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According to the census of 1921, there are 46,000 females
over 12 “ unoccupied ” or “ retired ” in Battersea, mostly engaged
in domestic duties at home.,

The occupations involving risk to health are practically
negligible.

Battersea is fortunate in the possession of fine open spaces,
Battersea Park in the north, and Clapham and Wandsworth
Commons in the south and south-west contributing greatly to the
healthiness and natural amenities of the district.

The Borough is low-lying in the north, where in parts it lies
below high-water mark of the river, and in the past this area has
been much liable to flooding in times of heavy storm. On the
south and south-west the ground rises to a considerable height
towards Clapham and Wandsworth Commons to the Balham
plateau. The soil is chieflv clay with outcrops of gravel and isolated
banks of sand or sandy loam. Along the river front there is a belt
of alluvium laid down by the river where it overflowed its banks,
and what is now the site of Battersea Park was mainly marsh land.

Population.
The population of the Borough as estimated by the Registrar-
General for the year 1925 is 172,100,

The estimated population, based upon the Registrar-General’s
figures, for the registration sub-districts and for the nine Wards is
set out in the following table :—

Estimated Mid-Year Population,

Registration Sub-District. 1925.
Males. Females, Total.

East Battersea ... 34,238 37,078 71,316
North-West Battersea ... 23,815 25,402 49,217
South-West Battersea ... 22,651 28,916 51,567

Total ... 80,704 91,396 172,100
1. Nine Elms i e 13,633 14,386 28,019
2 Pak . 8,821 9,868 18,689
3. Latchmere ... . 9,287 10,350 19,637
4. Shaftesbury ... A% 7,642 8,167 15,809
5. Church ) il 9,296 9,681 18,977
6. Winstanley ... 3l 10,222 10,930 21,152
7. St. John 3,686 5,106 8,792
8. Bolingbroke ... T 8,707 10,764 19,471
9. Broomwood ... 9410 12,144 21,554

Total 1., 80,704 91,396 172,100
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DEATH-RATE PER 1,000 PorPuLATION.

Year. The East North-West | South-West
Borough. Battersea. Battersea. Battersea.
|
1915 16-4 16-2 18-8 14-2
1916 13-9 14-5 14-7 12-4
1917 15-2 15-4 16-3 14-0
1918 18-7 19-2 20-2 16-6
1919 12-9 12-4 12-7 13-7
1920 12:5 12-8 12-4 12-3
1921 12-2 12-3 12.7 11-5
1922 13-2 13-1 13-8 12-6
1923 10-8 11-2 10-4 10-6
1924 11-8 11-9 12-5 11-0
Ave 2 : : .
" ml;‘ﬂf 13-8 13-9 145 __129 .
1925 10-5 10-5 11-0 10-0

The death-rate per 1,000 inhabitants for each of the nine
Wards is shown in the next table :—

Estimated Number Death-
Ward. Population1925. | of Deaths. rate.
I

No. 1, Nine Elms ... 28,019 290 10-3
No. 2, Park ... 18,689 201 10-7
No. 3, Latchmere ... 19,637 241 12-3
No. 4, Shaftesbury ... 15,809 153 9.7
No. 5, Church 18,977 196 10-3
No. 6, Winstanley ... 21,152 230 10-9
No. 7, St. John ... 8,792 90 10-2
No. 8, Bolingbroke ... 19,471 206 10-6
No. 9, Broomwood ... 21,554 198 9.2

The following table shows the age and sex distribution of
the total deaths (corrected) in Battersea during 1925 :—

Under
I year. 1-5 | 5-10 |10-15| 15-25| 25-45 | 45-65 53 Total.

M | 118 36 o| 18| 51 | 108 | 254 | 317 911
¥ 63 31 10| 14 | 42| 98 | 207 | 424 894

Ttls.| 186 67 | 19| 32| 93| 206 | 461 | 741 |1,805
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COMPARATIVE STATISTICS OF BIRTHS, MORTALITY, &c.

Mean ?
Year. ion Births. Birth Deaths. Dieath m Matural
for year. Rare. Rate. Increase.
1857 15,870 582 36-4 H3 21-4 46 238
1858 16,872 562 33-3 380 225 100 182
1859 17,774 BHS 38-5 294 221 a6 201
1860 18,678 GE0 36-4 99 21-3 62 281
1861 1 760 48-3 606 257 118 456
1862 23,108 784 33-9 491 212 106 283
1863 26,635 1,042 381 522 195 86 520
1864 a0, a1 i,i40 37-8 668 22-1 128 471
1865 33,688 1,357 di)-3 785 23:3 177 572
1866 37,145 1,386 37-3 1,002 26-9 244 a54
1887 40,741 1,734 425 B70 213 122 Hed
1868 44,267 1,975 44-6 1,048 238 194 3]
1869 47,749 2 096 439 1,121 234 247 975
1870 51,320 2'170 42-2 1,975 26-7 404 795
1871 2,220 40-4 1,472 268 463 748
1872 60,244 2,349 35-9 1,202 8-8 220 1,147
1873 65,614 2,658 40+ 5 1,307 199 205 1,352
1874 70,984 2 8BS 40-3 1,387 186-5 238 1,478
1875 76,354 3,080 a0-3 1,724 22-5 307 1,356
1876 81,704 3455 422 1,745 21-83 340 1,710
1877 87,094 3481 39-9 1,725 198 280 1,756
1878 92 464 3,748 40-5 1,803 194 322 1,945
1879 97,834 4,001 40-8 1,980 20-2 355 2021
1880 103,204 4,085 39-8 2,040 19-7 483 2055
1881 4,452 418 2,033 i8-7 a1 2,419
1882 112,661 4,504 d8-9 2,214 196 353 2,284
1883 116,880 4,711 40-2 2,344 200 A6 2,367
1884 121,200 5,275 43-4 2,568 -1 568 2,708
1885 125,618 4,654 37-0 2,566 20-4 432 2,088
1886 129,937 5,140 395 2477 190 J08 2,863
1887 134,256 5 186 38-8 2451 18-2 502 2,735
1888 \565 5.061 36-5 2,187 15:7 363 2874
1889 142,884 5,161 86-1 2240 156 368 2,921
1894 147,204 5,105 B4R 2 854 19-3 543 2,251
1881 5,237 347 2,687 17 -8 3ea 2,640
1892 153,778 4 980 324 2,782 18-1 435 2,208
1893 156,718 5,225 33-3 2974 18-8 Gl4 2,251
1894 159,724 5,024 31-4 2,577 161 526 2,447
1895 162,787 5,264 32-3 2'961 18-1 460 2°303
1896 165,309 5,358 32-4 2994 181 642 2 364
1897 166,059 5.266 31-7 2'7a7 16-4 486 2’529
1898 166,814 5157 30-9 2/892 173 531 2 265
1559 167,570 5179 - 2,905 17-3 418 2 774
1900 1688 350 5 181 30-8 29748 17-8 435 2 183
1901 168,100 5,025 29-7 L T66 162 491 2,250
18902 171 400 4. 844 25-2 2,581 L 150 367 2,263
1803 173 422 4,873 286 2476 142 347 2,497
1904 175,465 4,849 27-5 2,543 i4-4 353 2,306
1905 177,532 4,843 27-3 2’561 144 475 2282
1906 179,622 4,654 259 384 13-2 338 2270
1907 181,736 4,574 25:1 2 406 13:2 255 2168
1908 183,873 4,829 25:1 2272 12-3 238 1,357
1908 186,036 4,450 23-9 2417 12-9 283 2,033
1910 188 4,489 23-7 2,124 AR 242 2,365
1811 167,765 4,381 26-1 2,404 143 336 1,977
1812 167 588 4,255 25-4 2052 12-2 138 2,203
1913 167,464 4240 25.3 2,365 14-1 208 1,875
1914 167,338 4,303 25-7 2217 132 142 2086
1915 161,945 3,820 236 2,653 16-4 a34 1,167
1916 B*173 432 3774 218 T s s e
D®1 58,402 — -_— 2,221 13-9 160 1,553
1917 H*167,233 2,960 17:7 — — — —
D*150,023 — - 2,285 15-2 185 675
1818 B*168,014 2,700 iG-1 — — _— _—
D* 149,951 . pet 2,800 187 204 ~100%
1919 H*165 3,075 18-5 —_— -—_ _ —
D*159.316 _— _— 2,081 12-9 a5 1,004
1920 B* 166 (93 4,669 2841 _— —_ — —_
D* 165,664 2 el 2,079 125 188 2,560
1921 1 3,742 231 2,060 12-2 178 1,882
1922 168 2 A665 21:7 2,227 13+-2 182 1,438
1923 170,600 JA34 201 1,838 1M0-8 114 1,585
1924 171,000 3,138 15.4 2018 i1's 122 1,121
1925 172,100 3184 18,5 1,805 10-5 64 1,379

t

Decrease,

years in heavy type,

* Population as estimated for purpose of (B) Birth-rate, (D) Death-rate.
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CHART
siowinG THE INFANTILE MORTALITY RATE

(pER 1,000 REGISTERED BIRTHS) IN BATTERSEA FrROM 1858 10 1925.
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Infant Mortality.

During 1925 the deaths of 186 infants were registered as
belonging to Battersea. The total number of births registered
during the year was 3,184, giving an infant mortality-rate of 58-4
per 1,000 births.

There were only four Boroughs in the County of London with a
lower infant mortality than Battersea.

The infant mortality-rates in Battersea and in London for
the years which have elapsed since the formation of the Borough,
as l;.;rell as for the previous decennium, are set out in the following
table :(—

Year, London, Battersea, Year. London. | Battersea,
1901 148 163 1916 89 84
1902 139 136 1917 104 101
1903 130 135 1918 107 99
1904 144 147 1919 85 74
1905 129 131 1920 75 B3
1906 129 126 1921 " 79:6 73-8
1907 116 115 1922 74-4 69-3
1908 113 107 1923 B0-4 49-5
1909 108 107 1924 69-0 62-4
1910 103 a7 1925 670 58-4
1911 . 129 124

1912 a1 83 1891-1900 158 162
1913 105 111 1901-10 126 126
1914 104 92 1911-20 100 a6
1915 112 112

The infant mortality-rate for the County of London for the
year 1925 was 67-0 per 1,000 births.

The distribution of the 186 infant deaths and the infant
mortality-rates, both for the registration sub-districts and the
Wards are shown in the following table :—

I

Registration , f Inf Infant Mor-
EuEIDistﬁ-:ts. Births. ufjearﬂ;ﬁ;eainu?:?e. t‘“l"t{ipr:{ul 00
M. F. |TOTAL.
East Battersea ... (1,471 | 56 31 87 59-1
North-West Batter-
sea .. |1,013 | 41 27 68 67-1
South-West Batter-
sed 25 700 | 21 10 31 44-3
The Borough e |3,184 | 118 68 | 186 58-4
WaRrb.
1. Nine Elms .. | 635 | 23 18 41 64-6
L e e | 408|189 8 27 66-5
3. Latchmere kDbl 14 13 27 72-8
4, Shaftesbury ... | 265 | 10 1 11 41-5
5. Church ... e | 888 | 14 11 25 64-8
6. Winstanley ... | 449 | 18 7 25 55-7
7. St. John cen RS 7 2 9 59-2
8. Bolingbroke ... | 279 - P el 12 43-0
9. Broomwood ... | 241 5 4 9 37-3
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The next tables show the incidence of mortality from the
chief diseases of infancy in the first four weeks of life and during

the four trimesters :—

TABLE sHOWING DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER 1 DAY, UNDER | WEEK
AND UNDER 4 WEEKS FrROM 1921 10 1925,

Year.

Under
24 hrs.

1 to
7 days.

1 to
4 weeks,

Total
under
4 weeks.

1921 ...
1922 ...
1923 ...
1924 ...
1925 ...

Baw

38
32
33
21
25

21
41
21

GUB8S

108
108
77
77
89

Total 1921-25

149

169

459

Mean do.

S
2

91 -8

Certified Causes of
Death,

=
g
5

Months
5—9,

Months
B"-' I 2r

o of
Total.

g
E

Scarlet Fever ... b
Diphtheria ...
Erysipelaa
Measles ..
lnﬂuenza o e
Meningococcal Menin-
gitis ... #k
Whooping Cﬂugh s
Diarrheea and Enteritis
General Tuberculosis ..
Tuberculous Mcnmgms
Pulmonary Tuberculosis
Pneumonia ... (&
Bronchitis
Other Rﬂsplratﬂr}r
Diseases
Nephritis
Prematurity
Marasmus
Icterus Hennaturum
Cﬂugﬂmtalh'[aﬂﬂrmgtmn.s
Injury at Birth
Suffocation {nverl}rmg'}
Convulsions

ank af Care
hﬁmﬂanmus
Total

FEE

Atelectasis &Mphyna N. .
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On analysis of the above tables it will be noted that over 60
per cent. of the total infant mortality occurred in the first three
months of life. If these figures are more closely investigated it
is found that of the total 186 deaths of infants under 1 year in 1925,
89, or 48 per cent., occurred in the first four weeks of life. It will
be noted further that most of these infants deaths were due to pre-
maturity, marasmus and congenital defects. These infants, there-
fore, were born with such a heavy handicap that their chances of
survival were slight and, therefore, no post-natal care could have,
in the majority of cases, averted the result. While it is satisfactory
to note that much has been accomplished in reducing infant mor-
tality, especially in the later months of the first year of life, and that
no doubt a proportion of these neo-natal deaths (i.e., deaths of
infants in the first few weeks of life) are inevitable, the causes
responsible require further investigation, and more attention must
be paid to conditions which are favourable to a high incidence of
mortality in the early weeks of life, e.g., state of health, nutrition
and general ante-natal supervision of the mother.

