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FPREFACE.

The anmual report on the health of the borough during 1943
is again short and also is again lacking in certaln statistical
information which might be useful to the enemy upon both of which
aspects instructions have been glven by higher authority.

Tho calling up of staff continued on a much reduced scale
merely because there were much fewer to call up but that did nobt
deter other Governmenf departments from asklng for more woric to
be undertalen and more responsibility to be accepted.

- The . longer hours worked coupled with a reduction in holldays
had the anticipated effect of causing siclmess to an extent which
more than offset the extra time worked. All the knowledge
acquired since 1918 about the effect of long hours, fatigue and
output in industry was overloolked when the HNinistry of Labour and
Wational Service forced the introduction of longer hours upon the *
Council with intent to counteract reductlons in staff due to call |

Up.

over and above this the public health department suffered
a great loss in the retirement on account of 111 health of the
chief Administrative Assistant, Mr. A.E. Ruel who had served
the Council for forty years.

For the whole vear, the second 1ln succeasion, the distrlet
suffered no damage from bombing and such alerts as there were,
wers both few in nurber and short.  There was on occaslon a 1itt1
damage from A.A. shellfire which also caused one or two incidenta.’

cordial gratitude is due to the Mayor, Aldermsn, and
Councillors for tholr assistance and {forbearance during the year,
while the friendly help and co-operation from the chief officers
have been o welcome encouragement.

|

L The staff of the public health department have struggled '

‘gamely against odds throughout the year despite the one-sided |
Government game of “put'and take". . Puttling extra duties upon !
the loeal authority and taking away thelr staff have been carried
tqg a, polint beyond. commonsensc and it is a happy rcliaf to kmow -
that the Council have approved the suggestion of the Joint
Industrial Council to increase the annual holldays from a
fortnight to thﬁaa weeks, L e
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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS .

Summary of Vital and Mortel Staliatlca, EBte.

(The comparable figures for the previous
year appear in brackets,)

Area of Borough. 4,085 statute acres (inclusive of land and
InTand water, but exclusive of tidal water and foreshors),
diyided into 4 Regilstration Sub-Districts, 4 Parliamentai-y

- Dlvislons, and 12 Wards. The Parliarmentary Divisions and

Heglstration Sub-Districts have been adjusted so that they and
Wards are co-terminous, g

Births,

Birth rate per 1,000 estimated resident population
corrected 18,97 (17.41)

Hotlfication of births.
m.

Total number of births notified - 3,022 (2,504)
: " dereedsof loos
Deaths. J

Death rate per 1,000 estimated resident population
16,87 (16.24)

From puerperal causes Per 1,000 total births
{liqe‘and at1ll) ' 2481 (0,36)

Infantile Wortaility rate ° 60 #60)

'Eymﬂtiu Death Rate (corrected) per 1,000 population
: y ' 0.38 (0.41)

Marriaces.

/

- Marriage rate.per 1,000 population-
) 9.18 (12.41)

i

‘Comparable rates for Egﬂland and Wales and inndnn.
| England and Wales. London.

Puerperdl causes el

Birth rate 16.5  (15.8) 18:0 (14,0
. Death rate 12-1 11-5]‘ 15.0 13,9
Infantile mortality a9’ (a9 58 . (60)

T not avallable
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CAUSES OF, AND AGES AT, DEATH (CORRECTED) DURING THE YEAR, 1943,

