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ADVance 4831 Public Health Department,
Town Hall,
Bethnal QGreen, E.Z2.

May, 1959.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Counciliors of the
Metropolitan Borough of Bethnal Green.

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

‘I have the honour to submit my report on the health
and sanitary cireumstances of the Borough feor the year

1958.

Stafrf, At the beginning of the year, the Department was
still three short of its establishment of nine public health
inspectors. In April, one of the Inspectors left to take
up another appointment and for the remainder of the year
there were four vacancles, During the year, the Counell
approved the appointment of a pupll public health inspector
for training with the Department.

The work of the Public Health Department 1s gummarised
in the report which follows and the L.C.C. Divisional Medical
officer, Dr., G.0. Mitchell, has agaln kindly supplled me
with some particulars cof the personal health services which
are, of course, the responsibllity of the London County
Council.

I am pleased to have this opportunity to thank the
Chairman and Members of the Publlc Health Committee for
their support and encouragement during the year, I am
also grateful to my colleagues in other departments for






SECTION A

STATISTICS OF THE AREA

Area & se P P .e ™
Population, estimated mid-jyear ‘d -
Number of Dwelllngsc - .o - .o
Rateable Value ... .o as e o
General Rate e i e ve .e
Sum represented by a penny rate .n .o

VITAL STATISTICS

Males
Live Births: Legitimate. .5 e Y22
Illegitimate s o )
Live Birth rate per 1,000 population .
Stillbirths: Legltimate. e .o 10
Illegitimate i . 4
St111births rate per 1,000 1live and
stillbirths
Total live and stillbirths i .s
Infant Deaths: Legitimate a .o 8
Illegitimate .. .o 2
Infant mortality rate per 1,000 live births:
Total .. .o ae
Leglitimate .o -
Illegitimate .. o4

Neo Natal mortality rate per 1,000 live births
(first four weeks) ..
Illegitimate live births per cent of total
live births

Females

385
25

7

Maternal Mortality: There were no deaths agsoclated
with pregnancy or childbirth,

Death Rate per 1,000 estimated population

760 acres
49,830
15,301
£649, 852
20s. Uud.
£2,525

Total

go7
62
17.4

17
i

0.36
1?.5

14

18.4
1T.3
32,2

11.5

T.1

11.4



During 1958 the Reglstrar General estimated the populatlion
as 49,830, which 1s 1,110 less than in the previous year.

The death rate was 11.4 per 1,000 persons as compared with a
rate of 11.3 for 1957. Both births and deaths depend to some
extent on the proportions of young and old people and of males
and females in the area, and in order to make comparisons
between one area and another the Reglstrar General glves Area
Comparability Factors which take into account these variations
in age and sex, Using this factor the adjusted death rate for
Bethnal Green would be 11.4 as compared with 11.7 for England
and Wales.

The birth rate during 1958 was 17.4 as compared with 15.7
during the previous year. The adjusted rate for comparison with
other areas is 16.2 as compared with 16,4 for England and Wales.

The infant mortality rate was 18.4 as compared with the rate of
22,6 for England and Wales, It is, in Bethnal Green, however,
caleulated on a2 very small number of infant deaths and 1s consequently
subjeet to large variations from year to year and as an indicatlon
of child care the figure should be used with some cautlon.

The causes of death are shown in Table 1, which follows.
Notification of Births

Arrangements continued in operation during the year whereby
the London County Couneil furnished to the Borough Council a weekly
return of births (ineluding stillbirths) notified to them as the
Loeal Health Authority under the National Health Service Act, 1946,

During the year 889 live births (467 male and 422 female) were
notified and in addition there were 18 stillbirths (12 male and 6
female).

These figures represent corrected totals after the addition of
inward transfers and the deduction of outward transfers and the
difference between these figures and those set out prevliously 1s
due to the faet that births must be registered within 6 weeks and
it is not uncommon for a child to be born and notified 1n one
calendar year but not actually registered until the followlng year.



TABLE
CAUSES _OF

Causes of Death

1 to

iy

1% to

£y

e

b5 to
£l

75 and

aver

Totals

All causes

5 = | under
1l year

= |5 to

= =

o X {25 to

49

= |65 to

B7

T2

128

1 Tuberculosis, respiratory

ul =

Hﬂ:

2 Tuberculoeis, other

3 3yphilitic diseape

[

|4 Diphtheria

5 Whooping Cough

£ _Meningoecccal infactions
7__Acute PFoliomyelitis

¥ fela

B HMeasles

9 Other infective and
|____parasitic digeases

| 10 Mallgnant neoplasm, stomach

e

11 Malignant neoplasm, lung,
bronchus

12 mli;mnt neoplasm, breast

=

13 Malignant neoplasm, uterus

3] mll-'

18 pther malignant and lymphatic
neoplasms

| i

12

15 Leukaemia, aleukaemia

16 Diabetas

Hll Ll 1

{ro b=l

17 Vascular lesions of nervous
systen

=

oo

r -

18 Coronary dissase, angina

-h--------L—-—-———-—LA

15

17

20

Y i

19 Hypertension with heart
disease

(=]

20 Other heart disease

=l

-

33

21 Other circulatory disease

¥

22 Influsnza

23 Pneumonia

10

12

18

24 Bronchitis

SR | | P

15

17

Y|

25 Other diseases of

respiratory system
26 Ulcer of stomach and
duodenum

27 Gastritls, enteritis and
diarrhoea

28 Nephritis and nephrosis

bod J e

| 29 Hyperplasia of prostate

30 PFregnancy, childbirth
abortion

31 Congenital malformations

32 Other defined and ill=defined
diszeases

16

31 Motor wvehlcle accldents

=

]I—"\I‘I

Jie

34 All other ascidents
35 Suilcide

P fi=

st [ &= =

36 Homicide and cperations
of war
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SECTION B

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE BOROUGH

Water 5“2212

Water for domestle purposes in the Borough 1s obtained in all
cases from the Metropollitan Water Board,

Bacteriological and chemical examination of the water is
carried out at frequent intervals by the Metropolitan Water Board,

Notices were sent to the Board in T6 cases where wastage
of water due to defective pipes or fittings was observed.

