing mothers
treated

No. of cases in which generai anaesthetic
for extractions was adminisiered

No. of teeth extracted

No. of teeth filled ..

No of pre-school children treated

No. of cases in which general anaesthetic
for extraction was administered

No. of temporary teeth extracted

No. of temporary teeth filled

(4) Health Visitors.
No. of infants under one year of age
visited for first time
Total visits to infants under 1 }'ear of age
Total visits to children 1 to 5 years of age
No. of expectant mothers visited
Total visits to expectant mothers

(5) Infant Life Protection.

No. on Register, Ist January, 1949:—
Foster mothers "
Foster children J

No. on Register, 31st December I?‘Iﬂ —
Foster mothers ;
Foster children

(6) Child Minders (Daily Guardmm]
Statutory registrations

Voluntary rcg:stmnons {af E‘:lst Dﬁcember,
1949) ...

(7) Home and Domestic Helps.
Total No. of cases assisted during the
year :—
Maternity
Others

(8) Care of Premature Infants.

No. of premature births during the year
No. of deaths under 1 month ...

(9) Immunisation.

No. of children who completed a full
course of primary immunisation at
ad hoc clinics :—

Under 5 years of age
5-14 years of age . =

No. of children who were given a ‘sccundar:,r

or re-inforcing injection

(Information regarding children fmmumsed
at General Welfare Sessions, Schools and by
General Practitioners is not readily available
on a Borough basis.)

145

38

248

1
151

131
330

1,380
12,505
28,509
760
2,534

b

Lh e

41
265

360

26

Poten-

tial
418

91
603
11



(10) Vaccination.

No. of children successfully vaccinated 194
No. found to be insusceptible to vaccina- )
tion ; Nil.

(These figures exclude cases vaccinated by
General Practitioners, as the figures are com-
piled on a Divisional basis.)

(¢) Supply of Nutrients and Appliances.
Dried Milk and other nutrients have been issued from the Mater-

nity and Child Welfare Centres during the year and also small

appliances such as bandages, belts, teats, etc., for which a charge
has been made.

The Ministry of Food was also responsible during the year for the
issue of National Dried Milk, National Milk Cocoa and Concentrated
Orange Juice in accordance with their recognised scale of charges.

4. Notification of Births.

Arrangements have been in operation during the year whereby
the London County Council has furnished to the Borough Council a
weekly return of births (including still births) which have been
notified to them as the Local Health Authority under the National
Health Service Act, 1946.

During the year 1348 live births (673 male and 675 female) were
?utiﬁied and in addition there were 27 still births (13 male and 14
emale).

These figures represent corrected totals after the addition of
inward transfers and the deletion of outward transfers.

=40



SECTION C.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

1. Water Supply.

All houses in the Borough are provided with a domestic water
supply by the Metropolitan Water Board. No complaints with
regard to the condition of the water were received during the year.

Routine chemical and bacteriological examinations of samples
of the water supplied are made at the Board’s laboratories.

In accordance with the provisions of the Public Health (London)
Act, 1936, 113 water supply certificates were granted during the vear.

2. Drainage and Sewerage.

During the year 64 plans of drainage work to new and existing
buildings were submitted and approved.

Combined Drainage. Drainage work was approved by the
Committee in respect of two premises.

3. Public Cleansing.

The arrangements for collection, removal and disposal of refuse
are under the control of the Borough Engineer and Surveyor who
has supplied the following information.

Refuse. During the year 1949 the amount of House, Trade,
Street, Gully and Market refuse collected and disposed of at the
controlled tip totalled 22,822 tons.

In addition 18,048 tons of refuse from a neighbouring borough
were also dealt with at the Council’s Refuse Disposal Depot.

Street Cleansing. The * beat ™ system is employed and the
whole area of the borough is swept daily.

There are also three mechanical vehicles employed for street
washing and watering purposes.

Gully and Cesspool Cleansing. Four gully emptiers are engaged
for gully and industrial cesspool emptying purposes. During
the year the number of gully cleansings carried out totalled
8,935,

4. Closet Accommodation.

The water carriage system is in operation throughout the Borough.

From time to time, however, a Fair is established in a part of the
Borough and on these occasions the use of Elsan closets at the Fair
Ground is permitted. Routine supervisory visits are made to the
site by the Sanitary Staff.



5. Sanitary Inspection of the Area.

TABLE 1V

INSPECTIONS, INSANITARY CONDITIONS FOUND EXISTING, AND
REINSPECTIONS DURING YEAR 1949.

