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In 1857.
Mr. Warrer BagNaLL Mr. Joun BENNETT
,, DBENJAMIN SMITH ,, T.H.LAvVERs
,, BENJAMIN PARSEY ,, CHARLES ATKINS
yy, WiLLiAM MoRPHEW ,y  WirLiam GooDMAN

In 1858.

Mr. Joseru MEAD
,, JAMES BELCHAM
»»  Winniam KEISEY
,, HENRY COULDERY

Mr. S. SOUTHORN

Dr. Henry GREENWOOD

Mr. BENIAMIN STANDRING
, CHARLES SEWELL

In 1859.
Mr. Alderman EacrrroN Mr. Witziam EDGERTON
» W.H. Snove ,, Tromas TAPLEY
,»  O. B. CoLCHESTER ,» HENRY ROBINSON
,, JAMES BROOKER ., BART. CHAUNDY

The following persons were at the same time appointed members
of the Board by the Vestry of Penge (Mr. Puzey having been bal-
loted out of office in 1857) :—

Mr. TaoMas Puzey. Mr. Taomas MAvGHAM.
Mr. W. W. STANGER.*

Ei: curious anomaly in the Act (sect. 11) three Auditors are,
on the election of Vestrymen, elected by the Ratepayers of Lewis-
ham, one for each ward ; and five are elected b{ the Ratepayers of
Penge. From the eight persons so elected three are (sect. 194)
elected by ballot by the Board as the Auditors of their accounts for
the current year. The persons elected (on the 28th November,

1855), were—
By the Blackheath Ward . . . . *Mr. R. G. JoNEs.
By the Sydenham Ward . . . . *Mr. Epwin NAsH.
By the Lewisham Ward . . . - Mr. J. H. MoRrGAN.
| Mr. THOMAS SMITH.
*Mr. James FLEET.
By the Hamlet of Penge . . . . Mr. Feuix T. Berry.

Mr. G. PEagson.
Mr, StepHEN Cousins.
Of whom those marked thus (¥) were elected by ballot as Auditors
of the accounts of the Board up to the 25th March, 1857.

& Mr. Joux Srxkins, Mr. W. M. Rioway, Mr. DaNeL Pairrres, and Mr, Jaymes
Hoarnr were on the 28th April, 1857, appointed on the resignations and in the places of
Messrs, STaNpRING, CoLCHESTER, COULDERY, and Argins. Mr. SApIN was at the same
time appointed in the place of Mr. GoopMAX, resigned.

Mr. ﬁoomm was on the 20th May appointed by the united Boards of Plumstead and
Lewisham a member of the Metropolitan Board, in the place of Mr. ATkINs, resigned.

Messrs. Bagnary, Smir, PArsey, and MoRPHEW were reappointed by the Vestry on
the 3rd June, 1857, and Messrs. Dopps, Laxe, and AxprEWs were at the same time
appointed in the places of Mr. Bexserr and Mr. Lavers, who declined to be put in
nomination, and Mr, 8asiy, who had become disqualified.
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The Districts of Plumstead and Lewisham are (sect. 46) united
for the purpose of electing a member of the Metropolitan Board of
Works, as the Representative of the two Districts, ; and at the
meeting of the two Boards, held (on the 12th December, 1855) for
the purpose of electing such member, Mr. Charles Atkins was ap-

inted.

PDThera have been five vacancies in the Board during the year.
Mr. Eagleton having become disqualified by his acceptance of the
office of Treasurer of the Board, was on the 5th February succeeded
by Mr. De la Salle. The vacancy occasioned by the death of M.
aundy was on the 8th April supplied by Mr. Groves; and the -
vacancies occasioned by the resignations of Mr. Maugham and Mr.
Puzey, were supplied by the appointment of Mr. James Daikers and
Mpr. Ebenezer IEritchard, on the 16th October; and that of Mr.
Sewell by the appointment of Mr. Joseph Dale, on December 13.

The jurisdiction of the Board may be comprised under three
general heads :—

1. The repair and general management of the public highways
in the district, including generally all the powers vested in
Surveyors of Highways under the Highway Act (5 and 6
Wm,, c. 50), and many special powers conferred by the Act;
such for instance as that (under sect. 106) for adopting any

rivate roads as public roads; for watering (sect. 116); and
ighting (sect. 130) such roads; and maintaining a regular
line of building in all streets (143).

2. The drainage of the district, both land or surface draina S
and drainage for sewerage purposes. The Act vests in the
Board all sewers and drains in the district, whether con-
structed at the public expence or by private individuals, ex-
cept only the main sewers. Andy tie Board are charged
with the construction (subject to the approval of the Metro-
politan Board) of all future sewers; and with the super-
vision of all house drains to be connected with any sewers
and no sewers can be constructed by any private individual
except with the sanction of the Board.

They are empowered to compel the drainage, of any premises
within one hundred feet of any sewer; and on default of
the owner, after due notice, to execute the necessary works
at his expense. They are also required to be satisfied before
any new house is begun to be built that it is in a position
capable of drainage; and for this purpose the Act requires
(sect. 76), that seven days’ notice shall be given to the Board
before beginning to lay or dig out the foundation of any new
house or building within the district, or to rebuild any house

B 2
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or building therein, and also before making any drain for the
e of draining directly or indirectly into any sewer.

3. And the sanitary eondition of the district—The Board are
(under sect. 134), the “ Local Authority” for the execution
therein of the duties and powers of “The Nuisances Removal
Act for England, 1855,” consolidating “ The Nuisances Re-
moval and Diseases Prevention Acts of 1848 and 1849 ;”
and also of another “Act for the Better Prevention of Dis-
eases,” passed in 1855, containing special powers for ex-
treme cases of epidemics.*

The Board decided that they must meet at least once a week, in
order to perform satisfactorily the duties confided to them ; and
they acm:-d.m%g determined to meet every Thursday Evening, at
six o’clock. is was, however, for some time found to be insuffi-
cient, and from the 3rd March, to the 21st July inclusive, an
additional weekly meeting was held every Monday Morning, at
ten o'clock; the business of such meetings being confined to
matters of minor importance. Seven Members of the Board (sect.
38) form a quorum; but instances having occurred of business
of an urgent though detail character being required to be trans-
acted when a quorum of Members were not in attendance, the
Board passed a resolution, on the 24th April, to the effect that if at
any of the times appointed for the Ordinary Meetings of the Board
less than seven Members should be present, they should (being not
less than three in number) constitute a Committee for the consider-
ation and dispatch of matters of business requiring immediate
attention ; and should report their proceedings at the next meeting
of the Board for confirmation and approval.

During the year there have been (inclusive of 2 meetings held in
December, 1855) 52 full Board meetings, 10 Monday meetings, and
12 Committee meetings under the above-mentioned resolution.

The attendance of the Members is given in the following table;
but as regards those against whose names an asterisk is placed,
reference should be had to the dates at which they were appointed,
or ceased to be, Members of the board.

# The word “nuisances,” under the above Act, includes—

“ Any premises in such a state as to be a nuisance, or injurious to health.

¢ Any pool, ditch, gutter, water-course, privy, urinal, cesspool, drain, or ashpit, so foul
“as to {e a nuisance, or injurious to health.

¢ Any animal so kept as to be a nuisance, or injurious to health.

“ Any accumulation or deposit which is a nuisance, or injurious to health.”



ATTENDANCE OF THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD.

BOARD MEETINGS, z 'f

: : B @ |
MEMBERS' NAMES, E g e E b g
Z E E ; g E =
= g a 8 = 2
Mr. Walter Bagnall . . . | 20 7 a ' '8
My, Benjamin Smith . . 26 9 2 37
Mr. Benjamin Parsey . . 24 5 1 30
Mr. William Morphew . 19 — — 19
Mr. John Bennett . . . . 3 — — 3
Mr.T.H. Lavers ... . 11 5 1 17
Mr. Charles Atkins . . . 47 10 8 65
Mr. William Goodman . 45 10 9 64
Mr. B. Southorn . . . .. 28 9 7 44
Dr. Henry Greenwood . . 48 10 10 68
Mr. Benjamin Standring . 18 — — 18
*Mr. Charles Sewell . . . 20 R — 20
*Mr. Joseph Dale . . .. — —_ —_— —
Mr. Joseph Mead . . . . 18 — — 18
Mr. James Belcham . . . 31 3 2 36
Mr. William Kelsey . . . 15 - — 15
Mr. Henry Couldery . . . 24 3 3 30
*Mr. Alderman Eaeleton 3 — e 3
*Mr. J. T. De la Salle . . 19 — e 19
Mr. W. H. Bhove .. .. 42 2 —_— 44
Mr. C. B. Colchester . . . : i — - 7
Mr. James Brooker . . . 35 — -— 35
Mr. William Edgerton . 31 —_ — 31
Mr. Thomas Tapley . . . 41 — 1 42
Mr. Henry Robinson . . 24 — 1 25
*Mr. Bart. Chaundy . . . 2 — —_ 2
*Mr. John Groves . . . . 18 — 1 19
*Mr. Thomas Maugham | 16 6 2 24
*Mr. James Daikers . . . 3 — — 3
*Mr. Thomas Puzey . . . 15 — - 15
*Mr. E. Pritchard . ., . . 4 — — 4
Mr. W. W. Stanger . . . 12 1 3 16

The first step taken by the Board was to determine what Officers
were required to perform the duties involved in the execution of the
powers vested in them by the Act, of which a sketch has been
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attempted to be given; and to determine the emolument of each
Officer, and as far as practicable, in the absence of any experience,
to fix the duties to be performed by him.

Considerable difficulty was felt by the Board, immediately upon
their own constitution, in defining the precise duties of each Officer;
and they accordingly decided that the appointments should be made
subject to revision at the end of a year. The following Officers
were appointed :—a Treasurer—Clerk—Medical Officer of Health—
Surveyor—T'wo Inspectors of Nuisances, to act also as Assistant
Surveyors—and a Scavenger, or Dustman.

The duties of the Clerk were defined as follows :—To give daily
attendance at an office to be provided by the Board, personally or
by deputy duly authorized by the Board, but remunerated by him;
to keep all accounts; to give and receive all notices required to be
given or received by him under the Act; to attend before Justices
as and when required by the Act; to attend all meetings and to
take minutes of all proceedings of the Board, and to keep all the
books relating thereto; to negociate and carry out any loan or loans
upon the Rates; and generally to do all the clerk’s duties as pre-
scribed by the Act. Prﬂpﬂsec{ salary not less than £200 a year.

The duties of the Surveyor, who should give his whole time to
the office :—To take charge of and superintend the repair of all
existing sewers in the district (except main sewers), and superin-
tend the construction of new ones and the drainage of all houses;
to superintend the maintenance and repair of all highways and
roads; the cleansing of all ponds, ditches, and cesspools; and the
lighting, cleansing, and watering the district; and to perform all
Df:ier duties appertaining to the office which are prescribed in the
Act. Proposed sa £200 a year.

The duties of the Medical Officer of Health :—To inspect and
ascertain the sanitary condition of the district; and to point out
such causes as are likely to affect injuriously the health of the
inhabitants; and the most efficacious mode of checking or preventing
the spread of epidemics; and to make a report of the same to the
Board once a month, or oftener if required. Proposed remuneration,
a fee of £5 5s. for each report.

The duties of Inspectors of Nuisances—to be likewise Assistant
Surveyors :—To enforce the execution of the duties fo be performed
by the Scavenger; to provide and keep a book for entry of all
complaints made by any inhabitant of the district of any infringe-
ment of the Act or Nuisance, into the truth of which such
Inspector should forthwith inquire and report to the Board; fo
make (subject to their direction) complaints before Justices, and
take legal proceedings against offenders as required by the Act;
to act upon the instructions of the Surveyor in all matters within
their province as Assistant Surveyors; to attend all meetings of
the Board ; to devote their whole time to the duties of the office;
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and keep a journal of all subjects brought under their cognizance;
and one of them to be resident in the Village of Lewisham, and the
other in the Village of Sydenham. Proposed salary, £80 a year
cach.

The Surveyor and Assistant Surveyors to keep books for the entry
of all works done, men employed, and materials used, and when
and where.

Mr. Alderman Eagleton was appointed Treasurer of the Board,
and £1,000 Consols was, as security for the due performance of the
duties of the office, invested by him in the names of three Members
as Trustees for the Board.

Advertisements were issued inviting candidates for the offices of
Clerk, Medical Officer of Health, Surveyor, and Inspectors of
Nuisances, and the following persons were appointed to the offices
on the terms proposed :—

Mz. O. C. T, EacreToN, Clerk.
,, F. E, WiLkinson, Medical Officer of Health.
» W. H. TrEVERTON, Surveyor.
,»» JoHN DuxNcax, } Inspectors of Nuisances and Assistant
»» LUKE SKEET, Surveyors.

And Mr. Edwards (to whom the preparation of this Report has
been entrusted) was, on the nomination of the Clerk, authorised by
the Board, as his Deputy, to give the attendance at the office,
required by the Act, for the transaction of the ordinary business of
the Board.

Subsequently James Burton was appointed foreman of the road
labourers, at £1 1s. per week; and Mr. Perry and his wife were
appointed Messenger and Housekeeper, at £1 per week. Murs. Perry
has been retained in the office of Housekeeper, at 12s. per week,
since the death of her husband in August, the office of Messenger
having been shortly afterwards discontinued.

As regards the appointment of a Scavenger for the removal of
dust and rubbish from the district, it was originally proposed to
have one for Sydenham and Penge, and another for Lewisham and
Blackheath ; but it was subsequently considered undesirable to
appoint such an officer, except for the portion of the district Lyin
north east of a line from the parish boundary at Honor Oak to &ng
including Beckway’s Cottages, between Perry and Catford Hills,
and north of a line drawn from the same Cottages, running east
through Cockshead Farm House to the boundary of the district
adjoining Lee Parish.

.!.[']]iﬂ contract was submitted to public tender, and was let to Mr.
B. Parks for a year from the 24th February, he paying the Board
£10 for the privileges the appointment conferred. This arrange-
ment has, however, proved unsatisfactory to each party, and ;
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to gudge from the numerous complaints on the suhgit, to the public;
and on that account has not been renewed, nor has any scavenger
been subsequently appointed.

The site of the offices, which by the Act the Board are required
to provide, was a question which at an early stage demanded their
attention ; and after much consideration they decided upon the pre-
mises in Grove Place, at present occupied by them, as being at
once the most centrally situated, the cheapest, and affording the best
accommodation of any that offered at the time; and the Board suc-
ceeded in obtaining a lease of them from the Leathersellers’ Com-
pany for 21 years, determinable at the end of the first 14 years, at
arent of £30 per annum. The estimated expense of fully adaptin
them to the purposes of the Board was £150; but it was fou.ng
necessary—for convenience, not ornament—to erect a porch, and
also build a shed and stables, which materially increased the ori-
ginal estimate.

The design fixed upon for the Corporate Seal (which by the Act
the Board are required to have), was the White Horse of Kent
surrounded by the corporate title, “ The Board of Works for the
Lewisham District.”

Thus far of the steps taken by the Board in equipping themselves
for the performance of their functions. It will be convenient in the
Report of their further proceedings to follow the same division as
adopted in sketching out the subjects comingunder their jurisdiction.
First therefore of

THE HIGHWAYS.

The Highways of Lewisham were under the control of a Board
%Ppuinted%)y the Vestry under the Highway Act from 1849 to 31st

ecember, 1855, when they were superseded by the Board of Works,
to whom they submitted an account of receipts and expenditure
from the 26th March previous (1855), and also of their assets and
liabilities, from which Report the following is extracted :—

RECEIPTS. : EXPENDITURE. :
£ 8 d ST e b
By cash, 26th March, 18556 . 1565 15 6 | To labourers’ wages and con-
Ditto on account of rates . 1160 0 0 L ke S R 334 6 0
Ditto on contingencies . . 63 9 9 | Dittomaterialsandteamwork 634 17 11
Ditto tradesmen’s bills and
incidental expenses . . . 3056 12 9
Clexk’'ssalary . . . . . 70 0 0
T e R R 34 8 7
£1379 &5 3 £1379 b5 3




LIABILITIES. ASSETS.
£ 8 d $ 8 &
Amountdue to Mr. J. E. Tee 65 6 3 | Amount due on rates made
Ditto to Mr. G. Withes . 66 4 0 27th December, 1853 . 112 8
Ditto to Mr. G. Willmott 43 12 9 | Ditto ditto 4th July, 1854 . 10 0 0
Ditto to Mr. B, Parks 100 6 9 | Ditto ditto 2nd January, 1855 100 0 0
Ditto to Mr. W. Miller 9 6 1 | Ditto ditto 24th July, 18556 . 300 0 0
Dittoto Mr. W. Penny . . 12 0 9 | Cash balance 3 g LT IR R
Ditto to Mr. W. M all . 6 6 0
Daftoaavant = o 5 - = 0 815 0
Ditto to Messrs. Bailey & Pegg 7 8 6
Dittoto Mr. 8. Forster . . 13 4 0
Ditto to Mr. J. Corder 8 6 0
Ditto to Mr. J. Hollis . 210 0
Estimated surplus . 102 15 2
£446 1 3 £446 1 3

The Highway Board also submitted a statement of existing con-
tracts entered into by them. -

With Mr. Barber for the collection of the Highway Rate, at 2} per cent. on the
amount collected.

With Mr, B. Parks for the cartage of material, at 1s, per yard, or ton, per mile;
and 7s. per day for the hire of a set of one horse au::lp harness, cart, and man.
With Mr. Wythes for 1,000 yards of gravel, from Penge, at 4s. per yard, of
which 669 Iy‘::;]]l]ﬂ.iﬂﬂ[] to be dc?].iverﬂﬂ. i % S
And with Mr. Colson for 300 yards of gravel, to be delivered at Forest Hill Sta-

tion, at 4s. 6d. per yard, of which 184 yards remained to be delivered.

There were also some contracts existing for the removal of road
serapings up to the 25th March, 1856 ; and one with S. Forster,
Esq., for permission to dig gravel in his pits, near Rushey Green,
on payment of 1s. 6d. per yard for all gravel removed.

The Highways of Penge were under the management of a
Surveyor of Highways appointed in the usual manmer in rural
districts, and giving his services gratuitously, and of a paid Deputy
Surveyor. The following is extracted from the Surveyor’s Account,
from the 25th March, 1855, to the end of the year :—

RECEIPTS. EXPENDITURE.
£ 8 d £ 8 d.

By cash of Mr. Homes, with To labourers’ wages and con-
ratebook . . . . . 107 8 4 et worle | o s o BE1E X

Cash from defaulters on Ditto materials and team work 206 11 4
formerrates . . . . . 72 9 1 | Ditto tradesmen’s bills, inci-

Interest on £1,500 deposited dental expenses, &e. . . 20 16 3
in the London Joint Stock Assistant Surveyor's salary . 22 10 0
Bank, to 31st December 148 4 7 | Balamgse . . . . . 16 9 4

£328 2 0 £328 2 0

In connection with the Highway Board a claim has been made,
under the 214th sect. of the Act, by Mr. G. F. Corbett, who was
their Clerk and Surveyor, for compensation for the loss of his office
consequent upon that Board being superseded by the Board of
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Works. Mr. Corbett had held the office from the constitution of
the Highway Board; at first devoting his whole time to it, but in
April, 1853 tm;a was expressly given him to attend fo his own
business ; and his salary reduced to £80 per annum.

The compensation claimed by him was an annuity of £52 10s,
or an equivalent in the sum of £745 4s. 6d.

Thee‘}?m&rd were of opinion that, apart from the exorbitance of
such a claim, there were peculiar circumstances in this case which
justified the award of a comparatively trifling sum, and accordingly
voted Mr. Corbett £40 as the amount of half-a-year’s salary. From
this award he appealed to the Metropolitan Board of Works, who,
in accordance with a general rule observed by them in such cases,
made a final award uf an annmt%’ of £20 for seven years and nine
months, if Mr. Corbett should so long live (to be computed from the
1st January, 1856) ; subject to the proviso at the end of the section
referred to for suspen the annuity in the event therein men-
tioned.

Mr. Parks’s contract with the Highway Board, for the cartage of
material expired on the 25th of March, 1856, and he declined to
renew it ; when the Board advertised for tenders for the work and
were relucta.ntl obliged to enter into a contract with Mr. Colson,
from the 16th .&prﬂ 1856, to the 25th March, 1857, at a consider-
ably higher rate, viz., at 2d. per cubic zard , per furlong, and 10s.
per day for the hire of each set of one horse and harness, and one
cart and man.

The road scrapings for the year commencing 25th March, were
let as under :—

ROADS. l TO WHOM S0LD, AMOTUNT.

£ 8 d
No. 1. From Catford Hill to Meadow Croft . 310 0
No. 2. From Meadow OCroft to Sydenham
Bridge, including Southend Lane to
Poole Bridge Mr. James Bridgland 6510 6
No. 2a. From Sydenham Bndge to Rnuk]nlls,
thence along Sydenham Hill and
round to the ﬂnge: post o qumte the
¢ Woodman,” including Jews' Walk Ditto 410 6
No. 3. From Sydenham Bridge to Forest Hill
Railway Station, including Forest

Mr. James Trehearn

Hill and Wells Road . . Mr. Charles Dennett 6 0 0
No. 4. Btanstead Lane, Eliza Place, and Pl‘.:rl*j'

Yale, to Meadow Croft . . Mr. W. Denton 2156 0
No. 6. From the Vmumge, Lady-well, to ‘the

finger post in Stanstead Lane . . Mrs, Mary Grant 2 00
No. 6, Hither Green and George Lane . . . Mr. Henry Hinder 12 0
No. 7.# All the roads on Blackheath . . . . Mr, George Willmott nil.
No. 8. Alltheroadsin Penge . . . . . Mr. James Trehearn 310 0

# Mr. Willmott undertakes the cleaning of the roads and streets of Blackheath as an
equivalent for the road scrapings.
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The material used for the repairs of the roads in the district is,
with the exception of some flint on the roads of Blackheath, Gravel ;
which is derived chiefly from three sources:—the pits on Blackheath,
from which the Parish have had an immemorial right to dig gravel
free of charge. Pits near Rushey Green, belonging to Samuel
Forster, Esq., with whom the Board have continued the contract
entered into with him by the Highway Board, for permission to dig

vel at 1s. 6d. per yard. And by purchase from the pits at
roydon ; whence it is brought either by Railway or Carts.
he gravel from Blackheath is of a very inferior quality, which,
coupled with the cost of digging and cartage, renders 1, except
when used in the neighbourhood of the pits, as costly as a better
material.

The material used on the roads in the district during the year has

been as follows :—

QUANTITY |PRICEPER |
IN THE PARISH OF LEWISHAM. I TARDG | TAED OX CO&T
OR TONS, TON, :
s. d. £ 8 d
From the Blackheath Pits . . . . . . . 460 nil nil
From the Rushey Green Pits . . . . . « . 865 1 8 64 17 6
BY PURCHASE.

Under contracts entered into by the Highway
Board with Mr. Wythes . . . . . . & 453} 4 0 90 14 0
Ditto ditto Mr. Oolseny -~ ;' '« . v s v 184 4 6 41 8 0

Under contracts entered into by the Board of
Works with Mr. Constable . i B 559 58 0 139 156 0
Ditto ditboMr.Coleom . . . . . . . . 1296 5 0 324 0 0
Ditto ditto 1 R S T 150 5 6 41 5 0
Ditto ditto F L e R T T 1005 6 0 301 10 ©
Ditto ditto Mr. Lee, flints, perton . . . . 316 7 6 118 10 0
22881 £1120 19 6

IN THE HAMLET OF PENGE.