During the year 641 new premises were certified as having a
proper and sufficlent water supply in accordance with Section 95
of the Publiec Health (London) Aet, 1936,

In addition to the supply from the Metropolltan Water Board,
there are five wells used for purposes other than drinking. These
arei=

Attached to Councilis Publie Baths ... b veu
Attached tc a hospital - Nk P ses
Supplementary supply for industrial purposes R

Wi e

Sanitary Inepection of the Borough

Following the 1,869 complaints of insanitary conditions, defects
were found requiring the service of Intimation Notices in 1,045
cages, Of these Statutory Notlces were required in 400 lnstances
and legal proceedings were Instituted in 42 cases. In additlon, 28
notices in accordance with the London County Council (General Powers)
Aet, 1955, three under Sectlon 26 and twentyfive under Sectlon 27,
were served. In twentyfour caseg the necessary work was
carried out by the Counclil and the expenses incurred recovered from

the owners of the prepertles.

In connectlon with the supervision of drainage works a total of
2,497 inspections were made during the year. Ui notlces in accord=
ance with Section 25 of the London County Council (General Powers)
Act, 1955, were served and in twentyone lnstances the necessary work
was carried out by the Councll and the expenses incurred recovered

from the owners of the propertles.
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TABLE 2

RECORD OF VISITS

Notiflable Infectlious Dlseases oe .o s . .

Non-notiflable diseases .o e . .o .o .
Food Folsoning . e .o " aa o .e “a
Complaints as to insanitary conditions . .. - i
Aged and Infirm persons . oo .e . .e .e .o
Factorles e . . .o . . .o . .o
Mllkshops . . .o .o .o . .o se .o
Other Food Premises .o .o .e . .o .o .o
Qutworkers' houses . ‘e .o e . .o .o
Tenement houses ‘e os . .. .o .o .s e
Dralnage work . o am e an " . "
Smoke observations . . .o .a ‘e . .e
Enquiries with regard to housing .. xd ‘e = .o
Other inspectlions and special work i o Fe o
Re=lnspectlions - es - .o . - .o .o
Shops Act inspections .. .o oo . .s .s .
Total
TABLE 3

SANITARY DEFECTS TIN CONNECTION WITH
WHICH NOTICES WERE SERVED

Dirty and/or dilapidated rooms .. Solk gt LIt

Defective drains and choked w.c.'s .o .e e s
Defective and dirty w.c.'s - .. .s . .e
Defective water supply S - A g s . .s e
Defective paving R i R R e .o oo
Defectlve gutters and rain water plpes . Tl P .o
Defective roofs .. P - T e . ‘e “e
Dampness pon as PN T T .e s sa FF
Defective dustbins Sacn: Ik Loy e el " v - .
Smoke Nuisances .. s e o e . b
Other defeets .« T T T - . . e
Total

486

21
1,869
33
787
235
1,588
31
156
2,497
69
704
1,802
5,718
254

16,240

825
101

497

392
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EuEEly of Dustbins

In 22 cases during the year notices were served upon the owner
in accordance with Section 12 of the London County Council (General

Powers) Act, 1954,

Legal Proceedings

It was found nscessary on 42 occaslons during the year to
take legal proceedings to enforce compliance with the require-

ments of Notlces served.

In 11 of these cases Abatement Orders were made by the
Justices with the inflictlon of costs amounting to £32.11s.0d.
Brief detalle are set out below.

Abatement Orders

Premicas Offence Regult of Procceedings
3/12, Quinn Square Non=compliance with Abatement Order made
Hulsance Notice (14 days) £3.3s5.0d costs
27, 8t.Peter!s
Avenue do. do. do.
16, 3t.Peter's Close, do. Abatement Order made
(21 days) £3.3s.0d costs
144 /146, Bethnal Green Road do. Abatement Order made
(28 days) £3.3s5.0d costs
28, Darling Row do. do. do.
17/28, do. de. do. do.
11, Quinn Square do, do, do.
18, Se wardstone Road do. do. do,
138, do. do, do. do.
41, Cheshire Street do. do. £1,l1s.0d, costs
10, Temple Dwelllings do. Abatement Order made

(56 days) £3.38.0d costs

In 31 cases summonses were withdrawn owlng to the nulsances
being abated prlor to the date of hearing, the defendants
paying expenses amounting to £56.14%5.0d.



P

Rent Act, 1957

During the year, the following applications were received
in aeccordance with the First Schedule of the Act.

Part 1 - Applications for Certlflcates of

Disrepair
(1) Mumber ef applicatians for certificates .. .. .. 76
(2) Number of decisions not to issue certificates ., ., Nil
(3) Number of declsions to 1ssue certificates . o e 82
{(a) in respect of some but not all defects . i 29
(b) in respect of all defects e, b - .o 23

(4) Number of undertakings given by landlords under paragraph
5 of the First Schedule .. T .u s 29

(5) Number of undertakings refused by Local Authority under
proviso to paragraph 5 of the First Schedule. 3

(6) Number of Certificates i1ssued .. .. .. +o .. 55

Part 1£_ = Appllcations for Cancellatlon of
Certificates

(7)

(8)

(9)

Applications by landlords to Local Authorilty for
cancellation of certificates .. 0 i A .ok 15

Objections by tenants to cancellation of certificates T

Declsions by Local Authority to cancel in spite of

tenants' objectlon - LA . i Nil

(10) Certificates cancelled by TLocal Authority .o e 8
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Factorles, Workshops and Workplaces

The provision of the Factories Aects, 1937 and 1948 are
administered by H,M, Inspector of Factories of the Minlstry of
Labour and Natlional Service, in eonjunction with the local sanltary
authority. Close co-operation is maintalned between the two, and
defaults found in the course of visits to factories are notifled
between one and the other according to the body responsible for
remedlial measures.

The prineipal dutles of the sanitary authorlty are the
anforcoment of Seetions 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 and 7 of the Factories Act,
1937, insofar as nonepower factoriles are concerned, and Section 7
only in respect of power factoriles.

Factories and Workplaces in this Borough carrylng on a varlety
of trades number 1,446, and a total of 646 inspections and re=
inspections were made during the year.