Total Total*
District | Housing | ToraLs
S S gt | Inspectors | Inspector
Number of Complaints Received ... ... ... 4490 & — 4,490
House-to-House ! 122 — 122
Dwelling Houses | On complaint... 4,460 - 4,460
L After Infec, Dis. | 208 — 208
MiiBer At actories, including factory laundries. 180 — 180
ka!hﬂm. mr:ludm wnrkshup
Inspections | ™42 ndries i 14 - 14
Workplaces el J2 - 32
Outworkers — = ha
\ Stables el 13 — i3
Smoke observations i | 102 — 102
Miscellaneous visits and mspecuuns {ml:ludmg
visits to Inf. Dis. t:umacu. xhonl mspaclmns, |
elc.) : | 2,364 1,106 3,470
Reinspections = : i i 17,535 - 17,535
Premises requiring amendmem | '
fa) chllmg-lwm:s 3.622 —_ 3,622
(b) Other premises ... ... .. .. | 108 — 108
Service of Intimations, etc.: [
Intimations served . i 3,435 —- 3425
Intimations complied with 1,584 — 1,584
Notices served 1,716 — | L1716
MNotices complied with 1,004 — 1,004
Final notices served.. 545 — 545
Final notices m:nplmd with 423 — 423
Summonses applied for ... 36 - 36
Work done, number of instances not in-
cluded above
(a) After Icgal pmmdmgs o s 27
() Voluntarly Sl 35 | —_ 3635
|  Torais
Defects, etc., Found in Dwelling Houses: {Muisances, | Works
Drainage : ete., found completed
Drains defective ... 131 | 131 | 253
Drains obstructed ... - wiic) 298 | 298 il0
Waste pipes defective, etc 176 | 176 219
Rainwater p ﬂpes not disconnected... | 11 11 | 5
W.C.'s and fAlushing apparatus defective . 400 | 400 | 433
Dampness (not due to defects shown els«ewlu:re] 1,323 | 1,323 | 1,081
Water: Supply cut off ... vas | 4 44 73
Dust Receptacies: Insufficient or defective ... i 100 | 100 T3
Miscellaneous: |
Rooms, ete., dirty and/or vcrrninnua 3,195 3,195 2,349
Cases of uverr:ruwdlng 1 T 7 -
Yards, elc., not properly pawz.:l or drained 215 218 185
Roofs defective i 1,816 | 1,816 1,386
Rainwaler pipes and gullers defcﬂnw s 718 738 551
Public House Urinals requiring -:Ieanamg 33 33 21
Other nuisances or defects... ... b = e 5,795
 Defects found in Factories, Workshops, efc.: I '
Sanitary defects o gL | 56 | 56 59
Ww.C. n:mmnmdatmn insufficient or un-
suitable ... NS B | 41 66
Overcrowding | i 13 13
bles: {
Manure receptacles defective, etc. i i | 3 5
~ Accumulations found 2 | 2 2
‘Number of Visits by Assistants (nut included above) ... 14,348

* Housing Inspector also engaged on Inspections, elc., in connection with Slum
Clearance Survey.

1=



Disinfestation of Persons and Clothing.

The following is a summary of the work carried out at the Disinfecting
and Cleansing Station during the year:—

TABLE V.,
i

| Verminous Scabies ! ToraL

Persons: l i
SARN IS Y 2 S i 46 45 91
a1 I G 885 25 | 1,110
Tanie. | M 931 2% | 1,201
Clothing: Articles ... .. .. | 11,337 3438 | 14,775

Disinfection and Verminous Premises.

(a) Disinfection.

Details ol work carried out during the year are shown in the following
table:—

TABLE VI
. f l |
Infectious | Tuber- | Ver- | Miscel-
| Disease culosis minous ! laneous ToTaL
Premises disinfected ... T IR [l s 341
Articles disinfected ... | 1,603 22 | 3 7,133 8,993
Premises visited - — | — — S05

(b) Verminous Premises.

Fourteen premises were inspected and found to be verminous.
In all instances appropriate action was taken.

Rodent Control : Rats and Mice Destruction Act, 1919 (Infestation Order,
1943).

Particulars of the work carried out during the year in connection
with rodent control, in accordance with the methods approved by the
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, are given below :—

(a) Dwelling Houses.

400 complaints of rats or mice relating to 246 premises were
investigated and 2,104 treatments were applied.

17 complaints relating to 19 premises were outstanding and
receiving treatment at the end of the year.

929 inspections and revisits and 2,701 visits to apply treatments
were made by the Rodent Stalff.

In 12 instances infestation was attributed to defective
drains and in 4 instances to defective sewers.

— 2 —



(&) Business and Other Premises (Contributory Scheme).