Illegitimate Infant Deaths.

The death-rate amongst illegitimate children during 1925
was 113-2 per 1,000 births, as compared with 148-1 in 1924, 130-4
in 1923, 179-7 in 1922 and 183-2in 1921. The corresponding death-
rate of legitimate infants in 1925 was 565, the ratio of the mortality-
rate of illegitimate infants to that of legitimate being 2-00 to 1.

The following table shows (a) the legitimate and illegitimate
births and deaths, (b) the ratio of illegitimate to legitimate births,
(c) the deaths per 1,000 legitimate and illegitimate infant births
respectively, and (d) the ratio of the illegitimate infant mortality
rate to that of legitimate infants during the past 6 years :—

. Ratio
BIRTHS, Ratio DEATHS, DEATHS of
of | (Infants under | per 1,000 Tlleg.
Illeg. 1 year.) Births. .M. R.
Year. L:n to
it. Legit.
Legit, | Illeg. Bu-gu Legit. | Illeg. | Legit. | Illeg. | LM.R,

1920... (4,509 | 160 | -035 | 358 | 28 | 79-4 | 175-0| 2-20
1921... (3,611 | 131 | -036 | 252 | 24 |69-8|183-2| 2-62
1922... (3,537 | 128 | -036 | 231 | 23 | 65-0 | 179-7| 2-76
1923... (3319 | 115|085 | 155 | 15 | 46-7 | 130-4| 2.79
1924... 13,031 | 108 | 036 | 180 | 16 | 59:4 | 148-1 2-49
Average

1920

1924 13,601 | 128 | -036 | 235 | 21 |653|165-1| 2.53
1925... 13,078 | 106 | 034 | 174 | 12 | 565 | 113-2| 2.00

The above table shows that the death-rate amongst illegitimate
children, though much lower in 1925, is still twice the rate for
legitimate infants,
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A weekly return of all births notified is sent to the London
County Council in accordance with the requirements of Sec. 5,
sub-sec. 2 of the Notification of Births Act.

Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme,

The Borough Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme was revised
early in 1919, on the coming into force of the Maternity and Child
Welfare Act, 1918. This Act gave greatly increased powers to
local authorities for the development of measures having for their
object the welfare of women and of children under five years of age.
These powers were at once welcomed by the Council, and a very
extensive scheme of health services was inaugurated, which has
continued year by year to develop in extent and scope to meet
the needs of the population of the Borough. The scheme includes
both municipal and voluntary effort and the activities of both are
fully co-ordinated.

Maternity and Child Welfare Centres.

For administrative purposes the Borough is divided into seven
areas. In each of these areas a Maternity and Child Welfare Centre
—municipal or voluntary—has been established. The Centres are
situated as follows :—

1. MuxicIPAL.
(@) Latchmere Baths (Burns Road entrance).
(6) All Saints’ Parish Hall (Prince of Wales Road).
(¢) Plough Road Institution,
(@) Chatham Hall (Chatham Road).
(¢) Dental Centre and Clinic (Plough Road).
2. VOLUNTARY.
(@) Battersea School for Mothers (55 Mundella Road).
() Women'’s League of Service (111 Bridge Road West),

(¢) Chislehurst Mission (St. James’ Parish Hall, Ponton
Road, Nine Elms),

In addition to the above ancillary services included in the
Scheme are: (1) St. Mary’s Hostel, Macaulay Road, Clapham
Common, and (2) St. Margaret’s Day Nursery and Hostel, in-
stitutions under voluntary control, but linked-up with the Borough
Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme and in receipt of an annual
grant from the Council,

Each Centre is under the superintendence of an official Health
Visitor, assisted by voluntary helpers and by students from recog-
nised training bodies, e.g., Battersea Polytechnic, College of
Nursing and International Red Cross. Af each Centre there
is a Clinic with a woman medical officer in attendance. The
Voluntary Centres are managed on similar lines to those of the
Municipal Centres ; in fact, at two of the Voluntary Centres the
Child Welfare work is under the superintendence of an official
Health Visitor of the Council.
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS RELATING TO MUNICIPAL INFANT CENTRES.

1921. | 1922, | 1923. | 1924. | 1925.

Sessions held ... o 354 355 351 407 462

Attendances ... . | 21,913 (20,911 | 21,397 | 21,474 | 22,422
First attendances . | 2,129 | 3,130 | 1,961 | 1,908 | 1,533
Average attendance per

session 62 59 61 53 49
Average attendance

weekly... 421 402 411 413 | 431

Doctor’s attendances ... 200 200 211 204 242
Babies seen by Doctor ... | 3,836 | 4,931 | 4,643 | 5,055 | 6,169
Average do. per atten-

dance ... 19 25 22 25 <5
Weights recorded . 120,841 (19,200 18,943 | 18,695 | 19,392
Advice only ... . | 1,072 | 1,711 | 2,389 | 2,779 | 3,030

The following table summarises the work carried out during
1924 and 1925 at the Voluntary Centres, linked up with the Council’s
Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme :—

Battersea Chislehurst Women's
School for | (St.James's) | League of

Mothers, Mission, Service, 111 Total.
55 Mundella |Ponton Road | Bridge Road
Road. West,

1925. | 1924. | 1925. | 1924. | 1925. | 1924. | 1925. | 1924,

Sessions held 95 99 50 49 73 73 | 218 | 221
Attendances e | 3,541 3,429 | 1,112 | 1,190 | 2,120 | 1,766 |6.773 |6,385
First attendances 241 | 258 66 81 110 | 127 | 417 | 466
Average attendance

per session sics 37 a5 22 24 29 24 | 29

Average weekly ... 68 66 22 24 41 34 | 130 | 123
Doctor's attendances| 94 a7 26 29 73 73 193 199
Babies seen by

Doctor ... ... |2,653 | 2,561 Jo3 | 439 | 1,633 | 1,516 | 4,589 (4,516
Average do. per at-
tendance ! 28 26 12 15 22 21 24 23

Weights recorded... |3,541 |3,425 [ 1,040 | 1,111 |1,025 | 1,685 | 6,506 | 6.221
Advice only : — 4 72 79| 195 81 | 267 164

Hospital Provision.

In addition to the provision for Maternity at the Borough
Maternity Hospital and the District Midwifery Service, facilities
for the needs of children requiring hospital treatment are provided
by the Council by arrangement with the Victoria Children's Hospital,
Tite Street, Chelsea, and the Fulham Babies Hospital (Chronic
Wasting Diseases). The Council contribute an annual sum to the












28

A survey of the work carried out during the five years 1921-
1925, as summarised in the above table, exhibits some interesting
points for observation and comment.

The Staff of Official Health Visitors has been increased from

7 in 1921 to 9 in 1925. The number of Child Welfare Centres

has, during the same period, been increased by one (Chatham Road).

The number of sessions held at the Centres has been increased

from 354 in 1921 to 462 in 1925, and the attendances, exclusive of

the Voluntary Centres, at these Centres has increased from 21,913
to 22 422,

The total home visits paid by the Health Visitors (Official and
Voluntary) during the 5 years increased from 20,720 to 25,041,
an increase of 4,321.

The number of home visits and re-visits paid by the Health
Visitors in connection with notifiable infectious diseases increased
during the quinquennium from 2,231 to 4,367. While this figure
1s, of course, affected by the fluctuations in individual years of
notifiable infectious diseases, this is not the only explanation ;
the increased Staff has rendered it possible to devote greater
attention to this important preventive measure and with better
results, as shown by the vital and morbid statistics of the Borough.

An analysis of the attendances of infants at the Welfare Centres
in Battersea shows that 55-5 per cent. are of infants at the earlier
weeks of life (under 2 months). This satisfactory feature points
to the attention now given by the Health Visitors to the importance
of home visiting from the earliest possible date after birth.

Milk Order.

During 1925, Milk, both fresh and dried, was supplied by
the Council free or at reduced rates to Necessitous Expectant and
Nursing Mothers and Children under § years of age. The following
table gives particulars relating to the number of persons supplied,
quantities distributed and cost after deducting payments made :—

Dried Milk. Fresh Milk. Cost (after

deducting

K Persons Ibs. Persons Pints Piﬁﬂz?h
Supplied. | Supplied. | Supplied. | Supplied. ;

£
1920 ... 1,473 15,588 233 31,894 | 3,330
1921 ... 2,391 49,020 301 27,254 5,011
1922 ... 2,469 61,511 260 23,879 5,279
1923 ... 2,231 50,110 219 25,633 3,288
1924 ... 1,840 51,837 178 17,654 2,533
19ES - ... 1,620 44,805 222 26,079 2,631
|

In addition to the above dinners to the number of 1,277 were
supplied to necessitous expectant and nursing mothers by arrange-
ment with the Women's League of Service, at a cost of £36 10s, 2d,
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As a result of the conference of Metropolitan Sanitary
Authorities convened by Bermondsey Borough Council and
attended by Battersea delegates, the Council on the report of
the Maternity and Child Welfare Committee decided on a gradual
substitution of Grade A (Tuberculin Tested) milk for dried and
liquid milk hitherto supplied to necessitous expectant and nursing
mothers and children under 5 years of age. Notice was accordingly
sent to all milk retailers in the Borough that on and after the
Ist April, 1926, orders for milk would only be given to milk retailers
who were prepared to supply this milk.

Ante-natal Work.

The organisation of the Ante-natal side of the Maternity and
Child Welfare Scheme only began in earnest with the appointment
in April, 1924, of a part-time Assistant Medical Officer (Miss Alice
Bloomfield, M.D., 1?+R.C S.) specially skilled in the diseases of
women. Since then the work has made rapid progress, and the
attendances at the Central Out-patient Ante-natal Clinic at the
Borough Maternity Hospital have increased to such an extent as
to make it impossible for the Medical Officer to give the necessary
time to individual cases. A re-arrangement of the work was there-
fore found to be imperative, and also the holding at this Centre of
an extra session, and application was accordingly made by the
Council to the Ministry of Health for sanction.* It is anticipated
that the extra session will relieve the existing pressure and afford
greater opportunity to the Medical Officer in charge for the more
efficient examination of patients.

There are subsidiary Clinics held at the Latchmere, Plough
Road and All Saints Parish Hall Centres. At these Clinics the
patients attend until the sixth and seventh months and, with the
exception of one attendance at the Central Clinic for the routine
blood test, all cases expecting admission to the Borough Maternity
Hospital for their confinement will be required to attend the Central
Clinic for their last three monthly visits,

With the exception of one fortnightly Ante-natal Clinic held
at the Women's League of Service Centre at 111 Bridge Road West,
all ante-natal cases are referred from the Voluntary Centres in-
cluded in the Council's Scheme to the Ante-natal Clinics at one or
other of the Municipal Clinics.

The increase in the number of patients admitted to the Matern-
ity Hospital during 1925 has, of course, given rise to an increased
attendance at the Ante-natal Centres, Every expectant mother
who applies for admission to the Borough Maternity Hospital or
for the services of the Midwife on the District Midwifery Service

is required to attend for examination by the Medical Officer at the
Ante-natal Clinic.

* This extra session was sanctioned by the Mmlztry carly in 1928, to takc
effect from Ist April, 1926,
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The table shews the value of Ante-natal treatment for syphilis,
particularly in the case of one of the eight mothers with positive
Wasserman who were treated during pregnancy. She had
viously had two still-born children and no live birth ; she now has
a healthy baby with negative Wasserman, although it was born
prematurely after the 8th month.

The table further shews the value of the scheme started at
the end of 1923 of taking a routine Wasserman test from every
mother attending the ordinary Ante-natal clinics. It also shows
that the percentage of positive Wasserman in expectant mothers
in Battersea is much lower than the figure commonly supposed to
represent the incident of syphilis in the urban population, namely
about 10 per cent. .

At the bottom of the table is inserted for comparison the fate
of the pregnancies of six mothers with positive Wassermans who,
for one reason or another, were nof treated during their pregnancies.
It shews that out of four deliveries there was only one definitely
healthy child and one possibly healthy whose blood has not yet
been tested.

Special Ante-natal Clinics are held at the Out-patient Depart-
ment of the Borough Maternity Hospital on Tuesday and Wednesday
afternoons.