127 investigations were made in regard to dralnage and
applications under the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947,

The following Tables give detalls of work carrled out under
the Factories Acts, 1937 and 1948, during the year:-
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TABLE 4

INSPECTIONS FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVISIONS AS TO HEALTH

Number ¥umber of

Premises on Written | Occuplers
Register | Inspections | notices | prosecuted

1l.Factories in which
Sections 1, 2, 3,
4 and 6 are to be 573 186 23 -
enforced by Local
Authoritles

2 ,Factories not
included in (1)
in which Section 867 460 53 -
T 1s enforced by
the Local
Authorlity

3.0ther premises in
which Section 7
1s enforced by 6 - - -
the Loeal
Authority

TOTALS 1,446 646 76 -
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OUTWORK

Qutworkers (Section 110{I1)(ec))

Twice yearly, PFebruary and August, the Factories Act, 1937,
requireg all employers of outworkers in the Borough to forward
to thé Local Authority a list giving the names and addresses of
all persons employed by them in homework during the previous six
months.

0f the 405 names of outworkers which appeared on the lists
recelved in August, 91 were glven as residing within the Borough;
in addition 121 names of outworkers residing in Bethnal Green were
forwarded from other boroughs.

The followlng information of classes of work and numbers of
outworkers employed thereon, beilng Bethnal Green residents, 1s in
respect of the August lists, received from employers in the Borough,
and from other Boroughs:=-

Number of Outworkers in August list required by Section 110(1)(ec)

Wearing spparel [(making.ate..) . ¢ & & o o w're a va 2158
Curtains and Purfiture hangings . .« « « o« & & -» . = 16
DIRGEHEN: - 7 N RGOS L DO Rl 06 L T Sl S R 6
o B el T o § v e LR 1 e e R e . 5 §
BUCEanE, b0 CEMIRHE . e N e e e L 2
Artificilal Flowers . gt R R G IR DRk Ll TS N 3
ghrdatuay Craokesn, . ohl, . ;. 5 T G e Ve g et gl i 13
Household Linen . . & - ok e T e e S T TR 2
Umbrellas G SO R R R RN e R R R - < i T 1

Total 212

Sectlon 110. There was no case of default in sending 1ist to the
Council.

Sectlon 111, There was no instance of work being carried on in
unwholezcome premlses,

Shope Acts

During the year the Public Health Inspectors pald 173 visits
to shops in relation to general sanitation, ventilation and
temperature requirements. 12 notices were served 1in respect
of unsatisfactory conditions found to exist,




=19-

Disinfection and Disinfestatlon

The following is a summary of the routine work carried out
by the disinfecting staff during the yeari=

No, of roms dlginfested o v o & s @ ® e - D9
Articles of clothing, bedding, etc, submitted to

aEoaN AIBENTeotion o i wwer e e e me - RES
Articles disinfected by formalin .. . . . . .2,188
Hospital mattresses, pillows, etec.dlsinfected , 4,173
Number of articles destroyed by request . . . 2,544

In additlon, on 379 oceaslons rubbish which had been dumped on
open sites, etc., was sprayed with insectlclde prior to removal.

The furniture and bedding of 69 families removing to Borough
Council flats were dlginfested.

Personal Cleansing Station

During the year, 27 adults and 1 child had baths for
verminous conditions at the Personal Cleansing Station,
simultaneous disinfectlon of clothing being carrled out,.

Tn addition, 21 adults and 16 children recelved treatment for
Secabies at the Station, Public Health Inspectors visit and advise
in all ecases of Scables and in those cases where verminous
eopnditions perslstently recur,

During the year the moblle bathing equipment for the cleansing,
by @onsent, of aged persons in thelr own homes where the persons
concerned are so enfeebled as not to be able to attend at the
Personal Cleansing Station was used on thirty occaslons.

Laundry Eer?ice for Ircontinent Persons.

During the year, the Council approved the provision of
a laundry serviece for incontinent persons in accordance with
the provisions of Section 122 of the Public Health (London)
Act, 1936, An arrangement was made with the Hackney Borough
Council for the laundering to be carried out at the Hackney
Disinfection Station at a charge per garment.
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Only actually contaminated articles of bed linen and
personal clothing of incontinent persons are accepted for
laundering. A twice weekly service 1s provided and collection
and delivery 1s carried out by the Disinfecting Staff,

The arrangement is working satisfactorily and the service
fills a most needed want.

The laundry of two persons was dealt with during the year
under review,

Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1049

During the year, 327 complaints of infestatlon by rats or
mice were received and in most cases smoke tests of the
drainage of the premises affected were carried out by the rodent
operatives under the supervision of the Public Health
Inspectors. One notice under section 4 (1) of the Act was
served.

Systematlic balting and poisoning was carried out by the
Rodent Operatives at 307 domestic premises and at 190 business
premises, with satlsfactory results.

In accordance with the suggestion of the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisherles and Food, all sewers under the control of the Councill
were baited twice during the year, involving a total of 1,284
manholes., Positive results were obtained in 681 instances,

National Assistance Act, 1948

Under Sectlon 47 of the National Assistance Act, 1948, as
amended by the Natlional Assistance (Amendment) Act, 1951, provision
is made whereby a court of summary Jurisdiction may make an erder
for the removal of ill, infirm or incapacltated persons who are not
recelving proper care and attentlon.

Whilst this provision is necessary in order to deal with
unusual and very difficult céses 1t 1s one which should be resorted
to only when all else has falled,
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During the year under review 1t was found necessary in two
following cases to use the powers of the Act:-

1., Miss L.S., aged 78 years, was found to be infirm and
physically incapasitated and living in insanitary conditions.
She was 1in need o1 urgent hospital treatment and was unable
to devete to herself, and was not recelving from other
persons, proper care and attention, She refused to enter a
hospltal voluntarily and, in her own interests, there was no
alternative but to apply for a removal order, which was
granted by the Magistrate.

2. Mr., E.H., aged about 75 years, was found to be infirm and

living in incanitary conditiens, He wag unable to devote to
imself, and was not recelving from other persons, proper

care and attention, He refused to enter a sultable
institution and, in his own interests, there was no
alternative but to apply for a removal order, which was
granted by the Maglstrate. Mr. H., settled down very
happlly in the Home to which he was admltted and expressed
no desire to leave,.

