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His WorsHIP THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS OF THE METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF PADDINGTON,
Mr. Mavor, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
I have the honour to present the Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health for the year 1952,

Readers of this record of the work of the Public Health Department are accustomed to note slow, steady and
unspectacular progress towards better health and improved environmental conditions for those living in the borough.
It is seldom that in any one year a marked change can be observed in a particular field. Even over longer periods
of, say, five or ten years it may not be easy to discern either improvement or deterioration and when the effect of
unexplainable factors obtrudes, the interpretation of the figures presented may be difficult.

A notable exception has been the incidence and death rate of diphtheria, both figures now reaching vanishing
point. This satisfactory position has been commented on in previous reports and attention drawn to the need to
maintain this high degree of immunity by continuous attention to immunisation campaigns. The statistics for this
year suggest that the diphtheria figures may be joined by the tuberculosis figures in showing remarkable progress.

The tuberculosis notification rate has been constant during the last three years. There have been a succession of
mass X-ray examinations in the borough. These surveys bring to light cases of tuberculosis which might otherwise
remain undetected. One would expect an increase in the number of cases notified, but in spite of the investigations
carried out by the mass X-ray Unit the notification rate is stationary. The number of deaths from tuberculosis was 33,
the lowest figure recorded in the borough, which is 22 less than the previous lowest, 55 in 1950, It would be prudent
at this point to warn that this may be a temporary improvement, that many times in the past improvements have not
been maintained.  On the other hand the greatly improved treatment by antibiotics, the other new drugs, improved
surgical technique, the introduction of B.C.G. on a large scale, the improved social services available for tuberculous
patients should lead to improvement and we should expect the improvement to be evident again in future reports.

In the last month of the year London experienced one of the worst fogs on record, and there was a considerable
increase in the number of deaths recorded at this time. The fog and the resultant deaths affected an area much
wider than the borough and is to be the subject of intensive study. It would therefore be premature to make
further comment at this time.

The birth rate shows a further fall, but the number of illegitimate births remains regrettably high. Thisisa subject
which requires enquiry. On the credit side mention must be made of the very low infant mortality figures among
illegitimate children. The usual experience is to find a high infant death rate among the illegitimate which adversely
affects the infant mortality as a whole. The reverse has been the case this year, the figures for the illegitimate infants
helping to produce a low infant mortality rate generally.

The large number of cases of measles indicates an epidemic, but the 1952 figures alone do not give a complete
picture, the high incidence being carried on into 1953,

The difficulty experienced in obtaining adequate repairs to a certain class of property has been a souree of concern
for several years. Property may deteriorate rapidly and become unfit for human habitation because the owner has
no funds. In certain cases the Council can, and does, carry out repairs, recovering the cost by Housing Act procedure,
This can be done only where the Council can recover the cost from the rents in a reasonable time. Experience has
shown that the number of properties which can be dealt with in this manner is limited and as the cost of repairs increases
and the rents remain static there seems little hope of expanding the use of this method in the future.

It is important to remember that housing accommodation can be lost because there is no authority available
to spend say some hundreds of pounds to maintain property in occupation, which, if demolished, will cost thousands
to replace.  Admittedly the hundreds spent will not produce property with as long a life as new property, but it would
prevent the loss of accommodation already in occupation. This subject has been touched on in previous reports and
one would have imagined that the saving of existing accommodation would have been as valuable as the building of new
and that there might be sound financial reasons for trying to do this. However, successive governments have failed to
see any attraction in the idea and no action has been taken. The problem is so bound up with the Rent Restrictions
Acts that it may be unreasonable to expect an early solution.

The visits paid by the Lady Visitors show a considerable increase, particularly in the number of visits paid to old
people, from 241 in 1951 to 561 in 1952, This increase is related to the reconstituted Old People’s Welfare Committee
and the appointment of an Organiser. The Lady Visitors receive much valuable information from the Organiser which
has resulted in the larger number of visits paid, It is hoped to give a fuller account of these activities in the next
annual report. The section dealing with the Holiday Home will be of interest to many.

My best wishes go to my successor, Dr. H. L. Oldershaw, who, by reason of his dual appointment, will be able to
link the work of the Borough with that of the County to their mutual advantage.

_ Itismy final and pleasant duty to express my most sincere thanks to the Members of the Council, to my colleagues
i other departments, and to the Public Health Department staff for the help, support, and friendliness which it has
been my happy privilege to receive during the last six years.

I have the honour to be

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

Medical Officer of Health.



PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS (on December 3lst, 1952).—

Medical Officer of Health :— Deputy Medscal Officer of Health :—
A. B. Stewart, M.D., D.P.H. Mary A. H. Lawson, M.B., B.Ch., D.P.H.
Public Analyst :—C. H. Wordsworth, B.5c., F.R.L.C,

Sanitary Inspectors :—
C. G. Heron (Senior Sanitary Inspector)

Clerical Staff - —
5. W. Ruffey (Chief Clerk)

A, J. O. Sheppard V. L. Ronchetti
H. J. Parker E. B. Wilde
S. W. Wordingham F. J. Pallet (Chief Food Inspector)
A. G. L. E. Houghton E. Marshall
E. J. Cleaver A. C. Harrison (Food Inspector)
D. J. Myers G. Duncan
Ww. J. {:atlmrmle W. H. G. Atkins
J- T. G. Warby J. Mains
L. Allchin G. A. Fraser
J. M. Steven V. A. Vickers
E. Craddock C. Chesterman
T. New D. B. Hooper
C. J. Warner R. Fowler
A. W. Haskey L. H. Whanslaw
Miss D. Smeaton (Medical Officer’s Secretary) A. H. Lawrence .

Mrs, F. M. Bean

Miss E. Z. Amor

Miss J. Thom
Visitor :— Rodent Officer .—
Mrs. E. Thomson W. A. Dunkley

Mortuary Superintendent :— Assistant Mortuary Superintendent :—
C. C. Lewis E. F. Crabb

Holiday Home —
Mrs. G. Hoskings (Manageress) and three whole- time and one part-time Domestic Staff.

In addition there are ten Disinfecting, Fumigation and Rodent Operatives and two Groundsmen.