This development of the Council’'s Maternity and Child Welfare
Scheme was begun in 1922, In 1924 the attendances increased to
such an extent that it was found necessary to hold an extra session

on Tuesdays.

The Session held on Tuesday, though not exclusively devoted
to the diagnosis and treatment of Venereal Disease, forms a very
important part of the scheme for the treatment of V.D. in pregnant
and post-parturient women. Dr. Bloomfield, who is in charge,
reports :—

This Clinic is held—

A.—For the purpose of taking specimens for routine
Wasserman blood test. These specimens until a few
months ago were also taken at one of the ordinary Ante-
natal Clinics, but the pressure of work in the latter Clinics
rendered it necessary to refer practically all patients for
their blood test to the Maternity Hospital Clinic.

In 1925, 653 routine tests were taken, of which 266
were taken at the “ Special ” Clinic, but the percentage
of these latter will be much higher in 1926.

In 653 cases, 37 gave positive results among whom
were 14 expectant mothers.
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Of these 14 positive results—
5 were discovered before the 7th month of pregnancy
9 were discovered after the 7th month.

Thirteen post-parturient cases had positive results.

B.—For the examination of pregnant and post-parturient
women suffering from vaginal discharge and sores and
irritation about the vulva.

All pregnant patients suffering from more than a ve
slight vagliefl::l discharge are referred to the “ Sﬁecia.lq
Clinic and are there examined with the proper facilities
and films are taken from urethra and cervix when neces-
sary.

Many patients are found to require no treatment. In
1925 19 films were taken from the cervix, gonococci being
discovered in only two cases.

These two patients received in addition to weekly
inspection and treatment by the doctor, daily douching,
etc., by a nurse and were discharged cured.

Besides these two cases, any case showing a purulent
or excessive vaginal discharge received treatment and
among these were several cases of cervical erosion of
probably infective origin.

The work of this Clinic and its results may be summarised as
follows :—

I. A routine Wasserman test is an extremely valuable and
essential part of ante-natal examination.

2. The importance of an examination in all cases complaining
of a possible purulent discharge during pregnancy. It is
possible that some of these discharges originated in a
Diplococcal infection, but the gonococcus is seldom
found in pregnancy unless the infection is recent and acute.
In films special attention should be paid to the number
and staining re-actions of pus cells—Ilarge quantities of well
staining pus cells being an absolute indication for treat-
ment. Treatment should be started as early as possible
in pregnancy, as local treatment, except in very severe and
acute cases, is not usually desirable after the 8th month.

For this reason, and in order that the routine Wasser-
man test may be carried out patients should be encouraged
to report very early in pregnancy, e.g., the 3rd month, when
this examination can be carried out.

They could then be required to attend again 2-3
months later, when the usual examination, i.e., presenta-
tion of fetus measurements, etc., could be carried out.
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MATERNAL DEATHS IN CHILD-BIRTH (PUERPERAL SEPSIS AND OTHER

CAUSEs).
Mean
1921.| 1922.]| 1923.| 1924, | 1925. | 1921
Deaths from Puerperal Sepsis 4 3 — 4 3 |28
Deaths from other causes
connected with child-birth 10 6 10 S5 3 | 6-8
Total Maternal Deaths con-
nected with Child-birth ... 14 9 10 9 6 | 9-6
Rate per 1,000 births—
Puerperal Sepsis e | 107 10-82 | — |[1-27 | 0:94 | 0-82
Other Maternal deaths . 267 | 1-64 |1 291 |1-59]|0-94 | 1-98
Rate per 1,000 all Maternal
deaths e 1 374 | 2-46 | 2-91 | 2:86 | 1:88 | 2-80
Rate per 1,00¢ population—
Puerperal Sepsis . | *024 | -018 | — | -023 | -017 | -016
Other Maternal deaths ... | -059 | 035 | -059 | -029 | 017 | 040
Rate per 1,000 population all
Matema] deaths ... . | *083 | 053 | -059 | -052 | 034 | -056

The figures are very encouraging, showing as they do a
In view of the attention

decline in maternal mortality since 1921.

which has been drawn in the memorandum by Sir George Newman,
issued by the Ministry of Health in 1919, and by the more recent
report by Dame Janet Campbell to the high rate of maternal mor-
tality still prevailing, and the necessity for more active steps by
local authorities, the Borough Council has, during the past 5 or 6

ears, made special efforts in their Maternity and Child Welfare
gcheme, details of which are set out in this section of the Report,
to provide an efficient midwifery service in conjunction with the
other measures which have been carried on in Battersea for many
years, Most of the measures suggested in Sir George Newman's
admirable memorandum have been in operation in the Borough
for the past 5 or 6 years, and include :—

(1) An adequate midwifery and nursing- service.

(2) Arrangements for securing the nutrition of the expectant
and nursing mother.

(3) Provision of Maternity Centres and ante-natal supervision.

That these measures have produced the results anticipated,
as shown in the above table, is a satisfactory feature of this year’s
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Annual Report. The development of ante-natal supervision during
the past two or three years has played an important part in the
success which has already been obtained through the Council’s
Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme. It should not be forgotten
in this connection that the reduction in maternal mortality is not
the only gain. There is also the diminished incidence in the suffering,
invalidity and incapacity which, in the case of the survivors, as
Sir George Newman pointed out, is exerting a serious effect upon
the well-being of the community.

Borough Maternity Hospital.
The Borough Maternity Hospital was opened early in 1921.

The Hospital is situated at 19 and 20 Bolingbroke Grove,
directly overlooking Wandsworth Common. In addition to being
a lying-in hospital, it is a recognised Training Institution for Pupil-
Midwives, and a District Midwifery Service is also run in connection
with the Hospital.

The Central Ante-natal and Special Treatment Clinics are also
held at the Out-patients Department of the Hospital.

Medical attendance when required is provided by a rota of
local medical practitioners. The services of the Consultant Ob-
stetrician to the Hospital, Dr. J. 5. Fairbairn, M.D., F.R.C.S,,
F.R.C.P., Senior Obstetric Physician to St. Thomas' Hospital (or
his deputy, Dr. A, C. Richardson, M.D., F.R.C.S.) are also available
in cases of grave emergency. ;

The Staff of the Hospital consists of a Matron, 1 Sister and 4
Staff Nurses. There is also accommodation for the training of 12
pupil-midwives.

During 1925, 560 cases were admitted to the Hospital (30 beds),
an increase of 150 cases compared with 1924.

The increase in the number of patients admitted during 1925
is a very satisfactory feature of the year's work, indicating (a) that
the popularity of the Institution is increasing, and (b) that the cost
of maintenance per bed has been reduced. An even more satis-
factory feature is that notwithstanding the greatly increased number
of patients admitted, not a single maternal death occurred. No
case of puerperal sepsis occurred during the year.

The number of infant deaths was 6 less than in 1924,

It was found necessary to call in the services of the Consultant
Obstetrician in 5 cases of grave emergency during the year, as
compared with 6 cases in 1924,

Particulars relating to the admissions during 1925 are set out
as follows :—

Total number of cases admitted 560
Average duration of stay 14 days
Number of cases delivered by—
(a) Midwives (nursing staff) 508
() Doctors (on rota) 39
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Number of feetal deaths (still-born or within 10
days of birth) and their causes 10
Cord tightly round neck e
Ante-partum hmmnrrhag‘e in mother .
Macerated foetus..

Prolapse of cord
Prematurity

Microcephalus

The Consultant Obstetrician to the Council was called in in
5 cases of grave emergency, particulars of which are set out below :—

el - Rl =

Ante-partum ha:murrhage T |
Albuminuria ik ]
Eclampsia A |
Collapse after labour |

[ am indebted to the courtesy of the Borough Treasurer for
the following statement of the cost of the Home during the financial
vear ended 31st March, 1926 :—

MATERNITY HospPITAL, 1925-1926.

Total beds, 30 ; total cases, 571 ; percentage of beds occupied
73 per cent.

Per

Item. Total. Patient

Week.
£ 8 8. d.
Medical ... 153 0 2 8
Salaries < Nursing ... 550 0 9 8
Domestic and uther 499 0 8 9
Provisions ... : 1,150 10 2
Drugs and other Medical Reqms:tes 206 0 3 7
Heating and nghtmg 448 0 710
Laundry 416 B.7 8
Repairs and Domestic ... 213 0 3 9
Renewals Structural ... 216 0 3 9
Taxes and Insurance... 158 0 2 9
Loan Charges 1,427 1 50
Miscellaneous 117 02 1
Gross cost ... .« |. 85,553 £4 17 3
Pupil Midwives 156 . 2D
Income Inmates’ Payments ... 2,403 2 2-1
Other ... Ol 10 D 0 2
Net cost ... - | £2,984 #4212 3
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It will be noted that there is a satisfactory reduction in the
cost per patient per week (£2 12s. 3d.) as compared with £4 11s. 5d.
in 1924, £4 17s. 4d. in 1923, and £4 7s. 0d. in 1922. This satisfactory
financial result has been due to the increased percentage of beds
occupied, and the reduction in the cost of structural and domestic
repairs and other miscellaneous charges. These reductions are
the more satisfactory as electric cooking was substituted for gas
during the year,

Distriet Midwifery Service.

The District Midwifery Service for the attendance of patients
in their own homes was inaugurated at the close of 1921. During
1925 there were 119 cases attended by the District Midwife, a
decrease of 33 as compared with 1924. This may partly be due to
the transfer of 17 cases for reasons of health or other unsuitable
conditions for admission to the Berough Maternity Hospital.

Particulars relating to this Service during 1925 are set out
below :—

Total number of cases attended 119
Number of cases delivered by—
(a) Midwife ... by 114
() Doctors ... 5

Number of cases where merhca! a.mastance was ca]led fur with
reasons for requiring assistance—

(@) Ante-Natal.
Ante-partum h@morrhage ... 1
(&) During labowr.
Delayed labour 5
(¢) After labour.
Post-partum hamcrrhage ... - 3
Retained placenta 2
Torn perineum 4
(d) For mfﬂﬂi
Dangerous feebleness ... 6
Number of maternal deaths ... ana, L (AN
Number of cases notified as uphthalmta nennatnrum,
with result of treatment ... 3
(Attended St. Thomas's Hﬂsplta] subsequently
discharged cured.)
Number of infants with discharge from the eyes, how-
ever slight id 8
Number of infants not fmt;rely breast-fed 2
(Insufficient breast milk.)
Number of feetal deaths... 6
Prematurity 1
Pyloric Stenosis ... 1
Stillborn ... 1
1

Anencephalus
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Dental Clinie.

The work carried out at the Dental Clinic during 1925 for the
treatment of expectant and nursing mothers and children under 5
years of age was satisfactory. Under the provisions of the Maternity
and Child Welfare Act, as part of the comprehensive scheme of the
Council for Maternity and Child Welfare, dental facilities were
provided in August, 1920. Arrangements were made for this
service with the British Dental Hospital, who furnished the neces-
sary equipment and the services of a Dental Surgeon (Mr. J. Rhys
Herbert, L.D.S., R.C.S.(Eng.), the Council providing accommoda-
tion at the Plough Road Centre. The Dental Clinic began with
cne session weekly, but the attendance of patients in a few months
had increased to such an extent that a second session and, later, a
third session, had to be provided weekly. The popularity of this
health service has steadily increased, and there can be no question
that it has produced excellent results. The Dental Clinic is avail-
able for expectant and nursing mothers and children attending the
Voluntary Association’s Clinics included in the Council's scheme,
on the recommendation of the Medical Officers in charge, as well
as for those attending the Council’s Municipal Clinics,

; IThe work of the Dental Clinic during 1925 is summarised as
ollows :—

Number of sessions held 149

Total number of patients (women 244, children 50) ... 294

Total attendances (women 1,601, children 64) ... oa i (.00

Work carried out :—

Extractions—

Ordinary 25

With local anzsthetic 352

» general anasthetic 987
— 1,364
Scaling and polishing 52
Fillings (simple) ... 65
Upper dentures 44
Lower dentures ... 39
Dressings and treatment to gums 52
Repairs to dentures 18
Prescriptions given ... 52
Advice... i 535

The estimated cost of dental treatment (Maternity and Child
Welfare) in 1925 was £459 2s. 5d. This sum includes £167 7s. 9d.
paid for dentures supplied, the cost of which was distributed as
under :—

Boa g

Contributed by patients we W10 D
Grants from Saturday and Sunday Hospital Funds ... 47 8 6
Grants from other philanthropic agencies ... 186 1 0
Grant by Guardians ... ... 114 6
Contribution by Council 4 7 0

£167 7 9

The nett cost to the Council during the year was £296 1s. 8d.
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Notifiable Infectious Diseases.

During 1925 under the Notification Clauses of the Public
Health (London) Act, 1891, and the Orders and Regulations made
thereunder, 2,770 cases of infectious diseases (excluding tuber-
culosis) were notified, including cerebro-spinal fever 1, acute polio-
myelitis 2, encephalitis lethargica 8.

