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FuL st

Town HaALL, .
FuLuam, S.'W,

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Metropolitan Borough of Fulham,

(GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit my Annual Report for
1917, which, in accordance with the instructions of
the Local Government Board, is limited to a brief
record of the most important matters that have
affected the public health during the year.

PorPULATION.—For the calculation of the death-rate
and birth-rate the following estimates of population
have been adopted by the Registrar General :—

For the death-rate i 145,180

,, birth-rate e 161,841
The former is an estimate of the civil population, the
latter of the total population, based on the assumption
that the ratio between the total and the civilian popula-
tion is the same in the borough as in England and Wales
as a whole. Looking at the crowded state of the

borough, both are probably under estimated.

MARRIAGES.—1I,403 marriages were registered during
the year, against 1,450, 2,043 and 1,918 in the three
previous years.

BirTHS.—Excluding 75 births among non-residents,
but including 194 children born of Fulham mothers in
lying-in institutions situated in other boroughs, 2,971
births were registered, 1,530 of boys and 1,441 of girls,
representing a birth-rate of 184 per 1,000 of the
estimated total population. This is the lowest birth-
rate recorded in Fulham, and is 6-4 per 1,000 below
the average rate of the preceding five years.

[LLEGITIMACY.—The illegitimates numbered 224, or
7-5 per cent! of the total births, the highest proportion
recorded in any year. Of these 137 were born within,
and 87 outside the borough.
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DEeATHS.—During 1917 1,251 deaths of civilians were
registered in the borough, but of these 139 were of
persons not belonging to Fulham, while 882 inhabitants
of Fulham died outside the borough, chiefly in various
public institutions. There were, therefore, including 19
deaths among Belgian Refugees, 1,994 deaths of
persons, 998 males and ¢g6 females, having their
usual residence in Fulham, representing a death-rate
of 13-7 per 1,000 of the estimated civilian population,
which 1s 0-2 above the average rate of the preceding
five years. The death-rate of the Countv of London
was 150 per 1,000, and in the Metropolitan boroughs
the rates ranged from 106 in Woolwich to 22-5 in
Shoreditch.

Excess oF BirtHs OVER DEeATHS.—The natural
increase of the population by the excess of births over
deaths was 977, compared with 2,022, 1,536 and 1,772
in the preceding three years.

SeasoNaL McrTAaLITY.—The mortality in the four

quarters of the year was as under :—
Deaths, Death-rate,

First quarter .. i TEEe 718 19.6
Second quarter - R . H04 18.9
Third quarter .. i -2 & 367 10.1
Fourth quarter vis b - 410 11.3

DistrisuTion oF Deatns.—The death rates in the
several wards, calculated on the assumption that the
ratio of the estimated civilian population to the census
population was the same in each ward as in the whole
borough, were as under :—

TABLE IIL
Death-rate Average Death-rate Average
Ward. 1917 Death-rate Ward. 1917 Neath-rate
E 1912-16. | ¥ 1912-16.
Barons Court 12.9 11.7 _ Munster .. 11.8 12.2
Lillie .« 16.8 14.6 Hurlingham 13.0 11.7
Walham .. 14.8 17.2 Sands End 18.4 18.1

Margravine.. 153 158 | Town .. 18.8 12.5
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INFANTILE MORTALITY.—Of the 1,994 deaths, 323 or
16-2 per cent. were of children under one year of age,
and the rate of infant mortality measured by the pro-
portion of deaths under one year to births registered
was 109 per 1,000. This is 21 per 1,000 above that of
1916, which was the lowest recorded in Fulham,

The infantile death-rate of the County of London in
1917 was 103 per 1,000, and in the metropolitan
boroughs the rates ranged from 75 in Lambeth to 158

in Shoreditch.
TABLE 1IV.

The infantile death-rates of the several wards were
as under : —

Deaths under one year | Deaths under one year

Ward, per 1,000 births. Ward. per 1,000 births.
Average of 5 Average of 5
1917. years 1912-16. | 1917. years 191216,
Barons Court 95 105 | Munster ... 098 101
Lillie s 148 106 Hurlingham 54 75
Walham ... 100 128 | Sands End 113 112
Margravine 123 115 ' Town o B 68

Causes oF INFANTILE MortaLiTv.—Table V gives
the causes of the deaths at various periods under one
year of age, and in the following table the mortality
from certain groups of diseases will be found:—

TABLE VL

Death-rates of Infants under one year of age from certain
groups of diseases.

‘.. ‘Deaths per 1,000 births.

Diseases. | 1917. ;:::: %; 10; 1::3 .