VITAL STATISTICS.
Area of Borough : 1,356 acres including 20 acres of waterways.
Population—Registrar-General's mid-year estimate ; 124,800 (125 404).
Inhabited houses : 23,366 (23,319).
Rateable value : £1,779,621 (£1,773,718).
Product of a penny rate : £7,110 (£7,104).
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Males | Females Tatal
|
Live BirTHS. I
O N R I 914  (987) 803 1,807 (1,876)
Illegitimate .. .. .. .. ., 128 {148y 149 271 (279)
Total .. 't . £ 5 i 1,036 (1,129) 1,042 2078 (2,155)
STILLBIRTHS.
Tl T L I BT L =i " 16 (22) <8 38 (40)
Hisghtsndsite: L= ¢ 1000 | = =4 3 (7) 5 g8 (12)
Total .. L . Ll 19 (20) 27 6 (52)
DEATHS.
Under one year of age :—
Legitimate . . 2 e s o 29 (32) ! 21 50 (45)
Illegitimate s o o v 3 (7) 3 fi (16)
Total NET L T sew e 32 (39) 24 56 (61)
Under four weeks of age :—
Legitimate .. .. .. .. .. 17 (%1 17 4 (28
Illegitimate e St ik i 1 (3) 3 4 (19)
Total 3 fac B ES B O MO S R B 18 26) 20 38 (40)
Maternal ‘ £% i3 e % - (—) 1 1 (3)
All Ages b ) s S 5 739 (755) 711 1,450 (1,519)
RATES :—

Live birth rate per 1,000 estimated population
Stillbirth rate per 1,000 (live and still) births
Infant deaths under one year of age ~—
All infants per 1,000 live births . e
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live births

llegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births i

Infant deaths under four weeks of age :—
All infants per 1,000 live births = =
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live births

Ilegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births

Maternal death rate per 1,000 (live and still) births

Death rate (all ages) per 1,000 estimated population .

County of London :—
Birth rate ..
Death rate. . o
England and Wales :—
Birth rate ..
Death rate

16,65 (17.19)
21,66 (23.56)

27 (28)
28 (24)
22 (57)
1% (19)
19 (15)
15 (43)

047  (1.36)

11.62 (12.11)

176 = (17.8)
126  (13.1)

1563 {15.5)

11.3 (12.5)
SuMMARY OF VITAL STATISTICS.
| | TUBERCULOSIS
DEATHS UNDER Dearns
Reg. Generals Live Birtus DEeaTHS OneE YEAR [ALL FORMS])

Year Estimate of | . | S R—

Population, | MNumber, Rate. | Nun:ber. | Rate. NumPEr. Rate. Number | Hate.
- ] -

1801 143,978 3359 23-20 2163 15-00 455 135 2- 223 1'53
1811 142.541 2977 20-88 1885 13:22 388 129 3- 212 1-48
1821 145,600 Z859 18-83 1758 12-06 ' 265 a2 4 125 088
1831 140,300 2075 1479 1831 13:05 182 87 4+ 133 0-98
1934 137 400 1884 13-74 1557 11-33 | 125 66 3 b a1 | 0-59
1939 135,300 1812 13-39 1605 12-74 | 1046 Gl 8 4- a5 | 07
1840 a7 860 | 1556 15-50 1766 18-04 | B 59 4 H Hi | 0-B8
1941 77640 1217 1567 1418 18-28 | 64 Gl 4 3 87 | 125
1942 83,640 | 1397 1670 1268 15-16 | 78 56 4 a- 87 1-0d
1843 a0, 580 1569 17-32 1380 15:3% | 107 (55 2 I i} 0-87
1944 93,030 1639 17-62 1388 i4-92 | 100 Gl 2 1= T | 0-80
1945 &6, 790 | 1712 17-16 1367 1369 | 14 &l 7 a- 63 -84
1946 117,670 | 2388 2028 1525 12-946 113 47 4 1+63 100 - 35
1847 127 450 | 2520 19-77 1567 12-29 {1 | 43 1 Q-39 B3 0- 85
1848 128,100 | 253 18-37 1381 10-78 85 35 3 1-24 81 0-83
1949 130,640 | 2243 17417 1489 11.39 58 | 28 2 0-87 85 065
1850 130,600 { 2158 16.51 1307 10,70 62 9 | i 0. 55 0-42
1951 125,400 2155 17.19 1519 12-11 &1 23 3 1.36 58 46
1952 124,800 I 2078 18.85 1450 11.62 : 56 | 27 1 0.47 33 0.28

* Corrected figures after allowing for inward and outward transfers.

MARRIAGES.—The number of marriages solemnised in the Borough during the year was 1,627 (1,635).
DEATHS.—In the following table the deaths are classified according to the Abridged List of the International Manual

of Causes of Death, and the sex-age distribution is also shown,

For comparison, a similar table relating to the year 1951 is given.
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INFECTIOUS DISEASE.—
Notifications.—Following is a table showing the numbers of cases of infections disease notified. The actual number of
cases after allowing for corrections of diagnoses is shown in brackets,

1 |
Diisease | 1945 { 1549 | 1450 ! 1451 - 1952
tAcute encephalitis (infective) ... aa |o=— =) — =} o (1) — | e ) —_— =}
tAcute encephalitis (post infectious) —_— =), ] _ = | — =) | 1 (1) G
Acute pneumonia. (influenzal) H (B) | 25 (24) 11 (L1} i3 (33) 17 (17
Acute pneumonia 'pﬁmﬁl} o it (L) . 62 [B2) 41 [41) | L (57} B0 (80)
§Acute poliomyelitis (paralytic) ... = - - =) | — ) G 2 (1) 8 (8)
fAcute poliomyelitis (non-paralytic) ... wea | i () | 35 132) 6 (6 | 3 {2 3 (3)
Diphtheria ... i 2 = (3) | 13 @ | i =) 2 (1) Il =)
T T P RGEE N S e e T B T L M4 (1) | 22(zEy | 110 (109) 18 (18)
Erysipelas ... et TR e 8 29 29) | I3 (12) | 18 (18) | 10 (10) 7 {7)
Food poisoning or suspected food poisoning 16 (14 | 24 (23) | 41 (38) | 69 (69) | (38
Infective enteritis ... 68 (57) 64 (58) | 7 (36 | 2 (24) 17, [m
Malaria ... 3 3 | * iz | 1 (L) 1 (1) 1 {1}
Measles | ooi  hii o e s | owee e (1087 (K023 - 508'(587) 944 (040) 1,512 (1,611) | 1,082 (1,082)
{Meningococcal infection. .. i Y ] —_ =) 3 @ | k] 3) | B (%
Crphthalmia neonatorum ... ] (9 B (8 1 (1) 4 (4) 4 (4
Faratyphoid fever 2 (2 | 1= {1} | 2 & 1= = 3 (2)
*Puerperal fever .. 7 o 1 Y i — = === =
Puerperal pyrexia... 200 (20) 18 (18) (1) I e ¢ | 87  (8%)
Scahies ... e 196 (194) B4 (B3 51 (51) | 35 (35) 32 (1)
Scarlet fever | 147 (184) 127 (123) 165 (157) | B4 (78) 107  (105)
Smallpox ... e = 242 — =) | = =) -_ =
T;.-phuid or enteric fever ... — =) 3 [—) 1 (1) — =] — [—
Whooping cough ... | .. | | el | . |7 254 (250) 131 (130) 254 (233) | 204 (292) 113 (113

