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Metropolitan Borough of Hammersmith.

ANNUAL REPORT

of the

Medical Officer of Health

for the

YEAR 1946.







Towsx HaLnwn,
Hammersyira, W.6.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Metropolitan Borough of Hammersmith.

Mg. Mavor, Lapies axp GENTLEMEN,—1 submit to you
the annual report on the health of the Borough for the
year 1946.

The report is still controlled by economy measures and
it is not possible to embark on an elaborate account of
vour health services.

It would have been appropriate as we pass from the end
of the old epoch to the dawning of the new health age to
reflect fully on the past. It is impossible to do this because
of the restrictions mentioned above. Exactly a hundred
years ago the first medical man was designated a Medical
Officer of Health. In those days, hygiene of water supplies
and of sewage disposal were the prime responsibility of the
M.O.H. Now these are relegated to the engineer and the
laboratory technician. Geriatrics and social medicine are
in the forefront of any health plan for the future. Our
immediate. needs—a legacy from the world clash of 1939-
1945—are so acute that they are known to all. In spite
of their urgent necessitv we still remain very free from
alarming increase in disease; only the future can tell how
much cardio vascular wear and tear has been brought about
by the turmoil of living in war-affected areas during the
war-time and post-war years.

It is of great interest to notice how the diminution of
smoke abatement for eight vears has affected the death rate
from chronic bronchitis and its complications in towns sub-
ject to atmospheric pollution. In Hammersmith, 7.3 per
cent. of all deaths of borough residents in 1946 are asso-
ciated with this environmental hazard. Smoke abatement
has not been pressed since secret war-time instructions
encouraged smoke production as an air-raid sereen. The
present rebuilding of London would seem a unique
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opportunity to introduce District Heating, both as a
measure to improve our standard of living and also as
the first major attempt to reduce atmospheric pollution in
the world’'s greatest eity.

In Hammersmith, perhaps the most interesting features
of the yvear were the much greater attendances at the
Council’s Infant Welfare Centres, Ante-natal Clinics and
Tuberculosis Dispensary. This resulted from a greater use
of the Clinies, in addition to increases caused by the larger
birth rate and larger incidence of tuberculosis during the
War vears.

The following figures illustrate to a startling degree what
has taken place since 1988 :—

| Year 1038. | Year 1945. | Year 1048.

1

Total attendances at Tuberculosis |

Dispensary T T (s 2,799 | 4,638 5,840
Total attendances at Ante-natal ‘

Clinies .. At S Rl AT 11,461 16,012
Total ﬂ“ﬂﬂdﬂrﬂﬁﬂﬂ at  Welfare

Centres ... e ... | 80,901 37,901 42,072

The position with regard to mass radiography (the early
diagnosis of tuberculosis of the lungs) is not satisfactory.
The facilities provided by the London County Council for
this method of examination are not such as to adequately
cover the need for it. The L.C.C. Mass Radiography
mobile unit has not visited Hammersmith since it com-
menced X-raying Londoners in 1943, Hammersmith last
had the service available from Chelsea in 1945. The umt
will not again come near the Borough until about January,
1948,

The hope that a greater proportion of children under
five years of age in the Borough would receive immunisa-
tion durmg 1946 has not been fulfilled. The aim of the
Health Department was to increase the percentage
immunised from a figure beneath 70 per cent. to one well
above it, but although the total number of immunisations
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in thig age group has mereased substantially, the percent-
age of the total is no higher than 61 per cent. The reason
for this is largely attributable to a number of non-immunised
children transferred into the Borough and also to the greater
number of children under five available for immunization
resulting from the increased birth rate. Continued
endeavours will be made to improve on the present position.
The numerical increase in children immunised, upon the
previous vear, was 282,

Interest has been caused by the delivery serviee, main-
tained by the Council, of meals to invalids. So far as is
known this service is quite unique and has resulted from
co-operation between the Council and the Invalid Kitechens
of London. The Council’s part in the service is to colleet
the meals in suitable containers from the kitchen and to
deliver them to the bedside of the invalid.

The Council also assisted a new venture in the treatment
of Rheumatism during the year. In this instance, co-
operation with the Empire Rheumatism Council resulted
in opening a clini¢ in Couneil premises in the north of the
Borough. A mobile unit containing staff and the required
apparatus visits the premises on the morning of the clinie.
unloads staff and equipment and re-collection takes place
when work is finished. This provides treatment facilities,
near their homes, for persons who would otherwise have
to travel to the F.R. Council's elinic at the West London
Hospital in Sonth Hammersmith.

I should like finally to refer to the part that the staff
of the Department have played in the successful running
of the Council’'s Health Services during 1946. The co-
operation, pleasant manner and efficient service provided
by every one of them is an example to all of a staff of which
the Counecil may be very proud.

T am, Your Worship, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
F. M. DAY,
Medical Officer of Health,






Statistics.—The following table gives the statistics of
the Borough during 1946 and previous vears:—

Vital Statistics of Whole District during 1946 and Previous Years.