The following is a list of the diseases compulsorily notifiable
in Battersea :—

Small-pox. Acute polio-myelitis.
Cholera. Acute polio-encephalitis.
Diphtheria. Glanders.

Membranous croup., Anthrax.

Erysipelas. Hydrophobia.,

Scarlet fever. Acute influenzal pneumonia.
Typhus fever® Acute primary pneumonia.
Typhoid or enteric fever. Trench fever.

Relapsing fever. Malaria.
Continued fever. Dlysentury.
Puerperal fever. Plague.

Ophthalmia neonatorum. Acute encephalitis lethargica.
Cerebro-spinal fever. Measles.
Whooping cough.

The distribution of the cases notified in the registration sub-
districts and the wards is shown in the table on p. 43

Excluding measles and whooping cough, there were 1,300
cases which occurred in 1,116 houses. Of these cases 1,002, or
77-1 per cent., were removed to the Isolation Hospitals of the
Metropolitan Asylums Board and 298, or 22-9 per cent., remained
under treatment at home.

Full particulars of all notifiable infectious diseases will be
found in the form required by the Ministry of Health (Table I1.)
in the Appendix.

Infectious Disease Contacts.

Many cases of “ contacts,” which were reported to the Medical
Officer of Health were kept under observation in connection with
various diseases as follows :—

Small-pox.

Plague.
Diphtheria.

Enteric fever.
Malaria.
Scarlet fever.

Small-pox.

No case of small-pox was notified in Battersea during 1925,
andonly 1 case (fatal hazmorrhagic small-pox, notified in Septem-
ber, 1923) occurred in the Borough during the past 5 years,

During the year 13 cases were recorded in London, 11 in Bethnal
Green and 2 in beth. 1In addition, 4 cases were notified to the

Port of London Authority.

In England and Wales 5,341 cases of small-pox were notified

during 1925,
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Scarlet Fever.

Scarlet fever was more prevalent during 1925 than in the
vious year, and 497 cases were notified, as compared with 378
in 1924, 409 in 1923, 750 in 1922, and 1,374 in 1921. It is there-
fore to be anticipated in accordance with epidemiological
experience that we may be on the upward curve of a wave of
cyclical epidemicity which characterises this and other common
infections. The case-rate per 1,000 of the population was 2-9, and
8 deaths were registered from the disease, giving a death-rate of
*046 per 1000, as compared with 3 deaths and death-rate of -018
in 1924, 6 deaths and a death-rate of -035 in 1923, and 13 deaths
and a death-rate of -077 in 1922,

Of the cases notified 489; or 98-4 per cent., were removed to
hospital. Thé infected houses numbered 425.

In 54 of the notified cases (not included in the above total) the
diagnosis of scarlet fever was not confirmed at hospital.

Scarlet fever of late years has become a mild disease. Indeed,
the very mildness of the clinical manifestations which, in the
majority of cases the disease has shown, has rendered it difficult,
in many instances, to diagnose, and in a number of cases children
are found in the desquamative or ““ peeling ** stage before the nature
of the disease is recognised. It is therefore a difficult matter to
control the incidence of the disease, and the effect of removal to the
Isolation Hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylums Board as a pre-
caution against the spread of infection appears to be of doubtful
value from this standpoint. Except where the environmental
circumstances are unsatisfactory, rendering hospital treatment
necessary or desirable, it becomes a question whether the accom-
modation of the Board's Hospitals should not be utilised to a
greater extent for other diseases, e.¢., measles and whooping cough,
which are much more dangerous to young children. .

Diphtheria,
The number of cases of diphtheria notified in Battersea during
1925 was 396, as compared with 372 in 1924, 374 in 1923, 670 in
1922, and 713 in 1921.

The number of deaths registered from the disease was 10,
giving a death-rate of 0-058, as compared with 25 deaths and a
death-rate of 0-15 in 1924, 34 deaths and a death-rate of 0-20 in
1923, and 58 deaths and a death-rate of 0-34 in 1922,

Of the 396 cases notified, 392 or 99-0 per cent. were removed
to hospital. The infected houses numbered 337.

In 61 cases (not included in above total), the diagnosis of
diphtheria was not confirmed at hospital.
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The following table shows the incidence and mortality of
diphtheria during 1925 in the Borough, the sub-districts and the

Cases Deaths Percentage
Ward Cases. Deaths. per 1,000 per 1,000 Case
Popltn., Popltn. Mortality.
1 69 4 2-46 -14 5-80
2 36 _— 1-93 — - -
3 68 | 3-46 05 1-47
4 38 1 2-40 06 2-63
B 64 2 3+-37 11 3:12
6 79 1 373 -05 1.27
7 11 — 1-25 — —
8 18 1 0-92 05 5-55
9 13 — 0-60 - -

E. 153 6 2+ 19 08 3:92
N.W. 199 3 404 06 1-51
S.W. 44 1 -85 02 2-27
Boro' 396 10 2-30 06 2:53

I

INCIDENCE AND MoRrTALITY, 1895-1925.

Mean Quinquennial Rates.

Mean Mean
No. of Mean No. of Meamn Case
cases case deaths death- mortality
per rate per rate. per cent.
annum, - annum,

1895-1899 | 569-6 3-43 93-4 564 1702
1900-1904 | 265-2 1-57 22.6 134 8-34
1905-1909 | 2674 1-58 22.2 131 818
1910-1914 | 224-4 1-34 17 -4 104 7-74
1915-1919 |  261-0 1:66 22 .4 1143 856
1920-1924 | 531-8 3-15 434 257 806
Year 1925 | 396 2.30 10 058 2.53

The case-rate per 1,000 population was 2+30, as compared with
2-18 in 1924, 2-19 in 1923, 3-96 in 1922, and 4:21 in 1921. The
case-mortality was 2-53, as compared with 6-7 in 1924, and 9-1
in 1923. The average case-mortality for the 5 years 1921-1925
was 7+18 per cent,
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The incidence of the disease was highest in the Latchmere,
Church and Winstanley Wards, where the standard of living and
the housing accommodation are generally much below the average
for tﬁh:d Borough, these wards contributing 53+3 of the total cases
notified.

The facilities provided by the Council for the bacteriological
examination of swabs from suspected cases of diphtheria are freely
availed of by medical practitioners practising in the Borough.
Anti-toxin is also supplied free of charge, and may be obtained on
personal or written application by doctors at any hour of the day
or night at the Town Hall.

In the chart facing this page are shown the incidence and mor-
tality from diphtheria annually from 1893 to 1925. It will be
noted that in 1921 the incidence curve has attained as high a
maximum almost as in 1893, and that the mortality curve had also
reached a higher maximum than in any vear since 1898,

While it is satisfactory to note that the mortality from diph-
theria in Battersea was low during 1925, there is no doubt that this
disease is still a very formidable menace to child life, and that its toll
of lives is greater than it should be, in spite of the fact that there is
at our disposal a most potent preventive measure. The Schick
test, which has so far only been tried on a very small scale in this
country, has already proved its value, and it is to be regretted that
more extensive use is not being made of this powerful immunising
agent. Moreover, such use as has already been made has been
mainly in children of school age. It is in the case of children of
pre-school age that the best results from immunisation are to be
obtained. Even on the very small scale that it has been already
carried out in various elementary and secondary schools in this
country, Schick testing has amply proved its value. In these
schools it is stated some 5,000 children were immunised after a
positive result had been obtained, and with the exception of one
or two specially susceptible cases none of these children even when
exposed to risk of infection had subsequently contracted the discase.

It is obvious therefore that an extended use should be made
of this preventive agent. Infant Welfare Clinics are the most
appropriate places to carry out the necessary treatment, dealing,
as they do, with children of pre-school age One Metropolitan
borough has already adopted the Schick test, and the immunisation
of positively re-acting cases at one of its Infant Welfare Clinics.

During the year 82 children under 12 years of age at the Royal
Masonic Institute for Girls were Schick tested, with the following

results :—

60 gave a positive result,
22 were negative to the test,
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Encephalitis Lethargica.

There were 12 cases of encephalitis lethargica (sleepy sickness)
notified in Battersea during 1925, as compared with 14 cases in
1924 and 3 cases in 1923. In 4 of these cases the diagnosis was not
confirmed. Two deaths were recorded from this disease as com-
pared with 5 in 1924,

The following table summarises particulars of the cases notified
in Battersea during 1925 :—

Age Date Date
Identification. and notified. of Progress.
Sex. Death.
F.P. 16, M. | 21 Jan. ma Recovered
H.M. 38, M. 7 Feb. — In mental hospital
W.B. 9, M. L —_ Recovered
R.T. 20, F. | 24 Mar. — nglruaaing favour-
ab
M.AL 48, F. | 10 June 8 June Piat
JV.G 36, M. | 21 July —_ Recurring case
nearly well)
M.G. 19, F. 14 Sept. — Still under treatment
W.F.S 20, F. 14 Dec. 10 Dec. —

There was also a fatal case (unnotified) in Battersea, the
patient having been removed to hospital notified suffering from
Scarlet Fever, and dying the following day, death being certified
as due to Encephalitis Lethargica.

In 1925 the numbers of notified cases of this disease in England
and Wales was 2,676, and in London 302,

Puerperal Fever,

_There were 6 cases of puerperal fever notified in Battersea
during 1925, as compared with 15 cases in 1924, 7 cases in 1923
and 13 cases in 1922, There were 3 deaths from the disease. The
number of cases per 1,000 births was 1-88, as compared with 4-78
in 1924. The notified cases were distributed as follows :—East
Battersea, 2 ; North West Battersea, 2: South West Battersea, 2.

The case-mortality was 42-9 per cent., and the death-rate per
:;02!0 births was 0-94, and per 1,000 of the population -017 respec-
vely.

One fatal case was not notified, the death being ascribed io
puerperal fever following miscarriage.

The following table summarises the particulars of incidence
of puerperal fever in Battersea from 1892-1925 :—
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The following table gives particulars of the cases notified in
Battersea during the year :(—

Name, Age and Sex. Date Notified. Result.

S.P. 1§4—F. 9 Jan. At Carshalton. FProgress
reported good.

B.T. 29—M. 9 Sept. At Convalescent Home,

Osborne, 1.OW, Much

improved.

1923, 41 in 1922, 61 in 1921, and 105 in 1920.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum,
There were 32 cases of ophthalmia neonatorum notified in
Battersea during 1925, as compared with 41 cases in 1924, 42 in

The rate per 1,000

births was 10-0, as compared with 13-1, 12-2, 11-2, 16-3 and

22-5 in 1924, 1923, 1922, 1921 and 1920 respectively.

The incidence of the disease and the rate per 1,000 births in the
Borough, sub-districts and the wards is shown in the following

table :—
Registration Sub-District. Cases. No. of Rate
e - s e
East Battersea ... 16 1,471 10-9
North-West Battersea 14 1,013 13-8
South-West Battersea 2 700 2-9
Wards.

No. 1. Nine Elms 10 635 15-7
i B Pk 3 406 7-4
»» 3. Latchmere 7 371 18:9
» 4. Shaftesbury 2 265 7-5
i & Choveh v 3 386 7-8
» 6. Winstanley S 449 11-1
T M Juhn - 152 —
»» 8. DBolingbroke 1 279 3-6
» 9. Broomwood 1 241 4-1
Borough (1925) 32 3,184 10-0
Borough (1924) 41 3,139 13-1
Borough (1923) 42 3,434 12-2
Borough (1922) 41 3,665 11-2
Borough (1921) 61 3,742 16-3
Borough (1920) 105 4,669 22+

Mean 1920-1924 58 3,730 15-5
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Number of cases notified—

By medical practitioners ... 32
By midwives or nurses ... vis' | NIL
Number removed to hospital ... 2

All notified cases of ophthalmia neontorum or of inflammation
of the eyes of the newly-born are at once visited by the Health
Visitors, and steps are at once taken to secure medical treatment
at home or at hospital. Nursing attendance is provided free of
charge when cases are retained at home for treatment.

During 1925 the total number of visits paid by Nurses supplied
by the Council in cases of ophthalmia neonatorum or other in-
flammatory conditions of the eyes of infants was 3,056. In addition,
‘2;5? visits of enquiry and supervision were made by the Health

isitors.

No case of permanent damage to the eyes of new-born infants
was recorded in 1925.

Erysipelas,

There were 67 cases of erysipelas notified, and 1 death was
registered from the disease during 1925, as compared with 75 cases
and 6 deaths in 1924, 84 cases and 3 deaths in 1923, and 66 cases
and 2 deaths in 1922. The case-mortality was 1-5 per cent., and
the death-rate per 1,000 of the population was -006, as against a
case-mortality of 8 per cent. and a death-rate of 035 per 1,000 of
the population in 1924,

Measles.

There was a considerable increase in the incidence of measles
during the last quarter of 1925. This disease and whooping-cough
are compulsorily notifiable in Battersea under regulations made by
the Ministry of Health. The regulations—Battersea (Measles and
Whooping-Cough) Regulations, 1922—are dated 8th April, 1922,
and came into force on 24th April, 1922.

