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To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Metropolitan Borough of Batlersea.

Mr. Mavor, LapiEs AND GENTLEMEN,

I present herewith my report upon the Health and Sanitary
conditions of the Borough during the year 1949,

Vital Statistics.

The Registrar-General’s estimate of the population in mid-year
1949 was 117,510, an increase of 1,010 over the estimate for the
previous year. The birth rate was lower and the death rate shc-wt'_d
a slight increase. The infantile mortality rate fell to 25.21 which 18
a record low rate for the Borough and compares with a rate of 29 for
the County of London and 32 for England and Wales. The death

rate of illegitimate children during 1949 was 22.73 per 1,000 illegitimate
live births which is also a record low rate.

Infectious Disease.

The health of the inhabitants of the Borough was maintained at
a satisfactory standard. Apart from an outbreak of Poliomyelitis
of similar magnitude to that which occurred in 1947, there was no
serious outbreak of infectious disease. There were only 5 confirmed
cases of Diphtheria and no deaths from this disease during the year.
This compares with 217 notifications and 7 deaths in 1938. There
were 194 cases of Tuberculosis (all forms) notified, a decrease of 19
on the previous year and the deaths from this disease numbered 5%,
giving a death rate of 46.0 per 100,000 population. The number of
notifications in 1938 was 194 and the death rate 71.3 per 100,000
population. The incidence of Scabies has decreased considerably,
there being 51 notifications as compared to an average of 481 over
the five year period 1944-48.

Twenty-eight confirmed cases of Acute Anterior Poliomyelitis were
notified during 1949, and 2 cases of Acute Polio-Encephalitis.
the total 30 cases, 28 were children under the age of 15 years. There
were 3 deaths. Of the 27 cases discharged from hospital, 3 were
seriously paralysed, 8 had slight paralysis and the remaining 16 showed
no evidence of paralysis.

The deaths from Cancer continue to rise and numbered 37 moreé
than in the previous year. These deaths constitute 18.9 per cent. of
the total Battersea deaths during the year.

Food Hygiene.

There was no serious outbreak of food poisoning during the year-
The increase in community feeding during the war years and since the
end of the war has emphasised the importance of the careful and
hygienic storage, handling and preparation of food. The common
practice of cooking meat and serving it re-heated the following day,
besides destroying its palatability and possibly its food value, is @
potential source of danger of infection. Further, the holding over
for sale from one day to the next, or even later, of such articles of
food as meat pies, sausage rolls, etc., especially in warm weather, i8
fraught with danger and must be condemned. Many firms of repute
have issued instructions that under no circumstances is any stock of
this nature to be carried forward even overnight. It is, of course
highly desirable that premises where food is stored, handled and pre-
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Pared, should at all times be kept in a cleanly condition and should be
Suitable for the purposes for which they are used, but there is no doubt
the greatest danger of infection is likely to arise from the persons
andling the food. Much educational work is required to be done to
educate employers and employees in this matter of food hygiene and
n the grave consequences that may result if the elementary rules of
ygiene and personal cleanliness are not observed.

The Council, very much concerned with this problem, issued during
the year a Code of Standards for Catering Establishments, a copy of
Which is appended to this report.

Old People.

The question of the care of aged and infirm people has become a
matter of importance and concern during recent years due, in part, to
the realisation of the fact that the proportion of old people in the
population is increasing and is likely to increase considerably in future
vears. The Battersea Old People’s Welfare Committee, composed of
representatives of the Council, of various voluntary organisations, and
of other interested persons throughout the Borough, has, for some time,
operated the “ Meals on Wheels ” service to provide hot mid-day meals
to aged people who are either bed-ridden or are confined to their homes.

he meals are obtained from the London County Council Restaurant,

tchmere Road, and are sold to the old people at a charge of &d
During 1949, one van operated on this service and the cost of distribu-
tion was £200, towards which the Borough Council made a grant of
£150. During the current year, a further van has been added and
the Council has agreed to make a further contribution of £150. This
service has been much appreciated by the old people, and, in part at
least, supplies a very crying need.

Housing.

As in the previous year, much of the work of the Samtary
Inspectors was concerned with the investigation of complaints of
Sanitary defects in houses in the Borough and in the main action has

n taken, where necessary, under the Public Health (London) Act,
1936. 2933 houses were dealt with in this connection during the
¥ear, In appropriate cases, informal and formal action was taken
under Section 9 of the Housing Act, 1936.

Co-operation continued with the Council’s Housing Department
in connection with recommendations for rehousing on medical grounds
and in other ways. Many investigations are also made at the request
of the London County Council where applicants for rehousing on their
Cstates, allege that they are living in overcrowded or insanitary conditions.

I wish to thank the Mayor and Members of the Borough Council,

and more particularly, the Chairmen and Members of the Health and

ousing Committees, for the continued encouragement and support

which | have received from them during the year. I gratefully

acknowledge also the help 1 have received from the Chief Officers of

the Council and the assistance and loyal service always readily rendered
by the whole of the staff of the Public Health Department.

I have the honour to be, Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

(Signed) G. MACDONALD,
Medical Officer of Health.
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Vital Statistics.

The Registrar-General’s estimate of the 1949 mid-year civilian
population of Battersea was 117,510 as compared with 116,500 in 1948.
The population of Battersea at the census taken in April, 1931, was
159552, and the Registrar-General's estimate for 1949, therefore,
indicates a decrease of 42,042 (or 26 per cent.) since the census, but
an increase of 1,010 during 1948/9.

The Registrar-General’s estimate of the mid-year civilian
population of the Borough (117,510) has been adopted for the purpose
of the statistics contained in this Report.

BIRTHS.

The number of live births registered in the Borough during 1949
was 2,280 (1,258 male, 1,022 female). Of this number 1,089 were
transferred out, the permanent residence of the parents being outside
the Borough, and 832 registered outside the Borough were transferred
in, giving on balance a total of 2,023 births (1,070 male, 953 female,
an excess of 117 males) relating to Battersea residents, and a live birth
rate of 17-22 per 1,000 of the population. This is a decrease of

2:08 on that of 1948.

Of the Battersea births (live and still) which occurred within
the Borough, 792 were “ domiciliary births.”

Illegitimate births numbered 132, or 6:5 per cent. of the live births.

The number of births occurring in each quarter of the year is
shown in the table on page 13.

The live birth rate for the County of London was 18-5 per 1,000
of the civilian population, and for England and Wales the rate was
16-7 per 1,000 of the total population.

Still-Births, .
The registration of still-births is made compulsory by the Births
and Deaths Registration Act, 1926,

During 1949 there were 54 still-births registered in Battersea, of
which 28 were of Battersea parents. 15 still-births occurring nuts1gle
the Borough were registered as belonging to Battersea, making 43 1
all, representing a still-birth rate of 20-81 per 1,000 births (live and still)
registered. Of the 43 still-births 4 (9-3 per cent.) were registered
as illegitimate.

The number of Battersea still-births registered, and the still-birth
rates from 1940 to 1949 were as under :—

No. Rate No. Rate
Ol = A7 = 255 1996 w. 59 227
1941 42 315 L S ) 5
1842 43 267 048 i 46 =206
1943 ... 36 216 1949 ... 43. 208
1944 .. 40 24-0 Mean

1045~ 38 253 194049 47 243
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Notification of Births.

During 1949 the number of notifications of live births received
belonging to the Borough was 1,948, The corrected number of
Battersea births registered during the year was 2,023. The propor-
tion of notified to registered births was, therefore, 96-3 per cent.

Forty-one still-births were nofified under the provisions of the
Public Health (London) Act, 1936, during the year, the number notified
being 95-3 per cent. of the total Battersea still-births registered.

The homes from which births are notified are visited and revisited
by Health Visitors,

MARRIAGES.

The marriages registered in Battersea during 1949 numbered 1,013.
The marriage rate (i.e., the number of persons married per 1,000
of the population) was 17-2.

Year. Marriages. Marriage-Rate.
1944 .. = e 730 17:1.
1945 ... it 1,082 23.9
1946 .. i, - 1,043 19-2
1947 ... ekt = 1,085 18-9
I L i - e 088 170
Mean, 1944-48 .. 986 I 19-2
o tlo pas il v S 1,013 | 17-2
DEATHS.

The number of deaths registered in the Borough during 1949
was 1,844, Of these 955 were deaths of non-residents and wer¢
transferred to the districts in which the persons ordinarily resided.
There were, on the other hand 537 deaths of Battersea residents regis-
tered outside the Borough. The total (corrected) number of deaths
belonging to the Borough was 1426 (males 725, females 701). This
gives a recorded death rate of 12-14, compared with 12-2 for London,
and an increase of (-86 in 1948,

The following table shows the age and sex distribution of the
total deaths (corrected) in Battersea during 1949:—

'i};gs::. 1— 5— T ‘ 45— 65+ | Total.

M 31 5 T AR TR

F 20 5 3 47 | 119 | 507 701

Totals...| 51 10 11 93 | 336 | 925 | 1,426
% ot ; |

Total ...| 36 | 07 0-7 65 | 236 | 649 100
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It is well known that in almost all districts the average age at
Flﬂﬂ_tth tends to increase. The position of Battersea in this respect
1s illustrated by the following figures :—

AVERAGE AGE AT DEATH.

Mean, 1940/1944 ... - . 609
TORE, o ey S37 s 62+4
1946 . GBS ar Yo 61-4
b 1L et e R
PORE e ok 633
e R G ) v e e B8
Moo, TOM5/1M9 s Sic 63-0

During 1949 the deaths of 925 residents of Battersea aged 65
years and upwards were registered. The distribution of these deaths,
which constituted 649 per cent. of the deaths at all ages, is set
out in the following table :(—

65 and | 75 and 85 and Total
Sub-District. under 75. ] under 85. _1.1;:11-.'.r=a,1-vrjs+ over 65. | o
W. | F | ¥ (60 - S 5 | O - W

North Battersea | 90 | 85| 66| 89| 26 | 18 | 182 192 | 374
South Battersea | 117 | 119 | 95 | 144 | 24 | 52 236 | 315 | 551

Borough v 207 2041151 233 | 50 | 70 | 418 | 507 | 925

_ The number of infant deaths in each quarter of the year is shown
In the table on page 13.

The natural increase of population (that is, excess of births over
deaths) was 597 in 1949 as compared with 934 in 1948.