During the year, 28 other cases were brought to the notice
of the Department where aged persons were in need of attentilon.
It was possible in a number of these to provide necessary care for
these o0ld people in their own homes and the Home Help service
provided by the London County Councll was agaln helpful in this
connection, In other cases where it was not possible to make
satisfactory provision in their own homes the old people were
persuaded to enter a hespital or an lnstitution,

The 0ld People's Welfare Committee, comprising representatives
of the Council and the various local organisations and soclal
settlements, continued to provide all possible assistance to old
people in the Borough by the provision of c¢lubs, home visitatlon,
meals=on=-wheels service, chiropody service, holidays and outings,
ete.,

Of fengsive Trades

There are three premises in the Borough reglstered for the
purpose of carrying on offensive trades, One being the buslness
of fur skin dresser and two poultry slaughterhouses, Twentytwo
visits of inspection were made to these premises.
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The use of the animal slaughterhouse that had been licensed
for many years was discontinued durlng the year,

Rag Flock and Other Fllling Materials Act,1951

This Act provides for the licensing by the local authority of
all premises used for the manufacture and/or storage of filling
materials to which the Aet applies, and for the reglstration of
certain premises where such materlals are used in urholstering,
stuffing or lining of bedding, toys, baby carrlages, etec,

There are no premises in the Borough where rag flock or other
£111ling materials are manufactured but 4U4 premises are reglstered

for the use of such materials in the trades conducted thereln.

Pet Animals Act, 1951

The operation of this Act 1z probably of more importance in
Bethnal Green than in any other London Borough on account of the
Sunday morning dog market which has been held 1in Bethnal Green
for many years and which serves both vendors and purchasers
throughout the whole of the County of London and even beyond,

During the year 15 licences were granted in respect of shops
and 51 licenses in respect of stalls,

Eleven warning letters were sent in connection with various
infringements of the Act.

Clean Air Act, 1956,

During the year, the Council forwarded proposals to the
Ministry of Housing and Local Government for approval to the
making of an order declaring 135 acres of the Borough as a
Smoke Control Area. The Ministry has since given provisional
clearance to these proposals.

A large slum clearance area, comprising 373 privately owned
dwellinghouses, comes within the proposed smoke control area and
in view of the fact that 1ts clearance is not likely to be
completed until 1960, the suggested date for the coming into
operation of the Smoke Control Order 1s lst September, 1960,



The following 1s a summary of the types of propertles
that come within the 136 acres:=-

(1) Dwellinghouses = privately owned  4LT
owned by the Crown 30

o " Borough
Council p 5y
ol " L.C-O. 5 I*gg
$14) Borough Couneil Fiatp o, i e . su ias 636
(11i) 'L.C.C, flats s R e R el N ekl

ey e T R T G SRR P RN
(v) Factories and Industrial Premises T e i

(vi) Shops and other buslness premises . o S0

(vii) Non=business premises =
Hospital
Nurses'! Home
Schools
Church
Church Halls
Meeting Halls
Vicarages

Manse 14

I MO N W e

Atmospheric Peollutlion

A station for the monthly measurement of deposited matter and
of sulphur dioxide 1s installed on the roof of a bullding at one of
the Councll's Depots. The apparatus used 1s in two parts, one
instrument being a deposit gauge for the measurement of ash and grit,
ete., in the atmosphere and the other a lead peroxide instrument by
which fthe amount of sulphur dioxide is measured,

In addition, a second station for recording the dally measure-
ment of pollution by sulphur dioxide and of smoke 15 installed at

fhe Town Hall,

The results obtained from the instruments at the two stations
are communicated to the Department of Scientifie and Industrial

Research,

Hairdressers and Barbers
Section 18 of the London County Council (General Powers) Act,
1954, requires the regilstration of premises and the persons carrying
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SECTION c

HOUSING.

Clearancs Areas

Areas which were represented or were the subject of Public
Inquiry during the year were as follows:=

Clarkson Street 15 houses (Bethnal Green Borough Council)
Eastman 3treet 85 dwellings ; “ a "
Mansford Street 5 houses " . " "
Warner Place 8 houses " " L, L
Bonwell Street 25 houses (London County Council)
Collingwood Street 241 houses R " n
Mansford Street 5 houses b z :
Mdwlem Street 11 houses X " "

Dennlitingdclosigg of Unfit Houses

Having regard to the effect of demolitlon upon adjeoining
property, Closing Orders were made upon four premises in accordance
with Seetion 17 of the Housing Act, 1957, in lleu of making
Demolition Orders.

Closing of Unfit parts of Bulldlings

Following official representation eight Closing Orders
were pade duripg the year under Section 18 of the Housing Act,
1957, prohibiting the use for human habltation of eight rooms,

Overerowding (Housing Act, 1957)

Details of overerowding in the Borough, and of cases where
overcrowding was abated, are glven below:=-

No, of cases

on I‘Egiﬂtﬂ‘r at end of 195? # & a4 = ®w w @ u’39
New cases reported during 1958 . . . . . .

Total 453
Overcrowding abated during 1958. . . . . 101
On register at end of 1958 . . . « . .+ - 352
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Rehoused by London County Counecll . .

Rehoused by Bethnal Green Borough Council
Rehoused Privately

Removed from reglster:-
No longer overcrowded by reason of altered

circumstances

- . T &

- - - L] L] *

Removed, mostly without trace . . .
Removed, premises demolished . . .

Totals

-

Equiv.
Families Adults.

R 78%

& 5 ET

‘ 1 3

« D8 3963

In addition, of cases recommended on medical grounds 4 were
rehoused by the London County Council and 18 removed without trace.

The following legal proceedings were taken during the year:=-

Housing Act, 1957

Permitting the front basement room of a dwelllng-house to he

used for living purpecses in contravention of a Closing Order

made in 1957.