E’E i Births, ﬁ%’;ﬂ%ﬁ? b mﬂﬁﬁ{: t-EI the
o=
8 | | e B2 |22 | Unorec | Avall Ages,
Year. | §% |5 S8y | wEg Lk
EE ﬁE Num- | Rate. EE‘E §3% ﬁ]ﬂf l
55 | 5= | Ve mate | g,f F32 [Ter| 1900 [N Bate
‘ =% |<F Births,

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 K-8 W 4. 1 12 | 18
1925 | 134500 Enarﬂm 175 | 10s4 | 79 186 : 758 | 153| 65 |1e0d4 | 119
1926 | 134400 | 2000 | 2188 | 163 ] 1174 ! 87 15 | osse | 1ee) és 1585 | 114
1927 | 132800 ) 1789 | 2076 | 154§ 1581 |11.9 230 anr 126 61 1728 § 130
1928 136300 | 1938 | 2258 | 165 14490 10¢8 222 326 168 ik ] 1563 | 114
1920 | 136900 | 1869 | 2162 | 158 | 1757 (128 | 222 | 30 | 13| 62 |1srs | 139
1030 | 136900 | 1962 | 2173 | 15-0 | 1387 | 109 219 | 436 | wo| 61 |1604] 117
1931 | 135100 | 1954 | 2073 | 153 | 1567 | 116 283 373 | 40| 68 |18s2] 122
1932 1138700 | 1795 | 1040 | 145 | 1405 (109 | 294 | sa3 | 120| en |1ria | 108
1933 | 131400 | 1682 | 1827 [ 13'9 | 1500 (13-4 | 340 | 530 | ns| e | 16900 129
1934 | 120170 § 1651 | 1783 | 138 | 1389 |10-5 | a6 | es6 | 1a7| 77 |1ees | 1290
1935 [ 128100 | 1774 | 1877 | 147 | 9347 | 105 | 406 | 583 | 13| 70 | 1sea ] 119
1936 | 127700 § 2266 | 1922 | 1510 1399 | 109 441 I 639 118 i 1597 | 125
1937 | 126600 | 2707 | 1913 | 150 | 1333 | 105 402 | @62 130 [y 1593 1 1246
1038 | 125100 | 2840 | 1874 | 150 | 1300 | 10:7 450 i 522 17 62 412 ] 1113
-lm{ gﬁm 2004 | 1899 | 10 | 1311 | 112 | 362 I 442 7| 43 | 1301 | 1920
1540 08320 § 1733 | 1600 | 1673 1725 195 a7 I 401 76 a5l 1766 4 179
111 | w880 | 2080 | 1405 | 165 | 1315 {150 | 31 ! 364 52| 41 [1328 ) 156
1042 |0370 f 2735 | 1589 | 178 1270 142 b b ] i 338 4 549 1262 § 140
1048 | 02050 | 3041 1708 | 102 | 1278 (139 ] 365 387 | 102| s8 |1300] 141
1044 | 80100 | 4178 1788 | 200 1447 [162 | 418 | 3890 | 95 | 53 |1418] 150
1945 | 96100 |48 i:lnz 18°1) 1464 |152 ) 423 | 267 | 78 | 45 |1308 186
1946 111860 55&3[23!ﬂ| 20611522 136 | 403 277 1108 | 45 |1386]110

* B = Birth-rate Population Figure.
D = Death-rate

aw
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Causes of, and Ages at, Death during the Year, 1946.

Total

CAUSE OF DEATH, Sex. 0— 1— 5§— | 16— | 46— | 85— ‘L:l.'lu

1. Typhold and Pamtrphoid M — —_ — — —_— — —

EVETS -5 F —_ — — — e = =

2. Cerebro-spinal Fever.. %’ —2 -_— — — I — é

3. Searlet Fever ... g —_ — _— —_— — — —

4. Whooping Cough ... g 2 — — —_ _— — 2

E- Dipmm e sam aw ¥ _i s — o - Tl ‘_.I

B, Tuhamlﬂmh of Respiratory | M — — — 15 23 7 46

ph paw r — ] — o 25 "' E 33

7. mhar forms of Tuberculosis .. % % _— = g 1 1 g

a- Erphmuﬂ -Dlm o ey %’ T —— 5Ty i i : IE

9. Influenza M 1 - - 1 —_— 2 4

F 1 - — 1 1 2 5]

10. Measles %[ _— < — —_ — - —

11. Ac. Polio- litis and Polio- | M -— - — — —_ —_ —

mFmH F = _ —_— — — o -_—

12| AE‘- I-'Il " Enmﬂlnljm"-i- ¥ _— - I '_]"- — L '_l'