_The causes of the 1,426 deaths occurring in 1949 classified in
various age groups, are shown in the following tables.
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Causes oF DeaTH AT DIFFErReNT Periops oF LiFe IN BATTERSEA

pDURING 1949,

The following table is supplied by the Registrar-General :—

Al E

CavusiEs oF DEATH. Sex.| Ages.| 0— | 1— | 5— | 16— | 46— | 66—
ArL Causes M. | 725 31 5 8 46 | 217 | 418
F. | 101 20 5 3 47 | 119 | 607
1. Typhoid and para- | M.| — —_ — = e ks —
. t}fyp?hﬂid fevers F.| — — — —_ - — —
2. Cerebro-spinal fever %ﬂ[ - — =2 — — == —
8. Scarlet fever M.| — — = s 2 = =
F. — — — — — == —_
4. Whooping cough ... | M.| — — —_ - — —_— —
F' l 1 e — f— | — — —

e
5. Diphtheria ... 7 T ARl o e (et ) Lo v |
F- f—— — — — — e —
6. Tuberculosis of M.| 28 —_ -— — 9 18 1
respiratory system F.| 20 - 1 —_ 15 3 1

i
7. Other forms of M. 4 —_ 1 — 1 2 —
tuberculosis F. O B 1 1 R ==
8. Syphilitic diseases... | M. 2 —_ — - —- —_ 2
E. 3 — — —_ —_ 1 2
9. Influenza M. 4 — — — o 2 2
E, i _— — _ — 5 3
10. Measles M. | — — g — . e —_—
F. e —_— — —= i = —_—
11. Ac. polio-myelitis M. 1 — 1 —— — — —
and polio-encephalitis | F. 3 - — — 3 — —
12. Ac. infective M. 1 — == - 1 —= —
encephalitis F. | — —_ — . - e —

13. Cancer of buccal cavity

and cesophagus (M.) | M. | 11 — — — 3 2 6
uterus (F.) F.| 10 — — — — 4 6
14. Cancer of stomach | M.| 30 — - — 3 12 15
and ducdenum F. 18 — — —- — 3 13
16. Cancer of breast ... | M.| — —_ — —_ o = -
F. 19 - -—- — 2 13 4
16. Cancer of other sites | M. | 108 — —_ — T 46 56
F. T4 — —_— - 7 20 47
17. Diabetes M. 4 — — — —_ — 4
F. 6 — — — — 2 4
18. Intra-cramial M.| 53 — — - e 10 43
vascular lesions F. 83 —_ — — — 13 70
19. Heart disease M. | 180 — — —_ 4 45 | 131
F. | 227 — — e b 21 201
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Causes oF DeatH, 1949—(contd.).

All
CAUSES OF DEATH, Sex.| Ages. | 0— | 1— 5— | 15— | 46— | 80—
20. Other diseases of M.| 33 o - 1 1 8 23
circulatory system F.| 42 | — | — — 1 5 36
21. Bronchitis ... M.| 85 1 i = = 26 68
F.| 46 — | 1 - — 4 41
22. Pneumonia... M.| 38 3 sy — 1 | @ 22
F.| 80 3 1 — 2 | 4 20
28. Other respiratory | M. 8 —_ — — 15 A il b
diseases | F. b — — e — 2 3
— |
94, Ulcerof stomachor |M.| 18 | — | — | — | — gk g
duodenum [ 0 — — — — 3 6
25, Diarrhoes (onder 2 | M.| 2 1 R R [ |
years) | F. 1 1 e - — — —
|
26. Appendicitis R ET: 2 — — — — 1)1
F. 1 — — — — = 1
|
27. Other digestive M.| 11 —_ | = | = 2 4 5
dizseases F. 17 — i == = — 5] 12
28. Nephritis M| w0 | =] = e
F. F 11 === —_— 1 4 (i}
29. Puerperal and post- 1
abortive sepsis . F _— et e L - — e
30. Other maternal
causes - H 2 —_ — - 2 = =
31. Premature birth ... | M. 6 6 | — — | = | = =
i ¢ [ —pa ISRl
32. Congenital malforma-
tions, birth injuries, M.| 18 17 — — —_ ==
infantile diseases F.| 13 g8 | — 1 3 — 1
—— |
33. Suicide M. 9 | — — | — 1 3 5
P SRR vy A 4 2
34, Road traffic accidents | M. f — — 3 2 — 1
F. i 1 o (Sl g
35. Other violent causes | M. | 15 gk 8 2 5 2
E. a9 1 1 —_— 1 2 4
86. Al other causes ... | M. | 41 1 — — 8 10 22
F.| 20 s = = 4 3 22

Infant Mortality.

During 1949 the deaths of 51 infants under 1 year of age were
Tegistered as belonging to Battersea. The total number of live births
registered during the year was 2,023, giving an infant mortality ratc
of 25:2] per 1,000 live births as compared with 31-58 in 1948 and
31:54 in 1947.

E The infant mortality rates in the County of London and in
ngland and Wales during 1949 were 29 and 32 respectively.
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The following table sets out the causes of death in detail.

InFanT MorTALITY, 1949,

Nett Deaths from stated causes at various ages under 1 year.

AGE FERIODS.

CAUSES OF DEATH. Weeks. Months. Total
Under| 1-7 Total deaths
24 | days. under under
hours., 1-2 2-3 -4 4 1-3 3-8 69 g-12 1
wenks.) Foar.
b v sl Elv rbe v rlo rFlu. FiM. FiM. Flu. F
Whooping Cough ... | 1 T 1
Bronchitis ... 1 1
Pneumonia 111 H1 ﬂll 1} 1 3 3
Diarrhoea. ... |1 1 1 3
Premature birth sodd e il i 6 o 6 8
Congenital malform-
ation, birth injury,
infantile diseases ...| 6 3/ 5 2 1 12 H3 202 1 17 8
Violent causes 1 | 1 1j 1 2 1
Other canses 1 1
8 69 41 11 21 1R01RKS5 34 32 1 ,?.120
Totals 13 13 2 3 33 8 7 3 5l
Percentage of Total | 25.5 [ 25.5| 3.9 | 5.9 | 3.9 | 64.7]156.7 | 13.7 | 5.9 100.0
b

=y
=

|-
=

'*'i\%:.\

\

L]
-]

\a

wla\%

\ \&

a2

There were 33 deaths of infants durin
life (or 647 per cent. of the total infant deaths) as compared with
33 deaths (or 46'4 per cent.) in 1948 and a percentage for the quin-
quennium 1944-1948 of 49-4.

the first four weeks of

TABLE SHOWING DEeATHS oF INFANTS UNDER 1 DAY, UNDER 1 WEEK

AND UNDER 4 WEEES FrRoM 1944 1o 1949,

| Percentage
end Under | 1 to 1 to Eﬁaﬂ deaths und?f
24 hours 7 days 4 weeks 3 il 4 “;g;-‘::-is o
| infant deaths
I i
1944 12 12 9 33 40-7
1945 ... 21 13 6 40 61-5
1946 ... 20 - 20 _ 16 56 518
1947 .., 12 . 19 8 39 464
1948 ... | 14 ol 33 464
Mean ... 16 ; 15 i 9 40 | 49-4
T e el i, Sk e e o

\

E\

\=\

\s

i\

%
o
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The number of deaths and infant deaths registered in each quarter
of the year is set out in the following table, in which, for convenience,
the corresponding figures for births have also been inserted.

I : '
: Births Infant Deatl
T e O] (li'-'f:}- , {1;::1321‘ 1 L}?‘ea‘f}. All Deaths.
| Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent
. No. of Total. No. of Total. No. of Total.
T I 16 31-3 482 33-8
2 495 245 14 27-5 322 22:6
3 504 24-9 7 13-7 235 16-5
4 461 228 | 14 T | 387 27-1
Total_ | 2023 | 1000 ! 351 100-0 | 1426 | 1000

Deaths of Illegitimate Infants.

The death rate amongst illegitimate children during 1949 was
22:73 per 1,000 illegitimate live births, as compared with 44:30 mn
1948, 45-98 in 1947, 87-91 in 1946, and 37:04 in 1945. lhe corres-
ponding death rate of legitimate children in 1949 was 25:38, the ratio
of mortality rate of illegitimate infants to that of legitimate being
9 to 100. The corresponding figure for 1948 was 144 to 100.

Maternal Mortality.

During 1949 there were 2 deaths of women from diseases or
accidents of child-birth, which is equivalent to a fatality rate of
0-97 per 1,000 births (live and still), as compared with 3 deaths and
a fatality rate of 1-00 in 1948.

The rate for England and Wales in 1949 was 0-98.

Comparative Statistics of Births, Mortality, etc.

(Compiled from Registrar-General’s Returns.)

Civilian 1 Live Death Maternal Infant

Year Population Birth Rate Death Mortality
= ' Rate | Rate Eate
1940 ... | 108,380 166 | 184 177 413
1941 ...| 82100 157 183 1-88 63-4
1042 | 85,940 123 | 149 124 535
1943 ...| 89.160 183 | 158 00 539
1944 ., ‘ 85380 | 190 177 122 198
1945 00420 | 176 138 123 408
1946 | 108,610 | 234 13:5 1-54 42+4
1947 .. | 114960 | 232 126 073 31-5
1948 | 116,500 19:3 11:3 1-00 316
1949 ‘ 117.510 17-2 12:1 0-97 252
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Infectious Diseases.

The following table shows the number of (corrected) cases notified
during 1949 and, for the purposes of comparison, the average number
of cases notified annually in the five years, 1944-1948 :—

Motified | Average
1949 | 1944/48
Diphtheria ... i 26
Erysipelas ... A o ey 36
Scarlet Fever... 25t 263 183
Enteric (Typhoid) Fever ... L 1 2
Puerperal Pyrexia ... S ) 15 13
Meningococcal Meningitis... ik 2 7
Ophthalmia Neonatorum = 4 15
Polio-encephalitis = 2 i
Polio-myelitis ... ... 4l 28 7
Encephalitis Lethargica o 1 —
Malaria - 5
Dysentery 9 13
Pneumonia
(Acute Primary) 71 111
(Acute Influenzal) ... 8 21
Scabies ... 51 481
Food Poisoning 3 6
Whooping Cough ... 227 437
Measles 1,203 982
Tuberculosis (all forms) ... 194 | 197
Totals. ... 2,118 2,542

Diphtheria and Whooping Cough Immunisation,
Smallpox Vaccination.
Diphtheria and Whooping Cough immunisation, and vaccination

against Smallpox was carried out throughout the year at Southlands,
under the control of the London County Council.

I am indebted to Dr. Bertha E. A. Sharpe, Divisional Medical
Officer, No. 9 Division, who supplied the following informatior
relating to Battersea cases:—

DirHTHERIA AND Waooring CoucH IMMUNISATION.

Sessions held ... e 121
Completed cases :—
Diphtheria ... s | o 19
Diphtheria and Whooping
Cough combined ... .. 737
Whooping Cough ... ... 465
VACCINATION.
CEERIONE B = e s 51

Completed cases . . — 522
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TUBERCULOSIS.

During the year 1949 there were 194 cases of Tuberculosis (all
forms) notified in Battersea as compared with 213 in 1948, 162 10
1947, 228 in 1946, 199 in 1945, and 184 in 1944

In addition, 64 cases were reported or otherwise came to the
knowledge of the Medical Officer of Health, making a total of 258
cases for the year.

The case rate per 100,000 population was 219-6.

The tables on page 18 give details in age groups of the 258
cases,

Deaths from Tuberculosis.

During 1949 deaths from Tuberculosis registered as belonging
to the Borough of Battersea numbered 54, of which 48 (i.e., 88:9 per
cent.) were due to pulmonary tuberculosis, 6 (1.e, 11'1 per cent) to
other forms of the disease.

