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PARISH OF PLUMSTEAD.

£

Prepared in pursuance of Section 198 of the Metropolis
Management Act, 1855.

For the Year ended 25th March, 1897.

E—— T

1. Vestry's Marsh Land (purchased from Barth’'s Trustees).—
An agreement has been entered into with the South Eastern
Railway Company for :—

(1) The exchange of small parts of the Vestry's land on
the west side, with small parts of the Company's
land adjoining.

(2) The construction of a bridge, at the Company’s
expense, over White Hart Lane,
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price the land was purchased ; the purchase money was £2,280
and completed without a loan. The land lies east of and
adjoins the land purchased from Barth’s Trustees and abuts
for the whole of its eastern boundary in Church Manorway,
and for more than half of its northern boundary on fo the
London County Council's Sewer Road. The land is let
temporarily to Mr. Cavey at £35 a year, and the ditch is being
filled in on its southern side and a fence erected.

3. Tithe and Land Tax Redemption.—The Vestry on 3rd
March, 1897, resolved to redeem the Tithe and Land Tax on
the whole of its Marsh Land (50 acres) and this is being done.

4, Vestry Offices.—The Local Government Board were asked
for information on the following points :(—

(@) If £1500 were paid to the Overseers for the purchase
of their interest in the Vestry Offices, to what
purpose would the money be appropriated ?

(b) If the duties of the Overseers were transferred to the
Vestry under Local Government Board's order,
would the same premises become the property of
the Vestry without any payment ?

In reply to the first question the Local Government Board
stated :—

“That if the interest of the Parish in the Vestry Hall
« were sold to the Vestry under Section 3 of the
¢ Union and Parish Property Act, 1835, the produce
“ of the sale would, under that Section, have to be
“ invested or applied, with the consent of the
‘““ Board, to some purpose for the permanent
“ advantage of the Parish ;"

B
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manceuvre troops and fire blank cartridge at Bostal Heath and
Wood, the Council were informed that, in the opinion of the
Vestry it would be very undesirable, and strongly urging the
Council not to sanction the application, to which a reply was
received, dated 26th October, 1896, that the Parks and Open
Spaces Committee had decided that it was not desirable to
grant such permission. Major-General Maurice, C.B., Com-
manding the Woolwich District, however, asked permission to
attend the Vestry to speak on the question, and this was
granted. He accordingly attended the Vestry Meeting of
23rd December, 1896, and made a statement on the subject.
He subsequently attended the General Purposes Committee,
to whom the matter was referred for report. The Vestry,
after very carefully considering the matter, passed the following
Resolution :—

“That the General Officer Commanding the Garrison at
« Woolwich, as to his application to drill on Bostal Heath
“ and Wood, having expressed his willingness not to allow
“ any firing in Bostal Wood, and that the drill, not exceed-
“ing 12 times a year, shall be before noon, and not to be
““on any general holiday, this Vestry do not oppose an
« gpplication made under these conditions, it being under-
“ gtood that this includes such mounted officers as are
¢ necessary for Infantry Drill with Staff, but not Artillery
“ or Cavalry, and further that such consent being always
« granted only during the pleasure of the Couneil ; if any
“ damage should arise, the permission could always be
« yaconsidered. That a copy of this resolution be sent to
« the London County Couneil, and to the General Officer
« Uommanding the Woolwich Distriet.”

The matter is now engaging the attention of the London

County Couneil.
B2
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7. Bands, Bostal Heath.—The Vestry applied to the London
County Council to provide Bands at Bostal Heath during the
summer of 1896, and the Council, as an experiment, sent
a Band to play there on four Sunday evenings, which were
stated by the Chief Officer of the Parks Department to have
been so successful that arrangements had been made to supply
Bands on Sundays during 1897,

8. Approach Road to Bostal Wood.—An agreement has,
after considerable negotiation by the Vestry Clerk, been com-
pleted with Queen’s College, Oxford, whereby the Counecil
agree to convey to the Vestry, sufficient land to make a 40-ft.
road from Wickham TLane, opposite King's Highway, to join
the piece of land reserved by the Conveyance of Bostal Wood
for the purpose of a Road to the Wood, the only consideration
practically being that the Vestry should fence the road on
either side. It has been sanctioned by the London County
Council and named Waterdale Road, and besides complying
with a condition of the conveyance of Bostal Wood, it will
supply a very much needed shorter route to the wood from
King's Highway. The Council have also agreed to contribute
£239 10s. 0d. towards the cost of making the road.

9. Widening Wickham Lane.—After considerable corres-
pondence extending back to the early part of 1893, an agreement
has been entered into with Queen’s College, Oxford, whereby
they surrender sufficient Jand to widen Wickham Lane to 40
feet throughout, subject to the Vestry fencing off the adjoining
land of the College, and making up the road and footpath.

10. Peostal Arrangements.—The Woolwich Postmaster in
February, 1897, was applied to, asking for delivery of letters in
Plumstead half-an-hour earlier in the morning so that they
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might be received by workmen and others before they leave
their homes, to which a reply was received dated 1st March,
1897 :(—

¢« That careful consideration has been given to the matter,
“but it is regretted that it is not found practicable to
«comply with their request for an earlier commence-
“ment of the morning delivery of letters in the district.
“Such an alteration, besides involving considerable
« agdditional cost, would necessitate the exclusion of an
“ important part of correspondence now delivered, and
“the detention of these letters would cause serious in-
““ gonvenience to the general Public.”