Infectious Diseases ! 11.56 8.7
Tuberculous Diseases... ol 5.5 2.7
Diarrheeal Diseases - 209 19.5
Respiratory Diseases -.. x| 22.9 20.1
Premature Birth, Congenital Defects .

and Debiliby.n ~ 5 - o 1B 34.6
Other Causes ... 19.9 15.4
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DeAaTHS OF ILLEGITIMATE INFANTS.—Of the 323
infants who died before attaining the age of one vear 55
or 17 per cent. were illegitimate, the mortality among
them being in the proportion of 246 deaths per 1,000
births against 98 per 1,000 among children born in

wedlock.

PREVENTION OF INFANT MORTALITY.—NOTIFICATION
OF BIRTHS.—2,633 notifications of living and 67 of still-
born children were received under the Notification of
Births Act, g2 per cent. of the births registered in
Fulham being notified. Of these 70 per cent. were
notified by midwives, 27-5 per cent. by medical prac-
titioners and 2-5 per cent. by relatives. 2,442 babies
were visited by your Health Visitors, who paid 4,419
visits, and in addition 3,010 visits were paid by the
Superintendent and the nurses of the Fulham Maternity

and Child Welfare Centre.
0664 babies were brought to the consultations held

at gz, Greyhound Road, 170, Wandsworth Bridge
Road and Melmoth Hall, Eustace Road, by the doctors
attached to the Welfare Centres.

SICKNESS FROM NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

SCARLET FEVER.—234 cases were notified, being
fewer than in any year since 1891, and there were 4

deaths.
DipHTHERIA.—237 cases were notified, with 16
deaths, against 312 with 20 deaths in 1915. -

ExTERIC FEVER.—Eleven cases were notified, with
two deaths.

PUERPERAL FEVER.—Fifteen cases were notified,
and there were four deaths, or 1-3 per 1,000 births.

ERrySIPELAS.—There were 50 cases of erysipelas,
with two deaths.

CEREBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS.—Twenty cases were
notified, against 17 and 12 in the two preceding years,
and there were eleven deaths.
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PoriomyELITIS.—Five cases were reported, but in
one the diagnosis was not confirmed. All recovered
with slight paresis.

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.—Fifty-seven babies
were notified as suffering from ophthalmia, 18 being
reported by midwives, and the remainder by doctors.
Seven cases were removed to hospital. With one
exception all recovered with unimpaired sight.

MEeAsLEs was epidemic throughout the borough
during the first half of the vear, and 2,021 cases were
notified, of which 1,967 occurred between January and
July. Of these, 1,889 were reported by docters, and
121 by relatives.

Fatality—Seventv-five deaths were ascribed to
measles, giving a case mortality of 37 per cent.

Provision of Nursing for Measles.—In March
the Borough Council made arrangements with the
Fulham and Hammersmith District Nursing Associa-
tion for the services of nurses in cases reported to
them by the Medical Officer of Health as requiring
nursing assistance.

GERMAN MEASLES.—301 cases of German Measles
were notified, which was most prevalent in Baron's
Court Ward. No death was attributed to the disease.

Tusercurosis.—The notifications received during
the year numbered 1,483, viz. :—

Under Form A.—Cases not previously notified .. 912

- »  B.—By School Medical Officers .. 98
g ,»  C.—Cases admitted to Sanatoria and
Poor Law Institutions .« 2562

D.—Cases discharged from Sanatoria
and Poor Law Institutions .. 221

Of the above 700 were notifications of new cases, 582
being of pulmonary and 118 of other forms of tuber-

culosis.
The following table gives the age and sex distri-

bution of the cases :—
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Mortality from Tuberculosis.—191 deaths (99 of
males and 92 of females) were registered from pul-
monary tuberculosis, representing a death-rate of
I-32 per 1,000, the average of the preceding five
years being 1-33. To other tuberculous diseases 49
deaths were due, the mortality being at the rate of
0-34 per I,000.

Prevention and Treatment of Tuberculosis.
Fulham Tuberculosis Dispensary.—The following
table gives a summary of the work of the Dispen-

sary :—
New Patients,
1. Suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis 256
2. 3 ;s other forms - 13
8. suspected cases ,, 349
4. non-tuberculous b vos 329

Total ... 977

Total Cases notified during 1917 (including 32 cases
admitted during previous years) ... e .t 851

Number of Patients Treated (old and new]
1. Insured = 471

2. Uninsured ... 1,317

_—

Total ... 1,788
Number of Attendances at Dmpansa.rr
1. Insured S : 1,052
2. Uninsured ... s 5,528
Total ... PSR 2
Doctor's home visits ... stk i L L
Nurses’ 1 e~y DR TR
Persons specially exammud as Cunlﬂ.ﬂlh 492
Number of these found tukerculous ... 21
Contacts who became patients during the ].rear 197
Insured patients examined for purposes (sanatorium
treatment, etc.) of London Insurance Committee ... 112
Uninsured patients recommended for sanatorium
treatment to London County Council 61
Patients sent to Infirmary 45
Referred to Invalid Children’s Aid A.ssucmtlun 29
s iy ;» Charity Organization Committee 27
" ,» Children’s Country Holidays Fund 47

Patients who had Tuberculin treatment 851
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(GENERAL SANITARY ADMINISTRATION.