Defendant was fined £10, with £3.3s5.0d costs,

New Housing

During the year new housing accommodatlon was provided as

shown below:=

Names of Premises

Bevin House

Lakeview Estate

Sulkin House

Trevelyan House

Wedgwood House
Apollo House
Calcraft House
Cobden House
Florida Street
Johnson House
Kinsham House

Provided by

Borough Councill

London

do
do
do
do
County Council
do
do
do
do
do

No. of dwellings

31
60
24
24
20
20
Lo
33

9
6u

60
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Names of Premises Provided by No. of dwellings
Lysander House London County Council &0
Pollard Street do 71
Sherbrocke Houge do 10
Sunbury Bulldings

(reconstructed) do 50
Westhope House 4 60
Cadell House )
Shipteon House ) Private 5

Gross Total 641

Housling Statistics

General detalls with regard to inspection of dwelling-houses

are submitted in the following tabular form,

Total number of dwellings in the Borough . . . . . . 15,301

1, Inspectlon of Dwellinghouses during the year:=

(1)(a) Total number of dwellinghouses inspected
for housing defects (under Public Health
R AR AOEE) . L. 6w o oe s oa e 25D
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpese 8,329
(2)(a) Number of dwellinghouses (included under sub=
head (1) above which were 1nspected and
recorded under the Housling Consolldated
DEERIRERRnE,IOES L L L e ek ke o4
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose 137
{(3) Number of dwellinghouses found to be in a
state g0 dangerous or injurious to health
as to be unfit for human habitation . . . 101
(4) Humber of dwellinghouses (excluslve of those
referred to under the preceding sub-head)
found not to be in all respects reasonably
£1t for human habitation ,.. <. « ¢« « « - 1,885

2., Remedy of defects during the year without service of

Formal Notlcesg:=-
Number of dwelllinghouses rendered fit in consequence

of informal action by the Local Authorlty or thelr
Gf fiﬂﬂ I‘E L o L L L L L} L L - L] - Ld - L] - L L] L] an
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3. Action under Statutory Powers during the year:=

(a)

(b)

(ec)

(a)

(e)

Proceedings under Public Health Acts:i=
(1) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which
notices were served requiring defects to be
o P TR S U RSB RR T
(2) Number of dwellinghouses in which defects were
remedied after service of formal notice:=
L) By DRas i it 5 ot e seaMallainisii o E T
(ii) By Local Authority in default of Owners 45
Proceedings under Section 9 of the Housing
Act, 1957:=
(1) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs . ... 2
(2) Number of dwellinghouses which were rendered
fit after service of formal notlices:=
(e g Wy - q8 o . ONRUAT L hs Y o O Mty ppsmepal M T E
(11) By Loecal Authority in default of Owners -
Proceedings under Sectlons 16 and 18 of the
Housing Act, 1957.
(1) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were made . « « s o s & o o -
(2) Number of dwellinghouses demolished in

pursuance of Demclltion Orders. . . . + + « -
{(3) Bumber of houseg closed . . « s « o s ¢ o s 1
Proceedings under Sectlon 16 of the Housing Act,
1957 1=

(1) Number of rooms in separate tenements or under-
ground rooms in respect of which Closing Orders
Were Made . « o s +-%-0 % 5. 8 8 @' 8 Gam. 0 = 8

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of whieh Closing Orders were
determined, the tenement or room having been

I'E'ndﬁrﬂﬂfit PR T TR R DR TR et IR T e TN R -
Proceedings under Section 42 of the Housing Act,
1957 =

(1) Number of dwellinghouses included in Clearance
RERRE L s aia bl L R e i e il S
{2) Number of dwellinghouses demolished as a
result of Clearance Area Procedure, ., . . . « 59






SECTION D

INSFECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

The following table gives the number of food premises in the
Borough, by type of business, the number reglstered under Section
16 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955, or the Milk and Dairies
Regulations, 194921954, inspections made thereat and notices
served.

TABLE 6

INSPECTION OF FOOD PREMISES

Type Number in Number |Inspectlions| Notices
Borough | Registered served
Bakehouses 21 - 585 5
Bakers Shops 22 - 45 “
Butchers L7 42 191 9
Cantesns 34 - 8 -
Confectioners 54 - 26 3
Eel and Pie Shops 8 6 16 -
Fish Curers 9 9 17 -
Frled Flsh Shops 12 12 21 1
Fruiterers/Greengrocers U48 - 41 5
Grocers 70 3 110 8
Ice Cream Premises 151 151 219 5
Licenced Premises 131 - 110 24
Milkshops and Dalries 112 112 154 16
Miscellaneous 21 2 53 5
Other Fish Premises 8 2 25 -
Poultry Slaughterhouses 2 - i i 4 -
Restaurants 81 - 269 39
School Meals Kitchens 10 - 5 -
Street Stalls 233 - 238 .
Totals 1,084 339 1,620 124
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Food and D g Act, 1

During the year legal proceedings in respect of food unfit
for human econsumption were taken as follows:-

Selling loaf of sliced wrapped bread which contalned two
large pleces of metal.
Defendants were fined £5, with E£10.0s.0d costs.

Having in possession for the purpose of sale 32 1lbs. of
margarine intended for but unfit for human consumption,
Defendants were fined £20, with £3.38.02 costs.

During the year sixteen complaints were recelved from members
of the public who alleged the unsatisfactory conditlon of food
purchased by then. The following were the foods concerned:-

Bread, Meat Fle.
Cakes. Cheese.
Milk. Acetle Acid,
Canned Salmon. Frult Salad.

The vast majority of the complaints were in respect of the
presence of forelgn matter in the foodstuffl concerned,

These complaints were fully investigated and all necessary
action taken. In the case of one of the bread complalnts legal
proceedings were taken and the result is shown above,

In addition a2 complaint was received concerning the sale of
sherbet in very fraglle glass phlals. This potentizl source of
danger to children had previously been polnted out to the
manufacturer who had promised to discontinue the sale of this
line in 1956. He had, however,now re-issued the article and
had endeavoured to make them safe by wrapping the glass phial
with a stlcky label.

Upon being informed that the phials were stlll a danger to
young children who in endeavouring to open the phials would often
break the glass; the manufacturer declded to cease the sale of

sherbet in these containers,
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Food Hyglene Regulations, 1955

Summonses were taken out against an occupler of food
premises in respect of the undermentioned offences:=

(i) Regulation 5, Carrying on food business in unsanitary
premises, the use of which, because of the condltion
thereof, exposed food to risk of contamination.

(11) Regulation 6(2). Allowing wooden containers intended
for containing food in couse of food business to
become contaminated,

(111) Regulation 14 (1)(a). ©Falling to keep water closet at
food premises in clean and efficlent order.

