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Public Health Department,
Poplar Town Hall, Bow Road, E.o0.
1st June, 1944. .

To the layor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Metropolitan Borough of Poplar.

Madan, Iadies and Gentlemen,

In accordance with the Ministry of Health
Ciroular 10/44 (England) this Report for the year 1943 ia, like those
for the years 1939-42, an abridged Interim Report. OSummaries of the
principal vital and other statistics arc inocluded.

Population. The Rogistrar-Cencral's estimate of the population is not
%o bo publishcd. Retes caloulatcd on that population are not given
gither, but averapec rates for the proceding five years arc givon in
parenthoscs, with commonts as to the comparability of the appropriatac
rotc for 1943.

Births. Thorc was an inoreasc in thc pumber of 1live births, the birtk
rato boing the highcst sinec 1925.

Deaths. The numbor of doaths at all agcs was highcr than in 1942, the
Tnercasc boing duc mainly to discascs of the olireulatory system and
cancer. On tho other hand,’ thoro was a slight doorcasc in the dcath rato
Irom Tuberoulosis.

Matornol Doaths. Thesc numbered throe, two of thom following abortions.

Infant Mortality. Rospiratory disoases and promature birth wore mainly
rosponsiblc for the somowhat highor infant mortality, onc-half of the
total decaths undor ono yoar of age being asiignod Lo Thiesc ocausdas.

Infeotious Disease. Scarlet fever was abnormelly provalent in 1243, but
it is intereating to note that during the past five years there has not
been one Foplar death attributed to this disease. The leesles epidenic
referred to in my report for 1942 continued during tho eawly mwonths of
1943, but the number of deaths was relatively low.

TubﬂrnH%gsia. Thero was a slight inorease in the numbor of new cases
no ie ut, as mentionsd above, the dsath rate was lower than that of

the provious yoar although above the average for Tlve joars.

Influenza. The Influonza cpidemioc which ocourrad in the latter part of
¢ yoar did not call for any specciol action in thile Porough.

Staff. Throé mombers of thc staff, Messrs. Barnott, Donovan and Eas?t,
worc oalled up for military servicc., The Council arrcnged that during
the abscnec of Mr, Donovan thc dutics of Vacocipation Officor should hg
carried out by Mr. Eny, onc of the Sanitary I-speotors. Thce Ministry
of Hoalth raiscd no objcotion to thiz on the understanding that the
gsanitary inspection work was not prejudiced thercby.

Publie Vaccinators. Dr. k. J. B rne wﬁa appointed Public Vaceinator for
the southern portion of the Boro ugh in place of the late Dr. Cotter.

Dr. 7. Feldman, the Modical Suporintendent of Milo End Hospital, was
appointed Public Vacoinator for St. Clement's Hospital, vice Dr. Pinhey
wko had rasignod.

Gonoral. Ciroulars on various mattors werc received from the Mnistry
of Health during the yoar and the nccossary action has becn taken tThercon.

' Once ggain I have to thank the mumbors of ths Councll for
their continued support during tho ycar.

I am, Mcdam, Ladics and Gentlemon,
Your obodient S:crvant,

W. ALLAN YOUIIG,
Mediecal Officer of Hoalth.
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STATISTICS AI'D SOCIAL CONDITIONS. _
(The figures in parentheses are the averages for the 5 years 1938-42.)

AREA. 2,136 acres. :
POPULATION. Census 1931 Sahas e 155, 099

T-e Registrar-General's estimate for 1943 is not
. to be published.

LIVE BIRTHS. Total. Males. Females.

Legitimate 1095 569 526  PBirth rate above the
Illegitimate 67 34 33 average (18.8).
: 1162 603 559

STILL BIRTHS. tal. - Males, Females.
' : 24 - 11 13 Rate per 1,000 total
birtha 20.7 (25.7)

DEATHS. Total. %1:1 s. Pomales.
: gEE . E?E . Daath rate abova the

average (15.2)

DEATHS FRO) PUERPERAT, CAUSES.

Puerperal sepsis ,., 2 ) Rate per 1,000 total
Other maternal causea 1:) births 2,53 .(3,34)

ITFANT MORTALITY RATE.