The death rate per 100,000 of the population during the 49 years
ended 1949 in quinquennial averages and in 1946, 1947, 1948 and
1949 are given in the following table :—

Years Pulmonary Puﬁ?c?j;ar}r Total
1901-1905 1381 509 1890
1906-1910 1268 459 1727
1911-1915 124-2 338 1580
1916-1920 o a0 134-8 300 164-8
1921-1925 926 | 230 1156
TG00 ¢ Core s xa :| = SRR R v 1053
1931-1935 81-8 14-4 96-2
1936-1940 2 i 76r1 g2 85-3
1941-1945 91-8 110 | 1028
Average (45 years) ... 106-2 | 258 1320
T e e S %65~ |-~ 83 847
1947 51-3 9-6 609
TOHaR: Sl o ol e 1 o T 69 6611
1949 40-9 5-1 460

The death rate per 100,000 population was 45 for England and
Wales, and 52 for the County of London.
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s

Formal Notifications

__..-—-"'".'

Number of Primary Notifications of new cases of tuberculosis

AGE Periops  [0— 1— [2— [5— [10—15—20—25—35 45—55—;3.5—?5——] [jﬂﬁl
Respiratory, Males ... | — | 2| 3| 2| 2 | sl1i7jes|n|nfw| 1|— ,..El-}-""
Respiratory, Females | 1| 3| 8| 4| 6|13 13|19 12| 7| 8| 1|— E

; | ' ; | 0
Nnn-Reﬁplrator}r,Male:.: 1| — 2 1 | — | 3| — i 3| —|—|— | — | — _-.L_‘__,.
Non-Respiratory, Fem. — | — | 2 3 2| — 2 —_ |- = | = | — 10

| ; | =

New cases of Tuberculosis coming to the knowledge of the Medical Officer of Health otner®”

than by formal notification.

e
SOURCE OF | ; . Number of cases in age Groups _..--";;
INFORMATION | 0— I1— l2— ls— l10—15—[p0—|26—|35—l45—)55—l65—|15— T2
S T [ frre o) ] | M Ly el s :.--*('ﬂ?
Death Returns Fl— | — | — | —|—|—=]|—|—=|—=]| === _.:...f
from  Local i 1'[6}
Registars' = [NR Ml — = — |'="| == ==l =il ==1== i e MR e | =
£ )
R L I e e I B B e e e e —
S e e RA Rt
Death Returns 1 i (ST (ot e (S oy SR SR S Qe TS S ___::’f
from Regis- +I ] 3 ©
trar-General  NE. M| — | — | — | — | —|—|—|—| 1| | —|—|—| =
(Transferable | : —t3
Ilear hs) | Fl — | — 1 I — | — | —=]|=]=]|=]—1=1)=
K. M —|—|—|—|—|— ._._l____l_______,--l:ﬂl
T T e o I L o o [, ey g B
Posthumous .--"{a'
Notifications NR M| — |— | — | —|—|—|—|—|—|—|—|— $ 0
Fl — | — ] —]—l—=1—1_—]—1— [P e s
T e e e A G110]| 1| 2| —| 2
"Transfers” from , ! .
Other Areas Fl—|—|—|—|—|—| 8|12 1 1| 1| —
(excluding |
transferable NR. M| — | — | — | — | —|—|—|—|—|— | — | —
deaths) 5 : ; i < | |
| AR
Other Sources :
\N,R. =" e ) LI e Y ] FRE) (Y S R (e [
=== T e
R.—Respiratory. ToraLs (A) ¥3
N.R —Non-Respiratory. s (B) E;
" (€)
-
64

Total number of Informal Notifications
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CANCER.

During 1949 the number of deaths of DBattersea residents from
Cancer was 269 (males 150, females 119) as compared with 232 mn
1948, 252 in 1947, 224 in 1946 and 214 in 1945. The death rate
from the disease per 1,000 of the population was 2.29. The deaths
from Cancer constitute 189 per cent. of the total Battersea deaths
during the year. |

The following gives the comparative average death rates from
Cancer in Battersea for quinquennial periods since 1901.

{OpL=1005 s 0-88 1O36-1040 mn t e J202
52,0 o L2 | ) e 0-95 1941-1945 ... e 2044
jor1=1915 .= i a1 E, & odant el
10fa=1aa " - -l 1-28 O e R SR
e [ ] R S 1-33 FORIE g it ot s 1]
1926-1930 ... R L0 L LT 229
1931-1935 .= . 175

The following table shows the localisation of the disease in the
case of the 269 deaths recorded in 1949.

Sy No. of Deaths Percentage
Localisation of Tota
Male Female Total

Buccal cavity,

(Esophagus (M),

Uterus (F) ... 11 10 21 7-8
Stomach and Duo- '.

denum ... 0 | 16 46 i
Breast ... — 19 19 71
All other sites ... 109 74 183 68-0
Total 150 119 269 100-0

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATIONS.

The bacteriological examination of clinical material (with the
exception of specimens of sputum, which are dealt with at the Chest
Clinic) is carried out by the Clinical Research Association, of
Watergate House, Strand.

During 1949 the number of bacteriological examinations of
specimens sent in by medical practitioners practising inl Battersea was
290 (exclusive of the specimens dealt with at the Chest Clinic). :

The following table gives particulars of the bacteriological
examinations carried out during the year:—

. Paositiv Negative Total

Suspected disease Rezlu;:: Rosults
Diphtheria ... ... 10 275 285
Other ... - 5 5
IR i 10 230 220

The cost of these examinations is borne by the Council, and in

1949 amounted to £47 14s. 11d.



Sanitary Circumstances.

The following table sets out in summarised form the details
of the main work of the Department in relation to sanitation :—

Summary of Main Operations for the Year 1949.

SANITARY OPERATIONS.

Inspections—
New houses .. 228
House-to-house 46
Houses let in sepa-
rate tenements —
Houses—following
complaints 6,115
Houses—following
infectious disease 753
Gipsy vans —
Common Lodging
Houses 10
Public urinals and
chalets 78
Re-inspections v 29,160
Other visits 2,666
Notices served—
Intimations ... A
Statutory (Sec. 197
and 200 279
Statutory (Flfth
Schedule) 178
Summonses issued ... 231
Magisterial Orders ob-
tained 5 95
Drains laid to new
houses 228
Drains relaid (whull}f
or partly) o 30
Drains cleansed and
repaired - 285
Drains tested (smnke) 115
Found defective 41
Drains tested (water) 503
Drainage plans received 102

Frontage drains
structed or
structed

COTl-
recon-

New hnuaes—-cerhh—
cates issued re water
suppl

I'IDUEESF supplied with
water and fittings
repaired

Additional water Sup—
plies to tenement
houses

Water closets pmvuled
supplied with water,
or supply discon-
nected from drinking
water cisterns

Water closets and urinals
cleansed and repaired

Drinking water cisterns
cleansed and repaired

Rain-water and waste
pipes disconnected or
repaired :

Soil pipes and drains
ventilated

Defective roofs
gutters repaired

Dustbins provided

Yards paved or repaired

Premises disinfected ...

Persons cleansed (in-
cluding 2,773 children)

Articles disinfected

Rat repression—
Premises inspected ...
Inspections

and

ProrecTion oF Foop SuppLy.

Inspections—
* Butchers’ and other
food shops...
Slaughterhouses
Fish shops
Food storage _
premises

1,379
49
226

163

Inspections—contd.
Dairies and
milk shops
lece cream premises
Restaurant kitchens
Samples taken ...
Summonses issued

228

110

333
272
511
1,200
14
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FacTor1ES, WORKSHOPS AND SHOPS.

Inspections— Ins : d

pectmns—-mn! :
Sh“PS 24 Qutworkers ... - 1,087
do. (Pharmacy Smoke observations 133

C Act) 30 Intimation notices
Factories ... A 1,303 served 32

—

Suymmonses issued

Legal Proceedings.

During the year, legal proceedings were taken by the Council in
251 cases, for the enforcement of various Acts, by-laws, peE
etc., administered by the Health Department. A summary 1s set out
below, and further details will be found in the sections dealing with
the respective matters.

Public Health (London) Act, 1936 ... . 231
Food and Drugs Act, 1938 . = e o 12
Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924 ... 2
Housing Act, 1936 .. = == o 5

National Assistance Act, 1948 (Removal of
Aged and Infirm Persons) ... 55 1
251

Fines totalling £10 10s. were imposed in connection with these
proceedings, and £103 11s. costs were awarded to the Council.

Public Health (London) Act, 1936.

The provisions of this Act in regard to Nuisances continued to
afford the main means whereby the remedy of insanitary conditions
found in dwelling houses could be secured.

During the year, 3,666 Intimation, and 2,178 Statutory (Nuisance)
Notices were served. The high proportion of Statutory to Intimation
otices gives some indication of the difficulty in securing compliance
with the latter. Furthermore, legal proceedings to enforce compliance
with Statutory Notices had to be taken in no less than 229 cases.
Of these, 95 resulted in Nuisance Orders being made by the Court.
Of the remaining 134 summonses, 132 were either adjourned or
withdrawn, as the work required to comply with the Notices was
either in hand, or had been completed, before the hearing. In 2 cases
fines totalling £2 were imposed.

In 17 cases action to enforce compliance with Nuisance Orders
had to be taken. In 16 of these, the Council carried out the work
in default of the persons on whom the Orders were made. In those
cases, the Council were entitled to recover the cost of the works from
those persons, and accounts were accordingly rendered to them. MDSf
of these accounts had been settled by the end of the year, but 1n i
instances proceedings for the recovery of the cost had to be taken.
Judgments for the amounts claimed were obtained in 2 cases, and
in the remaining 5 cases the money was paid before the date ©
hearing of the summonses, which were then withdrawn. In the one
Temaining case, the Council elected to take proceedings for mon-
compliance with the Nuisance Order. The summons was adjourned
Sine die, the work having been carried out before the date of hearing.
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Dustbins.

Under Section 105 of the Public Health (London) Act, 1936,
if any house is found to be without a proper dustbin, the Council may
serve notice on the owner or occupier requiring provision to be made.
The same Section provides that any person aggrieved may appeal to
the London County Council.

Similar provisions are contained in the Public Health Act, 1936,
which applies to England and Wales outside the administrative County
of London. Under that Act, however, any appeal against a notice has
to be made to a court of summary jurisdiction. In the last two or
three years, a number of such appeals have been made, some of them
being “subsequently taken to the Divisional Court. As a result, the
principle has been established that, in deciding whether notice should
be served on the owner or on the occupier, the local authority must
consider all the circumstances of the individual case. Towards the
end of 1949, the London County Council allowed an appeal by the
owner of a house in another London Borough, and although the
grounds on which this decision was made were not disclosed, there
is little doubt but that they had the same principle in mind.

It had previously been the practice of the Council, save in very
exceptional circumstances, to regard the provision of dustbin accommo-
dation as a matter for the owner, and accordingly to serve notice of
him. In view, however, of the situation created by the various appeals
referred to above, the Health Committee decided that in future the
circumstances of each case (e.g., net rent of house, number of tenants,
existence of any tenancy agreement, financial circumstances of the
occupier, etc.) should be submitted to them for their decision as to
whether the notice is to be served on the owner or occupier.,

It should be made clear that the right of appeal to the London
County Council still remains.

Common Lodging Houses.

At the beginning of the year there was only one common lodging
house in Battersea, this being the one for females at No. 67 Winstanley
Road. The premises were authorised to accommodate 50 lodgers,
and 10 inspections were carried out by the Council’s inspector. The
house was generally found to be in a sanitary condition, and con-
ducted in accordance with the requirements of the by-laws, and it
was not necessary to serve any notices in this connection.

This house was closed in June, and there now remain no common
lodging houses or Seamen’s lodging houses in the Borough.

Public Lavatory Accommodation.

Five public conveniences for both sexes and one for females
only are provided by the Council in various parts of the Borough,
two being underground. In addition to the usual lavatory accommor
dation (at least one free water-closet being provided for each sex)
facilities for washing are also provided. Three public urinals are
also maintained.

In addition, the urinals attached to seven licensed premises were
by arrangement with the owners, available to the general public at
the beginning of the year. The arrangement in regard to one of them
was, however, later terminated by the owners, but during the year
similar arrangements were made in respect of two additional premises.
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Drainage Work.

The by-laws made by the London County Council under the
Metropolis Management Acts with regard to drainage, and also those
under the Public Health (London) Act relating to water-closets, etc.,
are enforced by the Council.

During the year new drains were constructed to 228 new buildings,
and the drains of 30 old buildings were partially or entirely recon-
structed under the supervision of the Officers of the Department.

102 plans of proposed drainage work were deposited in 1949,

as compared with 112 in 1948,

During the year drains were tested by smoke on 115 occasions,
and 41 were found defective. The water test was applied on 50
occasions, this being mainly to drains in course of construction.