(iv) Regulation 14 (5). Falling to maintain in a prominent
and suitable position near sanitary convenlence at food
premises a clearly legible notice requesting users to
wash their hands after uslng convenlence,

(v) Regulation 23 (1). Failing to keep clean the floors,
woodwork and walls of food rooms.

(vi) Regulation 23 (1)(b). TFailing to keep food rooms in
such good order, repair and condition as to prevent risk
of infestation by mice,

(vii) Regulation 24. Allowing refuse and filth to accumulate
in food rooms where food was stored.

The Justices imposed fines totalling £21 in the case of
summonses (1), (11), (111i), (iv) and (wvl1), and granted an
absolute discharge 1n respect of summonses (v) and (vii).

In addition, 1t was found necessary on thirteen occaslons
to serve notices in respect of the following requirements of the
Regulations at other food premises in the Borough:-

Regulatlion Partlculars No. of contra=-
No. ventions,
6 Unclean or defective
articles of equipment 9
8 Food insufficlently protected
from risk of contamination. 6
14 Sanitary conveniences elther
not kept clean or unsultable 4
16 Inadequate handwashing facilitiles

or insufficient suitable water
supply or no proper water supply 5
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IH_ul
18
19
23
24
27
Milk Supply
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Particulars No. of contra=
ventions

No proper storage accommo=
dation for staff clothing 3
Inadequate faclllitles for
washing equipment 1
Food rooms in unclean, unsuitable
or defective condition 12
Unnecessary accumulations of
refuse &
No sultable covered
receptacle for waste, 1

(1) 1Inspection of Fremlses

A total of 15U visits were made in 1958, to dairles and other
premises in the Borough used in connection with the distributlion of
milk and in 16 instances appropriate action was taken to deal with
unsatisfactory conditions which were found to exlst,

(2) Registration and Licensing

Details of premises on the register at the end of 1958, and the
number of licenses issued during the year under the Milk (Speclal
Designation) Regulations, 1949 to 1954, are set out as follows:=

Number of Premises on
Register at end of year

Dﬂlﬂ&ﬂ----;.-----*a 1.3
Distributors ¢
(a) Inside the Borough . . . . 29

(b) Outside the Borough. . . . 28
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Number of Licenses issued under Milk (Special
Designation) (Pasteurised and Sterilised Milk)
Regulations, 1949 to 1953 and Milk (Special
Designation) (Raw Milk) Regulations,1949 to 1954

Sterilised Pasteurlsed Tuberculin
Tested
Dealers' Licenses 99 67 35
Dealers' Supplemen-
tary Licenses 26 23 23
Totals 125 90 58

(3) Milk Sampling

During 1958, 31 informal samples of mllk were submitted to the
Public Analyst for examination, all of which were reported as genuilne
In addition, 22 samples of heat treated milk were submitted to tests,
the results of which are set out in Table 7,

TAEBELE T
Class of Ne. Phosphatase test | Methylene Blue Test
Milk Tested. Passed Falled, Passed Falled Vold
Pasteure joiap 22 ‘ 22 - -
ised

21l samples of milk were submitted to test Por presence of

chlorates as an indication of the efficilency of bottle washing.
All were found to be free from same,

Unsound Food

During the year under review the Food Inspector examined
and took appropriate action in relation to unsound food on
63 occasions. Details of the food together with quantities
are set out as follows:=
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Other Foodstuffs

HEML o 5 a. & Seg #iea-w o-n o o
Grapefrult . . + « &« « =+ & =

GrapeB. « « « = s s o ¢ o' o o =
Vegetables., . « « ¢« » ¢ » & ¢ &
BOUP + s s = = # = » = % & » @
PRIt .. 6. 5 ¢ 0% s 0 & & & %=
PIgh . o i o o' 6 5.4 s e viw .
Gherking . « o » v = o o o o »
MIIE . « 55 % «a o 3 & 5. 2a°% @
Sauerkraut... = « s » « « o o »
Meat Paste, + « =« » « s s + »

Ha008 4 & + a4 0.8 85 & 9 8.
Varlous . . « ¢ ¢ ¢ s o ¢ o = »

In addition, 9 ewt. 15 1lbs. of varlous
foodstuffs was selzed at a food shop in the
and destroyed.

Condemned food 1s collected by Council
where suitable, used for animal food.

Food and Drugs Act

Quantity
Tons, OCwts. 1bs.
. 2 9 518
& 5 68
. | 16 50
. L 82
e 1l 0
. 60
. 50
; 3T%
. 10
L 18 73

. 190 cases, U4 tins.

. 20 crates
69 trays

. 427 tins

. 392 tins

. 115 tins

. 92 tins

. 30 tins, 27 Jars.

., 28 tins

. 25 tins

. 159 Jars

. 23 bottles

,1016é tubes, 299 tins,
54 packets, 52 bottle:

9 Jars.

tinned and other
Borough, condemned

and destroyed or,

Mr. H.A. Parkes, B.Sec., F.R.I.C. of 161, Bow Road, E,3 1s Public

Analyst for the Borough.
Out of a total of 204 informal samples

examined by the Public

Analyst during 1958, 5 samples were found to be adulterated,
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TABLE 9

Action taken in regard to samples reported by the Public

Analyst to be not genulne.

ample |
Sﬂap Article Result of Analysis Actlon
20 Acetic Acld Incorrectly labelled |Letter of
caution
58 Sago Contaminated with Purther
mouse excrement sample
taken -
genmuine
122 Malt Vinegar Incorrectly labelled |Letter of
cautlon
153 Mint Sauce Contained 15.0 per cent do.
of Allanthus leaves
172 Mint Sauce Contained 15.0 per cent do.
of Allanthus leaves

Preservatives in Food
The routine practlce under which all samples of milk, butter,
margarine and cheese submitted to the Public Analyst, are examined

for the presence of a preservative was continued turoughout the year

and in no instance was a preservatrive found to be present,

Ice Cream

During the year, 12 applicatlons for registration for the sale
of ice cream were approved and 18 premises were removed from the
reglster upon ceasing the sale of lce cream.
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At the end of the year there were 151 reglstered premises 1in
the Borough. 219 inspections of these premises were made durlng
the year and in 5 instances notices were served concerning
insanitary condltions.