13. Cancer of Buc. Cav. and | M — —_ i —_ 5 4 g

Oesoph. (M), Uterus (F) ... | F - —_ s 2 B 4 14

14, Cancer of Stomach Duo- M — — —_— 1 7 O 17

dﬂl'lmt'l aww maw s=a F T — - 3 T E 1-5

15. Cancer of Breast e | o — - — - 1 -— 1

F — —_ —_ — 7 7 14

16. Cancer of all other sites _— —_ — 1 g 46 41 95

¥ —_ 1 —_ 3 19 ar 60

17. Diabetes 1. M _ —_ — — L= - -—

¥ — — — - 2 i1 8

15, Intra-cranial vascular Lesions | M —_ — —_ e | 7 40 45

F = —_ = _— 17 68 70

16. Heart lhisease... M — = -_— 7 46 85 141

F _— —_ — 1 156 128 146

20. Other Diseaszes of Cire. System | M — —_ = _— 8 1) 35

F —_ —- — == 5 26 34

21. Bronechitia . M - — — 4 o1 20 54

F 1 - - 5 lg 38 HE

23, Pneumonia ... M 4 2 = 1 1 20 a0

¥ B — — 3 1 21 4

23. Other Respiratory Diseases ... %r — | - 2 1 ] g
== - = 1 2 4

24 Uleer of Stomach or Duodenum %I — - —_ 2 4 0 15

e —_ = —_— 1 3 8

25. Diarrhoea under 2 years % g - - —_ = L e 9

e — — - _— 8

2d. Appendicitis ... ¥ 1 —_— -—1- —_ = E g

27. Other Digestive Diseases ... M 1 —_— - b -] 7 13

F 1 — —_— 2 3 13 19

BE- Rwhﬂtls T wE e H e pe— 1 2 2 ﬁ 11

F —_ - _ 3 4 10 17

29, Puamuml and Pmt-—ahnmve M o S =5 e ok i sz

Bepsis F — — _— 2 - — 2

80, Other Hltunml causes %;[ — b A ._E x| e _5

81, Premature Bith  b.. s }[ 13 snds [piest U im0 90T g e 15

82, Con. Mal. Birth Injuries | M 23 -— 1 — -— 1 25

Inﬁnt' nh. o e sas F g 7 e —_— 3- 3 — 13

33- EUHI.IB... waw wuw s H T g r o | a' 2 E

F —- -— — — 1 1 2

34. Road Traffic Accidents %[ — — — 3 1 4 g

35. Other violent causes ... S ) 4 —_ 1 5 2 7 19

F 2 — — 1 1 13 17

aa. A“mu“ e e T H 2 l v 'ﬂ B‘ H "ﬁ

F 1 —_— 1 5 B 24 it

e M a3 4 4 63 | 210 | 342 BREA

Totals of all causes ... ¥ 40 1 2 69 138 | 405 650

103 5 i 182 | 343 | T4¥ |1,338
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INFANT MORTALITY, 1946.

Infantile Mortality during the year 1946. Nett deaths at various
ages under one year of age.

Under 1 week 42
1-2 weeks ... 11
2-3 weeks ... 1
3-4 weeks ... 3
4 weeks and under 3 months 13
3 months and under 6 months ... 13
6 months and under 9 months 12
9 months and under 1 year ... b

Total deaths under 1 year R e . -

NETT BIRTHS IN THE YEAR : Legitimate, 2,124 ; Illegitimate, 180,
MNETT DEATHS IN THE YEAR ; Legitimate Infants 589 ; Illegitimate f[nfnnta-. 14.

Visits paid by Health Visitors are enumerated below :—

No. of visits ... e D014
No. of ineffective visite ann 0,881
Total No. of effective visits ... . 28.827

Attendances at Infant Welfare Centres ... 1,027
Attendances at Ante-Natal Clinica e Bl

Attendances at Tuberculosis Clinics 167

Attend.nces at Diphtheria Immunisation Clinies 105
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Schedule of Attendances at Infant Welfare Centres
and Ante-Natal Clinics.

New Cases, Torar
ATTENDANCES.
No.af | roth Children, | Mothers. | Children,
Address of Clinic. | Clinics SeT— 2 2 i 2 T‘ o IR _m_n’_
Ante-| Post-| Under|Over | Ante-| Post-Under | Over
natal.jnatal.| 1 yr. |1 yr. [natal. natal.| 1 yr. | 1 yr.
16| =5 — .| a8 s | —7f = Panaa4-208s
48, Glontharned. Ua e '| A28l '} == [ = PRSI0 " gpfes 4o
: 264 — - T76 | 109 — — 10,243 | 3,794
Becklow Gardens o7 | os8| 8| — | — |&782] e1| — ==
: 157 — —_ 331 12| — — | 4,772 | 2,766
Milson Road 98 408 = | il = L aTda ) rpee— Fea
r 151 —_] — 311 41 - — | 5,003 | 2,070
Old Onlry Westmay 4 jaaliagl a1 | — | = | sore| sl | =
: 52 — e 108 13 _— — | 2,678 G406
Latimer Road ... 59 915| 10| — — | 1310] 18] = =
College Park ﬁé i _31 _f el i 123 jﬂﬂ
Totals 1,509 2,587| 58 2,012 | 205 15,811 201 (20,720 12,352
Ante-natal Clinies, Number of Sessions held... (S0
Infant Consultations, ,, ., 9. )k 829
1,509

The average attendance at Infant Welfare Centres=>52,

During the year 178 cases received massage treatment,
the total number of treatments. being 1,249.

Milk for Expectant Mothers and Children.— During the

vear the scheme by which the Council provide free one
pint of milk a day for all expectant mothers and children
under five where the family income does not exceed 10s. 0d.
more than the scale of the Ministry of Food entitling them
to free milk was continued.

1,493 quarts of liquid milk and 583 packets of dried
milk were supplied under the scheme during the vear.

Dinners.—Free dinners are supplied by the Counecil to
expectant mothers and children under five recommended
by the Assistant Medical Officers through the Londoners’
Meals Service at Communal Dining Centres in the Borough.