* Ceased to be notifiable on 30.7.48.
t Notifiable from 1.1.50.
§ Mot divided between paralytic and non-paralytic before 1950,

Bacteriological examinations.—The number of examinations made in connection with infectious disease was 333 (531)
including 15 (41) examinations of sputum for tuberculosis. |

Routine examinations were also made of the water from the Council’s swimming baths.

Visiting.—The Lady Inspectors visit cases of infectious disease with the exceptions given below, and following isa
summary of their work in this connection.

Disease | Visits Drisease Visits
Chickenpox = 5 s 190 (403) | Meningococcal infections e 23 (15)
Diphtheria - 3 o) 7 {12 Prneumonia = - r 8 (80)
Dysentery. . o 2 - 4 (206) | Poliomyelitis .. S = 33 (28)
Encephalitis A i i — {—) | Scabies and lice = i 457 (347)
Erysipelas. . e e 5 11 (17) | Scarlet fever .. T = 144 (118)
Malaria .. i § A 5 1 (1) | Typhoid fevers s 4 4 (5)
Measles .. =2 i S I {1,660) | Whooping cough T o 180 (351)
J J

In addition to the above 1,135 (726) miscellaneous calls were paid. Visits were also made to shops, outworkers
and aged persons as mentioned elsewhere.

Smallpox cases are visited by the male Sanitary Inspectors, food poisoning or suspected food poisoning by the
Food Inspectors, puerperal pyrexia, ophthalmia neonatorum and infective enteritis by the London County Council's
Health Visitors, and tuberculosis by the Nurses at the Chest Clinic.

Visits to cases of infectious disease paid by the male Sanitary Inspectors numbered 29 (193) all of which wereto
smallpox contacts referred to us by Port Authorities or under the Aircraft Regulations.

During the year 331 certificates of inoculation and vaccination were submitted for the doctor’s signature to be
authenticated.



9
TUBERCULOSIS.

Public Health (Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1952.—These Regulations came into force on the 1st May, 1952 and revoke
the 1930 Regulations. They continued to make cases of tuberculosis notifiable but the other powers and duties formerly
given to sanitary authorities were not replaced as they ™ had become outdated and at variance with the present structure
and operation of the tuberculosis services.”

Notifications.—
The numbers of cases notified are shown in the following table :—
. Incidence Rate
Year Population Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary Total Cases (all forms) per
4 1,000 Pop.
1911 £ ni ) 142,541 397 ' No record 397 pul. $:-8 ol
1921 . ee 145,600 244 81 335 2:3
1931 | 140,300 213 87 300 2-1
1930 i o 135,300 188 32 221 1-8
1940 e i 97,860 188 1 37 205 2:1
1941 & L2 77,840 184 | 26 210 27
1042 S . 83,640 195 . 40 235 2-8
1943 - vil 90,580 . 229 : 28 , 267 2-8
1944 e Lo 93,030 233 26 259 28
1945 e . 89,700 | 224 . 21 245 2'5
1946 ¢ 117,670 261 24 285 2-4
war v Ll G ureagiasg . | 273 22 . 205 ' 23
1048 = Trin vinr e 128,100 306 - 23 320 28
1949 il ey 130,640 305 28 333 25
1950 4 | 130,600 246 j 23 269 2-1
1951 - oy 125,400 233 - 32 265 | 2.1
1952 e (e 124,800 241 26 267 ! 2-1
The following cases came to the knowledge of the Department during the year otherwise than by notification.
PULMONARY ! NoN-PULMONARY
Source of i
information
Males Females | Males Females
. I
Death Returns from Local Registrars .. 4 (6) — (3) i 1 1) — (1
Death Returns from Registrar-General . . 4 (—) 1 (1) | - (=) — (1)
Posthumous notifications o ol 2 (2) =l | -l T
| ' |
Transfers from other areas (excluding | i -
transferable deaths) .. - = 8 (29) i 5 (19) ‘ — (3) | — {3)
£ | E
Totpl Wbt sd aeciacssnit (i 18 (87) 6 (24) ‘ T — (5)
The following table shows the age distribution of the notified cases.
P L= = " | 10— | 16— | 20— | 26— | 86— | 45— | 55— | 65— | 76— | All Ages
Pulmonary-Male ... ... — (O[% 1 w2z @z m = (8)/17 (12)44 (40)37 (20) 11 (11)] 7 (14)| 4 (10)] 3 (1)134 (133)
Pulmonary-Female el (== @7 ® 1 @3 3 (4) 10 {ﬁ];m:mn (35)(20 (15) 6 (8)) 7 (4)}— (1) 1{—}{:&7 {100}

En-Pulmnnar}r-MaI(: bor = (=)= = 1 (4) 4 r-u; 2:—}%— [Eiil (=)} 2 {s}f L (=)= (8)] L (=)= (=)— (—)| 12 (18)
Non-Pulmonary-Female ... \— (1)|—(—)— () 1 (1)] 1 {I}i 1 {a}[ s (2 @2 s M1 1 0y

Torar-.. *+.|1 {mils (3) 9 (18) 8 (12)| & (8) 14 (15) 40 (33){80 (81)/60 [-u.}iin e 18y 4 (1| & (1) 267 (285)