TOTAL ALL CAUSES

Mortal'ty 16.87 _ (16.24)
i AGES - BOTH SEXES.
CAUSES OF DEATH. 8 g g T notals
£ Enrgnﬁh Enﬁﬁ -
O f4 o 0 g o0 oo e
I .E E dg Hg l.l'.‘l‘g lﬂg Y i‘.‘;:.illl-t
| | Bh md w3 A3 w3 03
T.Typhcid and paratyphold R =0 s ]
2.Cerebro=-spinnl fever R | - - 1 = -
3.5carlet Fover - 1 - - - - 1
4.Whooping Cough a 2 - & L 4
6.Diphtheria Tar Bt L8 - gl - o
6.Tuberculosis, Resp.Syst. - 117 & .90 . 564518 118 59
7.0ther Tuberculosis Loen BB of 2 2 9
8.3yphilitic diseases ot de oy Yy i LR 17
9, Influenza T8 L6 SRR RONE 33 8
10.lleasles 1f.4a - - - - 1
llr.ﬁ.ﬁr Pﬂliﬂmﬂlitia and
Policencephalitls ' - = e o= - o= -
12,Ac. Infectious Enecephaliti =1 -
(Lethargic) @ T LNl i R P
13,Cancer, Buccal Cavity and .
Nesophagus Eni - Fefw T4 28 56 40 28
Uterus F : |
14.Cancer, Stomach and \ 5

_ Duodenum - = s 4 24 54 38 24
15.Cancor, Broast - = = 5 2l 15 1 40|
16.Cancer, All other sites « 41 = 19 1053 130 158 95§
17.Diabetes - - - 4 5 S 5 3|
18.Cerebral Vascular Iesions |1 - = 3 58 166 106 122
19.Heart Diseases - i anipnggd 119608 347 4086

* 20,0ther Circulatory diseases - - = . 3 23 6l 32 55§
2l.Bronchitis vog FRa x ewwn Sgass 104 86
22 .Pnoumonia 39 © Ve QY0 4188 g9 79
23,.0ther Respiratory diseases | « 1 - 4 11 16 19 15
24,Ulcer,Stomach and i |

Duodenum o P B0 -5 0 V10 I 23 . 14
25.Diarrhoea (under 2 yoars) @42 - 1 . = = - = 26 17
26.Appendicitis - 1 - 2. 4 3 5] !
27,0ther Digestive disemses ;5 3 1 9- 21 24 40 23
28,Nephritis | R5F 43 SNGs LES K18 1200 25 i
29,Puerperal and Post - | ' ; !

: Abortive Sepsls B ol pi ot T - - - |
50.0ther laternal Causes 'iin o el LG - = - &
3l.Premature Birth MB | = = = - - 27 19
32.Congenital l.inlfa;;rqtigni, :

Birth In 1 antile : _
disennasjurﬁ' ' 2E T sedl tol 1 = 18,4 159
33.Suicide : C0F e B ey NG TS AR, 12 i
34,Road Traffic Accidents o otg o rs 8 5§ & 14 2
35.0ther Viclent Causes 5 “B o1l 180EY 40 24

- 36.A11 other causes S ‘& 4 23 43 .87 89 T4







GENERAL PRGVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICFS IN THE AREA.
Mursing in the Home, |

The number of wvisits pald to ec¢hildren under five years of
age was 4,403 (3,762) and to'persons over five years age
1,671 (913), -

Wolfare Gentros.

-

Total individual cases dealt with 16,350 (16,140)
"  sessions held 2,673 ( 2,638)
" ante-natal cases 3,235 3,566)
" post-natal casos 890 B883)
" nursing mothors 3,402 4,500}
" 4nfants under 1 g % 4,797 3,800)
"  ehildron 1 - 5 Sy 4,114 ( 3,286) 4
Visits paid to AN cases - 7,303 (7,232
n " " P/N cases : 2,857 ( 2,377
. " " nursing mothers .’ 22,225 - (22,417
» " " infants under 1l 21,267 (19,564
L L " children 1 -5 41,752 (41,927) |

Welfare work has always laboured undor the two disadvantages
that attendance at a welfars centre unlike that at school 1is
voluntary and that the health visitor enters a home only by
invitation. Before the war most mothers wont to tho welrare
centres as they do now because thoy believed the advice and help :
given was good for their children as well as for themsolvos. In|
present times with so.many mothers at work attendance is in
consequence less regular and some who got the extra vitamins from
a food control centre do so in preéference to attending the
welfare centre in order to avoid meotlng the health visitor,

