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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE BOROUGH.

The duties of the Sanitary

a very high level. Fortunately

account of sickness and the Ins

Inspectors continued at
little time was lost on
rs were able to deal with

all the outstanding work which faced them. Much praise is
due to them for the able and efficient way in which they
overcame the swollen list of visits and other duties during

the year.
No. of No. of
Cause of Inspection. No. of Notices | Notices com-
Inspections. served. plied with.
Bakehouses G4 4 —
Cancer ... 2 — —
Complaints 4,979 2,761 3417
Drainage 1,648 18 13
Factories (Mechanical)... EEEY 41 33
Factories (Non-mechanieal) ... 175 24 17
Food (other than Restaurants
and Eating Houses) ... 1.417 4 b
House to House 3 1 —
Housing Aect ... LK) —_ —
Ice Cream Vendors 719 2 1
Infectious Diseases 363 18 22
Licences {Bulldmg] 3,199 — -
Markets . 631 - —
Milk V enﬂum 381 — —_—
Outworkers Le : 613 4 7
Pharmacy and H-_-dmmen Act 112 - —
Public Urinals P b 15 1
Rats and Mice ... 1,274 130 140
Re-Housing ... 2,085 86 53
Restaurants and Eartmg ‘Houses 194 £ - 3
Scabies ... 245 — —-s
Shops Act 19 7 2
Slanghterhouses. .. 3 —_ —
Smoke Observations 16 3 3
Mizcellaneous 807 33 47
Re-visits 10,353 831 601
No Answer 3,563 — —_
: 33,324 3,974 4,364
No. of Ineffective Visits 3,563 — —
Total 20,761 3.074 4,364

During the year 1,889 Statutory Notices were served and

1.204 complied with.
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INCREASE OF RENT AND MORTGAGE
RESTRICTIONS ACT, 19201939.

During the year 32 applications were received for certifi-
cates under the above Act, and in 16 cases certificates were

granted.

This total includes ten applications from owners, nine of
which were issued as the work specified had been completed

satisfactorily.

SUMMONSES—YEAR 1948

The following table shows the number of proceedings
instituted during the year :—

Public Health (London) Act, 1936 ...
Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919
Food and Drugs Act, 1938

Housing Act, 1936

FACTORIES ACT, 1937.

1.—INSPECTIONS

Premises,

Number
on
Register.

Number of

Inspections

Written
Notices.

Occupiers
Prosecuted.

(i) Factories in which Sections 1,
2, 3, 4 and 6 are to be en-
forced by Local Authorities

(ii) Factories not included in (i)
in which Section 7 is en-
forced by the Local
Authority ...

(iii) Other Premises in which
Section 7 is enforced by the
Local Authority (excluding
out-workers’ premises) ...

Total

422

175

344

24

41

63l

al9
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OUTWORK.

Nature of Work.

SecTioN 110.

Secrion 111,

No. of Out-
workers
in August
List
required
by Sect.
110 (1) (¢)

No. of
Cases of
Defanlt

in Sending
Lists to
the
Couneil.

No. of
Prosecu-
tions for

Failure to

Supply
Lists,

No. of
Instances
of Work in
Unwhole-

SOIME
Premises,

MNotices
Served,

Prosecu-
tions.

Wearing Apparel—
Making, &e. '
Cleaning and W ash-

ing A
Household Linen
Lace, Lace Curtains and

Nets .,
L“urt.nmu n:ml l-urmture
Hangings

Furniture

stery ...

Electro-plate

File Making

Brass and Brass ,-’Lrtmlr:s

Fur Pulling ...

Iron and Steel Lahlﬁa

and Chains ...

Iron and Steel Anchors

and Grapnels

Cart Gear -

Locks, Latches nnr.l Ka}m

and L'phol-

f Um brelln.a, &e.

Artificial Flowers :
Nets, other than Wire
Nets ... 2
Tents ... L
Hacks .ulin Uil
Racquet and
Balls ..

Tnm;:u;

. Paper Bngs

The making of Boxes or
other Receptacles or
parts thereof made
wholly or partially of
Paper

Brush Making ...

Pea Picking ...

Feather Sorting

| {Tarclmg, &c., of Bllt-tﬂ;l.ﬂ,

Smﬂ’ed "l“é-w
Basket Making

i Choecolates and chéi;-

meats
Cracker Bon- hnn
Christmas Crackers,
Christmas 'Emckmgu,
" Textile Wmung
| Lampshades

Total...