1
|
[, ok | 1 | | e

b2t Sl L
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The ward distribution of the cases notified during 1952 is as follows :—

PULMONARY ! Non-PULMONARY
TotaL
WaRD |
Males | Females Males | Females
I
BT i N B (11D (T B T - LR < RO 23 (16)
T e et s e\ |+ | | e 1 (3) 98 (40
T e RO T SO — |y W T O T 1 () 41 (37
s o T SRR R T 1 (2 & (3 40 (63
Church S s ol e e O O | s e | | R [ | s i | 27 (22)
Town e ik | 10 (1) 7 (4 = {9 - - 17 (5)
Lancaster Gate, West . ke e e T 10 (11 soads) | B M 14 (32)
Lancaster Gate, East . . v <o B N0 16 (8B) 1 -} | 1 2 20 (20)
HydePark .. .. .. .. .| 19 (1§ | 9 (1) -4 | ¥ @ 20 (31)
Borough e we lies we ea| 184 (138) (207 (100) | 22 (18) | 14 (14) | 267 (265

Deaths.—The numbers of deaths from tuberculosis, and the death rates for each year from 1939 are set out in the

following table :—

NuMBER oF DEATHS FroMm Total DEat-RaTE PER 1,000 Pop.

Yo Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary Deaths Pulmonary | All Forms of

Tuberculosis Tuberculosis Tuberculosis | Tuberculosis
.. | 83 12 95 066 | 07
1840 ., 72 14 56 073 ' 088
1ML ... Bb 12 a7 1-09 r 123
142 ... 70 17 BT 0-83 104
143 ... T4 i} 78 0-82 087
1044 ... 76 8 B4 0-R2 : 0-80
N g g 59 9 68 | 069 ' 068
" R v 05 5 100 L 080 | 085
1947 .., 7l - 12 B3 . 0-58 0-65
1048 ... 69 I 12 81 | 0-54 0-83
T 79 . 8 85 0.60 | 0-65
W | 53 " 2 56 041 ; 0-42
1961 ... 55 : 3 i | 044 | 0-48
1952 ... | az 1 33 1 0-28 | 0-26

Work carried out at the Chest Clinic.—The following particulars relating to Paddington patients have been supplied

by Dr. Keeping of the Chest Clinic :—

Patients examined for the first time (excluding contacts)

MNumber of the above found to be tuberculous ;

Contacts examined .. b : Ay i . -
Contacts found to be tuberculaus i s P - kL =
Attendances at Chest Clinic X B & 8 L £
Visits by Chest Physicians .. e i r 2 e
Visits by Nurses > ™ il n . ol e

EC]

T
. 11,251 (9,448)

1,576 (1,018
203  (305)
672 (769)

(11)

.. 261 [:uﬂ
.. 2305 (2,266)
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VENEREAL DISEASE.—The Borough Council continued to give publicity to the dangers of this disease, and to the
facilities for treatment. There is a Special Clinic at St. Mary's Hospital,

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACTS, 1948-1952.
Section 47.—Removal to switable premises of persons in need of care and attention.
The Lady Visitors made 561 (241) visits in connection with aged persons.

One old lady was removed to hospital under the National Assistance (Amendment) Act and remained there for
the statutory three weeks. Meanwhile her room was cleaned and her affairs put in order. Since she returned home
no further complaint or request for assistance has been made and recent enquiries showed her to be in fair health.

Section 50— Burial or cremation of the dead.—During the year 30 (39) burials and one (—) cremation were arranged.

MORTUARY.—Details of the work at the mortuary are given below :—

Bodies received at mortuary 3 s . S .is 398 (356)
Inguests held .. s &s T i 4 38 i i3 98  (108)
Coroner’s certificates issued .. i 2 ¥ ia ot 283 (239
Post mortem examinations made .. i 5 - ! 326 (309)
Bodies received to await burial - " pb ad ¥ 17 (9)

The improvement of the very poor reception and viewing facilities at the Council’s Mortuary is still receiving the
energetic attention of the Public Health Committee. The previous difficulties in connection with obtaining a
Faculty which the original proposals required have now been overcome by the adoption of an alternative scheme
entirely within the precincts of the Mortuary grounds, and a tender has been accepted for the necessary works.

WATER SUPPLY.—One (—) water supply certificate was issued under Section 95 of the Public Health (London)
Act, 1936.

The water supply was cut off by the Metropolitan Water Board in five (seven) cases on account of wastage of
non-payment of rates and the Council notified in accordance with Section 98 of the Public Health (London) Act,
1936. Two of the premises concerned were found to be empty and the water was reinstated in the remaining three cases.

Five (eight) complaints of the quality of the water supply were received. Nothing injurious to health was found.
Appropriate action was taken by the Inspectors in each case and no further complaints were received.

FUMIGATION SERVICE AND CLEANSING OF VERMINOUS ROOMS.—

Number of rooms fumigated for vermin by the Council .. - 15 (19)
Number of rooms sprayed for vermin by the Council .. - 1,523 (1,193)

Number of notices served under section 123 of the Public He.alth

{London), Act, 1036 - | (1)

Seriously bug-infested rooms are now rarely found in the Borough owing to the higher standards of the public
and the greater efficacy of modern control methods,

There has been, however, a considerable increase in the requests for assistance in dealing with cockroaches. This
pest is one of the most difficult and expensive to control but a fair degree of success has been achieved in all cases.

DISINFECTING STATION AND MEDICINAL BATHS.—
Disinfection carried out ~—

Weight of goods passed through the steam disinfector i P 11 tons (12} tons)
Number of rooms disinfected after infectious disease i = e e 226  (305)
Number of library books disinfected 5 ot g - o i 605 (581)
Scabies :—
Number of adults treated .. - - 106 (143)
Number of children treated .. 24 = 2 5 - s 8 (17)
Number of treatments given o e i i i . - 185 (262)
Vermin :— Heads Bodies
Number of adults treated .. = 4 5 3 i X i 92 (126) 138 (189)

Number of children treated .. - i i 3l (66) 12 (—)

School children receive treatment at the London County Council Cleansing Station and where necessary this
Department is requested to investigate contacts or home conditions,
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SMOKE NUISANCE.—Six (5) complaints regarding smoke nuisance were received during the year. It was ne

to serve a notice in only one case, Legal proceedings were taken for failure to comply with this notice and a Prohibition
Order made and costs awarded to the Council. At a further hearing towards the end of the year a penalty was imposed
for non-compliance with the Prohibition Order.