A1l infants per 1,000 live births 47 (43
Iogitimate infants per 1,000 legitimato births 48 (42
Degtimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate birtha 30 (91

CLASSIFICATION OF DEATHS AT ALL AGES.

The 922 deaths at all ages were classified by the Registrar-
General as follows :- :

Cerebrospifial fever 1; Whooping cough 1; Diphtheria 5; Tuberoculosis

of respiratory system 64; other forms of Tuberculosis 7.; Syphilitie
disease 1%; Influenza 17; liasles 33 Cancer of: (a) buccal cavity and
oesophagus 14; (b) uterus 6; (¢) stomaoh and duodenum 19; (d4) breast 7;
(e) all other sites 106; Diabetes 6; Intracrani§} vascular losions 51;
Heart discase 256; othor diseascs of circulatory systom 18;

Bronohitis 79; Pnoumonia 52; other respiratory discascs 7; Ulcor of
stomach and duodenum 18; Diarrhoea (under 2 ycars) 4; Apnpoendiocitis 1
other digostive disecascs 18; Nephritis 12; Puerperal and post-abortive
sepsis 2; other maternal causcs 1: Promaturc birth 12; Congonital
mnlrnrmnéinHS, ote. 14; Suleidc 3; Road traffic accldents 5; otheor
violont ecnuscs 42; all other oauscs 57. ! !

INFANTILE DEATHS. There were 55 deaths' of infants under one year of
age, the oauses of death being as follows 1= .

Whooping cough l; Tuberculosis of respiratory system 2; other forms of
Tuberoulosis 1l; Influenza 1; Measles 2; Bronchitis 5; Pneumonia 13;
Diarrhoea 4; other digestive diseases 1; Premature birth 12;
Congenital malformations, ete. 1ll; all other causes 2.
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General Provision of Health Saﬁ ices in the .A.;_-cg.

NURSING IN EEE HOME. The number of visits paid to cascs hy the nurses
Tom nursing associations was 1541. .

VEIFARE CENTEES at 31st Decomber 1943.

Clinics (Maternity and Child Welfarc)
(a) Borough Council:

Buston Stroot: ... Ante-natal: Tuesday mornings and alternate
- - Monday mornings.
Infant Consultations: Thursday mornings and
afternoons.
Dental: Wednosday mornings.
Sunlight: Monday aftornoons; Friday mornings

Bimpsons Road: ... Infant Consultations: Monday afternoons,
Sunlight: lionday mornings.

B

54 West Forry Road: Infant Consultations: Wednesday aftcrnoons.
' J Ante-patal: Friday afternoons.

(b) Royal Collcge of st.llxatﬁa‘r'inc:
1 Bazcley Stroot: Ante-natal: 'I'hﬁ;'ﬂdﬂ}* mornings.
Trinity Hall: s o Infant Goﬁéultntiuns: Wodnesday mornings.
A1l Hnllowa: ... . Infant Consultations: Tuesday afternoons.
St, Michacls Hall: Infant Gcnsultaﬁi;iﬁg: ;hndu:,r aftornoons.
The pumbers of attondanecs at the Lhtarnify and Child Welfarc Contres

wora - : :
Bcfuugg Council. Royal Colloge of 5t. Katharinoc. Tbﬁal.

15,654 Bl ' : 22,568

Cid

VISITS PAID BY HEALTH VISITORS. The numbars.of visits paild by tho Health
sitors werc :=- Ik =

Borough Couricil. Royal Colldre of St. Katharinc.  Zotal.
23,505 21,510 45,015

CHILD LIFE PROTECTION.

Yisits to Fostor lothers and Children ... 15 (by H.V's.)
(0 ' Posgter lpthors under supervision during 1943 S
U 1w

Fostoxr Children " s 1 4
STERILE MATERNITY OUTFITS. No outfits werc issued during the yoar.
CBSTETRIC CONSULTANTS. It was not nccessary to oall in a Consultant '

during the year.