There is still a good deal of movement of population from !
oné area to another much of which cannot be followed so thot . |
many nursing mothers arey:ounted twice or even moraé times corress |
ponding to the numbor of“changes of address requiring changes .
of swelfare centre. ' The lack of voluntary halp compared with |
pre-war days 1s a noticeable fenture at all welfaro centros P
although a few voluntary workers are able to give thelr time and
energy as freely now as ever they did before the war.,

. The post natal eclinic attendances continue thelir slow
increase although this docs not imply that the attitude towards
post natal care is apathetie since most mothers attend the
hospital where they went to be confined for post natal care and
advice, nnd not necessarily the local wolfare contre,

Child ILife Protection.

1,142 visits and re-visits wore made to fostor mothors and
nurse childron. : 2l
Foster mothors on Registor at 51.12.43. 29 554}
Huraoe children on Rogister at 31.12.43, 54 41)

The demand for foster mothers far outstrips the supply |
because with part time factory employment so easy to obtain, thara1
is a greater financial incentive for a woman to undertake work oi' |
national importance in a factory than the equally wrgent work also
of national importance in caring for the children of themo who ars
unable to look after them, Bombing also appoars to be a
deterrent from undertaldng the responsibility. ;

Asslstance towards cost of Midwives.

e 0 fwrEy N I I . R e LRI







* Homa Helps,

187 (151) epplications and home helps provided -
cost to Council £257.63.24d,

Again 1t 1s possible to record that there has buen no fail
in finding a home help but the poaition 1s becoming inereasingl
difficult and the rate of romuneration asked 1s much higher, up
£3 for the fortnight compared with £1 to £1.10.0. for the Tortni
before the war,

Thero has boen much talk of home helps and a home holp sery
which obviously lacks a dotailed knowlodge of what 1a required.
A home help is needed to take the nother's place when she is ,
conf'ined either at home or in hospital, or is 111 or for any othe
reéason unable to look after the home and family.  Among other
duties the children havo to be glven breakfast and got ready for
school, rations have to be purchased and so on wrieh for all
practical purposes limit a home help's activities to one famlily
with children, as she cannot éaslly get two lots of children read
for school at the same time in two deparate homes, Again the
home help has usually some domostic ties of hep own or she would
have been found employ.ont by the Ministry of labour long before.

Sho wlll therefore deaire to wirk near her home and
incidentally be able to draw her own ratlons as well as her patier
to avold queueing twign. lore important still if she shops as a
stranger in a strange 'neighbourhood hop chances of marketing well
are likely to be poor. A whcle time home help is not therefore
the easy solution to a difficult problem which some would have
people to believe. The besat guarantee of success in a home haelp
is to get the friend or noighbour or relative who is preparod
to stay gway from work for a couple of weeks to look after the
home, somebody well known to the applicant and somebody who must
have monetary compensation towards her loss of wages. Whore
no such friend, neighbouwr or relative is avallable there can
usually be found in each welfars district one or two older women
known to the health visitor who aro ready in emergency "to oblige"

The uniformed, well paid, whole time, official, home help
envisaged by many is an expensive luxury for whom work of some
sort must be found between the times when she is not doing the
housework for the disabled mother. Whole time too meana so
hours work a week, and who will be in a poaition to certify a
wagos sheet with scattered work, with such infinite possibilities
of frau&; and be able to satisfy the district auditor as well?

Dentures for expectant and nursing mothers.

39 (22) applications recoived snd ﬂenturaé providod =
. coat to Qouncil for . £138,12a,6d.

The incroase in the scalo of assessment which entitles
many more women to apply for help has led to n considerable
intorest on the part of expectant and nuraing mothers who are
gradually beginning to take advantage of the genercus assistance
now provided. - . . : \

 Sterlle Maternity ﬂ;hfita. _ A
nil (Ni1)

Obstetric and Ginaecological Consultants. i

1 call (No calls) .. g L
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Convalescont Home for children between 2 and 5 yeers of apo.