PIGEONS.—No (4) complaints were received. Section 121 of the Public Health (London) Act, 1936, authorises the
Council to destroy or cause to be destroyed any ownerless pigeons which are causing a nuisance. Two persons have
been authorised to destroy pigeons in the Borough. Anyone complaining of a nuisance from pigeons is referred to
these pigeon catchers who do their work without cost to the Council. Advice about measures which can be taken to
prevent the hirds settling or nesting on the buildings is given by the Inspectors concerned.

FACTORIES.—Following is a table showing the work carried out during the year under the Factories Act, 1937.

Number of
Mumber
Premises on Written Occupiers
Register Inspections notices prosecuted
ii) Factories in which Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 are to
be enforced by Local Authorities ... 68 (B4) 23 (36) 1 (3 - {—}
(fi) Factories not included in (i) in which Section 7 is .
enforced by the Local Authority ... : 536 (487) | 280 (249) 4 (13) = (=]
(til) Other Premises in which Section 7 is enforced by |
the Local Awuthority (excluding oiut-workers' | |
premises) 11 (13) | 8 9 | - {—) | e |
TOTAL ... .| 618 (504) i 300 (204) t 5 e | Ll
| 1
Number of cases in which defects were found Number of
| | cases
' Referred | which
Particulars of Defects Found Remedied ToHM. | ByHDM. prosecutions
Inspector | Inspector wers
| inatituted
|
Want of cleanliness (S.1) 2 (3 3 | = | - @ ==}
Owvercrowding (5.2} ... = =7 (h | 1 (=) | e T
Unreasonable temperature (5.3) b - =) = {= | = (= - (— = (=
Inadequate ventilation (S.4) ... L. {1) 1(—) R{=kjon 3 =) ==
Inefiective drainage of floors (S.6) ... .. .| =(—) I e - (=)
Sanitary Conveniences (5.7)
{a) Insufficient ... - (8 1 {23 ) - (3 = (=
{8} Unsuitable or defective l 28 (27) 25 (22) - (= 5 () - (=
{¢) Not separate for sexes i el 2 (5) 1 (8 = = (3 - (=
Dther offences against the Act (not including offences I !
relating to Outwork) =l 1 () 1 (2 4 (5) | ol = (=}
TOTAL ... .| 34 (47 31 (34) 8 (5) I 5 (14) - =)
1
i :
OUTWORKERS
Section 110 Section 111
No. of No, of No. of No. of
outworkers cases of prosecu- instances
in August default tions for of work in Notices Frosecutions
list roquired in sending failure to unwholesorme served
by Sect. lists to the supply lists promises
11001} (&) Council
1
i
115 (104) - (=) - = o I Y = I Y
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The 115 (104) outworkers visited were engaged in the following occupations :—

Wearing apparel ., o .. B8 (56)
Christmas crackers 7y S
Artificial flowers .. i se 2 (=)
Paper bags .. 20 (36)
Wrappings, paper 3 (—)

All the premises used were found to be suitable.

WORK OF THE DISTRICT INSPECTORS.—
SUMMARY,
Complaints, inspections and notices served —

Complaints received :

Inspections and reinspen:tiﬂn..v. of d;l.rfelljn[-;. houses

Inspections of basements A ¢k
Inspections for purposes of the Housing Acts .
Visits in connection with re-housing applications
Visits in connection with infectious disease
Smoke observations. o e G
Written Intimation Notices served

Statutory Notices served ..

Bye-law Notices served .. ¥

Work CarriED OuT.
Difects remedied =—
New dustbins provided
Roofs repaire

Gutters and rainwater pip&;.rene'.;‘éd or ;é;mimﬂ'

Dampness remedied . Fie i
Rooms, staircases and passages cleansed
Yard paving repaired i Y :
Water-closets repaired or renewed
Wall and ceiling plaster renewed
Flooring repaired .. - e
Accumulations of rubbish removed
Sundry repairs s ¢
Staircase lighting provided
Windows repaired .. ita
Drainage —
Entire re-drainage carried out
Partial re-drainage carried out -
Drains tested or examined . s
Drains repaired
Drains cleared i e
Drainage conversion work carried out . .
Soil and waste pipes repaired or renewed
New sinks provided " ik -
New baths or lavatory basins provided ..
Water supply :—
New supplies provided
Supplies reinstated s
Cisterns cleansed .. .
Cisterns renewed

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.—

Number of cases referred for legal action
Number of summonses heard o

Fines imposed . i 4

Costs awarded in cases heard e ot
Abatement and/or Prohibition Orders made
Number of cases adjourned sine die

Number of summonses withdrawn on pa},rn;ént of costs ..

Amount of costs received on withdrawn summonses

Button carding a2 7 - — (1)
Toys 3 - 1% g {8
Lampshades .. - - co = (B)
Metalwork .. B s o= (1)

No cases of infectious disease were reported from outworkers’
premises. The Lady Sanitary Inspector engaged in this work m

ade 347 (461) visits,

3,064  (4,141)
30,622 (34,585)
330 (384)
P, ety ol 116 (194)
SN % sadietit s 1,027 (1,641)
4 devend % ARE) 5 20 (193)
85 (35
1,868  (1,704)
800 (832)
371 (372)
214 (213)
720 (996)
326  (278)
718 (1,163)
1,944  (1,833)
29 (31)
357  (449)
1,042 (1,448)
261 (322)
157 (140)
1,012 (1,172)
12 (22)
008 (913)
s P
227 (225)
417 (516)
121 (189)
207 (280)
108 (97)
148 (171)
249 (200)
671 (665)
62 (57)
33 (27)
17 {15)
86 (62)
157 (147)
89 (49)
£145 155, 0d. ({65 0s. 0d.)
£88 135, 0d.  (£79 15s. 0d)
it 39 (25)
s 5 {3)
5 65

3 (56)
£11385.0d, ({11410, 0d.)
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RENT AND MORTGAGE INTEREST (RESTRICTIONS) ACTS.—Applications for disrepair certificates numbered 12 (12) -
7 (12) certificates were granted,

One (1) clearance certificate was applied for. This was not granted.