During the vear two adults were referred to the Centres
and 95 dinners were supplied.
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MATERNAL DEATHS.

The following table gives the number of Maternal
Deaths since 1924 :—

Number of Deaths. 7 SRR i M
: flive Death
Year, Puerperal | Other Accidents =
Sepsis. of Pregnancy. Birtha. Ra.t-!_r.
Average 1924-1933 4 4 2,145 3.5
1934 4 Iy 1,783 5.0
1935 1 1 1,877 1.1
1936 1 2 1,022 1.6
1937 1 3 1,913 2.1
1938 - 2 1,874 1.1
1939 ] 1 1,829 1.0
1940 — — 1,600 e
1941 1 1 1,405 1.5%
1942 ot el 3 1,589 1.9
1943 2 i 1 1,768 1.6
1944 1 ; 1 1,788 1.08
1945 - ' 1 1,742 0.56
1946 2 H 2,310 2.94

* Rate calculated on a (live and still) birth figure supplied by the

Registrar-General of 1,289,
t 1 death from puerperal sepsis not counted as * Maternal death.”

War-time Day Nurseries.—The following particulars
show the dailv average attendance for each month at the
siX nurseries now in operation :—

Brook Cireen.| Dalling Rd. [Australia Rd.|Uxbridge Rd.| Westway. |Latimer Rd.

Accomdn. 83./Accomdn. 70. Accomdn, 70./Accomdn. 65. Accomdn. 50.Accomdn. 3.
1946.

Mon. to Fri. | Mon. to Fri. | Mon. to Fri. | Mon. to Fri. | Mon. to Fri. | Mon. to Fri.
Jan. 4 a3 52 48 39 25
Feb. tikh 6 bh o4 43 30
Mar. 70 63 il 50 45 28
April 72 65 61 57 45 24
May 77 65 4 64 47 18
June 71 60 63 62 45 11
July 4 a7 73 b8 | 30
Aug. (] 56 66 58 4 28
Sept. 71 60 68 60 £ 21
Oct. il 71 Ho 511 Q 32
Nov. ) i3 63 53 & 26
Dee. 48 60 55 55 [ 30

The nurseries are open until 12 noon Saturday, and
the attendances then are much below the average.
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HOME AND DOMESTIC HELPS SCHEME

Since 1936, a scheme has been in operation in the
Borough for providing domestic assistance in the home
during the time a mother i1s unable to carry out her house-
hold duties on account of her confinement. The ** Home
Help ' usually attends for 80 hours per week for two weeks
but these periods are extended in exceptional eircumstances.
The ** Home Helps "' are paid by the Council and the
families to whom the assistance is provided make a con-
tribution towards the cost according to their financial
means.

In 1945, on the suggestion of the Minstry of Health, the
service was extended to provide domestic help for sick or
infirm persons (whether through old age or otherwise)
resident in the Borough, who themselves are unable ‘o
obtain such help. A panel of women willing and able to
undertake this work, either on a part-time or full-time
basis, has been prepared. The amount of assistance
rendered varies from one or two hours per week to several
hours per day, according to the needs of the household.
The success of the scheme depends largely upon the
numbers of Home and Domestic Helps available and also
upon their suitability for the work.

During the vear 1946, ** Home Helps =~ were provided
for 67 confinement cases and ** Domestic Helps ' attended
152 cases of old persons or households in which the mother
was unable to carry out her domestic duties owing to illness.

At the end of the vear there were 30 women in the
Council’s employment and further efforts are being made
to substantially increase this number.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE
BOROUGH.

The following table shows the number of visits made by
the Sanitary Inspectors, and the number of Preliminary
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Notices served and complied with during the year :—

i % No. of b?ﬂ. of . No. of
‘ause of Inspection. - otices otices com -
3 Inspections. served. | plied with.
i
Bakehouses 40 4 ' 3
Cancer ... 3 —_
Complaints 5,173 3,023 2, um
Drainage it 1,348 33 ' 26
Factories {Mechamcal} 239 21 : 15
Factories (Non- mcchnmcal] 42 7 7
Food (other than Restaurants | |
and Eating Houses) ... e | 1,400 | 12 10
Housing Act ... i 35 - 2 1 1
Ice Cream Vendors ... oa | 355 i — -—
Infectious Diseases a4 B4R 21 10
Licences {Hut]dmg] RPEE 5,064 : > 3
Markets ... 976 : T -
Milk Vendors ... 431 | 3 3
Outworkers gt 1} 202 ' 1 : 1
Pharmacy and Medicines Act ... 87 ' — -
Public Urinals ... L AR 43 ’ — =
Rats and Mice ... 1,204 132 L3t
Re-Housing ... 931 11 2
Restaurants and Iuatmg Hmmea 141 9 [}
Scabies ... F . T27 7 3
Shops Act 13 1 1
Slaughterhouses ik i 3 — I —
Smoke Observations ... 35 3 - =g
War Damage ... ~... 1 5 34
Miscellaneous ... = i 1,344 44 15
Re-visits ... e 6,972 512 393
No Answer 2,980 | —_ —_
30,679 | 3,863 2,716
No. of Ineffective Visits 2,980 — —
Total oo | 27,699 3,863 2,716

During the yvear 1,282 Statutory Notices were served and
952 complied with.

