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Publie Health Departmeont,
Poplar Town Hall, Bow Road, E.3.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Metropclitan Borough of Foplar.

Sir, lLadies and Gentlemen,

In accordancs with the Linistry of Health Circular 2314 (England)
this Report for the year 1540 is, likc that for the preceding year, &an
abridged Interim Report on the hcalth of tho Borough. Summaries of the
principal vital and other statistics nre apponded.

The birth and death rates arc higher than the corresponding
ratea for 1938, the increasc ia tho death ratc boing coasidorable.
This inorease is duo mainly to the very large numbor of doaths included
under tho heading of "Other viclent causcs" under which hcading are
included deaths duc to war operations. Tho infant mortality also is
highor than that for 1939 but it was much below tho avorage for the
preceding ton years.

The incidcence of infectious discasc was vory much lowor than in
1939 and the expectod epidemic of Mecasles in London did not matorialise
until the latter part of the year,

Arrangumonts wore mado towards the ond of tho yvar for the
establishmont of a Diphthoria Immunisation Clinic to be hold at tho
Tuberculosis Dispensary and tho clinic commonced in 1941.

From the public health point of viow thore is nething also
which ocalls for comment.

I should like to rocord my appreciation of tho way in which
the First Ald Voluntoors, Stretchor Boarcrs oni personncl of the First
Aid Posts corricid out thoir varicus dutioes, ofton under very try.ng
eiroumstancos and, although it is rothor outsice the seccpo of tho
Roport which deals with public hoalth manttors, I would takc thia
opportunity of rocoriing our sympathy with the relatives of thoe mombors
of the First Aid Post and Strotchoer Party sorvices who havo beon killed
as a result of cnomy action.

I also wish to thank tho personncl of the Public Hoalth
Pepartment for their heolp and co-oporation sinco hostilitiocs commencod,
particnlarly during the later months of 1940 nnéd the oarly months of
1941,

My thanks arc duc also to tho Socerotary and Committeo of tho
Iocal Medical War Committee of the British Medieal Association,
thmuufh whose co-operation the scrvicos of a numbor of Modiecal
Practitionors in the Borough hove boon madc available for duty in
connoction with various aspects of Civil Dofence work.

I om, Sir, Ladics and Gontlomon,
Your obedient Sorvant,

W. ALLAN TOUNC,

Modical Officor of Hoalth.






STATISTICS ARD SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

AREA. 2,136 acres.

FOPULATION.
Census 1931 on cus 155,089
RegistrerGeneral's estimate
of the Civil Population mid. 1940 97,410
LIVE BIRTHS.
Total. Males, Females,
Legitimate 1638 788 as50 Birth rate 17,3 per 1,000
Tlegitimate _ 51 29 22 of the estimated population.
1689 817 a7z
STILL BIRTHS. Total. Males. Yemales.
42 22 ~ 20 Rate per 1,000 total births
24,8
DEATHS. Total. Males. Females.
o 1919 1146 773 Death rate per 1,000 of tha
population:

(a) Crude 19.7
(2) Adjusted by comparability

factor 20.5
DEATHS FROM PUERPERAL CAUSES.
E:gzga;iiiggggiagau;;; } % Ruii;ggr 1,000 total births
INFANTILE MORTALITY RATE.
All infants por 1,000 live births ot Ll

Logitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live births 41
Degitimnte infants per 1,000 Niegitimate live births 40

CLASSIFICATION OF DEATHS.

The causes of deaths, classified by the Registrar-Gensral,
arc as follows:- typhoid and paratyphoid fevers 0, cerecbrospimal fever 2,
searlet fever O, whooping cough O, diphtheria 7, fuberculosis of resplm-
tory system 109, other forms of tuberculosis 13, syphilitic diseases 186,
influenza 18, measles 0, acute poliomyeclitis and poliocncephalitis 1,
acute infectious encephalitis 1, cancer of (a) buccal cavity 9;

[hL utorus 5; {ul stomnch and duocdonum 38; dl breast 16; (e) all other
sites 130; clabetes 4, introncranial vascular lesions 98, heart disease

459, othor diseases of circulatory system 58, bronchitis 207, pneumonia 9§

other rospiratory disenses 27, ulcer of st h op duodenum
diarrhosa under 2 years &, appendicitis E,GE%ﬁar Eigﬂ&%l?ﬁ ﬂ?ﬁhnaes 37,

nephritis 27 erperal ond post-nbortive sepsis 1, other maternal
unﬂsaa 2 pramggurg birth 19? congenital malformations, birth injury

and infantile diseasc 15, suicidc 9, road traffic aceidents 21, other

violent causcs 539, all other causes 100, Total deaths 19189.

