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BACTERIOLOGICAL LABORATORY.

During the year 132 examinations have been made at the Lister
Tustitute in 100 suspected cases of diphtheria, 22 of typhoid fever, and
8 of pulmonary tuberculosis, at a cost of £20 123, 8d. At the general
hospitals bacteriological examinations are made in the laboratories of
the medical schools attached thereto.

The result of the 132 examinations were as follows:—

I
Diphtheria . . +- | 24 positive ‘e .+ | T8 negative,

\ (In 4 cases Hoffman's
psendo - diphtheria
was recognised.)

Typhoid fever .. . .+ | 12 positive . .4 ] 10 negative.
Tuberculosis .. i «s | 1 positive . . | 7 negative.

The report of the bacteriologist is of very cousiderable value in
assisting medical men in forming a correct diagnosis in doubtful cases,
and may thereby prevent persons not suffering from an infectious
disease being sent to a fever hospital.

IMSINFECTION.

During 1905, 1,177 zooms in 667 houses were disinfected by the Staff
of the-Department, 34,703 articles were subjected to steam disin-
fection in the City Disinfecting Stations. In addition, a number of
rooms and their contents were disinfected to the satisfaction of wedical
men by private firms. 151 articles were destroyed by fire at the
request of the owners. j

Disinfection was carried out after all cases of the notitiable diseases,
except as regards erysipelas (in which disinfection was only performed
when the circumstances of the case required it), and also after 36 cases
of measles, 3 German measles, 7 chicken-pox, 1 whooping cough, 15
cancer, 3 influenza, 1 glanders, 1 Mediterranean fever, 1 cholera
(suspicious), 1 mumps, and 49 phthisis. Fifty-two books were disin-
fected. Books belonging to the publie libraries are, as a rule, treated
by the librarians, a copy of each certificate of infectious disease being
sent to the Chief Librarian.

Shelters—Six persons were admitted to the temporary shelters
(Horseferry Road and Dufour’s Place) during 1905. 5

One nurse had her clothing disinfected and received a bath at one
of the shelters after attendance on a case of puerperal fever.

The following table gives a comparative statement of the above
work during the past five years :— :






Y

1001, 1902. 1903. 1004, 1905,
I v
|
Houses e s 22 B3t 1,007 700 5681 4| 667
Rooms T 33 e 1,287 1.536 1,089 985 | 1,177
Articles disinfected .. .| 32,218 | 89,965 | 27.766 | 29,107 | 34703
Articles ﬂe:rtrnyed o £h a5 37 1268 | 62 | 151
Books .. »e i e 25 24 16 | 10 52
Number admitted to shelters 13 20 19 ! a9 | G
]

Cleansing of Persons—Under the provisions of this Act seven
persons received a free bath and had their verminous clothing disin-
fected. Since the closing of the Denzell Street premises there has been
no accommodation for this work, but provision is to be made at the new
central station, and as it will probably be in the vieinity of most of the
common lodging-houses, it is likely that greater use will be made of it.
The Guardians have dealt with frequenters of their Casual Wards at
their own establishments,

Verminous Houses—Twenty-two rooms in nine houses were fumi-
gated with burning sulphur, and 385 articles were passed through the
disinfecting apparatus.

MORTUARIES.

The number of bodies removed to the public mortuaries in the City
during 1905 was 370; 344 were taken to Horseferry Road, 13 to
Dufour’s Place 11 to Drury Lane, and 2 to Ebury Bridge. There were
913 inquests held, all being at Horseferry Road, where the Coroner’s
Court is situated; 15 adjourned inquests were held. The number of
inquests was 12 per cént. of the deaths registered in the City.

Post-mortem examinations' were made at Horseferry Road in 204
instances, and at Dufour’s Place in 12 instances. '

Sixty-one bodies were removed to mortuaries to await burial, 35
being taken to Horseferry Road Mortuary, the remainder to the other
mortuaries specified above.

A petition signed by over forty influential citizens of Westminster,
alleging the urgent need for a public mortuary for the reception of
bodies awaiting burial in the City, apart from the one already existing
and attached to the Coroner’s Court, Horseferry Road, was presented to
the Mayor, and referred to the Public Health Committee, who reported
to the Council as follows :—

“ ¥rom a report submitted to us by the Medical Officer of Health,
we have ascertained that there are five public mortuaries in
the City (viz, in Horseferry Road, Mount Street, Drury Lane,
Dufour’s Place and Ebury Bridge, and two private mortuaries,
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PART 11I.

C. House INSPECTION, &c.

Below is a list of details of the work done in conmection with
insanitary conditions in dwelling-houses. In many cases some of the
work specified was in premises part of which was occupied as work-
shops :—

1905, 1905.

Complaints received and dealt Sanitary Work completed :—

with o .| 692 Water-rlgsets :—

Houses and prummes mspewbed 4,663 Constructed .. . . 834
= re- mapcctad 20,633 Repaired .. = .o 751
E {rugmmm{l} visits to  ..[ 1,678 Ventilated .. i .| 549

Nntineu issued (preliminary) ..| 3,095 Separated from rooms .. 17

»  (statutory) . 159 Cleansed or limewashed .. 403
Bamtm-y Work completed :— New pans fixed ., | 1,319
Houses : — Pans and traps cleansed ..| 361
Closed under H.W. Classes Obstruction removed .| 148
o Aok s i — Traps ventilated .. sullmes T o
Closed under P.H. {[.-nm:ion] Water supply provided ..| 777
Act, A 1 Flushing apparatus fixed .. | 1,166
Cleansed l-]wmugimut- 0| 236 . repaired | 622
G partially .. e 7497 Waste Pipes:—
Overcrowding abated 2 120 To sinks, baths, lavatory
Light or ventilation improved 166 basins, &e. - = 63
Roofs repaired k 271 Fized Fiy- i 750
Floors and staircases rupmrod 275 Repaired or un aloppcd .o 338
Underground rooms vacated 54 Disconnected from drain ..| 186
Yards, areas, paved or re- Trapped .. - o 913
paired e 5a7 Ventilated .. o i 669
Damp walls remedied o 28 Water Supply :—
Offensive refuse removed .. 231 Provided .. - ... 611
Keeping of animals dis- Reinstated .. = . Bl
continued .. ‘e ‘e 16 Cisterns fixed . .| 148
Drains :— »w  Cleansed .. S l. 262
Cﬂﬂﬂtl"ﬂ.ﬂ‘tﬂd wa e e 302 " Cﬂ‘f-‘E‘I‘ﬁll 36{]
Amended and repaired  ..| 402 o old, ﬂufachre,
Disconnecting traps fixed ..| 358 abolished .. e : 78
Ventilated .. ) «| 368 Disconnected from w.c.
Tested. . .| 1,324 supply .. - ns 85
Ijnstﬂppﬂﬂ or cleansed .| 274 Dust Bins :—
Gully traps fixed .. 1,263 Provided .. vs U S b
Inspection chambers built . 819 Repaired .. - e 133
repmreri Old, abolished i e 66
or cleansed. . 280 Stables : —
Inspection chnml:rers cover Drained 3 . s 39
fixed or sealed .. oo T80 Paved ad . ae 27
Soil pipes fixed or repaired..| 549 Cleansed .. 31
Ventilating pipes fixed or Dung Tﬂﬂepl:ﬂclt:ﬂ Pm-ﬂ&ﬁﬂ 24
repaired 470 repaired.. 2
New sewer connections  ..| 109 Dung pna abolished .s 3
Rainwater Pipes :— Dung accumnulations re-
Fized or repaired .. xs 561 moved . - «o| 470
Disconnected from drain .. 295 .
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