By purchase under contracts entered into by the
Board of Works with Mr. Constable . . . 627 5 6 70 13 6
Ditto ditto Mr. Leech, flints . . . 30 5 6 g8 & 0
Ditto ditto My Oalson = 5 ialiaii 8 5 6 2 4 0
Ditto ditto ke 2 i F il i s 28 5 0 700
Ditto ditto Messrs, Martin & Wright 1000 4 0 200 0 0
» 1303 #2888 2 6

Of the 1,000 yards supplied for Penge by Messrs. Martin and
Wright, not more than 200 were put on the roads during the year,
the remainder lying on the road sides, in various places, ready for
use in the ensuing months. The variation in price is partly accounted
for by the places at which the material is delivered being more
or less easy of access.

The cost of cartage of such material upon the roads has been
about £370; of which only about £30 has been in respect of Penge.
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The Board have exercised the powers vested in them, under the
106th section of the Act, for undertaking the repair at the public
expence, as public roads, of the following roads, which theretofore
were private roads, and maintained by private individuals, although
used by the public at large. The %ark and Albert Roads were
taken conditionally on the payment by persons interested in them
of £140, the estimated cost of putting them in repair.

1. On the 3rd April—The road in Penge running from the
Billet Road, at a point near the Church, in a north west
direction to the boundary of the Hamlet.

2. On the 5th June—The road in Lewisham from Jew’s Walk
% Rock Hill, called Longton Grove, and Longton Grove

est.

3. On the 20th November—The Albert Road, Sydenham, and
so much of the Park Road there as lies between the north
east end of the Albert Road, and the High Street, Sydenham.

4. On the 11th December—The road in Penge called the
Belvedere Road, running from the boundary of the Hamlet
at the north west end of such road, to the boundary of the
Hamlet at the south west end of the same road.

Beyond maintaining the general repair of the roads in the
district, the Board have carried out various works for their improve-
ment, the more important of which are—

The formation of two new roads on Blackheath—one from the
corner of the Orchards, near Aberdeen Villas, to Talbot
Place, and the other from the Dover Road, at the entrance
into Greenwich Park, towards Tranquil Vale, Blackheath ;
and placing posts and rails for the protection of the heath at
various points ;

T]l‘glr _i;lrchjng over and levelling the ditch throughout Lewisham

illage ;

The laylgn a drain in and filling up the ditch along the south
side of Stanstead Lane, and throwing the space gained into
the road ; and

The formation of kerbed footpaths at Forest Hill Terrace, near
the Railway Station, and in the Billet Road, Penge, from
the Crystal Palace Bridge towards the Church.

The encroachments on the Highways, which from time to time
have been made by various persons, have been the subject of great
consideration and lengthened debate. The attention of the Board
was drawn to the subject in March, by an encroachment then
making on the road, in Penge, leading to Beckenham. This was
summarily disposed of—the wall in the course of erection on the
Highways being pulled down under the order of the Board ; the
fence was subsequently set back. Considerable difficulty has, how-
ever, been felt in dealing with encroachments of more or less long
standing. A Committee was formed to inspect and report on the
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obstructions and encroachments on the roads in the district,
especially between Rock Hill Corner and Mr. Thomas’s premises.
The most glaring was found to be that adjoining Mr. Saxton’s
property, where the road set out under the Enclosure Award as a
50 feet road, now varies in width from 43 to 46 feet, for a length
of about 1,200 feet. Another encroachment was found to have been
made by the Lambeth Water Works Company ; and a third in front
of the premises in Eliza Place, Forest Vale, occupied by Mr.
Chaplin.

APgeneml order was made by the Board requiring the several
roads to be restored to their original width. This order was com-
municated to the persons affected by it; but it has not in any case
been attended to or enforced.

The most important interference during the year with the pre-
existing condition of the roads has been made by the construction
of the West End and Crystal Palace and the Mid Kent Railways;
the former passing under the Anerley Road, Penge, and the lafter
E“Sing over the turnpike road at Loampit Vale, under the roads at

adywell and Catford Bridge, and over the road at Bell Green, all
in Lewisham.

The Acts of Parliament for the construction of both these rail-
ways received the Royal Assent some months prior to the constitu-
tion of the Board. As regards the crossing of the Anerley Road
by the West End and Crystal Palace Railway, a special clause was
inserted in that Act permitting the rate of inclination of the ap-
proaches to the bridge over the line to be 1 in 14 : thus in this
case the Board were completely fettered. Such, however, although
to a great extent, was not wholly the case with the Mid Kent Rail-
way Company ; they had no special powers for the construction of
their works, but were bound by the general law affecting them ;
and to that the Board might have been held, but for a technical
difficulty the Company were under by reason of the jurisdiction over
the sewers and highways in the district having in the course of
their proceedings been transferred to newly constituted bodies. Of
this circumstance the Board of Works took advantage to modify as
far as possible, by arrangement with the Company, the proposed
works, so far as they interfered with the highways at the points
mentioned. The following was the result ;:—

1. As regards Loampit Vale—That the Company should make
a proper raised footpath at the north side of the turnpike
road under the proposed bridge 5 feet wide, in addition to
the full width (30 feet) of such road; and on the south side
form a footpath through a pier, under an archway in the
same, 6 feet wide; and that the road adjoining the river
Iea.ding to the mill should be not less than 26 feet wide ; and
the bridge over the river at the same point should be of the
span originally intended, subject to the Company adequately
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strengthening the embankment on the north side of the
river.

2. As regards Ladywell—That the Company should widen
the bridge over the river 5 feet, making the road one uniform
width of 25 feet, on being permitted to increase the rate of
inclination of the approach on the east side to 1 in 17.

3. As regards Catford Bridge—That the Company should
take down the then bridge, and build a new one with a
water-way equal to that between the piers of the iron tube
sewer adjoining, and make the roadway over the bridge of
a uniform width of 25 feet, on being permitted to increase
the rate of inclination of both approaches to 1 in 17.

Notices have been served (in December) upon the Board of ap-
plications intended to be made to Parliament for Acts for the con-
struction of further railways in the district; the one from the
Greenwich Junction to Dartford, crossing the turnpike road in
Lewisham Village ; the other a direct London and Sydenham Rail-
way. As regards both proposed railways, the Board have taken
measures for securing as far as practicable the public convenience.

The provisions of the Act for maintaining a regular line of build-
ing in the streets or roads, though in many cases involving indivi-
dual hardship, have been readily complied with, except in the
instance of three houses which were being erected at the corner of
Brockley Lane. Here the Board were totally defied, and the houses
being rapidly proceeded with in spite of repeated notices, they de-
termined to exercise the power vested in them under such circum-
stances, and demolished the buildings. An action was in conse-
quence commenced against the Board, but shortly afterwards dis-
continued, and brought against their Surveyor. This, however, has
not been prosecuted.

Three general orders have been made by the Board affecting the
highways :—That all outside shop blinds shall hang at least 7 feet
from the ground; that all gates opening immediately upon an
road shall be made to open inwards only; and that no trees Bhafl'
be allowed prejudicially to affect any road by hanging over it.

WATERING.

For some years past the roads of Blackheath have been watered
by private arrangement, each occupier contributing what he thought
ngEt towards the expense, the Highway Board having no power to
make a rate for the purpose. Express power is, however, given
(sect. 116) to the Board, of which they have availed themselves as
regards about two miles of the roads on Blackheath. The expense
is levied by rate on the occupiers of the property adjoining the
roads which are watered, and amounts to about £200 per annum.

The water is supplied by the Kent Waterworks Company at £60



15

er mile per annum, and the watering effected under eontract with
EIL G. F. Stevens at £80 per annum.

It was intended to have watered a portion of the roads at Syden-
ham, but the difficulty of obtaining a supply of water (the Lambeth
Waterworks Company having declined to provide it), and the great
length of the ruatfsm;equirin watering, and the consequent expense
involved, deterred the anf from carrying out the intention.

Power is given to them under the same section (116) to erect
pumps for the gratuitous supply of water to the inhabitants, and
they have erected two adjoining the high road at Rushey Green,
where considerable inconvenience has been felt by the poorer classes
from the private wells, which were only a few feet deep, having
become dry since the construction of the sewers there. The public
wells over which the pumps were erected were previously open and
very dangerous.

LIGHTING.

Lewisham Village was, early in the year 1855, lighted with gas,
under the management of Lighting Inspectors appointed under the
Act of 3rd and 4th Wm. IV, ¢. 90. "The portion of the parish
lighted was from the Sydney Arms, in Lewisham Road, or Limekiln
Lane, along the road in an easterly direction to the Lewisham
Railway Station, thence along the road in a southerly direction to
the premises occupied by Mr. Alexander Rowland ; and 46 columns
were erected for lighting such length of road.

The Vestry, uudgn;-r the power vested in them by the Act for that
purpose, fixed £160 as the amount the Inspectors should be autho-
rized to expend in any one year. - This was raised by a rate of 5d.
in the pound on the property adjoining the road lighted.

The sum thus authorized was manifestly insufficient to meet the
necessary outlay for the purchase of cufumns, and £120 was ad-
vanced for the purpose by John Penn, Esq., to be repaid by instal-
ments from time to time, out of any annual surplus the Inspectors
might have in hand. :

he columns and lamps, as well as the gas, were supplied under
contracts with the Pheenix Gas Company, the columns, lamps, &e,.
at £3 each; the as under :—
£3 for the winter 8 months for each lamp lighted from sunset
until one o’clock in the morning ;
£1 extra beyond the above for every winter 8 months for each
Ian&p lighted from one o’clock in the morning until sunrise ;
an
£1 extra beyond both the above for every lamp kept lighted
from sunset to sunrise for the summer 4 months.

The following is an account of the receipts and expenditure of the

Inspectors from their appointment until the 30th December, 1855:
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RECEIPTS. EXPENDITURE,

1855. & 8y 18455, £ 8 d
June 4. By Lighting Rate. 75 0 0 | June 9. Phenix Gas Com-
w 6. Loan from John pany for columns,

0

0

Penn, Esq. . . 120 0 lamps, &e. . . 117 0 0
Nov.28. Lighting Rate, . 75 0 July 3. Gassupplied to July
5| L 39 1 3
Dec.31. Dittotodate., . . 69 15 0
Rent ditto 1 B 0
Interest on loan to
6th December . 3 0 0
Tosundries . . . 7 13 10
Balance . . ' . 83 913
£270 0 0 £270 0 0

In this position the functions of the Lighting Inspectors ceased,
and devolved upon the Board of Works, who requested Mr. Penn
to allow his loan to continue, and to be paid by four annual instal-
ments of £30 each, the first to be retained out of the balance in his
hands, which proposal was at once acceded to.

The Board resolved that for the winter eight months, commenc-
ing st September, the lighting of this portion of the district should
be continued throughout the night until sunrise, instead of until
one o’clock, as theretofore. With these exceptions, the arrange-
ments of the Inspectors have not been altered.

The lighting of Sydenham with gas has been effected under the
auspices of the Board, who have departed from the principle of
rating only such property as adjoins the roads lighted, which was
adopted in lighting Lewisham, and have determined that the whole
division of the district which was to be lighted should also be rated.

The division of Sydenham thus lighted and rated comprises,

So much of the Parish of Lewisham as is west of a line drawn
from its south boundary at the point where it adjoins Beck-
enham, running northward along the centre of Kent House
Lane to the north end of Meadow Croft, thence in a straight
line running north-westward to the point where Stanstead
and Brockley Lanes join, thence along the centre of Brockley
Lane to the northernmost part of the piece of land No.
2,624 on the parochial maps, thence in a straight line to and
over the Railway bridge No. 9, thence in a straight line
touching the eastern boundary of the Telegraph Cottage to
the boundary of the Parish adjoining Camberwell.

For lighting this portion of the district 139 columns and lamps
have been erected, which, as well as the gas, have been supplied by
the Crystal Palace District Gas Company, under the contract the
particulars of which will be seen in the summary of contracts
appended to this report. The lighting of Sydenham is also in-
tended to be continued, as in Lewisham, from sunset to sunrise for
the wintéer eight months of each year.
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The Board entered into negociations with the Pheenix Gas Com-
pany for lighting Blackheath, but were unable to arrange satisfac-
tory terms, and ultimately resolved to defer the lighting for at any
rate another year. Applications have been made to them to light
the Retreat and Hither Green, Lady-well Lane, and the Hamlet
of Penge generally; also a private road from Upper Sydenham to
Peak Hill, and other private roads in the distriet; but various cir-
cumstances have conspired to prevent the extension of the lighting
beyond what has been deseribed.

SEWERAGE.

With reference to the second branch of the jurisdiction of the
Board, the Drainage of the District, it will, perhaps, be desirable to
lay before the inhabitants a short statement of the works executed
by the Metropolitan Commissioners of Sewers. They are as follows:—

Two main sewers, vested in the Metropolitan Board of Works,
viz., “ The Ravensbourne and Sydenham Sewer” (especially for the
drainage of the Lewisham district), commencing at Bell Green, and
extending along and by Catford Hill Road, through Rushey Green,
along the turnpike road, and turning off near Ladg-we]l Lane
through the fields to the west of the Village, along Silver Street,
across Loampit Vale and through Mill Lane, and discharging into
Deptford Creek at Parish Wharf, near Kingsford’s Mill.

connection with this is a branch sewer up Lady-well Lane,
about as far as the Lady-well Inn. ,

The other main sewer, “The Ravensbourne and Lee Green
Sewer”’ (more especially for the drainage of Lee and Eltham), com-
mences in the Eltham Road near Lee Green, and proceeding along the
Lee Road, enters the Lewisham district at Lee Bridge, proceed-
ing along the turnpike road through Lewisham Village, and turn-
ing off near the Railway Station, and proceeding along the Lane to,
and passing out of the Lewisham district at, the Silk Mills, proceed-
ing thence through Bath Place, Edgerton Road, and North Pole
Lane to a pumping station, where it discharges into Deptford Creek
a little north of the Greenwich Railway. In connection with the
latter is—

1. A sewer, commencing at a point a little south of Hither
Green Lane, and proceeding along the turnpike road through Lewis-
ham Village to the junction mfi the main sewer, nearly opposite
the Lion and Lamb Inn, with a branch up the Avenue Road.

2. Another sewer in Lewis Grove, joining the main at the
north end of the Grove.

3. A third sewer from a point a little west of the Blackheath
Railway Station, along the north side, and nearly adjoining the
railway as far as Love Lane, then crossing it and proceeding in a

C
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straight line to its junction with the main sewer in the Lewisham
Road, nearly opposite Lewisham Bridge.

4. And a fourth sewer from the south-west corner of Black-
heath, proceeding down Lewisham Hill to its junction with the
main near the Railway Station.

There is also a junction sewer between the two main sewers from
the Lee Green sewer, at a point nearly opposite the Roebuck inn,
along Homesdale into the Sydenham sewer, where it erosses Loam-
pit Vale. In connection with which are several pipe sewers laid
in the various streets and alleys of Loampit Vale.

The Commissioners also constructed some sewers in Loat’s Pits,
Lewisham, and in High Street, Jews’ Walk, and Willow Road,
Sydenham.

Several sewers had also been constructed at the expense of private
individuals, the more important of which are, one in Blackheath
Village by Lord Dartmouth, and one in Forest Hill by several
residents there; some of the estates laid out by building societies
| :.11:3 also efficiently drained, but such unfortunately is not universally

e case,

The debt due from the district, in respect of the works construc-
ted and in contemplation by the Metropolitan Commissioners of
Sewers, as apportioned by the Metropolitan Board of Works, is
£26,664 18s. 10d., composed of the following items :—

8 5, d
Outstanding amount of loan of £140,000 for Main
Intercepting Drainage Works : : i 1627 16 7
Loans for ordinary sewerage and drainage purposes 21311 1 5
Amount of claim for Ordnance Survey of Metropolis 916 0
Approximate estimate of debt on the current expen-
diture account of the Commissioners . : 3716 5 10
Total i A £26,664 18 10%

The Board commenced their proceedings with reference to the
drainage of the district, by directing their Surveyor to report what
sewers and drains were most urgently required in the district, of
what dimensions, and at what cost he estimated the construction.
Subjoined is an abstract of his report. The sewers marked thus (*)
were selected by the Board for immediate construction, and submitted
to the Metropolitan Board for their sanction: those marked (§*)
have been executed during the year.

* The £140,000 was borrowed by the Commissioners for the Main Intercepting
Drai Works, and is in hand.

The last Sewer Rate made by the Commissioners on the District, was in December,
1854. A similar rate would have been made in December, 1855, but the Commissioners’
power ceasing at the end of the year, they thought it better not to make the rate,
and hence the debt of £3,716 &s. 10d. on current expenditure, for which the rate, if

made, would have provided.
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C 2

EH
LOCALITY OF WORK. 2 & SIZE. MATERIALS,| B0 A TED
E E COST.
BLACKHEATH. £ 8 d
9 *Queen Street, Loat's Pits S 180 | 12 inch Pipe 22 10 0
T*Eszex Place ditto 140 9 inch Ditto 10 10 0
*Regent Street  ditto 180 | 9inch Ditto 1310 0
T*King Street ditto 200 | 2ft by 2ft | Half-brick| 41 17 0
%#Ditto, in connection with the above 200 12 inch Pipe 256 0 0
*Along the east s:lde of Blacl;heath
Village . 500 | 1t 6 by 1ft 6 | Half-brick | 119 0 0
9 *Spencer Place . . 200 | 2ft by 2ft Ditto
From Lewisham Hill along Dartmouth
Grove to the Green Man . . | 1650 1ft6bylft6é| Ditto | 262 10 0
LEWISHAM.
¥ *Main road, Rushey Green 1050 12 inch Pipe 136 0 0
T¢Willow Walk  ditto . 300 9 inch Ditto 15 8 0
% *From Silver Street alﬂng Homesdale 850 | 3ft by 2ft | Half-brick | 260 13 0
T Lewis Grove i 200 12 inch Pipe 3 0 0
Limes Grove . . e g 500 | 2ft by 2ft | Half-brick | 100 0 0
EYDEHHA.H.
9#From the junction in the main line
in Catford Hill Road, along Stan-
stead Lane to the west side of
Dartmouth Park . . 5280 | 3ft 9 by 2ft 6 | One brick 3054 0 0
T*From the enﬂ.ufﬂla abo?e sewer in
Stanstead Lane to Sydenham Park | 3300 | 3ft 4'h1_§r 2ft 3 Ditto |1363 2 2
9#*Brockley Lane . . 300 12 inch Pipe 37 0 0
*From t.ha Brighton Ra,ﬂway (Nﬂrth
of the Gre vhound) up the npnn
ditch to Eukdala L 935 | 3ft by 2ft | Half-brick | 333 0 0
*Dartmouth Road, west side . . . 30 |1ft6by1ft6 Ditto %0 0 0
9*Ditto e v B AR o g R 350 12 inch Pipe
Wells Road, northside . . . . 172 12 inch Ditto 20 0 0
*Opposite Sydenham Church . . . 650 12 inch Ditto 66 0 0
East side -:n}' Forest Hill Station, in
Perry Vale . 693 12 inch Ditto 80 17 0
9#The Valley Line, at the back of
Wells Road, upper part of Kirk-
140 | 2ft by 2ft | Half-brick| 20 8 0
'Frum Be]l Green to the Bnghtnn
Railw a]i near t.he Greylmund 3800 | 3ft by 2ft Ditto 1622 19- 6
*Jews' W, 425 | 3ft by 2ft Ditto
*Wells Road 1555 2ft by 2ft Ditto 819 19 0
Fyﬂanham Hill . ; 5560 | 2ft by 2ft Ditto
rom Whittle's pmperty Forest Hﬂl
along the Dulwich Road to the
boundary of the District - 835 | 2ft by 2ft Ditto | 2656 0 0
PENGE.
. *From Bell Green to Penge . . 8400 | 3ft4by 2ft3| DBrick (3326 0 0
*#At the back of Anerley Gardens, to
connect with sewer on the Na-
tional Freehold Land . . 2000 | 2ft by 2ft | Half-brick | 442 0
*Upper Norwood to the buundary of
the District . . 200 18 inch Ditto 25 0
*In Green Lane, in connection with
the proposed Main Line : 900 | 2ft by 2ft Ditto | 192 10
*The Wamhend Line, di the
Parishes of Beckenham and Penge 160 | 2ft by 2ft Ditto 24 0
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A difficulty arises in effecting the drainage of Penge, from the
necessity of constructing the sewer for that purpose through a
ﬁrtiun of the parish of Beckenham, which i1s not within the

etropolitan area ; and under these circumstances the sanction of
the Metropolitan Board was withheld to the last five sewers under
the head of Penge, until some arrangement could be made with the
owners of the property in Beckenham through which the sewer
must pass, and other persons interested in the construction of the
work. All the other sewers submitted to the Metropolitan Board
received their sanction.

Of the sewers thus sanctioned those at Rushey Green and Loat’s
Pits were, on the recommendation of the Committee to whom the
Surveyor’s report was referred, first executed.

It was found desirable during the construction of the former to
extend it considerably, and the extreme wetness of the soil made
the use of a large quantity of clay necessary. Hence the actual
cost of the work will be seen to exceed very far the original esti-
mate and contract price. The contract was let by tender to Mr.
John Murray for £310; the total cost, including the extra work,
was £468 9s. 4d.

The sewers were completed as under :—

LOCALITY, 8IZE. MATERIALS,

LENGTH
IN FEET

RUSHEY GREEN.

From the junction with the Main Sewer, nearly
opposite the Rising Sun, along the west side of
the road to the Avenue, and thence erossing the
road to and a few feet south of the Black Horse | 1134 12 inch Pipe

A branch from such pipe sewer at a point near the
south end of Hindsley's Place, erossing and pro-
ceeding along the east side of the road to about

40 feet south of the Police Station . . . . 168 9 inch Ditto
A branch from the same pipe sewer up Willow

WL 2 S oM I TLEE e T EREL S 200 Ditto Ditto
Another branch from the same sewer up the

Retreat FRT ST A R IR L e e § I T 100 ! Ditto Ditto

LOAT'S PITS.

Chochn: Pibwecl. | (il G AR e AR GLENE. b 188 | 12 inch Ditto
TG T I W S g ol S T 145 9 inch Ditto
T T A e, St Sl T 172 Ditto Ditto
TR T R e Rl B S T Akl T 200 | 2ft by 2ft | Half-brick
Ditto, in connection with the above . . . . . 202 12 inch Pipe

The next sewerage works undertaken by the Board were the one
in Homesdale, Lewisham, commencing at the junction with the
main sewer there and running northward up the hill, and that in
Spencer Place, Blackheath, commencing at the junction with an



21

existing sewer in the front of the Literary Institution, and runnin
north-westward. They were constructed in exact accordance wit
the original proposal. This contract was also let by tender to Mr.
Murray, for £305 ; the actual cost with extras was £334 6s. 10d.

