[Report of the Medical Officer of Health for Fulham Borough].

Contributors

Fulham (London, England). Metropolitan Borough.

Publication/Creation
[1946]

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/b4w72dgh

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode




METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF FULH A

Public Heal th Department,
Town Hall,
Fulham, S.W.6.

September, 1946.

To the Mayor, Alderman and Councillors
of the Metropolitan Borough of Fulham.

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present the Ammual Report on the health
of the Borough for the year 1945, which has been marked by a gradual
return to peace-time activities. In accordance with instructions
%f the Ministry of Health this report is once again in an abridged

orm.,

One service that has been extended is the Foot Cliniec, which
is now on a full-time basis, and about which a further note will be
found in this report.

The population of the borough (according the Registrar-
uincral's estimate) again increased being 99,790 as compared with

995,090 in 1944.

Both the Birth and Dea*h rates were lower than in the previous
year 17.8 against 18.5 and 13.04 ageinst 16.6 respectively. The
drop in the Death Rate i1s of course mainly attributable to the drop
in deaths due to Viclent causes (259 to 41) in which deaths from
enemy action were included.

The Infant Mortality Rate was again a low record, the figures
the past ten years being

1936 64 1941 50
19;; 56 1942 48

19 51 1943 63
1939 47 1944 4%
1940 45 1945 4z

I should like to thank the members of the Council in general
and the Chalirmen and members of the Public Health and Maternity and
Child Welfare Committees in particular for their co-operation and
constructive interest in the work of the Department, and the members
of the staff for their loyal support, during my first year as Medical
Officer of Health.

I have the hornour to be,
Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
P.L.T. BENNEIT
M.C., M.R.C.5., L.R.C.P.; T.D.D., D.P.H.

Medical Officer of Heal th.
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CLASSIFICATION OF CAUSES OF DEATH:
'1,301 deaths as follows:—:

Whooping Cough 2; Tuberculosis of respiratory -‘a;,r-:tan ?4, O ther
forms of tuberculo sis B; Syphilitic disease lB Influenza 11;
Cancer of (&) buccal c:avit;r 9; (b) uterus 15; (c) stomach and
duodenun 29; (d) breast 2l; other sites 129; Diabetes 6;
Intracranial lesions 118;  Heart Diseases.333; Other diseases of
circulatory system 48; Bronchitis 9l; Pneumohia 89; Other
respiratory disecases 22; Ulecer of stomach or dudbdenum 15;
Diarrhoea (under 2 :.rrs.j 12; . Appendicitis 2; Other digestive
disedses 27; MNephritis 35; Other Maternal causes 2; Premature
birth 113 Congenital malformations etc 32; BSuicide 11; Road
traffic accldents 5; Other violent causes 41; All c-thar causes 89,



INFANTILE DEATHS. -There were /4 deaths of infants under the age
of one year the causes being as foellows:

Whooping Cough 2; Bronchitis 5; Pncumonia 16; Diarrhoea 11;
Premature birth 11. Congenital mulfotamatlons eté. 25; other
violent causes 3; all other causcs 1.

The Infant Mortality Rate was 4@.per 1,000 live births,

GENER VISION OF HEALTH SERVICES.

Nursing in the Home, The Fulham District Nursing Association has
continued to carry out this work on behalf of the Council and
during the year paid 5,303 visits to 4995 cases.

a Violet Light C1 g. Thi.ﬂ.:clinic was open throughout the
:.rear and 15,012 attendances were made, and in addition 1,018
massage, 1,260 radiant heat and 867 infra-red treatments were
given.

aterni and Child Welfare C res. The four Centres at Parson's
reen, Greyhound Road, Wandsworth Bridge Road and Burne Jones
House were open throughout the year, the number of weekly sesslons
at 3lst December being for antenatal 13; postnatal 2; infant 14.
The attendances of chlldren under one ;-,ret.r- of age totalled 20,071
and of children ‘aged onc ti five years 8,297, The number af
attendances at the antenatal clinles was 15,45?.

Home Visiting. .The total number of ‘visits pald by the Health
Visitors was 20,639,

Infant Life Protection. At the end of the year there were 50
children in the care of 34 foster-mothers.

F;]_Mgg_ Attendances at this .clinic which is open for at
east one session per week, extra sessions being arranged
according to the need, totalled 2,919,

uatgmitz_ Hamgi During the ycar 4% women were admitted for

abour and 62 for antenatal treatment. There was one maternal
death and 5 infant deaths, 4 due to prematurity and 1 to
atelectasis.

Additional Maternity Accommodation. Under the L.C.C. scheme four
beds were allotted bto this Borough in Queen Charlotte's Hospital

and by the end of the year 94 women had been admitted.

Babies! Hospital. Closed.

Day ﬂurseriﬁs. The Eridge House Nursery, which was temporarily
closed in 1944 on completion of the Munster Nursery, was
renopened in kpril, so that at the end of 1945 there were 7
Nurseriecs, with accommodation f}r 365 children.

Supply of shects fo ctan mnthers. The arrangements
outlined in Ministry of He%th Circular 154/44 were adopted -and
by the end of the year 1,011 dockets had been issued through the
Maternity and Child Welfart.. Centres.-



§AHIT£1R'.'|.’ CI‘HEEHST#NCE,S OF THE AREA.