« An earlier despatch from London, was, in fact, tried
“ gxperimentally some time ago, but the change caused
““gso much delay of correspondence, and provoked so
“ many complaints from residents at Woolwich that it
“ had to be abandoned.”

11. Ventilation of London County Council’s Main Sewer.—
The London County Council were petitioned in December to
obtain the sanction of the War Department to construct two
or more ventilating pipes from the main sewer in Plumstead
Road and opening into the furnaces in the Royal Arsenal,
which would tend to draw off a good deal of the sewer gas
and thus obviate much of the nuisance at present prevailing,
to which the Council replied (3rd March, 1897) : —

“That the Council's Main Drainage Committee have
“ endeavoured to obtain the consent of the War Depart-
““ ment to the erection of ventilating pipes against some
““ of the furnace chimneys of the Royal Arsenal, but have
““ been informed there are no furnace chimneys to which
“ the connections from the sewer could be permitted, and
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¢ that the Committee are endeavouring to obtain the
“ Department’s consent to erect ventilating pipes against
“ the boundary wall of the Arsenal.”

12. Levels of New Streets.—A question having arisen on
Genesta Road, as to upon whom the respousibility rests for
the violation of plans of new Streets in regard to their levels,
a Deputation was appointed to wait upon the London County
Council in regard thereto, and they were asked to receive such
Deputation, but the Vestry were subsequently informed that
the subject was engaging the attention of the Building Act
Committee.

13. Adection against Vestry for Gravel.—In January, 1897,
Mr. R. Kersey instituted an action against the Vestry for
£191 for gravel alleged to have been supplied. The Vestry
successfully resisted this claim which Mr. Kersey abandoned.

14. East Plumstead Sewer : Allegations.—Mr. Martin, a
Vestryman, having in open Vestry made some very serious
statements as to the supervision and construction of the East
Plumstead Sewer, viz. :—That it was badly laid, broken pipes
and insufficient and defective conerete used and in some places
mere gravel, and that the sewer having been laid in 9 inches
of water could not be properly jointed; the Vestry appointed
a Special Committee to investigate the allegations.

The Committee met on four occasions. Mr. Martin indicated
a length of sewer where a broken pipe would be found, and he
alleged defective and insufficient concrete throughout the
whole of the work, but stated that he would rely entirely on
the first field between the Railway and the Sewer Road for the
proof of his charges, and he promised to deposit with the
Vestry Clerk the names of his informants.
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The sewer was uncovered, in the presence of the Committee,
in four places, three being on the length indicated by Mr.
Martin. One of these three openings was 12 feet long, the
others 6 feet long, and all had cross-sections to facilitate exam-
ination to the full depth of the work. The fourth opening
was made to the south of the lamphole and was 6 feet long.

The Committee and other Vestrymen descended Manhole
No. 1, and inspected the sewer by aid of a light in the lamp-

hole. The sewer appeared to be of excellent workmanship,
and was in perfect order.

The exterior of the sewer was also seen by examination in
the openings to be without fault, being thoroughly encased in
concrete of execellent quality, samples of which were taken,
and of the requisite thickness everywhere. There was no
leakage, no evidence of flaw, or any imperfection whatever.

Mr. Martin also examined the sewer inside and out, and
expressed himself * perfectly satisfied,” adding that he was
surprised to find the work so well done.

The Committee reported to the Vestry that the East Plum-
stead Sewer had been well and properly laid, and that Mr.
Martin’s allegations to the contrary were disproved.

The names given by Mr. Martin, as being his informants,
were ‘ Leegood” and * Pollard,” but on being pressed, Mr.
Martin stated that he was not acquainted with the Christian
names and addresses of these two informants; he promised,
however, to obtain particulars and endeavour to produce the
two men before the Committee, but this he failed to do, and
the Vestry, on the recommendation of the Committee, passed
the following Resolutions, viz. :—
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(a) ‘¢ That Mr. Charles Martin having, on vague and unreliable

(6)

“ rumours, made statements in public Vestry, casting
“ unfounded reflections upon the Vestry and its officials
“ in alleging that the East Plumstead Main Sewer was
“ laid without proper supervision, that the sewer was
“ badly laid, that broken pipes were used, that mere
« gravel was used instead of concrete, and that the
“ pipes were not properly jointed, whereas, on the sewer
“ being opened in the presence of your Committee and
* Mr, Charles Martin, it was found to be perfectly
«gound and well laid ; he be called upon to pay the
«« gpxpenses incurred in making the inspection, which
« was necessary to disprove his charges, the amount
“ being £7 10s. 3d.” (which, however, he did not pay).