The frontage drains of 20 premises were constructed or recon-
structed.

Combined Drainage.

During the year four claims were made by owners of houses
drained by combined operations that the common portions of those
drainage systems were “ sewers” within the meaning of the Public
Health (London) Act, 1936, and that the Council were consequently
responsible for their maintenance. In the following two cases the
Council admitted the liability and carried out the necessary works to
the “ sewers " :—

94 /102 Cabul Road.

122, 124, etc., Usk Road,

In two cases, liability was repudiated, and the work was
subsequently carried out by the owners at their own expense.

Smoke Nuisances.

_ During the year a number of complaints were made, alleging
nuisances from smoke, dust, grit, etc., emitted from premises occupied
by various industrial and public utility undertakings in the Borough.
All such complaints were carefully investigated.

In the Annual Report for 1948, reference was made to S€rious
emissions of smoke, grit, etc., from two public utility updertakgngs
in the Borough. In one of them (an electricity generating station)
the installation during 1949 of additional grit arresting and other plant
of a similar nature reduced the emissions to a Very material extent.
In the other case (a gas works) little improvement caf be reported,
and does not seem likely to take place until the replacement of a
large amount of plant of an obsolete type can be effected. This, 1t
appears, is not likely to take place for a number of years.

Apart from these two instances, the complaints related to emissions

Erﬂm various industrial plants. On investigation, they were foun
0 be due to some transient cause such as the use of unsuitable fuel,
or temporary breakdown of some part of the plant. No formal

action was found necessary in any of these casecs.

The total number of observations made was 133.
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Effluvium Nuisances.

A small number of complaints alleging nuisance from effluvia
emitted from various industrial and business premises were received.
These were all investigated, and in certain instances no justification for
the complaints could be found. In the remainder, the cause was
investigated and the measures suggested resulted in the cessation of
the nuisance without the need for recourse to formal action,

Offensive Trades.

There are two premises in the Borough at which scheduled
offensive trades are cdrried on. These businesses have been established
for many years and are satisfactorily conducted.

Water Supply.

During the year certificates under Section 95 (2) of the Public
Health (London) Act, 1936, were issued in respect of 228 new or
re-erected dwelling houses or tenements,

In one house an additional water supply on an upper floor was
provided, in compliance with a notice served under Section 95 (5)
of the Act.

Twenty-four notices of waste of water from defective fittings, etc.,
observed during routine inspections of various premises, were sent
to the Metropolitan Water Board.

Periodical examination of the water supplies drawn from the
deep wells at the Latchmere Baths was carried out during the year.
The Public Analyst’s reports on his examination of the samples
showed that the water maintained a high degree of purity. These
wells supply water not only to the Baths Establishment, but also to
over 360 tenements on the Council’s Latchmere Estate. Formerly,
supplies were adequate for all these purposes, but of recent years the
yield from the wells has fallen, so that supplies from the mains of
the Metropolitan Water Board have had to be drawn upon to an
increasing extent. During the year, the Council decided to replace
the existing air-lift pumps with electrically operated submersible pumps
of modern design. It is hoped that, when these are installed, it will
again be possible to obtain from the wells sufficient supplies for all
requirements.

Rag and Bone Dealers.

Premises occupied by rag and bone dealers in the Borough are
subjected to regular inspection. During the year 98 inspections were
made. Various small irregularities found to exist were brought to
the notice of the occupiers of the premises and were remedied
without recourse to formal action.

One case of an offence against that part of the by-laws relating
to rag and bone dealers, which prohibits the giving of toys in
exchange for rags, was reported by the Police. By direction of the
Health Committee, legal proceedings were taken in this case, but the
summons had not been issued at the end of the year.
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Verminous Premises.

The number of premises found to be infested with vermin
(principally bed-bugs) was somewhat higher than for the year 1948,
which, as stated in the Annual Report for that year, had shown a
marked decrease on previous years. The increase was, no doubt, due
to the exceptionally’ warm weather during the summer of 1949.

During the year, 333 verminous premises, including 51 flats or
houses on the Council's Estates, were “treated.

Van Dwellings.

There are three sites in the Borough on which van dwellings
have regularly been placed for many years. The number of vans
on the sites varies from time to time. All the sites are subject to
regular inspection and are in general reasonably well kept.

Dangerous Structures.

Eighty-eight cases in which structures or parts thereof had been
noted, in the course of inspections for various purposes, as appeariig
to be unsafe, were referred to the District Surveyor of the London
County Council for his attention.

Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919.

The provisions of this Act, which give power to require steps to
be taken to eradicate infestations of rats and mice, and to prevent
infestations, are administered by the Council. The work is carried out
by the Rodent Officer, assisted by three Rodent Operatives.

All infestations coming to light, whether by way of complaint or
otherwise, are systematically investigated, and the necessary steps taken
to deal with them. In some cases the occupier of the affected premises
(who is the person primarily responsible under the Act), is called upon
to take those steps, and in others the work is carried out by the Rodent
Control Staff. In the latter event, the cost is recoverable from the
occupier. Except in the case of business premises, where the cost 15
recovered in full, the charges made are usually nominal. At the same
time, steps are taken to ascertain, and to secure the remedy of, the
cause of the infestation. This is frequently found to be defective
drainage or other defects in the building, for which the owner 1S
responsible, and he is called upon to remedy the defects. The wqu
of the Rodent Control Staff is, therefore, carried on in close co-operation
with the Sanitary Inspectors.

During the year, the Staff made 2,814 visits to 276 different
premises.

The sewers under the control of the Council were treated on
two occasions to destroy rats. The method adopted was that recom-
mended by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, namely, to lay
prebait (unpoisoned) on two successive days, and to follow on the third
day with poisoned bait.

_ The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, under the terms of
their Circular N.S. No. 11, pay a grant of 50 per cent. towards the cost
of the service in so far as this is not recovered by the Council from
fccupiers of premises.
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On the 30th July, 1949, the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act,
1949, received Royal Assent. This Act repeals, and re-enacts with
many alterations and additions, the provisions of the Rats and Mice

(Destruction) Act, 1919. It does not, however, come into operation
until the 31st March, 1950.

Vacant Sites, Static Water Tanks, etc.

Complaints continued to,be made of nuisances caused by the
dumping of rubbish in disused static water tanks, and on cleared
sites and in derelict buildings, and by the accumulation of stagnant
rainwater in static water tanks. In many cases, the rubbish consisted
merely of builder’s material, scrap metal, etc, which, although
unsightly, could not be said to be a danger to health. In certain
instances, however, dead animals, vegetable refuse, old bedding, and
other material of a putrescible nature were found. It appears that
the primary responsibility for abating any nuisance so caused rests
upon the owner of the site, but in view of the difficulty and delay
which would have arisen from any attempt to enforce this responsibility,
the Council themselves undertook the removal of any such material
causing or likely to cause danger to health, a special provision of
£100 having been made for this purpose. In five cases where
nuisance was being caused by water accumulating in static water tanks,
however, the owners of the site were communicated with and requested
to take steps to abate the nuisance and prevent its recurrence. As,
however, it appears that the owners are entitled to compensation,
under Section 2 (1) (b) of the Compensation (Defence) Act, 1939,
further action was deferred to enable them to settle this matter. The
negotiations had not been concluded by the end of the year.

Burial of Deceased Persons.

Under Section 50 of the National Assistance Act, 1948, the
Council are responsible for the burial or cremation of the body of
any person dying or being found dead in the Borough, and have
power to recover from the estate of the deceased person, or from
any person who, under the Act, was liable to maintain the deceased
immediately prior to his death, their expenses incurred in carrying out
the duty, in so far as these expenses are not covered by any grant
made under the National Insurance Act, 1946,

During the year, 32 cases were dealt with, as per the following
table :—

Died in St. James's Hospital... RN o, 20
. » St. John's Hospital ... L 7
., ., DBattersea General Hospital .... g 2
= -atthome: " S TR L = 3

32

Only 9 of these persons were residents of Battersea.

The number of cases falling to be dealt with by the Council
would have been greater but for the fact that the Ministry of Health,
in Circular 13/49, dated 1st March, 1949, requested Hospital Com-
mittees and Boards themselves to arrange for the burials of persons
dying in their Hospitals in cases where there was no “ liable " relative.
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The burials arranged by the Council are carried out by a local
undertaker under contract, and not more than one coach is provided
for followers. The Health Department make the arrangements and
collect all available information regarding any estate left by the
deceased, particulars of his National Insurance, and the existence of
any “ liable ” relatives. This information is passed to the Borough
Treasurer so that he may take steps to recover the cost.

The total cost incurred in dealing with the 32 cases was
£200 9s. 10d., of which £72 6s. 6d. had been recovered by the end
of the year.

Aged and Infirm Persons.

Under Section 47 of the National Assistance Act, 1948, the
Council are empowered to apply to a Court of Summary Jurisdiction
for an Order for the removal to a hospital or other suitable place
of any person who is aged or infirm or suffering from some grave
chronic disease, and is living under insanitary conditions. This power
is exercisable on the certificate of the Medical Officer of Health.

One such case was dealt with, the person concerned being a man
of about 76 years of age who was living alone in a first floor flat
under conditions which were clearly seriously detrimental to his own
well-being and a menace to the health of other occupants of the house.
His only relative was a brother who was himself an inmate of a
mental hospital. The Order was duly made and the man removed to
an institution under the control of the London County Council.

A number of other cases of persons, mostly of advancing years,
alleged to be living under unsatisfactory conditions, were reported. In
none of these was there justiﬁcatinn for certifying that an application
for an Order for removal be made. In some cases, however, it was
found possible to arrange voluntary admission to hospital, and other
cases were under observation at the end of the year.

Sale of Contraceptives from Automatic Machines.

About the middle of the year it became known that contraceptives
were being offered for sale from automatic machines attached to shop
fronts, or in shop doorways, in such positions as to be directly
accessible from the street without entering the shop. The Cnun_cﬂ
considered this matter and decided to support representations whi
had already been made by another London Borough to the Metropolitan
Boroughs’ Standing Joint Committee, with a view to legislative pOWers
of prohibition or control being conferred on local authorities. As 2
result, the Home Secretary issued a model of a by-law which could
be made under Section 146 of the London Government Act, 1939.
The Council at their meeting on the 2nd November made a I?J’-lﬂﬂﬁ
on the lines of the model, prohibiting the offer of a contracepliive for
sale by means of an automatic machine so placed that it can be used
by persons in a street, the expression * Street " being defined as
including a way or place over which the public have a right of passage,
and also the forecourt of, or entrance to a building, provided that suc
a forecourt or entrance is exposed to the view of persons passing
along the street, and that the public have unrestricted access to s
forecourt or entrance. This by-law was duly confirmed and came
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into operation on the 19th December, 1949. Immediately afterwards,
inspections were made of the five shops where machines were known
to have existed, but it was found that in all cases they had either
been removed or were being used to sell other articles. No further
offence came to light.

PROTECTION OF FOOD SUPPLY.
(A)—INSPECTION OF FOOD PREMISES.

Regular inspection of all premises where food for human
consumption is prepared, stored, or sold is carried out as a routine
measure. In general, they are found to be conducted in a reasonably
satisfactory manner, and the requirements of Section 13 (1) of the
Food and Drugs Act, 1938, and other statutory requirements complied
with. Such irregularities as were found were mostly of a minor nature
and remedy was secured without difficulty.

Restaurant Kitchens.

The number of restaurants and cafés (including fixed and mobile
stalls) on the register at the end of the year was 158. 511 inspections
were made, and 2 notices served for various defects.