DRAINAGE RECONSTRUCTION PLANS.—During the year 274 (220) plans were submitted for drainage work in
existing buildings.
COMMON LODGING HOUSES.—The Lady Sanitary Inspector made 1 (2) visit to Cecil House, which has 66 beds and

is the only common lodging house in the Borough. Visits were paid by a Male Sanitary Inspector to examine the
fire escape arrangements,

PHARMACY AND POISONS ACTS.—At the end of the year the Register confained the names of 115 (110) persons
entitled to sell the poisons scheduled in Part 11 of the Poisons List.

CANAL BOATS.—The canal boats inspector visited Paddington Basin on 40 (48) occasions during 1952 and made 28
(31) inspections of canal boats. Four notices were served and complied with. One girl of school age was found to be
living on boats coming into the Basin. No deaths were registered in Paddington and no cases of infectious disease
reported from among the canal boat population.

BAKEHOUSES.—The number of bakehouses in the Borough increased by one to twenty-seven. There are now 8§ (8)
" underground " and 19 (18) * level " bakehouses. They are constantly inspected, 195 (193) visits being paid. A smoke
nuisance and breaches of the Food and Drugs Act were found in one instance which are reported upon elsewhere in
thizs Report.

RODENT CONTROL.—The following table gives details of the work carried out during the year under the Prevention
of Damage by Pests Act, 1949,

Dwelling All other
. Houses - Property ! Total

Total number of properties in district G o .. 23,364 (23,319) 4,660 (4,601) 28,026 (27,920)
Number of properties inspected as a result of—

{a) notifications I i 53 o i or | 416  (354) 107 (103) 5623  (457)

(6) otherwise .. " . W o . e | 169 (176) | 48 (5) 217 (226)
Number of properties found to be infested by rats—

Major infestation i o ik o i — [—) — {1} | - (1)

Minor infestation .. i v 5 s o |- 224 (185) 49 (1) | 273  (256)
Number of properties found to be seriously infested by mice | 164  (120) 31 (32) 186  (1562)
Number of infested properties treated by rodent operatives | 388 (304) | 76 (104) | 464  (408)

]

One notice was served which was complied with. Five (3) * block " control schemes were carried out. The
sewers in the Borough received two treatments, in January and June. Trays were fixed at 150 points in the sewers,

These trays are permanent fixtures introduced on the recommendation of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
and are used for depositing thereon the pre-baits and poison baits. By this method the laying of baits is facilitated and
moreover prevents the baits being washed away thereby destroying evidence as to whether they have been taken or not.
These will be installed throughout the sewers next year and should be the means of saving time and labour in the future
treatment of sewers,

RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1951.—At the end of the year four (5) premises where filling
material was being used were registered. There were no premises in the Borough where rag flock is manufactured or
stored. Twelve samples were taken and all were satisfactory except one which failed to comply with the required
standard of cleanliness to a minor extent. On the advice of the Analyst no action was taken beyond notifying the user
and warning the wholesaler.

SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACTS.—No licences to act as slaughtermen were applied for. One licence, granted in
1951, is still in force.

PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951.—This Act which came into operation on the 1st April, 1952 provides that no person shall
keep a pet shop excepting under the authorization of a licence issued by the Council on payment of a fee of 10/- and
subject to compliance with the conditions specified thereon. In addition the Act makes it an offence (i) for any person
to carry on a business of selling animals as pets in any street or public place except at a stall or barrow in a market,
(ii) to sell an animal as a pet to a person whom the Vendor has reasonable cause to believe to be under the age of 12
years. The Act authorizes inspection by the Council’s officers and lays down penalties for offences and for wilful
obstruction of officers in the exercise of their powers of entry or inspection. At the end of 1952 seven licences had
been issued by the Council.
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A decision that the giving of pets as prizes is not within the scope of the Act may lead to an unsatisfactory state
of affairs on fairgrounds, a problem unlikely to occur in the borough.

FOOD SUPERVISION.

Byelaws for the Protection of Food.—These byelaws, made by the London County Council under section 15 of the
Food and Drugs Act, 1938, came into operation on the 3rd November, 1952. They concern the distribution of food in
all its aspects—handling, wrapping, keeping and delivery—and considerably strengthen the forces fighting for clean
food.

London County Council (General Powers) Aet, 1952.—Clause 27 of this Act prohibits rag and bone dealers from giving
or selling food or drink in connection with their business. [Little trouble has been experienced in Paddington during
recent years in this respect but the clause undoubtedly closes another loophole in the legislation. Powers are given now
to eliminate this potential source of contaminated food.

Unsonnd food.—Approximately 11 (16) tons of diseased or unsound food were surrendered for destruction.

Legal proceedings were instituted for offences under the Food and Drugs Act, 1938 against the owner of a bakehouse
and a total of £12 in fines was imposed on four summonses. At a later hearing (10 in fines was imposed on five
summonses brought against the same defendant.

After consideration by the Public Health Committee warning letters were sent to the firms concerned in two cases
where a fly and a splinter of wood were found in loaves of bread.

Bacteriological examinations of milk and food.—Milk.—The number of samples submitted was 133 (170), all of which
complied with the tests prescribed in the Milk Regulations.

Ice cream.—Samples of ice cream, 39 (45) in number, examined for bacterial content as prescribed in the Ice
Cream (Heat Treatment) Regulations gave the following results :—

Grade 1 2o o RS | L 6 L | Grade 3 .. 5 e T (14)
Grade 2 — . 20 (8) Grade 4 .. e . ]

llfg " lollies "'.—These cannot be graded because of the colouring matter in them, but 8 (8) were examined by other
methods.

Other samples.—Samples of condensed milk, cream pastries, sausages, chutney, pickles, cod roe paste, duck eggs
and mussels were submitted. In no instance were any pathogens found.