That Mr. Charles Martin having in open Vestry, and
«upon mere hearsay evidence, made a series of
i« damaging charges against the Vestry and its officers,
« which charges he has utterly failed to substantiate,
«and which, upon investigation, have proved to be
« thoroughly false and unfounded, it be therefore
« yesolved that Mr. Charles Martin is unfitted any longer
¢ to be a member of any Committee of the Vestry, and
¢« that his name be removed from the Public Health
“ Committee.”

(¢) “That the Vestry convey to its Surveyor, Mr. W. C. Gow,

¢ agnd the Clerk of the Worke, Mr. F. C. Saville, its
« gomplete satisfaction with the results of the inspection
« made of the East Plumstead Main Sewer, and com-
« pliment them upon the thorough excellence of the
¢« work, and the careful supervision exercised by them
« during its construction, assuring them that they retain
“« the Vestry's entire confidence.”
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15. East Plumstead Sewer Connections.—The Vestry, by
resolution dated 11th November, 1896, put into operation
Sec. 59 of the Metropolis Management Act, 1862, in regard to
this Sewer, and directed—

“ That the connection of all new properties with the East
« Plumstead Sewer which has been made at the cost of
«“ the owners and occupiers of the particular land included
“in each special benefit rate, be in future granted only
“on condition of the owners of such new properties
“ paying one contribution of 5s. in the £ on the rateable
¢ value of the property erected where the rate levied has
““been equal to or exceeded 5s. in the £, and where the
¢« rate is less than 5s., one contribution of the same
« gmount as the special rate ; and that this contribution
“ be made in respect of all houses now or hereafter built
“in the special area mnot included in the special rate;
‘ such contributions to be carried as a separate fund to
¢ the account of the precept, and surpluses to be pro-
“ portionately divided (as often as suflicient surpluses
“ arise) between the original contributors as a refund on
“ the rates paid by them.”

16. East Plumstead Sewer, Special Precepts.—Of the total
cost of this sewer. viz. : £3,588 3s. 6d., the Vestry contributed
£1,001 13s. 10d., which was paid out of a loan from the
London County Council raised for that purpose. Seven Special
Precepts were issued to the Overseers for amounts making up
the balance, viz: £2,586 9s. 8d., the Vestry being of opinion
that the expenditure was incurred for the special benefit of the
particular parts to which the Precepts related, and directions
were given to levy the amounts on the areas shewn on the
plans accompanying the Precepts.
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17. Special Precepts : Bostal Lane and Abbey Wood Sewers.
—The legality of these Rates have now been finally established
in the Court of Appeal, and nearly the whole of the amount of
Bostal Lane Precept has been paid to the Vestry, and the
whole of the Grove Road and Abbey Grove Precept has been

paid.

18. Abbey Wood Sewer Connections.—Five Shillings in the
£ on the rateable value of two houses belonging to Mr. J. J.
Daniels, azd built since the Special Precept was made has
been paid, and will be collected on future new houses using
the Bostal Lane Sewer.

19. Special Precept : Riwer Wall.—In March, 1897, the
Vestry issued a Special Precept to the Overseers of Plumstead
for the sum of £394 17s. 11d., the amount required for repairs
of the River Bank and Flood Protection Works, and directed
that the same be charged exclusively on the area known as the
North Marsh District, including the railway and the land and
property north of the same.

90. Harrow Manorway Sewer.—Application was made to the
London County Council to allow the houses in Harrow Manor-
way on the West side to be drained into the Sewer inasmuch
as they were erected before the Sewer was constructed or
sanctioned, and ought to be treated as exceptional cases, but
the Council declined to vary the condition on which this Sewer
was sanctioned, that no connections should be made thereto,
north of the railway.

91. Ward Census.—From a Return made by the Tondon
County Council of a Census taken in March, 1896, of the
Population in the several Wards into which certain Parishes
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negotiated and dealt with involving the preparation and com-
pletion of 20 conveyances or agreements, and the whole matter
so far as the acquisition of these varied rights were concerned
was completed within the short space of four months from the
date of the Vestry’s Resolution of 20th January, 1897,
sanctioning the improvement, notwithstanding some of the
owners were abroad. It is also satisfactory to note that in no
case was it found necessary to go to a jury to settle the com-
pensation, although formal notices were served in some
instances.

The London County Council have promised a contribution
of half the total cost of the improvement, such half not to
exceed £1213.

31. Iwh Street Improvement at Churchyard.—The Clause
in the London County Council’'s General Powers Bill, 1896, as
to the widening of High Street, next to St. Nicholas’ Church-
yard, having been passed into law, the Vestry, under Section
6, and under its common BSeal, forwarded a request to the
Council to transfer to the Vestry all its powers of purchasing
and taking land for this purpose, which request the Council
acceded to, and the Vicar and Churchwardens having signed
an Agreement for the sale of such land (i.e., sufficient to make
the Road 60 feet wide), in consideration of the wall and railing
being erected by the Vestry. Tenders were invited for the
work, and the improvement has now been effected.

Application was made to the Council to pay part of the esti-
mated cost of the improvement, which the Council has agreed
to do, not exceeding £599.

32. Other Improvements.— Station Road, Abbey Wood, has
been widened on the Erith side, so as to make it 40 ft. wide
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from the Railway Station to Harrow Road, the Vestry con-
tributing £25 towards the cost of the purchase of the necessary
land by Erith District Council.

