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Women Sanitary Inspectors.
Total number of visits and inspections (factories,
workplaces, infectious disease, etc.) ... e 2108
Total nuniber of revisits 238
Total number of intimation notices served ... 115
Workshops in which defects were found 154

The two vacancies in the staff of sanitary inspectors caused
through seconding two inspectors to the Housing Committee for
duties connected with the repairs and alterations of requisitioned
property were filled in October and December respectively. The
inspection of premises and the service of notices to remedy defects
was carried through by a diminished staff to the best of their
ability but the steady worsening of circumstances throughout
the year made much of their work of little avail. Inability to
obtain licences to comply with the requirements of notices led to
much exasperation among owners who wanted to comply, and
on the other hand there was an increasing tendency for other
owners to sit back and do nothing, playing off in turn the War
Damage Commission and the Licensing Department against the
sanitary inspector’s efforts. Towards the end of the year it became
evident that house property was wearing out faster than replace-
ments could be expected and it only required severe storm con-
ditions to create an ugly position. Fortunately the weather was
never so.unkind, and later the improved position of materials
and labour allowed some easement, but there are large areas in
the district of worn-out property which cannot be expected to
hold together longer than a few years more.

The nuisances on open spaces as well as on derelict property
and former static water tanks has continued to be the cause of
complaint throughout the year. The fire service does help by
pumping out accumulations of water but has no facilities for
clearing the masses of waste and junk which are tipped by all
and sundry. If the owner can be found he can be forced to abate
the nuisance caused by an accumulation, but it will recur again
and again unless the property is adequately fenced—a matter of
no small difficulty with labour and materials as they are, quite
apart from the expense. The only permanent cure would seem
to be the erection of new buildings, a slow process which has been
started on a few only of the many vacant sites.

Public Health (London) Act 1936, Section 224

One application was made for an order under this section for
the compulsory removal to an institution and detention therein
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drains were found to be the cause of infestations and were dealt
with by the Borough Engineer and the Sanitary Inspectors.

In only one instance was an infestation found to be of a major
character and in this case, a ratting company had been employed
for many years before the trouble was brought to the notice of
the department and the infestation cleared. Indeed, it is safe to
say that there need be no major infestations in the borough to-day
except in cases where there is a failure to enlist the aid of the
‘Council’s staff.

The black rat is still confined to the northern end of the borough
and in far fewer instances than in previous years has its presence
been confirmed,

The sewers throughout the borough were baited by the Borough
Engineer’s staff in June and December, and throughout the year
the practice of sealing disused drains has been continued by the
sewer staff,

In consequence of the co-operation that has existed between
the two departments since the commencement of the present
scheme, the position in the borough is really satisfactory, and in
addition to the immediate results obtained, the work of a

anent character that is now being carried out will
prevent future infestations.

The means by which rats are successfully controlled are much
less ambitious in character and much less expensive than those
encouraged by the Ministry of Agriculture.

Prevalence and Control Over Infectious and
Other Diseases

The mortality from infectious disease was again comparatively
insign'ficant, scarlet fever, 0, diphtheria 1, measles 0, and whooping
cough 2. The number of notifications shewed little change over the
previous year, but the degree of morbidity has fortunately been
even lighter than before.

The one case of diphtheria was an infant aged two weeks who
was registered as having died from laryngeal diphtheria.

Measles is much less of a danger to life than it was between the
wars. In 1938 there were 19 deaths and in 1928 no less than 61
deaths, while the single death in the last two years occurred in
1946.

Whooping cough on the other hand seems to retain much of its
virulence, the deaths in the ten years 1928-37 averaging 23.4
every year, highest 58 in 1929, and lowest, 2 in 1930.
