CONVALESCENT TREATMENT. 15 convalescent cascs were sont away during the
voar through thc agoncy of the Invalid Childron's
Aid Assooiation. '

CLOTHING COUPONS FOR. EXPECTANT MOTHERS. Thc arrangements made in 1941
for distribution of clothing vouchers for expectant mothers wore
continucd until July whon thc i1ssuc of vouchers was transferred to tho
Rocal Food ,Offjges. 'With the transfor of this servicc the Maternity and

Child 'WolfaTc,.lost the grcat advantage it had in being able o make early
and personal ocontact with the oxpeotant mothers. This mattor was
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referired to the Metropolitan Boroughs' Standing Joint Committec who took
up tho question with thc Ministry of Food and Board of Trade, and after
considering roplies to thoir reprcscntations thought that no useful
purpose could be served by pursuing the metter furthor.

MITK SCHEME (Maternity and Child Welfare).

117 applications were received and granted. Orders for 786 pounds
of dried milk were issued. In addition, 1,567 packets of dried milk
ware supplied at cost price.

NATIONAL MILK SCHEME. As from 7th February the National !ilk and Vitamins
cme was rinally morged into the gemeral work of the Food Offics. The
milk office at the Town Hall, thorefore, becamc redundant and with the
transafer of the scheme to the Ioecal Food Office no officers of tho Publio
Tlonlth Department have been involved in this work sincc 7th February,1943.

n;mvgwmi OF COD LIVER OIL % FRUIT IUIG‘?. The soheme of distribution
arrdngdd h the Loocal Doputy Food Officer in 1941 was continued.

WAR TIME DAY NURSERY: As the result of discussions with the Ministries
of Health and Lebour, the Borough Council took over the Quecn lary Day
Wursery which had becen used by the. London County Council as a Day Nursory
for ohildrcn aged 8-5 years. After minor altorations to the bullding head
boon made to mect the reguirements of the Ministry of Health the rcoeption
agc was extendod to onc year and, in exccptional circumstanccs, to under
one year. Responsibility for the premises was agsuned by the Borough
Council as from 13th September. There were some difficulties in
oonnection with staff, &and with the approval of the Council's Civil
Defence Committee women personnel from one of the First Aid Posts now
assist daily at the Day Nursery.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Eﬂw}_‘t_&% INSPECTOR3! VORK. With many of the staff assigned to other
uties full routine work could not be maintained, but 26,032 inspections
and reinspections were made by the District and Lady Sanitary Inspectors,.
Visits to air raid shelters numbered 5,455.

DISINFESTATION. IMumber of rooms disinfosted 1,925; number of artloles
sinfosted 6,278; total nwrbor of inspections and visits 1,932.
Disinfesgation by HCN was carricd out in onc casc.

HOUSING. The Housing Inspectors, like the Distriot Inspectors, ware
assigned to duties in connection with the Casualty Serviwves. Yhen not
so engagad thoy assisted the Distriet: Inspcotors, In Novembor Mr. lay
took over thoe dubtics of Vaccination Officer in addition to his work as
Sanitary Inspedtor. :

Rﬂgﬁgﬁ CONTROL SCHEME. , Following upon the issue by the Ministry of Food

o ® Infestation Order, 1943", conferences were called by the ldnistry
and the intentions and proposals for carrying out the Order were explained.
Iater, the Ministry issued a Direction to the Borough Counocil to procced
with the initial survey and, after consideration of this Direction,

gortain suggestions concerning administration and procedure wera adopted.

- .Dpuring July conversationg took place with Dr. M. T. Morgan, licdical
Offiger of the Port of London, regarding a scheme of control in the dook
arca and the possibilities of a ocombinod scheme botwoen the Port of
london Health Authority and the Poplar Borough Counoil for the Islc of
Dogs. Dr. Morgan gave details of the Schomo of Rodent Control whioh.had
becn inforec in the Fort during thc last two yoars, which schomo was on
a contributory basis. Dr. Morgan offcred to assist in a scheme for
fendering the forogeing part of the Borough free from rats and mice.
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A speoial comprchonsive roport was submitted to the Financo and
Emcrgoney Administrative Committee in September and tho Counecil
adopted Resolutions authorising (1) the appointmont of starf,

(2) oo-operation with the Port of london Health Suthority and (3) the
organization of a contributory scheme to operate in that part of the -
Borough south of Bast India Dock Road. (This last was cxtended to
cover the whols of the Borough later when firms outside tho original
arca asked to bo inoludcd in the schgme.)