Number of Contributors: December, 1949 ... 183.

Treatments carried out: 1,489 treatments to the 212 premises
of 187 contributors, plus 23 treat-
ments to 7 Poplar Borough Council
premises.

60,162 prebaits and 8,810 poison baits were laid; 1,725
traps were set, and 610 rat-sticker boards were used.

2,569 visits and reinspections and 7,440 visits to apply treat-
ments were made by the Rodent Staff.

(c) Sewers.

The 11th and 12th Sewer Maintenance Treatments were carried
out in June and December in conjunction with the Borough
Engineer and Surveyor’s Department, neighbouring Local
Authorities and the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
(Infestation Division).

1,815 manholes and 1,809 manholes were baited in June and

December treatments respectively.

6. Shops Act, 1934,

In accordance with the provisions of this Act 14 visits were made
to shops and in | case it was necessary for a notice to be served
in respect of the w.c. accommodation.

No exemption certificates under the Act were issued during the
year.

7. Factories, Workshops, etc.
The following tables give the work carried out in connection
with the Factories Act, 1937 :—
TABLE VII.
INSPECTIONS FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVISIONS AS TO HEALTH
(Including inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors).
. ‘ Number of
Number on ! !
PREMISES Register | Inspec- Written | Occupiers
tions notices | prosecuted
1. Factories in which Sections 1, 2, | |
3, 4 and 6 are to be enforced b:r '
Local Authorities 567 | 327 : 12 —
2. Factories not included in (1) in :
which Section 7 is enforced by | I
the Local Authority 394 | 1,361 | 22 -
3. Other Premises in which Section 7 : .
is enforced by the Local Autho-
rity... & — e 51 =2
ToTAL ... 961 l 1688 | 34 o




TABLE VIII.

CASES TN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND.

Mo. of Cases in which defects
were: No. of
cases in
| Referred which
PARTICULARS | Found | Reme- | to H.M. by H.M. prosecu-
| died | Inspec- | Inspec- | ions were
tor. | tor. instituted
Want of cleanliness 9 | 9 — ‘ 4 —
Overcrowding —_ | = - - -
Unreasonable temperature i - | 1 | =
Inadequate ventilation =2 L = e ey
Ineffective d:ainag: to floors 1 1 Ik b ' ==F | =
Sanitary conveniences: |
{a) Insufficient B 8 — 4 —t
{#) Unsuitable or defective . 10 10 — | 213 | -
() Not separate for sexes ... —_ — —_ | RSN —
Other offences against the Act (not | |
including offences mlatlng to , '
Outwork) i 25 25" | = 2 | -
TOTAL ... 54 % | = T | o
TABLE IX.
i Secmion 110 Secmion 111
MNo of -
SR . 5 (A S AR T
il o - ': Ill:l;lm | default in | tions ‘é':; gwurk in| Motices | Prosecu-
. required sendin failure to | unwhole- served, lions.
| bi' See. | lists to the |  supply SOMme
Ho (1) | Couneil, lists, premises.
| o) ()
|
|
I‘ Making, etc. 152 —_ —_— —_ —_ | -
Wearing .'
appan:l Cleaning and |
Washing | 2 — - .= — l —
I 1
Miscellaneous ... e | — — —_ — i -
i
ToraL ... | 248 — o = e R
i
8. Houses let in lodgings.
Number of Houses on Register at end of year s aawigher 121
House-to-house visits for registration purposes 3 95
Inspections :
Routine inspections . praeth -
Night inspections 0 i " 3
On complaints 3 41
Reinspections s . 4 166
Miscellaneous visits, enqumes, etc o 55 ‘ 65

—_ 22 -



11.

12.

13.

14.

Number of informal notices served o 52

N .» complied with ... 18

P nutu;:es under L.C.C. Byelaws served ... 12

W om - complied with ... 3

B final n-:-uoes served . 2
Work done as a result of final notice or Iega] pmceedmgs,

number of cases A 2

Common Lodging Houses.

There were two licensed Common Lodging Houses, with accommo-
dation for 295 and 33 males respectively, in the Borough in 1949,

45 inspections, including 4 night inspections, were made during
the year.

Seamen's Lodging Houses.
Three Seamen’s Lodging Houses, providing accommodation for

124, 45 and 26 males respectively, were licensed during the year.
Inspections made, including 4 night inspections, totalled 54.

Smoke Abatement.

During the year 32 complaints of nuisance from smoke were
received. A total of 123 smoke observations were carried out, and
as a result 7 Intimations and 3 Statutory Notices were served. [t
was necessary to take legal proceedings in one instance.

Swimming Baths and Pools.