Food poisoning.—The following table gives a summary of the corrected cases of food poisening or suspected food
poisoning notified during the year :—

Number of corrected cases .. i i > - P 38 (69)

Outbreaks due to identified agents.—

Total outbreaks Nil (1)

Total cases o v Nil (3)
Outbreaks due to—

Chemical poisons i i o o o g Nil (=)

Salmonella organisms .. i i b s e Nil [—)

Staphylococci .. o = a: i s L Nil (D)

CL botulinum .. . i o oE s o2 Nil (=)

Other bacteria .. 5 rr o e = = Nil (—)
Outbreaks of undiscovered cause—

Total outbreaks o o s i o s 1 (=)

Total cases g o st o o i T 4 (=)
Single cases—

Agents identified . . - - [ > b4 o 3 (5

Unknown cause .. L 3 o o o b 31 (61)

Sampling.—Five hundred and fifty-one (600) samples were submitted to the Public Analyst.  All the samples were
reported on as genuine except the samples of baking powder which were deficient in available carbon dioxide. No
action was considered necessary because these samples came from a small stock which had been in store for some time
and after the Analyst's report was received none was sold.



16

Number

E

MNumber
Adulterated

I1i=

Eg
3

In=
formal

=
Eg
7

Number Number

Examined | Adulterated
For- | In- | For- | In-
mal mal formal

Almonds,
Jupmn tal

Ba.l:m wdgr
Beef, Er[::ud

Bicarbonate of soda =3

Biscuits

Blmcmrlig pawdﬁ

Blauds pi
Boracic acid
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Cheese
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Ham, canned
Honey
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lee cream
Ice lollies
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Lemon c:h!tue
Lemon juice

Liver sau
Luncheon meat
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Margarine
Meat pie ..
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Milk
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Mmmme‘a.t
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Vitamin tablets
Water
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Food premises.—Following are details of the food premises in the Borough at the end of the year :—

Food * Shops ™" :—

Bakers

Cake *;h::;p:s

Butchers

Horsemeat slmps {human ::nnsumptmn]
Confectioners i3 s

Chemists

Fishmongers ..
Fried fish sha::-ps

Grocers

g S v Provision stores
16 (14) Domestic stores
5 () Corn chandlers
2 (2 Greengrocers

. 107 (110) General shops
Bl [48) Public Houses
24 (24 Cider Houses
19 (22) Off Licences

36 (43)

Cafes, restaurants, eh:.

127
14

[

] |
44
o8

2
o4

. 143
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Note.—There are 117 (115) shops registered for the sale of milk and 193 (170) premises registered for the sale
of ice-cream.

Food Factories :—
There are 11 (11) food factories in the Borough including 3 (3) ice-cream factories.

Street Traders :(—

Coffee stalls .. D o .. 7 (1)  Greengrocers' rounds .. . 12 (18)
Greengrocers’ stalls .. = - a2 (a8 Ice-cream stalls 2: (2
Animal Food Dealers :(—
There are two cats’ meat shops in the Borough as last year.
Catering Establishments ;—
The following establishments hold catering licences from the Ministry of Food
Private hotels .. o L oo 169 (164) Staff canteens v s «o al o (B6)

Industrial canteens .. o oo 19 (1D Institutions r h wo oo HE O (16)
Public Houses A & Bl (83)

Milk Licences.—Licences in force at the end of the year are given in the table below.

Dealers’ ealers®
Principal Licences Supplementary Licences

To sell—
“ Pasteurised " milk .. = I 77 (685) 19 (20)
“ Sterilised *’ milk ... .. .. 113 (101) 22 (20)
“ Tuberculin tested ”* milk ... 58 (75) 16 (20)

CLEAN FOOD.—In my last Annual Report, this subject was dealt with at some length stressing the following points :—
(i) the necessity for the insistence by the shopping public upon the hygienic handling of food by shop assistants ;

(ii} the necessity for the housewife herself to use every care in the storage of food and the preparation of meals
in the home ;

(iii) the need for consistently practising elementary precautions such as seeing that everyone washes their
hands after using the water-closet ; covering any sores on the hands when preparing food ; and keeping all food
covered from flies ;
and I have repeated these points briefly above because their importance cannot be over-emphasized ; and also in the
hope that this reminder will keep everyone on the alert.

Further 1 would mention the continuous effort of the food inspectors to improve the standards of the public eating
places and food shops. Their vigilance is unceasing and if the shopping public maintain their vigilance also, | am
confident that cases of food poisoning from that source will be extremely rare.

In many instances the shopkeeper is handicapped by the type of premises he occupies.  In some cases the desire
to make improvements is thwarted either by the prohibitive cost of the alterations desired or by the very structure of
the premises restricting efforts in this direction.

Every month the Public Health Committee have before them the report of the food inspectors on conditions
found and action taken at food shops and restaurants chosen at random from their visits and inspections, and it is no
exaggeration to say that with the co-operation and willingness of all persons concerned, steady progress is being made
towards achieving the best conditions possible in establishments where food is prepared and handled. The London
County Council bye-laws for the protection of food which came into force on the 3rd November it is hoped will matenally
assist the Council’s efforts.

SHOPS ACTS.—The Shops Acts Inspectors made 1,351 (1,500) visits. No statutory action was necessary, all contraven-
tions found being dealt with informally.

MASS RADIOGRAPHY.—The following information has been provided by the Organising Secretary of the Mass
X-ray Unit No. 6B :—
Mass radiography in Paddington during 1952 consisted of two separate types of survey.

Early in the year the hospitals and chest clinic were suffering from a severe shortage of full-size x-ray film,
and the Unit's help was sought to take as many of their x-rays as the medical authorities considered justified. As
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a result of this the Unit visited Paddington between January and May, once in each month, for a total of twelve days.
During these twelve days 3,122 persons were x-rayed, of whom 44 men and 65 women were recalled for a second picture
on a large film. The following table gives the results of these large films :—

Referred to Tuberculosis Officer L4 2 o 34
No further action required i e 2 o 43
Recheck at a later date .. B %, i 1 17
Did not attend for large film b s - e 1
Awaiting result of investigation .. i - £ 14

By May, 1852 ** Odelco " sets had been received by the hospitals and chest clinic and the work was transferred to
these sets, The Unit had provided much needed assistance when it was required but the demand did not reach
the estimated volume, as provision was made to x-ray a total of 6,600 persons under this scheme.

Under the normal planning, the Unit visited the Maternity and Child Welfare Centre at 283, Harrow Road in
December and provision was made to x-ray 4,925 persons, In fact 3,147 presented themselves and of this number
28 men and 20 women were recalled for large films to be taken.