Disinfection.—25,302 articles of bedding, clothing,
&c., were disinfected at the Council’'s Disinfecting
Station.

2,116 rooms were disinfected and cleansed after
infectious illness.

Bacteriorocicar. Examinations. — The following
bacteriﬂlugical examinations were made on behalf of
Dr. Burnet.

Number of
Specimens.
True Diphtheria bacillus isolated ... R
Hoffmann or Pseudo Dlphthena bacillus
Negative result.. . 220
—— 268
Blood from cases of suspected Enteric Fever.
Widal or Typhoid reaction obtained ... i 6
Widal or Typhoid reaction not obtained ... 5
- — 11
Sputa from cases of suspected Tuberculosts.
Tubercle bacillus found EORRTEE .
i = not found... e 042
— 420
Other Examinations ... 11
Total s 710

PuBLic MoORTUARY.—218 bodies were removed to
the mortuary during the year.

Foop SurpLy.—The dairies, slaunghterhouses, bake-
houses, restaurants, &c., were kept under observa-
tion by your Inspectors and a large amount of work
was carried out by them in connection with the
numerous Orders of the Food Controller, the duty of
seeing that these were nbserved being imposed on
them.

Unsound Food.—Proceedings under the Public
Health (London) Act were instituted in the following
Cases i —
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Diefendant. ' Offence. Result. Pen a'lt_'-,r.i Costs.
H. Humphries, Exposing unsound fish Convicted. |2 o of 010 6
32, Braithwaite Rd. | for sale.
| |
C. White, l}c[pnsitiug unsound fish . Convicted. | 2 o o o 10 6
or the purpose of sale i |

The following articles examined at the request of
the owners were condemned and destroyed :—

Mutton ... s 30 10 | Kippers ... ... 0 boxes.
IFish s 2'Cases. Mussels ... ... 3bags.
Iish oo 34 stones. | Winkles ... ... 2 baskets.
Fish NS, &7 % Apples ... 8 bushels.
Dates PSR 2 | Greens .« 7 bags.

Action under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts.

The undermentioned samples were purchased for
analysis in 1917 :—

Article. Number of Number Percentage of

Samples. | Adulterated. Adulteration.
Milk ... 502 S0 14°3
Separated Milk 4 00
Dried Milk I 00
Condensed Milk ... 1 I 100°0
Cream 4 4 1000
Butter 215 13 G0
Margarine ... I - 00
Cheese 10 00
Cream Cheese 2 2 100°0
Lard 5 Eia 33 1 333
Coffee e 28 00
Cocoa 75 7 05
Sausages 6 1 16-7
Flour i 0 00
Self-raising Flour ... g 00
Baking Powder 5 00
Cayenne Pepper ... 1o 00
White Pepper -9 00
Mustard e ! ot ) 00
Preserved Peas 3 2 STiE
Tinned Beans 1 1 100:0
Olive Oil i ok 1 00
Ice Cream Powder ... 1 aia
Camphorated Oil 1 o adi 00
Tartaric Acid I 00
Syrup 1 . 00

1,002 112 | 119

|
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There was a marked increase in the adulteration of
milk, the samples certified during the last five years to
be below the standard of the Board of Agriculture
being as under :—

I913.. ia .+ 49 per cent,
1914. . - A
I9I15. . s TR,
1916. . . G R
TOTT . - 271

Proceedings under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts,

were instituted in the following cases :—

Defendant. Offence, Result. Penalty,
£ 8. d
W. Cooper, Selling milk adulterated | Dismissed —
14, Ewald Road with 7 per cent. of added | (Warranty
water, proved)
H. M:;.{nard. Selling milk 20 per cent. | Convicted. 10 0
54, Mablethorpe Road deficient in fat,
W. Williams, Selling margarine for butter, | Convicted. 6 0 0
114, Lillie Road -
Ditto Ditto Convicted. 6 0 0
E. Morgan Selling milk 6 per cent. de- | Dismissed —
ficient in fat (Warranty
proved)
T. Setchfield, Selling milk 57 per cent. de- | Convicted. 00
134, Estcourt Road ficient in fat,
C. Lockington, Selling butter adulterated | Convicted. 1 0 0
6, Hazlebury Road with 95 per cent. of mar-
garine,
W. Winter, Selling milk adulterated | Convicted. 2 00
7, Delvino Road with 7 per cent. of added
water.
Ditto Selling milk adulterated Convicted, 200
with 33 per cent. of added ’
water,
W. Langham, Selling milk adulterated | Convicted. 10 @€
117, Stephendale Road with 12 per cent. of added
water. 1
H. Barrett, Selling milk adulterated | Convicted. 1 0 0O
8, Hogarth Place with 26 per cent. of added
water.
E. Jones, Selling milk 26 per cent. de- | Convicted. 2490
24, Filmer Road ficient in fat.
Selling milk 10 per cent. de- | Convicted. 2 00

A. Floyd,
6, Charleville Road

fcient in fat,

10

10

10

10

10
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Defendant.

