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To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Metropolitan Borough of Battersea.

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I beg to present to you the Annual Report on the health of Battersed
for the year 1961, which follows in the main the form of previous
reports.

The population of the Borough, which has been gradually declining
was reduced still further in 1961 to 104,980, according to the Registrar”
General’s mid-year estimate. This figure, which has been used 1P
calculating the various statistical rates, shows a reduction of 2,140 o
the estimated population in 1960. The preliminary results of the 1961
Census have, however, now been received, according to which the
population of Battersea is 105,758.

The live birth rate for the year was 19.18 per thousand of th®
population, an increase over the figure of 17.5 for the previous yeal
while the death rate was 10.87, showing a slight increase over |
year’s figure of 10.09. The birth rate for London was 16.8, and fﬂ;
England and Wales 17.4, while the death rate for London was 11
and for England and Wales 12.0. As in previous years the rates given are
the adjusted rates arrived at after the use of the Registrar-Genﬂfﬂ”
comparability factor.

In previous Reports no special mention has been made to the sub.'_l'-":l
of illegitimacy ; this year I think a few comments would be approprid
since from time to time references are made to this social prcbiﬁﬂé
from the national point of view. In 1961 there were, in fact,

illegitimate live births out of the total 2,055 live births belongi :':
Battersea. In 1960 there were 192 illegitimate live births, so that th¢ ¢
was an increase in 1961 of 40 illegitimate live births over the pre-vli-f!‘:’m

year. If this figure of 232 is taken as a percentage of the total ! e
births, we find that in Battersea in 1961, 11.3%, of all live births wﬁ.;ﬂ
illegitimate. No figures are yet available for London and the rest b
the Country for 1961, but the corresponding figure for 1960 for Lond%
was 11.4%, and for England and Wales 5.4%. It is thus seen ﬂ{:h
Battersea, in common with London generally, has a comparatively hi
proportion of illegitimate births.

This is an important social problem embracing as it does 111"“!];

questions such as the educational, the employment of leisure, the bly
of family life, the spiritual, the moral and other related and P,-.?ba of
more abstruse factors. It is well recognised that a high proportiof -
illegitimate births is to be expected in London, and, presumably, ore
would apply to Battersea. For instance, there are proportionately ::adi’
single women in London, with an influx of a number who may | rried
be pregnant. The facilities which London provides for an unm?mou;
mother to have her baby away from her own home, possibly wllmﬂf'l
the knowledge of relations and friends, and in many cases, & “en
anonymously, are peculiar to the Metropolis. Thus, good facilities he
ante-natal care and the confinement are available, and subquuf-‘-'ﬂ[:’;
help, support and guidance of Moral Welfare Organisations F’aﬂ for
provided. These are some reasons why London has an attractio

an unmarried woman who has become pregnant. In Battersed:
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Instance, there is a Home run by a voluntary organisation where some
Unmarried mothers can be cared for before their babies are born, where
¥ can return with their babies, where arrangements can be made for
adoption, if necessary, and for advising and helping the mother. There are
Similar Mother and Baby Homes in most of the London Metropolitan
Oroughs, Many of the girls in these homes come, of course, from areas
Outside London, and excellent work is done by the staff and the moral
Welfare organisations in helping the mothers, some of whom are quite
Young, Close contact is maintained with the Health Visitors and
ildren’s Department of the London County Council, where necessary.
ese are some of the reasons why Battersea, in common with other
London Boroughs, has an illegitimacy rate above the national rate.
evertheless, although the problem in Battersea is probably less serious
than jt would appear from the figures, it is one that must tax the re-
SOurces of Educationalists, Youth Organisations, Social Workers and
+1& Churches, and others concerned with community well-being., If it
I8 possible to derive any satisfaction from this subject, it is to note that
ontrary to what is often expected, the care which these babies receive
' Battersea, is as good as, or better than, those born in wedlock receive.
Thig i certainly the case as judged by the infant mortality rate amongst
legitimate babies, which in 1961 was only 12.93 per thousand illegiti-
Mate live births as compared with 22.49 for legitimate babies. It must
be said, however, that in 1960, the illegitimate infant death rate was
“onsiderably higher.

The infant mortality rate generally rose slightly in 1961 to 21.41

?‘El‘ thousand live births from last year’s rate of 18.11. The correspond-
D¢ rates for London, and England and Wales, were 21.5 and 21.4
Pectively. This rate has been reduced to a comparatively low level,
?d yearly fluctuations are inevitable ; it is the general downward trend
hich s important. This is seen from the rates which have been

;'.%Ol‘ded over the past ten years. A very low rate of 17.6 was noted
11952 and last year’s rate of 18.11 was a reduction over the previous
3{;&1-_ It is unlikely, however, as I outlined in my Annual Report for
: 54, that the curve of reduction will resume a rapid further decline
ull the causes of death in the first month of life are more fully

Nderstood,

Sye.L @m very pleased to be able to report for the second year in

T ession that there were no deaths from puerperal causes in 1961,

ca 'S 1s the first occasion that there have been no deaths from puerperal

ula“*ﬁﬂﬂ in Battersea over a period of two consecutive years, a ** record ”

o t fﬁﬂﬂ;ﬂts mhuch credit on all concerned with the care and welfare of
mothers.

% 1961 was a year when an increase in the number of Measles cases
te. SXpected, and duly realised, there being a total of 1,906 cases of
.5 disease as against 186 in 1960, making a total of all infectious
S€ases notified of 2,187 compared with 558 in 1960. With the
ral;el?hﬂﬂ of Diphtheria there was no particularly outstanding feature in
Waahml to infectious diseases, though the number of cases of Dysentery
Re educed by over half to 32 from 68. Included in the body of the
theP“Ft Is some account of the cases of diphtheria which occurred in

Carly part of the year. Although there were only three clinical
there and these, fortunately, of a mild type, our investigations showed

Was, in one part of the Borough, a considerable amount of infection

dj
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by the germ that causes this disease. Steps taken to deal with this
situation were thorough, although prolonged, because it was not until
some two months after we became aware of the first cases that we were
satisfied that there was no more risk of diphtheria cases, or carriers:
arising in the area. I take this opportunity of thanking my colleagues
who took an active part in dealing with the situation. The main work
fell on Dr. Plumley, who was well supported by the Public Health
Inspectors, the Health Visitors and School Nurses. The teaching staff
of the schools concerned were most co-operative in placing facilities at
our disposal for taking swabs, and 1 would particularly like to thank the
Director of the Public Health Laboratory, Dr. A. J. H. Tomlinsof
for the immense amount of work which his Laboratory undertook.
QOutbreaks of diphtheria have in recent years occurred in other parts of
London, and in some cases the illness has proved fatal. We escap!
the tragedy of a child dying from this disease, but the lesson is plaif:
Although diphtheria is now comparatively rare, owing in large measur®
to the facilities for immunisation against the iliness, it is important that
parents should not neglect to ensure that their children are immunised
and that reinforcing injections are given at appropriate intervals.

I have commented in previous years on the declining number of
cases of Tuberculosis, and this continued in 1961, when there were ©-
cases of tuberculosis notified in Battersea as compared with 79 in 19
In addition, 47 other cases came to our notice, making a total of 110
cases in 1961, against 123 in the previous year. On the other hand:
in 1961 there was an increase in the number of deaths from this diseas®
to 13.

The figures for home accidents in 1961 do not show very marked
differences from previous years. I have not hitherto referred to dea i
from motor vehicle accidents, since this is not primarily a public heal
problem, but it is one that cannot be disregarded. In 1961, there Wef
in fact, 19 deaths from motor vehicle accidents in the Borough. TH¢
Battersea Road Safety Committee is active in co-ordination with th
various Organisations in the Borough which are concerned with road
accident prevention.

of

Nor have I in past years made any comment on the numbef 5
deaths from suicide, of which, in 1961, there were 16, ten men 7
six women, comprising 1.3%, of all deaths in Battersea. This may 1%
at first sight, appear to be a very large proportion of the total death®
but the present is an opportune moment to comment on the situdti®
Prior to the passing of the Suicide Act of 1961, attempted suicide Was
criminal offence, although the police rarely took proceedings, and rl;th:g
only when this was necessary, to ensure that the person conce’
received appropriate medical treatment. This is the crux of the matt®
for practically all cases of suicide are in some way suffering from me of
illness, and if treatment can be given to cases of potential suicide,
those who have attempted suicide, then death in this tragic way M5y
be prevented. It is, therefore, proper to mention the Mental ! Act.
Act of 1959, which came into operation in November, 1960. This ©,
is not, at present, administered by the Borough Council, but bY “
London County Council. It is an Act which gives legislative for™
present-day thinking about mental illness generally, and so far a5 = 4q
Health Authorities are concerned its main provisions are directed Wﬁm.
the care, support and welfare of the mentally disordered in the
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Munity. Already, through the London County Council’s Divisional Health

Ommittee, a strong Department has been built up locally. The treat-
Ment and the community care and support of cases of potential suicide
S @ small part of the work of the Community Mental Welfare Service,
but, for all that, an important part. Cases of potential suicide present
Many complicated problems for the psychiatrist and the social worker,

UL it is hoped that as the years go by and this work comes to fruition,
there will be a marked reduction in the number of cases of suicide, many
O them occurring under tragic circumstances.

The work of the Public Health Inspectors in supervising and im-
Proving environmental conditions in Battersea was continued thpmtgh
the Year, and the records of the works will be found in the Tables in t?lﬂ

€port. With regard to Slum Clearance, we were probably not quite
%0 active in 1961 as we had been in the previous year, but the areas
ich were represented in 1960 were confirmed in 1961, and the work

rehousing and demolition of the houses in these areas commenced
continues.

Further progress was made in 1961 in implementing the Clean Air
%"1 This year I include a map of the Borough showing the Smoke
].Dﬂtml Areas already confirmed, and the areas south of the railway
Me which are to be “* declared ™ in the ensuing vears. The area to the
10rth of the railway line has been deliberately not included in our
“ailed plans at this stage, because of the very extensive rehousing
Velopment which is proceeding in these areas. By the time that the
't of Battersea to the south of the railway has been completed it is
s Pected that the re-development in the northern area, where all the
W houses and flats will have appliances for burning smokeless fuel,
Yl render the conversion of this part of the Borough into a Smoke
Ontrol Area a comparatively easy problem.

During the year the staff at the Personal Cleansing Station was
::d“‘lﬂd. owing to the diminution of the work, so that we now have
O Women bathing attendants, who are employed approximately for the
E‘-‘W&Ient of 14 full-time persons. A glance at the Table on page 54
OWs how the amount of work has varied over the years, and the
:Eﬁrkﬂd reduction which has taken place since 1958, culminating in 1961,
ig N only 86 adults and 305 children needed treatment. This reduction
the result of two main factors : firstly, the undoubted improvement in
%ﬁner‘” standards, and, secondly, the introduction of a new method of
ttﬁt&tmﬂnt which can be carried out at home. The arrangements with
by \vandsworth Borough Council and the Lambeth Borough Council,
Clo. Nich cases of these two Boroughs are treated at the Battersea
“ansing Station, continued.

M [ reported last year that Dr. T. A. Plumley was appointed as Deputy
thfdmﬂl Officer of Health, and he duly took up his duties in March of
l'.nes year. It was a great pleasure to welcome Dr, Plumley to the Depart-
f!mm' Where he soon made himself at home. He arrived at an opportune
ﬂiphmtﬁm' for he was able to give considerable help in the outbreak of

eria in the early part of the year.

hag In May, the Department said ** Good-bye ™ to Miss J. Round, who
Dj been a Public Health Inspector and, more latterly, an Infectious
thiz-’l&?ﬁ and Old People’s Visitor, over a period of forty years. During

'Mme Miss Round rendered outstanding service in the Department
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and the Borough, and we were sorry to lose her. She left with good
wishes from all of us for a long and well deserved retirement. In hef
place the Health Committee appointed Mrs, M. I. Richards, who
took up duties in August as a Visitor for Old People, and Infectious
Diseases. Mrs. Richards quickly picked up the work, and has proved
a valuable member of the Department.

The publication of my Annual Report provides a pleasant oppor
tunity for thanking many people who have helped me personally, and the
Department, through the year. They are too numerous to mention, but
I would particularly like to thank Councillor Miss E. A. Coles, J.P-
Chairman of the Health Committee, for her continued help and guidance
and all members of the Health Committee and the Housing Committe®
for their support. I should like, also, to thank all the staff of the Health
Department, especially the Chief Public Health Inspector, Mr. Weeks:
and all the Chief Officers and their staff for their help and co-operation
during the vear.

I have the honour to be, Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

J. TUDOR LEWIS,
Medical Officer of Health

June, 1962.
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Public Health in Retrospect
1861-1961

Once again T have been reading the Annual Reports written during
the Jast century by Dr. William Connor, Medical Officer of Health for
the Parish of Battersea, a Sub-district of the Wandsworth Sanitary

istrict, and the following information from his Report for the year
861, together with some comparative figures for 1961, will, I feel sure,
of interest.

At the Census in 1861 the population of Battersea was stated to be
19,582 (1961—105.758). During the year 505 deaths were registered—
265 males and 240 females (1961—2,168 deaths, 1,030 males and 1,138
females), this figure being 106 in excess of the previous year. Dr. Connor
Mates—* This increase is attributable to the fatality of scarlet fever,
w,ﬁﬂﬂping cough, diarrhoea, and fever. Diseases of the brain, heart,

igestive, and respiratory organs, were also unusually fatal during the
Year under review.” Of the 505 deaths, 112 occurred in the workhouse,
ﬂ"? infirmary attached to which was the hospital for the entire Sanitary
Dlstrict composed of Wandsworth, Clapham, Battersea, Putney and
Ochampton, and Streatham, including Tooting and Balham. Of these
112 deaths, 92 were of persons in no way connected with the parish of
Battersea. Dr. Connor makes no mention of the number of Battersea
'esidents who died outside Battersea. (Of the 2,168 deaths registered
Battersea in 1961, 1,321 were deaths of non-residents, and 380 deaths
Of Battersea residents were registered outside the Borough. Of the
SOrrected figure of 1,227 Battersea deaths, 833 occurred in hospitals.)
The corrected death rate for Battersea in 1861 would appear to have
been about 21 per 1,000 of the population. (1961 death rate—10.87).