The Council's four beds at the Byfleot Home for toddlers have
been kept full without any difficulty throughout the year. liow
and again the home has beon quarantine for infectious dlsease
which fortunatoly has never meant an empty bed., There 1o a
demand for an cxtension of the service to give mothers

convalescénce with children but thero is little chance of this
while the war continuesa.

antima Nurseries.

Wartime Nursery. Accommodation. Date opened,
under € yrs, <-b yrs.

Cowloy : 20 40 14,7,1941
Tulse Hill a0 40 . 17.12,1941
Elder Road i 05 1) 40 3031942
St." John's 25 _ 20 2449.1942
Coldharbour Lane 4 40 40 12 .rr. 1943
Oval 20 25 - 401141943

Kursery places are always full and waiting lists are so long
at the older nurseries that many will be too o0ld before the placo
they have on the 1list is reached. Eight nurseries were open at
the end of the year with three more getting ready and the total
places in the eleven nuraerias including the 20% addition will
number B808. The number of childron in the district.under 5 years
of age on the 3lat Decembor wasa 12,600,

Sugrestions have appeared from varlous sources that 5
nurseries such as these should be continued after the war is over
for the purpose of providing a safe and pleasant dumping ground
whore an overwrought mothor or & mother wanting an afterncon off
to shop or go to the picfiures, could leave her child in safety
t1l1l she returned for hirdfe Such a schomo is not only
thoughtlessly cruel to the child who is deliberately left with
strangers but he is exposed to all manner of chance infcectlona
before he has acquired much immunity. In the normal routine.
a2 child is exposed to infection from a limited number of people
outzide the family, a few aunts and uncles and friends, but in
a nurscry the child 1a exposed to infection from say thirty to
forty children and adults cach of whom will have a few aunts and
uncles and friends any or all of whom thoy may see whkaa they go
home at night and whose infections are there to be taxen to the
nursery noxt day.

The extent of -slclness is sufficient for the Miniatr— to
pernit a 204 addition to the net number of placcs available at
each nursery because 1t is found that for various reascns, most
of them sickness the averagse child ls away -for 1/5th of the year. -
A healthy child of 15 months will catch cold after cold at a b
nursery ending with bronchitis or broncho-pneumonia and perhaps
an acute mastold as well, This sequence is tcji frequent to
pass unnotlced, the alleged causo being tho early morning
journoy to the nursery. o8 5 R

There would be a real danger to health if nursory places
wore made available for large numbers of mothers each to park
their young éhlldren say for one half day a week while they had
the time off, It is to be hoped that this kind of nursery will
nover become popular as it may be a hot bed for cctarrhal

infections particularly, although E%#tra intestinal maladies as
wWall aa HMva wmeakd PLakbla tvPantd smn ettt A A mBElTaas wear ha santEidss. oo






All children are irmunlsed against diphthoria and against
whooping couzh, and quarantine for all infectious discase has been |
gut out complately. Parents are informod when cased of whatever
the infection may be have occurrcd and they are warned that they
bring their children to the nuraery at thelr sen risk but that
avery care possible will be takgn of thoir children if they are
brought. Tha pesult has becn that no nursery has been clesed or
had empty placcs for quarantine reasons, durinz the whole yecar and
moreover thire has becn no ochservable excecs of inicetious illness
of any kind as the result. Every child is isolated the moment
there is any sign of illness while the mother 1s sent for to take
hirYy home, which has no doubl done something to limlt the spread
of infection, but experienco seoms to indicate that exclusion of
contacts and other quarantinc measures are not so important as
they ere ordinarily deemed to be.

Iloatel feor nursery probationers.

With tho opening of nuraories came tho attondant staff
difficulties and nmong thom the accommodation needed for the
probationers 1n the huttcd nurseries.