The water in the Council’s swimming baths is subjected to con-
tinuous filtration and chlorination. Samples of swimming bath
water are submitted periodically for bacteriological examination.
The Pathologist reported that one sample was unsatisfactory and in
this case the swimming bath concerned was closed for a period of
two days.

Subsequent samples proved satisfactory and the bath was reopened.

Eradication of Bed Bugs.

Particulars of disinfestation work carried out in the Borough
during the year are given below :

Inspections:

Number of wsus ... 1,081

Premises requiring treatment TS

Furniture requiring treatment O el

Reinspections after disinfestation ... 72

Miscellaneous visits and revisits ... eea 1153

Disinfestation carried out:

Rooms (in 687 premises) ... ... 1,796
Beds, Bedding, etc., articles ... .. 6,567
Furniture, articles e 4,820
Miscellaneous ... .. 841

Offensive Trades.

There are two Dressers of Furskins and one Soap Boilers estab-
lished in the Borough.

. -



SECTION D.

HOUSING.
SLUM CLEARANCE.

During the year a step towards the realisation of slum clearance
in the Borough was effected, when, as a result of consultations between
Officers of the London County Council and this Authority, a request
was made for a survey to be carried out with the object of setting out the
areas considered suitable for slum clearance and which would indicate
the areas suitable to be dealt with by the London County Council and the
Borough Council respectively, together with an indication of priority
and the approximate number of families to be rehoused.

The survey was carried out by the Borough Housing Inspector and
details forwarded to the London County Council and the Metropolitan
Boroughs® Standing Joint Committee. Particulars of the survey are
submitted hereunder.

No. of areas suitable Properties Persons likely
to be dealt with as involved. to be
Clearance Areas. displaced.
64 3,133 5,140

In addition there are four areas within the Borough which have not
been included in the survey but development of which is being carried
out by the respective Authorities. These areas are as follows:—

L.C.C. Stepney/Poplar Reconstruction Area
L.C.C. Devons Road Area
P.B.C. Teviot Street Area
P.B.C. Abbott Road Area

CLOSING ORDERS (Public Health (London) Act, 1936).

During the year, as a result of Police Court proceedings instituted
by the Department to secure the abatement of nuisances, the Magistrate
made six Closing Orders in respect of certain premises within the Borough.

DEMOLITION ORDERS (Housing Act, 1936).

During the year 10 Demolition Orders were made by the Council as
a result of official representation in relation to certain properties within

the Borough.
OVERCROWDING (Housing Act, 1936).

Details of overcrowding in the Borough, and of cases where over-
crowding was abated, are shown below:—

Number of new cases reported during the year ... iy L aah
Number of cases of overcrowding relieved during the year 188*
Number of persons concerned in such cases ... o 1103
~ *(a) Rehoused by LCC. .. .. 141 0 N
(b) Rehoused by P.B.C. .. .. 47
188



NEW HOUSING.

During the year new housing accommodation was provided as

follows :—
Estate By whom No. of
provided. tenements.

Birchdown House, Devons Estate ... L.C.C. 39
Chagford House, Devons Estate P EEa B 2 30
St. Vincent House, St. Vincent Estate L.C.C. 20
Jamaica House, St. Vincent Estate ... L.C.C. 21

110

In addition to the above the Poplar Borough Council has been
responsible for the erection of 58 new houses and tenements during the

year.
HOUSING STATISTICS.

General details with regard to inspection of dwelling houses are

submitted in the following tabular form:—
Total number of houses in the Borough
1. Inspection of Dwelling-houses during the year:—-

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects [under Public Health or Huusing
Acts) .

(b) Number of mspr:cuons made for 1hv: purpuse
(2) (a) Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub-

head (1) above) which were inspected and recorded
under the Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925

(k) Number of inspections made for the purpose ...

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state

so dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit

for human habitation s ok

(4) Number of dwelling-houses {excluswe of those

referred to under the preceding sub-head) found

not to be in all respects reasonably fit for human
habitation i s ;

2. Remedy of defects during the year without service of Formal
MNotices:—
Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered
fit in consequence of informal action by the
Local Authority or their officers ...
3. Action under Statutory Powers during the Year:—

(a) Proceedings under sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing
Act, 1936:—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered
fit after service of formal notices:—

(a) By owners
(h) By Local Authority in default nf OWNers

R o p—

15,732

4,569
22,536

109
109

28

3,790

2,074

Nil

Nil
Nil



(h) Proceedings under Public Health Acts:—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring defects to be remedied 1,716

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notice:—
(a) By owners 1,004
() By Local Authunty in det‘ault uf owners Nil