The third and most important works constructed by the Board
are the sewers from Catford Hill along Stanstead Lane to Dartmouth
Park, and thence to Sydenham Park. And inasmuch as these
sewers pass through a comparatively uninhabited portion of the
district, some explanation may be desirable of the inducements to
the Board to carry out so extensive a work in such a locality. The
soil of the western portion of the district, from Catford Bridge to the
boundary, consists (see Medical Officer’s First Report) of London
clay, wholly impervious to fluid substances. Thus in this locality no
soakage into the soil takes place as in other portions of the district,
and the whole sewage of Sydenham and Forest Hill overflowed
from the numberless cesspools in those places, and found its way
through the ditches near and adjoining Stanstead Lane, and (except
such portion as was evaporated in its course) thence to the river
Ravensbourne, creating the most intolerable and pestilential stench
from Forest Hill to Catford Bridge, and polluting to a frightful
extent the chief source of supply of the KI::lt Water Works, from
which upwards of 9600 houses were supplied with water in 1849,
and that number is now probably very materially increased. By
this work the sewage from about 700 houses has been intercepted
from the river, and although the sewerage system for Sydenham
and Forest Hill is still very far from complete, the first grand step
to 1ts perfect drainage has been thus taken.

These works were let by tender to Mr. Dethick for £5247. As
actually constructed they are as follows. The total cost, including
extra work, will be £5523 2s. 8d.

LOCALITY. BIZE, MATERIALS,

LENGTH
IN FEET

From the junetion with the Main Sewer in Cat-
ford Hill, at a point at the end of Stanstead Lane,
to the west side of Dartmouth Park, at a point at
the end of Park Road, including a bell mouth for a
BEREE S BNnR SO .. 5ot B A un e e R

From the end of such sewer along Brockle
Lane, under the Railway near the Forest Hi
Station, and along the footpath on the west side of
the line to Bydenham Park . . . . . . . .

g Bebemlineny BRER T I e

Branch from the Stanstead Lane Sewer up
Brockley Lane, westgide . . . . . . . .

At the back of Wells Road, in continuation of a
sewer there from Jews' Walk , ., . . . . .

5618 | 3ft 9 by 2ft 6 | One brick

3237 | 3ft4by 263 | Ditto
28 | 2ft by 2ft | Half-brick

300 12 inch Pipe
140 | 2ft by 2ft | Half-brick

In addition to the above, the Board have constructed a pipe sewer
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without contract, by labourers in their employ acting under the
Surveyor of the Board, in

Dartmouth Road, west side, 318 feet 12 inch Pipe

Thus the total length of sewers constructed during the year is as
follows :—

FT. 1 FT.

_

FPEET.

N. H.
BrickBewers . . . . . 3 9 by 2 6 5618
3 4 by 2 3 3237
3 0 by 2 0 850
2 0 by 2 0 568
—10,278
PipeBewers . . . . . 12inch 2142
9 inch 785
2027
Total length . . . . 13,200 feet.

Before leaving the subject of sewerage it will be well to explain
the cause and result of the litigation in which the Board have
unfortunately been involved with the representatives of the late Mr.
Stainton, of Springfield House, Lewisham, in consequence of the
construction of the sewers in Rushey Green.

The sewers were commenced in March, and completed in the
following month, and in June the solicitors of the late Mr.
Stainton intimated to the Board that the water was withdrawn
from their clients’ ponds and watercourses, as they were informed
in consequence of the defective construction of the sewers, and
that if the sewers were made water-tight the water would return ;
they were therefore advised to take proceedings against the
Board to compel them to make the sewers water-tight, unless they
were willing, to effect that object without such proceedings. The
Board, however, declined to alter the construction of the sewers,
foreseeing the enormous expense involved in complying with the
request made, and that water-tight sewers would not answer the
purpose desired unless the Board, on their part, compelled every
owner (at least at a treble cost) to lay down water-tight drains to
communicate with such sewers; and that such water-tight sewers
and drains (if practicable) would simply drain the houses with
which they were connected, and not the soil itself, which was of
80 wet a nature as to be very prejudicial to health.

A suit was at once instituted against the Board, which was heard
in December ; the hearing of the case occupied the greater part of
four days, and was argued by the Attorney General, Mr. Roundell
Palmer, Mr. Lloyd, and Mr. Selwyn (Queen’s Counsel), and several
junior counsel. It is unnecessary here to enlarge on the facts or
arguments adduced, as they are fully given in the judgment of the
Master of the Rolls, of which an abstract is appended to this report.

The result fully justified the course adopted by the Board, the
bill being dismissed, although without costs.



DRAINAGE AND SANITARY MEASURES.

The Board are empowered to compel the drainage into a sewer
of any premises within 100 feet of it; and all such house drainage
(except as after mentioned), should be effected by the owners of the

remises under the immediate superintendence of the Officers of the
f}nard—the plans of the drainage having been previously submitted
to and approved by them. The portion of all house drains under
the public thoroughfares the Board decided to construct them-
selves, with the view as well to the better protection of the public
from accidents as the more satisfactory reinstating the roads. The
contract for this work was in the first instance let, by tender, to
Mr. James Pool, of Greenwich, at 25 per cent. under the prices of
the price book compiled by the Metropolitan Commissioners of
Sewers, and known as “ The Blue Book Prices.”” This contract was
not, however, fulfilled to the satisfaction of the Board, and the
works were subsequently let to, and until very recently were exe-
cuted by, Mr. Goodison, at 15 per cent. under the same prices.

In default of such drainage being effected by the owners, the
Board have (by sect. 73, as stated), the power, after 28 days’ notice,
of effecting the drainage through their own officers, and charging
the owner with the expense incurred. They have also more sum-
mary powers under sect. 81.

It was soon found that it would be necessary to exercise these
powers very extensively—and a contract was made with Mr. Goodi-
son for the execution of these works (which are of a more complex
character and involving a far greater responsibility than the mere
drains) at the Blue Book Prices.

The necessity for bringing these sections into operation has arisen
from various causes:—the comparative poverty of owners—legal
disabilities—disputes between parties interested, &c. In some very
exceptional cases, however, the Board have met with determined
opposition, one of which may be cited, from the importance of the
principle which ultimately became involved in it.

Four cottages standing together in Green Lane, Penge, were
reported as having privies in a very dilapidated condition and being
exposed to public view. The Board issued an order for their repair;
they were, however, so bad as to be incapable of repair, as subse-
quently stated by the owner, and he pulled them down, and refused
to provide any substitute as required by a further order. The cot-
tages were occupied by about twenty persons, and in this condition
they remained for several weeks, when the Board (under sect. 86),
empowering them under such circumstances to provide “ sufficient”

rivies, erected four privies on the premises, at a cost with cesspool,
istrict Surveyor’s fees, &c., of £26 7s. 6d. To the repeated ap-
plications for payment of this amount the owner made no reply,
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and ultimately the Board applied to the Magistrates at Croydon,
under the 225th sect., which directs that in every case where any
expenses are to be recovered in a summary manner (as under sect.
86), the “ amount shall, in case of dispute be ascertained, and deter-
mined by, and be recoverable before, Two Justices.”

It was admitted that the Board had expended the amount sought
to be recovered in the exercise of the powers vested in them, but
was contended that a wise discretion had not been used by them,
under the circumstances of the case, and therefore the Bench
ought not to make the order. In this view they concurred ; and it
was in vain contended on the part of the Board that it was not the
intention of the Legislature, under the section referred to (225), thus
to constitute “ Two Justices,” or within the Metropolitan Police Dis-
trict a Etipendiﬂr Magistrate, a Court of A peal against the acts of
the Vestries and% ﬂ.tv;ﬁ;w of Works ; such a gaurt (the Metropolitan
Board of Works), being expressly constituted under the 211th sect.
of the Act.

The Chairman (Mr. Biron), did not hesitate to express an opinion
that the Metropolitan Board would be certain to endorse the order
of the District Board, and that he would not open the door to such
oppression ; and the Bench declined to make an order for the
expenses incurred by the Board, and directed them to pay the costs
attending the summons,

It was proposed to take Counsel’s opinion as to the remedy of the
Board under such circumstances, and a Committee was appointed
to view the premises; they did not, however, agree as to the pro-
priety of the works constructed, and in the meantime an offer was
made by the owner of the premises of £10 by way of compromise
this amount was, with certain qualifying conditions, accepted at a
meeting at which seven Members only were present. Against th's
act of the Board several Members claimed the right, at a subse-

uent meeting, of entering their protest; but the compromise being
then effected no further steps were taken in the matter. Thus the
question is still open whether the Magistrates, under the section
referred to, have the power of determining the discretion or other-
wise of the Vestries and District Boards in the exercise of their
powers, and of visiting the Ratepayers with the expenses involved
in an adverse judgment.

Under the power vested in the Board by the sections (73 and 81),
under consideration, they have effected the drainge of the Work-
house, the Free School, the Police Station, 23 houses in the Grove,
turning out of Lewis Grove, including the 200 feet of pipe sewer
proposed to be laid there (see Abstract of Surveyor’s Report), and
44 other houses. The total cost of these works, and the amount
repaid to the Board up to the 25th March, 1857, will be seen by
reference to the statement of Receipts and Expenditure. Further
payments to a considerable amount have been since made.
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Besides the drainage thus effected, upwards of 500 houses have,
during the year, been drained into the sewers by the owners, either
voluntarily, or in obedience to notices issued by the Board ; such
drains being carried out under the superintendence of their officers ;
the Board having previously approved the plans submitted to them
for that purpose.

The great proportion of the houses thus drained are in Loampit
Vale, Avenue Road, and Rushey Green. A very inconsiderable
portion in Penge and Sydenham communicate with sewers only
partially covered.

The expense of all house drainage is by the Act made payable
by the “owner,” who is defined (sect. 250), to be the person
receiving the rack rent. This has been very generally complained
of as a serious tax, especially where, as is frequently the case, the
owner has only a short term of years, or the property consists of
small tenements, and the outlay, consequently, very disproportionate
to its value. With the view of mitigating as far as possible the
complaints on this head the Board have abstained from ordering a
water supply, water supplying pipes, cisterns, and apparatus (which
very materially increase the expense), to be provided as a general
rule, although in exceptional cases it has been ordered. The
necessity for it in every case has, however, been strongly urged by
the Medical Officer, and on more than one occasion has been made
apparent to the Board by experience. They are therefore fully
persuaded that the absence of such supply renders especial care
necessary on the part of the occupants of all premises that the
drains should be kept thoroughly cleansed ; and upon the exercise
of this caution the Board still rely to justify them in relaxing the
extreme letter of the Act.

As no power is given to require the drainage into a sewer of any
premises not within one hundred feet of it, cesspools must for a con-
siderable time remain attached to a large proportion of the houses
in this district. The Board have, as regards all houses under such
circumstances which have been built during the year, required that
they should be drained into cesspools constructed at a proper dis-
tance from the houses; and as regards all old houses, similarly
circumstanced, where any nuisance exists, the remedy applied has
consisted in the construction of proper cesspools and their being
emptied, the privies cleansed or reconstructed, and the premises
generally being put in a proper condition, according to the require-
ments and facilities of each case; what has been done in this direc-
tion, and what remains to be done, will be seen to a great extent
from the Medical Officer’s Reports.

The complaints of nuisances by inhabitants are comparatively
rare; the Board therefore rely on their Medical Officer and Inspec-
tors of Nuisances for the efficient performance of this branch of their
duties ; the zeal of the former is fully manifested in his Reports.
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The Inspectors have laid before the Board upwards of 150 Reports
of Nuisances, for the abatement of which orders have been made
and notices issued ; and as a general rule the Board have every
reason to be satisfied with the readiness shewn by the inhabitants
to comply with their requirements.

FINANCE.

The expenses of the Board are directed (sect. 158), to be met by
precepts issued by them upon the Overseers of the Parishes in the
district; as regards the I.)[J&I'iﬂh of Lewisham these precepts are
referred to the Board of Guardians of the Poor of the Parish, who,
by a Local Act (passed in 1814), are invested with the powers of
Overseers; and (sect. 159), where it appears that any expenses have
been incurred for the special benefit of any particular part of the
district, or not for equal benefit of the whu{e district, the Board of
Works may direct them to be levied in such part, or exempt any
part, or require a less rate to be levied thereon, as the case may
require. They are also empowered (with the sanction of the Me-
tropolitan Board), to borrow, at interest, on the credit of any monies
or rates authorized to be raised by them, any money for the purpose
of defraying any expenses incurred under tﬁe Act.

The g;:,rd decided that the cost of the construction of the pro-

d sewers and all sewerage expenses incurred by them should be
ﬁﬁdated by one equal rate throughout the Pariag and Hamlet re-
spectively in which the works should be situate, and that they

ould not be deemed to be for the special benefit of any particular
part of the Parish or Hamlet; the section referred to (159) being
onig brought into operation as regards watering and lighting the
roads.

The Board also decided that their general expenses, including rent
and furniture of offices, salaries of officers, implements and all esta-
blishment expenses, should be paid out of the amount to be levied
as Greneral Rate, and be borne by the Parish and Hamlet rateably
according to their rateable values; and the rateable value of Lewis-
ham being £116,135, and of Penge £31,306, it was determined
that Penge should bear one-fifth of all such expenses, as being the
nearest approach to the principle laid down compatible with the
justice of the case. To such amount it will be seen the Hamlet is
charged in the annexed account of expenditure.

On submitting the proposed sewers (see page 19), for the approval
of the Metropolitan Board, their sanction was also r&questec? to the
borrowing, by the Board, of £10,000, the estimated cost of their
construction. This sanction was given—and on the 10th July, the
Board borrowed of the Kent Fire and Life Office (Maidstone), the
sum of £6,000, at £5 per cent. on the general terms of the Act—
that is, repayable on six months’ notice by either party. A further
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sum of £2,000 was borrowed of the same society, on the same terms,
on the 13th December. These and all other sums borrowed for
similar purposes will be defrayed out of the rates by a sinking fund .
of not less than two per cent ; thus throwing the cost of all such
works over a period not exceeding fifty years.

It will be seen on reference to the account of receipts and expendi-
ture that, in order to meet the current liabilities of the Board, it
has been necessary to draw largely on the amount borrowed for
sewerage purposes ; this has arisen from circumstances beyond the
control of the Board. They found themselves on their constitution
- surrounded with heavy liabilities, and only a trifling sum (under

£50), to meet them ; R’ey were compelled to launch into a consider-
able current expenditure, and their Ie%itimate resources were ouf-
standing Highway Rates, difficult of collection, and precepts on the
Overseers, which could not be met for several months., As soon as
the Board could form any approximate estimate of their expenditure,
they issued (in March), precepts on the Overseers for the required
amounts to be paid within three months. That upon Penge was
paid to the day, as was also a subsequent one made in September,
but those upon Lewisham in March were not fully paid until De-
cember, and a considerable proportion of those made in September
are still outstanding ; this delay has been partly the result of a re-
assessment of the Parish which was made in 1856, and partly due
to other causes which have since been removed. The sums thus
diverted will, with the least possible delay, be refunded and applied
to the objects for which they were borrowed.*

In conclusion, the question of the admission of the press and
ratepayers to the meetings of the Board demands some notice in
this report, as having been the subject of repeated applications to
them, and the pretext for fomenting some amount of agitation in
Lewisham and Sydenham. At one of the first meetings of the
Board, several ratepayers presented themselves as an audience, but
the Board (with a lively recollection of the scenes that were wont
to be enacted at the meetings of the open vestry) decided that they
should withdraw. An application was made at the same meeting
for admission by a representative of the press. This also was re-
fused ; for although the Board wished that every facility should be
given to place the ]:]J]uhli{: in possession of their corporate proceed-
mgs, they were at the same time anxious, as far as possible, to re-
lieve individual members from the odium which necessarily attaches
to duties having so direct a personal bearing as those Wﬂiﬂh they
are, at every meeting, called upon to perform.

* See Appendix II., at the end of the Medical Officer's Reports, for particulars of
the Precept 1ssued in March, 1857, by the Metropolitan Board upon the District.
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The legislature has taken eare that every publicity which it con-
sidered deelreble should be given to the proceedings of the Metro-
politan Vestries and District Boards by directing (sec. 61), not only
that the minutes of their proceedings, account books, contracts, &e.,
should be open to the inspection eigﬁl any ratepayer or owner of pro-
perty in the district, but that an annual report of their proceedings,
accounts, contracts, debts, &c., should be published and sold at a
merely nominal rice ; and the Board e::me:t’fu:le1:11:1jr appeal to this
report to prove that the not only do not shrink from such pub-
licity, but that they have encleaveured to place in the hands of every
person interested the utmost information on the several subjects -
coming within their cognizance.

Ratepayers too impatient to await its pubheetmn, have, however,
been sought, and from time to time assembled in various parts of
the Perieh, and have arrived at resolutions urging upon the Board
the revocation of their decision on the subject ; but no means have
been furnished them for ascertaining whether such meetings really
represented the wishes of the great body, or what proportion, of the
ratepayers, and the Board maintained throughout the year the course
they had originally laid down for themselves, conceding only that
the minutes of their proceedings should have still further publicity
by being opened to any accredited reporter of the press, as soon as
they were signed, as required to give them full vahdity.

ese vexed questions are now, however, it is hoped, finally set
at rest, the much coveted boon of the admission of the press having
been reeentljr granted.
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SUMMARY STATEMENT

Of all written Contracts entered into by the Board, from the 1st
January, 1856, to the 25th March, 1857.

DATE OF NAME OF PERSON NATURE OF THE WORK TO BE PERFORMED, OR MA-
CONTRACT. WITH WHOM THE TERIALS SUFFLIED, AND GENEBAT TERMS.
CONTREACT WAS MADE.

1856,
Jan. 24 William Colson To aupply 200 cubic yards of gravel on the roads in
wisham, at 5s. pe “EE
Ditto Henry Constable To Hu[lpljf 400 cubic y of gravel on same roads,
at same price.
Feb. 7 Ditto To supply 400 cubic yards of gravel, at 5s. per yard
E.emsham, and 5s. 6d. per yard in Penge
Feb. 23 Benjamin Parks To remove the dust and rubgemh from all premmes

within a specified portion (see page 7) of the
district, for one year from the 14th February
instant, paying the Board £10 for the same.

Feb. 28 William Colson To supply 200 yards of gravel, in Lewisham, at 5s.

er yard.

Nov. 1 John Murray To Ennsyi;mct the several sewers in Loat's Pits and
Rushey Green, the particulars of which are
given in page 19, for £310, and all additional
works required at the schedule prices in the con-

tract.
April 12 James Pool For laying house drains under the rinlul::.hjcs thomugh-
fares, and connecting same with the sewers,

25 per cent. under The Blue Book Pnces,” fur
12 months, determinable on notice.
April 16 William Colson To cart all material within the district, at 2d. per
ﬁllblﬂ ard per furlong, and any material from
wharf in ]}eptﬁ)rg to any place within the
l]Jﬁt:rmt at three-halfpence per ton per furlong ;
and fur the hire of each set of one horse and har-
ness and one cart and man, at 10s. per day, from
the date of contract until 25th March, 1857.
May 6 John Murray To construct the sewers in Spencer Place and Loam-
pit Hill (for particulars see page 19), for £305,
and all additional works required at the schedule
prices in the contract.
Angust 27 | William Dethick To construct the sewers from Catford Hill to Syden-
ham Park (see page 19), for £5247, and ad-
ditional works required at the schedule prices in

the contract.
October 16 | The Crystal Palace | To supply and fix, as directed, any number of
District Gas Com- lamps, columns, and lanterns, complete, withi
pany any portion of the district, at £4 10s. each, and

supply gas to each lamp, from dusk to dawn
throughout the year, at £5 5s. per lamp, or
£4 2. per lamp for the winter eight months, the
agreement to be determinable by the Board at
any time in the years 1859 or 1861, on giving 6
months’ previous notice.
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are the Names and Addresses of the present (June,

1857) Members of the Board, and of their Uﬂiﬁers

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

Mr.
Mr.,
Mr.
Mr.

{Elembers,

Josian Axprews, Rushey Green, Lewisham.
Warrer Baenann, Blackheath.

James Bercaam, Lewisham.

JAMES BRrooKER, Brockley Park, Sydenham.
Javes DATKERS, Pen

JosepH DarE, Bell Green, Sydenham.

d.T. Dr1a SﬁLLE, Sandwell Place, Lewisham.
Hrur Doons, Farmer, Lewisham.

Witrtiam Epcerron, Farmer, Sydenham.

Dr. Hexry GrEENWoOD, Blackheath.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

Joux Groves, Hither Green, Lewisham.
James Hoarn, Catford Mill, Lewisham.
Wirniam Keisey, Lewisham.

‘Wirriam Lang, Rushey Green, Lewisham.
JoserH MEAD, Forest Hill.

WiLriam MorruEW, Forest Hill.
Bensayin Parsey, Sydenha.m

Daxier Puairrres, Rushey Green, Lewisham.
Esexezer Pritcaarnp, Penge.

W. M. Ripeway, S denham

Hexry Rosinson, I{ ridge Mill, Lewisham.
W. H. Suove, Blackheath.

Joun SiNkins, Sydenham.

Bexsamin Smrra, Blackheath.

S. SoutHORN, Blackheath.

Mr. W. W. Srancer, Belvedere Road, Upper Norwood.

Mr.

Tromas Tarrey, Farmer, Lew:tsham

Officers,

Mzr. O. C. T. EacrEroN, Montpelier Row, Blackheath, Cleri.

Mr. F. E. Winkinson, Sydenham Park, Sydenham, Medical Officer.
Mr. W. H. TreverTox, West Kent Park, Forest Hill, Surveyor.
Myr. Joun Duncan, New Cross, Inspector of Nuisances.

Mrs. Perry, Housckeeper.

Offices.

Grove Place, Lewisham, near the Church.
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APPENDIX.

PARISH OF LEWISHAM

COPY AWARD FOR THE DIVISION INTO WARDS AND THE
APPORTIONMENT OF VESTRYMEN.