Dr. Connor reported that the zymotic (acute infectious) diseases had
been unusually prevalent during the year, and also unusually fatal, 116
df?:ths occurring from these diseases compared to 68 in 1860. He states
.' This instance of excessive mortality from zymotic c?f':ff‘ﬂse deserves
IO € recorded and remembered as a warning, and will, it is hoped, lead
© the adoption of increased precautionary arrangements. .
Speaking of small pox, there is much reason to fear that vaccination,
the case almost everywhere, is neglected in this parish to a deplorable
o tent. The indifference of parents, among the poorer classes especially,
i Jubmit their offspring to this valuable prophylactic appears to be

Creasing in all directions, and to call loudly for the interference of the
}?E'f-ﬁ'fﬂiure. It is indeed almost incredible that such an immense loss of
'f € as occasionally occurs in some of the poorer districts of the metro-

0 IS and elsewhere should be incurred from the neglect of a preventive
f the mogt simple and efficacious kind.”

Po Eﬂmmeming on sickness and mortality amongst the * out-door
ih or” or pauper population of Battﬁeraea. Dr. Connor states that
353 Tate of mortality amongst this section of the population was con-
ang C0ly less than the previous year. “‘ This fact is very remarkable,
ihep Ol a little encouraging, since it shows, that notwithstanding the

‘reased mortality amongst all classes, this particular class must have
ha"fﬁled 10 a considerable extent by the sanitary improvements that

Ye been effected within the last few years. The excess of infant mor-

as jg
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tality . . . it is clear must have been dependent upon fatal disease, etc.,
-::rccurrmg amongst the families of a class in the receipt of fair wages,
therefore out of the pale of pauperism; and it is just this class of persons
who are found most neglectful of home duties and responsibilities.”

Principal Figures for 1961.

Area of Borough, excluding tidal water (acres)
Home population (1961 Census)

Home population (Registrar-General’s Mid- Y’ear Estlmate}

Structurally separate occupied dwellings
Births (live 2,055, still, 37)

Live Birth rate

Deaths—1,227. Death rate .
Maternal Deaths—Nil. Maternal -:le,ath rate .

Infant Deaths—d4.

Infant mortality rate

2,164
105,758

104,980
29,387

19.18
10.

21,4[
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Vital Statistics.

For the purpose of standardisation, the Registrar-General’s area
COmparability factors, which make allowance for the way in which the
X and age distribution of the local population differs from that of
England and Wales as a whole, have been applied to the rates for
births and deaths. The factor for births is 0.98, and for deaths 0.93.

POPULATION. _

The Registrar-General’s estimate of the mid-year home population
of Battersea was 104,980, which shows a decrease of 2,140 on the
Previous estimated figure of 107,120 in 1960.

The population of the Borough at the Census taken in April, 1961,
Was 105,758 (50,580 males and 55,178 females, a proportion of 100 males
0 109 females). This figure shows a decrease of 11,382 (or 9.7 per cent.)
on the population at the previous Census taken in April, 1951, when it
Was 117,140 (54.852 males and 62,288 females).

The Registrar-General’s estimate of the mid-year home population
of the Borough (104,980) has been adopted for the purpose of the
Statistics contained in this Report.

BIRTHS.

The number of live births registered in the Borough during 1961
Was 462 (224 males, 238 females). Of this number 9 were transferred
oUt, the permanent residence of the parents being outside the Borough
4nd 1,602 registered outside the Borough were transferred in, giving on
ba]*'illr:e a total of 2,055 births (1,053 males, 1,002 females, an excess of
| males) relating to Battersea residents, and a live birth rate of
9.18 per 1,000 population,
All the Battersea births (453 live and 6 still) which occurred
In the Borough were ** domiciliary births.”
I lllegitimate live births numbered 232 or 11.3 per cent. of the
Ve births,

The live birth rate for England and Wales was 17.4.

Still-Births.

The Registration of still-births is made compulsory by the Births
Nd Deaths Registration Act, 1926.
i During 1961 there were 7 still-births registered in Battersea, of
mt“‘i 6 were of Battersea parents. Thirty-one still-births occurring
3?"'%“1'3 the Borough were registered as belonging to Battersea, making
Ap ' all, representing a still-birth rate of 19.93 per 1,000 births (live
still) registered. Of the 37 still-births 8 (21.6 per cent.) were

With

"Ristered as illegitimate.
ot The number of Battersea still-births registered and the still-birth
€ from 1952 to 1961 were as under : —
No. Rate No. Rate
52 . 42 232 1957 i w5l 27.01
1953 ... 38 20.9 1958 ... 39 20.34
1954 ... 50 28.0 1959 ... 36 17.42
e S 18.1 1960 ... 35 17.78
1956 ... 48 26.42 1961 ... 37 19.93

The still-birth rate in 1961 for England and Wales was 18.7.
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MARRIAGES.
The marriages registered in Battersea during 1961 numbered 935.

The marriage rate (i.e., the number of persons married per 1,000
of the population) was 17.8.

B

Year Marriages Marriage Rate
FI56 5 e B 896 15.9
1957 .. 966 17.3
1958 - 876 15.7
1939 ... 876 16.2
1960 ... 961 17.9
Mean 1956/60 915 16.6
1961 . ... 935 17.8 E

The marriage rate for England and Wales was 15.1.
DEATHS.

The number of deaths registered in the Borough during 1961 was
2,168. Of these, 1,321 were deaths of non-residents and were tran®
ferred to the districts in which the persons ordinarily resided. Ther®
were, on the other hand, 380 deaths of Battersea residents registﬂl_'ﬁj
outside the Borough. The total (corrected) number of deaths belonging
to the Borough was 1,227 (614 males and 613 females). This gives &
recorded death rate of 10.87 compared with 12.0 for England and Wales:

The following table shows the age and sex distribution of th*
total deaths (corrected) in Battersea during 1961 :—

1

Under
il 5— | 15— | 25— | 45— | 65— | 75+ T—-’
M. DRI [0 O (R o S R S e 614
F. w25 1 2] 2.1 2 | 10 127 | 335 613
vl
Totals ... | 44 9 6 3 56 294 290 520 _l_’.--"'
g% of total | 36 | 07 | 05 | 06 | 46 | 240 | 236 | 424 | 1007
R

Of the 1,227 Battersea deaths 833 (or 67.9 per cent.) uccul'f"d
in hospitals, etc.

The average age at death is shown in the following table : —
AVERAGE AGE AT DEATH.

7 L G SR .Y 1955 67.7
T TS b e i 8 1956 66.9
fodgs et e 1957 67.2
D el e 1958 68.3
7T IR S R 5L RS
Mean, 1945/1949  63.0 Mean, 1955/59 ...  67.6
T SRR

S R R L T 19601 0 . GEE
135& L 188 o o SSUE
195 e i SR

Mean, 1950/1954  67.4 Females: . 9k
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The deaths of 810 residents of Battersea aged 65 years and
Upwards were registered during 1961. These 810 deaths constituted
66.0 per cent. of the total deaths at all ages.

The natural increase of population (that is, excess of births over
deaths) was 828 in 1961 as compared with 795 in 1960.

The causes of the 1,227 deaths in 1961, classified in various age
&roups, are shown in the following table, compiled from figures supplied
by the Registrar-General : —

Causes or DEATH AT DIFFERENT PERIODS OF LIFE DURING 1961.

H-‘__Cnmszs oF DEATH Sex ;;L ];?'tﬁf:[l O0— | 1— | 5— |15—[25—45—|65—|75—
ALL causes iy [ 614|500 19| 8| 4| 636193 |163 | 18
Percentage of Males | | 1000 FI|\ 3|06 | 10| 60|34 2605|301
| g | 613 |4990]25| 1| 2| 2|20]01 [127 | 335
_____P_eieemage of Females | 1000 LI 03(02] 331652007547
l. Tuberculosis, respiratory| M. | 8| 065| — | — | —| —|—1| 2| 2| 4
1 (W ST P S P R W ) P

iy,
2 Tuberculosis,otherforms| M. | —| — |—|—=|—=|—|—=|—|—]| —
i F. A | (P R R R ) (e
3. Syphilitic disease .| M. 4 0B | —|—|—|—|—|—] 1 3
g F.| 3{o2a|—|—|—=|=|=|—] 2] 1
4. Diphtheria | ) (RO ERETRS PR R PRESR SR (| g RO (5
e F. — S P I S e J—
o Whooping cough s U T (T PSR (BT (R Lo T R e R B
B F. — — | e | e o o = =
6. Menlngccuncalinfectiunﬂ M| —| — |—|—|—|—|—|—|—]| —
S F. — — —_— = === =] = —
7. Ac. poliomyelitis and | M.| — | — R (P ) (P B |
._______Ei;ho-encephnhtls F |l —|=[|=]=|=|=]=]=[|=] —
8. Meastes .. JM | 1] 008 =] 1}=|=]=|=|=]| =
e o M) Wi W ) ey N B |
= mzﬁfiﬂf?ctive and para-| M. 21016 —| 1| —|—|—]| 1 |—]| —
Hdumm... | T 10| —|—|—|—| 1|—|—| —
+ Cancer of stomach ml uprdl—|=|=l=}—=| 4} 2] 3
i.i_______ F. 19 155 | —|—|—|—| 2| §| 2 10
* Cancer of lung, bronchus| M. | 71| 579| — | — | —| —| 2|42|17]| 10
- = F.|12(098|—|—[—|—]| 1| 5| 4] 2
* Cancer of breast o T PR N [ [ ) T . (0
'1-;-,______ F.|l 21| 1"N|—|—|—|—|—]| 9| 5 7
TR v N Ty PN S N - ) i
- F.l 9(om|—|—|—|—|—]| 5| 4| —
Cancer of other sites .| M.| 53| 432| — | — | 1 |—| 4|15]16] 17
E F.| 49| 400 1|—|—|—| 2|14[10| 22
* Leukaemia, aleukaemia M.| 5| 041| — | — | —|—] 2|—]| 2| 1
—— F.| 2l016|=|=|1|=|—=|—|—]| 1
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Causes OF DEATH, 1961—(contd.).

M‘ P-E.' —

Causes oF DEATH Sex Ages n:rfu.ﬂf 0— | 1— | 5— [15—{25—45—65—T5

16. Diabetes ... 1 7 TR (B ) (PR O g B R L S

| T e e i

17. Vascular lesions of mer-| M. | 47 | 383 | — | —|—|—| 1[11]18 17

vous system ... .. F.| 99| 807 | —|—|—|—}| 3[12]22 62

18, Coronary disease, angina| M. | 112 | 913 | — | — | — | — | 5| 46 31 30

o el s O W R (B B o B

19. Hypertension with heart) M. | 3| 024 | — | —| — | —|—|—| 2 i

disease B R glop|—|—|—=|—|—|—1| 1 8

20. Other heart disease o lesd bl b= T=l=1=1"1 izlaz}: 8

v limlsssl=l=<l=|=l sl2|17| &

—

21. Other circulatory disease| M. | 27 | 220 N O . ST

o W W B R Ry () S R S 8 16

—

22. Influenza dm| 2| 016 PO N R R SR T T

F. 61049 | —|—=|—=|—|—]| 1] 2 3

[

23. Pneumonia Tl szl alab=f=l=1 3|21 3

Flaglasl2l=[al=1=1 11 6| 8

24. Bronchitis Tl sl am| 2| 1|=|—=]| 2|15|2 13

Flwslz22|—|—|—|—]|—]| 5| 4 1

25, ﬂthermmmnimp;r- sl of ] ipde b= as | =l S =l 3| & ;
atory system... i O | A clode | — | —|—|—|—]| 1|—

26. Ulcer of stomech and| .| 8|l o6s|—[—=|=|—|—| 4} 1 i’
doodenum ... :|F | 4|03 |—=|—=|—=|—|—]| 2| 1

27. Gusicitis, enteritis and| M. | 5| 041 | —[=[—|—=] 1] 1| 1 :
diarthoea ... .| F. 6log9|—|—|—=|—|—|—| 3

28, Nephritis and nephecas] iz, | 6 049 [— | — | —| == 2| 2} 5]
F.| 6| 049 |— iy e e e T 1

29. Hyperplasia of prostate] M. Ao l=1=1—=1—1=]1 |2 :

i Mt gl o v 0 ot Ml g el Nl G161

30. Pregnancy, . chifldlsirth; || M.} -~ s [l el mmi] sl e '_'_':

abortion o i = — T || || A [t i e :_._._.__’

31. Congenital malform- | M.| 6049 3] 2| —|—|— 1 | —1

ations .. B | 10los81 | 8| 1|—]— —| = |

Pl

32. Other defined and ill- | M. | 36| 293 |13 | —|—| 1| 1[10| 4 5

defined diseases ... |F.| 46| 375 |13 =|—|—] 3| 3| €[

| I

33. Motor vehicle accidents| M.| 15| 12| —| 1| 1| 2| 7| 3| 1| 3

gl 4|03 |l=]=|=|=]—] 1|1

i

34. All other accidents ... M.| 14| 1114 —| 1| 2| 3| 6| 2|—| &

F.|l m|os| 1|—|—| 2|—|—]| 2| —

i ’

35. Suicide I3l 1o0lostf=1=1=|:1] 3| 3=}

Bl g jeoas P =i —~1—| 1] & (i

36. Hunu:adeandupcmuons M. NS LN PR ) RN W e |

of war 5 F. =i f=l=]=1=1=] =l 1.
R

e o
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Cancer Deaths.