During the year there were 794 cases of measles notified or
otherwise reported to the Medical Officer of Health. The incidence
of the disease, as measured by these notified and reported cases,
was equivalent to a rate of 29 cases in every 1,000 of the population
under 10 years of age.

In the previous year 2,423 cases were notified or otherwise
reported.

Of the 794 cases notified or reported during the year 1925 there
were 693 cases notified under the Regulations, as compared with
1,893 cases in 1924, showing that the obligation of notification
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occurring in a house) is being observed.
cases in addition to those notified under the Regula-

tions reported from the Public Elementary Schools and other

sources,

MEASLES INCIDENCE AND MorTALITY, 1921-5.

Mean.
1921, 1922, 1923, 1924, 1925, 1921-5.
Cases notified — 1,496* | 1,319 1,893 693 | 1,350 (4 yrs)
» Reported 149 1,564 369 530 101 543 (5 yrs)
Total 149 | 3,060 1,688 2,423 794 | 1,623 (5 yrs)
Case-rate per
1,000 popln.

0-10 yrs, 4-87 | 103-30 | 58-64 | 86-46 | 29.02 56-52
Deaths 2 66 24 51 4 20-4
D.R. per 1,000

poplin.(all ages)| -012 -390 <141 - 208 -023 173
D.R. 1,000

popin. (0-10) *065 | 2-228 834 1-820 | -146 1-019
Mortality per

100 cases

(Total) 1-345 | 2157 | 1-422 | 2-105 516 1-809

® Measles was made notifiable in Battersea under the Battersea (Measles
and Whooping Cough) Regulations, 1922, which came into force on
April 24th of that year.

The disease became very prevalent during the last quarter,
and had assumed the proportions of a characteristic epidemic
during the last few weeks of the year.  The mortality was however
compared with previous epidemics, remarkably low. This may be
accounted for by a less virulent t of infection, but so far as this
Borough is concerned, it is probably, in part at least, due to the
special precautionary measures carried out in conjunction with
notification. These are similar to those in operation in respect of
other forms of notifiable disease, and include, in addition to a
modified form of notification, systematic home visiting of notified
cases, removal to the Metropolitan Asylums Board's Hospitals,
where the home conditions are unsatisfactory, securing the provision
of medical treatment and nursing attendance of cases under treat-
ment in their homes, and in necessitous cases such'other a iate
assistance as may be needed. The London County Council School
Medical Service works in co-operation with the Public Health
Department of the Borough Council in measles outbreaks with
satisfactory results, so far as the recent scheme of co-operation
arranged between the County and Borough Medical Officers of
Health has been in operation in Battersea.
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As the outbreak of measles which began late in 1925 was,
during the early part of 1926, exhibiting signs of a severe epidemic,
it will be of interest in the next annual report to record the effects
of notification and the precautionary measures taken in conjunction
therewith on the mortality-rate from this formidable disease
of child life.

The average annual death-rates from measles for each of the
quinquennia from 1874 to 1923 are shown in the following table :—

Quinquennium, Average Death-rate. 10 years Average,
1879-1883 -69
1884-1888 .75 o
18891893 <64
18941898 77 o
1899-1903 -61
1904-1908 41 .45
1909-1913 49
1914-1918 46 ah
1919-1923 18
1921 01
1922 -39
1923 14 17 (8 v
1924 -30 1921%?
1925 02 J

The deaths caused by measles during 1925 numbered 4, giving
a total mortality-rate at all ages of -02, as compared with 51 deaths
and a death-rate of -30 in 1924, 24 deaths and a death-rate of -14
in 1923 and 66 deaths and a death-rate of -39 in 1922,

Whooping-Cough.

During 1925, 777 cases of whooping-cough were notified under
the Battersea (Measles and Whooping-Cough) Regulations, 1922, to
the Medical Officer of Health, and 545 additional cases were reported
from the public elementary schools and other sources.

There were 20 deaths registered from the disease, the death-rate
being 0- 116, as compared with 17 deaths and a death-rate of 0-099
in 1924, 16 deaths and a death-rate of 0-095 in 1923, 22 deaths and
a mortality-rate of 0-13 in 1922, and 30 deaths and a death-rate
of 0-18 in 1921.

The total number of cases notified or otherwise reported during
1925 was 1,320, as compared with 816 in 1924, and 1,024 in 1923,
an increase of 61+8 per cent, over 1924,
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IncipENCE AND MorTALITY, 1921-5.

Mean.
1921. 1922.* | 1923. 1924. 1925. (1921-5).
Cases Notified - 285* 580 511 777 | 538 (4 yrs.)
+» Reported 576 143 444 305 543 | 403 (5 yrs.)
Total ... 576 428 1,024 816 1,320 | 833 (5 yrs.)
Case-rate per
1,000 popula-
tion (0-10 yrs) | 18.83 14.45 | 35.57 | 29.12 | 48.24 29.24
Deaths 30 22 16 17 20 21
D.R. per 1,000
population
(all ages) ... 177 .130 094 .099 116 123
D.R. per 1,000
population
(0-10 yrs.) ... .981 741 .356 .607 .731 .723
Case-mortality
per 100 cases
(Total) ... | 5.21 5.14 1.56 2.08 1.52 2.52

* Whooping Cough was made notifiable in Battersea under the Battersea
(Measles and Wooping Cough) Regulations, 1922, which came into
force on April 24th of that year.

TUBERCULOSIS.

During 1925 there were 335 cases of Tuberculosis (all forms)
notified in Battersea, as compared with 351 in 1924, 364 in 1923,
411 in 1922, and 466 in 1921,

In the following table is shown the distiibution of the notified
cases arranged in the Wards and Sub-Districts of the Borough :(—

Wards. . Sub-districts.

Classification.

Pulmonary |43 |29 |21 |30 | 28 | 29 9|25 (24113 66 | 59
Non-
Pulmonary| 15 | 14 | 15 7116 8 1|10 11 42| 32| 23

Totals ... |58 | 43 (36 |37 |44 |37 | 10 | 35 | 35 ]| 155 98 | 82

The Borough: Pulmonary 238 Non-Pulmonary 97  Total 335
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The following table shows the age and sex distribution of the
cases of Tuberculosis notified in each Ward and in the Registration
Sub-Districts during 1925 :—

. Ages: Total, | &,
B _ all ages. 'ﬁg Eg
fs

®  |Under| 1-5 |5-15 |15-25/25-45/45-65/65 up| M. | F. | OF E‘E

' 1yr. =

r B -1 v | 19las | 1a|l 0| 2| 32| 2¢| 88| a0f
0TI e 9| 11 gl12 | - | 26| 17| 43| 230

o8 o 7| 6 | 12| 6 | 1 | 23] 13| 36183

" S SRS A 6(13 | 13| 3| - | 17| 20| 37| 234

& =43 gl11 | 20| 2 | 1 | 28| 21| 44| 232

& Higa % s(10 | 4| 8| - | 25| 12| 97175

-4l ey 5k 1| 2 &b = 7| 8| 10| 114

gl == 3 3|14 | 12| 6 | - | 11| 24| 85| 180

| e 5|10 | 15| 4 | - | 18| 16| 35| 162
Boxo'|| 2 |14 | 55|95 |1ma |81 | 4 | 183|152 | 335 | 185
E. 1 | 8 | 31|46 | 41|26 | 3 | 86| e9 | 155 | 217
Nwl 1| 5| 15|22 | 39|14 | 1 | eo| 38| 98| 199
Ew. =g o(27. | s¢|11 | - | 87| 45| 82| 150

Rate per 10{0,000 |popul ation /in eaclh age |group
Boro'| 66 | 154 | 170 | 310 | 217 | 150 | 39 | 230 | 164 | 195 | -

The death-rate fiom Tuberculosis was slightly higher than in
the previous year. The lowest death-rate from the disease hitherto
recorded in Battersea was during 1923. The death-rate for 1925
was 1156 per 100,000 population, equal to the mean rate for the
5 years 1921-25. On the other hand the number of primary
notifications of Tuberculosis received was again lower than in any
previous year.

The death-rates per 100,000 of the population during the
twenty-five vears ended 1925 in quinquennial averages, and in
1921, 1922, 1923, 1924, and 1925 are given in the following table :—

Years. Pulmonary. Pxﬂi?::my Total.
1901-1905 ... 1348 49-2 184-0
1906-1910 ... ... | 116:4 41-8 1582
1911-1915 ... 124-2 33-8 158-0
1916-1920 ... 134-8 30-0 164-8
19211925 ... 926 23-0 1156
Average (25 years) 120-5 35-6 156-1
1921... 1005 27-2 127-7
1922... 101-0 20-1 121-1
1923... 81:5 21-1 102-6
|1 R 89-5 21-6 111-1
1925... 90-6 25-0 115:6

|
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In the subjoined table are given deaths from Tuberculosis at
various ages in each Ward and the registration sub-districts during

1925 .—

| JTEtnI. Totals,

4 |8 agsi— - Al Ages e
5 |3s | Pul- ’ﬂgg
= 0-1/1-5(5-15/15-25/25-45/45-65/65- | M.| F.| 70" | men- JOH

ary.

1{1e|{21-]| 2]10 {10 7 2 J19|14] 28| 5 |33
sl 1112|132 5 | 11 8 1 j17111] B| 5 |28
3(158|-12| 8|12 | 10 1 2 J15|15]) 20|10 |30
‘41120 |- 1| 1| & ‘) 5 - 9|10] 16| 3 |19
sl100|=-|~-| 2| 8 6 6 - g8|11] 15| 4 |19
6l128|1 1] 2| & |12 5 1 J18| o) 22| 5 27
-8l T IR (BT A 2 2 - 4| 38 5| 2 7
glial-11]| 1| 8 |12 9 - 15|11} 18] 7 |26
B 48 )= =1 -8 1 4 2 o 5| 5 8| 2 10
E.|133|3|2| 6|27 |31 |21 5 |54 |41] 76 |19 |95
N.l122 (13| 5|14 |25 | 11 1 |32|28] 47|13 |60
5| 88l-12F 412 118 |13 - |24 |20] 33|11 | 44
— 118 |4} 7|15 4B | 74 | 48 6 1o | 89 | 156 | 43 |199
Rate

100,

popultn. [132/77 | 46 | 157 | 141 | 133 | S50 36 |97 | 91 | 25 |16

The localisation of the disease in the 335 cases notified in 1925
is summarised below :—

LocavrizaTioNn ofF DISEASE.

Pulmonary (238) Genifo-Urinary (3) General (2)
Lungs ... . 234 | Fallopian Tubes... 1| Generalized G R
Lungs and La.rynx 2 | Kidney ... 5 Ay
Lungs and Abdomen 1 | Testicle ... .« 1 | Bones and [oints (22)
Lungs and Glands 1 ]_Pme il 8
Brain (5) p and H!Ip ]umt 3
Glands (50). Meninges N e 2
Cervical ... P - Fmt 3
Abdominal L e | 3 Ankle ... she ~ R
Unspecified and Skin (2) Ribow it e
Various . 24| Nose ... <« 1| Trochanter T
Abdominal (12) Unspecified ... 1| wrist .. .. 1
Abdomen L 1R — -
Peritoneum ws B | Eye e Total s 335

A copy of the official return to the Ministry of Health of the
notifications on Forms A B and C, received during 1925, is set
out on pages 65 and 66.

During 1925 there were 199 deaths from Tuberculosis registered
as belonging to the Borough of Battersea. Of this number, 156
(i.e. 78-4 per cent.) were due to pulmonary tuberculosis, 16 (80 per
cent.) to tubercular meningitis and 2}‘ (13-6 per n::ent} to other
forms of the disease.
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In 1924, the number of deaths from tubercular diseases (all
forms) was 190.

Of the 199 deaths registered from Tuberculosis during the year,
27 were not notified until within one month before death; in 18

cases the notifications were received after death, and in 19 cases no
notification was received.

Of the 19 cases of which no primary notification was received
14 were patients who died in hospitals, infirmaries or nursing homes,
2 in mental hospitals, and two elsewhere, while one death was
recorded by the coroner as due to tuberculosis after enquiry.

Of the 18 cases notified after death 2 (1 pulmonary, 1 non-
pulmonary) were notified by private doctors, 9 (4 pulmonary, 5
non-pulmonary) by Poor Law Institutions, 6 (3 pulmonary, 3 non-

pulmonary) by hospitals or asylums, and one was notified after
Inquest.

In all cases where notification was not received in accordance
with the requirements of Public Health (Tuberculosis) Regulations,
1912, the explanations received were considered satisfactory,
and in no case was it found necessary to take legal proceedings.

A circular letter, dated 22nd December, 1924, was issued by
the Ministry of Health, drawing the attention of Local Authorities,
inter alia, to the importance of securing strict compliance with the
requirement of the Public Health (Tuberculosis) Regulations as to
notification. On the instructions of the Health Committee the
Medical Officer of Health addressed a circular letter to all medical
practitioners practising in the Borough reminding them of the
obligation of notification imposed on them by the Regulations and
of the facilities for diagnosis, etc., provided under the Council's
Tuberculosis scheme through the Tuberculosis Dispensary.