I, Wittiax Durraxt CoorEw, of Guildford Street, in the county of
Middlesex, Esquire, having been duly appointed by the Right
Honourable Sir George Grey, Baronet, one of Her Majesty’s Principal
Secretaries of State, by virtue of an Act passed in the last Session
of Parliament, intituled ““ An Act for the Better Local Management
of the Metropolis,” to be one of the persons to set out the wards
into which certain parishes are by the said Act directed to be
divided, and to apportion the number of vestrymen to be elected for
such parishes respectively among such wards, and to apportion the
number of vestrymen to be elected for any parish already divided
into wards under any local Act, and, further, to act separately in
such division and apportionment from the other persons appointed or
to be appointed to perform those duties under the said Act, have
proceeded in the performance of the duties required by the said Act
to be executed by me, in reference to the Parish of Lewisham, in-
cluding Sydenham Chapelry (being a parish mentioned in Schedule
(B.) to the said Act, containing more than 2,000 rated householders,
and not already divided into wards under any local Act), and to
determine and set out the number, extent, limits, and bound
lines of the wards into which the said parishis to be divided, and to
apportion among such wards the number of vestrymen to be elected
for such parish :

Now I do hereby, by virtue of the provisions and directions of the said
Act, divide the said Parish of Lewisham, including Sydenham Chapelry,
into three wards, none of which contains less than 500 rated householders,
to be called respectively No. 1, or Blackheath Ward, No. 2, or Sydenham
Ward, and No. 3, or Lewisham Ward ; and I determine and appoint that the
said ward to be called No. 1, or Blackheath Ward, shall consist of so much
of the said parish as lies north of a line drawn from the east boundary of
the parish, at the point where it adjoins the parishes of Lee and Charlton,
running westward along the centre of the London Road to the point where
the Parish of Lewisham adjoins the Parish of St. Paul, Deptford; and that
the said ward to be called No. 2, or Sydenham Ward, shall consist of so

D
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much of the said Parish of Lewisham as will be comprised within a line
drawn from the west boundary of the said parish near Honor Oak, adjoining
the Parish of Camberwell, running eastward to the west side of the bridge
known as No. 9 bridge over the London and South Coast Railway, thence
southward in a straight line to the west side of the railway bridge thrown
over the road leading from the Dartmouth Road, Forest Hill, to Perry
Vale, thence to the centre of the said road under the last-mentioned bridge,
thence along the centre of the road leading through Dartmouth Vale and
Perry Vale to the centre of the Sydenham Road opposite Meadow Croft, thence
southward along the centre of the Sydenham Road to the centre of the road
at Bell Green, thence along the centre of Kent House Lane to the south
boundary of the Parish of Lewisham, adjoining the Parish of Beckenham,
and thence by the boundary of the Panaﬂ of Lewisham next the Parishes
of Beckenham and Camberwell to the starting point; and that the said ward
to be called No. 3, or Lewisham Ward, shall consist of the remainder of the
said Parish of Lewisham, including the remainder, if any, of the said
Chapelry of Sydenham. And, having regard, as far as in my judgment it
is practicable, as well to the number of persons rated to the relief of the
poor in each ward as to the aggregate amount of the sumsat which all such
persons are rated, I do apportion and assign nine vestrymen to the said ward
to be called No. 1, or Blackheath Ward, and twelve vestrymen to the said
ward to be called No. 2, or Sydenham Ward, and fifteen vestrymen to the
said ward to be called No. 3, or Lewisham Ward.

In witness whereof T have hereunto set my hand, this Fourth day of
Octobéer, in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and
fifty-five.

Wimmoraym Durraxt Coorer.
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AN ABSTRACT OF THE JUDGMENT

aF
THE MASTER OF THE ROLLS,
IN THE SUIT OF

STAINTON V. THE METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WOREKS AND THE
BOARD OF WORKS FOR THE LEWISHAM DISTRICT.

This suit was originally instituted against the Metropolitan Board of
Works, and subsequently against that Board and the Lewisham Distriet
Board, for an injunction to restrain both the Boards from causing or con-
tinuing the diversion of a stream which theretofore flowed through the
grounds of the late Mr. Stainton. He had since 1817 been possessed of a
house and grounds in Lewisham, and in 1835 he purchased a field (called
Springfield, between Willow Walk and the Avenue opposite the Black
Horse, Rushey Green), containing a copious spring of water, from whence
a stream flowed over a marshy piece of ground in a northerly direction.
Having purchased the land, Mr. Stainton collected the water into one spot
forming a pond, and diverting the flow from it into another channel to his
house and grounds, and ultimately by its original course through the Village
into the Ravensbourne. ILarge sums were expended, as well in the pur-
chase of the land as the formation of the pond and channel for diversion of
the rivulet flowing therefrom, which had been regarded by Mr. Stainton
with peculiar pleasure, in which probably his representatives participated,
and thus no compensation given by a jury could repay to them the pretium
affectionis with which they regarded it.

In 1855 the Metropolitan Commissioners of Sewers began the main
sewer, which is constructed from a point near the village church to the
Black Horse Inn, Rushey Green, in the turnpike road, and from thence in
its course to Bell Green, in the Catford Hill Road. When the sewer had
got opposite Mr. Stainton’s property, and had cut through a bed of clay
which seems to have retained the water in the basin or gravel upon which
Rushey Green is situated, the spring disappeared from the spot where it
previously welled up, and thereupon the plaintiffs filed their bill for an
injunction.

It appeared to him (the Master of the Rolls) on the hearing (6th June,
1855), that it was the intention of the Commissioners of Sewers to construct
the sewer so that, if the expectations of the engineer proved correct, it
would not inflict any injury on the plaintiffs; and although, should the
sewer permanently divert the water from the plaintiffs’ spring the Com-
missioners claimed the right of doing so; yet he thought it better, as the
question of fact was in contest, that the motion should stand over until the
sewer was completed, inasmuch as if the result turned out as was antici-
pated, no question either of fact or law would arise.

The sewer was then completed, but the result arising from its construc-
tion was still in dispute from the circumstance that a side sewer parallel
with the main sewer had been made into it by the District Board, within
the limit of the band of clay which formerly contained the water; the

D 2
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combined result was clearly that one or both of the sewers diverted the
water from the spring, which formed the rivulet which had been converted
into what was considered ornamental water on the grounds of Mr. Stainton.

The District Board was then brought before the Court, and the motion
resumed and extended so as to obtain an injunction against them as well as
the Metropolitan Board. The motion was at his (the Master of the Rolls)
suggestion converted into a motion for a decree, so that a final adjudication
might at once be made. The case occupied the greater part of four days,
and was gone into very fully both on the facts and the law.

On the question of fact the Master of the Rolls came to the conclusion
that both the main and side sewer prejudicially affected the spring, to what
extent and in what proportion he was unable to say. The side sewer was
probably the more injurious of the two; but his impression was, that either
would, if retained unaltered, be sufficient to drain away the water which
originally rose on the plaintiffs’ land and supplied the rivulet.

This being established or assumed, the question of law arose, whether
the plaintiffs were entitled to the injunction they asked, or whether the
defendants were entitled to do what they had done and continue the sewers
and drainage in their present state; upon which he (the Master) had
come to a conclusion favourable to the defendants. He was of opinion
that the decisions which relate to the right of an adjoining proprietor to
divert, by drainage or underground operations, water which might have
flowed or was flowing in the soil of an adjoining proprietor could not be
imported into the consideration of the case. The Boards could not be
‘treated as clothed with the rights or obligations of owners of lands. Such as
they were they were defined by statute; beyond it they could do nothing;
what it permitted or required &e]' were bound to do; fo the statute there-
fore he must look for a solution of the question, interpreted and illustrated
by the decided cases which relate to acts done under similar statutes. He
fully eoncurred in that class of cases of which Jones v. Bird, and the
Grocers’ Company v. Donne, illustrated the principle. In other words, he
entertained no doubt that if either of the Boards were producing the injury
complained of by the unskilful or improper construction of the sewers, the
Court would interfere to prevent it; but he did not think these cases
applied here, as he was of opinion that for the object pointed'out by the
statute, both the sewers were constructed in a very skilful manner, and
were well fitted to discharge the duties imposed upon them, if the injury
incidentally inflicted was not to be regarded.

He had to look at what the powers of the defendants were under those
acts, and thought this case was governed by the proviso at the end of the
50th sect. of the Act of 11 and 12 Viet. ¢. 112, as regarded the Commissioners
of Sewers, and a proviso, identical in terms, at the end of the 86th sect. of
the Act of 18 and 19 Viet. ¢. 120 (the Metropolis Local Management Act),
as regarded the Metropolitan and District Boards. The proviso referred to
(the operation of which was not to be limited to the previous part of the
section in each Act) enacted that where any work done by the Commissioners
should interfere with or prejudicially affect any right to the use of water,
full compensation should be made to all persons sustaining damage thereby
in manner provided by the act. In his opinion this was a case where the
right to the use of water was interfered with, and such right was limited
to a claim for compensation. No doubt, in many cases connected with
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public works, railways, canals, &c., the sum awarded by a jury was no real
compensation. The jury might be unable to appreciate the pleasure en-
Joyed by another in a matter which to them would appear to be foolish ;
but this was an evil inseparable from these matters, and the legislature
having thought fit to enact that individnal rights, in other cases held so
sacred, should in these cases be sacrificed to obtain a great public benefit,
it did not lie within the power of a court of equity to say that the object
of the legislature should be prevented because a right was interfered with
for which adequate compensation could not possibly be afforded.

It was said that the sewers might be so constructed as not to drain away
any of the water that supplied the rivulet, that if they were made water-
tight and confined rigidly to draining the houses the injury would be
avoided, and thence it was contended that the only question was one of
expense, and the case of Coates v. the Clarence Railway Company was
cited in support of this view. The evidence, however, led to the conclusion
that it would not be possible to construct these sewers as suggested, having
regard to the functions they had to perform, but that they would not be
fitly constructed unless they admitted the filtration of water from the
adjoining lands, and the District Board expressly stated that they considered
it essential for the due performance of their duty, having regard to the
state of the adjoining soil, to admit the water from it to percolate into the
drain; and the same careful and expensive mode of constructing each
separate drain would be required in the case of every house communicating
with the main drain; and the final result, as far as he (the Master) could
judge, that the drainage of the district when completed in this unusual
manner would be expensive, liable to derangement, and probably ineffectual
for the purposes intended by the act, while he was satisfied that the present
drains and sewers were perfectly well constructed for those purposes,
setting apart only the interference with the enjoyment by the plaintiffs of
the rivulet. If the object of the plaintiffs could be obtained by the con-
struetion of the sewers and drains in the manner suggested, the same mode
could be adopted in every case; and if such a course were intended by the
legislature the provision referred to would be useless and unmeaning.
But he was of opinion that it had a clear meaning, and applied to the con-
sequences of constructing sewers and drains in the ordinary manner, and
that the legislature did not mean to impose a peculiar mode of construction
to meet any exceptional cases. The case of Coates v. the Clarence Railway
Company was not repugnant to this view. If he (the Master) were satisfied
that the drains were improperly constructed, or even that by a very slight
expense as good a system of drainage might be maintained consistently with
preserving the accustomed flow of the rivulet, he should not hesitate to
enforce that mode of construction; but he had not only not come to that
conclusion, but that an opposite conclusion if not proved was strongly im-
pressed on his mind as the fair result of the evidence and facts proved.

He had felt considerable hesitation respecting the costs of the suit, but
under all circumstances he thought he should best consult the ends of
Justice by dismissing the bill without costs.

He foresaw that litigation was likely to arise hereafter as to the right to
compensation, the amount of it, and whether, if at all, it should be borne
by the Metropolitan Board, or the District Board, or by both, and if so, in
what proportion, and he suggested that all farther litigation should be put
an end to by agreement between the parties.
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REPORTS

THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH,

TO
THE BOARD OF WORKS FOR THE LEWISHAM DISTRICT,

1856.

JANUARY.
GENTLEMEN,

Ix presenting this my first Medical Report, as to the sanitary condition
of the District over which u have done me the honour of electing me
as ““ Medical Officer ofHea{E:: " I have endeavoured, as briefly as possible,
to point out—

Firstly. What .general causes are more immediately liable to engender
dmeaseﬂ gnd mureaaage;alortahty .

econdly. To give a slight sketch of the hical and geolo
pecuhannga of the district ; and, N F g 7o

Thirdly. To append Tables of the past Mortality for the last ten years;
the Mortality of the present month up to the 26th instant, and Meteoro-
logical Tables taken fmm observations made at Greenwich Observatory.

With regard to sanitary matters, I have found it necessary from the
short period which has elapsed since my taking office, to genarahse upon
that which seems to be more immediately requisite to be attended to, and
to reserve for future Reports such inquiries as demand more specml and
minute attention.

The District appears to have been healthy, when compared with some
other Metropolitan Districts; but it will be for you, Gentlemen, not only
to prevent increase of mﬂrta.ht]r as population mpid]y increases, but by
timely sanitary regulations, to render the District more healthy than it

has ever been.
The removable causes of disease may be classified under eight heads, viz.

1st. Want of light.

2nd. Want of ventilation and free circulation of air.

3rd. Deficient or impure supply of water.

4th. Adulterated food.

5th. Animal food rendered poisonous by dlsease or decay.

6th. Putrifying animal matter, drains, privies, cesspools,
slaughter-houses, &e.

7th. Marsh miasm.

8th. The state of dwelling houses.

Cavse 1.  Want of Light.

Solar light either comes to us directly as in sunshine, or is diffused
through the atmosphere as in ordinary daylight; and is absolutely neces-
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!]iﬂIj" for the healthy development of the animal as well as the vegetable
ingdom.

’Ighe consequences of want of light are more perceptible, and, therefore,
more familiar to us in the vegetable kingdom ; and are remarkably shown
in the properties and chemical products of plants reared in the open day or
in the dark.

The tendency of plants in a room to turn themselves to the light, the pecu-
liar want of colour and succulent growth of plants grown in the dark, and
the advantage which gardeners take of this property to bleach celery,
endive, &c., will sufficiently illustrate this part of my subject.

But human beings are equally dependent upon light; without light they
become cachectic and unhealthy; blanched from loss of the red colour of
the blood ; debilitated and dropsical; scrofula is developed, and they will
prqgahljr be carried off by tubercular disease, or rendered fit prey for
epidemics.

PMoﬂlers living in dark cellars produce an unusual proportion of defective
children.

In some cells under the fortifications of Lisle, a number of poor people
took up their abode. The proportion of defective infants produced became
so great, that it was found necessary to issue an order commanding that
these habitations should be closed up.

But even in cases where the absence of light is less complete, the effects
are abundantly striking in the pale and sickly complexion and stunted frame.

The diseases the want of it produces are of long continuance, and waste
the means of life before death results; and as to death itself, it has been
calculated that in London nearly 10,000 persons perish annually from de-
ficient circulation of air and want of light.

Cauvse IL.  Want of Ventilation and Free Cireulation of Air.

An adult respires about 17 to 20 times in a minute; and it is calcu-
lated that during an ordinary inspiration about 25 cubic inches of atmos-
pheric air are taken in, and about the same quantity expelled during an
ordinary expiration.

The gas taken in is atmospheric air; that which is expelled differs
materially.

We find, that the greater portion of oxygen (constituting about one-fifth
part of atmospheric air), has disappeared; and that it is replaced by an
equal volume of carbonic acid gas, an additional quantity of which is
eliminated by the skin.

Carbonic acid is a poisonous gas, 13 to 15 per cent. of which mixed with
atmospheric air, is sufficient to destroy life; and as we see that each human
being consumes per minute nearly four cubic feet of oxygen, and expels
quite that quantity of carbonic gas, &ec., it becomes of the most vital
importance that overcrowding should be prevented; and that ventilation
and a good supply of pure air should be made available by every means in
our power.

In illustration of these facts, every one must have read of the horrible
death of the Englishmen who were locked up all night in a close dungeon
at Fort William, Calcutta; 146 individuals were imprisoned in a room 20
feet square with only one small window ; and before morning all but 23
had died under the most dreadful of tortures, slowly increasing suffocation.
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- A similar accident happened in 1742. The keeper of the Round Tower
at St. Martin’s crammed 28 people into a room 6 feet square, and not quite
6 feet high, and 4 were suffocated.

Cavse II1I.  Deficient or Impure Supply of Water.

The paramount necessity for an abundant supply of pure water, both for
iétte;ndal use and for purposes of cleanliness, cannot for a moment be ques-

oned.

The skin being the organ by which much noxious matter is eliminated
from the body, and upon which the human being depends for the regula-
tion of its temperature, it is of the greatest importance that every facility
should be afforded for strict cleanliness as a means of preserving health.

The source of all fresh water is rain, which comes to us in this way in
the purest form, containing as it does few or no salts; in fact, nothing more
than an admixture of a certain proportion of atmospheric air and a small
quantity of carbonic acid; and, according to Liebig, in the neighbourhood
of large towns, a minute quantity of ammonia.

Humboldt and Gay Lassac shew that the quantity of these gases equals
about one-twenty-fifth of the volume of the water; and that the propor-
tion of the oxygen to the nitrogen, instead of being as 21 to 79, as in
atmospheric air, is as 31 to 69.

I may here mention, that lead cisterns are unfit for storing rain water, as
from its containing carbonic acid, it is liable to form the poisonous carbo-
nate of lead. River or well water, from its containing salts, prevents this
by forming an insoluble crust or deposit on the surface of the lead, thus
preventing solution.

Well water is obtained from the natural filtration of rain through a more
or less pervious stratum, which being impeded in its descent by an imper-
vious substratum, is obtained by digging.

The quality materially depends upon the natural peculiarities of soil
through which it percolates, or with which it comes in contact; and is
liable to be contaminated in populous places by accidental admixture with
decomposing organic matter from leakage of drains, cesspools, sewers, &e.

These facts prove the necessity of properly securing with cement, not
only the sides of wells, but the entire extent of sewers and cesspools, the
receptacles of animal refuse and decomposition, instead of (as is fre-
quently the case), using mortar for the bottom of sewers and cement only
for the top; most cesspools not being cemented at all, in order that the
liquid parts may better percolate away, and require less frequent emptying.

No further illustration is wanted of this fact than the results which have
been proved to have taken place bv a Commission which was appointed to
inquire into the causes of the fatality of asiatic cholera in the neighbour-
hood of Golden-square, when it was ascertained beyond doubt, that the
frightful mortality was occasioned by the leakage of a single drain into a
well, which the inhabitants were in the habit of using for their supply of
water.

River water depends for its quality upon its source, and upon the nature
of the soil through which it passes.

If it passes through its whole course over a siliceous bed, it will be as a
general rule extremely pure, holding less salts in solution than well water,
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and consequently- softer. If on the contrary it passes through" a clayey
bed, it will hold in solution certain salts which are peculiar to such soil.

A river varying much in level at different times, will be generally an
unfit supply for internal use, from the occasional miasmatic nature of its
banks when but partially covered with water and exposed to the sun’s rays,
as well as from the less diluted impurities which are undoubtedly mixed
with it in ing through a cultivated tract.

When fﬂere is a large body of water, on the contrary, unless there is
most extensive pollution, the impurities may be almost too diluted to be
appreciable.

But as poisons contained in water are introduced into the system in the
most subtle form, and in a condition which renders them most easily
absorbed by the fluids of the body, and in a most unobserved and gradual
manner, it behoves those who have the custody of the public health to look
well into the sources of supply; and where public companies are concerned,
to its proper and efficient filtration prior to service.

Cavse IV. _ddulterated Food.

This subject in its many varieties is so familiar to you from the recent
able investigation of the subject as published in the * Lancet,” that enter-
ing into details would be a work of supererogation on my part, and would
unnecessarily occupy your time.

I may, however, in impressing the importance of procuring food in a
pure state, recall to your recollection a few pernicious admixtures, viz.—
alum in bread, Prussian blue in green tea, the occasional admixture of
the excrement of the silk worm in black tea, salts of copper in pickles,
red lead and vermillion in anchovy sauce and paste, arsenic and copper in
certain green coloured sweetmeats, chicory in coffee, &e. &e.

Cavse V. dwimal Food rendered Poisonous from Diseased Action or Partial
Decomposition.

Dr. Christison mentions a poison contained in the blood of over-driven
cattle, noticed by Morand in the year 1776, in which the animal seemed
to vary little from its natural condition; but in which, if any of the“raw
meat or blood were applied to a scratch, or even sometimes to the
unbroken skin, produced severe inflammation or malignant boils.

Another disease, fortunately rare in this country, is common on the con-
tinent, in which animals are affected with boils, a disorder called * milz-
brand.” This distemper renders the animal so poisonous, that those who
handle the skin or entrails, or who eat the flesh, are apt to suffer severely.
Sometimes cholera is produced, but more commonly typhus fever, or malig-
nant pustules, which diseases are frequently fatal in a few hours.

The tendency of decomposition to impart deleterious qualities to animal
matter previously wholesome, has been long known.

To those unaccustomed to the use of tainted food, the mere commence-
ment of decay is insupportable,

Game decayed only sufficiently to please the taste of the epicure, has pro-
duced severe cholera in persons not accustomed to eat it in that state.

Gaspard, Majendie, Leuret, and Stamont, have proved by experiment,
that putrid animal matter, introduced into the veins of health animals,
quickly proved fatal, producing a discase resembling typhus ever; and
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similar effects were observed by Majendie when animals were confined
over vessels in which animal matter was decaying.

These questions throw much light upon the tendency of putrid effluvia
to produce typhus, cholera, &e.

Partially decomposed sausages, cheese, ham, bacon, smoked ts, and
different varieties of fish, &c., have frequently caused disease death.

Under this head I may also mention milk from diseased cows; and
where these animals are kept without a sapply of proper food, fresh air,
light, and exercise, and in the midst of offensive refuse. This may, I
think, be more often a cause of disease than is anticipated.

Cavse VI. Drains, Privies, Cesspools, Slaughter Houses, Grave Yards, and
other Sources of Animal Decomposition.

A dense, warm, moist atmosphere, with no wind, is a favourable condi-
tion for the production of fever and other epidemic diseases; and when to
these conditions are superadded a want of drainage or imperfect drainage,
the contiguity of privies, manure and offal heaps, grave yards, or other
foci of animal decomposition, the exciting cause is perfect; and there is
nothing more wanted than human beings fitted by intemperance, delicacy,
debility, fatigue, or anxiety, for the reception of those invisible gases which
are so fertile in the production of disease.

The decomposition of animal matter is called * putrefactive fermenta-
tion;” and in this manner, favoured by warmth and moisture, it returns,
after a due period, into its ultimate elements.

The products of this fermentation consisting of poisonous compounds
remarkable for their feetor of hydrogen, with sulphur, phosphorus, and
carbon, and of these gases, with portions of offensive and partially decom-
posed animal matter.

That these causes are sufficient to produce dire disease and epidemy has
been abundantly proved by the liability in crowded and had]c{ ventilated
Jails, transport ships, among armies, &ec., to generate fever, cholera, &e.;
hence the terms jail fever, camp fever, &ec., with which we are unfortunately
familiar.

But the court-yards and roads interspersed among the poor dwellings of
some neighbourhoods, are places thickly strewed with the seeds of disease.
Malaria rise at times from these localities, mixed with animal poison, which
when inhaled, cannot fail to engender debility, consumption, disease, and
pauperism.

These causes act by depressing the vital powers, and vary only in intensity
according to the quantity of poison absorbed.

Cavse VII. Marsh Miasm.

The exhalations thrown out from decomposing vegetable matter, only
partially covered with water and exposed to the sun’s rays, are called
miasmata. -

The precise nature of these emanations has as yet been undecided, some
saying that they consist of sulphuretted hydrogen, some hydro-carbon, &ec.,
but the fact is well known, that they are capable of producing, in those ex-
posed to their influence, a peculiar disease termed intermittent fever
or ague.
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It is certain that these miasmata are heavy, and accumulate in the lower
part of the atmosphere; and that they are more virulent when applied
through the medium of moisture. Their course may be traced to a consi-
derable distance from their source, forming currents wafted along by the
wind ; and people at the top of a hill may be affected by them, although
from their weight a wall might stop them or alter their course.

Ague is now endemic in but few parts of England, where it was for-
merly very prevalent, the progressing system of drainage and cultivation
tending to put an end to it; and the only mode of exterminating the dis-
ease is by a proper and perfect system of surface drainage.

It is not to be supposed from the term “marsh miasm,” that marshes
are the only sources whence these exhalations arise; they may be formed
upon local accumulations of wet undrained earth, slime, mud, &e.

They are of course more powerful when most extensive, therefore the
disease resulting is modified according to amount of concentration, some-
times exhibiting itself merely in the form of apparent debility, loss of
appetite, headache, &e.; at other times, with all the virulence of the dis-
ease, differing only in degree according to the dose of poison, from mild
ague and fever, and those severe cases which are fatal in a few hours; from
the mild ague and remittents of this country to those which are fatal in the
second or third paroxysm in hot countries.