On roceipt of Dircctions to proccod with all nccossary aotion,
tho sohome was put into opcration. h e

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISTION OF FOOD.

Tho lloat and Food Ianspectors made 3,626 inspcctions of premiscs
whore food is preparcd, storod or sold.

REDORT OF THE PUBLIC ANALYSTS. The numbor of samples oxamined was 725,
and thce number tound to be adulbterated woa 25, a percontage of 3,45,
During tho ten yoars 1934-43 the average number cxamined was 743 and the
percentage adulterated was 3.9 .

PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

lcasles, Soarlet fever and Pnoumonia were more prevalont than in 1842.

HOTIFICATIONS {ccrrnhtcﬁ for ®"altored diagnosis" cascs).

Cascs. - Dcaths.
Soarlet fover see 228 *
Diphtheria i 47 ¥
Typhoid and paratyphoid fevers . .
Erysipolas . 25 .
Puorperal fever . 6 2
Pucrporal pyroxia wae” 7 .
Corobrospinal fever ses 5 1
Ophthalmis neonatorum .. 1 .
loasles o i B80S 3
Whooping cough o s 184 1
Primary pncumonia " s 1n B 8'e
Influonzal pnoumonia ... 18 2Q
Dyscntory : siepi 20 3
Zymotic onteritis sun i B 4
Ialaria A R B 4 .
Aouto PDliﬂﬂWﬂlitis Ilif?:t. 2 ;
. Soabica (from lst August 1943) 472
1938

|

- @ notified cascs only. :
x induced for therapoutic purposcs.

IHHUHIEA%IUHﬁ&E&iEST DIPHTHEHL%- As a result of Circular 2753 issued

by tho Ministry of Healbth on Gth January, 1943, medkoal practitionors

wore invitcd to co-operate in the immnisation of infants and young
ehildren, tha prophylactiec belng suppliesd freo of chargo and a fee of
5/- being paid for each case immnised (two injJeotions} on condition
the practitioner completed an official oard for each case which is
seen when applicetion is made for the prophylactioc. 11 oases were
immunised by practitioners during the year.

Sunmma of imminisations:-

%a at Borough Council Clinic ... 489
b ﬂt T3 aGe Gﬁntras e aa lEﬂﬂ
(e) by Private Practitioners ... 11

1710



=6=

TURERCULOSIS.
Dispensary Clinics.

From lat Jan. to 31lst Deo. Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2 p.m.
: Fridays, 10 a.m.

From 29th larch to 27th Sept. Mondays, 6-7 p.m, (additional)

From lst Jan. to 6th larch Saturdays, 2-4 p.m. (monthly)

and 2nd 0Oot, to 314t Dec. instead of londay evenings.

fumber -of new casaes and contacts examined 394 - T g oy R
(Tuberculous 97; non-tuberculous 1823 diagnosis inoomplete 15)
Mumber of attendances at the Dispensary 2561
Number of visits to homes by Health Visitors 6016
Number of sputum @peoimens exemined 284
Mumber of X-ray oxaminations at StiAndrow!s
_. Hospital 594

g%aitiung% Statistics. In addition to the 6016 visits paid vy
the Hea sitors Tor Dispensary purposes, 183 non-Disponsary visits
worc paid upder the Public Hoalth (Tuboreulosis) Rsgulations, 1830.