Projecting Forecourts in front of Nos. 160, 162, 164 & 166,
Plumstead Common Road, were purchased at a cost of £90
(towards which the Council agreed to contribute £49), and the
Road widened there, at what was one of its narrowest points.

The Vestry paid the Vicar and Churchwardens £78 for a
piece of land in front of St. Margaret’s Church, and a footpath
has now been formed in front of the Church, where none
previously existed, in continuation of the footpath in Blendon
Road, and joining the footpath of Vicarage Park. A mew iron
fence and gates has been erected to the altered line, by the
Viear and Churchwardens, The London County Council have
agreed to contribute £25 towards this improvement.

Improvements have been effected at the junction of Wickham
Lane and High Street. Mr. E. Proctor was paid £24 13s. 4d.
for sufficient land at the north-west corner of Wickham Lane
to make Wickham Lane 40 ft. wide as far as Hogtrough Lane,
and Mr. E. Kemp was paid £22 for a strip of land in front of
his shops at the north-east corner, and the land in each of
these cases has been added to the public way.

A much needed improvement has been effected in Herbert
Road, by the fencing in of the vacant land or bank in front
of Herbert Terrace. The land being appurtenant to the
houses and premises in Herbert Terrace, by the owners of
which property the cost was paid with the aid of a contribu-
tion from the Vestry, and the opportunity was taken of
throwing a small piece of the land, at each end, into the foot-
path, for which allowances from their contributions were made
to the owners concerned.
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33. Alteration of Bye-Laws.—The following alterations of
Bye-law have been made and sealed during the year : —

Bye-law 261, as to workmen's sick pay, altered :—By
adding after the word * Certificate,” at the end of the first
paragraph, the words ¢ such Certificate to be renewed
fortnightly.”

By omitting all words after the word * allowed” in the
second line of the second paragraph, and substituting the
following : “ After 1 and under 2 years' service, not
“ exceeding 2 weeks; after 2 and under 3 years’ service,
“not exceeding 3 weeks; after 3 years' service, not
““exceeding 4 weeks. Not to exceed four weeks in any
‘‘one year, except for men with 7 years’ service and up-
““wards whose cases shall be specially considered by the
“ Committee.”

DBy omitting all words after the word ** work ™ in the third
line of the third paragraph, and substituting the following :
“ They shall receive full pay for not exceeding one month
‘ after which the continuance of the same, or part thereof
““must be specially considered by the Committee.”

Bye-law 173, as to Working Balance, altered by omitting
* £1000,” and inserting instead, the words * not less than
¢ £1000 nor exceeding £3000.”

34. Valuation of Government Property.—The Valuation of
Government property in this Parish, on which the Government

Grant is made, has been increased to £38,520, being an increase
of £14,876.

Ao el ok e veag bhe Dverseers—bad—eomnenced - bo-
: 5 e st |
aud wore so far successind as to obtain orders for payinent.
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Roaps RAsED AND REPAIRED —continted.

| Sand Tar
Name of Road. Granite | Ragstone | Flints |Gravel and | Chalk .
Blindg Paving
tns. ct.qr. tns. ct. qr.| loads | loads | loads | loads | loads
Brought forward ..| 698 10 3 | 422 7 3 116 2795 | 323 371 312
Palmerston Road ad .. i o 7% | 32 b i
Purrett Road e o i i R 19 .
Plum Lane | 20 B8 3 . 10 i s
| |
Raglan Road ok ; a5 .| 2 oa .
Reidhaven Road v v 4i0ps o8 e .
Red Lion Lane e ! e [ I . e
Rapairing Trenches .. : 6 . . o7
Ripon Road ai - aia 3 7| i 10
Riverdale Road 4 - 35 15 22 5 9 i
Rl polson Road L . i 1 1 s 31
Bﬂ Etrﬂﬂt "4 ® ) ? | 1 [ 9
Sandy Hill Road .| 121 123 & s 88 | ‘b S i
Salisbury Cottages .. 3 ' 12 ve 2 6
Saunders Road e | 4§ 12 i i =
Shrewsbury Lane - | . as 6 " 1
Shooters’ Hill iR 1128 70 i 0 | 75 . Fi
Slﬂ'ﬂﬁ " 1 .. - 4 e ' -
St. Ma.rga.tet's Terrace ._:'i’ 'T 3 s 123 i 5 B
St. James' Place - | o 6 5 aa 14
Store Yard, Plumstead ) | |
Road, for patching | 97 17 2 . 29 80 . 62
and sundry repairs '
Station Road ¥ 3219 0 il 1 2 2
Bt Jﬁhn 8 M " W | o " 1 W
Sutcliffe Road 3 Vi ‘ u . 8 . .
Thomas Street ¢ 55 2 1 . 8
Timbercroft Lane ‘ 25 133 .o . s
Tuscan Road v i . 2 ok
Vernhe.m Road 59 8 gl
Vicarage Road A 43 29 1 3 R I
Villas Road 'e 46 1 -
Walmer Road il I . : 2 .“s o .
Waterdale Road aral . . 10 s ais ;
Webb Memorial Fount. o . : 8 4 e .
Westdale Road ««f B8 1T 32 1 . 28 T P .
Wrottesley Road ' S, L : 2 “n o 2
Whitworth Road | . : 1 =5 a .
Wickham Lane of i ! ! 2 . - .
Willenhall Road S 41 52 3 18 1 e
Westdale Passage , : . 18 i . .
Total : .|1ﬂ13 11650 12 38 116 oG | 583 420 | 521
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vans and carts, A new water van of a special pattern
(Willacy’s Patent) has been purchased at a cost of £47 10s.
Provision is made in the estimate 1897-8 for another van, it
being necessary that this plant should be increased as the
Parish extends.