Cavse VIII. The State of Dwelling Houses.

The condition of dwelling houses may be a source of disease, not only
from Causes I. II. ITI. VL. VIL, viz., want of light, want of ventilation,
deficient or impure supply of water, noxious gases eliminated by decom-
posing animal and vegetable poison, but they may be detrimental to health
from dampness occasioned by insufficient foundation, bad surface drainage,
want of proper relative elevation above the ground as regards the neigh-
bourhood immediately surrounding, want of proper dry flooring, want of
such repairs as are necessary for cleanliness, want of proper protection
from the weather in consequence of insufficient or dilapidated roofing, want
of proper windows, and too early habitation in houses recently built.

These causes are all liable to produce characteristic discase. Besides
those already mentioned, I may name ecatarrhs, influenzas, bronchitis,
rheumatism, diseases of skin, &ec.; aud such diseases tend to shorten life,
and further increase the catalogue of pauperism and vice.

Sundry of the eauses here enumerated, act more prejudicially for various
evident reasons at a low elevation; and vary materially according to the
amount of wind, temperature, peculiar states of the atmosphere, such as its
electric state, barometic pressure, sudden atmospheric changes, amount of
heat, moisture, rain fall, &e. &e. ;

The healthiness of a district also depends materially upon the kind of
occupation of its inhabitants; and the length of life varies materially
according to the kind of employment by which its inhabitants earn their
daily living.

For instance, in some oceupations poisons enter into the system through
the medium of the skin, or enter the stomach, or are breathed into the
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langs. In others, there is great exposure to the weather. In some, there
is a great amount of loss of rest and exposure to the night air. In
others, there is a great deal of confinement in close apartments and want of
exercise. In some, exposure to noxious exhalations of various kinds. In
some, an excessive amount of labour. In others, there is great exposure to
heat or to cold ; and last, though not least, in some there is great and over-
burthening mental anxiety.

All these varieties must doubtless tell seriously upon the health more or
less of districts generally.

LEWISHAM.

The parish of Lewisham [so called from leesew, a meadow, and ham, a
village], is situate upon a very undulating tract of land ; is bounded upon
the north by the parish of Greenwich and of St. Paul’s, Deptford; on the
north-west and west by the parish of Camberwell; on the south by the
parish of Beckenham, which here forms a tongue of land, separating it
from the hamlet of Penge; on the south by the parish of Bromley; on the
east by the parish of Lee; on the north-east by the parishes of Kidbrooke
and Plumstead.

The village of Penge, a hamlet of Battersea, is bounded on the north
and north-east by the parish of Beckenham ; on the morth-west by the
parish of Camberwell; on the west by a point of the parish of Lambeth -
on the south and south-east by the parish of Croydon.

The District is intersected by the river Ravensbourne, which takes its
rise on Keston Common, not far from the borders of Surrey, and near an
old fortified camp which Drs. Tabor and Hasted suppose to have been the
encampment of the Roman legions under Aulus Plautius, whilst awaiting
the arrival of the Emperor Claudius.

Taking a most sinuous course, it flows north north-west at the base of
Bromley Hill, between the parishes of Hayes and Bromley, receiving three -
branches in Lord Farnborough’s park, and proceeding to Southend, expands
into a broad sheet of water ; again narrowing, it continues its course through
the fields, and near Catford Bridge unites with the small river Chaffinch, or
Poole River (which receives two branches from the Norwood hills), and
flowing on the north-west side of Lewisham across Brockley Road, did re-
ceive the water of the Lady Well, which since the building of the new
sewer in this road has been closed up.

It also receives, after passing nearly through Lewisham, the stream of
water called the Ravensbourne Brook, which runs through the entire
length of the village by the road side; and which takes its origin from
some springs situate upon Rushey Green; also the small stream called the
Lee Bourne or Quaggy. Thence proceeding to Deptford, the river empties
itself into Deptford Creek, which is continuous with it and the Thames.

In its course it turns several mills, and supplies the Kent Waterworks Com-
pany for the use of the inhabitants of Greenwich, Deptford, and parts of
Blackheath and Lewisham, Camberwell, Peckham, and the Government
yards of Woolwich and Deptford.

On either side of the Ravensbourne, the country rises until it attains on
the east side, at the highest point of Blackheath, an elevation of 155 feet
above the mean sea level.
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On its westerly side, the country rises until it attains, at the highest
point of Sydenham, an elevation of 365 feet.

The top of the Crystal Palace grounds, the highest point of Penge, being
361 feet above the mean sea level.

The District is somewhat protected from the violence of the wind on
account of the high ridges bordering it; but suffers most from north-
easterly winds, from which quarter it is not so protected.

The mean annual rain fall is about 25 inches (Greenwich Observato

The prevalent winds during the year 1855, as compiled from the Meteo-
rological Tables of the Crystal Palace Cnmpany, were as follows :

Between north andeast . . . . . . . 99 days
Between sonthandeast . . . . . . . 37 days.
Between northand west . . . . . . . 71 days.
Between south and west . . . . . . . 73 days.

The District is based upon eocene tertiary deposit, varying in its thick-
ness and differing materially in its character in different parts, as well as
in its composition in the same part, and intersected by outcrops as at New
Cross Railway cutting, where the lower tertiary strata rise from beneath
the London clay, and as near Lewisham and Blackheath, where the secon-
dary formation (the chalk) appears in one or two places, London clay hav-
ing entirely disappeared; the chalk being covered by a varying crust of
5;1;.;11 and pebble beds, with a base of indurated Woolwich clay filled with
B 8.

The principal part of the drainage of this Distriet finds its way ulti-
mately into the Ravensbourne, mixed with the overflow of cesspools where
these receptacles exist, and the direct drainage from many houses; and
after being conducted 1111}0 the natural watercourses, ditches, &c., finds its
way rapidly into the small tributaries of this river, and must seriously con-
taminate it.

These conditions exist more especially in Sydenham and Penge, where
almost every ditch or brook is more or less contaminated.

In Lewisham, a sewer has been constructed, into which many of the
drains of the houses open; and in this portion of the District the ovil is in

a partial degree avoided.

The quality and supply of water so varies, that it must be considered
under the separate divisions of the District.

The number of acres contained in the parish is 5220.

The number of occupied houses is 2914.

Unoccupied houses, 207.

Sheds, outbuildings, and stables in the whole parish, 74.

Number of assessments on land in the whole parish, 869.

Making the total number of assessments, 4064.%

Rateable value of property £113,886; and which at 11d in the pound
amounts to £5219 15s. 6d.

The numbers of the population of Lewisham village was,

In the census of 1841 . . . s e DOBE,
In the census of 1851, 1tamuuntedtn i R L

* The above is extracted from rate books, and relates to rates made 24th July, 1855.
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The population of the chapelry of Sydenham was, by the census taken

el L e i U e e g L T e 1
Lol s e R S T R e 7

Showing a rapid increase, which has been steadily progressing.

The population of the hamlet of Penge was, in the census of 1851, 270,
since which it has enormously inereased.

Appended are the Tables of Mortality of Lewisham and Sydenham, run-
ning over a space of fourteen years.

The information given is not quite so complete as I could have wished,
from the fact that Blackheath is mixed up with other parishes to form a
registrar’s sub-district. And any information about the mortality of Penge
appears not to be procured, as it is registered under the Croydon district.

These inconveniences I hope to be able to get rid of by collecting future
registrations as far as they relate to this District.

By the annexed Table it will be seen that some causes must have been
in operation against the health of Lewisham as compared with that of
Sydenham.

The deaths registered in 1841, being in Lewisham village 1 out of 39-5,
in Sydenham 1 out of 65.

The deaths registered in 1851, being in Lewisham 1 out of 44, in
Sydenham 1 out of 72-5.

The advantage in favour of the health of Sydenham, thus seems to be 1
death out of 27, although the mortality of Lewisham seems diminished
during that space.
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BLACKHEATH.

Blackheath, or so much of it as is comprised in the Parish of Lewisham,
lies on the north side of the District.

The main portion of the place is situated upon a flat-topped hill, elevated
af its highest point 155 feet above the sea level, and declining gradually as
it nears Lewisham.

It is admirably adapted by its fine open position, and the nature of the
soil upon which 1t is placed for a healthful resort, and from its elevation
commands fine views of the neighbourhood.

The ward contains 836 houses.

From the nature of the soil the roads might be supposed to be in good
order. They are in most parts sound and dry, the wet being rapidly re-
moved after rain.

Its geological formation is, like Lewisham, composed of the lower ter-
tiary strata, consisting of a crust of pebble beds and sand, varying in thick-
ness, but averaging about 30 feet, placed upon a bed of shells* mixed with
a hard impervious substratum of Woolwich plastic clay, about 2 or 3 feet
thick, based upon the chalk, which crops out in one or two points of the
nelghh-e}urhund

The drainage of the place is almost entirely into cesspools, which, more
especially on account of the porous nature of the soil, and the impervious
bed beneath, must be decidedly objectionable, and if the population were
more ax:tenmve, would doubtless prove prejudicial by its liability to con-
taminate the water drawn from wells,

It is supplied with water from many wells sunk in the neighbourhood,
and is said to have a supply of good water from this source.

It is also supplied by the Kent Waterworks Company, who draw their
supply from the river Ravensbourne.

It would surprise a cursory observer to be informed, that close upon this
beauntiful neighbourhood exists one of the most pestiferous localities that
could be described in any country place.

I allude to a place called Loat’s Pits.

This locality, to which serious attention must be directed, exists within a
few hundred yards of the Heath, between the Heath and Greenwich.

The inhabitants seem to be noted for their squalor and wretchedness.
Many of its houses are unfit for habitation; they are overcrowded; many
of them have no supply of water, and are compelled to beg it of their
neighbours, or go without it.

Some of the cesspools are overflowing. Privies, heaps of refuse, and
other fertile sources of disease abound; and it is important, as a precau-
tionary measure, that some means should be adopted for cleansing this
Augean stable, loaded with the seeds of disease. I have also to direct your
attention fo a nuisance in the shape of a dunghill and offal heap, situated
at the back of Spencer Place, which is caleulated to injure the health of
the inhabitants. I am informed that occasionally when this refuse is re-
moved, the sulphuretted hydrogen evolved blackens the silver in a jeweller's
shop opposite, as well as that in some of the houses near.

* Cyrena deperdita.
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The attention of the Imspector is directed also to Bath Place, Pheenix
Passage, and Paragon Mews.

THE VILLAGE OF LEWISHAM.

The Fillage af Lewisham occupies a somewhat central position in the
District, and lies principally upon a fine broad road, extending about a mile
in length, and on the high road to Bromley.

It is situated upon a bed of the lower tertiary strata, consisting of pebbles
and sand; a very porous, and consequently dry soil. There are also chalk
and marl pits in the neighbourhood.

The elevation of Lewisham at the South part (Rushey Green), is 58:7
feet above the sea level, and gradually declines till at the lowest part,
(viz., Homes Dale), near the bridge, the elevation is 27 feet.

It is supplied with water partly by wells sunk in the neighbourhood, the
water of which appears of good quality, by the Kent Waterworks Company,
by the Ravensbourne, and by the brook running through the village.

The number of houses in Lewisham Village is 1,289.

The population, according to the census of 1851, 6,097.

Although there is a fine sewer running through the village, a great pro-
portion of the houses, &e., are still using the old method of drainage, viz.,
cesspools, which (as I have already mentioned under article Blackheath),
are particularly objectionable in a porous soil, from their liability to con-
taminate the water of wells.

Many drains still open into the stream which runs through the street.

It seems to be highly important (as every facility is afforded), that the
cesspools should be emptied, cleansed, and filled in, and the drainage carried
into the sewer prepared for it.

Several nuisances exist in this locality, to which I beg to call your atten-
tion, and some of these require the most vigilant inspection.

In Willow Walk, Rushey Green, a feetid ditch exists opposite the houses,
at the backs of which are privies and overflowing cesspools, &ec., and the
soil is altogether damp and undrained. A large ditch, also carrying drain-
age, exists at the backs of the houses in Elizabeth Place.

At Little Blackheath Hill, an extensive yard, used for cows, horses, &e.,
is full of liquid animal and vegetable refuse, and must be extremely per-
nicious fo the surrounding neighbourhood.

At Homes Dale, Silver Street, Poplar Row, Hanover Street, and Cross
Street there exists overcrowding, want of drainage, overflowing cesspools,
and privies, and it seems necessary for the sake of the health of the neigh-
bourhood, that a sewer should be formed from this distriet into the main.

SYDENHAM.

Sydenham is situated on the South-west side of the Parish of Lewisham,
and is remarkable for the beauty of its scenery.

The country is extremely undulating, varying constantly in level, as
Sydenham Hill, 3305 feet above the sea level, Jews' Walk, 180 feet to 204
feet, Perry Vale 112 feet, Albert Road 186 feet, Forest Hill 227 feet. The
Distriet is very healthy, and no doubt depends for its healthiness upon this
undulation, by which water and drainage naturally run over its surface.

The soil altogether differs from that of Blackheath and Lewisham, con-

E
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sisting here of a plastic ferruginous clay drift, sometimes mixed with sand,
sometimes with small portions of gravel, and at other times with broken up
London clay (upper tertiary), upon which it is based. The thickness of this
crust varies materially in different localities, being in some places 20 or 30
feet in thickness, at others not more than 4 or 5.

The water from wells varies very much here, on account of this quality
of soil, holding frequently in solution salts of magnesia, alumina, and iron.
A well of this kind, originally situated in Wells Road, and from its proxi-
mity to Dulwich, cal]eﬂ the I}ulwich ‘Well, was much brought into notice
in 1640. From the chalybeate properties of the water, it was doubtless
serviceable in many cases where such treatment was to be desired.

On the crest of Sydenham Hill it is more sandy, and here some very good
water is to be obtained, at a depth of about 30 feet.

Sydenham is now, however, supplied by the Lambeth Waterworks Com-
pany, who obtain their water at Thames Ditton, and which Company supply
710 houses. Also by the waterworks upon Peak Hill, which supply 100
houses: the water is here obtained from ‘* Reigate Eands " by a well and
boring 410 feet in depth, and is of good quality.

The number of houses in this Ward is 789. The population, according
to the census of 1851, 4,501.

Many parts of this distriet require, from the careless drainage of the
neighbourhood, and the absence of outlet for drainage in many parts, the
most careful supervision as a prevennve measure.

It is the nature of such a soil as exists here to absorb and retain moisture,
and consequently espemal attention to drainage is required.

Professor Johnstone, in his Agricultural Lectures, states that water will

drop from
1001bs. of dried quartz soil when it has absorbed 251bs. of water.
1001bs. of calecareous sand ditto 251bs. of water.
1001bs. of loamy soil ditto 40lbs. of water.
1001bs. of chalk ditto 451bs. of water.
1001bs. of clay loam ditto 501bs. of water.
100Ibs. of pure clay ditto 701bs. of water.

Part, however, in this instance, being returned by evaporation, part being
retained, and part, owing to the undulating nature of the country, finding
its way into the natural water courses.

I would particularly mention the state of the roads in this Ward, and
request the assistance of the Surveyor and Inspectors of Nuisances to re-
port on this matter.

They are in so extremely filthy a state as to be, in my opinion, positively
prejudicial to health.

me of these roads, in fact, better deserve the name of marshes in wet
weather, at which tlme, and for some time after, constant evaporation is
taking place from their surface, frequently doubtless mixed with decompos-
ing animal matter. Added to which some of the roads are in such an in-
secure state as to be dangerous for the transit of horses and vehicles.

T would also beg to call your attention to the part called  West Kent
Park,” or more commonly, “The Freehold.” TUnless some outlet is made
for the drainage of this locality, which is covered with houses, I fear the
most disastrous results to the health of the neighbourhood in case of hot
weather setting in.
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Marshes, privies, ditches filled with sewage, which can get no further,
assist in contaminating the air for some distance round this locality.

An equally dangerous spot is a piece of land at the back of Dartmouth
Row and Dartmouth Place (which places are also in a wretched state of de-
composition and filth). This piece of land, perhaps half an acre in extent,
is a complete marsh, made more foul by the drainage and refuse thrown
from the houses abutting on it. Sickness exists there already, and must be
worse if unattended to.

A portion of the old canal, and some of the land adjoining, and situated
at the base of Forest Hill, from the variations in level of the water con-
tained in it, must throw out miasm when its banks are uncovered, as they
were last summer, which is rendered still worse by the fact, that until
lately the greater part of the drainage of Forest Hill opened into it.

The greater part of the drainage, with the overflow of cesspools, and
refuse from one or more slaughter-houses, runs at the back of some of the
houses in the High Street, along part of Willow Road, and this combined
with drainage from many houses, empties itself near Park End, and thence
under the Railway; after running by the side of a footpath for some dis-
tance, it finds its way through numerous water courses and ditches by the
sides of the road in Perry Vale, towards Lewisham, and is extremely offen-
sive and liable to produce disease.

The privies, cesspools, and offensive ditches in this neighbourhood would
occupy too great a space to enumerate at length in this report.

They must, however, be extremely dangerous to health, as the population
increases rapidly. Many parts that I have enumerated are marﬁd by de-
praved health, and although at present no epidemic has committed its fearful
ravages amongst us, still we have been warned ; and these districts cannot
exist in their present state with impunity.

I am favoured with a letter from the Incumbent of Christ Church, Forest
Hill, urging my attention to these points.

PENGE.

Penge, commonly called Penge Common, was until the last few years an
uncultivated and undrained mass of forest, which has since been nearly all
cleared.

The inhabited portion of the Distriet is situated up]?n a flat piece of
ground at the base of the Hill upon which the Crystal Palace stands, and
about a mile from that building, and is relatively low in elevation.

It is intersected by two small streams which find their way into the
Poole river, towards Kent House Farm.

These streams intersect the village in two or three directions, and are
characterized by their extreme filth, receiving the drainage of the Crystal
Palace, Almshouses, all the houses on the National Freehold Land Society's
plot of ground, and many others.

The soil differs little from that of Sydenham, consisting of a clay loam,
in some parts mixed with gravel, and based on London clay.

The number of houses in Penge is now 385.

The population has so increased since the building of the Crystal Palace,
that the census number of inhabitants gives no correct information on the
subject (270). N
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The Hamlet contains 840 acres. '

The Lambeth Waterworks Company supply 141 houses in this neigh-
bourhood.

Many of the inhabitants, however, have to fetch water from the wells at
the Crooked Billet and Waterman's Asylum, &c.

Some of the cottages depend for their supply upon ponds.

Several parts of this district require the attention of the Surveyor and
Inspectors.

The filthy state of the brooks, the totally undrained state of some parts
immediately in contiguity with houses, demand that some system of drain-
age be planned which should comprehend the whole district.

More immediate attention is required, as at the present time and for
some weeks past there as been existing an epidemic of measles, as well as of
whooping cough, which in some places has assumed a formidable character.

Closely surrounding a court-yard, in which are placed a stable, slaughter-
house, and dung heap, draining into a well (which was until lately used for
drinking), there have been 16 or 17 severe cases of measles.

The mortality in Penge for the last 4 weeks ending Saturday last, has
M, which ‘carried throughout the year would make an average of 91

aths.

This must be a heavy mortality for so small a district.

BIRTHS, DEATHS.
DISTRICTS. Males. Females. Total. | Males. Females. Total.
Blackheath” . . . . . 5 4 9 2 2 ., 4
ILewisham . « « + - no returns 2 4 6
Union Workhouse . . 5 5 10
T E e e 3 7
Bydemham . . . . . no returns 3 3
Total .
CLIMATE OF THE LEWISHAM DISTRICT.
Weight of | TEMPERATURE OF AIR.
air. Amount
Week | Barometer Ihatmomsior. Prevailing | Rainy| of rain
ending. | corrected. Mean of winds. days. in
Mean |Highest.| Lowest. | daily inches.
inches. readings.
Jan. 19.| 29-732 50 0 24 5 38 7 8. W. 4 015
26.| 29100 54 0 36 6 44 b 8. W. 6 107

1 have the honour to remain, Gentlemen,
. Your obedient Servant,
. F. E. WILKINSON.
Sydenham,

31st January, 1856.
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FEBRUARY.

GENTLEMEN,
Ix presenting this my second Medical Report as to the sanitary state of the district,
have to report upon'the appearance of small pox in the village of Lewisham, in a
locality to which I have already called your attention; and upon the continued pre-
valence of measles in the Hamlet of Penge. Several cases of fever oceurring in parts of
Blackheath and Lewisham, in an isolated form.
he mortality of the district has been smaller than last month, viz :—for
BrackmeaTH.—8 deaths.
Lewisnay.—8 deaths; 2 of which have occurred in the Union Workhouse; 1 case
of confluent smallpox, Willow Road, Rushey Green; 1 low fever, 1 intermittent.
SypENHAM,—3 deaths, :
PeNGE.—4 deaths are registered; 1 of which oceurred from hooping cough in the

Anerley Industrial School,
I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
F. E. WILKINSON.

Brackuratr Axp Lewismam.—The contamination of the river Ravensbourne re-
quires serious attention from the fact that the Kent Waterworks Company supply 554
houses in Lewisham and 252 on Blackheath. ;

But the question rests on a broader basis than this, from the fact that this company
supply 16,000 houses in Blackheath, Lewisham, Peckham, Camberwell, and Deptford, as
as well as the naval establishments at Woolwich and Deptford; and the consumption
of water last year was 863,000,000 gallons, :

I have visited the works of this company and have had the greatest facility afforded
me for examining their process of filtration and purification ; and have ascertained that
e effort is made to supply the water in the purest form possible.

depuration by subsidence and exposure to air, the water passes through filter
beds of several acres in extent, composed of layers of gravel and sand, after which it is
pumped up for the use of its consumers; the supply being a daily one, ;

£5,000 were paid to the Comissioners of Sewers in November, 1850, upon which they
undertook to remove all sewage from this stream. )

For this purpose some of the main lines of sewers are completed, some branches are in
progress, and much of the drainage has been diverted; but much remains to be done,
not only in constructing works, but in compelling owners of property to drain into the
outlets provided for them,

An open drain, from upwards of 20 houses (built E:E'BMI'. Fearnley, of the parish of
Lewisham), immediately adjoining and at the back of Lee Bridge, runs into the stream,
and ragelﬁrea your order for {-eing carried into the sewer,

A side drain requires to be constructed from Willow Walk, Rushey Green, into the
main sewer ; prior to which some purifying means should be used, as several cases of
smallpox have occurred in this locality.

Several houses (with two water closets onl ,1n a great state of filth, situated in Tun’s
Passage, Blackheath, require cleansing and h{e drainage carried into the sewer; which
I understand runs near crﬁ:u'e. locality.

Lewis Grove, Lewisham, requires the attention of the Inspector of Nuisances.

A great proportion of the drainage of Waterloo Place, Lewisham, still empties into the
stream which runs through Lewisham, and requires your order for its removal,

Several of the houses in Loat's Pits, situate near }lriiackhanth, are not supplied with
water, and are otherwise in a state of filth.

PeNgE.—The state of several localities in this neighbourhood requires some compre-
hensive system of drainage, not only to make the place healthy, but to remove dangerous
contamination from the Ravensbowrne; in the absence of which local purification is
necessary.