Roports to Chairmen of ledical Boards 47
Pationts sent away for institutional trcatmont 100
Pationts in rcocipt of extra nourishmont from
, Disponsary duwring the ycar 56
Paticnts in roocipt of oxtra nourishment from
: Dispensary on 3lat Doocmber 18
Reports on child contacts to Divisional School
: lMedical Officer &5
Letters to General Practitioners concerning
: patients 354
Reports to General Practitioners on official
. forms 68
Progress Reports received from General :
i Practitioners
Clinical Roports to London County Council 9
Raports to Ministry of Fensions EE
Sholtors on loan during tho yoar sl
Sholteors on loan at 314t December P
Beds and bedding on loan during the year
Beds and bpdding on loan at 314t Dooccmber

HMOoOOMN-3N

Dufing the year. 11 now oasos and 24 old cascs have attendod
Bromptén, Colindalc, London Chest and St. Androw's Hogpitals for
588 artificial pncumothorax refills. -

During tho year 4 children worc boarded out under the London
County Council Contact Scheme.

Dental Treatment (et St. Andrew's Hospital)

Number of patients referred ese W
Humbar of attendances g e P o)
Mumber of loecal anaesthetics it -

Mumber of general anmesthetios ... 3

Tuberculosis Allowances. The scheme for the provision of
allowances tor persons giving up work to undergo treatment of
pulmonary tuberculosis came into operation on 30th June, 1943.
Arrancements were mado for the assossment of cases and payment of
allowanccs at the Tuberculosis Dispénsary. Miss U. Simeon, of the
London County Council Welfarc Department, was appointed Tuberculosis
Adjudicating Offiocor and she holds a weockly session at tho Dispensary.
The cascs arc brought boforc the Adjudicating Officer by the Carc
Committee Semtotary who has previously interviewed the patients and
assisted them, whan necessary, in filling up thc appropriate application
forms. An officer of the Finance Department attends tho Dispensary each
wock to pay the allowances, the Care Committee Secretary being present
when the payments are made.
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During the six months period 30/8/43 - 31/12/43 applicalions
wore received from 93 patients. - Of these, 84 were granted allowanccs.
(The repaining 9 will probably qualify on discharge from -sanatorium.) -
on 31/1%/43° 40 patients were mectually in receipt of allowancaes. Cases
arc brought beforc -the Adjudicating Officer for periodical review and
when thete is eny‘'change of circumstances, In addition to the new ocases
asscssed, 225 reviews were carried out during the six months ended
31/12/43. - o

Hgyggg OF IIEW CASES AND DEATHS. ' The nunbers of new casas reported and
of deaths during the Year were - :

New cases. Deaths.

Pulmondry e 153 64
Other forms s _1;% °y
7 ka8

The death rate was above the average for the five yoars 1938-42 i

Pulmonary (5 years averagc) 0.96
Other forms . do. . D09
LE M| it !

The percentage of non-notified cases to total deaths was 12.7 (12.7)

The number of cases of Tuberculesis on the Register at 3lst Dec. 675
The nurber of oasses on the Tuberculosis Dispensary Regilater :

: Definitely. Tiberculous 425 (T.B. plus 214)

Diagnosis not ocompleted E%E

SCABIES, The County of London (Scabies) Regulations, 1943, came into
operation lat August, 1943, and,- subject to certain exceptions specified
in the Reguldtions, réquire the notification of ocases of Scabies by
medical practitionera, Notice of the Rogulations was given in the looAl
press and a oopy of the Hegulations sent to each registortd mediocal
practitioner practising in the distriot. 472 cascus were notified.

The number of treatments given at tho Cleansing Station during the
year was 5093 of whieh 145 were given at 51 ovening sessions.

i Adults: 1,853: . males 505; femalea 748.
: - Children: 3,840z N Anglt o W 2069.

244 premises and 27,896 articles were disinfeoted.

Total number of visits by lady Sanitary Inspector and seconded Health
Visitor 2,067. i _

LGESTATION BY HEAD"LICE. A report on the Ministry of Health Ciroular

, dated 2nd T 45, -was submitted to the: Committeec. Arrangcnents
were made to give effect in' general to the recommendations in tho
Ciroular. LSy e e it -

« The Ministry of Health issued Ciroular 2734 referring to the
arrangements under whioh Insulin may be supplied either free of wost or
at a reduced price to persons suffering from Biabetes:- One-application
was dealt with during the year. Tivpre 2

'%1@: E‘m:ﬂmﬂ_% %‘]ﬂ.‘ 203 lectures were given at 16 ocentres and
. ~the attendances alle 1886, :