INCREASE OF RENT AND MORTGAGE
RESTRICTIONS ACT, 1920 /1939.

During the vear 16 a]}pliﬂati{ms were received for certifi-
cates under the ahmre Act, and in 15 cases certificates were
granted.
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This total includes two applications from owners, both
of which were issued as the work specified had been com-
pleted satisfactorily.

SUMMONSES—YEAR 1946.

The following table shows the number of proceedings

instituted during the year :—
Public Health (London) Aect, 1936 ... Rerr SEAY
L.C.C. Drainage Byelaws
L.C.C. Tenement House Byelaws ...
Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Act, 1915, "and Milk

and Dairies Order, 1926 ...

Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919
Food and Drugs Act, 1938 ...
Housing Aet, 1936, and L.C.C. Byelam

1.—INSPECTION OF FACTORIES

s = ke

Ll Pl

‘ ~ Number of

Premises g
Inspec- Written Occupiers
| tions. Notices. Prosecuted.
Fu.ct.urio_aﬂ[_with Mechanical Power)- 230 21 —
Factories (without Mechanical Power) 42 | 7 2k
Total o i 23 281 | 28 o

a2
9. DEFECTS FOUND IN FACTORIES, Erec.

I
3 Number of Defects | Num-
TR & 1 1O | ber of
Particulars - Referred | Prose-
Found Re- ' to H.M. | cutions
medied Inspector

Want of Cleanliness
Unreasonable Temperatures
Inadequate Ventilation
Overcrowding .. -
Ineffective Drmnage of Floors
Sanitary | insufficient ..
Conveni- unsuitable or defective
ences . not separate for sexes

o T
|l a=l | =1 <
3 ek ]
A - 8

Offences—Factorics Act— | |
Illegal oceupation of undergmund ' .
bakehouse - '
Other Offences ..
(excluding offences relatmg to
out-work which are ineludcd in
Part 3 of this report)

'h-ll
I—II
1
L]

Total s R4 i i3 22 16 | — —_
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3.—O0THER MATTERS RELATING TO FACTORIES.

Class. | Number,

Matters notified to H.M. Inspector of Factories—
Failure to affix Abstract of the Factories Act 1937 (Sec. 2) 2
[ Notified by H.M.
Inspector ] —

Action taken under Public Health
Acts in matters referred by H.M.<

Inspector Reports of action

taken sent to
. H.M. Inspector —
Other L 1
Underground hn.kahﬂuﬂeﬂ {bac 54]—
Certificates granted during year ... -
In use at the end of the year ... 16

RODENT CONTROL.

Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919.
Infestatation Order, 1943.

For the first six months of the year two rodent opera-
tives were employed for baiting premises where infestations
were reported or discovered.

In June, the Council accepted the invitation of the
Ministry of Food to take part in a Special Scheme and
submitted proposals, which were subsequently approved, for
a svstematic survey and baiting treatment of the whole of
the Borough within the financial vear.

The Ministry’s scheme provided for the baiting of private
houses without charge to the occupier, unless the infesta-
tion was due to the occupier’s negleet. This accords with
the poliey adopted by the Council in 1945. Under the
Special Scheme, however, the Ministry accepted responsi-
bility for 60 per cent. of the cost of ** free '’ baiting. The
cost of baiting commercial premises is charged to the
occupiers. As a result of the increased work it was found
necessary to increase the number of rodent operatives from
two to four. These men work under the supervision of
one of the district sanitary inspectors, and they carrv ouf
preliminary inquiries in addition to bait laying.  Drain
testing and detailed inspections are the responsibility of
the district sanitary inspectors,



18

The following is a summary of the premises baited :—

INpivipvaL INvEsTATIONS (excluding premises dealt with

under the Special Scheme).
Number of private houses baited free of charge oo 380
Number of business premises baited ... s T 1 i
SPECIAL SCHEME.
Number of private houses baited... . 116
(60 per cent. ufmﬂt-tobebornebythahhmatry}

Number of business premises baited 75

Total number of premises baited ... aes 4 B08

Number of Statutory Notices served ... e 1 BN

The number of baits laid at each premises varies accord-
ing to the size of the premises and the extent of the
infestation.

The baiting is carried out in accordance with the pro-
cedure recommended by the Director of Infestation of the
Ministry of Food.

Sewers.

The baiting of the Council’'s sewers is undertaken
bi-annually by the Borough Engineer and Surveyor's
Department as a routine measure of control. Additional
baiting of sewers is carried out at the request of the Public
Health Department where it is considered desirable. The
preparation of the baits is undertaken by the Public Health

Department.

CERTIFICATES OF ESSENTIALITY AND
BUILDING LICENCES.

The arrangements existing for dealing with applications
for building licences have continuned in operation through-
out the year. The Sanitary Inspectors have continued to
investigate and report upon all applications received. The
number of applications received during the year was 4,866.
During the vear a system of issuing Certificates of Essential
Repair to assist builders to obtain materials, other than
controlled materials, was instituted. Such certificates are
issned by the Senior Sanitary Inspector. The number
issued to the end of the yvear was 2,080.
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Circular 171/46, dated 6th September, 1946, restricted
the issue of building licences to the following categories
ol work :

fa) The repair of a sanitary breakdown in a building
to safeguard the health of oceupants.