During 1961 the number of deaths of Battersea residents from
cancer was 248 (138 males, 110 females), as compared with 262 in 1960.
The death rate from the disease per 1,000 of the population was 2.36
The deaths from cancer constitute 20.2 per cent. of the total Battersea
deaths during the year.

The following gives the comparative average death rates from
Cancer in Baitersea for quinquennial periods since 1901.

1901-1905 ... i 1936-1940 ... 1.99
1906-1910 ... 0.95 1941-1945 ... 244
1911-1915 . 1.11 1946-1950 ... 2.11
1916-1920 ... 1.28 1951-1955 ... 2.07
1921-1925 ... 1.33 1956-1960 ... 2.29
1926-1930 ... 1.51 1960 2.45
1931-1935 ... B 1961 o 2230
Details in age groups and the localisation of this disease will
be found on page 13.
Infant Mortality.

_ During 1961 the deaths of 44 infants under 1 year of age were
fegistered as belonging to Battersea. The total number of live births
egistered during the year was 2,055, giving an infant mortality rate
of 21.41 per 1,000 live births as compared with 18.11 in 1960 and
21.67 in 1959

The infant mortality rate in England and Wales during 1961
Was 21 4.

The following table sets out the causes of death in detail.
INFANT MORTALITY, 1961.
~__ Nett deaths from stated causes at various ages under 1 year.

Shars AGE PERIODS
E
Dgf i Under Weeks Total Months Total | percen.
TH 24 dl;'? under d“&’:: age of
e hours | 42 17 1 o5 [ as |4 15 | 56 | o0 | 0-22] 1year|
Ca%er . F ot r o R B Blm E e R FM. FM. FJM. F. _
A e ol B e s i gl ) M
Monja | _— = = =] — —_ — ;
*-..,__l:i__:___- 1 1 211 1 3 68
e et SRR vy Al et Dl el | e | St g el e :
| aﬁ___‘___”““ 1 12 45
Mg Enita]
%5—211—-—11*—"24—212—-———33 25'0
sy et
ﬂigEE]u'dTEﬁ.nud
%’fh'gﬂturity PR NS S AN S R - —47 7| 318
~_TCausesd 2 2|1 4|1 —44 6|1 —(— —|——1—6 6] 273
' he'dﬂlt L L] ) || (Rt 5550 | PR | T e B | A IR [ S 2-3
' 6 915 7|1 —1! 2— 21320(2 2|2 2— 1{2—}1925
ToraLg 1000
Pe 15 12 1 3 2 33 4 4 1 2 44
"Centage :
Bt 5 N 341 | 273 23| 68| 45| 750 | 91| 91| 23| 45 | 100023
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There were 33 deaths of infants during the first four weeks of
life (or 75.0 per cent. of the total infant deaths) as compared with
25 deaths (or 71.4 per cent) in 1960 and a percentage for the
quinquennium of 1956-1960 of 75.8.

TABLE SHOWING DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER |1 DAY, UNDER |1 WEEK
AND UNDER 4 WEEKS FROM 1956 TO 1961.

ol . | desths 1m
Und o5 { t ota eaths under
Year 24 Eo?:rrs 7 da‘;rs 4 wegks 4"1:';12;3 4 \Tiet:]s of
infant deaths
1956 ... 14 17 4 35 83.2
1957 ... 23 6 5 34 83.0
1958 ... 24 6 5 35 77.8
1959 ... 13 13 2 28 63.6
1960 ... 11 11 3 25 71.4
Mean ... 17 11 4 31 75.8
1961 ... 15 . 12 6 33 75.0

Deaths of Illegitimate Infants.

The death rate amongst illegitimate children during 1961 was
12.93 per 1,000 illegitimate live births, as compared with 52.08 10
1960. The corresponding death rate of legitimate children in 1961 wa2
22.49, the ratio of mortality rate of illegitimate infants to that of
legitimate being 70 to 100. = The corresponding figure for 1960 was
360 to 100.

Maternal Mortality.

There were no deaths from ** diseases or accidents of child-birth i
during 1961.

The rate for England and Wales in 1961 was 0.33.

Comparative Statistics of Births, Mortality, etc.
(Compiled from Registrar-General’s Returns.)

N

: Live Death Maternal Infant

Year Population | Birth Rate Rate Death Mortality
(Crude) (Crude) Rate Rate

e
1951 ... 117,000 16.1 12.4 0.00 27.6
1952 ... 116,400 15.2 11.9 1.66 17.6
1953 ... 114,800 15.5 12.8 0.55 18.6
1954 ... 114,300 15.2 10.1 0.56 19.0
1955 ... 113,700 15.3 11.4 1.69 24.7
1956 ... 112,900 15.7 10.8 1.65 23.7
1957 ... 111,800 16.4 10.9 1.59 22.3
1958 ...| 110,400 17.01 11.29 0.52 2592
1959 ... 108,500 18.71 12.24 0.97 21.7
1960 ... 107,120 18.05 10.62 0.00 18.1

1961 ... 104,980 19.58 11.69 0.00 Ef’j
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Infectious and Other Diseases.

During the year 2,187 notifications were received, which, when com-
Pared with 558 cases in 1960, shows an increase of 1,629. This increase
Was due entirely to the number of measles notifications received, 1,906
4S compared with 186 in 1960. This large increase in measles incidence
Was anticipated, for, as is wellknown, this disease tends to occur in
Ncreased prevalence every two years in London, and 1961 was a

Measles year . Taking this into consideration, the total number of
Notifications received was lower than last year, which was the lowest
Ever recorded in Battersea.

There was an outbreak of sonnei dysentery in one of the Day
Nurseries situated within the Borough affecting 20 of the children. All
Yere excluded, and it was also necessary to exclude one of the staff

m the Nursery when it was found that bacteriologically she was
Positive for this disease. The illness was mild in nature, and with the
Xception of three cases the children were allowed to return in approxi-

tely ten days.

An outbreak of diphtheria, fortunately well confined and mild in

gegl‘ﬂei occurred in the Borough early in April. There were, all told,

Cases and 37 carriers. The cause of the outbreak was the mitis strain
the corynebacterium diphtheria.

H The first case was confirmed on the 5th April by the Western Fever
Ospital. The child attended a Junior Mixed and Infant School, and as
WE diagnosis was made during the school holiday a number of problems
: €re presented in controlling the spread of the disease, especially track-
8 down other cases and carriers. Obviously, if all the children had
been attending school, nose and throat swabs would have been relatively
T8y (o obtain. Nevertheless, the staffs of this Department and of the
]t‘l_'?“dun County Council Divisional Health Department were faced with
Eh? Considerable task of home visits and letters to parents of over 600
lldren, Mass swabbings were arranged at the affected school on
eral occasions, and this eased the pressure of the work to a certain
:‘“Ent._ At the same time the opportunity was taken to offer primary
“?ﬂ reinforcing immunisation to all who needed it. I am grateful to
€ three Heads of the school for their ready co-operation, and also
the Divisional Education Officer and his staff for all their assistance.

d The second case was diagnosed on the 7th April by the family
O¢tor and removed to hospital the same day. In this instance the girl
&ﬁs attending the Junior Department of the affected school, and
ufﬂgether seven carriers were discovered in the same class. The sister
Etﬁ“ﬁdnf these ultimately became the third case of diphtheria on the

ay,

3 The last carrier was admitted to hospital on the 25th May, but, in

N "Mon with other outbreaks of diphtheria, 10 carriers discharged as
m?]'& f"Dm_ infection by the hospitals subsequently showed evidence of
“Wed infection one week after discharge, and had to be readmitted

:?mhaspital, One carrier had the misfortune to be admitted for a third
€ before becoming free from infection.
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Over 4,000 swabs were taken by the Health Visitors and subse-
quently investigated by Dr. A. J. H. Tomlinson, Dr. J. R. Davies and
the rest of the County Hall Public Health Laboratory staff, and I wish
to thank the latter for their help and advice during the outbreak. I am
also grateful to Dr. Ian Taylor, Epidemiologist at County Hall, for his
assistance in the day to day epidemiological problems raised by the
outbreak.

Two cases of poliomyelitis occurred in one family during 1961.
One, a boy aged six years, suffered some paralysis of the right arm,
while his brother, aged nine years, was a non-paralytic case. Neither
of these children had been immunised.

There was an increase in the number of cases of infective hepatiti$
amongst school children in the Borough during the latter part of 1960
and the beginning of 1961. This disease is not notifiable under the
Public Health (London) Act, 1936, or under any special Regulations, but
we become aware of cases through the schools, and during 1961, 72
cases amongst school children alone were reported in this way. A
modified form of exclusion of contacts from school was instituted, and
the local doctors were informed of this and their co-operation obtained:

ANALYSIS OF CAsES (AFTER CORRECTION OF DIAGNOSIS) OF
InFECTIOUS DISEASE NOTIFIED DURING THE YEAR 1961.

CaseEs NOTIFIED 1N BATTERSEA, IN AGE GROUPS
MoTIFIABLE DISEASE ST

&
Total| 0— | 1— | 2— | 3— |4— | 5— 10-;5—25—45-—"55

Anthrax ...
Dysentery ...
halitis (acute) : —
Infective ... o
Post-infectious ... 'y
Enteric (typhoid or para-
typhoid) fever ...
Brysipelas ... ... ..
Food poisoning ...
Malaria ...
Measles ... all
Membranous croup ...
Meningococcal infection...
Ophthalmia neonatorum...
Pneumonia, acute primary
Pneumonia,acuteinfluenzal|
Poliomyelitis (acute) :—
Non-paralytic ...
Puerperal pyrexia...
Scabies ...
Scarlet fever
Smallpox ...
Tuberculosis : —
Non-pulmonary
Whooping cough ...

5w |
wl |
ol |
wl |
"J'l-”l
|
al
wl |
WINPT E |

| |
| |
I

||
| |
|

||
| 1
&
| |
| |

[l el 8l =11
=
[ ]
<t
AR T o o] [ 1 |
[ ]
L] DlELN T
{ o ]
e ] | o 5]
| =11 18] wll
lwl l | Blwl]l

1= I I N O O R

0 8
il
T
lal L]
Iua--tlll
I, 0L

R [l % Ty (T Y

N

-h'n—l
8 |
o
ol |
—
=l

s e T TR
Pk

—_—
| w3

o
| '

Bl LR

&
(=

-
—=
=]
e |

ToTALs 99 1223 |342 [290 (301 |746 | 44 | 31

\




19

TUBERCULOSIS.

During the year 1961 there were 63 cases of tuberculosis (all
forms) notified in Battersea as compared with 79 in 1960, 75 in 1959,
75 in 1958, 100 in 1957 and 108 in 1956,

In addition 47 cases were reported or otherwise came to the know-
]Edgc of the Medical Officer of Health, making a total of 110 cases
or the year.

The case rate per 1,000 population (excluding inward transfers)
Was 0.60 or 60.00 per 100,000, At the end of the year there were 1,015
Pulmonary cases and 54 non-pulmonary cases of tuberculosis on the
Register. “ This is equal to a morbidity rate per 1,000 population of

.67 in the case of pulmonary, and 0.51 in the case of non-pulmonary
berculosis or 10.18 both types.

The tables on page 20 give details of additions and deletions of
Cases on the Register during the year.

Deaths from Tuberculosis.

During 1961 deaths from tuberculosis registered as belonging to the
B‘C‘Tﬂugh of Battersea numbered 13, 12 of which were due to pulmonary
tuberculosis.

The death rates per 100,000 of the population during the 60 years
Snded 1960 in quinquennial averages, and for the year 1961, are given
N the following table : —

s

| I J‘fears ¥ Pulmonary Pulaln%r:l:a;w Total
1901-1905 138.1 50.9 189.0
1906-1910 126.8 45.9 172.7
1911-1915 124.2 33.8 158.0
1916-1920 -3 134.8 30.0 164.8
1921-1925 92.6 23.0 115.6
1926-1930 91.1 14.2 105.3
1931.1935 81.8 14.4 96.2
1936.1940 76.1 9.2 85.3
1941.1945 91.8 11.0 102.8
1946.1950 53.1 6.1 59.2
:951-1955 22.1 2.8 24.9

b o 9.7 1.1 10.8

__f"-_"'E'_aEe (60 years) ... 86.9 20.2 107.1
R g 11.4 1.0 12.4

e

and %hafie;leath rate per 100,000 population was 7.2 for England
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TuBercULOSIS, 1961.

CasEs ADDED TO AND REMOVED FROM NOTIFICATION REGISTER.

Pursmonary |Now-PuLmonarY] GrAND ToTAL

Males| Fem. | Total | Males| Fem. | Total | Males| Fem ‘Total

Already on Register, 31/12/60 | 592 | 494 (1,086 | 24 | 34 | 58| 616 | 528 1,144
Primary notifications 36| 22 58 4 1 5 40 | 23 63
Motified after death —_| — —_] = —| =] — — -
Unnotified deaths (& (. g e SR SR [ i 6
Restored 3 —_| — — =] =] =] =] — —
Removals into Borough 20| 20| 40| 1] — 1| 21| 20| 4
From other sections —_— - — =] =] = =] = -
TOTAL ADDITIONS 571 47] 104] 5| 11 6| 621 48| 110
Deaths i3l w5t A || .
Motified after death — — — —_ — | = - — =
Unnotified deaths T o ety (=g O R Al b
Rk Fram Boroogti ... | 4| 29| s & 2 S| 501 41 [
Recovered 2| 43| el =| 3l 3| 2| 36| &
Diagnosis not confirmed ... — 3 3] —| —| —1 — 3 3
To other sections e —_] = =] =] =] — g
o

TOTAL DELETIONS 83| 921 1735| 4l el 10] 87 M

_'—l——

Met increase ... —_| - — 1| —| —| —| — ";
7

Net decrease 26| 45 | — 5 41 25| 50 B
On Register at 31/12/61 566 | 449 (1,015 25 29 54 1| 591 | 478 ]1059
L

Formal Notifications, 1961.