The number of notifications received after the death of the
patient in 1925 was 18 as compared with 30 in 1924, It would
appear, therefore, from these figures that the action of the Council

has been followed by a more careful observation of the requirements
of notification.

The Public Health (Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1924, require
the Medical Officer of Health to furnish quarterly to the County
Medical Officer of Health returns of cases (@) on the register at the
beginning of the quarter, (b) notified during the qnarter, (c) removed
during the quarter, (d) remaining on the register at the end of the

quarter ; the figures being separated for males and females and for
pulmonary and non-pulmonary cases,

The Public Health (Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1925, wers
issued in July, and prohibited any person suffering from Tuber-
culosis of the respiratory tract from entering upon any employ-
ment or occupation in connection with a dairy, involving the

milking of cows, the treatment of milk or the handling of milk
vessels,
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Powers were given to the Local Authority under proper safe-
guards to require persons engaged in handling milk who were
suffering from tuberculosis to discontinue their employment.*

One such case occurred during 1925, but the patient, a milk
roundsman, after examination at the Dispensary and Hospital, was
certified to be cured and was allowed to continue his occupation,

The notification register is regularly revised, and in all cases
of deaths, removals from the Borough, etc., the names of the
patients are forthwith removed from the register. A number of
cases are also removed after medical examination by the Tuber-
culosis Officer, the disease being found to be arrested or cured.

The result of the revision of the register during 1925 is shown
in the following table :—

Pulmonary, Non-Pulmonary.

Grand
M. F. Total | M. I. Total | Total.

On register 1st Jan-

uary, 1925 . | 622 | 554 (1,176 | 333 | 300 | 633 | 1,809
Additions— 7
New cases 140 | 116 | 256 67 56 123 379
Removals into
Borough .. 2 2 + 3 2 5 :
Restored to register 4 5 9 1 1 2 11

768 | 677 | 1,445 | 404 | 359 | 763 | 2,208

Deletions.

Deaths ... 86 70 156 24 19 43 199
Remowvals from

Borough ... 48 51 a9 12 28 40 139
Cured or disease

arrested ... 82 85 167 36 30 G 233
Diagnosis not con-

firmed ... 1 -— 1 - 1 1 2
Other causes 11 25 36 —_— — —_ a6

228 | 231 459 72 78 | 150 609

_Dn register 1st Jan-
vary, 1926 ... | 540 | 446 | 986 | 332 | 281 | 613 | 1,598

Divided between :(—

Dispensary . | 343 | 254 | 587 138 | 104 | 242 839
Female Inspectors 17 192 | 209 108 177 | 285 494

540 | 446 | 986 | 332 | 281 | 613 | 1,599

* The Council empowered the Medical Officer of Health to serve such
notices where necessary.
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Battersea Tuberculosis Dispensary.

The Battersea Tuberculosis Dispensary, taken over in 1921
from the Voluntary Organisation, is situated at 179 Bridge Road.
The premises there are, however, regarded as unsuitable, and a new
Dispensary building, for which the plans and specifications have
been prﬂaared, and after some modifications have been approved
by the Ministry of Health, is to be erected. It is hoped that the
new building will be completed in the Autumn of 1926.
It is very badly needed as the existing Dispensary, an adapted
private house, is inadequate and otherwise unsuitable for
the purpose. The new Dispensary has been planned to
.~ meet all the requirements of a modern tuberculosis dispensary,
and when ready for the admission of patients will prove a most
useful addition to the provision already made by the Council for
health services in the Borough.

The Dispensary is affiliated to St. Thomas's Hospital, which
provides facilities for difficulties in diagnosis, e.g., X-ray examina-
tion, cases necessitating artificial pneumothorax refills, &c. Co-
operation with other hospitals is maintained, and patients attending
for examination at the Dispensary and found to be suffering from
conditions requiring treatment other than tuberculosis, are referred
to appropriate institutions.

The staff of the Dispensary consists of a Tuberculosis Medical
Officer, 3 Nurses, Secretary, Typist, Dispenser and Caretakers
(man and wife).

Dental facilities for Tuberculosis patients attending the Dis-
pensary were provided by the Council in 1922, A weekly session
is held at the Dental Clinic, Plough Road, and patients requiring
treatment or the provision of dentures are referred to the Clinic by
the Tuberculosis Medical Officer.

The London County Council is responsible for the Institutional
treatment of tuberculosis in the County of London (hospital,
sanatorium, &c.), and arrangements are made for the Institutional
treatment of Battersea patients through the Dispensary. Ad-
vanced cases are removed to St. James' Hospital under the Guar-
dians of the Wandsworth Union or other appropriate institutions.

Co-operation with medical practitioners has been maintained,
and increasing use is being made by Medical men practising in the
Borough of the facilities provided at the Tuberculosis Dispensary
for diagnosis in difficult and doubtful cases. As far as possible the
Dispensary follows its main réle, viz., that of a centre for diagnosis.
Cordial co-operation between the Tuberculosis Dispensary Medical
Staff and local medical practitioners is regarded as a matter of
prime importance in any efficient dispensary scheme for the preven-
tion of Tuberculosis, and the relations shown in the following
figures to exist between the Dispensary Staff and local doctors is
most satisfactory. During 1925 the consultations with Medical
practitioners numbered 898, and during the 4 years 1921-1924, the
numbers were 1921, 460, 1922, 625, 1923, 574, and 1924, 736.
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During 1925, 99 Dispensary patients were referred to hospitals
for various causes. Of these 75 were sent to St. Thomas's Hospital
for X-ray examination. :

The Dispensary treatment of school children is carried on in
close co-operation with the School Medical Service. In this con-
nection the Borough is fortunate in having the Springwell House
Open-air School in its district, under the direction of the London
County Council. The Tuberculosis Medical Officer and one of
the Dispensary Nurses, by arrangement with the London County
Council, are in medical charge of the School, which is located
at Clapham Common North Side. The School is not exclusively
attended by Battersea children, the majority of the children are,
however, resident in the Borough. The results of the year’s
work will be found on p. 61.

Work of the Tuberculosis Dispensary.

The work of the Dispensary was carried out with the usual
routine during 1925.

Dr. Macdonald, Tuberculosis Medical Officer, reports :—

During the year 629 new patients attended the Dispensary.,

Of these 128 were found to be suffering from Tuberculosis and 158
were " suspect ' cases, and were kept under observation at the
i for a period. The remaining 276 were considered non-

tuberculous.

For the 5 years 1921-25, the number of new patients who
attended the Dispensary, showing the number found to be tuber-
culous, were :—

Year .. 1921. 1922, 1923. 1924. 1925,
New patients ... 746 624 662 594 629
Tuberculous ... 197 188 202 189 195

During the year 1925, 233 contacts were examined—adults 80,
children 153,

In 1925, 37 patients in whom the diagnosis was at first doubtful
were definitely found to be suffering from Tuberculosis, and these
were added to the 195 new cases, making a total of 232 notified
cases. Of this number 103 had already been notified to the Medical
Officer of Health, so that 129 were primary notifications from the
Dispensary.

The total number of attendances at the Dispensary during the
year was 5,177, insured 1,753, non-insured 3,824. For the years
1921-25 the attendances were :—

1921. 1922, 1923. 1924, 1925
6,010 4910 5436 4,389 5177

During the year 223 domiciliary visits were paid by the Tuber-

culous Officer. The home visits by the Dispensary Nurses during

the year numbered 5,670.
.Year ... 1921. 1922.  1923. 1924, 1925.
Doctor ... 269 264 188 278 223

Nurses ... - 0000 7048 6942 6,534 5,670
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During the year 128 patients were sent away to institutions
under the London County Council's Tuberculosis Scheme—insured
87, non-insured 41. In addition, 42 Dispensary patients were
admitted to St. James' Hospital.

1. Average stay of patients in Sanatorium during

the year 1925 ... B 101 days
2. Average waiting-period betwem remmmenda
tion and admission ... A 24 days

1. Number of patients recorded as ceasing to attend
during 1925 74

2. Number of patients removed to other districts

1 and transferred to the Medical Officer of Health
of district concerned ... 45

The number of sputum examinations made at the Dispen
during 1925 was 1,422. In 294 (i.e., 20-7 per cent.) the result was
positive. Of the total number of specimens examined 566 were
sent by Hedicnl practitioners practising in the Borough and 248
by St. James’ Hospital. The number of specimens examined during
the qumquenmum 1921-1925 was :—

. 1921. ' 1922, 1923. 1924. 1925.

spemmeﬁ; of
sputum ex-
amined 691 925 1,132 1,265 1,422

The number of reports sent to public bodies during the year
was 1,240, as compared with 986 in 1924.

The part'iculars relating to the work carried out during 1925
at Springwell House Open-Air School are summarised as follows : —

Number on roll 31st December AP ¢
e admitted during 1925 ... 52
- discharged during 1925 ... 52

REASONS FOR DISCHARGE :(—
Fit for Elementary School ... 10
Fit for work ... 23
Transferred to Hospttal ur Samtunum 10
Removed from district ina 7
Transferred to Special School . SRR
Discharged for other reasons ... 2

Gain or loss in weight of children who have been in the School
for more than 12 months :—

Children who have gained weight .. I

Average gain in kilos, .. 3-401

Children who have lost weight or whose we:ght was
stationary ‘ ni 2

Average loss in kilos, -5 kg.
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NON-DISPENSARY CASES.

In addition to the work carried out by the staff of the Tuber-
culosis Dispensary visits to houses in which cases of Tuberculosis
were notified were paid by the Sanitary Inspectors during 1925
to male patients, and in the case of women and children patients
by a woman Sanitary Inspector (Miss J. Round).

Women and Children,

Women and children notified to be suffering from Tuberculosis
and not attending the Borough Tuberculosis Dispensary are system-
atically visited by a woman Sanitary Inspector. During 1925
the number of new cases notified was 149. Of these, after cor-
rection and adjustment of the figures as to cases not traced, trans-
ferred to the Dispensary and to other districts, and cases in regard
to which no information could be obtained, there were 136 cases
investigated—women 78, children 58.

Of these 136 cases, 33 were found to be dead on first visit, and
9 cases died subsequently during the year.

The following table gives particulars of the 136 women and
children non-dispensary cases notified to be suffering from tuber-
culosis (all forms) during 1925 :—

AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION,

SHEBFEEE %l
= S | e ; =2
|2 |a|s|2|R|%|2|2(2|se
R, B B8 B Bl Bl (el Bl e o I,
Pumamery Bl 381 7741 slsim] el sl 2l 2]
TuberculousM.| 2| 1| 3| 2| —|—]|—|—|—|—=]|—1] 8
MeningitisF. | — | 4| 1| 1|—| 2| —|—]—]|—|—] 8
Other Mf 1l 6| 2f—f—|—|—|—|—|—]20
Forms F| —| 3| 4| 6| 5| 6] 4] 3| —]| 1] —]32
M| 5| 7|14 8| —|—|—|=]—}—]—]832
Total-.. '] 10| 6|11 ]|10|23]19|12] 8| 3] 2 fos
Grand Total | 5|17 |20 |17 |10 |23 19 12| 8| 3| 2 |iss

The home conditions of these 136 cases were carefully investi-
gated. In the majority of cases the sanitary state of the home was
found to be satisfactory, the average number of persons per room
being 1-32. In 19 cases, however, the patient’s family was found
to be living in a single room, as compared with 13 families living
under the same conditions in 1924,

During the vear 65 cases were undergoing hospital, sanatorium
or other Institutional treatment.
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At the end of 1925 there were 494 women and children non-
dispensary patients (a decrease of 14 as compared with 1924), in-
cluding new cases notified during the year on the Tuberculosis
register, and 1,173 visits were paid by the Woman Sanitary In-
spector to the homes of these patients,

Efforts are made in as many cases as possible to induce non-

dispensary patients to attend the Tuberculosis Dispensary, and
during the year 13 cases were transferred.

It is satisfactory to record that the efforts to secure precautions
against infection of other members of the family appear to have
met with considerable success, e.g., separate room or separate bed
were found to be in use in over 90 per cent. of the cases, as compared
with 78 per cent. in 1924, and 68 per cent. in 1923,

It should be borne in mind, however, in this connection, that

a larger number of these patients were receiving Institutional
treatment in 1925 than in previous years.

Adult Male Patients.

There were 266 adult male non-dispensary cases on the register
at the end of 1925, and 88 were new cases notified during the year.
Of these new cases 24 died during the year.