SypENEAM.—Spring Field, Wells Road, contains over 30 dwelling houses, and I have
to solicit your orders upon the owners of these houses to make good the road which,
from never having been ballasted, is in a most filthy condition, and unwholesome to the
inhabitants residing there,

The drains are open and most offensive ; and an outlet is here requived to receive
the sewage.
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The drainage of the Wells Road, to which T called your attention in my first relglnrt,
is also in a dreadful state; and the new houses upon the hill above have turned their
drains into the open ditch, contaminating the which flows by the side of the road.

A house at the back of the * Bird in Hand,” High Street, Sydenham, is in an un-
healthy state from a cesspool lately attached to a privy in the corner of the house, in the
occupation of Mr. Cooper, chimney sweep; all the family have been suffering from
diarrheea in consequence. .

Some of the houses in Russell Street, Sydenham, are suffering from overflowing
privies, &c., and general dirt.

The Albert Road, Sydenham Park, containing many first class houses, occupied by most
respectable ratepayers,is in a rous, dirty, and unwholesome condition . Park Road,
which runs into it from the High Street, has been within the last month put into proper

E should inform you that these roads have been open to the ];il;glic for several years
ia.at, and have been frequently repaired at the expence of the landlords of adjoming

ouses, '

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS.

Weight of | TemperaTURE OF AIR.

v Thermometer. . 1 < x4ABNGRRE
Week | Barometer : Prevailing | Rainy of rain

ending. | corrected. Mean of winds. days. in
Mean | Highest.| Lowest. | daily inches,

inches. readings.

Feb. 2. 29-776 44 2 25 8 33 & 8. W. 2 0-16
9. 29-840 688 0 28 9 44 0 5. W, 3 0-19

16. 20676 o4 0 36 3 47 0 8. 3 055

23. 29-979 a0 0 33 0 35 6 N.E 3 0-19

Bydenham, February 28th, 1856.

MARCH.
GENTLEMEN,

In presenting this my third Monthly Report as to the sanitary state of the District,
1 have mentioned such nuisances as are decidedly detrimental to health and require
immediate attention.

I have to request your order that a depdt or depdts of disinfecting material may be
established in one or more parts of the District, which may be readil accessible for
the quick removal of noxious exhalations, especially where it would take some time to

rocure their removal by the construction of works. ~ That such a plan is desirable, may
e inferred from the state of health of Willow Walk, Rushey Green, Dartmouth Row,
and West Kent Park, Sydenham, &e., to which places I iaw already called your
attention, '

The births of 25 girls and 27 boys are registered in the District, occurring between
the 23rd of February and 24th of March. :

From the tables of mortality appended it will be seen that the prevalent cold winds
and low temperature are particularly detrimental at this season of the year to old
people and infants.

f 27 deaths registered between the 28rd of February and 24th of March,

11 have occurred between the ages of 60 and 82;

10 in children under 2 years of age ;

10 of these have arisen from diseases of the air passages;

Meteorological observations are appended.

I have the honor to remain, Gentlemen,

Yours res eu:tfu]{{r,
£‘. E. WILKINSON,
Medical Officer of Health,
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MoxrtreLier Row, Brackmears,—The untrapped gully-holes receiving sewage
from stables and houses in the Mews, at the back of Montpelier Row, emit at times
noxious effluvia; several cases of fever have occurred in this locality, and a coachman
and his wife who reside opposite one of these holes frequently suffer from ill health,
which has been attributed to the above-mentioned cause.

Lewisnam Hivn, Lewismasm.—An accumulation of refuse and drainage (Thomson’s
Nursery, Lewisham Hill), reported by the Inspector of Nuisances, is a nuisance to
the neighhou:ﬂl:ulmd round and prejudicial to health, and means should be adopted for its
gpeedy removal,

B.a.gn Prace, BracknearH.—An accumulation of drainage in this place is likely
to occasion disease, and requires the construction of a drain for its removal.

West Kent Park, SypENuam.—A drain receiving the sew from the North
Road, has no outlet; the contents of the sewer have been during last month over-
flowing from a y hole at the East-end of this Road, and opposite to three houses
inhabited by highly respectable tenants; one of these tenants removed in con-
sequence, and two members of a family residing in the last house have been suffering
from fever and abscess.

The effluvium has been most offensive ; means have been attempted by the owners
of the pro to remove this nuisance, but from the drains having been improperly
constr the attempt has only partially succeeded, and a large hole containing
sewage still remains open, which is dangerous to health as well as unsafe for passengers,

Lower Sypexmam.—Eight cottages and some other houses drain into four privies,
situated between the houses opposite to the Dolphin Inn.

Some open drains and a noxious pond also exist here, and it is requisite that some
means should be used to effect the cleansing and drainage of this part,

Crysrar Crescent, Uprer Sypexmam.—The drainage and roads of this locality
are in a most unhealthy condition and require attention. The road from never having
been ballasted is in wet weather a complete quagmire,

Sransteap Laxe, SypEnmam.—A cesspool overflowing into the ditch forms a dan-
gerous and offensive nuisance to the inhabitants of this locality and requires your order
for its removal.

Wesr Kext Park.—The gully holes in this neighbourhood are without gratings,
and are very dangerous to passengers,

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS,

Weight of | TEMPERATURE OF AIR.

air. Amount
Week | Barometer Thermometer. Prevailing | Rainy| of rain
ending. | oorrected. | Mean of |  winds. days. in
Mean | Highest. Lowest | daily inches.
inches. readings.

March 1. | 30-365 57 6 38 3 879 |BW.EN.E| = 0-00
8.| 80265 46 0 26 0 34 3 N. E. . 0°00
15.| 29-966 50 0 26 5 36 3 E. s 0°00
22.| 29-823 52 0 31 1 428 |S.E&N.E| ¢ 1-29

Sydenham, 27th March, 1856.

APRIT.
GENTLEMEN,

I~ presenting my fourth report upon the sanitary condition of the district, I leave
to direct your attention to the fact that some difficulty has arisen in parts of the ict,
more especially in Sydenham, among those persons who have received notices to drain,
from the fact that they can only drain upon their neighbours’ property or into the open
ditches, as in most c:?’thm localities no sewer exists for the ultimate removal of the
drainage. In the Sydenham Ward and in Penge, from the nature of the soil, a cesspool
rapidly fills, and would require constant Pump“r'_% out to prevent overflow. The evil is
equally great in Blackhcath and Lewisham, as the wells are likely to become contami-
nated from cesspools; all this was however explained at length in my first report.
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As the obtaining water is absolutely necessary for the preservation of health, I
have thought it nepe::nmy to examine i:ft:u the contaminations of the Ravensbourne
River. I give a list of some of the drainages entering this river, and solicit your orders
for their immediate removal. \

Several localities require your orders also for their sanitary improvement; a list of
which is appended. .

In Waterloo Place, Rushey Green, smallpox has again made its appearance, and one
death has occurred.

Measles has been endemic in the St. George’s children’s poor house; 30 cases have
oceurred, and 7 deaths have taken place from this disease. The house is perfectly cleanly
and has been but recently connected with the main sewer; but several open offensive
privies still exist. The children are about to be removed to Mitcham.

Measles have also been prevalent in the Anerley Industrial School, at Penge, and two
e W aha dgmenh;m,l death from typhoid fever has occurred; this

ad, Syd a dea severe oid fever 0 ;
district I have a.lI'n.a-f:b,-'.i?_r:'r called your attention to. - . . 3

The old watercourse through Lewisham, in my opinion, requires cleansing and filling
in or arching over, as nothing remains now but a stagnant ditch of decomposing mias-
matie matter, which must be injurious to the inhabitants. :

The mortality of the district has been heavy this month, more especially from diseases

affecting the respiratory organs.
In Blickheath 5 bi.lz.ﬂ and 12 deaths are ragiaﬁereﬂ* . ]
In Lewisham 22 births and 25 deaths; 13 of the deaths having occurred in the work-

houses.

In Penge 8 births and 5 deaths are registered; 3 of these have ocourred in the Anerley
Indnatrinﬁiuhuul.

In Sydenham 21 births and 10 deaths have been registered.

Appended are meteorologieal tables for the month.
Phave the honour to remain, Gentlemen,
Your most obedient servant,
F. E. WILKINSON,
Medical Officer of Health.

Lewisuam.—The total want of drainage and bad state of some cottages in Hanover
Street, Lewisham, require immediate attention. . )

The yards and gardens in this part abutting on Mr. Robinson's premises are in a
dre state. This arises from want of communication with the common sewer and no
outfall whatever; every impurity from houses and privies is floating ; and this will be
found prevalent more or less throughout this neighbourhood. : e

I have also to call your attention to the bad state, from offensive drains, privies, &e,
of Waterloo Place, E.ushey Green; Miss Elizabeth Price’s buildings; Mr. Price’s
buildings; the yard of a cowkeeper, opposite the toll gate; 14 cottages situated m
Cleveland Square, at the back of the “ White Hart;” and an offensive ditch at the
top of Hither Green Lane. k

~6E.—Some banks by the side of the road leading from the Anerley Railway
Station to Oakfield Road ‘are extremely dangerous, from the absence of fencing or
hoarding of whatsoever kind. .
Sypexuam.—The overflow drainage, from Round Hill Terrace to the houses in South
Road, runs along by the side of the road in an open diteh and is very offensive; this
ires covering in, and a gully hole in the valley reliluirea tz‘ai{l[‘!emg. . :
3lgl-;luau state of the open ditches in Perry Vale and Perry Rise demand immediate
attention ; they are most offensive. :

One ditch, opposite the “ Forester Inn” and several adjacent houses, receives the
drainage of 16 Eﬂﬂﬂﬂ& as wellas a Em-ci where 20 cows, 3 or 4 horses, and 20 to 25 pigs
(throwing ont a most offensive smell) are kept. . . )

This evil is now increased by other persons (who have received notices to drﬂl’;
conducting their sewage into the same ditch; this is most offensive and dangerous,
is only one of several ditches running down as far as Meadow Croft, which contribute
their pestilential smell to the atmosphere on a calm day. ;

The state of the privies opposite the lower Sydenham chapel require your orders for
their improvement; a water closet adjoining the footpath is overflowing,
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A LIST OF SOME OF THE IMPURITIES DISCHARGED INTO THE
' RAVENSBOURNE RIVER.

Commencing at the lower ﬁrt of the river Ravensbourne, the first impurity will be
fﬂuﬂtde& at Mr. Arnold’s Silk Mills, from house and other drainage; this should be in-
spected.

At the entrance gates of this Mill there is a junction between the main sewer and a
drain from Ravensbourne Terrace exists, the opening of which is so small that it chokes
up, and the drainage rising flows afterwards through Mr. Arnold’s premises, to the
injury of the stream and to the great annoyance of the factory people.

At the Bridge, near the Railway Station, a drain will be found discharging from the
station and adjoining houses.

Sheppard’s JPlacc; a drain will be found discharging from the houses of Messrs.
Thillips and Sidery directly into the river,

Price’s Row, west side of Ravensbourne, just below Lewisham Bridge; Mr. Price,
6 houses, Mr, Perr » 3 houses, drain into the stream ; these are very bad. Pigs, some-
times in great mf;grers, are kept and slaughtered at Mr. Price’s,

Above Lewisham Bridge, near Mr. Robinson’s Mill, Mr. Fox 10 houses, North
Cottages; Mr. Whitcombe 2, Mr. Sweetlove 2, Mr. Harvey 9, Sophia Place; Mr.
Marshall 1, Mr. Fearnley 10, Esplanade Cottages; these drain in the most open and
offensive manner into the stream. !

Near Lee Bridge, Mr. Owen, butcher, and Mr. Bush, drain into the Quaggy or Lee
river, and near here 22 houses in Lewisham Grove discharge all conceivable nuisances.

Avenue Road, Mr, Smith 2 houses, Mr. Knott 4 houses, drain into the Ravensbourne.

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS.

Weight of | TeMPERATURE oF AIr, !
air. Phitainat Amount
Week | Barometer : Prevailing | Rainy of rain
ending. | corrected. Mean of | winds. days. in
Mean | Highest.| Lowest. | daily inches.
inches. readings,
Mar. 29. 29-908 581 0 26 0 37 7 E. — 0-00
April 5. 20776 | 968 | 2¢4 | 46 4 S. E. 2 | 009
12. 29272 al 3 37 0 47 1 8. W, 6 0-57
19.| 20856 | 650 | 320 | 460 | N.E 2 | 017
Sydenham, 24th April, 1856.
MAY.

GENTLEMEN,

The returns of the Inspectors of Nuisances have been before you for the last four
weeks, and relate to several matters which require your orders for their removal, and
I now specify some further points which should receive your early attention.

The question has been put to me, as to whether animals kept in populous localities
are nuisances and injurious to health.

I am decidedly of opinion that a closely inhabited neighbourhood is a most unfit
place for animals to be kept in, and that in such a lumli? no animal can be “so kept”
as to avoid becoming a nuisance, and in many states of the atmosphere injurious to
health ; if every inhabitant householder were allowed the right of keeping pigs, cows,
&e., a town would be intolerable. Further, the health of animals requires an abundance
of space and a large supply of fresh air, which can only be got in country places.

I shall call your attention further to this matter, after examining the cow-houses
slaughter-houses, &e., of the District.

I have %rppenrlcd some further information respecting the drainage into the Ravens-
bourne. Viewing this river as a source of water supply to 120,000 persons, it requires
some effort to prevent the evil results of contamination, which come strongly before
the notice of your Board, which alone has the power to prevent it. Some of the
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drainage merely requires your order for its removal; in other instances works would
beneae?arjr, and would require time and consideration as to the best mode of carrying
them out.
mlﬂrT];:ﬁng : gi;ﬂ:’ﬂmm& hﬂmthn mg-mered{aetwlm*ha of.&nf
: 39 were Tegl een the 21st i
and the Eﬂtl?:;;’ May; of which e
17 births and 10 deaths were registered in Blackheath ;

22 births and 15 deaths  ,, ¥ in Lewisham ;
9 births and 6 deaths , ,,  in Penge;
83 births and 8 deaths » . in Sydenham.

A case of smallpox has terminated fatally at Perry Hill, Sydenham. The ditches in
this neighbourhood are almost all in a filthy condition from sewage.

The recent warm weather has affected the mortality in some of the bad localities of
the District; 6 deaths having occurred in King Street, Regent Street, and Essex Place,
to which places I called your attention in a former Report, and which require measures
for their sanitary improvement.

Appended are meteorological tables and table of mortality for the Month,

I have the honor to be, Gentlemen,
Your faithful servan
F. E. WILKINSON.

DRAINAGE INTO THE RIVER RAVENSBOURNE—(CoxrrNuEn).

Grore’s BuiLpines and Exvior Prace.—The drains from these houses have an out-
fall into the ornamental water of Mr, Brandram’s grounds,

Near Lee Bringe.—Drains from Mr. Owen, Elt:)tchar, and Limes vmmﬁemﬁ
into the Qunﬁgy stream. As this drain is close to the new sewer, it could be immedi-
ately diverted.

Lapy Wern.—A house belonging to Mr. Holdsworth, and 12 including a
cowkeeper’s, the property of Mr. Couldery, drain (including the privies) into a ditch
communicating with ge river. This is very bad. e sewer i8 close at hand.

In the rear of Mr. Hadley’s premises, extending from the Vicarage to Mr. Penn’s, is
a very offensive black ditch, with scarcely any falE receiving drainage from the houses.
This 18 a most dangerous nuisance,

The passage of Eglr:ea and carts through the stream at Lewisham Bridge, is another
source of contamination to the river, and several complaints on this matter have reached
me.

Lewisnax.—I have to call your attention to the state of the privies in St. George’s
Infant Poor-house, Lewisham, to which my attention was attracted from measles having
been endemic, and several deaths having occurred.

Some months ago part of the drainage was carried into the common sewer, but leavin
several offensive privies still remaining. When the drain was opened into the sewer, it
was found that the water from the well drained away; consequently it was deepened,
and a prebg good supply of water as to quantity is obtainable from this source. e{: have
examined the water from this source, and find that there is appreciable contamination,
doubtless from percolation. It is, in my opinion, absolutely necessary that proper closets
should be constructed, and the privies emptied, properly cleaned, and filled in with a
certain amount of charcoal, &e., and earth.

The bed of the old stream, now neaﬂg: dry, in the Village, I think it right again to
mention. It is now in many parts most offensive and very dangerous to the health of the
inhabitants. Many houses still drain therein, such as Frederick Place, Brook House,
and others, and it 1s becoming a receptacle for rubbish and offal.

It would be advisable attentively to remove direct dminalie, and convey it into the
sewer, arch it over, allowing it to remain as a drain for the surface water, and to
intercept its communication with the Ravensbourne, at Lewisham Bridge, by turning
it into the sewer which runs immediately under its bed at this point.

Pexee.—At the back of the Anerley Industrial School, several pieces of undrained
marshy land exist, which should be attended to, as they are undoubtedly a source of
disease among the children of that establishment.

The drainage of this District is most offensive in many parts, and requires your
serious consideration for its removal into proper covered channels.

SypexuaM.—The drainage at Hindsley’s Place, Forest Vale, is complained of, the
closets and drains being very offensive.

The privy and cesspool at Swiss Cottage, in the occupation of Miss Clarke, Perry
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Vale, are offensive, and the drains frequently overflow. I think that mo proper
drainage exists to these houses, although is & barrel drain near at hand.

The privies at the back of Mr, Jones, bricklayer, require ing and cleansing.

An open ditch at the back of the Dolphin Inn, Lower Syden is most dangerous
and offensive. This ditch runs from the back of the Wells Road, is then arched over
for a small part of its course; is then again open and very offensive as it runs through
a piece of land belonging to the Leather-sellers’ Company, and close to the High Road ;
it continues its course at the base of Peak Hill, through the land at the back of the
Greyhound Inn, thence under the railway, thence through Mr. Price’s and Miss
Mayow’s grounds, to the back of the Dolphin Inn, whence it becomes covered in, in
its course to Bell Green.

This ditch receives a vast amount of drainage, and is most offensive and dangerous.
Some time back several of the holders of property through which this ditch passes
were desirous of contributing a portion of the expense which would be necessary for
covering it in. ] .

The drainage in Willow Road, and Scudder’s Row, is in an extremely bad state, and
is much complained of. I called the attention of the Board to this nuisance in my first

rt.
re?hﬂ road is well-nigh impassable from filth in bad weather.
A drain was put in by the Commissioners of Sewers through a part of this road
some years ago.
A drain running by Sydenham Hill is also very offensive and requires carrying into

the main,

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS.

Weight of TEMPERATURE OF AIR.
air. Amount
Week | Barometer Thermometer. Prevailing |Rainy| of rain
ending. | corrected. Mean of |  winds. days. in
Mean | Highest.| Lowest. | daily inches,
inches. readings.
April26. | 29775 730 30 6 48 5 E. 1 0-27
ay 3. 29-564 63 b 31 0 41 3 N.W. 3 0756
10. 29:795 68 3 29 8 44 3 N. 2 033
17. 29493 20 42 9 61 2 & W. 6 1-24
24, 29-564 700 41 0 53 1 8. W 2 1-08
Sydenham, May 29th, 1856,
JUNE.

GENTLEMEN,

The mortality of the Distriet has somewhat diminished, since my last report; two
deaths only having been registered in Penge, and these not regular inhabitants of the
place ; three deaths only being registered in the Blackheath Ward.

But no positive conclusion ean be drawn from this as to the present state of health
of the District, as a form of low fever is prevalent in several of the bad parts of the
District, to which I have called your attention in my reports; and many of which
localities, I would again urgently press upon your notice, as contained in the half-years’
alphabetical summary appended.

have also to mention—

The drains from Westwood House, at the top of Jews’ Walk, Sydenham, which are at
times very offensive and injurious to the health of the opposite inhabitants; the cess-
pool in the grounds has been recently emptied and cleansed, but this can only be of
very temporary benefit.

n open filthy ditch exists by the side of the Vicars’ School, Loat’s Pits, detrimental
to the health of the children and others.

Pigs, kept by Mr. Jones, Lewisham, are complained of by the neighbours, and are
doubtless a great nuisance to the inhabitants.
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I would also call your attention to the amount of s t water which remains in
many of the ditches; also in mud-pools of the bed of the old water course, at Lewisham,
which require cleansing.

13 houses on the right side of the Lady Well, Lewisham, are without any water
supply whatever; the well having been drained into the sewer.

A ditch, at the top of Forest Hill, just within the Camberwell boun is a nuisance
anld:.‘deﬂmﬂtﬂ to the health of the adjacont ratepayers of the Parish Tewisham.

art is being covered in, but it is more urgently required that the upper
should be attendaﬂm;gna well. e B o
21 births and 10 deaths are registered in Sydenham ;
6 births and 2 deaths ,, yy in Penge;

13 births and 3 deaths ,, , inB ath ;

18 births and 13 deaths s y  in Lewisham,

Meteorological tables are appended as usual,

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen,
. Your obedient servant,
F. E. WILKINSON.

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS.

Weight of | TempErATURE OF AIR,
e Thermometer. v
Week | Barometer : Prevailing | Rainy | of rain
ending. | corrected. Mean of |  winds. days. in
Mean | Highest.| Lowest. | daily inches.
inches. readings.
May 31. 29-691 70 0 43 1 63 3 |B.W.&N.E. b 097
June 7. 29902 i b 41 1 56 T 8. 'W. — 0-00
14, 29-829 i2 5 48 0 29 1 B. W. 3 053
21. 29-734 i2 9 44 0 25 6 85 W. 4 1-21

Sydenham, June 26th, 1856.
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SUMMARY OF NUISANCES

REFPORTED

FROM JANUARY TO JUNE INCLUBSIVE.