__-l""’"
Number of primary notifications of new cases of mw—j—“ﬂ":ﬁ

|
Ao PrioDS 0—|1—|2—|5— 10-‘15—10—15—35—45—55—55-15-“ _;',‘lr
5
Respiratory, Males g|—1af o] al 2} 1| 4] s| s|io] 1| S
] ﬁ
Respiratory, Females...| — | — | 1| 2| 2| 3| 2| 4| 4| 2| 2|— || ~
Tl
Hnn-Rﬁpimtnr]!.Malﬁﬂim —_— === = ]|— il 2| 1| —1—=—|"
__...-"""#H';'
Non-Respiratory, Fem.| — | — | — | —|[—=|—=|—|—=|—=|—| Y| — |~
* ___,..L-"/
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New cases of Tuberculosis coming to the knowledge of the Medical Officer of Health
otherwise than by formal notification.
e
i MNumber of cases in age groups
= I—‘Z— = m—1&40—}&—35-45-‘55—55—?5—Tmat
. l
n.M——J——-—-———-—I———————{A}
o SRS W e e e [ e e (N g e e e £
Om Jocal .
R el == = [ S et T Sl S S
F-———‘-—-———-—-——-—_—(D}
——
[]
TR ¥ |y O o g iy [N B | | e | [
Deay,
o el o o e e e Y N L
1 5
t"‘ﬁbtad{;?tﬂ:}”-mm_ =l=l=[=1=]l=1=]—|—|—=|—|—H®©
—|—|—|—|—|—=|—|—=|—=|=|—-|—]|—}F®
b S
R M—|—|—|—|—|—|—|—|—|=|—]|—|— |-
MIBQmuus i i o | e i Il e bt el o e
o .. IhLR.M—Ii— —|l=|=|=|=|—|=|=|—|—|——@©
o) ] R | L] e BT v N (E I eV (N TS R e 1 N R
(D)
|a-. M—|—|—1—|—=| 1| 3| 5| 6| 2| 3|—|— o)
“ﬂura,m’“”’{‘;;‘f g — TNt e o e =
%b"“dhz trans.
ool el el el 6 e 1B e e | o L | L)
B o T P TS | RS
B o)
Rep
Hk%mm. ToraLs (A) 21
“=Non-Respiratory. - (B) 25
» (€ 1
- (D) —
Total number of informal notifications 47

Diphtheria and Whooping Cough Immunisation,
Smallpox and Poliomyelitis Vaccination.

. _Diphtheria and whooping cough immunisation and vaccination
8inst smallpox and poliomyelitis were carried out during the year

Nder the arrangements made by the London County Council.
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BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATIONS

The bacteriological examination of clinical material (with the
exception of sputum which is dealt with at the Chest Clinic) was
carried out by the Public Health Laboratory Service, County Hall
Westminster Bridge, S.E.1. No charge is made to the Council for these
?xsiminalions. During the year 5,446 examinations were made as
ollows : —

—

o ) Number of Positive
Description Disease Specimens Results
Faeces ... ... | Dysentery or 946 156
Food Poisoning
Throat Swabs... | Diphtheria 4,500 51

INTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATES OF VACCINATION
and INOCULATION.

At the request of the Ministry of Health arrangements are made
for the authentication, by the Medical Officer of Health, of certificates
of vaccination and inoculation issued by medical practitioners in the
Borough in respect of persons going abroad.

During 1961, 459 certificates were authenticated.

London County Council (General Powers) Act, 1959, Section 26.

This section is concerned with the prevention of the spread of
notifiable infectious diseases, and the diseases to which section 23 of the
Food and Drugs Act, 1955, applies.

It authorises a Metropolitan Borough Council, if they think fit.
to compensate a person who is required by the Medical Officer of Health
to cease his or her employment to prevent the spread of the diseas:
The Health Committee decided that compensation to be paid should
be based on the merits of each case reported.

Two cases were dealt with during the year,



Sanitary Circumstances.

The following table sets out in summarised form the details of
€ work of the Department in relation to sanitation : —

Inspections—
Complaints: ... ... 2592
Rent Act 137
Urinals and conveniences 340
Caravans : 194
Water certificates ... 66
Infectious disease cases—
Notifiable ... 319
Non-notifiable 166
Drainage s ;008
Shops (Shops A-:t} 416
Rag flock premises ... 7
Yetshops ... ... 25
Hairdressers ... 143
Rodent control 3,757
Other visits e 5,206
Re-inspections .. 11,294
N Ofices served—
Public Health (London)
Act, 1936—
Intimation ... 947
Statutory (Infectious
Disease) .. 17
Statutory (Nmsance} 538
L.C.C. (General
Powers) Acts 88
Shops Act, 1950 ... 19
SUmmonses issued A 73
Mﬂgistr&tes’ Orders ob-
Other work carried out—
gerous  structures
referred to District
Surveyor ... 53
Wﬂter waste referred te:n
. 23
Dramsr_.
Smoke tests 93
ater tests ... T41
WF‘«}und defective ... 47
ater certificates issued 23
Art. 15&3 d:smfﬂcted 1,064
tticles disinfected . 8,396
Sonal Cleansing
T Treatments—
0 adults 86

To children .. 7 305

Defects Remedied—
Drains—
Repaired
Reconstructed
Sealed off ...
Ventilated ...
Cleared
Frontages laid
Roofs repaired =
Rainwater pipes and
gutters renew»:df re-
paired
DampneSS rcmedmd
Waste pipes rmewedf
repaired :
Water closats repalred
or cleansed ..
Water closets mqtalled
Water cisterns cleansed
or repaired ... ;
Water supplies rein-
stated
Water fittings renewed
or repaired ..
Additional water Sl]ppl}r
to tenement houses..
Sinks, lavatory basins,
baths renewed
Plaster renewed
Floors and stairs re-
paired "
Doors and windows re-
paired
Flrep]aces and flues
repaired ...
Additional lighting,
ventilation
Rooms cleansed :
Premises disinfested ...
Dustbins provided
Yard paving renewed
or repaired ..
Other defects remedied

Rodent control—
Premises dealt with—
Rats
Mice

1=
39
130
53
131
26

526

187
708

74

138
217

612
164
3335

70

269
42

47
254

279
188
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Legal Proceedings.
During the year, legal proceedings were taken by the Council in
90 cases, for the enforcement of various Acts, By-laws, Regulations,

etc., administered by the Health Department. A summary is set out
below : —

Cases

Public Health (London) Act, 1936 73

By-laws re drainage 8

Housing Act, 1957 |
Food and Drugs Act, 1955, and Food Hygiene (General)

Regulations, 1960 5

Factories Act, 1937 ... ]
National Assistance Act, 1948, and National Assistance

(Amendment) Act, 1951 2

90

—

Fines totalling £57 0s. 0Od. were imposed in connection with these
proceedings, and £38 10s. 0d. costs were awarded to the Council.

Public Health (London) Act, 1936,

The provisions of this Act in regard to Nuisances continued 1©
afford the main means whereby the remedy of insanitary conditions
found in dwelling-houses could be secured.

During the year, 947 Intimation Notices (relating to 738 premises)
and 538 Statutory (Nuisance) Notices (relating to 474 premises) were
served. It was found necessary to refer 156 cases to the Council’s
Solicitor with instructions to take steps, by legal proceedings !
necessary, to enforce compliance with Statutory Notices. In 83 of thes®
cases a warning letter from the Solicitor had the desired effect. 17
the remaining 73 cases, however, summonses had to be issued. As ?
result, Nuisance Orders were made by the Court in 23 instances. Th¢
remaining 50 summonses were ultimately withdrawn, the Notices having
been complied with subsequent to the issue of the summonses.

Defective conditions in 935 houses were remedied—403 by owner®
following the service of Intimation Notices ; 519 by owners following the
service of Statutory Notices, and in 13 cases action to enforce complian
with Nuisance Orders had to be taken, and the Council carried out th*
work in default of the persons on whom the Orders were made. In th
cases, the Council were entitled to recover the cost of the works froM
those persons, and accounts were accordingly rendered to them.

London County Council (General Powers) Act, 1955.

Section 25 of the above Act relative to choked drains was used "
57 occasions. This Section enables a notice to be served upon, ar
owner or occupier to clear a stopped-up drain, water-closet or soil P‘pq;i
within forty-eight hours. If the notice is not complied with the Com;flﬂ
may carry out the work and recover the cost. It was necessary for
Council to do the work on 15 occasions.
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Section 26 enables the Council to re-instate a water supply to a
dwelling after the supply has been withdrawn by the Metropolitan
ater Board following a defect in the supply pipe or fittings. Notices
;*’El;?efsawed on six occasions and in each case the Council did the work
N default.

Authority has been given by the Council to the Medical Officer of
Health, the Deputy Medical Officer of Health. and the Chief Public
ealth Inspector to serve Section 27 notices on behalf of the Council
0 remedy nuisances within a specific time where unreasonable delay
Would be occasioned by following the normal procedure. It was
Necessary to serve 16 such notices during the year, and the Council
Carried out the work in default of the owner on nine occasions.

Dustbins.
During the year, 9 notices were served under Section 12 of the
London County Council (General Powers) Act, 1954, concerning the
g;ovisiﬂn of dustbins, and 42 dustbins were provided, 4 being supplied

the Council in default of the owners, from whom the cost was
afterwards recovered.

Drainage Work.
Drainage work to new premises, reconstruction of drains to existing
Premises, and drainage in connection with conversion schemes, are
Qrried out under the supervision of officers of the Department.

Drains were constructed to 370 new dwellings, and 176 plans of
Proposed work were deposited in connection with drainage generally.
f ring the year, 93 drains were tested with smoke—47 of these were
ound to be defective. The water test was applied on 741 occasions
0 drains in the course of construction. 26 frontage drains (the length
Ot drain between the house property to its connection with the sewer)
;':""El‘e constructed or reconstructed. This work is carried out by the

Ouncil’'s workmen under the supervision of the Inspectors.

Co Drainage and Watercloset By-laws made by the London County
o uncil are enforced by the Council. In 8 instances it was necessary
wiqrcduest the Council’s Solicitor to take legal action for non-compliance

1th the By-laws in connection with the failure by persons concerned
o notify the Council of the work to be carried out ; or work carried out
Which did not comply with the requirements of the By-laws. In 3

ces the By-laws were complied with before summonses were heard,
the remaining 5 cases were dealt with by the Magistrate. Fines
ling 10s. 0d. were imposed.

hl.lt

Sewerage and Sewers.

di The sewerage system, in common with other London Boroughs,
iﬂg‘:hﬂf‘ges into the main London County Councils sewers, and disposal

.Cartied out by the County Council. The Borough Council’s brick and
Pipe Sewers are regularly cleansed. and are adequate for their purpose.
ducrca' Slonal back-flooding is experienced in the lower part of the Borough
ﬂndmg heavy summer storms : these conditions are receiving attention
of tt}ﬂ L?ndl:-n County Council are reconstructing and enlarging some

their €Xisting main sewers with a view to overcoming this problem.
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Water Supply.

The major part of the water supply in Battersea, in common with
other Metropolitan Boroughs, is obtained from the mains of the Metro-
politan Water Board, who are responsible for its purity, and with whom
close liaison is maintained. One part of the Borough, however, namely
the Council’s Latchmere Estate, is supplied from deep wells situated
at the Latchmere Baths adjoining the Estate.

Bacteriological examination of the well-water before chlorination.
and prior to its supply to the Estate, is carried out at fortnightly
intervals, and no significant change in its character has been noted for
a period of years.

During the vear, officers of the Metropolitan Water Board, al
our invitation, came to Battersea to discuss the water supply to the
Latchmere Estate, and as a result, one or two comparatively minor
improvements were introduced.

In the event of a breakdown of the pumping apparatus serving the
Latchmere Estate, or any other contingency, the system can be adjust
to receive water from the mains of the Metropolitan Water Board.

All the premises in the Borough have a mains water supply, and
it is not thought that any stand-pipes still exist.

During the year 23 certificates under Section 95 (2) of the Publi¢
Health (London) Act, 1936, were issued in respect of 370 new Of
re-erected dwellings.

Twenty-three notices of waste of water from defective fittings, etC»
observed during routine inspections of various premises, were sent 1@
the Metropolitan Water Board.

Caravans.

All caravan sites in the Borough are licensed under the provision®
of the London County Council (General Powers) Act, 1959. After the
** Appointed Day " (1st October, 1960), an offence would be cummiﬂeﬂ
by any person using, or knowingly allowing to be used, land for the
purpose of siting a moveable dwelling unless he holds a licence grantﬂd
by the Council. The conditions attaching to licences granted relate ©
the number of moveable dwellings which may be kept on any particula’
area of land ; the amount of free space between the dwellings : the pr”
vision of a water supply. sanitary conveniences, adequate paving, dustb’of“
accommodation, fire protection arrangements and the prevention
nuisance from noise.

The four sites in the Borough are regularly inspected, and durin®
the year 194 inspections were made.

Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949,

This Act gives power generally to the Council to require steps 10 ;‘:
taken to eradicate infestation of rats and mice and where possible
prevent infestations occurring. These duties are carried out bY

Rodent Officer, assisted by two Rodent Operatives. :
0

All infestations coming to light, whether by way of complaint.
otherwise, are systematically investigated, and the appropriate :
taken. Where the cause of the trouble is obviously defective drai?
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OF other defects in the building, the owner is called upon to effect the
Decessary repairs. This aspect of the work involves close co-operation
between” the Rodent Control Staff and the Public Health Inspectors.
In the case of private dwellings the work of disinfestation is carried out
by the Rodent Control Staff free of cost, and on request at business
Premises, where the cost is charged in full.