The following table gives particulars of the non-dispensary
new cases notified in 1925 :—

Ace DISTRIBUTION,
- All
16-20/20-25|25-30|30-35(35 45/45-55/55-65| 85up |ages.
Pulmonary 4 8 9 8| 10| 24 6 = [ 5
Tubercular

Meningitis - =] =] —| —=| —=| =] = -
(Other tubercular

Diseases 5 3 3 2 1 —_ 3 . 17

Total 9 11 12 10 11 24 9 2 HH

The homes of all these patients were systematically visited
during the year by the district Sanitary Inspectors, and 610 visits,
including 88 first visits to new cases, were made. Ten of the new
cases notified were found dead on first visit. The sanitary condi-
tion of the homes was in the main satisfactory. Of the new cases
42 received institutional treatment, and 30 were transferred to the

Dispensary.









Deaths from Zymotic Diseases

The principal zymotic diseases are small-pox, measles, scarlet
fever, diphtheria (including membranous croup), whooping-cough,
enteric fever and diarrheea.

The deaths from these causes in 1925 numbered 64, as com-
pared with 122 in 1924, a decrease of 48-0 per cent. There was
a corresponding decrease in the zymotic death-rate from 0-71 in
1924 to 0-37 in 1925,

The mean death-rate from each of the principal zymotic
diseases for the ten years 1905-1914, and for the ten years 1915-
1924, are compared with the corresponding rates for 1924 and 1925
in the following table :—

Number of Deaths from each of the principal Zymotic

Zymotic Diseases in 1924 and 1925, with corresponding Death
Diseases. Rates for those years and for the 10 years 1905-14 and
1915-!92"--
Death-rate Mean Increase ()
No. of per 1,000 Death-rate | or Decrease (—),
Deaths. population, per 1,000 1925 over
population.
1924. | 1925, | 1924. | 1925, | 1905- | 1915- | Previous| 1915-
‘ 1914. | 1924, | year. 1924,
Small Pox | — — — - — -001 — | —+001
Measles o | 81 4 208 | -023 | -446 | -325 | —-275 | —-302
Scarlet Fever ... 3 8 018 | -046 | -081 | -038 | 4 -028 | + -008
Diphtheria 25 10 ‘146 | <058 | <116 | -200 | —-088 | —-142
Whooping-cough 17 20 099 | <116 | -273 | -201 | 4--017 | —-085
Enteric fever ... 2 1 012 | 006 | -031 | -015 | —-006 | —-009
Diarrhoea and '
enteritis. ... 24 21 -140 | -122 | -466 | -313 | —-018 | —-191
Total ... e | 122 64 713 | -371 |1-413|1-093 | —-342 — 722

NON-NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES.
Chicken-Pox,

During 1925 there were 853 cases of chicken-pox reported, as
cgmpared with 541 in 1924, 617 in 1923, 259 in 1922, and 400 in
1921.
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Bacteriological Examinations,

During 1925, the number of bacteriological examinations of
specimens sent in by medical practitioners practising in Battersea
was 1,725. These specimens are examined at the laboratories of
the Clinical Research Association, Watergate House, Adelphi,
Strand, W.C., and include diphtheria, enteric and other diseases,
The cost of these examinations is defrayed by the Council. The
examination of Tuberculosis specimens is now carried out at the
Tuberculosis Dispe , that institution having been taken over
by the Council from the Central Fund in 1921.

The following table gives particulars of the bacteriological
examinations carried out during 1925 :—

Positive Negative
Suspected disease. Results. Results. Total.
Diphtheria ... 196 1,509 1,705
Enteric fever 6 14 20
Total 202 1.523 1,725

The cost of these examinations amounted to £221 3s. 11d.

Diarrheea.

During 1925 the total number of deaths from diarrhcea of
children under 2 years of age was 16. This is the lowest incidence
ever recorded, and was equal to a fatality-rate of <09, as compared
with 23 deaths and a fatality-rate of - 13 in 1924,

The remarkable decline in the incidence and mortality from
this erstwhile formidable disease of infant life, is one of the most
satisfactory features of modern sanitary progress. The reasons
advanced for this great improvement in our vifal statistics has been
referred to in previous annual reports, and it is gratifying to note
that infantile diarrhcea continues to decline, and that we may look
forward confidently to the death-rate under this heading of the
Registrar General’s returns as no longer a serious cause of child
mortality.
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Cancer,

During 1925 the number of deaths from cancer of persons
belonging to Battersea was 236 (male 105, female 131), as compared
with 231 in 1924, 242 in 1923, and 225 in 1922. The death-rate
from the disease per 1,000 of the population was 1-37 in 1925,
as compared with 1-35 in 1924, 1-42 in 1923, 1-33 in 1922, and
1-12 in 1921, : "

The following table gives the comparative average death-rate
from cancer in Battersea for quinquennial periods since 1901 :—

Mean
Annual
Caxcer Deatns, 1901-1925. Death-rate
per 1,000
population.
1901-1905 -88
1906-1910 95
1911-1915 1-11
1916-1920 1-28
1921-1925 1-33

It will be noted from these figures that there is again to be
recorded a slight increase in cancer mortality in 1925. The pro-
gressive increase in the death-rate from this cause is still a matter of
serious concern, and although research continues to take place into
the nature and origin of the disease, so far no definite advance
appears to have been obtained.

The following table shows the localisation of the disease in the
case of the 236 deaths recorded for 1925 :—

Localisation. cichind o Total.
Male Female
Buccal cavity... 15 1 16
Stomach, liver, etc. ... 38 39 77
Peritoneum, intestines and
rectum 18 30 48
Female genital organs o 16 16
Breast g -— 26 26
Skin ... 2 —_ 2
Other and unspecified organs 32 19 51
Total 105 131 236
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Sanitary Circumstances.

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE BOROUGH.

SUMMARY OF SANITARY OPERATIONS FOR THE YEAR }925.

Total Sanitary tions ...
Number of house inspections
House to house inspections ...
Bakehouse inspections
Bakehouse nuisances abated
Urinals—inspections

Do. altered, repaired or

water laid on ...

Intimations served under Sec.3
Notices served under Sec.4,&c.
Notices served under Secs.

62 & 85 ...

Complaints received  and
attended to asa
Number of premises disinfected
Houses supplied with dis-

infectants ...
Overcrowding abated ik
Premises improved, cleansed

and ﬂ:pai:er.i
Drains tested ... By smoke
Dao. «w water,,

Drains cleansed and rcpa.:rcd

Drains relaid

Frontage drains constructed
or re-constructed .

Soil pipes and drains ventilated

Sink and rain-water pipes
disconnected or repaired ...

Water Clnset; cleansed and

Ceﬂponls abolished

Mews and Stables drained amd
paved

Yards and forecourts pmred
and ired

Acenmulations of manure am:l
other obnoxious matter re-
moved or proper receptacles
provided ...

65,400
34,744

644
EBI_'I

140
47
3,059
762
2,854

3,204
1,999

1,154
2,668
501
1,179
255
101
152
499

479

324

i

Dust receptacles provided 582
Leaky hnuse-rmiP and gutters

repaired 858
Houses supplu:d with water

and fittings repaired : 210
Houses let in lodgings rmsttred 85
No. of inspections of 46
Water ets provided,

supplied with water or

supply disconnected from

drinking water cisterns ... 208
Cisterns covered, cleansed and

repaired ... 81
Additional water supplies to

upper floors aua 33
Keeping of animals in unfit

state discontinued .23
Smoke observations 86
Certificates of disinfection

granted ... 3,086
Houses inspected and certi-

ficates granted (Sec. 48) ... 21
Proceedings ordered by Council

and Health Committee 3,347
Summonses issued ... 85
Magisterial Orders Dbrtamed

and enforced Eiid 26
Factories, WGrkshups. &l:

inspections .. 5,611
Sani anmmcﬂ pm

vide or improvements

effected in Factories and

Workshops (Sec. 38) 46
Underground sleeping rooms :

Use discontinued ... -

Defects remedied ... A= =
Gipsy van inspections 67

Drains laid to new houses and
tenements . 21
Samples takgu under thu Sale
of Food and Drugs Acts ... 1,221
Miscellaneous 1,715




Legal Proceedings.
al proceedings in connection with nuisances were taken
by the Council in 14 cases during 1925. Particulars with regard

to each case are set out below.

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS UNDER THE PuBLic HEALTH (LoNDON) AcT,

1891.

NATURE oF OFFENCE oR CLAIM.

RESULT oF PROCEEDINGS.

* Failure to comply with notice to
provide sufficient water closets

and flushing apparatus at premises
No. 43 St. Johns Road

Nuisance at No. 55 Stainforth Road
arising from defective drains

Non-compliance with nuisance orders
507 Battersea Park Road

Failure to abate nuisance at 18
Basnett Road

Failure to abate nuisance at 40
Almeric Road

Failure to abate nuisance at 20
Marmion Road

Keeping dogs at 168 Tyneham Road
in such a manner as to be a
nuisance

Non-compliance with notice to abate
nuisance at 21 Stormont Road

The like at 116 Wycliffe Road

Nuisance at 109 Livingstone Road
—offensive condition of rooms and
cats kept in such manner as to be
a4 nuisance

Nuisance at 70 York Road arising
from defective condition of roo
causing dampness 3

Overcrowding of first floor front
room at No. 2 Meyrick Road

Failure to comply with notice to
abate nuisance at 83 Sterndale
Road

Nuisance at 11 Woodgate Street and
no sufficient dustbhin at 38 Wood-
gate Street

Nuisance at 65 Livingstone Road

ngs instituted in 1924,

Order made with £1 1s. costs,

Adjourned sime die on defendant’s
undertaking to carry out the work,

Work commenced, 10s. 6d. costs

paid. Case withdrawn.

Order for abatement made with
£1 1s. costs.

Adjourned sine die £1 1s. costs
paid.

Work done. Withdrawn on pay-
ment of £1 1s. costs,

Fined £5. .

Nuisance abated. Summons with-
drawn on payment of £1 1s. costs,

The like, on payment of £2 2s. costs,

Order for abatement and prohibiting
recurrence, defendant to pay £1 Is.
costs—14 days allowed for pay-
ment.

The nuisance having been abated,
defendant discharged under Pro-
bation of Offenders Act, but
ordered to pay £2 2s. costs.

Adﬁ]uumeﬂ sine die for defendant to

nd other premises, the L.C.C.
having intimated their willingness
to assist.

Defendant having executed the
necessary work to abate nuisance,
summons withdrawn subject to
payment of £2 2s. costs.

Work having been done and £1 1s.
costs paid, summonses withdrawn.

Ditto.
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SaLe oF Foop AND DruGs AcTs—continued.

No. of Nature of Offence, Adul- Result
Sample., Article. _ teration, &c. of Proceedings.

381 Milk 229, deficient in fat Dismissed. Defendant to
pay £6 6s. 0d. costs.

383 | Milk 49, deficient in fat Samples taken in course
of delivery at Clapham

384 | Milk 139, deficient in fat Junction.

516 | Milk 14%, extraneous water Fined £10 and £2 2s. Od.
costs, Sample taken in
course of delivery at
5. Lambeth Station.

621 Milk 8%, extraneous water Fined £5 and ordered to
pay £3 3s. 0d. costs,

6BE | Milk 89 extraneous water under Proba-
batmn of Offenders’ Act
on payment of £1 1s. (d.
costs by each defendant
on each summons (2

689 | Milk 8%, extraneous water summonses).

698 | Milk 129, extraneous water Each defendant fined £2
and £2 2s. 0d. costs or
in default one month's
imprisonment.

MiLk AND DAIRIES (AMENDMENT) Act, 1922,
aNo. of _ Nature of Offence, Adul- Result
Sample | Article. teration, &c. of Proceedings.

696 | Milk Coloured with annatto Fined £5 5s. 0d. and
£1 1s. 0d. costs. Sample
taken at Clapham Junc-
tion in course of de-
li :

705 Milk ... | 149 extraneous water Firstwrgefendant fined £3
and £1 1s. 0d. costs

747 | Milk 114°%, extraneous water | Each defendant fined
£2 10s. 04d.

752 Milk Coloured with annatto Summons dis missed
against first defendant
with £1 1s. 0d. costs.
Second defendant fined
£] and £2 2s. 0d. costs.

777 | Milk Coloured with annatto drd sample analysed by
Government Chemist
shewed no annatto,
Case withdrawn in
Court. No order as to
costs.

815 | Milk ... | Coloured with annatto Fined £1 and 10s. 6d.

costs,
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MiLk aNp DalriEs (AMENDMENT) AcT, 1922—confinued.
No. of Nature of Offence, Adul- Result
Sample., Article. teration, &c. of Proceedings.

B34 | Milk ... | 119 extraneous water Fined 30s. and £2 2s. 0d.
costs. Case against
employee dismissed.

883 | Milk ... | 119} extraneous water Fined £3.

906 Milk ... | 119, extraneous water | First offence. Dismissed
and containing added on payment of 10s. 6d.
colduring matter costs in each case.

265 | Milk ... | 649 extraneous water Each case dismissed on

266 | Milk ... | 6% extraneous water payment of 12s, 6d.
costs.

314 | Milk ... | 74% extraneous water Dismissed on payment of
£1 1s. 0d. costs.