5l

—

—

-—

'I-.'.';In'.'.-| | I

L1

-1 &

Bl

11|

L

|1

an

I El = RIEHlalE Bl BIdS1™ 11 1l

| |

| | e

MBS REE -

S

FE] -

| =1

| |

(i

191
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RODENT CONTROL.
Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919.
Infestation Order, 1943.

Rats.—The degree of rat infestation in the Borough has
shown a decrease, doubtless due to the special campaigns
carried out during the previous years and the routine baiting
of sewers and other fertile breeding grounds.

The infestations reported or discovered during the year
were all found to be “common” or “sewer” rats. For-
tunately the Borough appears free of * ship ” (* black™)
rats, but infestation from outside sources is always a possibility.
In view of the high breeding rate of both species, continual
measures are necessary to prevent a rise in the rat population
and to guard against re-infestation of premises.

All complaints of rats are investigated by a Sanitary
Inspector, and efforts are made to trace the source of
infestation.

Baiting is still the most effective way of destroying rats
in occupied buildings, and is carried out by the Council’s
operatives free of charge to private householders. Baiting
is also carried out in business premises, and the cost of the
work charged to the occupier.

Mice—The most serious mice infestations arise in certain
types of business premises, particularly those where food
supplies are available. Complete extermination in these
cases is very difficult ; re-infestation is always likely, and
arrangements have been made in one or two instances for the
Council’s operatives to make periodical visits to keep a check
on the position, and lay baits as required. The expenses thus
incurred are recovered from the occupier.

Where complaints of mice infestation are received from
occupiers of dwelling houses, assistance is given by loaning
traps or laying baits. As in the case of rat infestation, no
charge is made for this service. If the infestation is due to
the occupier’s neglect, a notice is served by the Sanitary
Inspector.

General.—The Council’s rodent staff comprises two opera-
tives. They work under the supervision of one of the
Sanitary Inspectors. All baiting is carried out in accordance
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with the technique preseribed by the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries. On an average, each infestation entails 14
visits by the operative.

A few firms in the Borough employ servicing contractors to
carry out routine control measures. Occasionally, some of
these firms also seek the Council’s assistance.

Sewers.—The baiting of the Council’s sewers is undertaken
by the Borough Engineer and Surveyor’s Department. The
rodent operatives assist by preparing and mixing the baits,
Statutory Action under the Rats and Mice (Destruction) Aet,

1919,

Number of Statutory Notices served .. 4 gl
Number of Prosecutions o - ... Nil
Number of Private Houses halted o i sl
Number of Business Premises baited .. A il
HOUSING.
Statistics—Year 1948.

1. Total number of houses in the borough, in-
cluding flats, tenements, &c., separately

assessed <o 24,000 (approx.)
Public Health Act
2, Number of houses inspected on account of
complaints or illness bus e 4,979
3. Number of statutory notices served ... . 1,889
4. Number of houses rapaired or nuisances
remedied i 41T
Housing Act, 1936
5. Number of houses inspected—house to house
(Housing Consolidated . 1925) i Nil

6. (a) Number of houses included by representa-
tions by the Borough Medical Officer under
See, 25 of H.A., 1936 : Nil
(5) Number of hmnu damolmhad {ulluwmg
representation by Bu-mrugh Medical Officer
under Sec. 25 uf H. A., Nil
7. Number of houses re umlarﬂectmnsﬂ
and 10 of H.A., 1936 :—
(a) by owners

—

Lrb]rLA in default of owners .. 2
5. Number of houses demolished :—
(a) in pursuance of orders under Sec. 11 uf
the Housing Act, 1936 ... b Nil
(b) voluntarily ... Nil

9. Number of houses (wholly or in parl:-} the
subject of Closing Orders {Meludmg under-
ground rooms). .. i Nil
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10. Number of Closing Orders determined (i.e.,

houses made fit) 2
11. Overcrowding (Housing Act, 1935)
Number of families found to be living in
overcrowded conditions ... 521
Number of overcrowded families who have
: obtained alternative accommaodation ... 237
12. Number of houses erected by the Borough
Couneil for working classes during the year 62 (Flats)
13. Underground Room3
Number occupied but unfit 3
Number closed or modified oceupation
approved Nil
14. Houses let In Lodgings
Number in Borough ... e D.600(approx. )
*Number of inspections Nil
Number of prosecutions Nil

FNumber of complaints mme::.l;ml ll.r;t.]ﬂr tht"
By-laws (not included under any other
heading) ... Nil

* Included under item No. 2.
+ Included under item No. 4.