The baiting of sewers under the control of the Council is undertaken

three times during the year. Similar work is carried out by all London

oroughs, and has the result of reducing the rat population not com-
Pletely, but to an irreducible minimum.

The following table shows the number of premises inspected which
Were found to be infested with rats or mice : —

Infested by
Property Rats Mice
s Major Minor Major Minor
Council’s properties ... — 15 — 11
Dwelling houses — 168 13 47
Business premises — 96 4 113
Lol - 279 17 171

: The total number of visits made to the above premises, and
O others which were found not to be infested, was 3,757.

Verminous Premises.

5 During the year 269 premises which were found to be infested
ith vermin were disinfested. The insecticide used contains Pybuthrin
“Nd Lindane/D.D.T. and gives a prolonged residual effect.

Dangerons Structures.

th During the course of inspection for any purpose carried out by
¢ officers of the Department, should any dangerous structure or
ﬂ?}' dangerous condition appertaining to a building be noticed, the
. Strict Surveyor of the London County Council is notified for any
Clon he may decide to take. 53 such cases were notified.

Rag Flock and Other Filing Materials Act, 1951.

Hhs The principal provisions of the Act relate to the registration of
Mises in which rag flock or other materials are used in upholstery,
= and the licensing of premises used for the manufacture and storage
mtmg_ﬂmk. An authorised officer of the Council has the right of
Dfﬁry’ Inspection and sampling of any filling materials. The Medical
5 €er of Health and Public Health Inspectors are deemed to be
thorised officers.

for REBﬂla}lions made by the Minister prescribe the standard of cleanliness
nat ¢ach kind of filling material, the method of testing samples, and the
fe of the tests to be applied. New Regulations in this connection
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came into operation on the Ist August, 1961, and previous Regulations
made in 1951 and 1954 were cancelled. Wood wool is added to the list
of prescribed materials, and the Regulations provide for a modified test-
ing of samples. The new Regulations have been based on the 1961
edition of the standard for cleanliness of filling materials issued by the
British Standards Institution.

There are 4 premises in the Borough at which filling material other
than rag flock are used, and these are registered.

There are no premises at present dealing with rag flock.

Seven visits were made to registered premises during the year, bul
no contravention of the Act was discovered.

Rag Dealers and Sorters.

Premises occupied by rag sorters in the Borough are subjected 1©
regular inspection. During the year 86 inspections were made.

Offensive Trades.

There are two premises in the Borough at which the scheduled
offensive trade of fat melting is carried on. The firms concerned have
been established for many years, and the trades are conducted
satisfactorily.

Local Land Charges.

Enquiries relating to Local Land Charges in connection with
Notices served by the Department, information concerning the issue of
Disrepair Certificates, and the way in which premises are drained, ar°
regularly received. These enquiries require a careful search of rem}'dS
and drainage plans. During the year, 1,748 enquiries were dealt with-

Shops Act, 1950.

It is the duty of the Council to carry out the requirements _Of
Section 38 of the Shops Act, 1950, Inspections are carried out Witl
regard to the provision of ventilation to shops ; the means for pmwdl“g
a reasonable temperature ; adequate and suitable sanitary convenience®
for the use of persons employed in or about a shop : adequate lighting
suitable washing facilities, and suitable facilities for the taking of m g
in a shop where this is considered necessary. During the year 4‘lth
inspections were made, and 19 notices were served in connection W!
the provision of the required facilities.

Two applications for exemption certificates in respect of san_ﬂﬂﬂ
conveniences were received in connection with two shops where restric
space precluded the provision on the premises of such ac-::ummodﬂ'-'“’;j
In each case the applicants had made arrangements for persons emploY ¢
in the shops to have the use of the necessary facilities in adja
premises, and the applications were granted.

Common Lodging Houses.
There are no registered common lodging houses in the Borough-
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Housing.

Provision of New Accommodation.

During the year 1961 construction of the following 370 new
dwellings was completed : —

By the Battersea Borough Council : — Dwellings
1-79, Atkinson House, Battersea Park Estate ... 79
1-19, Telscombe House, Battersea Park Estate ... 19
1-46, Ganley Court, Winstanley Estate ... 46
1-72, Harling Court, Burns Road 12
1-77, Walden House, Battersea Park Estate ... 77 -

By the London County Council : —
Hall of Residence (Hostel), Battersea College of

Technology, Albert Bridge Road ... 1
1-48, Fownes Street 48
1-10, Batten Street ... 10
178-192, Thessaly Road ... 8

— 67
By Private Owners : —
Ralee Court, 7, 9, Candahar Road 4
Lincoln House, 28, Sudbrooke Road ... 6
— 10
Total 370
Slum Clearance.

During the year the Council made Compulsory Purchase Orders

ﬂ respect of 12 small areas, containing 53 dwellings, in the Winstanley

Oad district which had been represented for slum clearance during the
Tevious year.

o Compulsory Purchase Orders in respect of the following 16 slum
Carance areas, containing 259 dwellings represented as unfit, were

ﬁg?rmﬂd by the Minister of Housing and Local Government during

Wilditch Street Nos, 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 Areas.
Winstanley Road Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 Areas.
Weybridge Street Nos. 1, 2 and 3 Areas.

Henley Street Area.

Ti]ﬂ Wilditch Street Area had been represented in 1959, and the
Maining Areas in 1960.

to Inspections made in connection with slum clearance during 1961
talled 330



30
Closing Orders.

Under Section 17 of the Housing Act, 1957, 4 Closing Orders in
respect of dwelling houses were made during the year ; 13 underground

rooms and 8 rooms in other parts of dwellings were closed under
Section 18 of the Act.

Court proceedings were instituted against one person in respect of
the unlawful occupation of an underground room contrary to the pro-
visions of a Closing Order. The defendant pleaded ** Guilty ” and was
fined 10s. Od., and £2 costs were awarded to the Council.

Overcrowding.

Thirteen cases of overcrowding creating offences against the pro-
visions of Section 78 of the Housing Act, 1957, were investigal
and appropriate action taken to secure the abatement of the over
crowding.

Certificates of Disrepair.
Rent Act, 1957.

The following table shows the work carried out during the year if
connection with Certificates of Disrepair : —

Applications for Certificates of Disrepair (Form I) received 42

Decisions to issue Certificates of Disrepair (Form J) 41
Undertakings received from landlords (Form K) ... ... 2!
Undertakings received from landlords (Form K) accepted 17
Certificates of Disrepair (Form L) issued ... .
Certificates of Disrepair refused : 3

Applications for cancellation of Certificates of Disrepair
(Form M) received :

Cancellations of Certificates of Disrepair (Form N) issued ... 20

Applications for Certificates re undertakings (Form ()
received from landlords ...

Applications for Certificates re undertakings (Form Q) |
received from tenants ;

Certificates re undertakings (Form P) issued to landlords ... 25
Certificates re undertakings (Form P) issued to tenants
Inspections carried out ...

The number of applications received for the issue, and for canl:FHa
tion, of Certificates of Disrepair, and for Certificates re undeﬂa'kmﬂ
showed a decrease when compared with the previous year, as did the
number of Certificates of Disrepair cancelled during the year.
end of 1961 there were still 152 Certificates of Disrepair in force.
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Housing Accommodation Applications.

All applications made to the Council are normally dealt with by
the Housing Manager, who refers to me those cases in which the
application is based wholly or partly on medical grounds. These cases
Include applications for transfer from Council tenants. He also refers
Certain cases in which some special feature is involved (e.g., fitness of

asement rooms).

During 1961 a total of 476 cases were dealt with on the grounds
Of ill-health or unsuitable accommodation. The maximum number of
Points on medical grounds other than pulmonary tuberculosis were
allocated to 28 applications and 6 cases were referred to the Housing
Ommittee for special consideration on these grounds. In 4 cases the
Maximum points were given for pulmonary tuberculosis, 1 of these
ing referred to the Housing Committee for special consideration as
the accommodation was inadequate. In 23 cases of transfer applications,
Fehousing was recommended as essential on medical grounds.

The London County Council notify cases in which the application
10 that Council alleges sanitary defects. The houses are inspected, and
ction to secure the remedy of any defects found is taken.

Housing Act, 1961.

Part IT of this Act contains amendments to the Housing Act, 1957,

and particularly in connection with houses in multiple occupation.

Ocal Authorities are given new and strengthened powers to deal with

?qu&lid living conditions in such houses. The new powers fall into
OUr main groups : —

(1) Power to apply a code of management to individual houses
in which proper standards of management have not been
observed. The requirements for this code are to be prescribed
in Regulations to be made.

(2) Stronger powers to require the provision of additional facilities
and amenities essential to decent living conditions, and also
adequate means of escape from fire.

(3) Power to carry out work in default.
(4) Power to make a direction limiting the number of persons
in a house in multiple occupation.

i When the Regulations are made, it will be possible to deal with
ulti-occupied houses very much more effectively.
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Factories and QOutworkers.

Factories Act, 1937.

Metropolitan Borough Councils are responsible for the enforcement
of the provisions of this Act in regard to :—

(i) Sanitary conveniences—Section 7—In all factories.

(i) Cleanliness, Overcrowding, Temperature, Ventilation, and
Drainage of Floors—Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6—1In all factories
where mechanical power is not used.

(iii) Certificates of Suitability for Basement Bakehouses—Sec-
tion 54—In all basement bakehouses.

(iv) Water Supply (where derived from a source other than the
public mains)—Section 53—In all factories.

The following table gives the number of factories on the register
at the end of the year, with the number of inspections, defects found.
and action taken.

Prescribed Particulars on the Administration of the
Factories Act, 1937—Part 1.

1. —INSPECTIONS FOR PURPOSES OF PROVISIONS AS TO HEALTH,
(including inspections made by Public Health Inspectors).

e

Number of

Number .
Premises on :
: : Written Occupiers
Register | Inspections L prns«cgutﬂ d
(i) Factories in which
Sections 1, 2, 3, 4
and 6 are to be
enforced by Local
Authorities e 100 369 3 —
I
(i) Factories not
included in (i) in
which Section 7 is
enforced by the
Local Authority ... 398 2,295 9 1
______.--"
(iii) Other Premises in
which Section 7 is
enforced by the
Local Authority
(excluding out-
workers’ premises) 28 53 — —
_-—-"'...
TOTAL 526 2,717 12 1
R
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2.—CASES v wHicH DEFECTS WERE FOUND.

MNumber of cases in which

Overcrowding (S.2.) it gt s
Unreasonable temperature (S.3.) — —_
Inadequate ventilation (S.4.) ...| — -
Ineffective drainage of floors (S.6.)] — —
Sanitary Conveniences (S.7.)
(a) Insufficient 3 3
(5) Unsuitable or defective ...| 18 18
(c) Not separate for sexes ...| — —_

Other offences against the Act
(not including offences relating
to Out-work) ... | — -

defects were found Number

of cas

: Referred in whic
Particulars = - B prosec-

me- (4] Y ufions
Found | “fed | HM. | HLM. |were in-
In- In- |stituted

spector | spector
Want of cleanliness (S.1.) === 7 — — —

TOTAL ... e 28

The following table shows the factories in the Borough, classified

rding to the trades carried on.

FactoriEs CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO TRADES.

Mechanical Factories |Non-Mechanical Factories
Trade Lt
At 1 Jan. | At 31 Dec. | At 1 Jan. | At 31 Dec.

"--._______
Building and Allied ... 26 29 20 19
Clothing and Allied ... 39 42 14 15
Engineering and Heavy

Industry ... ... 59 57 = —
E;]Ectri:ai and Allied ... 23 25 = e
Fﬂﬂd and Allied 31 28 2 2
h&‘miture and Allied ... 15 16 3 2
P?tal WGl'kEr awa - ]-3' 15 = =

linter and Allied ... 32 31 3 2
g Vehicle Repairer 47 57 19 18
T‘::;g Laundry ]g 13 — —

po oad & Rail — —

Otherg ...(R ) 68 7 45 42
o —

"1t e AR 380 398 106 100
e ——
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Outworkers.

During the year, in February and August, lists of outworkers were
received from Battersea employers and from other authorities as required
by the Factories Act, 1937. Some of these lists included outworkers not
residing in Battersea, and these were forwarded to the appropriat€
authorities.

The following table gives the prescribed particulars, under Part VIII
of the Act, relating to outworkers.

Section 110 Sectlon 111 =4
Mo, r:tl Mo, D,.:f Mo. of Mo, of
out-workers| cases = instances
Nature of Work |'in August | defauir in |Prosecutions of work in | MNotioes i
list required| sendi for failure | *\ ol served | Prosecutio
by Sect, | tists to the | ©© Suoply | TELLE
110 (1) (® | Council st premises
Wearing apparel ...
(Making, etc., clean-
ing and washing) 70 — — — —_ -
G s .
The making of boxes
or other receptacles
or parts ereof
made wholly or
partially of paper 26 — —_ — —— —
=i —
Lampshades 4 — — = —_ o
— |
TOTAL | 100 — — - — —_
—

The total number of registered outworkers’ premises in the Borough
at the end of the year was 129 (including 1 contractor). The total
number of inspections made was 244, The premises were found to b¢
generally satisfactory, and it was not necessary to serve any notices or
to take any other action.

The following table gives details of the outworkers’ premises :—
Number on Register

Trade Premises Workrooms  Persons emp]ﬂl"‘]
Wearing Apparel ... 86 90 93
COERIne & o 2 2 3
Keys ... 1 1 1
Boxes, etc. ... 6 8 9
Feather Fillers | 1 1
Lamp Shades 32 35 39
Button Carding ... 1 1 1

129 138 147
Bakehouses.