Fortunately the nurses home at the St. Thenas's Babies!
Hostol was empty save for a welfare centre on the ground floor
and, having 24 single bedrooms most of them with fitted washbasins
and ample bathing arrangements as well that difficulty was easily
overcome., The finding after a fow false starts of a suitable
housekeeper prepared to shoulder the responsibility of caring for
a group of girls from alxteen to eightecn or nineteen years was
a stroke of good fortune and the hostel is happily a success.

SULMARY OF WORK DONE DY THE OFFICIAL HEALTH VISITORS.

Ante-natal vislts T 1,062
Ante=-natal re-viaslts | 155
Births 1lst visits - 1,395
Births reviaits - 185
RBirtha stillborn . 65
Ophthalmia 1lst vislts 48
Ophthalmia re=-visita 23
Infantilo deatha viasltso 25

Welfare Centres attendances :
Diphtheria provention clinle attondances ° 162

Post-natal viaits .+ 1,488
Visits to children 1-0 years 304
Pucrperal Pyroxia visits 21
Puerperal Pyroxia re-wiasits .

. Special visits :- evacuation, scables, etel,387

oo of the four official health visitors is still seconded
for temporary duty in a reception area. '

SANITARY CIRCUSTANCES OF THE AREA.

%,

Sanitary Inspectors. \
Total number of inspections (including
war dﬁﬁigﬁ to property, etc.) 10,005 ]
Total nmber of re-inspections 25,070 : \
Total number of intimation notices served 2,611
- Total number of nuisance notices served 335
4 i

s il






Womon Sanitary Inspectora.

'Total number of visits and.inspections
(factories, workplaces, infectious

discase, etc.) _ 8,167
Tatal nurbel of revisita 170
Total nurber of intimation notices scrved 66
Workshops in which defocts were found - 91

Ono male aanitarﬁ inspector is still on loan to the
billeting officor and 1s engaged in repairs to requisitioned
billets among his many other dutles.

Public Health (London) Act, 1936, Section 224.

One application was mado for an order for the compulsory
removal of an aged person to hospital under this sectlon.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

Unsound food. Approximately 31 tons of food was certified as unflt
Tor human consumptlon. In accordance with the procedure now
adopted very little of this apount was wasted, as much as poasiktle
being used for animal feeding. 5

Sampling of Food and D. . 1,587 samples (1559 informal and 28
Tornal) wera subritted Eo the Public Analyst and 2 samples wers
examined bacteriologically in the Councll's laboratory. In 1 case

procecdings were instituted for contravention of the Food & Drugs
Act, and a conviction was recorded.

The trend of legislaticn enacted since the edvent of the
Ministry of Food has boen townrds centralisation of control in
that lfinistry and away from the central authority of the Ministry
of Iealth controlling the local administration of the Food & Drugs
Authority. The Defence (Salo of Food) Regulations 1943 cloarly
11lustrate this new direction. They bestow upon the Miniatry of
Food powers equal to those of the ilinlstry of Health (whose powera
under an Act cannot be altered by a rogulation) and the latter
ceases to employ its powers in deferonce to the tdnistry of Food
The lattor Hinistry by exerclaing its now powors is regulating the
compositions of foods and is abla to enforce them without
necessarily malring use of the Local Authority. Tho latter in fact
may not without the prior consont of the Ministry of Food take
legel proceedinge in the case of any foods whose compositlon has

-

so far been the subject of a regulation.

Decontamination of Food. Fortunately the need for the
SEI [ sation of this servico has not yet arison. The Food

Troatment Centre at .ennington Oval is equipped and ready for
action. .

Slaugh tnriEE. 523 pigs (chiefly Lelonging to Pig Cluba) were
nspected at the time of slaughter.. ;

-” SCABIES AND VERIINOUS “BERSONS.