(b) The repair of a building to avoid the imminent
collapse of a defective part of the structure. This may
include painting for protective purposes where there
would otherwise be a danger of disintegration and
minimum repairs to maintain weather-tightness.

(¢) The essential repair of gas, electrical and water
services, drains and sewers., where the whole or part of
the installation is either out of nuse or in a dangerous
condition.

(d) The replacement of defective stoves, fires, boilers,
water heaters, other essential equipment, in order to
make the premises fit for occupation.

(e) Urgent works required by a Statutory Notice.
From the 28th Oetober a quota system has been in

operation which has limited the total value of licences and
certificates of essential repair issued by the Council—
exclusive of expenditure on works providing additional
units of family accommodation—to a weekly average of
£4,720. This represents a reduction of from 80 to 40 per
cent. of the value for which licences were issued before
that date.

LANDLORD AND TENANT (WAR
DAMAGE) (AMENDMENT) ACT, 1941.

Applications for certificates of fitness for housing purposes
are dealt with by the Senior Sanitary Inspector.
No application was received during the vear.

EXHUMATION AND RE-INTERMENT OF
BODIES.

During the year thirty-five Licences were granted by the
Secretary of State for the exhumation and removal of
bodies from graves in St. Mary’s Catholic Cemetery,
Harrow Road. :
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UNSOUND FOOD.

During the year, on two occasions, quantities of grapes
and bananas were seized under Section 10 of the Food and
Drngs Aet, 1938.

In each case they were taken before a Magistrate, who
ordered their destruetion as being unfit for human
consumption.

A guantity of unsound food was also voluntarily sur-
rendered, of which a large proportion was salvaged for use
as animal and chicken food or recovery of fats for trade
purposes other than for human consumption.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938.

800 samples of various food and drugs were submitted
to the Public Analyst during the yvear by the Council's
Sampling Officer for analysis ; 120 were found to be inferior
and 10 were adulterated.

MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS) REGULA-

TIONS, 1936-1946, AND REGULATION 55G OF

THE DEFENCE (GENERAL) REGULATIONS,
1939.

In addition to those taken under the Food and Drugs
Act, 1988, 147 samples of milk sold as ** Pastenrised,”™
“* Taberculin Tested Pasteurised,’” ** Tuberculin Tested,”
“* Sterilised ' and ‘° Heat Treated ' were taken under
the above Regulations and submitted for bacteriological
examination. the phosphatase test and the methylene blue
test. - 26 of these samples were taken direet from mlk
processing plants using the high temperature short-time
method of pasteurisation and which are installed and
licensed in the Borough.

TUBERCULIN TESTED MILK.

It is of interest to report that tests for tubercle bacilli on
36 samples of ‘* Tuberculin Tested " milk were made by
the anima! inoculation method.

Reports received in respect of each sample were negative,
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES (EXCLUDING
TUBERCULOSIS).

Infectious Diseases.—There were, omitting tuberen-
losis, 2,552 cases reported as due to notifiable infectious
diseases in the Borough, against 2.922 in the previous
_vear. There were also reported 499 cases of infectious
diseases that were not notified, against 572 in the previous
vear: 174 of these were *Measles, 85 *Whooping Cough,
78 *Scabies and 167 Chickenpox.

*Totals (notified cases and cases reported from other sources)—Measles
778, Scabies 1,282 and Whooping Cough 358.

BACTERIOLOGY.

During the vear the following 991 bacteriological
examinations were made on behalf of the Couneil :—

Specimen. Positive. Nega.tive.i Total.
Swab for or suspected cases of Diphtheria 10 787 | 47
Blood for s cases of Typhoid or '
Paratyphoid Fever — 1 1
Haemolytic Streptococei ... 75 37 112
Faeces - 60 | 60
Vincents Organisms 19 45 | 64
Stomach Contents ... - - 2
Breast Discharge ... - 1 1
Whooping Cough ... — 4 +
104 887 | 901
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Notifiable Diseases (other than Tuberculosis) during the Year 1946.

| Tnt.ul cases  Cases ad- Total
DISEASE. « | notified, mitted to deaths.
' Hospital.
Diptheria i3 63 1
Erysipelas il 26 11 —
Scarlet Fever ... i | 174 84 —
Enteric Fever ... = e Rt &
Puarperal Fever 14 14 } 9
Pue Pyrexia ... 27 21
‘E:'ED Spinal Meningitis ... | s s 3
Enﬂﬁp]].ﬂ-ht-lﬂ Lethargica it — —_ |
Opthalmia Neonatorum (i 2 S
Pneumonia (Acute l"'rtma.r}
and Influenzal) 75 — i +73
Dysentery 22 18 —_
Poliomyelitis ... 4 4 —
Malaria .. (i 3 - .
Food Pmac:rnmg 41 1 —_
*Measles .. = 64 81 =
‘Whmpmg ( ough el 273 68 2
*Scabies .. ok | 1,209 1 —
Torars ... 2,662 . 379 =2

*This is not total brought to notice of Department.
+Deaths from all forms of Pneumonia.

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION.

The immunisation of children at the Borongh Welfare
Centres and by L.C.C. doctors at the Schools continued
during 1946.