It has become increasingly obvious that the conditions under
which much of the food is prepared in restaurants leave much to be
desired, and there is a growing recognition of the amount of illness
caused by the consumption of contaminated food. The Food and
Drugs Act, 1938, lays down certain standards and requirements to be
observed in places where food is prepared, stored and sold, but its
provisions are necessarily in general terms, and in order to make them
really effective in producing satisfactory conditions, food handlers,
both employers and employed, must go beyond them by observing the
basic principles underlying the production of clean food. It is how-
ever, unfortunately evident that the average food handler has very
little idea of these principles. In order, therefore, to bring them to
the notice of food handlers, and to encourage their observance, a
Code of Standards for Catering Establishments was drawn up and
was adopted by the Council at their meeting on the 27th July. This
Code is set out in an appendix to this Report. It was circulated to
the proprietors of 135 restaurants and 43 factory canteens at which
a full range of meals is supplied.

Legal proceedings were instituted against a firm of food manu-
facturers, and against one of their directors, for offences against
Section 13 (1) of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938. DBefore the sum-
monses came before the Court it was learned that the firm had
gone into liquidation, and they had to be withdrawn,

Slaughterhouses.

There is only one licensed slaughterhouse in the Borough. It is
used only occasionally, for the slaughter of calves. Forty-nine visits
were made to it during the year, and 13 calves were examined, all of
which were passed as fit for human consumption.
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Butchers’ Shops.

There are 73 butchers’ shops in the Borough, and in addition a
number of shops where cooked meats are sold. All these shops are
systematically inspected, 1,379 visits having been made during the year.
In general, the shops are well conducted, and no formal action was
found necessary.

Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924.

A complaint was made by certain local residents that a man in
charge of a van delivering meat to a butcher’s shop had been seen
to throw the meat from the van on to the pavement and thence {}rag
it into the shop. Proceedings under Article 21 (2) of the Regulations
were taken against him. The case was strongly defended, and the
evidence of the persons who made the complamnt, and who were the
only witnesses available to the Council, proved so unreliable under
cross-examination that the Court dismissed the case.

No other offence against the Regulations was reported during
the year.
Dairies and Milkshops.
The following table gives the dairies and milkshops registered
in the Borough, and the changes during 1949 :—
(a) Dairies where loose milk is sold, and both the premises and

the occupier are registered:— .o Wholesale Total
On register at lst January 52 f 59
Added during year ... 1 — 1
59 7 60
—————————

Removed during year:—
(i) Premises closed .. 1 — 1

(11) Transferred to (b)
below .. i 3 — 3

On register at 31st Dec-
ember .. - TEN 49 — 56
.=E====='

(b) Milkshops, where milk is sold only in sealed contalners,
and only the occupier is registered :—

On register at 1st January ... sy Sk 74
Added during year, by transfer from (a) above ... 3

77
Removed during year ... ot 2 -
On register at 31st December ... - o5 i

A total of 333 visits were made to these shops during the year.
Generally they are very well conducted. In 2 cases, however, s
found necessary to draw the occupier’s attention to minor contraventions
of the statutory requirements. These were rectified without recourse
o formal action.
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The Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949, which came into
operation on the lst October, 1949, repealed and re-enacted with
modifications and additions, the Milk and Dairies Orders, 1926 to 1943.
The principal differences are:—

(1) The registration and inspection of dairy farms is transferred
from local authorities to the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries. Local authorities, however, remain responsible
for registration and inspection of all other milk premises.

(2) The use of premises so situated as to lead to risk of contami-
nation of milk is prohibited.

(3) The walls of any room in which milk is handled, and which
are liable to splashing by milk, or otherwise, must be smooth
and impervious.

(4) Distributors on receiving milk which has not already been
cooled to 50° F. shall, without delay, so cool it. Exception
to this is provided if the milk is to be passed on to the con-
sumer, or to another distributor, in the same unopened
container, or is to be heat-treated or used for manufacturing
purposes. For a period of 5 years from the commencement
of the Regulations, a distributor may, in certain circumstances,
be authorised to cool milk to a temperature not more than
5° F. above that of the water available for cooling.

(5) The use of an approved oxidising agent is now allowed, in
lieu of scalding, for the cleansing of appliances.

(6) Bottles or cartons containing milk must not be left on a
public highway except on final delivery on retail sale, and
any place used regularly for the deposit of milk for collection
or for further conveyance shall be protected as far as possible
from the direct rays of the sun.

(7) The previous Regulations contained power to stop or restrict
supplies of milk known or suspected to be infected with
certain notifiable diseases. The new regulations extend this
power to all diseases communicable to man.

One case in which milk had been supplied to a consumer in a
dirty bottle was reported. The Health Committee decided to prosecute
in this case, but the Council’s Selicitor, on consideration of the wording
of Article 26 (1) of the Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949, expressed
the opinion that proceedings could be taken only by the local authority
for the district in which the milk bottle was actually filled. The
Ministry of Food, to whom the point was referred for guidance,
confirmed this opinion, and the matter was therefore referred to the
authority in question. It was subsequently learned that proceedings
were taken and were successful, a fine of £20 and costs being imposed.

Milk (Special Designations).

The Milk (Special Designations) Act, 1949, which came into
operation on the Ist October, 1949, makes it obligatory for all milk
sold by retail for human consumption in areas specified by the Minister
of Food to be sold under a special designation. These designations
are to be prescribed by Regulations. Sales to the public as refresh-
ments are exempt, but there are special provisions governing the
bulk purchase of milk by caterers. The Minister has power to
dispense with any of these requirements in special circumstances.
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- Two sets of Milk (Special Designations) Regulations have been
issued, and came into operation on the same date as the Act. One
set relates to raw milk (i.e., milk not treated by heat) and the other
to Pasteurised and Sterilised Milk. Four designations are prﬂﬁtﬂbfd
Accredited, Tuberculin Tested, Pasteurised and Sterilised. The first
three were provided for in the old Orders, but the last is a new one.
Aceredited milk may not be heat treated, but Tuberculin Tested may be
pasteurised or sterilised provided it is so described. The Minister of
Agriculture and Fisheries issues licences to producers of raw milk,
but Food and Drugs Authorities issue all dealers’, sterilisers’, and
pasteurisers’ licences. The Regulations lay down conditions fo be
observed in the transport, handling, treatment and distribution of desig-
nated milks, the tests they must satisfy, and instructions as to the
collection of samples. These follow, in general, the lines of the U]C!
Orders. Both the “ Holder ” and the “High Temperature Short Time’
methods of pasteurisation are permitted, and pasteurised milk must
comply with the “ phosphatase ” and ‘‘ methylene blue ™ tests. Steri-
lised milk must be filtered or clarified, homogenised, and heated to and
maintained at a temperature of not less than 212° F. for such time
as will ensure that it complies with the prescribed turbidity ' _test.
This treatment must take place in bottles which must be hermetically
sealed.

The Regulations provide for the refusal, revocation or suspension
of licences if the prescribed conditions are not met, with right of
appeal by any aggrieved person to the licensing authority and subse-
quently to the Minister of Food. No fees are now payable for licences.

The number of licences issued by the Council during 1949 was
as follows:—

Full Supplementary
Accredited .. i gy R — ==
Tuberculin Tested....  we o 34 17
Pasteurised ST R R 59 18
Sherlised g e e S 79 20
172 55
—_— —_—

Two licences to pasteurise, and one to sterilise milk were issued,
and are included in the above figures.

Details of examination of samples of heat-treated milk are given
on page 37.

Ice Cream Premises.

The number of premises registered for the manufacture, StoTdge,
and/or sale of ice cream at the end of the year was 86, 24 having
been added and 1 removed during the course of the year.

All these premises are regularly inspected. 272 visits were made
and 1 notice served. Particular attention is paid to premises where
manufacture takes place, and not only are the premises, plant, an
methods of operation scrutinised, but samples of the product are taken
for examination by the methods suggested by the Ministry of Health.

he premises generally are found to be well conducted. Further
reference to sampling of ice cream will be found on page 38
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Fish Shops.

Shops in which fish, either cooked or uncooked, is sold, or where
the curing or smoking of fish is carried on, are regularly inspected.

There were 57 such shops in the Borough in 1949,

226 inspections

were made, and 1 notice was served, for minor matters which were

remedied without difficulty.

Street Stalls.

All street stalls from which food for human consumption is sold
are regularly inspected and, where the food sold is stored in the Borough,
the storage places are also inspected. It was not found necessary
to take any formal action during the year.

Unsound Food.

The following table gives particulars of the unsound foodstuffs
which, under the provisions of the Public Health (London) Act, 1936,
Section 180 (8), were voluntarily surrendered to the Council. Most
of these foodstuffs were ultimately used for the manufacture of

animal feeding stuffs.
Fish (preserved) ..

B 15 11 W G
Meat and sausages (pre-
served) ... L s
Meat and sausages (fresh)
Foalimy o, e s =)
Vegetables (preserved) ...
= (fresh) ... -
Fruit and fruit juices (pre-
served) ... S i
Fruit and fruit juices (fresh)
Malk il s et
Eggs (shell) ekl
»  (dried) il s
Fats ... s e S g
Suet .. = 2t g S,
Cheese R e e Ry
Bread and biscuits ... Sl
Cakes e e -
Flour and cereals ... -
Tea e o e
SHpars e A
Jams, syrups and preserves

Pickles and sauces ... o
Paste (meat and fish) it
Patent foods and beverages
Sweets and chocolate ..
Baking powder ... i
Puddings ... s
Soups e St i
Gravy powder ... o

......... -

1,634 tins, 15 boxes
94 hoxes, 69 lbs.

e 1,025 tins, 1 case, 9 lbs.
1,8791 1bs., 8 cases, 1 box, 1 barrel
o S AR AL, <) 520 lbs.

= e I LTS

-----------

14 cwts.

e S e 734 tins, 150 Ibs.
57 boxes, 10 cases, 6 casks, 2,259} Ibs.
e 1,963 tins
1,475

7 tins
4674 1bs.
104 1bs.
5244 Ibs., 110 packets
1 case, 16} lbs.
A fdes U Ol 1634 Ibs.
..... 1,110 lbs., 68 tins and packets
iy 14 1bs.
639 1bs.
e W o L s 402 tins and jars
821 jars and bottles
..... 117 tins and jars
52 lbs., 4 tins
141 bars, 24 packets
3 tins
16 tins
154 tins and packets
168 packets

s 2020 mmEmEs e -

---------- rames damna

-------------------- "

...........

L T ] sramnn

---------------------

----- rramer

----- A mrrin

Six cases of the presence of foreign matter in food were reported

during the year,

All were reported to the Health Committee, on

whose instructions they were dealt with by cautionary letter,
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Food Poisoning.

e notified. All

During the year three cases of food poisoning wer .
r no special

were isolated cases and of a minor nature, and call fo
Comment.

PROTECTION OF FOOD SUPPLY.
(B)—-SAMPLING OF FOOD AND DRUGS.

The analysis of samples of food and drugs, procured under the
provisions of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, or informally (i.e.,
without following the procedure prescribed by the Act), and the
examination of samples of heat-treated milk and of ice-cream by the
prescribed tests, is carried out by the Public Analyst for the Borough
(J. E. Woodhead, Esq., B.SC, FR.IC, PHC.) at his laboratory at
325 Kennington Road, London, S.E.11.

In June, 1949, the Council, with the approval of the Minister of
Food, appointed Ronald S. Hatfull, Esg., F.r.LC. (Branch E), who 15
Principal Laboratory Assistant to Mr. Woodhead, to be Deputy Public

Analyst.