The incidence of scables appeared to be on the incroasc from
1935 orwards so far as could be escertained from information from
the school medical services, and skin departments of hospitals and
was not an evil directly attributable to war conditiona although
doubtless aggravated by them. -

A total of 1,939 porsons were treated gt the cleanaing
station and gilven 4,121 baths compared with 1,467 peraons troated
in the provious year. ; E-
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3eables was made notifiable in 1943 in order that other
rombars of a family might if infested be induced to undergo
troatment at the same time and so prevent re-infestation of a
school child for example by a younger or older member of the
family in whom the infestation was not suspected or was :
unnoticed, The trend of notifications 1s definitely on the down-
grade partly due to the efficacy of the more modern treatment
and also to the fact that it doos not Sscem nocesaary to upset the
household by treating the bedding, which in the past has been oné
reason Tor hiding the malady. The County of London (Scables)
Regulations 1943, made scabies compulsorily notifliable from the
1st August and in the first four weoks 103 cases were so notifled.
In the following month 162 were notified then month by month 113,
133 and 113 in December. : '

The free issue of Lethano for head lico has been much less
patronised and there seems 1ittle doubt that heads are much cleaner
now than they were in 1942.

Infostation with body lico 1s comparatively rare nowadays
and almost confined to the tramp class.

PREVALEICE AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

The measles epidemic which started in the autumn of 1942
carried over until the e¢nd of May 1943, most of tho 1,533 cases
being notified in the second half of 1942 and of the 1,288 1n
the first half of 1943. Whocping cough casos also tended to rise.
Scarlet fever caused a definite epidemic with howover but little
morbidity and only one death among the 716 cases notified.
Diphtheria gave rise to 1053 notifications compared with an avorage
figure of some BOO in pre-war yoars. No child who had completed
the full immunisation course not less than 12 woeks contracted
the disease but of the 105 others who had not been treated and
who contracted the desaeso, rive died. .

Tuberculosls.

Notifications received during tho year
ended 31lst December, l1943.

e Pulmonary ! 319 . £311) |
. Non-pulmonary 41 v [ 28)
Ill --------------
Deaths ‘certified 191 (159)

----- I* - ———

\
Notifications recoived during the year
ended 31st December, 19435.

Scarlet Fever : ‘716 . (507)
Diphtheria ; 103 (129)
Erysipelas 82 ¥ ( 39)
- Puerperal Fevor 14 alarid
Puerperal Pyrexia - - 25 ( 21)
Cercbro=-spinal Fever T ( 22)
% . Ophthalmia Neonatorum 16 ( 15)
lieasles - 1,288 (1,533) \
Whooping Cough 469 - (333)
Primary Pneumonid 8l (109)
Influenzal Pnoumocnia 65 { 33)
Malaria (Induced = 1) . B 5)
Dysentoery 62 » { 10)
Food Polsoning : 8 ( 32)
Anthrax 1 ( =)

{







Diphtherla Prevention.

The following statistics relating to the campaign against
diphtherigq donote the meagre success which has attended the
Councllt's efforts. , ' '

i EFI'H--EM
Under - aver but Total,
~ © years. under 15 yra,.

Number of children who com-

pleted the full immunisation ¢

course between lst January _ P’ et

and 30th June, 1943. 80l . oo7 ; 1,608
llumber of children who con=

pleted the full immunisation

course between lst July and '

Slst Decomber, 1943, 782 643 1,425

Whereas the under-five population numbered 11,600 in the
flrst half of the year, by new arrivals and returns from the
pravinces it had increased to 12,400 in the second six months
while the over-fives increased simllarly from 15,600 to 16,400.

The percentage *of children in Lambeth who are now immune
1as estimated to be the following :- : :

Under 5 Between 5 and 15 years.

Percentage age irmunised by -
30th June . 25.66 55.73

Percentage age ilmmunised by . - x :
S5lst December 24,12 . 49,63 o

What 1s happening 1s that although a fow more children are
immunised under the age of five than enter as the new born, more
Ammunised children over five are reaching the age of 15 and so
~passing out of the pleture than enter the age group 5=14 or have

been immunised during the vear. !

