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e Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
the Metropolitan Borough of Bethnal Green.

28th October, 1940.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Notwithstending the difficult circumstances through
which this Department, in common with all the Council's
services, heas been passing during the past year, the necessary
records had been compiled for the usual annusl report. i
Having regard, however, to the expense, labour and paper
involved in printing such a document at the present time ’
and in pursusnce of the suggestion of the Ministry of Health,
I am substituting & brief interim report on a few essential
metters, leaving & fuller account of the year's work until
efter the wear.

VITAL SIATISTICS.

The yeer was exceptionally favourzble for low mortality
and the generzl death rate was 11.5 per thouzsnd of the
estimated civil populetion and the infent death rate 51 per
thousand live births. The birth rate reached its lowecst
point in the history of the borough at 12.8 per thousand of
the population. Meternsl wortality also kept at & low level
at 1.7 per thousend totel births (live and still). The
Registrar-Generzl hes furnished two estimates of the mld-year

pulation: civilian, for the celculetion of death rates,
5,020; end totzl, for the celeculetion of birth rate, 90,130.

INFECIIOUS DISEASE.

Notifiable disease was 2lso substentially less than in
previous years. Diphtheria fell from 235 cases in 1938 to
138, Bcarlet fever from 348 to 219, Erysipelas from 75 to 54
end Pneumoniz from 130 to 90. I'he only substantisl increase
to note was Whooping Cough from 44 to 165 cezses, On the
other hand, Meesles missed its expected biennial pesk and
only contributed 16 cases. e

Tuberculosis appesred to share in the generel
lmprovement, 101 new cases coming to light, compered with
129 in the previous ye«r. The work of the Tuberculosis
Dispensary has been meintained with very little reduction or
modification through the wer, but there wes some reduction
in the work of the Tuberculosis Visitors, whose services wers
teken for A.R.P. First Ald in September. I regret it is not
possible for me, consistent with the brevity of this report,
to include the ennual report of Dr. H.T.Howell, the Clinical
Tuberculosis Officer, who offers in it & wise warning zbout
the possible regression of Iubcreculosis mortality &3 2 result
of the war and suggests the desirebility of o systematic
X-rey examination of ‘the entire populzation betwsen 15 and 25



MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

Up to the end of August, the Maternity and Child Welfere
services were carried on in full activity but the outbrecek
of wer caused 2 gre:st desl of disturbance of their normal
functioning. There are only two Welfare Centres in the
Borough and both had been esrumearked as First Ald Posts.
Their occupation for this purpose had the effect of closing
Hereford Street entirely £s = Welfsre Centre end leaving
availsble only the upper floor at Cornwall Avenue. Even more
serious wes the loss of the.Heclth Visitors who, owing to the
ebsence of other trained nurses, were tronsferred to the
various First Aid rPosts in the Borough. At the scme tiume,
the difficulties with regerd to accommodation snd their own
circuustences prevented the temporery professional steff
tttending the centres. Notwithstanding 2ll these adverse
circuastences, Dr. A.M. Purce, the dedical Officer in charge,
carried on with the sssistance of the dispenser, clerk and
storekecper and essentizl clinics were mainteined.
Subseguently, two of the Heslth Visitors were released from
First Aid duties to resume their normal work and &t the end
of the yezr the remeinder werce so relessed, and & DEntﬁl Clinie
session wes resumed.

FOOD.

Ine sampling of food for analysis, examinstion of food
to check its soundness and the inspection of food premises to
ensure their suitebility &nd cleanliness were all actively
carried on during the year, elthough the time of the staff
was pertly transferred teo A.KH.P. duties in the last 3 or 4
months. I em glad to record that the number of cowhouses in
the borough hazs now fzllen to 4 and there is only one private
sleughterhouse left.

SANITATIO D HOUS .

50 far as it can be meesured by statistics and notwith-
standing the inevitable disturbance at the end of the year,
the work of the sanitzry inspectors during 1939 wes fully up
to the stendard of previous years, no fewer than 37,393
sanitary defects of various kinds being remedied during the
Year.

The wer has hslted the substantial progress which was
being mede in the redevelopment of the borough but it may well
be that the destruction which is now going on will be followed
by a2 bigger znd bolder conception in the rehousing of the
people of Ezst London.