9 samples of ice cream were submitted to the Methylene Blue’
test and graded as follows:=

grade 1 ‘.. ..
Grade 2 .. ..
grade J .. <o
Grade 4 .. ..

= = D

The samples of 1lce cream Graded 2, 3 and 4 were all from the
same manufacturer in the Borough. After examlnation 1t was found
that a defect in the equipment was responsible for the
unsatisfactory condition of the ice cream,

Basement Bakehouses

In accordance with Section 54 of the Factorles Act, 1937,
during the year the six basement bakehouses in the Borough, 1n
respect of which certificates of sultability had been 1lssued,
were examined., In five cases it was considered that the conditions
Justified the continuance of the certificates but in the case of
the sixth bakehouse the occupler was notified that the certificate
-of suitability in respect of his premises would cease to have
effect after a period of twelve months.

Food Polsoning

Notifications (corrected) totalled three.

lNo food poisioning organisms were lsolated. Suspected food
in two cases 1n same household, was camned salmon; but the batch of
tins from which the salmon was purchase& was found in sound condition,.

There were no deaths.
Milk in Schools

The arrangements for sampling milk at London County Council
Schools continued without variation, A total of 19 samples were
submitted for examination, all of which satisfled the prescrilibed
tests.



—-3 9-

BREBT LGN E

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS DISEASE

The total number of notifications of infectious dlsease,
excluding Food Polsoning, during 1958 was 342, as compared with

1,077 in 1957.

All four cases of poliomyelitis were paralytic. One of
these did not reside in the Borough but the dlsease was diagnosed
in a Bethnal Green hospltal.

The number of cases of other dlseases notified is shown in
Table 10 which follows, and requires no speclal comment.

The arrangement whereby any varilatlon in the original
diagnosis is notified by the Hospital Authorities continued in
operation during the year, and Table 10, which gives details of
cases notified, has again been prepared with a column showing
the corrected figures for each disease affer taking into
consideration the latest informatlon gsupplied by hospitals.
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Tuberculosis

During the year fermal notifications {corrected) under the
Public Health (Tuberculesis) Regulations, 1952, were receilved in
respect of 38 cases of respiratory tuberculosis as compared wilth
41 respiratory and 2 nonerespiratory cases for the previous year.

The following table gives detalls of the age and sex lincldence
of these cases:=

TABLE 11

Primary Notifications

ol

Age periods On [L=|2= 50|10 15=|20«| 25=|35=| 45| 55=| 65« 75=| Total

Respiratory
males o Lmdead 1l oidad- b3 3065 2034 %052 ] 2%
Respiratory
females PR G IS T T R W e e IR e
Non-resplra=
tory
males - |- =| =| = - - - - - - - - =
None-respirae

Tory
fE'll!a.lBE - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

In addition to the above, informatlon was received of 28 other
cases by transfers from other areas, and two by death returns from
Local Reglstrar,

There were 9 deaths during the year certlified as beling due to
tuberculosis.

The fcllowing table shows the number of cases on the Tuberculosis
Register at the end of 1957, variations which have taken place during
the year, and the number of cases remaining on the Register on the
31st December, 1958.
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TABLE 12
Pulmonary Non=Pulmonary
Total
Males |FPemales |Males Females
kﬁ. of cases on reglster
1.1.58 431 315 61 68 875
No. of cases notified
during 1958 2y 14 = - 38
Other cases added to
register during 1958 12 15 p * - 28
46T | 344 62 68 941
Mo, of cases removed from
register during 1958 58 45 3 Y 110
[Remaining on reglster
31.12.58 409 299 59 6L 831

Mass_Radiography

During the year, a Mass Radlography Unlt of the North East
Metropolitan Reglonal Hosplital Board carried out a survey in the
Borough from the 23rd September to 13th October.

The first week of the survey was spent by the Unit in visits
to four of the largest housing estates in the Borough. The
response to these vieits was most disappointing, only 588 persons
attending for examination. For the other two weeks the Unlt was
based at the Town Hall where sesslons were held for the general
public and for organised groups from factories, offices, ete., when
2,242 persons attended,

The total of these figures, 2,830, compares with 2,716 persons
who were X-rayed when the Unit visited Bethnal Green during 1955.

The following information has been furnlshed by the Medlcal
Director of Mass Radlography Unit 6B:=

Number X-rayed on Miniature Film: Male 1,491 Female 1,339 Total 2,830

Number Recalled for Large Film Male 38 Female 22 Total 60

Numb d
er Referre igﬁaggiggggﬂn Mals 14 Female 7 Total 21
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Contacts or Carriers of Infectlous Disease = Sickness Beneflt

Circular 115/48 of the Ministry of Health empowers the Medical
Officer of Health to 1ssue certificates to persons who have been in
contact with or who are carrlers of infectious disease, thus
enabling them to claim sickness beneflt under the Natlonal Insurance
Acts, when he deems 1t necessary to exclude such persons from work,
It is only exceptionally that it 1s necessary to require a contact
or carrier of infectious disease to stay away from work and durlng
the year under review no certificates were 1ssued.

It was however necessary on one occasion to exclude a food
handler from her place of work whilst she was a contact of a case
of infectlious dlsease. This woman, who was not entitled to Nationa
Health sickness benefit, applied to the Council for payment of loss
of earnings and the consent of the Minlstry of Housing and Local
Goverrment, 1n accordance with Section 228 (1) of the Local Govern=-
ment Act, 1933, was obtailned to the payment of an agreed amount,
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SECTION F
MISCELLANEDUS
Burial of the Dead

In accordance with Section 50 of the National Assistance Act,
1948, the Council 1s responsible fur the burial or cremation of the
body of any person who had dled or heun found dead within the Bbrough,
and where no private arrangements are belng made for the disposal
of the body. Authority is given to recover from the estate of the
deceased person, or from any person who, under the Act, was llable
to maintain the deceased immediately prior to his/her death, the
expenses incurred 1n carrylng out the duty, in so far as these
expenses are not covered by any grant under the Hntional Insurance
Act, 1046,

During the year 10 burials were arranged by the Department
at a cost of £92.5s.0d., of which £65.12.3d., was recovered up to
the end of the year,

Mortuary

The arrangement between the boroughs of Hackney, Shorediteh,
Stoke Newington and Bethnal Green whereby the Hackney Mortuary 1s
 the main mortuary for use by the four boroughs with the Bethnal
@reen Mortuary belng malntalned as a reserve for use 1n emergencles
is working satlsfactorily.

mEharman_;nﬁ Polsons Act, 1933

The provisions of the Act and the Polsons Rules relating to the
sale of polsons specified in Part II of the Folsons Llst were
adminisfered durling the year.