Offence,

Ditto
Ditto

J. Ely,
11, Rylston Road

T. Davies,
2, Everington Street

W. Wattam,
24, Phoenix Place,
Notting Hill

I3, Cairs,
142, New HKing's Road

J, Hickman,
309, Fulham Palace Road

F. Lake,
101, Bishop's Road

H. Denew,
3538, North End Road

H. Moss,
11, Jervis Road

West London Dairy Co..
1, Spring St., Paddington

J. Walters,
797, Fulham Road

Selling milk containing 42
grains of boric acid to the
gallon,

Selling milk 10 per cent, de-

cient in fat,

Selling milk 67 per cent. de-
ficient in fat,

Selling milk 4 per cent. de-
ficient in fat.

Selling milk 5 per cent. de-
ficient in fat.

Selling milk 9 per cent. de-
ficient in fat.

Selling milk adulterated
with 8 per cent. of added
water.

Selling milk 5 per cent. de-
ficient in fat,

Selling milk 7 per cent. de-
ficient in fat,

Selling milk 13 per cent. de-
ficient in fat.

Selling milk adulterated
with 5 per cent. of added
water

Selling cream containing
15-4 grains of boric acid to
the pound.

Result. Penalty, Costs,
£ s d | £ s d
Convicted, ; 10 0 0 2 2 0
Convicted. 2 00 i -
Convicted, 200 11 0
Dismissed —_ —
(Warranty
proved)
| Dismissed — —
- (Warranty
proved)
| - No penalty 200
Dismissed 1ab =i
- (Warranty
proved)
: Dismissed -— —-
- (Warranty
proved) |
Dismissed = i
(Warranty
proved)
Convicted, 7 0 0 10 6
Convicted, a0 0 1 1 0
Convicted, 2 00 10 6
£52 0 8 £11 9 0

The following

prosecutions were instituted under the

Public Health (Milk and Cream) Regulations, 1912 :—

Defendant. Offence, ! Result.
~| S
J. Walters, | Selling preserved cream in = Convicted.
797, Fulham Road | a receptacle not properly
labelled.
Ditto Depositing preserved cream | Convicted.
| in a receptacle not properly
labelled.
West London Dairy Co., Selling preserved cream in | Convicted.
6, Spring 5t., Paddington | a receptacle not properly
labelled.
J. Hickmanmn, Ditto Convicted,
245 Munster Road
[.. Duncan, Ditto Convicted.
72, North End Road I

Penalty. Costs.
. R e
1 00 10 6
1 00 —

- 0 0 1 1 0
2 00 | AR R
2 00 1 1 0
£11 0 0 £3 13 6
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Facrories, Worksnors ann WorkrLACES have been
frequently inspected. Many have undertaken Govern-
ment work, which has necessitated considerable addi-
tions and alterations.

CERTIFICATES UNDER THE REVENUE Acts.—Certi-
ficates for exemption from or reduction of - inhabited
house duty were granted in respect of 135 tenements,
and 193 certificates which had been granted for a
limited period were renewed. .

DRAINAGE oF BUILDINGS.—During the year the
following drainage plans were submitted to and
approved by the Public Health Committee :—

Plans of drainage of additions to existing buildings ... 40
Plans of the reconstruction of the drainage of existing

buildings ... ane, -

67

COoMBINED DRAINAGE.—One system of combined
drainage, for the maintenance of which the Council
were liable, was reconstructed, at a cost of £19. 15s. 6d.

GENERAL SANITARY WORK.—1,811 complaints of
nuisances were received and dealt with by your
Inspectors. 1,145 intimation and 278 statutory
notices were served. Owing to the great difficulty
experienced in getting work done, in consequence of
the scarcity of labour and materials, the attention of
the Inspectors has been mainly confined to securing
the abatement of the more acute nuisances, and works
of a less urgent nature have been postponed till more
normal times,

SANITARY STAFF.—Two of your Sanitary Inspectors,
Mr. F. Manning and Mr. M. Canton, are still serving
with His Majesty’s Forces in France. Mr. A. Carter,
who had been acting as temporary Sanitary Inspector
since October, 1914, resigned in March, and Mr. T.
Yorke was appointed in his place. Mr. Yorke resigned









