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There were 449 cases of scarlet fever notified, with 11
deaths, as compared with 337 cases notified in 1895, with 9
deaths. There were 67 cases of typhoid notified, with 10
deaths, as compared with 53 cases notified in 1895, with 9
deaths. Small-pox—No notifications ; no deaths.

Apart from zymotic disease, 1896 was a healthy year in
this District. There were only 228 deaths from diseases of
the respiratory organs, as compared with 329 in the previous
year ; and influenza was only responsible for 11 deaths as
against 61 in 1895, 29 in 1894, 58 in 1893, and 74 in 1892.

PopuraTriow.

The population of the Lewisham District, at the Census
of 1891, was found to be 92,647, ocecupying 15,643 houses,
distributed thus — Lewisham Parish, 72,272, occupying
12,317 houses, giving an average of 59 persous to each
house ; and Hamlet of Penge 20,375, occupying 3,326 houses,
gi?ing an average of 61 persons to each house.

At Midsummer, 1896, there were in Lewisham Parish
14,664 occupied houses, estimated to contain 86,517 persons,
and in the Hamlet of Penge 3,492 occupied houses, estimated
to contain 21,301 persons. Total, 18,156 occupied houses,
and estimated population 107,818, an inerease of 15,000 in
the last six years. (Lee—1,224 inhabited houses, and popu-
lation 7,221. Lewisham Village—6,790 inhabited houses,
and population 40,061, Sydenham— 6,650 inhabited houses,
and population 39,235.)

Birtas.

The registered births in the District in the year 1896
amounted to 2,559, an inecrease of 24 on the previous year ;
of these 71, or 27 per cent., were illegitimate. Of the four
divisions of the District Lewisham shows an increase of 102
births. In all the others there is a decrease of the birth
rate, most marked in Penge. The birth rate to population
was 23°7 per 1000,
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During September, October, and November the disease
was almost entirely confined to the Lewisham portion of the
Distriet, and a large number of the cases occurred in an
area of about a quarter of a mile, limited on the north to
the division between Lewisham and Greenwich ; to the east
following the River Ruvensbourne to its junction with the
Quaggy, and then following the Quaggy to the point where
that stream crosses High-street, Lewisham, The boundary
then follows the High-street to Romer-place, and proceeds
westward, joining the Ravensbourne just below Riverdale
Mill. It then follows the course of the river to the South
Eastern Railway line, and from there southwards to Lady-
well Station; then passing round the slope of the Hilly
Fields to the point of junction of the Lewisham and Green-
wich Ihstriets. In this area there had been 14 cases of
diphtheria notified between July 28 and August 23, and
fresh cases kept on oceurring, and during the last week in
September, and the first three weeks in October the cases
kept grudually inereasing in number. Every case was
moved at once, when possible, and the premises thoroughly
disinfected ; a house to house inspection was ordered in
this area, which was thoroughly carried out by the two In-
spectors who were told off especially for this work. One of
the great difficulties with which we had to contend, was the
delay in moving cases, owing to the Asylums Board Hospitals
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the patients attacked removed at once to hospital. Closing
the schools would have made a panic in the neighbourhood,
which, as is well known, has the effect of incrensing an out-
break. It would have thrown 900 or 1,000 children suddenly
out of school. Mixing, as they certainly would have done,
with one another in their own homes, and crowding into one
another’s small rooms, would have brought them into far
closer contact than was the case when they were at school
under supervision. This would, in my opinion, have mate-
rially increased instead of lessening the outbreak. If the
schools could have been closed and the children prevented
from mixing with one another, then the closing of the schools
wounld have been necessary ; but this is impossible,

The mortality caused by this outbreak was 28 up to the
end of October, viz.,—2 in August, 7 in September. and 19
in October. The fact is of interest that 50 per cent. of the
attacks which began between September |7 and September
30 were fatal, while, on the other hand, of those attacked
earlier and also later than these dates, only 13 per cent. died.

The explanation of this mortality is, I think. entirely
that during the period between September I7 and 28 it was
impossible, in most instances, to remove the cases till late
in the disease, and they therefore did not get the beunefit
of treatment by untitoxin till too late. The value of this
remedy was also proved in the Hither-green Hospital.
Nearly all the cases first removed there died ; but after anti-
toxin treatment had been instituted there was not one death.
The extreme value of this treatment is now so well estab-
lished thut whenever the Asylums Board- are unable to take
in a case of diphtheria, owing to want of space, the medical
man in charge of the case can obtain antitoxin from them
free of charge. Finding, however, that a serious delay
oceurred in many cases, the Board of Works have allowed
me to provide a supply of antitoxin at their office, and also

a syringe, I have written to all the medical men in the
Distriet acquainting them with this fact. The great point
in the antitoxin treatment is, that it should be employed
early in the case, and by keeping a supply at the Board’s
Office all delay will be avoided.

















































