The total number of formal samples taken under the Act during
1949 was 592, of which 12, or 20 per cent, were certified to
adulterated. In addition, 608 informal samples were procured, ©
which 6, or 1-0 per cent., were reported against.

The percentage of samples reported by the Public Analyst to
be adulterated during the quinquennia 1921 to 1945 and yearly from
1946, is given in the following table:

Year Fﬂ:—:.;ﬁ-i ;e%ntl_ jes Isf:lfr?!g}::asl

(per cent.)

Mean 1921—1925 64 74
, 19261930 33 24
2o 108 —JOBRAT a8 0 A 1-8 2:1
et R O e T 09 09
., 1941—1945 1-4 1-1
1946 1-5 12
1947 05 17
1948 07 03
I Lo e e el R P 20 1:0

The somewhat higher figure for adulterated formal sa_mplﬂﬁ is

explained by the fact that it includes seven samples of milk e
from the same consignment.
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The following tables give details of the articles of which samples
were obtained for the purpose of analysis.

Examined Adulterated

Nature of Sample g | af

Formal 1;1:{‘ . Total |Formal Iﬁ«.if " | Total
|
Baking Powder ... - Ptk — 1 1
Blancmange Powder.... | — 1 1 — —
Bourn Vita ... - 2 —_— 1 | 1 — S —
Bread .... e e —_ - —_ -
Buns and Cakes, etc. | 10 B = — —
Bun and Cake Mix- '

i = et o L 3 -— 12 | 18 —- — -
0570 A 13 o et — — —
Cereal Preparations.... 2 0 e — —
Chocolate Cup =~ .. — 1 1 - — —-
Cocoa ..... R - [ 8 I — -- —
Coffee .- i = 1 2 3 —_ —_ —
Coffee Essence S 1| 1| — — —
Coffee and Chicory ... — 4 | 4 — — =
Coffee and Chicory i

L RS o, D I — A e — — —
Condiments ... ... 13 18- 3l —_ — —_
Cooking Fat e = - 3 e xS — — —
Eordialsy oF s o) 10 — 10 - — —
Custard Powder: oo | — 22 2 | — —_ —
Dessert Mould ... — 1 1 —- - —
Pinied. Frat oo e 1 — 1 — — —_—
Fish FPaste o | — 42 42 —- - —
Flavouring Essences.... — 10 10 — == —_—
Flour, Self-Raising ..... 7 3 MLy = — e
Gelatine T — 11 11 - — —
Gelatine Preparations | — 1 1 | — — —
Golden

Raising Powder | — 6 G| — —
Gravy Preparations.... — 19 19 | — 1 1
Herbs = = = e — 2 2 - - —
Tee Cream - oo - e 5 — 5 — - - —
Janl: b i 4 — 4 — —
Jelly Mixture... . — 1 1 —_ —_ —
Junket Powder 1 — 1 1 —_ —_ —_
Eard = B g 2 - 2 — -_
Lemonade Crystals ... | — S| =Ti8 — =
Lemon and Barley

Crystals ... e - 1 1 - — =
Lemon Curd... .. I 1 — 1 — — —_—
NMarpaminp -t 1 — 1 - — —

Carried forward ...| 73 | 218 | 291 | — 2 2




Nature of Sample

Adulterated

ool Infor- Total

mal

Brought forward ...

Meat Preparations :—
Black Pudding ..
Fagpels: - o4 o=
Meat Extract ...
Meat Paste ..
Meat Pies .. it
Sausages ... 2
Sausage Meat ...
Sausage Roll —
Whalemeat Loaf ..

|11 | S e Y

Milk, Condensed ...

Mincemeat -

Mineral Waters ..

Oils Edible :—

Qlive - - s
alad .-k -
Tee Seed .. wi o

Pea Bloge 5. 1 s

Pears (Italian) ...

Pﬁf:]. Al |

Pickles and Sauces ...

Potato Crisps ...

Pudding Mixture ..

Rennet, Essence of ...

Soup, Canned ...

Soup, Packet...

Spices - L v

BPTeAH v

Stuffing s i

Suet ... i

wwests. =

Tablets : —

Fruit Preserving ..
Malt Extract ..
Malted Milk ...
Sapcharin o L

Vegetable Extract ..

Vegetable Sausages ...

Vinegar, Malt G

Vinegar, Non-Brewed

Wines, Non-Alcoholic

Drugs (see following
table) ok i -

i 5
RN NI i O [

nol=| [ |||

am|l =l ||| mewal | ==

D ——

o o M o - e

| 8] Bl | =

et
=g

[
_.—n_m

kil s

S

| | &

o 3'—:‘-“—“'.!-'!

J=
5]

[k

[ s ]

e
—hde DW= —=D OO

B D ES et o b e EA e B0 B T T e

141

i) o P T = e e

A I S 8

l

2
|

R e 1 O B BB )

81120 e B o 8L S0 AL 5 L 8 Mo W L)

1% (A1 T Gl L

0 Kt A% ] 8 o 8 = B o 6

(S o G B

2

S92

3

1,200

=Tl
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DRUGS.
Examined Adulterated
ure of Sample
izt § Formal | Infor-| Total |Formal| Infor-
mal mal | Total

Camphorated Oil ... | — 9 9 | — == ==
Cream of Tartar ...| — 2 2 Ze e o
Epsom Salts ... ... | — 3 3 | — = —
Glycerine ... et 1 - 1 | — — —_
Ol :—

Camphor and Amber | — 1 1 — e o

GHEEGERT e e — 6 I (e L e B
Ointment : — !

Boracic ... el e 6 T i | e e |

Sulphur ... S — 13 13 | — — —

Zinc e s —_— 11 11 — -

Zinc and Castor Oil - 1 1 — - —
Seidlitz Powders ... — 13 13 B =
Soda, Bicarbonate of | — 19 19 | — — —
Tablets : —

ABDIrin e i — 18 18 | — — —

Milk of Magnesia.... - 1 1 — - -

Soda Mint..... ... L 20 20 - =

Sulphur ... — — 11 11 1 1

Noeast L - — 2 ok S= - %

Yeast and Sulphur | — 4 4 | — - —
Total ... oy g 1 140 | 141 - 2 2

Milk.

Of the 421 samples of milk, all of which were formal samples,
ten were reported as adulterated, all, however, to a small degree.

Seven of these adulterated samples were from one consignment.

In the five years 1944-1948, and in 1949, the percentage of
adulterated (formal) samples of milk was as under:—

Year S?;T;i |:5 Adulterated
No. Percentage
1944 ... 462 5 1-1
1945 ... 459 2 04
1946 ... 430 0 00
1947 ... 415 0 00
1948 ... 402 0 00
Mean ... 4336 1-4 03
1949 ... 421 10 24
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The average composition of the 411 samples of milk reported
as genuine, proved to be as under:—

Total milk solids ... TS SNt 12-43 per cent.
Malle Shati-Faas ~onlIans i e 3-62 o
Mon-fatty solids ... = = ” 881 5

The Analyst reports that the content of milk fat in these 411
samples ranged as follows :—

4 per cent. and over ... . 42 samples or 10-2 per cent.

Between 39 and 4-0 per cent. 18 o ., b »
o 38 i 3'9 a8 32 o 43 ?'8 ']
- 37 o 38 o 48 T F 11'? 1
I ;L T L i 73 2 o 178 »
. £ i SR P 79 5 o 192 »
4 34 .. 35 5 62 . Bl | ”
i 33 ” 3-4 e 39 " $5 9'5 T
¥ 32 3 3‘3 59 IU 5r " 2 4 i
i 31 . a2 . 7 " " 1 ? a
e 30 -, 31 - 1 s i o P #

411 100-0

The following action was taken in regard to the 12 formal
samples certified as adulterated :—

Nos. 290, 291, | Milk—2 per cent. defi- ;
293, 295, 296 cient in milk fat. Cautionary letters.

Nos. 292, 294 | Milk—3 per cent. def-
cient in milk fat.

No. 357 | w Milk—1 per cent. extra- No action on advice
neous water. of Public Analyst.

No. 360 .. Milk—2} per cent. extra- Ditto.
neous water. :

No. 441 .. Malt vinegar—80percent. Cautionary letter.
deficient in acetic acid. _

Mo, 4720 . Milk—2 per cent. extra- Cautionary letter.
neous water. :

No. 584 .. Non-brewed vinegar — 5 Cautionary letter.

per cent. deficient in
acetic acid.
Heat Treated Milk.

Samples of heat treated milk are taken at regular intervals for
submission to the Public Analyst for the prescribed tests, and durmg

the year samples as under were taken with the results set f"“t s
Phosphatase Methylene Blue _ Turbidity” iled

Satisfactory Failed Satisfactory Failed Satisfactory Fai

Pasteurised 20 i 17 3 e e
Heat Treated 37 — 35 2 e =3
Sterilised .. 16 EE 16 — 6 T

* This test did not come into operation until 1st October.
Monthly returns of the samples taken, and of the results of the

€Xaminations, are sent to the Milk Division of the Ministry of Food,
and they are at once notified of any adverse report.
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Milk supplied to Schools and Hospitals,

Samples of milk in course of delivery to Schools and Hospitals
in the Borough are regularly taken, both for chemical analysis and,
where the milk is supplied under a “ Special Designation,” for sub-
mission to the prescribed tests for such milk. These samples arc
included in the general totals given on pages 35, 36 and 37. The results
of the analyses and tests are communicated to the London County
Council or to the appropriate Hospital Management Committee.

Ice Cream.

Fifty-eight samples of ice cream were taken during the year,
each sample being submitted to the presumptive test for coliform
organisms in 3 tubes at 1/10 ml. dilution, and to the methylene blue
test, in accordance with the technique suggested by the Ministry of
Health. The following is a summary of the results :—

CorirorMm TEsT. MeTHYLENE BLUE TEST.
Negative s e Provisional Grade 1 ... 19
Positive in 1 tube ... 4 = e 2

e & tubes. 3 = i S T, 7
e o 3 tiubes ... 25 ¥ SR e |
58 58
i —

Although these results represent a distinct improvement over those
recorded for the year 1948, they are still far from satisfactory,
especially in view of the fact that all ice cream is, by virtue of the
Ice Cream (Heat Treatment, &c.) Regulations, 1947, now required
to be subjected to a prescribed method of heat treatment, unless it
is made by the “ complete cold mix " process from materials already
subjected to heat treatment.

‘Where samples of ice cream made at premises in the Borough
received unsatisfactory reports, the premises, plant, and methods of
operation were examined, and, where possible, improvements were

suggested.

It is worthy of comment that some of the poor samples were
of ice cream made by reputable manufacturers, operating the most
up-to-date plant, and usually wrapping the product at the place of
manufacture. It is difficult to explain why this should be so.

The Ministry of Food have requested that the results of any
samples of ice cream taken for chemical analysis be forwarded to
them, for the reason that certain manufacturers are allowed additional
sugar and fat on condition that they give an undertaking that the fat
content of their product will not fall below 2} per cent. Five such
samples were taken during the year, and the fat content was found
to vary from 156 per cent. to 5-24 per cent. Details were sent 10
the Ministry.
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Housing.

Provision of New Accommodation.
Sheepcote Lane Area. Redevelopment by the Council of the ﬁrst.
section of this area, which was the sul:-jec_t of a Clearance Order
made prior to the war, was completed during 1948

Work on an extension of the original area was put in hand
during 1948, and 24 flats were completed in 1949.

Hibbert Street Area. Redevelopment of this area, comprising
Hibbert Street, Linda Street, and parts of Wynter Street, Maysoule
Road, Hope Street, and York Road, is being carried out by the
London County Council. During the year, 5 blocks, containing 172
Hats, were completed.

