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BIRTHS. 5

Owing to the varying proportions of females of child-bearing ages (1515 years) in the

¢ different populations, the rates per 1,000 persons of all ages convey but an imperfect idea
- of the fruitfulness of marringe. In Tables 3 and 4 the rates per 1,000 females, aged

P —

1545 years, are given. These rates are generally accepted as a satisfactory indication of
re-productivity, but even they give only an imperfect idea of the true state of affairs. The
Widlﬂ}' varying proportions of 5ing|c. married, and widowed women and of females ::ngagml.
in earning their livelihood in the different localities materially affect rates of repro-
duction based on the total numbers of women—whether of all ages or of the child-bearing
ages. The hgures relating to these points have been taken out from the last Census’ Report,
and the proportions caleulated therefrom will be found in Table 5. It appears that in
Hampstead 708 out of every 1000 females, aged from 15-45 years, were enumerated as
unmarried, while in Willesden the ratio was as low as 465, Of females of child-bearing ages
the highest proportion returned as occupied was that of Westminster (629), and the lowest
that of Willesden (377), while of married and widowed women at those ages the proportions
were 267 in Westminster (the highest), and 115 in Willesden (the lowest).

TABLE &.

(Census, 1001.)

OF 1,000 Females aged 15-15 | Proportion occupied per 1,000,
Unmarried. -:lnrri.:d-._ml"tnm!ﬂ 15-45.] \'\'ii-lI:uT:JL?TI]?I;'JEnts

and upwnn‘l-a
Bowovau... 621 354 | 5 ! 165
London i G 148 [ 4606 E 172
Kemsingeon' ... .| 683 s | e | 034
Westminster ... 4 I 320 . : G20 267
Marylebone ... ..f 63 | 34 | o0l ' 250
Hampstead ... TS e [ 5l | 123
Willesden ... ... 865 | 513 317 | 115

Noth.~The Condensed Tables of Oceupations do not distinguish the ages of * married and widowed ™
engaged in oooupations.
Mo female under 15 years of age was returned as married at the last Census.

The birth-rate ought to be calculated on the married women of child-bearing ages, due
correction being made for the births of illegitimate children. Unfortunately the whole of
the data necessarv for such correction are not available. In Table 6 rates are given
based on all births, and also on legtimate and illegitimate, as far as can be done. The
table at present gives but little information ; but continued for a series of vears, will afford a
clear indication of the changes in the fruitfulness of marriage and the improvement (or
deterioration) in the morality of the various districts. The only point to which attention
need be called is the fact that the “ married women " rate in Hampstead is higher than that
of Westminster, whereas the birth-rate as vsually given is lower. (See Table 1),
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fits LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.

Two important cases were heard in the Higher Courts during the past vear, which
should be noticed here.

Heaver's Exors. v. ;\-Inynr. ., r.rf Fullham.—This was 2 combined dmjn:u,ge case. Lhe
plaintiffs alleged inter alia that, as no Order had been made by the late Vestry of Fulham for
drainage of certain houses by a combined system, the existing defective system was a sewer
vested in and repairable by the Council. It is not necessary to give the full details of the
case, which was reported in The Times of March 21st, 1904, and it will suffice to say that
the case was given against the plaintiffs on the main point at issue. The basis of the decision
was that misfeasance in constructing a combined drain without the consent of the
authorities, is an estoppel to a subsequent claim that the system is a sewer, if made by
the person guilty of the act of misfeasance.

This is almost the first, if not the first, relief given to local authorities in respect of illicit
construction of combined dr:linnge. So |ung as the property drained h_\" such svstem FEMAINS
vested in the person of the constructor of the system, or has only passed by devolution to his
heirs and executors, no claim that such system is a sewer vested in the local authority, can
be successfully maintained. A transference by sale would, however, apparently make such
system a sewer. Had such a decision been given some eleven years ago, the ease of Flerence
v. Paddington Vestry would have been decided differently.,

Frast v. Aylesbury Dairy Co. (Ltd.).—This case, upheld on appeal, raises important
questions of liability for supply of pure food. The issue was raised under Sec. 14 (1) of the
Sale of Goods Act, 1803, which enacts that * there is no impiiml Warranty or condition as to
the quality or fitness for any particular purpose of goods supplied under a contract of sale,
except as follows :—

{1} Where the l'-tl}'r.'r l‘.'::pn.'sﬂ}' or by implication makes known to the seller the partieular
purpose for which the goods are required, so as to show that the buyer relies on the seller’s
skill or judgment, and the goods are of a description which it is in the course of the
seller’s business to supply (whether he be the manufacturer or not) there is an implied
eondition that the goods shall be reasonably fit for such purpose . . . "

The interest of the case lies in the application of the judgment on appeal rather than in
the facts brought out in the trial. It should be remarked that in an earlier case, Randall v.
Newsan (2 Q.B.D. 102, 40 L.J. Q.B. 259) it was decided that * on the sale of an article for
a specific purpose there was a warranty by the vendor that it was reasonably fit for the
purpose and that there was no exception as to latent undiscoverable defects.” This decision
is of importance in connection with food-stuffs which are not reasonably fit for the purposes
for which thev are purchased by reason of the presence of deleterious micro-organisms. As
regards chemical impurities, the ordinary methods of analysis are sufficient for their discovery
and proceedings will lie under Sec. 3 of the Sale of Food and Drugs Act, 1875,

There are two commodities which come within the scope of the decision of Frost v.
.‘lj.lh'.‘fbltrj.l' Dairy Co.—water and meat. As rugnrd:-'. the former, however, special liahilities
have long existed under the Waterworks Clauses Acts and (in the case of municipal supplies
in the provinces) under the Public Health Act, 1875. In the case of meat the liability of the
vendor has apparently not yet been tested, but taking the two decisions gquoted above it
would be reasonable to assume that the vendor of unsound meat—say tuberculous—would be
liable to action for damages for breach of warranty, It is difficult to suggest a food supply
in which greater reliance has to be placed on the * 5ki|h;:rj|.|.t|gmcnt " of the vendor than is the
case in the purchase of meat. [t might however be necessary in every case to state the
intended use of meat purchased, but it is doubtful whether a butcher doing a retail family
trade could successfully plead that he had no knowledge of “ the particular purpose for which
the goods were required.”  As already intimated, it would be no defence to say that he could
not detect the presence of the spci:iﬁt‘: micm-m‘g:mism. Another cnmmudit}' to which the
decisions will apply with special effect is shell-ish—oysters, mussels, &c.





























