BUILDING LICENGES.

The arrangements existing for dealing with applications
for building licences have continued in operation throughout
the vear. The Sanitary Inspectors have continued to in-
vestigate and report upon all applications received. The
number of applications received during the year was 2,939.

LANDLORD AND TENANT (WAR
DAMAGE) (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1941,
Applications for certificates of fitness for housing purposes
are dealt with by the Senior Sanitary Inspector.
No application was received during the year.

EXHUMATION AND RE-INTERMENT OF BODIES.

During the year fourteen Licences were granted by the
Secretary of State for the exhumation and removal of bodies
from graves in St. Mary's Catholic Cemetery, Harrow Road.

With one exception each of these was attended by the
Sanitary Inspector for this area, and in each case it was possible
to certify that the removal was carried out in a proper manner.
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NATIONAL ASSISTANCE.ACT, 1948.

Removal to suitable premises of persons in need of care and
attention,

The above Act came into operation on the 5th July, 1948.

Section 47 provides that the Local Authority shall be
responsible for the removal to suitable premises of persons
who are suffering from a grave chronic disease or being aged,
infirm or physically incapacitated, who are living in insanitary
conditions and who are unable to devote to themselves and
are not receiving from other persons, proper care and attention.

It has been found necessary on one oceasion only to apply to
the Court for an Order under this section. The case was that
of an old lady who was infirm, living in insanitary conditions
and was unable to devote to herself, and was not receiving
from other persons, proper care and attention.

Enquiry and consideration showed that, in her interest and
for preventing injury to the health of others, she should be
removed from the premises in which she was residing.

An Order was obtained from the West London Magistrates
Court for her removal to and detention in Fulham Hospital
for a period of three months.

Burial or eremation of the dead

It is provided that the Local Authority shall arrange burial
or cremation in the case of any person who has died or been
found dead in the Borough, in any case where it appears to the
authority that no suitable funeral arrangements have been
or are heing made.

The Council may recover from the estate of the deceased
person or from any person who for the purposes of this Act was
liable to maintain the deceased person immediately before his
death, expenses incurred for the burial or eremation.

Up to the end of the year forty-four burials and one
cremation have been carried out in Hammersmith at a total
cost of £269 2s. 6d. Of this amount, £26 18s. has been
recovered. In one case re-imbursement is being made by
instalments
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938.

Meat and other Foods.

Shops, stalls, vehicles and premises where food intended
for human consumption is prepared, stored, etc., were sub-
jected to routine inspection throughout the year.

A quantity of dried apricots was seized under Section 10 of
the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, and quantities of unsound
food, including meat, were voluntarily surrendered.

In accordance with the Livestock (Restriction on Slaughter-
ing Order), 1940, the three licensed slaughter-houses in the
Borough are not in use. -

A comprehensive survey of underground bakehouses has
been made in connection with the Certificates of Suitability
as required by Section 54 of the Factory Act, 1937. At the
time of the passing of the Act, there were 17 underground
bakehouses in the Borough to which the provisions of the
Section applied. One bakehouse has been demolished and
five are not now in use. Schedules, showing the respects in
which the remaining 11 underground bakehouses fall short of
the standard adopted by the Council, have been served,

Sampling.
The chemical analysis of food is now carried out by the

Public Analyst at the City of Westminster Depot, Monck
Street, S.W.1.

Eight hundred samples of various foods and drugs were
submitted by the Council’s Inspector for chemical analysis.
One hundred and thirty-three were found to be inferior and
three, or a percentage of 0.37, were reported adulterated.

Tee-Cream.

Premises where ice-cream is manufactured, stored and
sold have been frequently inspected by the Council’s Food and
Drugs Inspector for the purpose of enforcing the requirements
of the Tce-Cream (Heat Treatment, etc.) Regulations, 1947,

In a number of cases, entirely new ice-cream making plants
have been installed.
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Sixty-nine samples of ice-cream were taken for examination
by the methylene blue test. Twenty-two samples were
reported to be within grade 1, 16 samples within grade 2,
21 samples within grade 3, and 10 samples within grade 4.