WHEN MEANS ADOPTED TO
LOCALITY. NATURE OF NUISANCE. SR, el

Albert Road, Sy- | Road in a dangerous and | January | Not remedied at pre-

denham # filthy state ; and sent, but nearly suffi-
February cient money is eol-
lected for its repair by

private contribution

Arnold’s 8ilk Mills, ' Drainage into Rayensbourne April | Drainage into Ravens-
by Mr. Smith houses, M ril Whnlemeflﬁldf:nngnuﬁla

Avenue Road, . Bmith's 2 r Apri ork in w
Lewisham Knott 4 ditto, drainage | shortly be done

into Ravenshourne '

Anerley Industrial Marshy undrained land at April | Nothing done
School, Penge back of school; drainage

of house lileu:nItl+|:r.'".'.5=teu:'L,L and |
drained into ditch

Bird-in-hand Pas- | Offensive privies and defi- ' February | Not remedied
sage, Sydenham cient drainage, causing

sickness

Brockley Lane, | A ditch filled with noxions | March | Not remedied
Sy am &B::‘.gn, with no outfall

Crooked Billet, A yard at back of houses | January | Not remedied
Penge contignous ; no drainage;

offensive manure heap
running into well

Cross Street, Overﬂowmﬁmlpﬁviea and Not remedied
Lewisham want of drainage

ﬂl‘gﬂtlﬂ Crescent, | Marshy offensive road and | March | Not remedied

bad drainage

Cle*mland. %’h Bad drainage and offensive April | Not remedied
back of White | state of 14 cottages
Hart, Lewisham ;

Forest Hill, 8y-  Drainage intocanal; marshy January | Drainage is all cut off
denham state of banks and neigh- and the canal is re-

bouring land filled

Forest Hill, Sy- | Open ditch receiving drain- June
denham age just within the {'Jam-

berwell boundary, detri-
mental to health of the
adjacent Lewisham rate-
payers

George Inn, Lewis- | Offensive drains from, and | April | This completed
ham Nicholson’s brewery

Grote’s Buildings, i flowing into orna- May | Not remedied
Lewisham mental water of Mr, Bran-

H Dale N drﬁga gr'ﬂuﬂ*‘EI:E‘*ir'Lerﬂ-:} J N b
ome’s : o drai s o wing an ot remedie ut in
Lewisham pﬁﬁﬁnﬂ N hand %

Hanover Street, | Overflowing priviesandcess- | January | Not remedied, but in
Lewisham pools and want of drainage : hand
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LOCALITY, NATURE OF NUISANCE. EWHE : c::n. et mr'rm =
Hanover Street, | Ditto ditto, the yards and April | Not remedied, but in
Lewisham ns abutting on Mr. hand
binson’s premises are in
a dreadful state; no com-
munication with the sewer b :
Hither GreenLane, | Offensive ditch receiving April | Not remedied
Hindsley’s Place | Offensive smell of drains May Thl:sdagzen:i] to be a
ad rap onky
High Street, Sy- | Open offensive ditch at back January | Not remedied
Een]mm of some houses, receiving
drainage from slanghter-
houses, &c.
Lewisham Stagnant water in ditch and June
d water-course
Lady-well Thirteen houses are cnhrely June
without water supply, the .
Lady-well being cut off o
Loat's Pits, Black- | Total want of drainage, de- | January | Not remedied
heath ficient water supply, open
privies, and the most filthy
accumulations " -
Lewisham Drains entering old bed of | January | Not remedied, but in
stream, although there is hand
a sewer ] _
Lee Bridge, Lewis- | Drains from upwards of 20 | February | Not remedied, but in
ham huuaes built by Mr, Fearn- hand
of Lewisham, open in-
tn Le-a brook, thence into
Ravenshourne ; _ .
Lewisham, oppo- | Bad drainage and state of April | Not remedied, but in
gite Toll Gate cowkeeper’'s yard ! hand .
Lewisham Bridge | Above this hridge, North April | Not remedied, but in
Cottages, Sophie’s Place hand
(24 houses), dmm in an
offensive manner into the
Ravensbourne . :
Lee Bridge, Lewis- | Mr. Owen, butcher, and Mr. Not remedied, but in
ham Bull's, drain into the hand
Quaggy stream
Lewis Grove, Twenty-two houses dis- In hand
Lewisham charge all conceivable
nuisances into the river )
LimesVilla, Lewis- | The drains discharge into May | Not remedied
ham Quaggy ; this is close to
the new a&wer
Lewisham Bed of stream p May | In hand
uﬂ"enarre an
hgﬁth g
Lady-well, Lewis- | House belonging to Mr. May | Not remedied
ham Holdsworth, and 12 athers,
including _cow. keeper’s,
drain into ]inven}shuume
includin vies ;
Lewisham In{renr of rpr]IIadlay’a pre- This is completed
from Vicarage fo
Mr. Penn's, exists an of-

fensive black ditch, with-
out fall; a great source of
disease
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— NATURR OF NUIsANcE, |  WAEN [ NEANS ADOPTED 0
Lewisham Bri Inj to Ravenshourne In hand
e Jf?g] horses and ecattle
fouling the stream
Loat’'s Pits An open offensive diteh by June
side of Vicar's school
Lewisham Plﬁ kept in confined yard by June
r. Jones
Montpelier Mews, | Offensive gully holes from | March | Not remedied
Blackheath drains in rear of Mr. Bar-
net's house
North Road, West | Offensive drainage running North Road is comple-
Kent Park, Sy- over from gully holes ted, but the diteh is
denham still in existence
Park End, Syden- | Offensive drainage and open | Jan In hand
ham : ditch, offensive and inju- o
rious to health
Pen General want of drainage ; Not remedied
i ditches offensive and
water-courses filled with
drainage, discharging into
Ravensbourne
Poplar Row,Lewis- | Overflowing privies and | January | Not remedied
am want of drainage
Phenix Passage, | Want of drainage, and filth Jan This is finished
Blackheath mmﬂaﬁniga e IR
Paragon Mews, Want of drainage, and filthy | Jan This is completed
Blackheath accumulations s
Park Road, SByden- | Road in dangerous and dirty | February | Road has been put into
ham condition repair by private con-
tribution
Perry Vale, Syden- | Drainage from cow-houses; April | In hand
ham 20 cows, 3 horses, 20 pigs,
and large cesspool of refuse,
as well as dwelling houses,
drain into a most offensive
ditch opposite several
houses
Perry Vale and | Ditches receive offensive April | Not remedied
Perry Rise, Sy- i from all the upper
denham part of Sydenham
Price’s Buildings, | Bad drainage and offensive April | This is completed
Lewisham privies
Price’s Row, Mr. Price 6 houses, Mr, This is completed
Lewisham Perry 3 houses, drain into
the Ravensbourne; pigs
are sometimes kept and
ﬂaﬁhtemi in quantities
P Val 8 cin GET . i April | Not remedied
erry Vale wiss Co ; open pri of rem
and ucﬂat:ﬁ.anal amrﬂaw?f .
cesspool
Ruth Place, Black- | Want of drainage and filthy | January | Not remedied
heath accumulations
Russell Street, Sy- | Overflowing privies and | February | Not remedied
denham cesspools, and houses in a

dirty state
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LOCALITY. NATURE OF NUISANCE. b b s .
REPORTD. REMEDY.
R.ﬂ‘?lﬂ.n Street, Sy- | Open ditch between Street April | Not remedied
enham and Railway; very offen-
sive; the drain is sunk be-
low the level of the ditch,
and contains filthy accu-
mulations
Ravensbourne Ter- | At entrance gates of Mr. April | Not remedied, but the
race, Lewisham Arnold’s mill, a junetion work is in hand
between main sewer and
drain from this Terrace
chokes up and flows over
3,:|1-e~:11iﬂ_f4|3;.1.j to great my-
ance of factory people, then
runs into Ravensbourne
Railway Bridge, | Near this point a drain from April | Not remedied
Lewisham Station and houses adjoin-
ing, discharges into River
Ravenshourne Offensive drainage and ex- | January | Not remedied, but the
River tensive contamination of | February | work is in hand
river supplying 120,000 | March
persons .g?rﬂ
ay
Sydenham Bad state of road January | Very much improved
Silver Street, Overflowing privies and bad | January | Not remedied, but the
Lewisham state of drai work is in hand
Springfield Wells | Road in a filthy state; never | February | Not remedied
Road mﬂl? made ; open of-
ive drains
Sydenham Opposite Dolphin Inn; 8 Not remedied
cottages with 4 offensive
privies; offensive drains
and noxious pond
Stanstead Lane, A stagnant ditch full of | March | Not remedied
Sydenham drainage is in a most offen-
sive condition, and dan-
gerous to health
Sydenham, Lower | Overflowingprivies and want Not remedied
of drainage in lane op-
posite Mr. Brown's, Re-
gistrar
Sheppard’s Place, | Houses of Messrs. Phillips, April | Not remedied
Lewisham Sidery, and West drain
into River
St. George's In- | Measles epidemic. Bad state Not remedied
fant Poor-house, of drainage; offensive
Lewisham privies; contamination of
water
Sydenham, Lower | Offensive privies and drains Not remedied
4 at back of Mr. Jones's,
II;rinklayer, and Dolphin
nn
Sydenham Hill Offensive ditch Not remedied
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WHEN MEANS ADOPTED TO
FRGNRETE HATOBR OF TRERSIOE REPORTD. REMEDY.
Sydenham Offensive ditch, conveying May | Not remedied
large quantity of drainage,
runs at back of Wells
Road, through field of
- Leathersellers’ Company,
bottom of Peake Hill, back
of Greyhound Inn, under
Railway, thrmtgix Mr.
Price’s and Miss Mayow's
grounds, to back of Dol-
hin Inn
Scudder’s Row Offensive drains May | Not remedied, but work
in hand
Spencer Place, Dunghill and offal heaps at | January | Sewer made, but drains
Blackheath back of butcher's and not opened in
Fou]tere:"a _
Taylor's Lane, Sy- | Filthy ditch and offensive | March | This ditch is cleansed
enham drainage
West Kent Park, General want of outlet for | January | Not remedied
Sydenham drainage ; accumulations
of an offensive character
Willow Road, S Déenngi s shesahy nary | N died, but th
illow , Sy- ive drainage and dirty | Jan vot remedi ut the
denham accumulations work is in hand
Willow Walk, Feetid ditch opposite houses, | January | Not remedied, but the
Lewisham privies overflowing, &e. work is in hand
Wells Road, Sy- Fi.lthg state from offensive | January | Not remedied, but the
denham and bad drainage; here work is in hand
houses also twrn their
drains into the ditch, and | March
contaminate the brook
flowing down the hill
West Kent Park, | None of the gully holes are | March | Not remedied
Sydenham trapped, and some are
open and the holes dan-
ous
Waterloo Place, | Offensive drains and bad April | Not remedied
Lewisham state of privies and cess-
: ools
W&Hu'; Road, Sy- 'Dl%enaive drainage May | Not remedied
enham
Westwood House, | Offensive  drainage from June | Partially remedied by
Sydenham overflowing of cesspool emptying cesspooland
of house and cottage cleansing di but
will shortly be as bad
as ever
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JULY.

GeENTLEMEN,

The return of mortality for the month ending July 28, although still favourable,
exhibits, in some parts of the district, an increase over those of last month; but (with
the exeeption of one death from hooping cough) no mortality has occurred from
epidemic disease.

Thus in the sub-district of

BIRTHS. DEATHS,
DISTRICTS. Males. Females. Total. | Males. Females. Total.
Blackheath . . ., . . a 8 13 3 2 5
Lewisham . . . . . 8 12 20 | Sl
Ditto Workhouse . . . 1 2
i R L LY e 4 2 6 2 2
Bydenhamt . & .0 13 13 26 3 6 9
RUAE = h itk G | 29

A mild form of diarheea has been prevalent in some parts of the district; and many
cases of fever are ocourring in parts to which I have called your attention during the
last six months, and alphabetically arranged in the summary returned to your Boarilaat
month. This summary comprises, I believe, nearly all the more important localities in
which nuisances oceur which are detrimental to health of the inhabitants, and in
many your attention is still required.

. age is carried out it will be of great importance to look to the water supply,
without which no system of drainage can be perfect, and the best scheme may become
useless from the blocking up of pipes, and reflux of drainage from closets, &e. The
supply of water Bhuuldie m mains daily or constantly d; and where such
mains already exist landlords should be eompelled to supply their houses with water.

I have to solicit your order that some means may be ded (lime, chloride of lime,
or peat charcoal), to abate the nuisance on the piece of land and ditch at the back of
_Ba%lnn Street and Dartmouth Row, Sydenham, prior to the arrival of the sewer which
is about to be constructed. Much illness exists there, and the place is as bad as ever from
accumulations of filth and sewage. Dr. Jones (the Poor Law Medical Officer), as well as
Mr. Bottomley, of Croydon (Surgeon to the Brighton Railway Company), have also
called my attention to this locality.

Meteorological tables are appended as usual.

have the honour to 'healﬂenﬂmn,
Your obedient servant,
F. E. WILKINSON.
Medical Officer of Health,

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS,

Weight of | TEMPERATURE oF AIR,
air.

meter Amount
Week | Barometer i Prevailing | Rainy | of rain
ending. | corrected. Mean of |  winds. days. in
Mean | Highest.| Lowest. | daily inches.
inches. readings.
June 28. | 29-099 83 1 49 0 63 4 YVariable — 0-00
July 6. 80-008 im0 44 0 59 2 N. E. — 000
12. | 29-658 790 44 0 676 | N.&N.W. 4 0°31
19. 29-840 77 6 48 0 60 1 8. W. 2 033
26.| 29-738 83 0 56 7 64 2 5. W 4 035

Sydenham, July 31st, 1856.
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AUGUST.
GENTLEMEN,

During the month ending 25th August, there were registered in the Lewisham
district 22 deaths, viz. :— " -

DEATHS. BIRTHS.
DISTRICTS. Males. Females. Total. | Males. Females. Total
Blackheath . . . . . 1 2 3 5 2 7
DR N, T 4 1 4 4 8
Ditto Workhouse . . . 1 2 9
St. George’s Infant Poor-
RTTD:" SR 1

i e R 2 1 3 5 4 9
Sydemham . . . . . 2 5 7 7 9 16

O T 22 40

This return exhibits a more favourable state of the public health than that indicated
in my last report.

Two deaths from infantile diarrhcea have taken place; one in West Kent Park, and one
in Stanstead Lane, both at present offensive localities, but in process of improvement.
One death from ?e"i"er in t's Pits, Blackheath; one ditto f%;:l hooping eough and
measles in the St. George’s Infant Poor House.

Diarrheea still continues very prevalent, but is generally not of a veg alarming
character, and in case of any sudden attack bottles of medicine are provided for public
use at all the police stations.

Fifty-six children were seized with this disease (diarrhcea), attended with severe
vomiting, in the Anerley Industrial School, Penge, on the night of Saturday, the 16th
instant, for which I can find no positive cause beyond the rapid change of temperature
which took place upon the day previous; the thermometer having ranged from 104
in the sun to 48 degrees at night.

Hooping cough, scarlatina, and measles, are again making their appearance, especially
in Penge, which is at present an undrained loecality, but no fatal case has occurred with
the exception of the one mentioned in St. George’s Infant Poor House.

Cownouses.—As the health of the population of any distriet, in my opinion, materially
depends upon the qua]iﬁy of the milk supplied, especially as the main support of children
is from this source; and as the quality of the milk much depends upon the manner in
which cows are kept, as to food and water, air, exercise, and amount of space, ventilation,
and cleanliness of cowhouses, I have instituted an examination of the eowhouses in the
district, and, with the assistance of the Inspector of Nuisances, hope shortly to lay before
you an account of these matters, as well as whether, from want of drainage, or attention
in removing deposit, any complaints are made by the surrounding householders.

UNHEALTHY DISTRICTS.
Brackneatn.—The lncn]it{] Loat’s Pits continues in a very unhealthy state from dirty
decomposing deposit and rubbish. A slaughter-house here is also in a very offensive
state

Although several sewers have been made here, the house drainage is not at present
ed into them, and I have to solicit your order that this shall be attended to at once.

The state of Belmont Terrace and Sandwell Place urgently requires that a sewer should
be constructed to carry off the sewage of these houses into the main.

Fever has been from time to time very prevalent here, and all the wells are contami-
nated with sewage from leaky cesspools, and the water is totally unfit for use.

Lewmsaam.—Some of the houses and closets in the neighbourhood of Home’s Dale,
Cross Street, Poplar Row, and Hanover Street, are in a dirty state, and require water
supply to make the drainage efficient, '

;Em same may be said of Willow Walk, Rushey Green, Waterloo Place, and Patrol

which further require much attention for their sanitary welfare.

One or two pigstyes exist in this locality, which from the confined space must be pro-
ductive of nuisance.

The state of the Quaggy, near the Railway, as well as in other places, must be very

F 2
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unwholesome from the lowness of the water, which canses a quantity of filthy mud to
be exposed to the sun's rays.

The pools of water which exist in the bed of the old Lewisham stream must be un-
healthy from the same cause; and if the population were more thic]ﬂj- placed would,
I have no doubt, be a serious cause of disease. These might be filled in, as there is

ce of waste earth from the cuttings for the new sewer now in course of construc-
tion in Stanstead Lane,

Some t:atmgfa at the back and near to the “Black Horse Inn,” are in an undrained
and dirty condition, n.ndm;%um opening into the sewer.

Pexce.—The drainage of this locality requires attention. The sewage running along
the open ditches and stream here is most offensive; and although the mortality is not
very great just now, a great deal of sickness prevails. Hmt{aﬂf the houses here are

ithout water supply, which is the more necessary as some of the wells are contaminated
with sewage. One well in a court yard, near the “ Crooked Billet,” reported in January,
is still receiving drainage from a dung heap, which is a nuisance to the neighbowing

SypeNHAM.—The portion of the old canal, near the Forest Hill Station, which up to
within a very short period received drainage from Forest Hill, is about to be converted
into a reservoir to contain water conveyed from Croydon to be filtered and supplied to
the engines at New Cross. Having been informed that it was the intention of the
Directors of the London and Brighton Railway Company to empty the canal and throw
the stagnant mud upon the banks, I wrote to the Directors, and am in receipt of a note
from their Secretary informing me that this is not now to be done.

A case of ague has just shown itself opposite the banks of this canal; this is a most
unusual disease in Eyémham, and if it can be produced by the action of the sun upon the
malarious banks, the result of emptying this piece of water during the hot weather could
scarcely be otherwise than alarming.

The state of the waste land and ditch at the back of Dartmouth Row and Raglan
Street requires that the ditch should be cut to let off the accumulated sewage, and some
lime, or chloride of lime, placed there frequently to prevent noxious effluvia, in anticipa-
tion of the new sewer.

The same may be said of portions of a offensive ditch containing drainage in
Stanstead Lane, Brockley Lane, and Wells ; all these places are dangerously
offensive and u.nhaalth‘?

The gully holes in West Kent Park require trapping ; many of the inhabitants have
}i‘]md clods of earth over the gratings to prevent exit of the most noxious effluvia.

hiaunlyinaramath;ﬂaﬁlinnthﬂparta. &5 * Dt Pl

The cottages situated in a yard, opposite olphin Inn,” er Sydenham,
require drainage, being in a most filthy state; Dr. Corbould, the Dispensary Surgeon,
has requested me to mention this again.

- The works still throw their refuse liquor into the ditch and Pool River; this
cannot ﬁ:ﬂnm with the sewer in such close proximity.

Meteorological tables are appended as usual.

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen,
ﬁ'uur obedient servant,
F. E. WILKINSON,

METEOROLOGICATL OBSERVATIONS.

Weight of | TempPeRATURE OF AIR. Yo
air. ount
Week | Barometer Thermometer. Prevailing | Rainy | of rain
ending. | corrected. Mean of |  winds. days. in
Mean | Highest.| Lowest. | daily inches.
inches. readings. ’
Aug. 2.| 80006 | 898 ( 534 | 676 |SW.&S.E.| 2 | o022
9. 29-860 87 9 49 8 66 1 8. E. 1 021
16. | 20-763 87 0 48 5 66 9 8 W, —- 0-00
28.1 29472 71 8 45 0 67 8 N. E. 4 1-54

Sydenham, August 28th, 1856,
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SEPTEMBER.

GENTLEMEN,
The returns of mortality of the entire District exhibit an increase over those of last

month, which may be in some measure accounted for by the considerable changes of
te Eeratum which have taken place, and which have affected the mortality, as regards

I
aged people and infants.
The maximum temperature in the shade, occurred on the 31st of August, when the

thermometer was read 74 degrees; since which time it has been as low as 30 degrees.

BIRTHS. DEATHS.

DISTRICTS. Males, Females. Total. | Males. Females. Total.
Blackheath . . . . . 2 2 4 4 3
Towischam . . . . . 10 7 17 6 5
Ditto Workhouse . . . 1 2 15
St. George’s Infant Poor-

R R 1 ,
P S as i g el h ST 3 a 8 3 1 4
B;ﬁﬁ]mm oy T 11 11 22 6 4 10

e I 47 I 36

3 deaths from diarrheea have occurred in the Lewisham Ward, viz, : —

1 in Home's Dale; 1 in Loampit Hill; 1 in Lewisham Village; and 1 (dysentery) in
Lewisham Terrace.

2 deaths from diarrheea in Blackheath Ward : —

1 in Garden Row; 1 in Granville Terrace.

1 death from diarrhoea in Raglan Street, Sydenham.

1 hooping cough.

2 dea %mm%]mrrhmn in Penge, viz :—

1 in Anerley Vale; 1 in Oakfield Road.

These cases occur almost invariably in localities which I have before called your
attention to as being in an unhealthy condition, and the disease is still prevalent.

Hooping cough of a severe character is prevalent at Penge.

Three cases of poisoning have occurred in Sydenham, from the dangerous practice of
mixing pernicious ingredients with sweetmeat ornaments; the admixture in these
instances consisting of a preparation of arsenic and copper, remarkable for its beautiful

colour and poisonous nature. The substance was not, however, purchased in this
Eiatrict, or I should have thought it right to have taken steps to prevent its future sale.

Pexee.—I have to request your attention to the offensive and unwholesome state of
some of the houses at Penge, from insufficient drainage.

A drain from the ¢ Crooked Billet” Inn, and houses adjacent, has become blocked up,
and both this and the ditch into which it empties, at the back of some of the shops, are
in a most filthy condition, together with the water course into which the greater part
of the sewage of Penge ultimately collects as it runs towards the Ravensbourne.

Some cases of hooping cough in one of the houses above-mentioned are very bad,
and I have no doubt are rendered so by the imperfect drainage and offensive condition

of the house in which they reside.
A very offensive nuisance and prejudicial to health has occurred near the Waterman’s

Asylum, Penge, from the contents of some privies having been emptied upon the surface
of the ground, in close contignity with the inhabited houses. _

Would it not be of great importance that a scave should be appointed, and
employed to remove all such offensive matter away from the neighbourhood of dwelling

houses ?
A nuisance has also occurred at the Anerley Industrial School, from the bursting of a

drain pipe in the Infirmary. This has however been remedied.
SYDENHAM.—A ¥ dﬂ:? effluvium is complained of when the offensive liquor
from a cesspool inega of the “ Rock and Fountain” public house, is pumped

out into the street.
- A sewer has existed in this locality for some years, into which not more than six



houses open; I should be

this proper channel.
Some very offensive privies are much complained of at the backs of the houses in

a line with Dartmouth Row, which
offensive and unhealthy.
LewissaM.—The overflow of

neighbourhood of Cockshead

YDENHAM.—Some

fim
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ls, &c., from many houses at R

T f runs into the ditch by the side of the road.
ortant that this should be conveyed into the sewer.

receivi

®

Meteorological fables are appended as usual.
I remain, Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

cesspools drainage are
the field in the neighbourhood of Park Road and
certainly not & fit
unwholesome.

glad of your order to allow the drainage to be carried into

render the houses to which they are attached very

Itis

g e

is
ime of year for such a procedure, and is most disagreeable and

F. E. WILKINSON.
METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS,

Weight of | TeMPERATURE OF AIn.
air, rioaeber Amount
Week | Barometer The . Prevailing |Rainy| of rain
ending. | corrected. Mean of |  winds. days. in
Mean | Highest.| Lowest. | daily inches,
inches. readings.
Aug. 30. 29-821 75 6 45 8 61 1 8. W. 3 008
Sept. 6.| 29847 | 740 | 438 | 575 E. 3 | 009
13. 29-852 72 3 44 8 48 7 N. 3 041
20. 29-905 70 0 40 0 63 7 N. W. 2 0-25
Sydenham, September 25th, 1856.
OCTOBER.
GENTLEMEN,
During the month ending October 27th the total number of deaths registered in the

District was 34, In the four preceding montha the number was 115, giving a month's
ave of 28-3. This return gives consequently an increase of mortality for the present
month, which may be accounted for from the fact that pulmonary disease has been fatal
in 11 instances, viz.: 2 bronchitis; 5 pheumonia ; and 4 phthisis.