14. The water was supplied by the Kent Water Company
at a cost of £662 10s. Od.

15. The number of water vans is 16.
A ,, carts is 5.

16. The number of days watering in the year has been 127.

17. The positions of hydrants are shewn on the 12-inch
watering map. The present number is 56, seven having been
provided and fixed during the past year.

18, With the exception of some small amount of wheeler’s
work, the whole of the repairs to carts, vans and hydrants, as
also the painting, have been done by direct labour, by the
Vestry's workmen, with efliciency and economy. We have
tried some of Stirratt's Patent Skidpans for the water vans,
and they have given satisfaction. Notices have been fixed in
several places cautioning drivers as to improper skidding on
the steeper hills, which causes much damage to the roadway.

19. Lighting.—The lighting of the District, has been carried
out by the South Metropolitan Gas Company. During the
year 14 additional lamps have been fixed, and 9 moved, at an
aggregate cost of £32 19s. 1d.

With a view to furnishing report on an improved system of
street lighting, more particularly in Plumstead Road and High
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49, 0ld Churchyard.—Plans, &c., were prepared, and con-
tracts entered into, for theserection of a wall and iron railing
for the new portion of St. Nicholas Churchyard. The old hedge
was grubbed up, and the road widened to a width of 60 feet,
which I consider, will when completed, be one of the best im-
provements ever made in the Parish. The contraect is being
carried out in part by Messrs. Thomas and Idge, the path on
the north side (of Adamant Stone) by Messrs. Fry Bros., the
path and kerb on the south side by direct labour, the flagging
and kerb being supplied by the latter firm.

50. Roof Water discharging on Footpaths.—We are still
continuing to carry channel pipes across the footpaths, instead
of allowing the water to discharge direct on to the path, the
owneys supplying the pipe, which the Vestry fixes free of cost.
This only applies to old property, all new property being con-
nected with the drainage system.

51. Tar Paving Repairs.—Extensive repairs to tar-paving
in old roads have been earried out during the year. 1 may
observe that many of the paths, have, from time to time, been
repaired with old material worked up in our own yard, this
does not wear satisfactorily, and if the paths are to be kept in
proper repair. many will require to be taken up, relaid, and
coated with Kentish rag topping.

52. @Quilies.—Several new pot gullies have been put in, and
many old brick gullies reconstructed. By standing order the
old pattern stone when damaged is taken up and replaced
with a channel grating.

53, Marsh Land.—A wooden fence has been erected by
Mr. Cavey, on a schedule of prices, on the southern boundary
of the land recently acquired on the Marshes for a dust shoot.

54. Health Refuge.—Plans have been prepared and con-
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To the Vestry of the Parish of Plumstead.

v State Medicine Laboratory,
King's College, London,
Yth July, 1897.

SALE oF Foop axp Druas Acts, 1875-9.

(ENTLEMEN,

1. Ihave the honour to report to you upon the work done
by me, as Public Analyst to your Vestry, during the year
ended March 31st, 1897.

2. The total number of samples analysed was 200, of which
5 were found to be adulterated.

3. All the samples were purchased and submitted for
analysis by the Inspector of the Vestry.

4, The subjoined tables give the various articles which have
been axa.minm:Jl, their number and description, as well as the
general analytical results ; where the article was found to be
agultara.ted, the nature and extent of the adulteration are
shown,

5. In addition to the four samples of milk reported as
adulterated, I have drawn attention to others as being sus-
picious, or of poor quality, and owing to the very low standard
adopted by the Somerset House Chemists (the Referees under
the Sale of Food and Drugs Act), I am frequently compelled
to pass as genuine, milks that are adulterated to a small extent.

6. A considerable number of cheeses have been examined
during the year, in view of the introduction into this country
of ¢ margarine” or * filled” cheese, but all the samples proved
to contain true butter-fat The amount of butter-fat however
varies very largely, and in some Duteh cheeses I have recently
examined, the fat varies from as much as 26 per cent. to as little
as 10.7 per cent., so that it would be well if a standard were
adopted for this article.

I am,
Yours faithtully,

WILLIAM R, SMITH, M.D.,
Public Analyst.
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to vaccination. It is also suggested that the time allowed for
infantile vaccination should be extended to six months ; that
public vaccinators should be enabled to offer calf vaccine in all
cases ; that, when required, they should attend at people's own
homes, and that private practitioners should be paid by the
public for vaccinating, and be subjected to inspection like the
public vaccinators. It is proposed that the sanitary authorities
should be made the vaccinating authorities, and they are
recommended to use all possible means to encourage re-
vaccination (e.g., by handbills).