During 1958, the names of 43 persons were retained on, and five
persons added to the Council's 1list of Persons entitled to sell Part
IT Polsons.

All applications are inrnntigatad to ensure compliance with the
Act and Polsons Rules.

Swimming Baths

11 samples of water were taken during the year from the Council's
Swimming Baths, 10 of which were submitted for chemical analysls and
1 for bacteriological examination, The reports showed that the water
consistently maintained a high degree of purity.
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Medical Examination of Councllis Staff

The Medical Officer of Health carried out the following medical
examinatlions of members of the Councll's staff:-

Appointments and inelusion withln
Superannuation Scheme ., . o = « « « o + o 63
Inclusion within Sick Pay Schemes ., . . . . 61
Absent through illness for over cne month . 65
GEREO 05 %5 5. 0t Bl e e R e -

International Certificates of Vaceinatlion and Inoculation

_Arrangements continued during the year for the authentication
by the Medical Officer of Health of Certificates of Vaceination and
Inoculation. These ecertificates are required by persons proceeding
abroad from this country and the purpose of the authentication 1s to
provide information to health authoritles abroad that the signature
of the person issulng the certificate 1s that of a reglstered medical
practitioner.

Land Charges Act, 1925

Information concerning sanitary notices and Orders outstanding
on premises in the Borough and &also details of drainage systems 1s
provided to the Town Clerk in respect of applications under the
above Act.

Enguirles in respect of 222 premises were dealt with during the

year,
&
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SECTION G

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES OTHER THAN
THOSE PROVIDED BY THE BORCUGH COUNCIL

e e e e — e

(a) Laboratory Facllities

Bacteriological examinations are carried out by the Publilc
Health Laboratory Service (directed by the Medical Research
Council for the Ministry of Health) at the laboratory, County
Hall, 8.E.1l.

This lzboratory is available for both medlcal and sanitary
bacteriology. 4 stock of specimen outfits is maintained at the
FPublic Heslth Department and these are lssued to medical
practitioners upon request.

(p) Ambulance Facllitles

The London County Council which undertook responsibility for the
provision of ambulance transport within the administrative County of
London on the coming into force of the National Health Service Act,
1946, continued to provide this service during 1958.

2. HnBEitalﬁ

The followlng Hoepitals in the Borough continued to be adminlistered
by the North East Mstropolltan Regional Hospital Board:=

Total bed complement =

Bethnal Qreen Hospital ., . . . . « . 301
Mildmay Mission Hospital . . . . . » 56
Queen Elizabeth Hospital for Children
(with branches at Shadwell and Banstead) 287
% These figures do not necessarlly
represent beds staffed and in use,

The London Chest Hospltal designated a Teaching Hospltal and
under the control of a Board of Governors, Ais also situated within
the Borough and the Tuberculosls Dispensary established at this
Hospital, which serves Bethnal Green and part of the Borough of
Hackney, continued to function during the year,

The Little Folks Home at Bexhill, which is assoclated with thu
Queen Elizabeth Hospital for Children, has a complement of 40 beds.
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3. Personal Health Services

The following information regarding the operation of the personal
health services in the Borough during 1958, has been furnished by
Dr. G.0. Mitchell, Divisional Medical Officer (Division 5) London

County Council,

[a) Services Availabie

Day Nurseriles

Pritchards Road, E.Z2.
University House, Sugar Loaf Walk, E.Z2.

Greenwood Maternity and Child Welfare Centre, Peel Grove,E.2.

School Treatment Centres:=

Bethnal Green School Treatment Centre, Lyte Street, E.Z2.
Rochelle Street Treatment Centre, Rochelle Street School, E.2

Foot Clinlc

Bethnal Green School Treatment Centre, Lyte Street, E.2.
Monday and Tuesday afternoons = 2 = 5 p.m.

(b) Statistics
(1) Infant Welfare Centre

Total No. of children who first attended during the
year and who on the date of thelr first attendance
were under one year of age. . » . e.s.7 » » & = 696

Total No. of children who attended during the year and who
were born in:=-

PR T AR st i e Ve i Sl Tk TR L 598
ol b L ARNPESCRNC IR e o T YR T e e PR N 317
R Bl T S AR O s
Total attendances By childran--
Under 1 year of 820 . .« + « v+ ¢ o 4 o ¢+ v v o« 8, 388

1—53’331‘501’35&.....r.--#-.-..--l,jll
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(2) Ante=natal and Post-natal clinies

Ante-natal consultations:=

No. of women who attended during year ., . . . .

No. of new cases 1ncluded in above .. . . . . .

THERL SChOndBONE o o 4o v s & bin S e

No. of women who attended for post=natal
consultations T iy L e e ol e e R e

(3) Health Visitors

No. of chlldren visited during year . . . . . .

No. of children under one 3ear of age visited for

RN TIPS DI . i i e e e s e e
Total visits to children under 1 year of age. .,
Total visits to children aged 1 year and under

2 xea‘rs ® 2 W L LICEE I R * ®* B ° ® @ " . ']
Total visits to children aged 2 years and under
5 TEE!‘& - - ’ a3 L - - L] L - - ® ® . a - ] L] L

No, of expectant mothers visited. . . . . . . .
Total vislts to expectant mothers . . . . . . .

(4) Infant Life Protection

No. on register at end of year:e
b g R L R A O e e
FﬂE t'er E hil dran & - ] L] L L L] L] L L] - - - L] -

(5) Child Minders (Daily Guardians)

No. of Child Minders « Statutory . . . + + o
Veluntary . . + & + o'

No. of children minded = Statutory. . . . . . .
VYoluntary¥. « o.5-5 o »

(6) Care of Premature Infants

No. of premature live births during the year .
No. of such children who died within 28 days of

birth

. o« 246
. «» 198
+ 1,480

. 4,464

2
. 6,098

£l 3.3“9
. 6,229

. 421
. 1,304

. 41