19/20 Bolingbroke Grove. This site was formerly that of the
Council's Maternity Hospital, which was closed in 1938. During
1948, the buildings were demolished and the erection of 27 new flats

was completed in 1949

Shirley Grove/Wickersley Road; 6 Nightingale Lane; N :'gh!inga{ﬁ;
Lane/Hendrick Avenue. Redevelopment of these sites by the Councl
was commenced during 1949,

Other Permanent Housing Sites. Consideration was given during
the year by this Council, and by the London Cﬂi._.lﬂl’}" Council, to the
acquisition of further sites with a view to their redevelopment as
housing sites.

Private Enterprise. During the year 2 houses, which had been
demolished by enemy action, were rebuilt by the owners, providing
5 self-contained flats.

The rebuilding of 23 houses on a privately owned housing estate,
demolished by enemy action in 1944, was commenced.

Summary of New Accommodation Provided.

P_‘]ats
By Battersea Borough Council ... s 51
By London County Council ! e 172
By Private Enterprise T 5
228
———

Conversion of Existing Houses.

During the year the Council converted into flats 10 huusts_[hﬁl]‘i
under requisition. Thirty-seven family units were made availa

in this way.
Repair of Unfit Houses.

While, as stated in the paragraph on the operation of the Publtt;
Health (London) Act, 1936 (vide page 21), that Act continued
afford the main means by which the remedy of insanitary cn_:u}ditlon?
n dwelling houses was effected, the limited use of the prowslﬂnls 938
Section 9 of the Housing Act, 1936, resumed towards the end of =
after having been discontinued since the outbreak of the war, W
Continued,
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Prior to the war, it was the practice, in deciding whether or not
a house could be repaired at reasonable cost, to regard any house
where the estimated cost of the work exceeded 50 per cent of the
value of the house when repaired, as not so repairable, and action
was then started under Section 11 with a view to a Demolition Order
being made. In view, however, of the substantial increase in building
costs during and since the war, and the necessity for preserving as
many houses as possible, the Council reconsidered the matter, and
decided that each case should be considered on its merits. Accord-
ingly, the Housing Committee, before coming to a decision, consider
not only the estimated cost of the repairs, but also the net rent of
the house, the accommodation it provides, its estimated life, and any
other relevant factors.

In order to give owners the opportunity to deal with their houses
on a voluntary basis, and to lessen the number of formal notices
(which by reason of the rather involved procedure required by the
Act involves a considerable amount of administrative work), it is the
practice, whenever it is decided to deal with a house under the Act,
to send an informal notice to the person in control, calling his attention
to the fact that defects exist (but without specifying them), requesting
him to attend to them, and suggesting that he meets the Sanitary
Inspector at the house to discuss details. If this fails, within a
reasonable time, to produce results, a specification of the works and
an estimate of their cost is prepared and submitted to the Housing
Committee, with the other details referred to above, for their decision.

From the start of the new procedure to the end of 1949, 36 houses
were dealt with, informal notices being served in each case. In 17 of
these, the work was satisfactorily carried out without recourse to
formal action. In 10 cases, however, formal notices under Section 9
had to be served, and 5 of these were complied with. In addition,
work was in hand at the end of the year under 3 informal and 1 formal
notices. Of the remaining 4 formal notices, the times allowed for
compliance expired shortly before the end of the year, and steps were
being taken for the Council to execute the work in default. In the
remaining case the time had not expired.

Any person on whom a formal notice is served has a right of
appeal, within 21 days of service, to the County Court, but in no
instance was this right exercised.

Closing Orders.

Eleven Closing Orders under Section 12 of the Housing Act,
1936, were made during the year, nine in respect of basement rooms
and two in respect of attic rooms.

Following a survey in 1948 of all parts of houses in respect of
which Closing Orders had been made by the Council in past years,
the Housing Committee ordered proceedings to be taken in one case
of the illegal occupation of two underground rooms. Summonses
were issued against both the occupier and the landlord, and were heard
at the beginning of 1949. The case against the occupier was dismissed
under the Probation of Offenders Act, 1907. The landlord was fined
£5 for permitting the offence, and ordered to pay £2 2Zs. costs
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In another case of the illegal occupation of an underground room
found during the 1948 survey, the room was found to be occupied
by a sub-tenant of the main tenant. The matter was taken up with both
persons at the time, and it transpired that the main tenant was unaware
of the existence of the Closing Order. As the room was immediately
vacated by the sub-tenant, the matter was not pursued any further.

Early in 1949, however, it was reported that the main tenant
was himself using this room as a living room. The Housing Com-
mittee authorised proceedings to be taken, and a fine of £1 was imposed,
and £1 1s. costs were awarded against the defendant.

Demolition Orders.

During 1949 no houses were demolished under Section 11 of
the Housing Act, 1936. One Demolition Order under this Section
was made by the Council in respect of a dwelling house, as it was
considered that repairs could not be carried out at a reasonable cost,
but the time allowed for compliance had not expired at the end of
the year.

Houses Let in Lodgings.

No special action was taken in respect of such houses.

Overcrowding.

459 cases of overcrowding were discovered during the year, 337
In consequence of applications for housing accommodation made to
this Council, and 122 to the London County Council. In some of
these cases it appeared that the circumstances were such as to gIVe
rise to an offence against the relevant provisions of the Housing Act,
1936, and in two cases legal action was taken. In the first case,
proceedings were taken under Section 59 (1) of the Act, and, after
the Magistrate had adjourned the case three times, he fined the defend-
ant 10s. and ordered him to pay 10s. costs. The overcrowding was
not abated, and the Housing Committee gave instructions that the
case should be deferred for six months. This period had not expired
at the end of the year.

In the second case, proceedings for possession were taken under
Section 66 of the Housing Act. Prior to the case being heard, how-
ever, the defendant gave an undertaking that two members. of his
family would sleep elsewhere, thus reducing, though not abating, the
overcrowding. In view of this undertaking, the Magistrate .agreed
to the Council’s request that he adjourn sine die the application for
possession of the accommodation. The defendant was warn that
If the position was worsened in any way, by the return of the two
members of the family or otherwise, the Council would consider
reviving the application for possession.

Seventy-six overcrowded families were rehoused during the year,
45 by this Council and 31 by the London County Council
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Housing Accommodation Applications.

All applications made to the Council are normally dealt with by
the Housing Manager, who refers to me those cases in which the
application is based wholly or partly on medical grounds. These cases
include applications for transfer from Council tenants and licensees
of requisitioned premises. He also refers certain cases in which some€
special feature is involved (e.g., fitness of basement rooms).

From the beginning of the year until the end of October, 606 cases
were dealt with, and the following recommendations were made :—

Rehousing essential ... s e 122
. advisable ... et S - L
No recommendation .. e 299

Sixty-nine families, in respect of which “ essential ” recommenda-
tions had been given, were rehoused during the year.

In October, the Council adopted a “ Points Scheme ” to deal with
applications for housing accommodation. Under this scheme, points
are allocated by the Housing Manager for statutory overcrowding;
bedroom deficiency; lack of a separate home, etc., and he still refers
cases of ill-health and unsuitable accommodation, for which points up
to a maximum of 10 can be allocated under each heading.

Each case is placed in a group according to the number of
bedrooms required by the family. Cases with the highest number of
points in each group are submitted to the Housing Committee for
instructions.

The Points Scheme came into force at the beginning of November,
and at the end of the year the Housing Manager’s staff were still
engaged in “ pointing ” the applications. This scheme does not apply
to applications for transfers from Council or requisitioned property,
which are still dealt with under the previous system.

The London County Council also refer cases in which there
appears to be overcrowding, for the submission, in appropriate cases,
of an “orange form.” Overcrowding was found to exist in 1
instances.

The London County Council also notify cases in which the
application alleges sanitary defects. The houses are inspected and
action to secure the remedy of any defects found is taken.

Increase of Rent, &c., Acts.

Five certificates that houses or parts thereof were not in a reason-
able state of repair were issued to tenants.

Five reports that houses or parts thereof were in a reasonable
state of repair were issued to landlords.
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Factories and Homework.

Factories Act, 1937.

Metropolitan Borough Councils are responsible for the enforcement
of the provisions of this Act in regard to:—

(i) Sanitary conveniences—Section 7—In all factories.

(ii) Cleanliness, Overcrowding, Temperature, Ventilation, and
Drainage of Floors—Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6—In all fac-
tories where mechanical power is not used.

(iii) Certificates of Suitability for Basement Bakehouses—Sec-
tion 54—In all basement bakehouses.

(iv) Water Supply (where derived from a source other than the
public mains)—Section 53—In all factories.

The following table gives the number of factories on the register
at the end of the year, with the number of inspections, defects found,
and action taken.

1.—INSPECTIONS ForR PURPOSES OF PROVISIONS AS TO HEALTH.

i N f
Number umber o

Premises _ on I
Register | Inspections |

_

Written | Occupiers
notices | prosecuted

S

(i) Factories in
which Sections , |
1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 | , .
are to be en- |
forced by Local !
Authorities ... 107 505 | 6 —_
|

(ii) Factories not
included in (1) .
in which Section I
7 is enforced |
by the Local |
Authority 306

| |
B R | e
F

(ii1) Other Premises
in which Section |
7 is enforced by
the Local Au- |
thority (exclud-
ing out-workers’ |
premises) o] — | — — —

TOTAT . l 413 ‘ 1573 | 21 o
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The following table shows the factories in the Borough, classified
according to the trades carried on.

Facrories CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO T RADES. e =

: Mechanical Factories Non-Mechanical Fa.r_til'_li___
e At At At At

1 Jan. | Added | Closed |31 Dec. | 1 Jan. | Added | Closed |31 D¢

-_'_._.-"'

Baker 38 1 2 37 3 = — 3
Boot Repairer 20 — —_— 20 3 i— - 3
Builder 5 — — 5 B 3 T 11
Carpenter & Joiner 9 1 1 0 2 — —_ 2
Chocolate Maker... 5 =2 = 5 1 = = 1
Coach Builder 5 2 = 5 2 % e Y
Cycle Repairer 4 — 1 3 1 - - - 1
Engineer (General) 43 3 4 42 1 — — 1
Engineer (Motor) 21 5 1 25 16 — 3 13
Farrier o - J— — = 2 — 1 1
Firewood Cutter ... 6 — CEa. 6 1 — —_ 1
Florist e P SR =% i 2 - i z
Food Manufacturer 9 — _ 0 2 — 1 1
Mason 6 —_ = 6 1 —_ — 1
Printer : 15 — .= 15 . = = s =
Rag Sorter... — — — - 11 1 — ]g

Sign Writer 2 — — 2 2 — -

Steam Laundry 9 - 1 8 — = e |
Wearing Apparel... 16 3 2 17 16 -i- = | ;g

Other Trades ... o0 6 4 92 30 6 | =

AL~ Liow, ol o A 6 | 3 | 13 5 un | w0

Qutworkers.

During the year, 66 lists of outworkers were received, 33 from
Battersea employers, containing 280 names, and 33 from other
authorities containing 156 names. Some of these lists included out”
workers not residing in Battersea. These were forwarded to }hﬁ
appropriate authorities. After eliminating them, and duplicate entries,
there remained 248 names and addresses of Battersea outworkers.

The total number of registered outworkers’ premises in the
Borough at the end of the year was 338 (including 9 contractors),
139 premises having been added, and 55 removed, during the yearf.
The total number of inspections made was 1,150, most of them by
the female Inspector. The premises were found to be generally
satisfactory, and it was not found necessary to serve any notices OF
take any other action.