There were 12 bakehouses on the register at the end of the yeal:
one having been closed and one added during the year. All thes€ © -
classed as factories, and 10 of them use mechanical power. Twenty
seven inspections were made and one notice was served.

Three of the bakehouses were ** basement bakehouses* within the
meaning of Section 54 of the Factories Act, 1937.
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Atmospheric Pollution.

Clean Air Act, 1956.
Smoke Control Areas.

Confirmation by the Minister of Housing and Local Government
Oof the Council’s No. 2 Smoke Control Order, which had been declared
by the Council in September, 1960, was received in May, 1961, the
only modification being the change of the operative date from the
Ist October, 1961, to the I1st December, 1961, It was later necessary to
eXtend this date until the Ist May, 1962, residents in the Area not
ha"!ng been able to take advantage of the Spring months of 1961 to
Carry out adaptations.

With the Nos. 1 and 2 Areas, approximately 287 acres are now
Covered by Smoke Control Orders, and this acreage will be enlarged
s rapidly as possible.

b The officers employed in the Smoke Control Areas make house-to-
Ouse visits to all premises, giving advice and leaving explanatory
lterature. When the Order is confirmed, each household receives an
4pplication form for approval of proposed works of adaptation and
“Stimated costs, with an instruction to forward it, upon completion, to
the Public Health Department, It is usual then for a further visit to be
Made, if necessary, concerning the work or to give any further advice,
and an inspection of the completed work is made when payment of
grant is applied for. During the year 2,684 visits were made ; 431 appli-
Cations for approval, relating to 754 conversions, were received, and
8rants approved amounted to £7.618.
d The map on page 36 gives an indication of the two Areas already
Cclared and confirmed. It is intended to continually expand the areas
O smoke control until by 1965 at least one half of the Borough will be
fl“‘-'ﬂred by Smoke Control Orders. That part of the Borough to the
]gﬂh of the railway is largely in the process of redevelopment, and by
65 a clearer picture of the requirements in connection with Smoke
ntrol Orders will be available. The new estates constructed are in
d tmselves free from smoke emission, and it will be necessary only to
cal with the remaining private residences and industrial and other
®Mmercial premises.

Smoke, etc., Nuisances and Observations.

sm During the year, 16 complaints were made alleging nuisances from
B{)“kf-"- dust, grit, etc., emitted from the premises in various parts of the

Tough, All these complaints received careful and sometimes
Prolonged investigation.
Fir A number of complaints were received in connection with one large

M in the Borough, concerning not only smoke emission but pungent
hag“” arising from the manufacturing processes involved. The matter
Py Il_"ec::wed prolonged observation and investigation by officers of the
&xte ic Health Department, and the Firm in question has carried out
ﬁl‘lder;mvﬂ wmks_. b_u::-th to their boiler p_lants and to their process, In an
an, Vour to eliminate the cause of nuisance. This work is continuing,
will :ﬁfe“ its completion it is hoped that no further cause for complaint
kﬂmln addition to dealing witil‘speciﬁ*c complaints, obser'va[i.:.ns are
n 4pon the chimneys of any industrial plant which merits observa-
obge and the appropriate action taken. A total number of 26l
“Ivations were made. One notice was served.
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Smoke Measuring Station.

The smoke measuring station installed in the Department in 1956
Continues to give valuable information concerning smoke density and
Sulphur dioxide in the atmosphere. The readings are taken by
Members of the staff of the Department, and the Department of
ﬁmentific and Industrial Research receive the results and collate the
Information with other results obtained from Authorities all over the
Country. The following graphs show the readings obtained throughout
1960 and 1961, and the * block graph on the following page shows
4 comparison of the readings for the five years 1957 to 1961.
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Smoke Measuring Station
Public Health Department, Lavender Hill.

Average Concentration of Smoke and Sulphur Dioxide
in Microgrammes per Cubic Metre of Air.

SMOKE — - SULPHUR mumnc_—l:l
[ oy P 1958 1959 1960 19061

.

l

TONE OEC TAd.  TunE OEC. TAM.  TuWm OEC.TAM,  Juus QEC. TAM.  TUHE

1957 1 1958 | 1959 | 1960 | 1961

Notification of Installation of Furnaces.

Notification is required under Section 3 of the Clean Air Act, 1956,
of the installation of any furnace with a heating capacity of 55,
B.T.U’s or more per hour. The Section does not generally apply ta
furnaces designed solely or mainly for use for domestic purposes. I
purpose of the Section is to see that any new furnaces installed _Sh_ﬂl
be, so far as is practicable, capable of being operated without emitting
smoke. One such notification was received during the year,

Exemption of Premises engaged in Investigation and Research.

Section 21 of the Clean Air Act, 1956, provides for firms engﬂsﬁ
in research with regard to air pollution and the efficiency of furﬂﬂcke
generally to apply for exemption in the event of emission of smO
above the prescribed density.

One application for exemption under this Section was recei en;
and this was granted for one year. No untoward emissions W
observed.

|
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Protection of Food Supply.

(A)—INSPECTION OF FOOD PREMISES.

The regular inspection of all premises where food for human
~onsumption is sold or stored is carried out as a routine. The Food
4nd Drugs Act, 1955, and regulations made thereunder, is the principal

€t under which action is taken.

FOOD PREMISES.
As at 31st December, 1961

Milk Distributors ... 135
Restaurants, Cafés 145
Canteens, Kitchens 78
Butchers ... 63
Horseflesh (for human consumption) ... 1
Ice Cream (Sale) ... 262
Ice Cream (Manufacture) 11
Fish Shops (Wet and Fried) ... 39
Food Factories ... 20
Bakehouses (Not underground) ... 8
Bakehouses (Underground) 3
Preserved Food ... 109
Bakers 48
Greengrocers 83
Confectioners 215
Grocers and Provisions ... 260

Miscellaneous (Chemists, Public Houses, Off-Licences) 204
Stalls : —

Grocers 4
Greengrocers and Fruiterers 60
Fish and/or Poultry ... 4 8

fo There are 1,067 food premises in the Borough, together with 72
thed Stalls. Some of the premises shown above are listed under more
Tl one trade category.

Dairies and Milk Distributors,
wh At the end of the year there were 135 premises in the Borough

the - ¢Cupiers were registered as milk distributors. The business of
A (a: ' remaining wholesale dealer, whose premises were registered as
AIry, was discontinued during the year.

Con AH‘ these premises were visited during the year, and 2 notices
%ﬁmﬂg non-compliance with the Food Hygiene Regulations were
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Milk (Special Designation) Regulations.

The Milk (Special Designation) Regulations, 1960, which cam€
into force on the 1st October, 1960, replace and consolidate, wit
amendments, previous Regulations made between 1949 and 1954.

The number of Dealers’ (Pre-packed Milk) licences issued undef
the Regulations during 1961 was 135,

Ice Cream Premises.

Section 16 (a) of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955, provides for the
registration of premises used for the sale, or manufacture for the purpos®
of sale, of ice cream, or the storage of ice cream intended for sale. The
number of premises registered at the end of the year was 273, Prior 10
registration, the premises are inspected as to suitability before recom”
mendation to the Health Committee. The majority of applications aré
for the sale of pre-packed ice cream from refrigerated containefs:
Particular attention is paid to the 11 premises where manufacture takes
place, and samples of the product are taken for examination. (See pag®
45).

In connection with the sale of ice cream from a van, a case _'-‘"ﬂz
reported in which three contraventions of the Food Hygiene Regulation
were concerned.

The contraventions comprised : —

(a) The van did not show the name and address of the perso?
carrying on the business ;

(b) the vendor had failed to provide a supply of hot and cold
water ; and 1

(c) the vendor had failed to provide facilities for washing
equipment.

He was warned, but took no action to remedy the matters. Th::;
summonses were issued, and the defendant was fined £20 and orde )
to pay £1 in respect of offence (a), and fined £5 each in respect of (¥
and (c).

Butchers’ Shops.

There are 64 butchers’ shops in the Borough. All these shops 3‘:_5
systematically inspected, 1,824 visits having been made during the }’Ei’ﬂ;
It was not necessary to serve any notices concerning non-compliance W!
the Food Hygiene Regulations.

One shop where horseflesh is sold for human food is i:u:lﬂ'-'l‘e’fjl
among the butchers’ shops mentioned above.

Fish Shops.
wher®

Shops in which fish, either cooked or uncooked, is sold, or
the curing or smoking of fish is carried on, are regularly inspccﬁ*
There are 39 such shops in the Borough. 128 inspections were M°% ¢
but it was not necessary to serve any notices in respect of brea

the Food Hygiene Regulations.



41

Grocers’ Shops.

All grocers’ shops are subject to routine inspections, and following

4 report concerning a contravention of the Food Hygiene (General)

egulations, 1960, at a grocer’s shop, a summons was issued against the

s_hﬁp-k-:emr for placing food on the public footway so as to involve

sk of contamination contrary to Regulation 8 (a). The defendant
Pleaded ** Guilty ", and was fined £1 and ordered to pay £2 costs.

Preserved Food Premises.

_Section 16 (b) of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955, provides for the
fegistration of premises used for the preparation or manufacture of
“@Usages or potted, pressed. pickled or preserved food intended for sale.

total of 109 premises were registered at the end of the year. In

dition to butchers” and fish shops, 7 inspections of other preserved
90d premises were carried out. Four notices under the Food Hygiene
RQE.Ulatiuns were served.

Catering Establishments,

th All restaurants, cafés, canteens and kitchens are regularly inspected
Foughout the year. There are 223 of these premises on the Register,

Rd 760 inspections were made, 3 notices under the Food Hygiene
€gulations being served.

Food Stalls,

All street stalls from which food for human consumption is
Sold are regularly inspected and, where the food sold is stored in the
Orough, the storage places are also inspected. There are 72 food stalls,
g € majority of them being in the two street markets in Battersea High
t and Northcote Road.
1 Legal proceedings which were taken against the owner of a mobile
hﬂn from which ice cream was being sold are referred to under the
®ading * Ice Cream Premises ™ on page 40.

FOOD PREMISES.
Summary of Operations.

IHEPEJCtiDns— Work carried out—
Butchers’ shops oM Sanitary conveniences
ithghops .. .. 128 cleened, Jmprovwd, g
: or repaired ...
Milkc shops st pige | MO8 Cold water provided ... 11
¢ cream premises ... 89 Hot water provided ... 20
Preserved food premises 7 Wash-hand basins pr
Other food shops ... 900 vided R
FUDd stalls 144 Sinks prmiided 8
0od storage ;.’:!‘El'l‘li.‘:\"‘.::; 13 anl:ilatiﬂéld provided or 5
/ improved ...
NCatermg establishments 760 Premlfses cleansed or
Oticeg repaired A Sir 8
LT e L Clothes accommodation
Mmonses issued ... 4 provided 2
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(B)—SAMPLING OF FOOD AND DRUGS.

The analysis of samples of food and drugs purchased formally
and informally under the Food and Drugs Act is carried out by the
Public Analyst for the Borough, J. E. Woodhead, Esq., B.SC., F.R.1.C
PH.C.. at his laboratory at 325 Kennington Road, London, S.E.ll.

General bacteriological examination, and the examination of
samples of heat-treated milk and of ice-cream, is carried out by the
Public Health Laboratory Service.

The total number of formal samples taken under the Act during
1961 was 146. In addition, 298 informal samples were procured.

Of the 444 formal and informal samples procured for analysis, non¢
were reported by the Public Analyst to be adulterated.

This is the first year on record during which all samples, both formal
and informal, have proved to be genuine. However, one formal sample
of sausages was found to contain a lower percentage of meat than it 15
generally agreed they should contain. As there is no statutory require
ment in this matter, action was taken by cautioning the manufacturers:

The percentages of samples reported by the Public Analyst 0
be adulterated during the quinquennia 1921 to 1960 are given in th®
following table. The years 1960 and 1961 are shown separately.

F 1 1 Inf 1 les

vear il moten | Tl
Mean 1921—1925 6.4 T4
»  1926—1930 3.3 2.4
»  1931—1935 1.8 2.1
. 1936—1940 0.9 0.9
., 1941—1945 1.4 1.1
. 1946—1950 1.0 1.1
» 1951—1955 2. 2.2

.. 1956—1960 1.1 0.9 .
1960 1.9 0.5
1961 0.0 0.0

The following tables give details of the articles of food and drugs
of which samples were obtained for the purpose of analysis.

—
EXAMINED ADULTERATED __
Mature of Sample In- In- o
Formal | formal | Total [Formal| formal __T_ﬂ_____,
Baking Powder == 4 4 — i —
Batter Mixture o] 2 2 S e —
Beans in Tomato Sauce ... 1 - 1 s i —
Biscuits ... S (= 1 1 = s —
Bread and Bread Crumbs| — 6 6 _— = ==
Butter ) (R | o 3 — = i
Cake and Pudding Mixture, 1 9 10 — = -
Cereal Preparations ] 16 17 — — ,.::""
= 2 i 5 e
Carried forward .| 6 38
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Coffee and Chicory Essence

nfectionery, Sugar
ordial
ream

Custard Powder ...
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Drugs. E
EXAMINED ADULTERATED 2
Mature of Sample 3 == e
ot : Formal nt:::al Total | Formal fﬂlnt':la] Total
Castor 0Oil | = 1 1 = foa i
Cream of Tartar... vl — 3 3 5 — s
Liquid Paraffin ... A 1 1 — il s
Soda, Bicarbonate of ... — 3 3 - Tz s
Totals O [— 8 8 chi s =
Milk.

One hundred formal samples of milk were taken during the year:

Of the 100 samples, 25 were designated as *“ Channel Islands
or “South Devon™ milk, for which a higher minimum percentag®
(viz., 4 per cent.) of milk fat content is provided for under zu'rangf.-,:rm:{'l'i5
made between the producers and the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheri¢s
and Food. All of these samples were reported to be in conformity
with this standard, their average composition being : —

Milk fat ... 3 4.52 per cent.
Non-fatty solids ... B e
Total milk solids ... AR . 3

The milk fat content of the 25 samples of * Channel Islands 3
or “ South Devon ™ milk ranged as under : —
between 4.8 and 4.9 per cent. 5 samples.