As to epidemic disease :—

1 ;iﬁ'sath ﬁfam small pa.}x Mﬁﬂn Gfem%e Terrace, Le'lwishan:l, ﬂfar.lrr Ehe 27th of last
month ; scarlatina was fatal at en, Sydenham, in 1 case; diarrheea in Raglan
Street and Bell Green, also in Garden Row.

Typhus fever in 1 case, Lewisham Workhouse,

BIRTHS. DEATHS.
DISTRICT. Males. Females, Total. | Males, Females. Total.
Blackheath . . . . . 2 2 4 4 4 8
Seowieham . ., . . % 10 13 23 2 : i a9
Wokbouse . . . . . 1 2 3
i R S 1 2 3 3 3 6
Sydenham 14 15 29 4 4 8
Total . I 97 32 59 | 14 20 34

Inflammation of the eyes is prevalent among some of the children at the Aner
Industrial School, but the children having been separated from the rest of the 8
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and placed in a separate ward of the Infirmary, to prevent the spread of the disease,
under medical treatment, recovering.
Distriet is at the present time remarkably free from epidemic disease.
P‘gﬁmmmﬂmeamgdmb;ﬁh;nﬂﬂmdh;ﬁﬂ E::hhénmthafa%,thﬂthaelm]::fuftha
are being destroy a e ytus Destruetor), w plerces
ﬂmbm-kmddapnmtal egg beneath it; unless attended to, all the fine elm trees in
the parish m lungpeldtothesamseaﬂmugﬁa. The plan which I should
utha mhkelftube suecessful (and most appropriate at this season of
whenthelrﬁemma&nrmmtmlfi)wmldhetucutdﬂwnmdbmnﬂ
the trees attacked, and if any the insect should take place in the
summer in the haalthyn-aas,madnptmmswhchlshouldbe prepared to
suggest to stay its er progress, Trmufadlﬁmtkmdmghtﬂao,ntthu
mmufthaym,beplanhedtﬂsu y the place of those destroyed
Since my last report I have visi ﬂmmteofthanewﬂemetery which seems to be

adapted, as regards its situation, mﬂ,andeapabﬂ;hmufdmage,fﬁrthepmpm

Itwﬁ&ﬂmpmﬁmm&emhlﬁwm&p&aﬂuwdfm
graves, and to place the drains sufficiently close together, as otherwise the water in
maﬁngm'fnhlmwaﬂsmarhﬂmhmmﬂmﬂubudmsdemmpm

The great importance also of well planting cemeteries with trees, shrubs, grass, &c.,
ought to be considered, as vegetation not only separates the noxious products of decom-
position and converts them to a wseful purpose; but at the same time is a source of

35

_5%

gé

In man pa:f'tauf-tha District accumulations of vegetable refuse from gardens, &e.,

The irregular supply of water from the Lambeth Water Works Company requires some
remonstrance ; frequently 2 days elapse without any water coming in. any new
ng for their sole supply upon this source, much inconvenience is occasioned.

8 nuisances oce in the District require your order for their removal. I
will enumerate them under ive Wards in which they occur.

BrackueatH.—The overflow of cesspools, drainage, &c., from Grote’s B
Pound's Mews, and many adjoining large houses, empties into an offensive ditch at
back of the houses, and must be a great annoyance at times, as well as injurious to
health. The sewer lies at the bottom of the parallel with the North Kent Rail-
way, and it appears to me that it would be a great benefit to the locality, now several
new houses are erecting, if the cesspools to thehmlsﬂawereempﬁ and filled in,
and a proper sewer constructed to the main.

The privies at Pound’s Mews and adjacent require em and cleansing.

Phenix Place, Blackheath, is still msufficiently ¢ inhabitants allow the
closets to remain in a most filthy state.

Lewisnas.—The dirty state of the river Quaggy requires attention ; houses still drain
into it, among which I may name Newman's block of houses close bj’ its entrance into
the Ravensbourne. This must seriously contaminate the water.

Hirner Greex Laxe.—A privy here is overflowing into the road, and requires
emptying and cleansing.

ANSTEAD Laxe.—An overflow of offensive drainage near to Catford Hill.

Opposite the  Ristve Sux,” Rusuey GreEes.—Drainage from stables and large dung

haapa ; accumulation of manure in dirty yard running into ditch. No

and cesspool at Rushey Green, near the Police Station, has been filled in
mthuut ﬂngbemm;lhed,andgrmtnmmm occasioned. There is no closet or suf-
ficient

Thahuumbemdthﬁ"ﬂlmk Horse” Inn, Rushey Green, still drain into the ditch

WL—TM drainage from the Crystal Palace, the general open sewer of Penge,
mdtheﬂﬁhumthe“ﬂmakedﬂﬂlet,”mstﬂlmawryuﬁ‘mmmstnte

The land at the back of the Anerley School is not yet efficient]
the authorities of the School are having the ditch cleansed and im:ued,wlmhmar
somewhat tend to relieve tha mmh m its ne:ghbuurhmd.

The cottages in Harding’ are entirely without water supply, exeept
from a dmsnndjamntﬁuld. T]:u; have no drainage; the closets require
mptymg,andﬁadmhﬁnmﬁehommﬂm nfﬁlth]rmumu]a.hon.
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SypeNnaM.—Orchard Place, although close to the Bell Green Sewer, remains in an
undrained state. This is not a healthy part of the District, therefore it more urgeatly
uires attention.
any complaints have reached me as to the state of a cow house, in the oecupation
of Mr. Duffin, wherein a number of pigs, cows, horses, &c., are kept without sufficient
supply of air and drainage. The also used as food remain and decompose, and
when moved are very offensive. is is closely surrounded by dwelling houses.

The privy at the back of Mr. Jones’s, bricklayer, near the “Dolphin Inn,” is pot at
present attended to. This was reported some months ago.

The houses in a Court-yard opposite the * Dolphin ﬂ" have also been reported and
still remain in the same state,

The house occupied by Mr, Moore, grocer, at the basement has the water up to the
floor boards constantly from want of drainage.

Two co situate at the corner of Taylor's Lane, Well's Road (and owned by
Mr. Cross, of Camberwell Green), are in a dirty state. The privies are dilapidated, the
pans obstructed and filthy ; an offensive ditch at the corner. Fever is now existing
in the house occupied by Mr. Barwell. I find that the water has been cut off in con-
sequence of the previous tenant not having paid the water-rate. The inhabitants have
to beg what water they can for drinking purposes, and the house has been cleaned
with the sewage water which I some months ago pointed out as about to run from the
]jldc;uuqﬂ above, The closets at the adjoining cottages are out of repair and require

aning.

The yards and privies to the houses occupied respectively by Messrs. Dobbs and
Blunden, Wells Road, are in a most filthy state. Mr. Blunden keeps pigs in a most
dirty state.
I have the honor to remain, Gentlemen,
Yours respectfully,
F. E. WILKINSON.

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS.

Weight of | TrmperaTURE OF AIx. | gl
air. oun
Week | Barometer s o Prevailing Rainy | of rain
ending. | corrected. Mean of winds. days. in
Mean | Highest. Lowest. | daily inches.
inches. | \readings.
Sept.27.| 29241 | 656 | 400 | 52 9 . 1-43
Oct. 4. 29-439 66 0 47 0 a0 1 S, W, 3] 0-54
11.| 20883 | 618 | 490 | 543 | Varable. | 5 | 080
18. | 29-937 64 0 45 0. ! 50 5 Variable, ' 2 036
25. | 30°208 66 2 366 | 612 Variable, — 0-00

Sydenham, October 30th, 1857,

NOVEMBER.
GENTLEMEN,

The returns of mortality for the present month, ending November 23rd, exhibit a
favourable change, the total number of deaths registered in the district being 23 ;
whereas last month 34 deaths were registered. Of these one person had attained the
age of 92 years, two had attained the age of 86 years, and three were above 70 years
of age. One death from typhus, occurred in Silver Street, Lewisham, and one also in
the Avenue Road. One death from diarrheea (infant) in Osborne Cottages, and one
death from diarrheea (infant) at Southend. A death from fever occurred at Pen , and

is attributed to the offensive effluvia arising from the drainage running from the Crystal
Palace, &e.

Two deaths ocewrred from pulmonary eonsumption, and two ditto from other diseases
of the lungs. Five deaths are attributed to natural decay.

A few mild cases of measles have occurred, in parts of the distriet; but diseases of the
zymotic class are not at all prevalent.
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BIRTHS. DEATHS.
DISTRICT. Males. Females. Total. | Males. Females. Total.
Blackheath . . . . . 8 2 5 1 1 2
Lowishaan. . « '« s 6 10 16 3 7 11
Union Workhouse . . 1
Pange .« . s & s 2 3 5 1 9
Anerley School . . . . 1
Sydenham . . . . . 4 12 16 4 4 8
Total . . . . 15 fleeay e 48 10 | 13 23

The following list of localities requiring attention for their sanitary improvement as
to drainage, water supply, and general cleanliness, I submit for your consideration.

BrackaEaTH.—So0me filthy cesspools exist in Loat's Pits, which should be emptied
and cleansed as drains arve fixed; water supply should be afforded to all the houses in
Osborne Place, Blackheath; the whole of the houses require draining into the sewer.
Some of the privies are full and their contents soaking out of the ground.

The Duke's Head Inn has for some time past been drained into a deep well under
the kitchen of the adjoining house.

Blackheath Hill; the yard in the occupation of Mr, S8amuel, Blackheath, is frequently
in an offensive state from accumulation of manure and from pigs kept there.

Pheenix Square (Tuns Passage), requires paving and eisterns for the reception of water
over the closets,

Lewisaay.—Home's Dale, and Rushey Green, are without water supply; the closets
are liable to become blocked up.

Sewage still enters the Quaggy from the last house of Newman’s Buildings.

Penny’s Cottages, by the Lewisham Railway Station, require draining into the sewer.

Pigs and manure heaps are still at the back of Messrs. Jones and Covell's premises.

Prxee.—The drainage of Penge is still in a most unsatisfactory state.

The Infirmary at the Anerley Industrial School requires ventilation; the wards are
very offensive when closed. Proper closets should be fixed in the school yard.

SypeEnmaAM.—Cesspool at Mr. Short's, Perry Vale, complained of by a neighbour.

Privy and cesspool by Cooper’s, sweep, very offensive.

Yar? at back of Bee Hive public house dirty and offensive ; requires paving and
drainin

FnreEt Hill (within Camberwell parish). An offensive ditch receives sewage from
houses in Lewisham parish.
Offensive gully-holes in the Park Road (lately taken by the Board).
Albion Terrace; some of the houses offensive from cesspools and obstructed drainage.
ﬁ small slip should be carried up from the main sewer to receive the drainage of these
ouses.
Steel’s Cottages, near Dartmouth Row, offensive from want of proper drainage and
filthy privies.
Gully-holes on West Kent Park Estate untrapped, and most of them without gratings;

dmhlferﬂuﬂ to passengers.
eteorological tulg)fes are appended as usual.
I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,
F. E. WILKINSON.
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS.

Weight of | TemPERATURE OF AIR.
air, Amount
Week | | Bavaenton Thsmopsier. Providiing | Ribwy| of 28k
ending. | eorrected. Mean of |  winds. days. in
Mean | Highest.  Lowest.  daily inches.
inches. i‘rend;i:uga.
RNov. 1. 30°165 a6 7 31 4 44 7 | N.E. &calm. 1 034
8.| 30236 57 7 29 0 43 4 N. E. 3 0-23
14. 20649 40 8 29 0 38 3 N. 4 0-12
22, 30025 52 6 23 8 42 3 N.W. 1 0-15
Sydenham, November 27th, 1856.
DECEMBER.
GENTLEMEN.

?

The returns of mortality for the month, from 23rd of November to 20th of December,
are of a very favourable character as regards the number of deaths in Blackheath,
Penge, and Sydenham ; but in the Lewisham Ward the mortality is a little in excess of
the monthly average; the principal number of deaths have occurred amongst the aged
and infants, 2 deaths having been recorded in persons above 60 years of age, 8 in those
above 70, and 4 in those above 80 years of age; 6 deaths have in children
under 2 years of age.

A death has occurred from a bad form of scarlatina in Camden Cottages, Blackheath ;
with this exception, there has been no mortality from zymotic disease.

BIRTHS. DEATHS,
DISTRICT. Males. Females, Total. | Males. Females. Total.
Blackheath . . . . . 5 H - 10 1 1 2
e 9 16 | 25 7 7} 18
Union Workhouse . 3 1
PEI[,E& o W N 3‘ 3 i} 2 2
Sydenham : i il 11 16 il 1 6
Rl 1t 5+ 22 8 | & | 11 12 28

Appendéd, are meteorological tables for the month ; also an alphabetical summary of
the nuisances, &e., injurious to the health of the population of the District, contained
in the monthly reports for the last six months.

I have also appended a table of the mortality of each Ward for the year, comprising
a monthly statement of the causes of death (more especially from zymotic disease,) sex,
and age, at which death takes place, which I think must prove useful as a matter of
reference.

The average number of births which take place per month in the District amounts
to 52; which gives 624 births per annum; but from the great number of houses built
and occupied within the last four years, it is almost impossible with any degree of
accuracy, to form a conclusion as to the increase of population upon the last census.

During the entire year I have kept an accurate register of each street or block of
houses in which a death has oceurred, in order to ascertain with precision as to how
far the proximity of nuisance, damp, or the want of elevation and drainage of a loeality
favours the spread of disease. This will, I hope, also prove a guide to the
sanitary requirements of the District.

I have the honor to be, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
F. E. WILKINSON.
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SUMMARY OF NUISANCES

REPORTED

FROM JULY TO DECEMBER INCLUSIVE.

_— ==

LOCALITY. NATURE OF NUISANCE. R e e
REPORTD, REMEDY,
North Surrey In- | Drain pipes burst in infir- | Septem- | Remedied
dustrial School, mary ber
Anerley
Ditto Undrained land at back of October | Nothing done
and Dec.
Ditto Infirmary requires ventila- | Novem- | Only partially remedied
tion and proper closets ber
Ditto ins in Infirmary burst Dec. | Remedied
Belmont Terrace Requill;ea draining and cess- | August | Cesspools emptied
pools emptyi
Black Horse Inn, | Co at of un- A Nothing done
Levisham Sl i Gk g =
Brockley Lane, Most offensive sewage August | Sewer constructed
Sydenham
Duke’s Head Inn, | Drains are turned into well | Novem- | Remedied
Blackheath of adjoining house ber
Blackheath Yard occupied by Mr. Samuel | Novem- | Ordered to cleanse
in an offensive state from ber
Pub Y;cdnumulm f
Bird-in-hand Pub- at of requires | A t | Nothing done
lic House, Sy- draining and paving g
denham
Cross Btreet, Lew- | Dirty and requires water August | Drains laid in; water
isham suppl supplied to some
Crooked Billet, Drain blocked up; diteh near Eegeu;nh Nothing done
Penge :}eﬂlji in a filthy state from
age
Cemetery, Lewis- | Im nce of draining and | Septem-
ham planting shrubs and trees ber
Disenfecting Disinfecting agents for occa- July | Not supplied
sional urgent use required
Dartmouth Row, | Sewage accumulations offen- | August | Nothing done
Sydenham sive l:tpun waste land and
dite
Opposite Dolphin | Cottages and opposite | Septem- | Nothing done
f::t:: Lower Sy- very filthy gﬁ want of ber
denham drainage .
Duffin's Cow- Many complaints of offensive | October | As before
house, Syden- smell from manure and
ham grains decomposing
Dolphin Inn Yard | J nn;:l, bricklayer—privies October | Nothing done
OIensve
Forest Hill, Sy- | Offensive ditch in Camber- June |A drain made in old
denham well griuh, receiving sew- and ditch
age from houses in i Novem-
ham pari ber



i

water supply

LOCALITY, e L REPORTD Hnmngg? -
Gas Works, Sy- | Refuse liquor runs into Pool Nothing done
denham river, which communicates
y with Ravensbourne
Grote's Buildings, | Overflow of drainage into | August | Still drains into ditch
Blackheath ditches requires drain to
conduct it into the sewer
Homes Dale, Lew- | Dirty state and requires Aul%. and = As before
Hiahm . Re?tﬁr supply - o |
anover Street, uires water supply August | As before
Lewisham o
ngh Street, Sy- | House drains should be Septem- | About one-third opened
enham opened into sewer ber into sewer
Hither Green Lane | Privy overflowing into road, | October | Remedied
ensive
Lewisham, bed of | Pools recommended to be | August | Same as before
stream filled in; t water
in bed of old stream un-
wholesome
Loat’s Pits, Black- | Slaughter-house not drained | August | Not done
heath into the sewer; dirty ditch
by side of Viear's School ; June
thy cesspool should be | October
emptied and cleansed
Lady-well, Lewis- | Thirteen houses without June | Nothing done
ham water supply, & undrained
Lambeth Water- supply; ecom- Septem- | Improved
works aints er
Orchard Place, Sy- | Unhealthy ; not drained, al- | October | Nothing done
denham though the new sewer is
close at hand
Osborne Place, All the houses require drain- | Novem- | Nothing done
Blackheath ing into the sewer; some ber
of the privies are full, and
the contents soaking out
of the ground
Park Road, Syden- | Cesspools ought not to be | Septem- | Drain opened into new
e R T O T PR T T
's Mews, vertlow o i into | Se - othing done
Blackheath ditch requires carrying in- Ever ¢
to sewer; privies
Phenix Place, Closets in a filthy state; want Begtem- | Completed
Blackheath water supply er
Harding’s Lane, | Cottages without water sup- | October | Same
Penge ply and no drainage
Perry Vale, Sy- | Cesspool at Mr. Short's com- | Novem- | Remedied
Pdk ﬁl::ld,ﬂ Uplaj?leaﬂf ire trappi Hbﬂr Tra
ar ad, Sy- rgently require trappings; ovem-
Pdenha.m Waﬁ‘en%:le ly hoﬁs =y ber e
enge ant o mmaﬁ. oopu.nﬁ August | Nothing done
cough, scarlatina, an BaEtam- '
measles prevalent. Some er
of the wells contaminated | October
with sewage. Offensive | Novem-
sewage in ditches; all ber
eventually gets into River
Ravensbourne
Poplar Row Dirty state and requires | August | Nothing done
water supply
Patrol Place Dirty state and requires | August | Nothing done
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LOCALITY.

NATURE OF NUISANCE.

WHEN

REPORTD.

MEANS ADOPTED TO
REMEDY.

Quaggy River

Raglan Street

Ravenshourne
River

Rock and Foun-
tain, 8 enham

Ruaha]r
Lewiahnm

Sydenham ; pi
nfcam.l at Forest

Stanstead Lane

Sandwell Place,
Blackheath Ward

Sydenham and
Lewisham

Ta.;lﬂr's Lane, Sy-

Near Waterman's
Asylum

Westwood House,
Sydenham

Full of filthy mud exposed
to the sun’s rays from low-
ness of water. Sewage
still enters this stream, and
thence into Ravensbourne

Birt]r offensive ditch full of

age from stable and dung
heap. No drain intosewer.
Privy and ol near
Police Station. No suffi-
cient drainage. Houses
beyond B Horse still
drain into ditch, without
water supply
Talk ufemﬁmmgandthmw-
ing mud wupon
would be us
Offensive dmmn.ga
House occupied Bt{
e ?“”’
per, sweep, Forest
lnglL offensive g Steel’s
ottages, near Dartmouth
Row, no drainage and
offensive privies

Rﬁmned urgently to be

fever occurs here
Trees being destroyed by an
insect, “Secalytus De-
structor,” should be cut
down to save the remain-
mg healthy ones
es at  corner,
pnn ilapidated, ob-
structed, and filthy; an
offensive ditch at corner;
fever attacking the in-
mates ; adjoining cottages
T componta smpiisd and
e tied an
thrown at the back of a
house. .&snavengerahuuld

be employed to remove

V. ble refuse thrown in
i %heapuiu?ari-
of all the Dis-

tricts

Offensive drains from into
ditch, should be arched over

August
Septem-
ber
October

August

S i
er
October

Novem-
ber

June

Improved

Drained into sewer
Same as before
Opened into sewer

Same

Remedied

Same
Not to be done

Opened into sewer
ndrained

Undrained; notices ser-
ved to drain

Nothing done

Nothing done

Still in a filthy state

Remedied

Remedied

Same as before
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APPENDIX II.

So much misapprehension has prevailed in the District with reference to the Pre-
cept made upon it by the Metropolitan Board, that, although belonging rather to this
year than 1856, the real state of the case cannot be too early understood.

The Precept is for £10,628 7s., and is composed of the following items :—

Portion of loan (in respect of works in the District) raised by ~# 8 4.
the Commissioners of Sewers repaid by the Metropolitan
Boardin Juns, 1856 . . . .', .. . . . 4086 6 1
Approximate estimate of amount due to the Commissioners on
their current expenditure account (see page 18) . . . 3716 5 10
Amount to be raised (annually) for repayment of loans :—#£5
per cent. on £21,311 1s. 5d. (seepage18) . . . ., . 106511 1
Interestonmuehloane & . « ¢ 0 bowow ks e s dDi 4 B
Interest and instalment (annual) on the £1627 15s. 7d., the
proportion of the £140,000 assessed on the District (see
page 18) . . . .« 15818 5

Metropolitan Board, proportion of establishment charges . . 294 18 7
Sums required for sewerage works to main sewers in the
L P T Rl e R SN s R ) s

£10,628 7 0

Thus the amount in respect of current expenditure is only #£2,825 15s 1d.,
#£4,086 6s. 1d. being in respect of a loan paid off, and which it will be competent to
the District Board to borrow again, and the remaining £3,716 5s. 10d. in respect of
expenditure which, in the ordinary course, would have been met by a rate in Decem-
ber, 1855, but which was not levied.

The amount of the Precept will not be raisable by an equal rate over the whole
Parish, as the Board have decided with reference to all sewerage expenses incurred
by them, but will be apportioned upon the Old Watershed Districts (under the Com- -
missioners), in respect of which the debt has been incurred. Thus, of the present

Precept there will be levied— £ s d
Over the whole Parish, Lewisham L AN Wy S et LY L
In that portion of the Parish which was within the Greenwich .
District under the Metropolitan Sewers Act of 1848 . ., 1701 16

In that portion of the Parish which was within the Ravens-

bourne Distriet under the same Act . . 8289 12

6
4
£10,493 4 5
Inthe Hamletof Penge -, . . v s s s v -das &8
0

£10,628 7

1t will be unnecessary to analyze each of these items further than as follows :—
Of the £1,701 16s. 6d. to be raised on ““the Greenwich District,” there js—
£ 5 i
In respect of theloanpaidoff . . . . . . . . . . , 700 311
Ditto  ditto currentexpenduredebt . . . . . . . 675 6 9

Ditto  ditto  all the other charges (annnal) . . . . . 326 510
£1,701 16 6
And of the £8,289 12s, 4d. to be raised on * the Ravenshourne Dimiét,” thea.e is—
8.
In respect of the loanpaidoff . . . . . . . . . . . 3387 2 2
Ditto  ditto current expendituredebt . . . . . . . 2865 0 9
Ditto  ditto all other chargesannual . ., . . . . . 2037 9 5

—_—

£8,289 12 4