One case of infectious disease occurred at an outworker’s premises,
and the usual precautions to prevent spread of infection were taken.

The following table gives details of the outworkers’ premises :(—
: Number on Register

Trade Premises Workrooms  Persons employed
Wearing Apparel ... 177 184 201
Curtains, etc. ... 3 3 3
Artificial Flowers ... 7 7 Z
Boxes; eft: s 7 7 7
Lampshades .. 144 146 159

338 347 377

—_— e
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Bakehouses.

There were 40 bakehouses on the register at the end of the year.
All of these are classed as factories, and 37 of them use mechanical
power. Forty-two inspections were made and 3 notices served for
defects of various kinds, all of which were complied with.

Eight of these are “ basement bakehouses” within the meaning
of the Factories Act, 1937. One such bakehouse ceased to be used
during the year in consequence of the withdrawal by the Council of
the Certificate of Suitability in December, 1948. Thé remaining eight
were all inspected in accordance with the requirements of Section
of the Act, and the Health Committee, after giving full consideration
to these reports, decided to withdraw the Certificates in respect of a
further two bakehouses. Notices to that effect were served on the
owners on the 3rd August, allowing a period of twelve months. As
no appeal was made, both these bakehouses will cease to be used as
such after 3rd August, 1950. In the remaining six cases, the Com-
mittee decided that the Certificates should continue in operation, subject
to further consideration at the end of the next quinquennial period.

Miscellaneous Matters.

Student Sanitary Inspectors.

During the year practical training was given to three student
sanitary inspectors, under the Government's Special Scheme for t}‘ie
training of Sanitary Inspectors. Each of these students attended in
the Public Health Department for a period of eight weeks, and spent
Similar periods with each of two other local authorities.

In addition, practical training was given to three members of
the Clerical Staff of the Health Department who are studying for the
Qualifying Certificate, at such times as they could be spared from
their normal duties. One of them, Mr. J. W. M. Meston, sat for
and obtained his Qualifying Certificate. A vacancy in the Staff of
Sanitary Inspectors occurring shortly afterwards, he applied for the
post, in competition with other applicants, and was appointed to 1t

Conferences.

The Council were officially represented at the undermentioned
Conferences dealing with matters within the purview of the Public
Health Department.

Conference, Delegates.
Royal Sanitary Institute. Brighton  Ald. Miss E. A. Coles, J.P,
—23rd to 27th May. and the Medical Officer of
Health.
Sanitary Inspectors’ Association, Cllr. Mrs. N. E. Roberts and
Easthourne—12th to 16th Sep- Mr. P. D. O’Grady, Sani-
tember. tary Inspector.

National Smoke Abatement Ald. A. P. Holden and
Society. Harrogate — 28th to Mr. 1. R. Lewis, Factory
30th September. and Workshops Inspector.

Fourth National Conference on Cllr. Mrs. C. M. Davis.
the Care of Old People. Lon-
don—13th and 14th October.
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Coroner’s Court and Mortuary.

Details as to the number of inquests held at the Coroner s
Court, and bodies received into the Mortuary during 1949 are set
out in the following table :—

Battersea Mortuary, 1949,

Usual place of residence
Details of Bodies received R o A T :iiscl;: Total
sea worth | where un-
known
Post-mortem only... 118 233 88 4 443
Post-mortem and .
inquest 41 125 108 8 282
Total post-mortems 159 358 196 12 725
Inquest only — 1 3 - - 4
Total inquests 41 126 129 bl B - 286
Samitary and other |
reasons i - - - 1 — 1
Total bodies received | 159 359 200 | 12 730
VERDICTS AT |
INQUESTS HELD
Natural causes ... 7 22 59 3 a1
Accident and mis- !
adventure 24 71 4 | 4 143
|
Open verdict —= 4 4 ] 0
Suicide 10 29 3 | — 42
Homicide il s Pl e =
Alcoholism ... = ek 1 s 1
Total 41 126 111 8 286

The Wandsworth Borough Council again made a grant of £250
towards the cost of maintaining the Mortuary.

During the year, improved lighting in the form of fluorescent
lamps was provided in the Post-Mortem Room.
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Personal Cleansing Station.

During the year 1949 there were 2,773 children and 286 adults
cleansed and treated at the station. Of the 2,773 children attending,
401 were suffering from scabies or itch, a contagious parasitic skin
affection. The remainder were verminous. Of these children 2,682
attended from the public elementary schools in the Borough by arrange-
ment with the London County Council, who have entered into a con-
tract with the Battersea Borough Council for the use of their PEI:SDIIEI
Cleansing Station. The cleansing and treatment of the school children
15 carried out under the supervision of officers of the London County
Council while the disinfestation of the clothing and (if ne-:essal_'}":'
of the homes is carried out concurrently by the Borough Council’s
sanitary staff.

The homes of all cases of scabies that come to the kl}nw]edge
of the Medical Officer of Health are visited by the Council's sani-
tary inspectors.

The following table shows the numbers of persons cleansed and
treated at the Personal Cleansing Station and the expenditure incurred
since 1906, the year in which the cleansing of verminous persons
was begun :—

Numper orF Barms, &c.

*
Year Adults Children *Expendi- tﬂ??ﬁt
ture buted
Verminous | Verminous
and Scabies|and Scabies £ £

1906-1915 | 10443 6,430 1,037 303
1916-1925 3269 | 39,117 5,007 3,155
1926-1935 2404 | 39,293 8,521 4,045
1936 eI o 265 4,524 723 403
1937 e 389 4256 729 403
1938 432 3,808 820 402
1939 534 2,820 795 402
1940 778 3,497 866 404
1941 2,558 5,456 1,026 435
1942 AT 3,083 6,656 1,059 440
1943 2,017 5,223 1,149 422
(0% F T o 1,798 3,931 1,100 441
PERIETE S ieh S A ERE 3,277 1,179 454
1946 1,822 4,229 1,352 443
1947 086 4,179 1,402 424
1948 R 497 3,266 1,808 408
1949 286 a7 s Tl B B 411
Elotal = ol 33445 V142 735 U107 13,395

* Financial year ending 31st March. Other columns, calendar year.

1 During the year, improved lighting in the form of fluorescent
dmps was provided in the Station,
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Appemlix.

CODE OF STANDARDS FOR CATERING ESTABLISHMENTS
(adopted by the Council at their meeting on the 27th July, 1949).

(1)

The building in which a restaurant is established shall be of
suitable construction.

(2) The kitchen shall be separate from the dining room and no food

shall be served for consumption by customers or employees in
any part of the kitchen.

(3) The kitchen shall be not less than 7 ft. 6ins. in height through-

out from floor to ceiling and shall be of sufficient size to allow
for free passage between all apparatus.

Equipment and Construction.

K.i.tl:llen¢
(4) The walls, where any food is prepared, shall be constructed to

a sufficient height of impervious material and the whole of the
walls finished with a non-absorbent cleansible material.

(5) All floors shall be finished with a smooth impervious surface and

where possible laid with a fall to a suitable trapped gully situated
in the open air.

(6) The walls, ceilings, floors, windows, doors and internal fittings

(7)

shall be kept clean and in a proper state of repair.

All internal woodwork shall be properly painted to facilitat€
cleansing and no wall-paper shall be used to decorate the walls
of any room where food 1s prepared.

(8) There shall be provided suitable and sufficient means of lighting

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

both natural (when possible) and artificial. Such lighting shall
be sufficient adequately to illuminate all parts of the kitchen.

Suitable and sufficient means of ventilation shall be provided
and maintained in good order at all times.

An adequate number of deep sinks shall be provided togethef
with a constant supply of hot and cold water for the proper
cleansing of plates, saucepans, dishes and other utensils.
suitable detergent shall be used for this purpose followed bY
a clean water rinse.

There shall be provided a suitable lavatory basin, properly trapped:
with a constant supply of hot and cold water thereto and 2
supply of soap and clean towels. Such lavatory basin shall be
placed in a conveniently accessible position between the sanitary
convenience and any room where food is prepared or handled.

All water used in any process in connection with the preparatiof
of food shall be obtained from a main water supply or other
approved source,



(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

(17)
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A suitable place, apart from the kitchen, shall be prnvided for
the storage of clothing, outdoor and indoor clothing being kept
separate,

Suitable and sufficient accommodation shall be provided for the
storage of foodstuffs with adequate lighting and ventilation.

Suitable metal containers fitted with a lid shall be provided for
the storage of kitchen waste and suitable and sufficient accommo-
dation for the storage of refuse bins either in an open yard or
in a separate part of the premises constructed for such purpose.

All benches, tables and service counters shall have smooth surfaces
free from cracks and ornamentations.

All fixed shelves, tables, benches, cooking apparatus, etc, shall
be placed sufficiently far from walls to allow of ready cleansing
of the spaces behind them.

Dining Rooms.

(18)

(19)

(20)

(21)
(22)
(23)

(24)

(25)

Suitable and sufficient means of lighting both natural (where
practicable) and artificial shall be provided and maintained in

good order.
Suitable and sufficient means of ventilation shall be provided
and maintained in good order.

Cleansing and Methods.

Adequate measures shall be taken to prevent the mntaminatlilﬂn
or infestation of food by flies, rats, mice, cockroaches and other
vermin. )
No cleansing of rooms shall be carried out while food is being
prepared in them.

All floors shall be thoroughly cleansed at least nnce_d?ilé’ by
a wet method. The use of sawdust on floors 1s pl‘uhlbff .

The whole surface of the walls shall be thoroughly cleansed at
least four times a year and repainted where necessary.

The whole surface of the ceilings shall be thoroughly Clﬂgnﬁe‘%l‘:lt
least four times a year and repainted or distempered WAE
necessary.

All woodwork shall be thoroughly cleansed and painted when
necessary.

(26) Windows of all rooms shall be kept clean at all times.
(27) The walls, floor and ceiling of the room used for the storage of

food shall be thoroughly cleansed at least four timei a }'eﬁll'l—
All cereals, sugar and powders shall be kept in metal Tsmlg -
tightly fitting metal lids. All perishable foods shall be stored 1

; sorati n
a sufficiently low temperature to prevent deterioration and 1
such a manner as to prevent contamination.

(28) The bins used for the storage of kitchen waste and the sturqfhe

of refuse shall be emptied daily and thoroughly cleansed wi
hot water both inside and out.



(29)

(30}

(31)

(32)

(33)
(34)

(35)
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All utensils and apparatus used for the preparation, serving
or storage of foodstuffs shall be thoroughly cleansed after use
and shall be stored when not in use in such a manner as to
prevent contamination. No utensil or apparatus shall be used
which is badly worn, rusted or corroded, or in such a condition
that it cannot be readily cleansed.

No person shall sleep in any room where food is prepared,
cooked or stored or served.

No person in any way connected with the preparation, storage
or handling of foodstuffs shall proceed to work following a visit
to a sanitary convenience without thoroughly cleansing his or her
hands with soap and hot water.

The handling of food by persons engaged in its preparation or
distribution shall be reduced to a minimum. Servers shall where
practicable be used for this purpose.

No person engaged in the preparation, handling or storage of
food shall smoke or chew tobacco whilst engaged in such work.

No foodstuffs returned or left on customers’ plates shall be used
again but shall be deposited immediately in the kitchen waste bins.

No domestic washing shall be carried on in any room used for
the preparation or storage of food and no soiled linen or clothing
shall be allowed to accumulate therein.

(36) Employers shall take reasonable precautions to ascertain if any

of their staff is suffering from an infectious or contagious disease
or other infection, e.g., diarrhcea, sore throat, boils and septic
sores, which may lead to the contamination of foodstuffs and
shall report any such cases to the Medical Officer of Health.