?gg;_l-pag Inspection. - The f£o11 ywing table gives a sl.mnnar;-.r Ef the
nspections made by the sanitary ins pccb::rs during the year:

7 : ¥irat .o RB— ) Ut fﬂt&l
Cause of Inspection ' Inspections Inspections Inspections
Complaint = . Tl e T g T DE 13,318
Infectious Disease . 1387 34 1,421
Infirm and Dirty Ténants 22 - 22
flent Restrictions Act R o A S i Sl 29
applications v ! :
_ TOTALS S 5,543 .. g7 5 114,790

i

As a result of these inspections 2,815 Intimation Notices and
1,023 Statutory Notices were served.

In addition to the 1rispec-ti_.ah-s 51'1_:.;wn' above the inspectors paid
4 visits in connection with the repdir of ‘drains and 439 in
camgct:l.nn with other repairs, eauss:d by enemy action.

Factories &c The visiting of food prmiSes, factﬂries ete, 1n:r'as
continued 1,099 visits being made. t -

Legal proceedings were insti‘*uted in jl instances for non-compliance
with Statutory Notices.

D age of Buildings. During the: :,rea.r 54 plana vere &pumveﬁ by
the Public He ommi ttee. - _

%gnt Restrictions Acts. In response to apwlicati::ns b:.r t.enmlts
certificates were issued during. the },Fr ar. ¥ :

Aged, Infirm g Physically 1gcagdcitatcd persons. During' the year

22 visits were pald by the woman sanitary inspector to aged persons,
and in one instance a notice w-..ts 3erved regarding the condition of
the premises.* : :

Rat Repression., During the yecar 2,691 visits were made and ?_D"j
rats are known to have been destreyed as the result o>f action. taken
by the Rat Officer.  In connecticn with the Government's publicity
campaign 482 vislts were paid to premises repu-rt.-?d as infested,

-

msgnfgsga%iag. Number of rooms disinfested was 425 and 66 families
had their furniture treated by HCN process prior to ramoval to a
Borough Council estate. In addition public air raid shel ters were
treated on 36 occasions.

Scables. Treatment for Scabies was arrunged for 192 men, 443 women
and 311 children. All cases were follwed up te ensure that contacts
received appropriate trecatment.

0 ther gndigiﬂg_. Treatment was given for 5 men, 42 women and

girls and 36 children who were suffering from Pediculi capitis.

Close contact with the halrdressers in the borough is maintained
and many of the girls and women had been referred by them.

Supervision of Food. During the year 1,000 samples of focd and
drugs were submitted to the Public Analyst and 53 or 5.3 per cent
were reported adul terated. None of these adulterated samples call
for any special comment.




PREVALENCE AND-CONTROL OVER INFECTIQUS AND

.. OTHER DIGFASES:

Notifiable diseases. The nuiber of nbtifieatiﬂ'ns. received, after
correction, were: !

Diphtheria 51; Scarlet Pever 238; Ewﬁipelas 51; -Puerperal Fever 8;
Puerperal Pyrexia 17; Cercbro-Spinal Meningitis ﬂ Ophthalmia
Neonatorum 14; . Tuberculosis of Respiratory systan 293 Non-
Pulmonary Tuberculosis 22 Measles 1,131; Pneumonia 70; Diarrhoecz
(under 2 yrs. of age) 68; Hhaaping Cough 160; Dysentery 75;

Scabies 450.

The number of cases of Diphtheria increased by 32 compared with
the previous year, of measles by 918, Diarrhoea by 23. The number
of cases of Scarlet Fever decreased by 15, and whooping cough by 49.

Smallpox. Contacts of cases of mmallpox numbering 23 were kept
uncder observation. during the yecar but no cases occurred in the borough.

htheria Immunisation. The number of sessions held was 102 and
1%45 new cases attended, a totdl of 6,680 attendances being made,
By the end of the year 11,531 children had been immunised since the
beginning of the campaign in 1934.

Cancer, The percentage of deaths from this cause was 16,3 a slight
increase comparec with last year.

Tuberculosis. The deal;h rate from this cause was 0.82 (pulmonary 0.74
and non-pulmonary 0.08). During the year 209 notifications of
pulmonary and 22 of non-pulmonary were received.

At the Dispensary 3,912 attendances were made including 623
cases who attended for the first time; 122 were referred for
institutional treatment.

Vaccination. The annual return furnished to the Ministry of Health
showed that 59.0 per cent of the children born in. 1944 had been
successfully vacclnated by %lst January, 1946

Disinfection. The routine disinfection of premises after the
occurrence of infectious disease was continued and 14,552 articles
were ‘treated at the Disinfecting Station. :

Foct Clinie. The demand for the services of this Clinlec increased

to such an extent that the four sessions per week were insufficient
and a full-time chiropodist was appointed as from September 10th,1945.
During the year a total of l, 354 treatmentsz was given (608 from
January to September, and 746 from September to the end of the year).

Mortuary. During the year 242 bodles were received intc: the
Mortuary, and 210 Post-dsrtems were carrie’ out.