VR o R L IR 2

o e TR 2

SRR T TR R 5

. 44 , 45 " 4 %

R o e T 4

A L R e e
25

All the 75 samples of ordinary milk were reported as genuil®
and the average composition was as follows : —

Milk fat ... 3.70 per cent.
Non-fatty solids ... 8.76 0
Total milk solids ... e 125 o

Their content of milk fat ranged as follows : —

Over 4.0 per cent. 2 samples
between 3.9 and 4.0

» N

e o BRSO R L il

IR e

e AT i

Al a5t a6 T

ota S tasg B

B R TR o
75

—
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Heat Treated Milk.

. Samples of pasteurised and sterilised milk are taken at regular
Intervals for submission to the Public Health Laboratory Service for

€ prescribed tests, and during the year samples as under were taken
With the results set out :—

Phosphatase Methylene Blue
Satisfactory  Failed Satisfactory  Failed
Pasteurised s 29 — 29 —
Turbidity
Satisfactory  Failed
Sterilised ... % i 11 —

Monthly returns of the samples taken, and of the results of the
“Xaminations, are sent to the Milk Division of the Ministry of
‘“tgncuiture. Fisheries and Food, and they are at once notified of
any adverse report.

Ice-Cream.

Thirty-three samples of ice-cream were taken during the year, each
“ample being submitted to the methylene blue test.

The samples were, as a result of the test, placed in the following

8 i —
Provisional Grade 1 ... 20
i o SR B 6
Fisid 4
; L .3
33

Where samples of ice-cream made at premises in the Borough
mce“’q unsatisfactory reports, the premises, plant, and methods of
tion are examined, and, where possible, improvements are

Suggested.

Foreign Matter in Food.

There were eight instances of foreign matter in food dealt with
Uring the year, The following six cases were, on the instruction of
¢ Health Committee, dealt with by cautionary letters : —

Piece of rope in a loaf of bread.

Cigarette stub in a loaf of bread.

Ball-point pen cap in a loaf of bread.

Machinery grease and dirt particles in a bottle of milk.
Spaghetti infested with grain weevil.

Chocolate containing a maggot.

a whln two cases legal proceedings were taken, the first being against
the Olesale dairy firm for failing to ensure that a milk bottle was in a
the fough state of cleanliness before use contrary to Regulation 27 (1) of
“NMilk and Dairies (General) Regulations, 1959. The firm pleaded
Samm' Guilty , but were fined £10 and ordered to pay £10 costs, 'ThE*
Ereaﬁ firm were concerned in the case mentioned above of machinery
ﬂﬂrl'sﬂ and dirt particles in a bottle of milk which had been dealt with
'€r In the year by a cautionary letter.
“maifegal proceedings were also taken against a firm of bakers for
G Ul{g selling a bread roll containing dust. The defendants pleaded
uilty ”, and were fined £20 and ordered to pay £5 5s. 0d. costs.



46

Unsound Food.

The following table gives particulars of the unsound food whichs
under the provisions of the Public Health (London) Act, 1936, Sectiof
180 (8), were voluntarily surrendered to the Council.

Commodity Lbs. Tins Jars Pkts. | Pints
Cheese ... 121
Fish (wet) 1
Fish (preserved) ... 242
Fruit (preserved) 224 899 3 32
Meat (fresh) ... S (e
Meat (preserved) .. | 1,964 41 8
Milk (tinned) ... 12
Offal 3004
Poultry ... 7573
Sauces ... 40
Soups ... 83 7
Vegetables ok A% 15 399 58
Other foods ... 38% 72 159 164 2
e

One complaint was received concerning a pork pie, purchased from
a vending machine outside a food shop, which was found to 4::r::rrtt3'2
a mould growth. The firm concerned were prosecuted under Section
of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955. They pleaded “ Guilty », and we®
fined £25 and ordered to pay £3 costs.

FOOD POISONING.

Twelve cases of food poisoning were notified during the year, 3:;‘:
a further two cases were otherwise ascertained. In twelve cases
causative organisms were found to be : —

Salmonella agana 1 case
Salmonella typhi-murium ..« 10 cases
B.colr ... ] case

The agents for the remaining two cases were not identified.

Of the ten cases of salmonella typhi-murium, five occurred in two
families.

In addition to the above cases there was an outbreak of Clostr idiur®
welchi affecting 21 people who ate Christmas dinner in a staff Cﬂﬂ:ﬂm
situated within the Borough. The duration of the illness varied f pot
twelve to twenty-four hours, but the food causing the outbreak was
identified. None of these cases were notified.
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Miscellaneous Matters.

Conferences.

The Council were officially represented at the undermentioned
Conferences dealing with mattérs within the purview of the Public
ealth Department.

Conference Delegates.

Royal Society of Health, Clir. Miss E. A. Coles, J.P., and
Blackpool—24th to 28th the Medical Officer of Health.
April.

Association of Public Health Clir. G. Whitehead and Mr. 1. R.
Inspectors, Bournemouth— Lewis, Factories and Work-
19th to 22nd September. shops Inspector.

National Society for Clean Clir. Mrs. C. M. Davis and Mr.
Air, Brighton—4th to 6th G. W. P. Weeks, Chief Public
October. Health Inspector.

Royal Society for Prevention Ald. Mrs. A. M. Smith and the
of Accidents; Home Safety, Medical Officer of Health.

London—I1st November,

Care of Old People.

“Many calls have been made upon the Public Health Department
d“rlﬁg the vear, and it would appear that the general public are

ming more aware of the needs and problems of old age. This 1s
'0 be welcomed, for the earlier we can be informed about an old person
f&qulring help the more satisfactory the outcome, for loneliness, w]}:l:h
hs S0 common to many of the elderly, not only affects their physical
€alth but also their mental processes, leading to various degrees of
&ema] confusion and subsequent complaints from worried neighbours.
d Confused old person is not always easy to deal with, and if conditions
“eriorate and there is a refusal to accept essential services, compulsory

ers of removal may have to be taken as a last resort.

m Last May saw the retirement of Miss J. Round, one of the Depart-
l]uems women Public Health Inspectors, who had for a considerable
Mmb&u‘ of years done sterling work in visiting and helping the aged.
vis: M. 1. Richards was appointed in her place as an Old People’s
Exmﬂt{r: and started duty in August. Mrs. Richards has had past
abll’eﬂ&nce in old people’s work, and since her appointment has been
ﬂﬁt? 10 concentrate further on the more urgent cases which come to the
Co ¢ of the Department. Her efforts, augmented by the London
incoty Council Home Helps, the Department’s laundry service for
b}_“ﬂnlment patients, the excellent Meals-on-Wheels service provided
el l Rockall and her helpers in the Women’s Voluntary Service, aﬂfi
.l;;.muE other voluntary services, go a long way in alleviating old people’s
:Tess and are a means of rehabilitating and stabilising their lives. Our
adm.afb' object is to keep the old persons in their homes rather than
"isit'lt them to Old People’s Welfare Homes. The regular and specialised
by INg by the London County Council Health Visitors is highly valued
ma:}ihe Department, and there is a continuous * to and fro™ of mfof-
Vigi On between the Medical Officer of Health and the Old People’s
'lor on one hand, and the Health Visitors on the other.
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At this juncture I must express my indebtedness to the Battersed
Old People’s Welfare Committee, by whom the Public Health Depart*
ment has been helped in so many ways, ranging from grants of monéy
towards various items to arranging for an old person to have domiciliary
}:hjmpndy. We look forward to even more fruitful relationships in the
uture.

As decline in bodily health and vigour sets in, so progressive break”
down in an old person’s environment occurs, and this is seen in thé
room, or rooms, occupied, which becomes at first merely dirty, a0
eventually insanitary, and sometimes a nuisance to other people. Th®
unpleasant task of cleansing these rooms has been carried out by volun-
teers from the staff of the Disinfecting Station for a nominal rewalt
However, towards the end of the year the Council approved more
adequate financial recognition of their unique and invaluable work:
A further step is the decoration of such rooms, after the removal ©
accumulated rubbish and washing down. The Battersea Old People
Welfare Committee has kindly agreed to meet the cost of the necessary
decorating materials, which will transform a dreary room into something
more cheerful and pleasant. Some of the Battersea Youth Clubs havé
expressed their willingness to do the actual decorating, and hope '©
start work shortly. Thus the youth of Battersea will also be making 2
real and practical contribution towards assisting the less fortunat®
elfdﬁrlly folk of the Borough, and 1 wish to thank them for their offé!
of help.

Removal under Section 47 of the National Assistance Act, 1948.

Compulsory removal of an old person from his or her home, how*
ever inadequate the home may be, is an unpleasant, but fortunately rar®
procedure, and much careful thought is given to such a case befor®
definite action is taken. Happily, after kindly persuasion, the old pel'ﬁd'
usually agrees to go into hospital voluntarily, but it is impossible to leav®
some old people in the bad conditions of their home when they ® d
suffering from grave chronic illness and lacking any proper care 87
attention. Emergency action had to be taken in the cases of two ©
ladies during the year following the visit of a Justice of the Peace. Botb:
besides suffering from chronic illness, were mentally confused and 11“"’.%
in poor conditions. One old lady, after being admitted to St. Joh"
Hospital, was ultimately transferred to Tooting Bec Hospital. The other
unfortunately, died in hospital a short while after admission.

In the many problems brought tv the notice of the Public Hﬁﬂ"l:.
Department we work in the closest co-operation with the family dﬂ““fs
and the hospitals, but in the cases liable to compulsory removal théﬁ
liaison is even more important in view of the gravity of the step 1© (he
taken. I should like again to take the opportunity of expressing
thanks of this Department to Dr. Sthyr, the Physician Superintendent, o
St. John’s Hospital, Battersea, and his staff, for all the excellent adY:
and ready assistance we have received from them in our dealings "
the aged. The aim of the geriatric unit is to improve the general hea! e
of the elderly and so successfully rehabilitate them that they are o
to return to their homes improved in physical and mental health. The



 rmm

49

they can be supported by the various local services. I should also like
to thank the many family doctors who have given us much help in the
More difficult cases which have been brought to our notice.

_ We look forward to the time when compulsory removal is truly a
ing of the past, and, indeed, this would not seem to be so far distant
With all the recent progress in the care of the old people of the Borough.

Use of Slipper Baths by Old Age Pensioners.

. The Council make available to old age pensioners free use of the
SI'PPEI‘ baths at their Baths Establishments (with use of a towel) on
Production of their pension books. This facility has also been extended

blind persons.

During the year 1961 this arrangement was taken advantage of
e respective Baths Establishments as follows : —

the Lo

pﬁwﬂl‘s
Making

the

Mak

Amby

Males Females

Latchmere 3D 2,299

' Nine Elms 778 319
Plough Road 1,484 1,494
e Total 6,004 4,112

Home Safety Act, 1961 : Accidents in the Home.

E’aft&l‘sea homes.
8¢ groups ; Table II gives the numbers from various causes each year

The Home Safety Act, 1961, repealed and replaced Section 82 of
ndon County Council (General Powers) Act, 1957. The Act em-
the Council to promote safety in the home, by publishing or
other arrangements for giving information or advice relating to
Prevention of accidents in the home, and to contribute to non-profit
ing organisations concerned with the promotion of home safety.

The following tables, compiled from reports made by the London
lance Service, indicate the number of accidents occurring In
Table 1 shows the number of accidents in 1961 In

Since 1957
HOME ACCIDENTS IN BATTERSEA.
Table 1

.

Bl (
Ve Age group (years) ol e

’“n]ﬂrr‘ 1 | 2-4 |5-14|15-24|25-44 | 45-64 | 65-74 [75 plus
I;i:—-__

4 |12]2 21 | 37 | 48 | 36 | 68 | 101 | 173 | 274
‘i’__{:n wh | | @w| d6 |a3s |79 |13 | 268 |669)| @D |1000)
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Table II
Cause of Accident 1957 | 1958 | 1959 | 1960 | 196l
Fall :
On stairs ... 37 41 36 39 30
From ladder 6 4 4 6 2
From chair 6 7 T 6 i
QOutside (i.e., wmdows, b&lcnmes,
roofs, P:tc} (] 5 9 [ 5
[ngarﬂen 10 B 10 10 11
In bath ... 1 — 1 1] —
From one level to another {le.
tables, boxes, beds, etc.) . 14 11 12 10 13
On same level (ie., in roum.
over objects) - i 19 35 31 32 il
Unspecified 80 8S T2 1m 108
E::by ject .. P 5 5 6 6 6
I:Ing stove [sau ans, wa.ter ats
-.':ep 2 4 4 4 4
Tﬁﬂpﬂi i 1 p 2 2 2
Other bmling water ... 8 4 5 4 6
Peoning dniia o e R
oisoni 1inclu foreign objects
Gassing e g g,-n : ] 3 4 6 3 4
Kmfe-li.ka wounds [1nn1ud1n;g sptkm
and cuts from glaas] 17 12 7 14 12
Windows (ira I.l'l
Suﬂ'oﬂtim:: p,[f E} 1 1 1 1 —
Not specified . 18 15 13 11 12
Total | 251 262 | 240 276 | 274
Rate per 10,000 population ... | 213 237 | 221 | 258 | 26
t®

Burial of Deceased Persons.

Under Section 50 of the National Assistance Act, 1948, the IIZ]::HJI'-"EE‘l
are responsible for the burial or cremation of the body of any pﬂﬂ
dying, or being found dead, in the Borough, and have power to rec@ of
from the estate of the deceased person, or from any person who, u“dhﬁ
the Act, was liable to maintain the deceased immediately prior tﬂ e
death, their expenses incurred in carrying out the duty, in so fa nﬂl
these expenses are not covered by any grant made under the Natio
Insurance Act, 1946.