This test is mentioned by the Ministry of Health as one
which appears to provide the best available means for ascer-
taining the bacterial cleanliness of ice-cream. It is suggested
that, if out of the four grades recommended, ice-cream
consistently fails to reach grades 1 and 2, it would be reasonable
to regard this as indicating defects of manufacture, or of
handling, which call for further investigation.

Milk

Two hundred and seventy-six samples of milk were sub-
mitted to the Public Analyst for chemical analysis. Two, or
a percentage of (.72, were reported adulterated.

There are five milk pasteurising plants licensed by this
Authority operating in the Borough. These plants are of
modern design and employ the latest process of pasteurisation
known as the High Temperature Short Time Method. One
of these milk plants is considered to be the largest in this
country.

In addition to those taken for chemical analysis, 164
samples of milk were taken under the Milk (Special Designa-
tions) Regulations, 1936/1946, and Regulation 55G of the
Defence (General) Regulations, 1939, and submitted for
phosphatase, methylene blue and bacteriological tests.

It 1s of interest to note that all samples of milk submitted
for the phosphatase test—a test which reveals whether milk
has been effectively pasteurised or heat-treated —were reported
by the Public Analyst to be satisfactory.

FOOD POISONING.

| | Organisms or other
Total | Number agents responsible | Foods involved with
oumber of |  Number of cases, of deaths, with number of number of outbhreaks
outbreaks, | | outbreaks of each. of each.
2 | First outbreak—13 2 Bacillus Typhi | Not known.
’ Murium (Aer-
trycke).
; Second outbreak— Nil Not isolated. Dinner cooked at

48, School  Meals
| | ~ Kitchen.
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Bodies admitted from the Borough :—

By order of Coroner s - . 280
By order of Police .. £ i & 12
On application of undertakers for accom-
modation .. e i e 2 47
— 339
Bodies admitted from other Boroughs :—
Fulham * 15 hy % 3 63
("helsea o i s -k - 5 241
3 —— 304
643
No. of P.-M. examinations conducted : —
Hammersmith cases e ik L 271
Fulham i L o b 46
Chelsea . 2 e 2 213
Total P.-M.s .. —— 530
No. of Inquests held :-—
Hammersmith cases o . - 80
Fulham o s .. 4 b4
Chelsea o e3 o > 62
Kensington 2 ae ;s = 100
Total Inquests heldl —— 296

INFECTIOUS DISEASES (EXCLUDING TUBERCULOSIS).

There were, omitting tuberculosis, 1,933 cases of infectious
diseases notified in the Borough during the year, against 2,046
in the previous year.

BACTERIOLOGY.

During the year the following 954 bacteriological examina-
tions were made on behalf of the Council :—

Specimen. Positive. | Negative. | Total.

Swabs for suspected cases of
Diphtheria ... .. 1 689 690
Haemolytic Streptococei 148 40 185
Faecea ... — 52 52
Vincents Organisms — 16 16
Oceult Blood - 1 1
Widal — 4 4
Sputum ... — 3 3
149 805 054
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Notifiable Diseases (other than Tuberculosis) during the Year 1948.

Total |Cases ad-| Cases where | Total
DISEASE. cases |mitted tojdiagnosis was| deaths.
notified. [Hospital.jnot confirmed|
Diphtheria ... 29 29 24 —
Erysipelas 25 14 1 —
Secarlet Fever ... 141 63 5 —
Enteric Fever 5 i} 4 —
Puerperal Pyrexia ... 19 13 I 1
Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis ... s 8 | 5
Encephalitis Lethargica ... — — — 1
Ophthalmia Neonatorum ... 10 — — T
Pneumonia  (Acute Primary
. and Influenzal) . 70 5 — 63
Dysentery 30 17 8 —_
Poliomyelitis ... 1 1 = 1
Polioencephalitis - — -
Malaria 1 — — —
Food Poisoning — — — —
*Measles DS 70 L] —_
*Whooping Cough ... 429 53 (i 2
*Scabies ... 17 260 — o e
Torars ... = | 1,983 278 56 73

* This is not total brought to notice of Department.
t Deaths from all forms of Pneumonia.

TUBERCULOSIS.

The number of notifications of tuberculosis registered a
considerable fall during the year. This is a very hopeful
sign and it is reasonable to suppose that the expected post-war
drop in the incidence of the disease has now begun.
