The following are the particulars of the work carried out
under the immunisation scheme during the year :—

Number of children immunised at the Council's
Welfare Centres ... & 1,582

Number of children immunised at schools by L.C.C. 299
Number of children immunised by local medical

practitioners 79
Number of Schick Tests—positive result ... _
Number of Schick Tests—negative result ... 17

Fees paid to Medical Practitioners ...  £21 18s,.0d.
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TUBERCULOSIS. _
Tuberculosis.—Two hundred and eleven cases of Tuber-
culosis were reported during the year, one hundred and
eighty-eight of which were Pulmonary and twenty-three
being other forms of Tuberculosis, against two hundred and
thirty cases in the previous year.

PART I. Sumsmary oF NOTIFICATIONS DURING THE FPERIOD FROM THE
lst Janvary, 1946, To THE 3lsr DECEMBER, 1946,

Formal Notifications.

Number of Primary Notifications of new cases
Age Periods. of Tuberculosis.

Total
0- | 1- | 5- [10-|15-|20-|25- | 35- | 45-| 55- | 65— (all
ages

Pulmonary
Males | 1| 61 6| 6|12 |14 20| 20| 7 |10 | 6 (107

Pulmonary
Females | 1| 6| 4 1116 (10|22 |13 | 4} 3| 1| 81

Non-Pulmonary

Males | — | — | 3 51 1 1 3 1|{—| 1 |— | 15
Non-Pulmonary

Females | — | —| 1| 2| 2 |(—)]| 2] 1|- |—|—]| B
PART 11 SUPPLEMENTAL RETURN.

New cases of Tuberculosis coming to the knowledge of the
Medical Officer of Health during the above-mentioned
period, otherwise than by formal notification.

Age Periods. | 0- | 1- | 5- | 10-| 15-| 20| 25— | 35-| 45— | 55-|65-| &
=
Pulmona
fales | — | 1| 1|—|—| 410 7| 2] 3| 3|31
Pulmonary
Pemales | =} 2} 21— 83:12 |27 8| 1 21 1143
Non-Pulmonary
Males | 1{ 2| —|—|—|—| 1, —|—|=|—]| 4
|
Non-Pulmonary
Females | 1| 1| 2 1|—| —|—|—|—|—|—]| b
|
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following table has been prepared,

giving

particulars of new cases of tuberculosis and of deaths from
tuberculosis during 1946 :—

New Casgs. DEATHS.
SRR ounls,
~ Periods. Respiratory. Non- Respiratory. Non-
Respiratory. Respiratory.
M. F. M. F. M. F M. F.
0- | 1 1 1 =l — 1 1
1- 7 8 2 1 — — - e
5- 12 7 B 6 —_ - —_ el
15- 30 41 2 2
25— 30 39 4 2 15 23 2 2
35- 27 16 1 1
45— 0 i — —_
55- e B NN R R i B A
85 and on 9 2 — — 7 5 1 —
ToTAL 138 | 124 19 | 13 45 32 b 3

The ratio of non-notified tuberculosis deaths to the total

tubereunlosis deaths is 1 to 6.
The following table indicates the number {}f cases and

deaths from Tuberculosis :—

No. of Cases notified. No. of No. of
~ - - o H{E. Cases on | Cases on .
Year. on- o Dis ister o
Pulmonary.| Pulmonary.| Total. | Deaths. Eegmpanmry I;Wegtjiﬁm-
tions.
1927 226 53 279 182 il 1,289
1928 205 56 261 135 744 1,308
1929 217 63 280 149 818 1,334
1930 196 5% 3 250 153 803 1,293
1931 183 56 239 127 005 1,198
1932 183 45 228 156 763 1,128
1933 185 31 216 150 749 1,056
1934 184 31 215 124 715 1,070
1935 170 31 201 119 759 1,059
1936 156 40 196 116 805 1,063
1937 141 33 174 106 834 1,068
1938 1556 37 192 87 824 859
1939 165 33 198 107 887 849
1940 143 24 167 118 701 813
1941 160 39 199 103 812 828
1942 169 31 200 104 035 963
1943 177 24 201 72 | 1,044 1,097
1944 192 22 214 03 1.008 1,184
1945 207 23 230 a3 1,176 1,282
1946 188 23 211 85 1,278 1,487
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Seventy-seven deaths from Pulmonary Tuberculosis were
registered. against eightyv-two in the previous year.
representing a death-rate of 0.67 per 1,000 compared with
(.85 in 1945 and 0.94 in 1944,

Figures for the years 1927-4G showing the interval
between notification and death of tuberculous persons are

as under :—
P T - - — T SR . 1 ! @ e W @ o e & e
§ 8 828z B2832 88888 83 3 3 3
MﬁHﬂﬂ—l—ly—li"H-Hl—ll—IHF‘ﬂH

. Total number of
b o

ubere n
the Borough ... 181 135 149 153 127 150 150 124 119 116 106 87 107 118 108 104 7 03
. The number of

cases notified
at death e — T 3 Tioi.87 8 18 g 11 i & B8
. The number of
eases notified
within one
month of death
(excluding
above) ...
. The number of
cases notified
within three
months of
death (exclud-
ingabove) ... 28 18 18 21 14 17 17 ® 8 7 11 6 S 10 10 & &5 9
The number of

ecases notified

within six

months of

death (exclud-
ingnh{we}...139391*151&1]11T3551153311

Average number of cases notified for the 10 years 1927-1936
(inclusive) = 236.