(¢) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing
Act, 1936:—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect -::-f which
Demolition Orders were made 6

(2) Number of dwelling-houses demu]nshed in pur—
suance of Demolition Orders Nil

() Proceedings under Section 12 of the Hc-usmg Act,
1936:—

(1) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were
made ... i 6

(2) Number of sEparale tenements or undergmund
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were
determined, the tenement or room having been
rendered fit ... Nil

(e) Proceedings under Section 25 of the Housing Act,
1936:—

(1) Number of dwelling-huuscs included in Cll:arancn:
Areas ... e Nil

(2) Number of dwa]lmg-huuscs demnllshe-:l as a ﬂ:sult
of Clearance Area procedure Nil

REHOUSING PROGRAMME.

Particulars of the number of families and persons rehoused by the
Housing Committee during the year are given in the following table:—

Families. Persons.

Pre-war Council flats and houses 19 78
Post-war Council flats and houses 26 138
Temporary bungalows ... | 3
Temporary hutments d, 19 70
Requisitioned and other pmp-ernes 45 136

Total ... 110 425

Applications for housing accommodation reglstered up to
31st December, 1949 3 . 4398

—_—
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SECTION E.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.
(a) Milk Supply.

(1)

(2)

Inspection of premises.

During the year a total of 310 inspections of dairies ana
other premises in the Borough used in connection with the
distribution of milk were made by the Food Inspector.
Defects were found to exist in three instances and appropriate
action was taken.

Registration and Licensing.

The Food and Drugs (Milk and Dairies) Act, 1944, and
Regulations under the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, as
amended by the 1944 Act, became operative on Ist October,
1949, and these enactments brought about a variation in
the law relating to the registration of dairies and dairymen
and to the issue of Licences authorising the use of special
designations in connection with the sale of certain milks.

Details of registrations and licences issued during the
year are given in the following tables:

TABLE X.

i Number of registrations under the
Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949
iSubsequent to 1.10.49),

Dairies ... 4 16
Distributors:— ||
{a) Inside the Borough 1 122
() Ouiside the Borough 19

TABLE XI.

MumBer OF LICEMCES ISSUED UNDER

Milk (Special Designation)

Milk (Pasteurised and Sterilised
[Spﬂﬂl&l Designations) Milk) Regulations, 194%, and
Regulations, | Milk (Special Designation)
1936-1946 (Raw Milk) Regulations, 1949
| (Prior to 1.10.49), | (Subsequent to 1.10.49),
| Pasteur- | Tuberculin  Steri- | Pasteur- | Tuberculin
ised | Tested lised | ised Tested
Dealers’ Licences... 11 14 56 15 ; 3
Dealers’ Supplcma:ntary .
Licences £ | g 6 14 | 7 2
Pasteurisers’ Licences ... 2 | = b e —_
. i I
ToTALS 1 e 20 70 e




(3) Milk Sampling.

139 formal samples of milk were submitted to the
Public Analyst for chemical examination. One sample was
found to be adulterated. In this case a warning letter was
sent to the vendor.

In addition 80 samples of heat treated milk were
examined and the results are given in the table below:

TABLE XII.
Phosphatase test |  Methylene Blue test
CLass oF Mk | Number |
tested Passed Failed Passed | Failed
Pasteurised ...| 77 77 = 72 | 5
Heat treated | '
(Prior to !
1.10.49) — — e b ===
T.T. Pasteurised
{Subsequent to |
1.10.49) 3 3 = 3 =
TorAaLs 20 B0 -_— 75 5

(4) Milk delivered to Schools.

The arrangements for sampling milk delivered to
London County Council schools continued and during the
year a total of 72 samples were taken.

Of this number 36;were submitted for chemical examina-
tion and were reported genuine. Thirty-six were submitted
for bacteriological examination—Ffour of these failed to pass
the Methylene Blue test. It is considered that the failures
can be attributed to the exceptionally hot weather at the
time.

(h) Meat and other Foods.

During the year 1,635 visits were made by the Inspectors to

shops and other premises where food is sold, prepared for sale
or stored. Unsatisfactory conditions were found to exist at
three premises and appropriate action was taken.

Details of the inspections made are given in the following

table:
TABLE XIII.
INSPECTION OF FOOD PREMISES.
PrEMISES | INSPECTIONS
Milkshops ... 1 310
Butchers - 186
Fried Fish Shops and Fish Curers 135
Restaurants ... 148
Bakehouses o 33
Ice Cream pr:muses 114
Other Food premm 689
i Y R EE o T R
|




(c) Unsound Food.

On 226 occasions during the year unsound food was
examined by the Food Inspectors and appropriate action taken.
Details are given in the following table.