(Nota: Tho headings and rules for classificatlon of Geaths have boen
rovised but the prinecipol classificntion couses are not groatly

alterod.)
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ANFANTILE HORTALITY.

Thore worc 63 deaths of infants undor ono yoar of ago. The
eauses of doaths wore ns follows - whooping cough 0, tuberculosis
of respiratory aystam 0, othor formsoof tuborculosis 2, curﬁhrnnpinnl
fovor 2, diphtheria 1, Influcnas l, bronochitis 1, pnaumania 13,
diarrhosn 3, promaturc birth, aungunitnl molformations, ete. 32,
violanco 5, "all other causcs 3.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES IN THE AREA,
NURSING IN THE FHOUE.

The number of visits paid to cases by the murscs from
mirsing associctions was 1015,

WELFARE CENTRES.

The numbers of attondances at the lMoternity and Child
Wolfers Centros from the ond of April 1940 ara shown bolow &=

Borough Council. Ru-%gl L‘-nllﬂ?c. of Total.
s rine.

5,844 2,813 8, 857

VISITS PAID BY HELLTH VISITORS.
The numbors of visits paid by Health Viasitors were :-

Borough Council. Foyal Collego of Total.
Eé, EEEEErgnG-

19,712 23,473 43,185

CHILD LIFE PROTECTION.

92 vigits werc made to Foster Mothers and Children.

Fostor Liothers under supervision ﬂuring 1940 ves 18
Fostor Chilédren " ses 13

STERILE MATERNITY OUTFITS.
438 gtorilc matornity outfits were issucdl, all frec.

STETRIC CONSULTANTS.
L—n—-

A Congultant was colle? in on ona oacasjon.

CONVALESCENT IREATSNT, otc.

No convalescent emscs wore sent away during the year.
MILK SCHEME.(Matoernity and Child Welfara)

884 apnlieations for freoe milk werc received and 2213 wara
grantaed. 'f.‘rnlﬂrs Tor 15,960 pounda of dried milk wero issued.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

As in 1939, routinc work could not be fully maintained with
many of tho staff assigned to other duties but approximately 15,000
inspoctions and reinspcctions were made by the District Banitary
Inspoctors.







i

HOUSING.

Thoe Houcing Inspectors, like the District Sanitary Inspootors,
were assignod to dutics in conncetion with tho Casualty Sorvicos and
whon not so cngagod doputiscd for the District Iuspoctors.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

The Meat and Food Imspeetors made 3,274 inspections of

premiscs where food is propared, stored or sold

REPORT OF THE PUBLIC ANALYSTS.

The number of samples examined was 665 and the number

adultorated was 30, a

orccotage of 4.5.

years 1831-1940 werc 776 and 4.4 rospoctively.

The averages for tho ten

PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEABES,

The incidence of infoectious discase was much below normal.

Notifications (corrected for "altered diagnosis" cases)

rogeived during the year.

Cases, Doaths.
Scarlet fever . 53 -
Diphtheria S 78 7
Typhoid and paratyphoid fevers 8 -
nrﬁrﬂipﬂlﬂﬂ e 49 2
Pucrporal fover wwn 10 : b
Puorpsral pyrexia an 20 -
Corobrospinal fover ... 32 2
Ophtholmia neonatorum .. 3 -
Measlos ava 60 -
Whooping cough . 9 =
Primary pnocumonia R 132 29x
Influenzal pnoumonia ... 17 3x
Dyscntery - - 1
Zymotic anteritia aew 19 5
Acute poliomyelitis ... - 14
488

x - notificd pationte only.

——_—

Montal Hospital outsido London.

SIS.

@ - not notified, inmate of

¢ - notified beforo 1940

The Tuboreulosis Dispensary sessions were discontimed
on account of onomy action in Septomber 1940 but wero
rosumcd in part during Mareh 194l.

The numbor of now comses notificd and of deaths during the yoar

worc as Tfallows

"
el

New casos. Deaths.
Pulmonary ki 175 108
Non-pulmonary ... a7 13

Death rates per 1,000 population:-

Pulmonary
Othor forma

1.12

5

Total