I called the attention of the Vestry o the danger to Plum-
stead from the unvaccinated condition of West Ham. I found
that whereas in Plumstead of the children born in 1894 there
were only two still unvaccinated, and prosecutions lad taken
place in both cases, in West Ham there were 975 unvaccinated,
and no prosecutions had taken place. A letter was sent to the
Local Government Board pointing out this danger to Plumstead.

I also advised, as on previous oceasions, that handbills should
be printed recommending voluntary re-vaccination, in view of
the serious prevalence of Small Pox in various parts of the
country. The Health Committee ordered me to prepare a bill,
but unfortunately it was found that the Plumstead Vestry had
no power to spend money in the way recommended by the
Royal Commission.

SCARLET FEVER.

17. Scarlet Fever.—There were 352 cases of Scarlet Fever,
compared with 61, 584, 527, 480, and 328 in the five preceding
years. Thus the steady decline in the prevalence of Scarlet
Fever, which I referred to last year, has had a check.

215 cases went to Hospital compared with 194 in the previous
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from Viearage Road School by the teacher who noticed that
his hands were peeling. I was informed, and on visiting the
boy found that he was desquamating from Scarlet Fever, and
had been at home a few days previously with a very slight
rash, supposed to be nettle rash.

21. Concealed Cases and Wilful Exposure.—In another case
a boy was sent home from Earl Street School by the master
because his hands were peeling. He was taken on foot next
day to see a medical man. The case having been duly notified
as Scarlet Fever, it was found that the boy was not being
carvefully isolated, and on my report, the Health Committee
determined to prosecute for wilful exposure of the boy by being
taken to see a doctor after having been told by the schoolmaster
that he was suffering from Scarlet Fever. The Magistrate
refused, however, to convict, believing that the exposure was
not wilful,

Four children belonging to one family were sent home
peeling from Bloomfield Road School ; in these cases I believe
there was deliberate concealment of the disease on the part of
the parent, but there was no evidence to shew this.

But in another case sent home peeling from Eglinton Road
School, there was not only good reason to think that the parent
had deliberately concealed the existence of the Fever, but after
notification and the usual warning, she persisted in exposing
the child in the streets; she was accordingly summoned, and
being convicted of wilful exposure, was fined £1 and costs. I
attended the Police Court and gave evidence as to the existence
of Scarlet Fever and obstruction on the part of the parent
when I called to see the child. The exposure was proved by
the child’s schoolfellows.

The various teachers, who, by their watchfulness, were
enabled to detect these cases, and so prevent further spread of
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88 cases went to Hospital, of whom 23 died, giving a death
rate of 26 per eent. The death rate at home was 33 per cent.

The death rate at home, in the past three years,was 30, 32, and
25 per cent. respectively, and at Hospital 50, 35, and 19 per cent.
respectively. Thus we see that, for the cases treated at home,
the fatality last year was greater than in any recent year. For
cases treated at Hospital, the fatality last year was greater
than in 1895, but much less than in 1893 and 1894. I believe
that in the Hospitals all serious cases are treated with Anti-
toxin serum, but it is to be presumed that few such cases are
so treated at home. Whence the striking change in the
incidence of mortality.

94, The following are the rates in the several wards of
cases occurring per 1,000 population, in the order of frequenecy:
West, 4-4 ; North-West, 4-3; South-West, 4:1; South, 3-8;
South-East, 3:0; East, 2:'7; North-East, 2:4 ; and North, 2-2.
The West and North-West wards include St. James' Parish,
which has, for several years, had the highest prevalence of
Diphtheria.

The South-West Ward was more affected than in recent
years.

Bloomfield and Ancona Road Schools were most affected.

95. Table V. shews that the 199 cases occurred in 175
houses. In only 23 houses did the infection affect other

inmates.

26. No doubt mild eases occur which are never suspected ;
in others there may be some symptoms pointing to Diphtheria,
but the case being slight, is not notified, and after a short stay
at home returns to school to infect others.

I saw, in consultation with the medical attendant, two or
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three such mild eases, in which I confirmed the suspicion of
Diphtheria being present. In one of these a brother had a
suspicious throat six weeks ago.

Many of these doubtful cases might be cleared up, and the
spread of infection prevented, if medical practitioners had the
means of obtaining a bacteriological examination of the
patient’s throat. This is provided for now by many Sanitary
authorities in London and the Provinces; among others, in
Bristol, Holborn, St. Pancras, New York, &e. In these places,
any doubtful case is examined at the outset, for determining if
Diphtheria is or is not present, and all cases are examined at
the termination, to discover if the disease has ceased to be
infectious.

My recommendation that arrangements should be made by
which this could be done for Plumstead, was approved by the
Health Committee, but, unfortunately, it was found that the
Plumstead Vestry had no power to spend money for such an
object. This is very much to be regretted, for obviously such
expenditure of money would directly and materially assist in
the prevention of one of the most fatal diseases with which the
Vestry has to deal.