TABLE XIV.
UNSOUND FOOD.

I QUANTITY
DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLE '
| Tons Cwis, Lhbs.
Bacon and Ham | — — 754
Cereals : — 11 08
Cheese — — [ 24
Chocolate and Cunfectmncr:.r — 18 [ 73}
Coconut ... — 5 | 10
Dried Fruits &, — 2 931
Fish, Wet and Smoked 1 1 54
Flour LA — 1 22
Haricot Beans 1 5 —
Meat .. — 14 334
Offal [Bulchurs] —= 12 18
Pea Flour ... — 3 56
Peas (Dried) —_ 2 ==
Rabbits — 2 —
Sugar... — 4 —_
[ [ 4 110
OTHER FOODSTUFFS—
Cereals ... 95 packets
Cheese S e == ik 19 packets and 2 tins
Chocolate nnd Cunfncticmry 158 packets and 54 bars
Crumpets . S00
Eggs 332
Fish, Fish Pastes Slmllﬁsh -el(: e 29979 tins, 72 jars, 100 gills.
Fish Cakes... i ek 72
Flour (Cake) 164 packets
Flour (Wheat) ... 36 bags
Fruits, Fruit Juices, etc. wee 2,575 tins and 14 jars
Jams, Preserves, etc, 56 tins and 1 jar
Meats 434 tins
Melons ... 500
Milk we 1,823 tins
Pickles, Sames ete. .. 1,884 jars, 45 tins, 3 casks, 52 kegs
Rﬂhbllﬁ e (Ll #aw +ER s E ti_-m
m anE (ELY ad #En L]l tIIls
Soup ‘ 109 tins and 168 packeis of cubes
cmahlm wee 1,238 tins
Sundry Foods ... 281 packets, 144 tins, 36 tubes, 3 botts.

(d) Food and Drugs Act.

A total of 670 samples (205 formal and 465 informal) were
procured under the Food and Drugs Act and submitted for
analysis by the Public Analyst. Twenty-one samples (12 formal
and 9 informal) were found to be adulterated.

-



TABLE XV.

SUMMARY OF ANALYST'S REPORTS.

SAMPLE

i Mo.

ForMaL

':

INFORMAL

! Gl:l.'ll.‘li.‘l'll!-l Adult,

MNo.

Genuine

Adult.

ToTaL
MNo.

1. Drugs, eic.

Ammonia and Qumu’u:
Tablets

Aniseed Cough lﬂam:lg.r

Aspirin Tablets ...

Back and Kld-l'h'-jf PI“$-

Balsam of Aniseed ...

Cascara Tablets
Chocolate Laxative
Citric Acid b
Com - Rhuburh
Cream of T‘aﬂar iy
Friars Balsam Luuﬂgﬁ
Glycerine
Honey, Glyumnn and
Lemon Cough Linctus
Herbal Tablets .
Hydrogen P-.-.rmr.lde
Iodine, Tincture of ...
lodised Throat Tablets
Liquorice

Liguorice and Henl]ml '_

Pellets L1
Liver Salts o
Medicated Mints
0il, Camphorated

. Castor
, Eucalyptus ...
o OMive... o
Ointment, Boracic
w  Sulphur
e Zinc
= Zinc and
Castor Oil ...
Petroleum Jelly Vaseline
Phenacetin Tablets ...
Saccharin Tablets
Sal Volatile
Soda, Bicarbonate
Surgical Spirit
u irit ...
Tartaric Acid ... e
Wmd ‘and Indlsﬁuun

2. Beer, Spirﬂslnd\'a'm
Beer

Brandy .
British Wine ...
%um ...w o
arragona Wine
Vermouth Sin
Whisky .
31 Cordhls, ete.
Blackcurrant Flavour ...
permint Co
Pineapple Flavour
Raspberry Flavour
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TABLE XV—Continued.

ForMaL

Inmu@u

Z
e

Geuuim:; Adult.

ToraL

g

Coffee and Chicory
Cooking Fat ...
Emking 31
rumpets sn
Crystallised Fruit

Gruund MNutmeg
Ir:métcw {m:mcd}

Jam
.Ir.'.lllsm

o

I{etnhup L 18

Lard

I..ﬂnunada indcr
Macaroni
Margannc © a
Marzipan Mixture
Meat Paste

Meat Pie

Meat Soup
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TABLE XV-—continued.

SAMPLE

ForMaL

|

g

Genuinei Adult.

