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; T AD w
tﬁq&sﬁ'ﬂmefmeu and Councillors of the
,_L—___;' Metropolitan Borough of Battersea.

i/
! .Q:xvun, un@hm (GENTLEMEN,

< _,I._.'_Pgeqqqﬁﬁgé;viﬂx my report upon the health and sanitary
condition of the Borough during the year 1940.

Following upon the advice of the Ministry of Health, the
report is an abridged one as for the previous year, and is mainly
confined to a statistical record. It is a matter for profound
thankfulness that there has been no serious epidemic during the
year and that the general health of the population after two years
of war has been so good. The incidence of infectious disease has
not been unduly high. The rise in the death rate is the result very
largely of deaths through enemy action. The infantile mortality
rate is the lowest ever recorded in the Borough. The incidence of
tuberculosis and the death rate from this disease show a small
rise as compared with the previous five years. A similar rise
occurred during the last war.

During the year the department was unfortunate in losing
through enemy action the premises housing the Tuberculosis
Department and the main Maternity and Child Welfare Clinic,
and also a Maternity and a Child Welfare Clinic in another part
of the Borough. This caused temporary dislocation of the work in
those departments which was, however, quickly overcome. Manyv
of the records, however, of the Tuberculosis Dispensary were lost.

My staff has been called upon during the year to undertake
many duties incidental to the war and 1 gratefully acknowledge
my indebtedness to them for their willing and ready help in all
emergencies.

I have the honour to be,
Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

G. MACDONALD,
Medical Officer of Health.

January, 1942.
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Vital Statistics.

Fopulation.—The population of the Borough at the middle of
1s estimated by the Registrar-General to have been 108,380
1220 less than in 1939. On this figure is based the birth-rate
the civilian death-rate.
b Births registered in Battersea numbered 2,489. Of these,
‘“_l.'-" 1,301 were of Battersea parents, but there were 493 Battersea
lldren born outside the Borough, and the total number of
tlersea live births in 1940 was therefore 1,794 (900 males, 894
€Males), giving a live birth-rate of 16.55 per 1,000 of the
“Stmated population.

ohi Still births numbered 47—rate 25.5 per 1,000 hirths, live and

and

5 Iuﬁg'itimate births numbered 100, which included 3 among the
Stll births,
M _Uf the 1,794 Battersea live births, 1,442 were notified to the
t ggtémal Officer of Health under the Public Health (London) Act,

3 . Marriages.— 1,654 marriages were registered in Battersea
ArIng 1940, giving a marriage-rate of 30.5, over 50 per cent,
above the average for 1935-39. :
Deaths.—2,062 deaths were registered in Battersea during
1940.  Of these only 1,546 were of Battersea residents, but there
Must be added 446 deaths of residents of the Borough registered
€lsewhere, giving a total of 1,992 (992 males, 1,000 females) and
4 death-rate of 18.38.
For the 5 years 1935-39 the death-rate was 12.5 per 1,000
ulation, the average number of deaths per annum having been
]'??9- The number in 1940 was 213 in excess of this average,
While the estimate of population upon which the rate is calculated
Was much reduced. Deaths through enemy action and deaths
astribed to bronchitis, which numbered 200, or 106 more
An the same 5 vears' average, account for the increase.
e causes of death, arranged under the headings of the

lshm‘t list used by the Registrar-General, were as follows :—

Tghﬂid and paratyphoid 18. Intra  cranial  vascular
2 eEg L. — lesions
g Cerebro-spina) fever € | 19. Heart disease i o
g tlet fever wee ue = | 20. Other discases of ciren-
5. whmtgiﬂg CONEH o o 1 latory system 2
8 bi eria 1| 21. Bronchitis
* Tuberculosis of the respir- 22. Pneumonia
7 atﬂl'f system .. .. 109 | 23 Other respirat diseases
8 Ut];;;.: orms of tuberculosis 10 | 24. Uleer of stomach or duo-
g i hilitic diseases 16 denum
10 Snag. | Ll 16 | 25. Diarrhoea (under 2 years)
1 Measlee 2 | 26. Appendicitis k) P31 2
' Acute  polio-myelitis and 27. Other digestive discases ...
12 polio-encephalitis gise o= |28, Nephrifis, ... . e i
13 ute infective encephalitis 1 | 29. Puerperal and post-abortion
; hcer of bucea sepsis ...
cavity and ceso- 30. ©Other maternal can
Phagus (m) 31. Premature birth .. _ .-
14 uterus (f) 24 82. Congenita]l malformations,
' cer of stomac 27 birth injuries, infantile
15 and dl}ﬁ%ﬁnum ek 43 o !:hgaea.grq Lk
Y cer of breast ... 30 . Suicide
. ancer of all other 34. Road traffic accidents ...
17 _Sites BT, - 35. Other violent causes
- Diabetes ... ... 21| 86. Al other causes ...  «s=

84
586
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Sifice 1901, ceased to function except for the supply of additional
Quantities of milk to those babies found, on medical examination,
réquire more than the official allowance of one pint daily.
Throughout the whole year the quantity supplied by the
Council amounted to the equivalent of 119,157 pints of
quid milk, and the recipients numbered 1,371 persons, 74.1
cent. of the issue being free of charge and 25.9 per cent. at
“duced prices. More than 98 per cent. of these quantities were
'Ssued before the coming into force of the Government Scheme.
sé figures include the supply made through the Public Assist-
ance Committee under the arrangement made with the London
Cﬁunt}r Council. The cost incurred by the Council amounted to
APProximately £1,974.