27. The period when a case of Diphtheria ceases to be
infectious is very uncertain, and appears to vary from 3 or 4
weeks to 6 or 7 months. It is generally considered that when
a bacteriological examination cannot be obtained, at least six
weeks should expire before a case can be regarded as free from
infection. Cases often appear to be quite well, however, much
sooner than this, and at the urgent request of parents medical
men commonly give their sanction to a cessation of isolation
after the lapse of 2 or 8 weeks; they argue sometimes that it
would be useless to attempt to procure a longer isolation when
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under the present Public Health Aet. It might, however, be
made voluntary, 2/6 being paid for the notification of each first
case in a house. But the great difficulty is the fact that pro-
bably in the majority of cases of measles no doctor is called in.

49. The primary schools are the great means of spreading
the infection of Measles, and it is probably to the school
managers and teachers that we must mainly look for contending
with the spread of infection. The present School Board regu-
lations are excellent as far as they go, but they do not go far
enough. The teachers of the various schools act independently
and are neither in communication with each other nor with the
Medical Officer of Health. I have therefore proposed a school
notification of measles, viz.: that teachers should send me word
of any children they exclude from school on this aceount. If this
were done, I should know at once when measles was prevalent
among the children of any one school, and in special cases
should know in time when it was wise to recommend the
closure, say, of the infant department of a school, a proceeding
which I have no doubt, might at times greatly assist in staying
an epidemie. I should also be able, in cases where children
in one house attend two or more schools, to warn the teachers
of the other schools to exclude those children. The Health
Committee approved of my recommendation, and I found that
the great majority of the teachers would willingly co-operate
in the proposed plan. The Vestry bas not yet, however,
authorized me to incur the sinall expense requisite for printing
notification forms, &e. T would again strongly urge that no
moderate expenditure should be allowed to weigh against the
health and lives of the children of the Parish.

PHTHISIS.

36. Phthisis, or consumption, caused 81 deaths, compared
with 111, 70, and 96 in the three preceding years In addition
H2
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APPENDIX I.
Precautions against Consumption.

1.—Consumption is an infectious, curable disease.

2.—The infection, however, never attacks people unless their system is
seriously weakened.

3.—Most of those who get Consumption have inherited a special weak-
ness of the lungs from their parents, but in other cases the system is
weakened by intum}:eranne. want of nourishment, disense, and insanitary
%onﬂitiuna. especially confinement to close unventilated rooms, in damp

ouses.

4.—The infection is conveyed in two ways:—

(1).—By breathing or swallowing infectious particles from the sputa
of consumptive persons. If the sputa become dry, the in-
fection may be inhaled as dust with the air breathed.

(.ﬂj.r-—B_'.r swallowing the milk or meat of tuberculous animals,

9.—Consumptive persons should never spit on the floor or into hand-
kerchiefs, but into a cup containing some disinfectant, or, failing that,
some water. The cup should be frequently emptied down the w.c., and
washed out with boiling water, Disinfectants may be obtained free at
the Health Offices, Maxey Road.

6.—1If no kind of vessel containing liquid is at hand, small pieces of rag
or paper may be used. These should be burnt as quickly as possible, or
the pieces of paper may be thrown down a water closet.

7.—For those who have to leave home, pocket spittoons may be bought
through any Chemist—price, about 3s. 6d.

8.—Consumptives shozld carefully avoid swallowing their own expec-
toration, or they may reinfect themselves.

Y.—Consumptives should avoid kissing altogether.

10.—All ﬂ.mgm: of infection from milk and meat of tuberculous-animals
may be avoided by boiling the milk and thoroughly cooking the meat,
preferably by boiling. Members of Consumptive families should specially
attend to this rule.

11.—Close and crowded rooms, concert halls, theatres, and public
houses, should be avoided.

12.—The rooms occupied by a Consumptive person should contain no
unnecessary furniture; and, especially curtains, bed hangings, clothes
hanging about should be aveided as far as possible. The rooms should be
frequently cleaned out when the Consumptive in not in them.

m&n the Consumptive ceasing to occupy any room, it should be thoroughly
diaiﬂfectad. This will be done, on application, by a Vestry Official, free
of ¢ e,
13.2%0nsumptim should pass as much time out of doors as possible,
and when indoors the room should be well ventilated.

When sufficient clothing is worn the windows may safely be kept open
day and night, unless the weather is very severe, but draughts must be
avoided. As much sunlight as possible should be admitted.

14.—No one else should occupy the same bed with a Consumptive
person, and where ible a separate bedroom should be used.

15.—When the above precautions are taken there is no danger of a
Consumptive person infecting anybody else.

Medical Officer of Health, Plumstead.
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any kind. Also that the number of notifications of infectious
diseases 631 for 53 weeks is lower than in the four preceding
years, notwithstanding the rapidly inereasing population.

Hearre oF ReipHAvEN Roap DisTRICT.

2. Much has been made by the Medical Officer in his
report, of the alleged insanitary condition of the area covered
by Reidhaven Road and contiguous streets, The Com-
mittee have given their serious consideration to this matter,
and having regard to the nature and terms of the Medical
Officer's Report thereon, considered the alleged evils and their
suggested remedies at a special meeting.