£

g
:

Brought far ward
Milk

= Condensed
v Sterilised
Mussels {bﬂl“ﬁ”
Mustard b
Oatmeal
Oats (rolled) ...
Oysters (canned)
Parsley and Thyme Stuff.,
Pastry Mix
Peas ?:annud}
Peas (dried)
Pea Flour
Pepper...
Pepper, Caycnm:
Pickles...

Pickling Spm
Pilchards [r.:annedl
Pork Cheese
Potato Crisps

%mandﬁlfqhup
usages,
ngMhHH?m“ s
usum 3
Mﬁat Beal- ..
Samm Blk. Puddi
Sausage 'ﬁgM?t (not

specified) ...
Sausage Meat, Pork
Sausage, Liver ...
Sausage Rolls s
Savouries
Scone Mixture ...
Semolina

Suet, Shredded
Sunny Spread
Sweets ...
Tapi

R Tl

Tea
Tea T‘chabl:ts
Tomato Paste ...
Tripe
Tunny Fish (canned) ...
Veal and Ham Loal ...

vl r L L b EE #4¥
Wmmﬂt Sausage ...
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TABLE XVIL

ACTION TAKEN IN REGARD TO SAMPLES REPORTED BY THE
PUBLIC ANALYST TO BE NOT GENUINE,

Sample | : Result of | : I
e - Article Analysia Action Result
A9 | Baking | Deficient in carbon | Formal Sample | —
(Inf.) Powder _dioxide 40 per cent. | taken (P6) 5
AS5 Zinc and Deficient in  zinc Formal Sample
(Inf.) Cgstnr Qil oxide 33-7 per cent. | taken (P47) v Genuine
Ointment |
A99 Baking Deficient in carbon | Formal Sample =~ —
(Inf) | Powder | dioxide 50 per cent. | taken (P78) Pt
AlT2 Pea Flour Flour contained Remainder of stock surrendered
el | i oS Wl ] e destroyed
A286 Ba]ung Deficient in carbon | Remainder of stock surrendered
(Inf.) Powder dioxide 75 per cent. __and destroyed
A287 Baking Deficient in carbon | Remainder of stock surrendered
(Inf.) Powder dioxide 75 per cent. |  and destroyed .
A325 Butter Excess of water 0-3 | Formal Sample | Genuine
(Inf) | per cent. | taken(L82) |
A418 Suet Deficient in fat 2 r|'.-t.'.r Remainder of stock surrendered
(Inf.) cent.; EXCEsS and destroyed
fatty acids 1-2 per
—— - C— mnt. —_— — - S — -
Ad439 Margarine Excess water 0-3 per | Formal Sample = Genuine
o5 ] N SR T cent. taken'(LIO§) | =
L29 Beef Sausage | Deficient in meat 24 | Legal Penalty £10.
i Meat __| per cent. " Proceedings Costs £3 3s,
L63 Beef Sausages | Deficient in meat 22 | Letter to vendor | -
e ] Lot e
L94 Beel Sausages | Deficient in meat 25 | Legal | Penalty £7 10s.
i, (N per cent. Proceedings Costs £2 10s.
P6 Baking Deficient in carbon | Remainder of stock surrendered
| Powder dioxide 35 per cent. | and destroyed =~
P23 Savouries Contained 32 per | Reported to and Penalty £20,
cent. of meat action taken by | Costs £5 5s,
SEDSIDEEDY S, Sy v v | Min, of Foed
P3s Pork " Incorrectly Reported to and = Penalty £3.
Cheese described action taken by Costs £3 3s,
g _ Min. of Food |
P&S Beef Sausage | Deficient in meat | Legal | Dismissed
Meat | 30 per cent. - Proceedings P.O.A,
1A ! IS .—_______l Costs £5 5s.
P71 - Beef Sal.lsagﬁ Deficient in meat | Legal _ Summons
[ 7 per cent. Proceedings | withdrawn.
! | Third portion
I analysed hy
. Govt. Analyst
" and found to
: fi s 5. be genuine
P78 Baking Deficient in carbon | Remainder of stock surrendered
| Powder dioxide 45 per cent. | and destroyed
P&4 Beef Sausages | Deficient in meat 14 | Legal Penalty £4,
L e, | per cent. | Proceedings | Costs£3.
P100 Milk Deficient in fat , Lemrtuvmdur —
gl i Joanepdomey a5 SEREE EROL, o .
P102 Beef Sausages | Deficient in meat | Letter to 1if':.nll:lll:lr .' —
11 per cent.

— 3 =



(e)

()

(2)

Preservatives in Food.

With regard to the 670 samples submitted to the Public
Analyst, there was no contravention of the Preservatives in Food

Regulations.

Ice Cream.