During the vear, 9 cases were dealt with.

undertaker under contract, and not more than one coach is prov

for followers. The Health Department make the arrangements
collect all available information regarding any estate left by the dec ble
particulars of his National Insurance, and the existence of any lia
relatives. This information is passed to the Borough Treasurer s0

he may take steps to recover the cost.

The burials arranged by the Council are carried out by a %cﬁ
‘and

The total cost incurred in dealing with the 9 cases was £l
approximately, and of this amount £50 was recovered.
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Barbers and Hairdressers.
London County Council (General Powers) Act, 1954—Section 18.

_ The Council, under the provisions of the above-named Section,
fegisters all barbers and hairdressers and their premises. At the end
of the year there were 72 registered premises in the Borough, and 143
Nspections were carried out.

Pet Animals Act, 1951.

. The object of the Act is to regulate the sale of pet animals,
With particular reference to their welfare whilst kept for sale in pet
Shops, A pet shop may not be kept except under the authority of
@ licence granted in accordance with the provisions of the Act.

Licences were issued in respect of 11 shops and 25 visits were
Made during the year.

Pharmacy and Poisons Act, 1933.

b This Act is chiefly concerned with the distribution by sale or other-

0;_5&'3 of poisonous substances. The list of poisons is contained in an

p.oer made under the Act. This Order is divided into Part I and
art II. With the poisons contained in Part I, the Council are not

thﬂﬁeme:d. since an “ authorised seller ” is a pharmacist registered with

o Pharmaceutical Society, and enforcement is entrusted to Inspectors
Ppointed by that Society.

Substances specified in Part II may be sold by “listed sellers”,
:nd these are persons who, on written application in a prescribed form,
E“q On payment of stated fees, are recorded by the Council as * persons

fitled to sell poisons in Part II of the Poisons List ™ at the premises

q rded on the Register. The Council are required to enforce the Act

u]ﬂd Orders so far as they relate to “ listed sellers ” and have appointed

the Public Health Inspectors as [nspectors under the Act. At the end of
© Year there were 80 persons registered under the Act.

Heating Appliances (Fireguards) Act, 1952,

mitaREgulations under the above Act prescribe that heating appliances

be ﬁblﬂ for use in a dwelling house or other residential premises shall

ang tted with a robustly made guard securely attached to the appliance,

Reguf:f;" satisfy certain other tests set out in a Schedule to the
ons.

Wlthlt has been found, since the passing of the Act, that almost
%?“t exception appliances on sale are sold to a British Standard
o L ication, which gives the double assurance of their being subject
Mspection at the place of manufacture,

off IDGcasiﬂna] cases of second-hand appliances of an old type being
Such for sale may occur, however, and a constant watch is kept for
the ; PPliances. One such case was reported during the year, and, on
ap.: Istructions of the Health Committee, legal proceedings were taken
st the vendor, He pleaded * guilty »*, and was fined £2,

lgﬁl.[his Act has now been repealed by the Consumer Protection Act,



52

Oil Burners (Standards) Act, 1960.
This Act came into effect on the st January, 1961, and under it

Regulations were to be made requiring oil heaters to comply Wi i
specified standards of safety. Provision is made for the prohibition o
the sale of oil heaters or component parts which do not comply with

the regulations, and for inspection and testing.

The Act has now been repealed by the Consumer Protection Act:
1961.

The Consumer Protection Act, 1961.

The Consumer Protection Act, 1961, came into operation on the
19th August, 1961, and enables the Secretary of State to make Regul?
tions in respect of any prescribed class of goods, as to composition of
content, design, construction, finish or packing, to prevent or reduc®
risk of death or personal injury, and to secure that goods of these classes
are marked in a manner prescribed, with any necessary warning ?5
instruction. The duties as regards inspections and prosecutions are 12
on the Council by the Schedule to the Act, which also repeals th®
Heating Appliances (Fireguards) Act, 1952, and the Oil Burne®

(Standards) Act, 1960,

Noise Abatement Act, 1960.

The Act provides that noise or vibration which is a nuisance Shﬂ'}:
be a Statutory Nuisance for the purposes of Part I1I of the Public Heal
(London) Act, 1936, and amends Section 66 of the London County
Council (General Powers) Act, 1936—which already dealt with certd?
nuisances of this character within the Metropolitan area, by substitulg
for the words * excessive or unreasonable or unnecessary noise Wh d
is injurious to health ™ the words * noise which is a nuisance ~.
extends the application of the Section to vibration nuisances.

The Act does not contain any reference to standards or 111:.?,5151.:l'ﬂl'if"‘“lt
of noises which would constitute a nuisance, but leaves it in the ver!
broadest terms, and thereby permits varying opinions of what does 0f do:z
not constitute an actionable nuisance. It does, however, contain a cla s
prohibiting the operation of a loudspeaker in a street between the ho¥
of nine in the evening and eight in the morning, and restricts the us®
a loudspeaker in the highway for purposes of advertising, trade
business at any other time. The Act does not extend to noise or vibrﬁﬂ
caused by aircraft. In its application to London there is a minor chd al
of the proviso to subsection (1) of the London County Council (Gene {0
Powers) Act, 1937, by which references in this Metropolitan ACt
action by *‘three persons being cither householders or nccupl?l‘t‘-i‘ﬂag
premises within hearing of the noise nuisance™ is replaced by ‘+ hat
persons each of whom is the occupier of land or premises, and is 10
capacity aggrieved by the nuisance ™.

erall)

The rigid application of the Act suffers by the lack of any gen®
accepted standard, and in the four complaints which have beerl dbas
with in this vear it has been found that persuasion of the offender
been more practicable than direct official action, and the aim has peed
to lessen, or remove where possible, offending noises which have
the subject of complaint.
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Public Swimming Baths.
The Council maintain four public swimming pools—three at
Latchmere Baths and one at Nine Elms Baths.

The source of water supply at the Latchmere Baths is from deep
Wells. In the event of breakdown or any temporary cessation of supply
rom the wells, the water is obtained from the mains of the Metropolitan
Wa_ter Board. The Nine Elms Baths are supplied from the Board’s
Mains, The Bath water is effectively chlorinated, and there is a turn-
Over or change of water in the Baths approximately every 3% hours.
Samples of water from the swimming pools are taken at fortnightly
INtervals and submitted for bacteriological examination. The results
ave been consistently satisfactory.

Public Lavatory Accommodation.

Five public conveniences for both sexes and one for females only
dre provided by the Council in various parts of the Borough, two
bﬁlng underground. All the lavatory accommodation at each of the
““ﬂ'-'gniences is provided free, and, in the interests of public health, free
Washing facilities are also available.

One public urinal is maintained, and in addition the urinals attached
0 eight licensed premises are, by arrangement with the owners, available
10 the general public.

Disinfection and Disinfestation.

. . Methods of Disinfection : Following the notification of a case of
fﬂfﬂctmus disease requiring disinfection, an inspection is made and the
Ollowing methods used. The patient’s room is sprayed with a
Omaldehyde solution. The doors and windows are closed and the
O0m can be used again after five or six hours. Advice is also given to
the occupier that a thorough ** spring cleaning ™ of the room is a very
f’ﬁmﬂve “ disinfection ™ process, and should be carried out in addition
0 the work of disinfection by the Council’s staff,

Bedding and clothing are collected and steam-treated at the Station,
;'glﬁfe the disinfection plant consists of two large steam disinfectors.
q Cots, pillow cases and hand towels are exposed to formalin vapour in

Special chamber prior to being washed in the adjoining laundry.
als, Books and other articles which cannot be steam disinfected are
SO treated by exposure to a formalin vapour.

tre., Disinfestation of Verminous Rooms : Articles in the room requiring
wr?atme:lt are removed for steam disinfestation. The room is sprayed
gl an insecticide containing Pybuthrin and Lindane/D.D.T., which
a""ﬁ, a prolonged residual effect. In the case of a heavy infestation,
&r:hltraveg and mouldings are required to be eased for deeper pene-
tion of the insecticide.
b Control of Insect Pests: The construction by the Council of large
annckﬂ of flats containing covered ducts taking hot water, plumbing
ud drainage pipes has raised a problem of insect infestation. These
!-::-m form an ideal harbourage for insects which would be difficult
h deal with by normal hand spraying. A Microsol Mist Generator
ey D€n_purchased by the Council, and this fitting, having a_small
g d,ﬂr unit, is capable of spraying a fine mist or fog of insecticide to
'Stance of 50 feet, the mist settling out on to the surfaces of the duct
v € piping contained therein. This fitting is in use and is proving
ory Successful.
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Complaint has also arisen through infestation by the Clover Mité
(Bryobia praetiosa) of Council premises, particularly new blocks ©
flats. The mite is brought in on turves in grassing the areas adjoining
the blocks. It is red in colour and harmless, but a source of annoyanc®
to the occupants. It has been controlled by the use of an acaricid®
applied in the form of a * wettable ™ powder based on ™ Malathion
as one of the active ingredients.

Personal Cleansing Station.

There are facilities for treatment of scabies and verminous co™
ditions at the Personal Cleansing Station, Sheepcote Lane, During
the year 146 treatments were given to persons suffering from or contact®
of scabies—47 to adults, 84 to school children, and 15 to childref
under school age.

In addition to the above 39 adults and 206 children found t©
be verminous were cleansed. Of the 206 children, 190 attended fro™
local schools by arrangement with the London County Council, whe
have entered into a contract with the Council for the use of the Persondl
Cleansing Station. The cleansing and treatment of the school childre?
is carried out under the supervision of officers of the London Count
Council. while the disinfestation of clothing and, if necessary, of the
home is carried out by the Borough Council’s staff.

The following table shows the number of treatments at the
Personal Cleansing Station and the expenditure incurred since 1950

- . unt
Year Adults Children | *Expendi- éun:lilri-
ture buted
I,
Werminous | Yerminous
and Scabies |and Scabies £ £
1950 226 2,238 1,750 410
1951 200 1,858 1,992 406
1952 176 1,994 1,956 535
1953 Y Ll 144 1,943 1,932 508
1954 el 214 2,499 1,966 512
1955 246 2,318 2,371 526
1956 s 262 1,517 2,681 547
1957 e AL 289 1,535 3,202 553
1958 e i 288 1,756 2,536 560
1959 221 1,259 2,259 560
1960 _ i 142 640 2,529 545
1961 o s R6 305 2,280 540
—

* Financial year ending 31st March. Other columns, calendar year.

It will be seen that the decrease in the numbers of adl}lt‘é ;gj
children treated which occurred in 1959 and 1960 was continued in |

The contract with the London County Council, referred to ﬂl?ﬂz
provides for the payment by them of 3s. 6d. for each treatment g of
whether for vermin or for scabies, with a minimum payment

£500 per annum.
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Arrangements have been made with the Wandsworth Borough
pﬂuﬂﬂil. and the Lambeth Borough Council, for certain of the residents
1 those Boroughs, who require treatment or cleansing, to attend at the
b ttersea Personal Cleansing Station, the cost of this service being borne

¥ the respective Boroughs in which the patients are resident.

During the year 57 treatments were given to Wandsworth residents
d 13 treatments to Lambeth residents.

M‘-‘ﬂlﬂds of Treatment :—

i Scabies : Persons attending for treatment are given a hot bath
OF twenty to thirty minutes, thoroughly dried, and Benzyl Benzoate
?Dplled to the whole of the body. This is repeated on alternate days,
here being three treatments in all.

. Verminous heads: The hair is treated with a preparation con-
:i‘eﬂmg cotton-seed oil, tar oil, paraffin oil and oil of lemon grass, and
th I washed with a shampoo of soft soap and borax. It is then dried

Oroughly, combed with a Sacker’s comb to remove nits, washed,
he cd and combed again. The operation takes approximately half an

Our for each child, and a final check is made by the Sister in attendance.

S The Council have two flats attached to the Personal Cleansing
d:‘allﬁﬁ for the temporary use in emergency of people or a family
ISplaced, usually following fumigating procedure. The Council have
that these shelters may be used for Wandsworth residents at
iﬂaannual fee of £25 for the right to use the shelters and a weekly
Tge of £1 10s. 0d. per shelter for every case sent there.
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Coroner’s Court and Mortuary.

Details as to the number of inquests held at the Coroner’s Court:
and bodies received into the Mortuary, during 1961, are set out IP
the following table : —

Usual Place of Residence

Details of Bodies Received Bt ey 2 | pa dﬂ Total

sea | worth | where un-

known
N,
Post-mortem only ...| 184 | 526 121 4 835
Post-mortem and inquest i N | 80 34 1 136
]
Total post-mortems .. 205 | 606 155 5 971
Inquest only cue] 1 — — 1
._———-"'-.
Total ingquests ... L2 81 34 1 137
Sanitary and other reasons ... 2 1 — — 3
|

Total bodies received ...| 207 | 608 | 155 5 975

VERDICTS AT INQUESTS HELD —

Accident and misadventure ...| 11 | 47 | 22 | — 80
Alcoholism I 1 — —_ 1
Natural causes - 2 2 — 4
Open verdict o] e | 4 2 —_— 1
AT R e e R T 7 1 43
Homicide il e e it 1 | — :
Referred to higher court el — 1 —_ -
POTAL: . - oaed | Spaip -1 | 1 | 13t
Ry

at the Coroner’s Court in respect of which no bodies were rece
into the Mortuary.

The Wandsworth Borough Council made a grant of £500 per ann®”
towards the cost of maintaining the Mortuary.

The London County Council pay a rent of £525 per annum fof g
use of the Coroner’s Court.

In addition to the above, a further forty-three inquests were hﬁ
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