The Committee found that there were special reasons why
the health of the people living in this Area was not in such an
excellent condition as that of the rest of the Parish, and that,
for these reasons, this area was likely to remain less healthy
than the other parts of Plumstead.

Firstly, most of the ground upon which these houses is
built is low lying, and was originally marsh ground, and 1t
appears, from the Medical Officer's Report, that some
portion of it was used as a shoot for house and other
refuse, and this, naturally, has formed an unhealthy
foundation for the houses.

Secondly, a number of the houses are indifferently built
and so constructed as to allow insufficient air space
between the floor line and the ground, and, in some cases,
the floor line is beneath the level of the path, air space
being the more necessary in this distriet, having regard to
the nature of the ground just referred to.

Thirdly, the population of the Distriet, compared with
the rest of Plumstead, is dense, and consists of a poorer

and, in some streets, lower class than the adjoining parts
of the Parish.
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manholes in this locality. The whole of the work contained
in these recommendations has been carried out since the
date of the Medical Officer’s Report.

Further, the Vestry, on the recommendation of the Com-
mittee, directed a letter to be written to the London County
Council with an extract from the Surveyor's Report, and
this was sent on 23rd December, 1896, and the London
County Council in due course replied that the work of in-
creasing the pumping power at Crossness was being proceeded
with as rapidly as possible, and that they were contemplating
the formation of a storm water outlet for the Southern Outfall
at Greenwich.

No doubt when these alterations are completed the improve-
ment shewn in the health of this area in 1896, will be more
than maintained.

It is important to note that the proportion of notifiable
infectious diseases indicated on the official maps issued by the
Metropolitan Asylums Board with their Report for 1896, as
coming from this district, bears a most favourable comparison
with the rest of the Parish.

The statisties in the Medical Officer’s Report for this
Reidhaven Road District show that the death rate for 1896
was 168, as opposed to 156 for the whole Parish, shewing an
excess only of 1-2 per 1000, and in the cases of all classes of
disease specified in his Report, having regard to the small-
ness of the figures, and also to the character of the district as
already stated, the proportion which this district bears to the
whole of Plumstead is not abnormal.

The statistics as to Enteric Fever given by the Medical
Officer, if taken for 1896 only, do not show, as is stated in his



157

Report, that this disease is three-times as prevalent in the
Reidhaven Road District as in Plumstead as a whole, but that
it is not even twice as much so, and this proportion has no
significance when regard is had to the very small figures upon
which it is based, namely, 3 only in this district, and 29 in
Plumstead. His statement can only be sustained by coupling
1894 with 1896, which cannot possibly be a fair means of
ascertaining the present health of this district.

All the recommendations that the Medical Officer has
brought before the Committee since his report for the registra-
tion of houses occupied by two or more families in this district
with the view to prevent overcrowding and to enforce
cleanliness have been adopted.

Since 31st December, 1896, the Vestry have resolved to
appoint an additional Sanitary Inspector which will enable the
Committee to divide the parish into three districts, and if
necessary give special attention to this Reidhaven Road area.

MeasLES.

3. Although there were more deaths from Measles than in
recent years, the Committee are unable, in consequence of its
not being a notifiable disease, to state whether it was more
prevalent in the Parish, or whether the increased mortality
was due only to the severity of the attack. All that can be
done to diminish the danger arising from Measles has been
done by the Committee, and the recommendations of the
Medical Officer upon the subject adopted, and large bills
posted up giving hints and instructions for treatment.

I Further, the Committee did all in their power to persuade
the School Board for London to alter their Regulations as to
Children suffering from Infectious Diseases, or living at houses
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where such diseases exist, especially Diphtheria and Measles,
so that notification of any case of Measles not otherwise
notifiable might be sent direct to the School Board Visitor or
the Vestry's Medical Officer, and the Committee recommended
the printing of the necessary forms for this purpose, but,
although several applications were made, the School Board
would not sanction the suggested alterations.

NUISANCES AND THEIR ABATEMENT.

4. The Sanitary Inspectors in 1896 served 1663 Intimation
Notices, and of these only 366 were reported as not attended
to. In everyone of these cases the Committee ordered service
of Statutory Notices, to be followed by proceedings if necessary.
Tt appears, however, fromn paragraph 64 of the Mediecal
Officer's Report that it was found necessary to serve only 307
of these Statutory Notices, and it is satisfactory to note that
in 16 cases only summonses had to be issued, and that in 7
out of this number the work was done upon service of the
sumnons, without the necessity of obtaining a Magistrate's
order. In addition to the above the Sanitary Inspectors re-
ported 145 cases of non-compliance with notices to supply
dust receptacles. It was, however, found necessary to take
proceedings in 6 cases only, and in each of these the requisite
receptacle was provided without a penalty being enforced.
The Committee cannot therefore agree with the statement in
paragraph 59 of the Medical Officer’'s Report that the parties
liable bave treated the Vestry with contempt, and have paid
no attention to their formal demands.

CoMBINED DRAINS,

5 The Inspectors have reported upon a large number of
defective combined drains. In all cases where it has been
necessary the Vestry resolved upon the recommendation of the



