At the end of the year the number of premises registered for
the manufacture, storage and sale of ice cream was as follows:—

Manufacture and sale ... 13
Sale and storage ... 95
108

—

During the year 114 inspections of ice cream premises were
made. Conditions at all such premises were satisfactory.

Thirty-four samples were submitted to the Methylene Blue
test and were graded as shown below:—

Gradel ... 16
i R 5
e B 6

;v 7

Food Premises.

(1) Margarine, Margarine-Cheese, Butter and Milk Blended
Butter.

At the end of the year the number of factories and wholesale
premises on the register is given in the following table.

TABLE XVIIL.

‘ Margarine Butter

Wholesale Dealers 15 —
Factories ... o | — 2

(2) Premises used for the preparation or manufacture of
sausages or potted, pressed, pickled, or preserved food.

There were 42 such premises on the register at the end of
:lh: year. No applications for registration were made during
year.

(h) Slaughterhouses.

There are at present three licensed slaughterhouses in the
Borough. Owing to the restrictions on private slaughtering
none of these were in use during the year.

=t s
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Food Poisoning.

There was one outbreak of food poisoning in which 15 cases
were involved, the origin of infection being considered attribu-
table to sources outside the Borough.

During the year a total of 23 notifications were received.
Consumption of the following foods alleged to be responsible:—

Shellfish ... = 19
Sausages ... I
Various ... i 3

Clean Food Campaign.

The Ministry of Food issued Circular M.F.12/49 which
drew the attention of Local Authorities to the need for clean
handling of food in all its aspects. Accordingly a letter was
sent from the Public Health Department to the occupiers of all
food premises in the Borough.

The letter stressed the importance of clean handling of food
and appealed for the co-operation of all concerned to secure and
maintain a good standard of cleanliness and personal hygiene
in connection with the manufacture, distribution, storage and
handling of food.

In addition a number of practical hints and advice with
regard to food hygiene were included.

The letter was followed up by visits at which advice where
necessary was given.

S | | —



SECTION F.

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND
OTHER DISEASES.

There has been no change during the year in the infectious diseases
compulsorily notifiable to the Medical Officer of Health.

The total number of notifications received during 1949 was 2,160,

as compared with 2,006 in 1948. The increase is accounted for by the
increased number of cases of the following:—

Whooping Acute Anterior

Measles Cough  Poliomyelitis
1948 ISR 330 3
1949 0 R0 354 1

There was a decrease, however, in the number of cases of the
following :—

Diphtheria Pneumonia  Scabies
1948 s 19 115 81
1949 - 7 85 39

During the year 11 cases of Acute Anterior Poliomyelitis, 9 of which
were confirmed, were notified. There were no deaths. The corresponding

figures for the previous year were 5 cases notified, of which 4 were con-
firmed. One case proved fatal.

The arrangements under which the Medical Officer of Health is
informed by the Hospital Authorities of any change in the original
diagnosis continued during the year. Particulars of such changes of
diagnosis are included in the following table of notifications received.






Diphtheria.

Seven cases of diphtheria were notified during the year, but in two
of these cases the diagnosis was not confirmed. Of the 5 confirmed cases
| was reported to have been immunised. There were no fatal cases.
In the previous year 19 cases were notified but diagnosis was confirmed
only in respect of 7 cases.

Cancer.

The number of deaths certified as being due to Cancer was 162
(94 male and 68 female), as compared with a total of 146 cases (80 male
and 66 female) in 1948,

Tuberculosis.

During the year formal notifications under the Regulations were
received in respect of 135 cases of respiratory tuberculosis and 18 non-
respiratory cases.

The following table gives details of the age and sex incidence of
these cases:—

TABLE XIX.

PrIMARY MNOTIFICATIONS

AGE PERIODS ; . . ! ToTaL
| 0= | T= | 2+ | 5= | 10 | 15- | 20- | 25| 35-| 45- | 55- | 65-| 75-
Respiratory, males..., 1| 2 2! 3| 3| &) B{AT| 14103 | 2) 4| ] B3
| | = el
i i ' I
Respiratory, females 2 —1 2| 4| 6| 9|09l 5|2 LEr 2=
| |
I | -
Mon-respiratory, :
ks | L= lgl 2d @l dl aif=] =] =l%&=|=[—] 9
f=ve :
Non-respiratory, i
females .., ...-—-—|l|l 1:—:—|I 1 2 — 1| — | — 9

In addition to the above, 25 other cases were added to the register,
information being received from the following sources :—

Registrar-General’s Death Returns

(transferable deaths) 1
Transfers from other areas 17
Other sources T

There were 45 deaths during the year certified as being due to
tuberculosis.