Average number of cases notified for the 10 years 1937-1946
(inelusive) = 199,

Average number of deaths for the 10 vears 1927-1936
(inclusive)=141.

Average number of deaths for the 10 years 1937-1946
(inelusive)=97.

BACTERIOLOGY.

The following bacteriological examinations were made on
behalf of the Couneil :—

Sputa from cases of suspected Tuberculosis—

(]
=

10 22 14 28

25 17 32 18 16 21 17 21 11 20 16 13 12 11 13 18 10 @

Tubercle bacillus fonnd... 89

Tubercle bacillug not found ... . 489
Pleural Fluid—

Positive results ... 1

Negative results 12
Urine—

Negative results 2

Blood Counts 14

1946.

1945,

=
&



28

TUBERCULOSIS DISPENSARY.—The work of the
Tuberculosis Dispensary was continued at the Hammer-
smith Hospital under the arrangement made with the
London County Council and the British Post-Graduate
Medical School. Five sessions, at which patients are seen
by appointment, are held each week,

New Patients. _ attended
for examination for the first time, 448 males and 539
females. Of these 215 were under the age of fifteen and
767 were adults. Of the total 528 were referred to the
clinic by local practitioners for the purpose of consultation,
23 by the National Service Medical Boards and 9 by mass
Radiography Groups. Two hundred and ninety-six were
*“ contacts 7 of persons suffering from tuberculosis. Of
the ** contacts " examined 40 were definitely cases of tuber-
culosis, whilst 256 were non-tuberculous. Of the 9 cases
referred to the Clinie by mass Radiography Groups, 3 had
active disease.

Total Attendances and Examinations.—The total
- attendances of persons for the purpose of examination,
observation or treatment, numbered 5,840, and phvsu,al
examinations were carried out in 3,178 instanees, i.e., In
54 per cent. of the total attendances.

Home Visitation.—The Tuberculosis Officer made 28
visits to homes of patients for the purpose of examination
and investigation of the home conditions, and 27 wvisits to
St. Charles” Hospital.

The Health Visitors visit eases of tuberculosis on nofifi-
cation, and thereafter as far as possible at intervals of six
months or less, as may appear advisable. During the year
2,584 such visits were made, of which 821 were ineffective.

During the vear 75 definite cases were transferred from
other areas into the Borough and 70 moved out or were
lost sight of. Nineteen were written off the register as
being eured,
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Mass Radiography.—The campaign for the early detec-
tion of symtomless tuberculosis was continued during the
vear by miniature mass-radiography groups operating in
other districts.

Nine cases were referred to the Clinie from these umts.
Of these, three were cases of active tuberculosis.

Tuberculosis Allowances.—The Government scheme for
the payment of allowances to persons suffering from
pulmonary tuberculosis who have to give up remunerative
employment to undergo treatment continued during year
1946.

The total number of cases considered was 757—70 of
which were new ones. Of the new cases, 50 received
maintenance grants only, 15 maintenance grants plus
discretionary allowances and 5 special allowances. 687
cases were reviewed owing to changed cireumstances. The
total money paid to patients during the year amounted to
£6,802 2s. 9d.

CLEANSING OF VERMINOUS PERSONS.

I'he Medicinal Baths in Scotts Road, Shepherd’s Bush,
provide for the treatment of cases of Scabies, Impetigo and
the cleansing of verminous persons, &e.

In July, 1943, a circular (2881) was issued by the
Ministry of Health dealing with infestations by head lice
and certain lines of action were suggested. Generally,
these lines have been followed.

Special attention has been given to this question by the
Doctors and Health Visitors in the Welfare Centres and
by the Matrons in the day nurseries and examinations of
the children’s heads have been carried out during routine
imspections to discover any infestations. Mothers have
been advised as to the best methods of eradication and of
preventing recurrence of the trouble. Families known to
be in need of special attention have been frequently visited
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by the Health Visitors, and infested school children, to-
gether with their contacts of pre-school age, have been
followed up in the home. :

Facilities for cleansing at the Council’s Medicinal Beaths
have been made available in all cases and the oppornumtjr
given to purchase at cost price special combs.

Figures showing the number of cases dealt with at the
Baths during the year are as under :—

School Children—Hammersmith.

R ) IO EORa L 2o LIDIY, 1508
Verminous ik Lk ik, i 1,476
Impetigo L 34
School Children—Non- Hammermnith
Nil.
Children under Five Years—Hammersmith.
Secabies ... 518
Verminous 68
Impeti 8
Other Conditions 1
Children under Five Years—Non-Hammersmith.
Nil.
_Adults—Hammersmith.
L et gmmieed e 1
Verminous 181
Impetigo 8
ﬁuultS—Hun-Hammersmlth
Nil
Lodging-houses.
Scabies ... 13
Verminous 1 o b N 234
VACCINATION.,

The duties under the Vaceination Acts and the Vaceina-
tion Order were carried out by the Public Health Depart-
ment.

The Return for 1945 shows that 2,686 Infants were
vaccinated, this being 74.88 per cent. of the Births com-
pared with 67.51 per cent. in 1944,

No proceedings under the Vaccination Acts were insti-
tuted.





