From these large films the following were obtained :—

Male | Female | Total
Intrathoracic new growth .. - Wl = | 1 | 1
Active primary lesions (without symptoms) | I P 1
Active post primary unilateral (without | ' -
symptoms) it s mr Lo -— | 1 . 1
Active post primary unilateral (with symp- '
toms) e Nea | DRIRUL § kel g | = | 2
Active post primary bilateral (with symp- | ! .
toms) . .y i N s T 1
Inactive post primary lesions 1 ] g 3
Sarcoidosis o ot e - [ ' 1
Totals . . = i A - | 4 6 | 10
|

The Council made a grant of £10 towards the cost of the publicity for the second survey. In addition, posters
were exhibited and leaflets made available to the public at the Council's establishments. Booking centres, where
appointments could be made, were opened at the Public Health Department and the Queen’s Park Library.

OLD PEOPLE'S WELFARE.—For some years there has been an Old People’s Welfare Committee in Paddington.
This Committee was however given a new impetus in January, 1952, when it was reconstituted at the suggestion of the
Mayor at that time, Alderman Norris Kenyon, J.P., B.Sc., L.C.C.

One of the first acts of the new committee was to appoint a paid part-time organiser for which purpose a grant was
obtained from the Borough Council. Shortly afterwards a small fund was raised by the Committee for their general
activities and already much good work has been done and several schemes are in hand for providing services to ease
the burden of old age.

HOLIDAY HOME.The holidays at Bexhill continued to be so popular that many more people applied to go than
could be accommodated. During the vear 583 guests were accommodated at the Home. The figures for previous
years are 1949 (the Home apened in April)—461 ; 1950573 | 1951—581.

Staffing the Home continued to present difficulties. At one period in the summer there was neither a cook nor a
domestic, leaving only the Manageress and the chambermaid-waitress, Thanks are due to the Manageress for her finé
work in keeping the Home running smoothly and maintaining the high standard of comfort and enjoyment which the
guests so frequently comment on.

In accordance with the desire expressed by the Council on the 31st January, 1952, a suitably framed photogra
of the late Alderman Mrs. Paterson was unveiled in the entrance hall of the Home on the 26th April, 1952. The
inscription, which is in black lettering on a white mount underneath the photograph, reads as follows ‘—

In memory of
ALDERMAN Mgs. M. M. Patemsow, O.B.E., ].P.
member of Paddington Metropolitan Borough Council
from 1934 to 1951,
Her untiring efforts on behalf of the aged
led to the establishment of this Holiday Home.
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The simple but impressive unveiling of the photograph was performed by His Worship the Mayor (Alderman
Norris Kenyon, J.P., B.5c., L.C.C.). He was supported by members of the Council, the Old People's Welfare Committee
and Mrs. Paterson’s family. This ceremony provided a fitting tribute to a lifetime spent in the interests of the people
of Paddington.

HOUSING.—
Houses unfit for human habitation.
No. of basement rooms dealt with by closing orders .. i e .o 216 (234)
No. of upper parts of premises dealt with by closing orders .. = o 2 (1)
No. of houses dealt with by demolition orders or in respect of which under-
takings were accepted . . i ik A 4 (16)

Forty-six (33) persons were displaced as a result of the Council’s operations, sixteen (18) being rehoused by the
Paddington Borough Council. Three (4) secured accommodation through their own efforts and twenty-seven (7)
are awaiting suitable Council vacancies.

Closing orders were determined or undertakings cancelled on six (7) basements and the upper parts of two (3)
mews premises.  One (1) house was wholly made fit following action under Section 11 of the Housing Act, 1936, Eight
(7) other basements were made fit without recourse to formal proceedings,

Compulsory Repairs.

M'wenty-two (38) notices under Section 9 of the Housing Act, 1936 were served during the year. Seven (7) were
complied with and works were in progress at fourteen (15) other premises. In none (1) of these cases was default
action found necessary. In one (15) case work had not commenced. Of the thirty-two (9) notices served prior to
1952 which remained outstanding, thirty have been complied with and in two (2) cases the work was carried out by the
Council in default. At two other premises the required repairs were executed by the owners without formal action
bemng taken.

Housing Act, 1936—0vercrowding.

fa) (1) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end of the year o = = 395 {548)
(2) Number of families dwelling therein ., o ik i ot - 411 (554)
(3) Number of persons dwelling therein .. £ o ”» 4 1,600 (Units) (2,084)

() Number of new cases of overcrowding reported during the year .. i i i3 (184)

(e} (1) Number of cases of overcrowding relieved during the year .. o i 216 (269)
(2Z) Number of persons concerned in such cases ., i 722} (Units) (9954)

The number of overcrowded dwellings on the Register of Overcrowding at the end of 1952 (395) shows a decrease
of 153 on the figure for 1951 (548). Some 87 of these were basement dwellings.

Of the cases of overcrowding relieved during the year, 20 (14) were provided with accommodation by the Borough
Council, 52 (85) were rehoused by the London County Council, 108 (135) secured accommodation privately, and 27 (35)
were relieved by a natural reduction in the size of the family or on obtaining additional accommodation.

The practice of sending warning letters to owners and landlords against permitting the premises to become again
overcrowded has been continued in all known cases where overcrowding of premises has been abated.

Rehousing Inguiries.
Some 900 communications were received during the year from the Borough Director of Housing, the County

Divisional Medical Officer, the County Director of Housing and Valuer, and from other authorities requesting informa-
tion on the housing condition of persons applying for re-housing on grounds of overcrowding, insanitary conditions,
and ill-health. Such information enables the enquirer to assess the degree of priority to be given to the applicants

concerned. In each case a visit was made by the Sanitary Inspector and a report furnished,

Housing Accommodation :  Preferential Trealment.

Twelve (5) families recommended for preferential consideration in the allocation of accommodation on medical
grounds were rehoused by the Borough Council, and seventeen (4) by the London County Council.

New Accommodalion,

During the year 12 flats at Queen's Park Court and 102 flats at Hallfield, were completed and selected
applicants rehoused therein,

Fumigation,

Associated Fumigators, Ltd., under an agreement with the Council, removed and treated the furniture and effects
of 20 (44) families with hydrogen iyh;;:iﬂe during the year. The cost of the work was £239 14s. 0d. ( 60). On
the 1st April, 1952, the charge for this work (£9 18s. 0d.) was increased to £10 10s. 0d. per van per day. charge
made by the Council to persons whose furniture and effects are dealt with under this agreement is £5.






