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Uut of 160 scholars, 55 were said to be suffering from the com-
plaint. So far as I could ascertain 14 of these cases belonged to
St. Martin's, the rest were in the districts of the Strand Board of
Works and St. Giles’.

I bad the schoolroom thoroughly disinfected, and afterwards
white-washed.

The above facts were reported to the Local Government Board
and the London County Council.

BacririoLoGICAL ExAMINATION OF SusPeECTED CASES OF
DipatHERIA AXD Typuoip Fever.

In the month of February your Public Health Committee
requested me to report as to the advisability, or otherwise, of
giving medical practitioners in the parish power to obtain at the
Vesiry’s expense examination by a Bacteriologist of material from
suspected cases of infectious diseases. I reported in favour of
such facilities being given to medical practitioners, as often cases
of Diphtheria and Typhoid in their early stages are difficult to
diagnose, and only a bacteriological examination could clear up the
doubt.

I was further requested to communicate with the Director of
the Laboratories of the Conjoint Board of the Royal College of
Physicians and the Royal College of Surgeons, Victoria Embank-
ment, with a view to making arrangements for the carrying out of
this scheme. I had several interviews, when it was finally
arranged that they would provide the necessary materials for such
esamination, charging a fee of 3s. 6d. for each case. Your
Committee accepted these terms, which were approved of by your
Vestry.

In order to make known your decision to the medical practi-
tioners, letters were addressed by your Vestry Clerk and myself to
those residing in the parish, and also to those residing on the
fringe thereof, informing them of the fact, and giving details as to
the mode of procedure.
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The following are the copies of the letters; —

Tae Vestry or Sr. MARTIN-IN-THE-FIELDS,

Town Hall,
Charing Cross Road,
W.C.
April, 1899,

Sir,

I am directed by the Vestry to inform you that they have
recently had under consideration the question of whether it was
desirable that they should make arrangements by which Medical
Practitioners in the District could obtain, without expense to them-
selves or their patients, examination by a competent bacteriologist
of material from suspected cases of Diphtheria and Typhoid Fever,
with a view of aiding the diagnosis where the same did not clearly
disclose the disease from which it was anticipated the person was
suffering, and being of opinion that it is of great importance in the
interests of public health that every reasonable facility should be
provided for promptly dealing with even suspected cases of
infectious disease, the Vestry have made arrangements by which, in
all cases where approved by the Medical Officer of Health for this
Parish, they will be enabled to secure an examination of suspected
matter at the Laboratory of the Conjoint Board of the Royal
College of Physicians and Surgeons.

The conditions under which this examination will be made are
as follows :—

The examination will only be made on the written application of
the Medical Praclitioner called in to attend on any patient; such
application to contain briefly the particulars of the case and to be
transmitted to the Medical Officer of Health at this address.

If the Medical Officer of Health is satisfied that the case is a
proper one for the Vestry to bear the expense of the examination,
sterilised tubes and swabs will be provided by him, and an order
will be given with which the tubes and swabs should be transmitted
to the Laboratory of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons,
Examination Hall, Victoria Embankment, W.C.

The fee will be paid by the Vestry,
A3
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TABLE 11

TABLE OF THE CAUSES OF DEATH at Various Ages

In the Parish of 8¢ Martin-in-the- Fields, during the Year 1809
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TABLE XI.

Copied from the Registrar-General's Annual Summary of Births, Deaths, and
Causes of Death in London for the year 1899,

DIMINUTION OR EXCESS OF DEATHS in 1899,

Compared with the Average Annual Deaths in 1889-98,

CAUSE OF DEATH, it e
Small-pox. . i 42 =
Measles .. E 697 =
Secarlet Fever 857 e
Typhus ] 2
Infloaenza. . - ?14 545
Whooping-cough I o — —
Diphthariga St i i i e Sal 260 —
Simple Fever ., X - o Sl 21 e
Enteric Fever .. 5 — 189
Diarrheal Diseases — 1,013
Cancer .. oL rh 2 . —_ 565
Phthieis and other Tubercular Diseases 378 s
Premature Birth 172 = Sis — 143
Disenses of Nervous System .. 5 1,021 ==
Diseases of Circulatory System i —_ 455
Diseases of Respiratory System . | 663 -
Diseases of Urinary System .. ol | — 279
Childbirth and Puerperal Fever od ol 83 —
Accident .. o . a e .| — 301
Homicide. . ! Jis 17 —
Suicide .. i =i = i i - 34
All other Causes. . - 1.681
Balance of Diminution or Excess — 727

This Table shows in a summary form the number of lives saved
or the number lost in the year 1899, as compared with the
preceding decennium, under each of the more important headings in
the list of causes.

The net loss of life in the year 1899 amounted to 727; in
other words, had the average death-rate in 1889-98 continued
throughout the year under present notice, 727 lives would have
been saved which, as it is, have been lost by death. In the year
1899 there was, as compared with the decennial average, an excess
of 545 deaths from influenza, 189 from enteric fever, 1,013 from
diarrheeal diseases, 565 from cancer, 143 from premature birth,
455 from diseases of the circulatory system, 279 from diseases of
the urinary system, 301 from accident, and #4 from suicide. The
following diseases accounted for a mortality below the average :—
Diseases of the nervous system by 1,021 deaths, whooping-cough
by 714, measles by 697, diseases of the respiratory system by 663,
and scarlet fever by 557,