Yacclnation.

The vaccination officer and his whole time assistant were
fully occupled throughout the year as with the increased _
birthrate and the return to Iambeth of ao many families the numben
of cases dealt with were more than double those of 1941. The
births registered in the past threc years number 1,354, 2,428
and 2,978 which with returning families meant <,016, 5,541 and
4,380 cases to be followed. Dr. Rusby, public vacclnator for
the Brixton division was injured by enemy action and his work
was undertaken by Dr, Phillips, public vaceinator for Kenningtoen,
during his ten weelts absence. When the public vaccinator for the
Norvood district was called up in the autumn the difficulty -
of finding a successor was so great that the work fell seriously
into arrears. Eventually with thé'approval of the Ministry of
Hoalth, Dri.Bennett, aasistant H.0.il., was appointed public
vaccinator for the Norwood district and the arrcars could then be |
tackled.

There were 1,475 sucgessful primary vaccinations in infants
and 59 in persons over thé age of one year. Successful
revacclnations numbered 27. The total number vaccinated was
1,541 compared with 1,390 in the previous years

o :
\






Disinfeoctlne Dopartmoent.

3,981 rooms and 10,434 articlos of bedding wore disinfocted
during tho year anong them being the rooms and articlos used by
the 1,474 cases of various forms of infectious discase taken to
hospital; 633 certificates of disinfoction were issued, and 367
%ﬁhrarr books dealt with fror the 11,609 premises viasited during

@ year,

Bacteriologleal Laboratory.

During the year 1943 the following 2,005 samples were
oxamined bacteriologically in the Laboratory at Wanless Road.

Spoecinen legativo- Positive Total
]
Swab for or suspected :
cases of Diphtheria- 1,072 - 74 1,146

Sputum for suspected
cases of Tuberculosis 624 . 84 708

Blood for suspected cases
of Tvphold or Paratyphoid \ i
: A 2a i | 29

faver
Miscollanoous 93 29 122.
1,817 188 2,005

The niscellaneous spocimens consisted of 40 urines, 23 swabs
for Vincent's Angina, 40 swabs for haemolytie streptococei,
12 swabs or smears from eyo or vagina for Gonorrhoea and 27 faecef

. Rat Infestation.

In September, 1942 the Council decided to appoint a team to
doal with the growing menace of rats which followed on the heels
of damage to houses, drains and sewers, A large measure of
Succoess was attalned although the restrictive effects of the
Rats & llice (Destruction) Act, 1919 limited the success and would
have rendercd much of the efforts abortive if no latitude had
been permitted. The goneral policy was to ask occuplers by whoad
fault rats were prosent to find tho cost of clearance and not to
ask occupiers to pay where the fault clearly lay olsewhere. In
this way by the cnd of lay, 1943, 450 cases of rat infestation
had been dealt with to thb general satisfaction of all affected.
During the year mecasures were taken against 546 cases of
infoatdtion of which 328 werc privato dwelling houses, 97 were
promises where food is stored op prepared or sold and 121 were
industrial premises other than food promlses. .Regular inspection
are made of all war damaged derolict propertics and cleared sltes
and where nccessary baits are laid, The practice of soeing that
disused dralns are sealed has meant few infostations of these
sites and properties. :

The roeservoir of rat infestations is the sowerage and
drainage system and in B4 cases the source was defirn'tely traced
to defective or :\lsused drains. In sixteen cascs ﬂ&auk rats
wore found and all but two of these were confined to an aroea
near Westminster Bridge. ., 3

During Decomber the baiting of the sewers was carried out by
the Borough Engincer acting under the instructions of the Ministry
of Food and according to tho formula (1 ounce of poison bait talon
is equivalent to 24 dead rats) led to the destruction of 4,385
rats. 1
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