Dinners,—Women and children were still sent for dinners to

€ dining rooms of the Women’s League of Service at South-

lands, but it is regretted that the kitchen of the Invalid Kitchens

SsOciation in Henley Street, to which selected cases had previously
€n sent, closed down in April,-

i Maternal Mortality.—3 deaths (2 from puerperal sepsis and
from other puerperal causes), giving a maternal mortality rate
of 1.77 per 1,000 births, live and still.

Unmarried Mothers.—The usual grant of £150 was made to
the Youthwark Diocesan Association. 13 Battersea mothers were
admitted to their Homes and stayed for 1,221 days,

Home Helps.—6 cases. Cost to Council, £22 18s. 10d.

A new scheme for the supply of home helps was adopted by

the Ommittee in March. A’ panel of six suitable women was

led, and a scale of income drawn up for the assessment of

applicants’ contributions. Owing to evacuation of mothers from
ndon, however, the scheme was very little used.

St. Thomas’s Babies Hostel.—Transferred to Wiltshire on
the Outbreak of War, and remained there during 1940, but in the
SUmmer test feeding was resumed for a few weeks in London.

~Ommittee was formed to promote this revival of the hostel's
dCtivities, and Mrs. Alderman Bowler was appointed to represent

Council thereon. After a short period, however, the

urrence of heavy bombing caused the experiment to be
abandoned. Work done.—Test feeding 48 cases, 78 attendances.
-patients 20 (8 mothers, 12 pabies), total stay 1,011 days. The

Counei decided to increase their annual grant from £200 to £400
Per annum, '

Nursing.—The ' District Nurses, under contract with the
nmv:;i[, paid 4,979 visits to 553 cases, of which 240 were patients
su €ring from infectious disease.

: The St, Margaret’s Day Nursery, which was evacuated on
I?e Outbreak of war, remained at Horsham throughout 1940 and
Was used, in common with other evacuated nurseries, for

Vacuees selected by a central committee. The Council continued
s financial grant.

: _Child Life Protection.—T1 foster-mothers were still on the
"“gister at the end of 1940, but only 15 of these had nurse-
Children (to the number of 17) in their care. The health visitors
Paid 480 visits to foster-mothers.



Infectious Diseases.

The incidence of infectious disease was even lower in 1940
than in 1939. As shown in the table below, there were only 968
cases notified, about one-third of the average number during the
past five years :—

Diphtheria ... 41 (252) | Pneumonia {acute

Erysipelas i a8 . (59 primary) 172 (2008

Scarlet fever -, 26 {300 Pneumonia (acute ]

gﬂmﬁc iwizr 3 7 o influenzal) 39
erperal fever ... 8 5 coping cough e B2

Puerperal pyrexia ... 9 (18 Measles ... - 280 (

Meningococcal meningitis = 29 (5) | Tuberculosis (all forms) 177

Ophthalmia neonatorum 20 (23

Polio-myelitis, etc, 1 (5)

Malaria ... eddt G — (1)

Dysentery p e (7)

For the purposes of comparison, the average number of cases
notified in the five years, 1935-1939, is inserted in brackets.

Schick Clinic.—The diphtheria immunisation clinic was con-
tinued throughout the year, and attended by 247 patients (194
new). Five were found to be immune on primary test, and 104
on test after inoculation.

Tuberculosis.—Beside 177 cases notified, there were otherwise
reported 25, making a total of 202 new cases.

The dispensary was carried on throughout the year as in
normal times, but it is impossible to give the usual detailed figures
of the work owing to the destruction of the dispensary and the
current records by enemy action in November, 1940.

Deaths from tuberculosis numbered 119, of which 10 were of
the non-pulmonary form. The death-rate was 1.10 per 1,000 of
the population, as compared with an average of 0.85 during the
5 years 1935-39.

_ Extra nourishment was provided during the financial year
ended 31st March, 1941, for 63 necessitous dispensary patients at
a cost of approximately £234.

Cancer.—272 deaths of Battersea residents were recorded,
being at the rate of 2.51 per 1,000 population, the average rate
for the preceding 5 vears being 1.84 per 1,000.

Sanitary Circumstances.

The Inspectorial staff were to a large extent engaged on
special duties in relation to bombed dwellings, displaced tenants,
air-raid shelters, etc. The number of dwelling houses inspected
therefore shows an increase on previous vears, but in general the
usual work of the department in relation to sanitation shows a
marked decrease, as evidenced by the following table,

Complaints received ... 3,357 | Water supply—
House inspections ... ... 40988 New houses certified
Shop Act inspections .., 25 Additional to  tenement
Ir , etc., inspections ... 1,343 houses
Gipsy van inspections 38 | Water closets provided, etc. ...
Drains— Smoke observationg ¥
Smoke testa 77 | Notices served—
Water tests 423 Intimation ..
Relaid is Statutory—
Repaired 249 Sections 197 and 220 ... ;
Plans received 70 Fifth schedule, etc. see U1, 100