317 | Milk ... | 1549% extranecus water Dismissed on first defen-
dant paying £1 1s. 0d.
costs and the second
defendant, 10s. 6d. costs.

400 | Milk 164% extraneous water | Dismissed, defendants to
pay £2 2s. 0d. costs.

581 | Milk ... | 139 extraneous water Defendant fined £5 with
£1 1s. 0d. costs, or in
default one month and
summons ainst the
other defe t with-
drawn.

711 Milk 6.5%, extraneous water Defendant fined £3 and
ordered tnEpayIl 1s. Od.
costs, mﬁloyu dis-
charged under Proba-
tion of Offenders Act. -

Housing Act, 1925,

NATURE oF OFFENCE or CrLaim.

RESULT oF PROCEEDINGS.

A declaration that the Council were
entitled to a first charge on the
premises 18 S Lane and
the freehold interest therein for
£94 l1s. 2d. the costs of executing
works to the premises and also
for interest and costs and for a
sale and other relief

Recovery of 12s. 6d. expenses in-
curred in executing work to No.
17 Woodgate Street

The like £3 12s. 0d.—18 Woodgate
Street

The like £11 16s. 2d.—19 Woodgate
Street

Judgment for the Council.,

Orders made. Total costs in three
summonses £3 155, 6d.
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Housing Act, 1925—continued.

NATUrRE oF OFFENCE or CLAIM.

REsSULT oF PROCEEDINGS.

Failure to mmfly with notice under
Section 10 of 1923 Act in respect
of 16 Gladstone Terrace

A declaration that the Council are
entitled to a joint Charge on No.
67 Stainforth Road and the free-
hold interest therein for £152 1s.
6d., the costs of executing works
to the premises and also interest
and costs, and for a sale and other
relief,

Like claim for £158 13s. 6d. in respect
of No. 58 Ascalon Street

Like claim for £140 155. 7d. in respect
of No. 64 Ascalon Street

Like claim for £73 19s. 7d. in respect
of No. 147 New Road

A declaration that the Council are

entitled to a first e on the

mises No, 12 Wayland Road

or £452 19s. 11d. and interest at

£5 per cent. per annum, and for
an Order for sale

Failure to furnish name and address
of person from whom the defen-
dant held No. 20 Basnett Road

Collecting rent of 34 Austin Road,
the rent book not being inscribed
with the names and addresses of
the Medical Officer of Health and
the landlord

Default in payment of £21 14s. 6d.
arrears due under an Order of the
Council of the 25th February,
1925 (No. 38 Woodgate Street)

Failure to an £5 2s. 5d. expenses
incurred by the Council in works
to defendant’s premises, No. 7
Newcomen Road

Withdrawn on pa t of £1 1s.
costs and +|:n::u:l:m;»]IY.I:I'N::Jl with notice.

Judgment for the Council in terms
of minutes signed by defendants.

Terms of settlement having been
agreed for payment of claim and
costs, action adjourned sine die.

The like.
The like.

Judgment for the Council in accor-
dance with the claim.

Defendant by her Solicitor ha
given the names of the Solicitors
to whom she paid the ground rent
and stated she did not know the
persons entitled to such rent,
summons withdrawn on under-
taking to pay £1 3s. costs.

Defendant fined altogether 12s. 6d.
and ordered to pay £1 0s. 6d.
costs,

The money and costs of the sum-
mons, 4s. having been paid,
summons withdrawn.

Defendant having paid amount of
debt with 3s. costs of summons,
case withdrawn.
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SUMMARY OF LEGAL PROCEEDINGS,

proceedings were taken by the Council in connection
with the work of the Health Department in 74 cases during the

year 1925 :—

Bl e—
11 R .
EF\-
o |-
. 0t Y A 8 8
Factory & Workshop
Act, 1901 ... il 1 199 % 80
Milk & Dairies I'Amend-
ment) Act, 1922 .., 27 10 2715 011519 0O

Public Health (Milk and
Cream) Regulations,
1912, Amendment
Order, 1917 .. - —— = s

Public Health [Lund{:-n}
Act, 1891, and the By-

laws made thereunder 16 2 9 0 0|15 4 6
Sale of Food and Drugs
Acts ... 20 6 2 5 013 7 6
Housing Acts ... 21 7 012 6| 919 0
otalt . o 85 26 | £63 12 6*|£83 13 0*

Common Lodging Houses.
The following table gives a list of the cominon lodging houses
in the Borough :—

o Sge R e
75 Falcon Road 81 Males
134 High Street ... 54 Males
67 Winstanley Road 66 Females

Drainage Work.

During the year new drains were constructed to 50 new build-
ings, or additions to existing buildings, and the drains of 101 old
buildings were partially or entirely reconstructed, under the
supervision of the Officers of the Department,

* The disproportion between the fines and costs imposed is accounted for
by the fact that the Court in several instances dealt with defendants under
the Probation of Offenders Act, discharging them on payment of costs, and
that cases against employees were withdrawn where the employers took
responsibility.
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Van Dwellings.
The number of van dwellings in the Borough in 1925 was 65.
In the following table are set out the situations of the dwellings
and number of occupants:—

No. of | 0. Occupants.

Situation of Vans. Vana

Mill’s Yard, adjoining 88 Sheepcote Lane | 3
Mill’s Yard, adinining 80 Sheepcote Lane | 4
Manley’s Yard, Falcon Road ... we |- B

Manley’s Yard, Cabul Road ... e | 33%
Mill's Yard, Culvert Road ke | :IPE

B oaw
ZEmoew

During the year 4 vans were found to be overcrowded, and
notices were served to abate the nuisance. Eight vans were
unoccupied.

Rag Flock Aect, 1911,

This Act was passed to prevent the use of material known
as rag flock, unless such material complies with the standard of
cleanliness laid down in the Act.

No proceedings were taken under the Act in Battersea during
1925.
Rats and Mice (Destruciion) Act, 1919,

This Act, which became operative on the 1st January, 1920,
imposes on local authorities and occupiers of premises additional
responsibilities in connection with rat repression.

During 1925 the work carried out under the Council's Rat
Repression Scheme is summarised as follows :—

Premises visited ... 2,155 Contracts renewed 13
Poison baits used ... 85800 Value of contracts £197 0 0
Dead rats found ... 2,584 Cash for poison bait £48 19 4
Total expenditure (financial year 1925-6) ... «: 8543 8 9
Income (financial year 1925-6) ... we X188 19 0O

Net cost .. £354 9 9

Drains were tested at 68 premises in connection with this
work, and in 35 cases were found to be defective. Most of these
defective drains were in private houses. As the presence of rats
in houses is usually regarded as prima facie evidence of drain
defects, the work of the Rat Officer therefore is carried on in close
co-operation with that of the district Sanitary Inspectors.

. Including one shed. t Including one cottage.
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The methods employed under the Rat Repression Scheme have
been described in previous Annual Reports. It is only necessary,
therefore, to state that as an inspection of the summarised figures
shows, the work done during the year under this head has been as
satisfactory as in previous years.

Personal Cleansing Station,

The new Personal Cleansing Station, opened on the 3rd
November, 1923, was fully described in my Annual Report for -
that year. The new premises have greatly facilitated the work
of the officers responsible for the cleansing and treatment of children
infested with vermin and of those suffering from scabies and other
contagious skin affections.

During the year 1925, there were 4,724 children and 261 adults
cleansed and treated at the station. Of the 4,724 children attend-
ing, 145 were suffering from scabies or itch, a contagious parasitic
skin affection. The remainder were verminous. These children
attended from the Public Elementary Schools in the Borough by
‘arrangement with the London County Council, who have entered
into a contract with the Borough Council for the use of their
Personal Cleansing Station. The cleansing and treatment of the
School children is carried out under the supervision of Officers of
the London County Council while the disinfestation of the clothing
and of the homes is carried out concurrently by the Borough
Council’s Sanitary staff.

There has been a decrease in the number of infested chil-:}ren
and adults treated at the station as compared with the previous

year,

The following table shows the numbers of persons cleansed
and treated at the Personal Cleansing Station and the expenditure
incurred since 1906, the year in which the cleansing of verminous

persons was begun.









Protection of the Food Supply.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

Unsound Food,

The follu;.ving is a tabulated return of unsound food seized
or voluntarily surrendered during 1925 :—

Foop CoNDEMNED.

Food. COuantity. Food. Quantity.
Fish. Fruit & Vegelables| ( fresh).
Coal Fish 5 stones. Apples 20 boxes,
Cod ... 1 trunk. Brussels Sprou 1 1 ;
1 case. Cherries 16 crates.
3 boxes. 5 boats.
Codlings 3 boxes. Cocoanuts ... 3 !
Dog Fish 6 stones. Mandarins ... 10 punnets.
Eels ... 2 drafts. Potatoes ... 8 !
Haddock 1 trunk. Tomatoes ... | 31 boxes.
2 cases
Kippers 4 hoxes. Meat & Pouliry.
Roes ... 1 box. Fowls... 18
Whelks 1 bag. Pork Pies ... a
Winkles 1 bag. Rabbits e | 106
Cow-houses.

There is only one licensed cow-house remaining in the
Borough, situate at 17 Wiseton Road,

Slaughter-houses.
There are only two slaughterhouses remaining in the Borough.

These premises are kept under systematic inspection, and
during the year 1925, 319 inspections were made by the Council's
inspector. The carcases of 669 animals (oxen 38, calves 5,
sheep 295 and pigs 331) were examined after slaughter.

The average number of animals examined after slaughter in
the licensed slaughter-houses within the Borough during the 5 years
1921-25 was 1,102,
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The provisions of the Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924,
have been brought to the notice of the occupiers of these slaughter-
houses. The provisions of the by-laws as to the marking of carcases,
which, in my opinion, should have been made obligatory, have not
been adopted by the proprietors. The requirements as to giving
noitic;dof intention to slaughter have, however, been rigidly
enforced.

Butechers’ Shops.

The number of butchers’ shops in the Borough at the beginni
of the year 1925 was 90. Four new shops were opened during the
year and one closed, making a total of 93 butchers’ premises carrying
on business at the end of the year.

All butchers’ shops in the Borough are systematically inspected,
and, in the main, they are well kept and provided with cold storage
facilities. During the year 1,173 inspections of these premises were
carried out by the Council's Food Inspector.

Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924,

These Regulations, made under the Public Health (Regulations
as to Food) Act, 1907, came into force on the 1st April, 1925. The
principal part of the Regulations deals with slaughter-houses and
slaughtering, and is designed to secure the inspection, by com-
petent officials, of all animals slaughtered. This part of the Regula-
tions, so far as Battersea is concerned, is not of great importance,
as there are only two slaughter-houses now remaining in the Bor-
ough, and in only one of these is any regular slaughtering carried on.

Part II1. of the Regulations deals with the marking of carcases,
and is not obligatory on slaughter-house proprietors.

Part IV. deals with matters relating to the cleanliness of meat
stalls.

Part V. deals with cleanliness, &c., of shops and stores.
Part VI. deals with transport and handling.

* It is with Parts IV., V. and VI. that the Council are mainly
concerned. The object is to protect meat stored or in course of
transit or exposed for sale in stalls, shops and stores from risk of
contamination. On the issue of the Regulations steps were taken
by the Council with a view to enforcing compliance by all meat
retailers in the Borough. Owing, however, to the opposition of the
Trade to the interpretation placed on the Regulations by the
Sanitary Authority, administrative difficulty has been experienced in
carrying them into effect. The Ministry of Health, after conferences
with the Trade representatives, issued a circular in which it was
stated (infer alia) that the provision of glass fronts to butchers’ shops
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TABLE IIL
Other Artleles.
Examined. Adulterated.
Nature of Sample. | Formal.| Infor- | Total. || Formal.| Infor- | Total.
mal. mal.

Apples _ 2 2 — 2 2
Arrowroot ... — 14 14 —— 0 0
Baking Powder .. — i} 7 - 0 0
Barley, Pearl — 4 4 — 0 0
Confectionery (Sweets) — 4 4 -— 0 0
Fairy Cakes... - 1 1 - 1 1
Honey . 9 — 9 0 -— 0
Tee Cream ... - 6 6 —_ 0 0
Lard ... 23 — 23 0 — 0
Olive Oil 16 — 16 0 — 0
Pepper — 10 10 - 0 0
Rice ... - 11 11 —_ 0 0
Rice (Ground) — 3 3 -— 0 0
Sausages .. 4 1 5 1 0 1
Sponge Cake 3 6 9 1 2 3

Total ... | 55 69 124 2 5 7

Milk,

Of the 808 formal samples 40 or 4-95 per cent. were certified
as adulterated. Eleven samples were reported against as being
deficient in milk fat, 17 as containing extraneous water, 6 as being
deficient in milk fat and containing extraneous water ; 4 as con-
taining colouring matter and 2 as containing both colouring matter
and extraneous water. One informal sample of milk was submitted
and reported upon as containing extraneous water.

In the 5 years 1921-25 the percentage of adulterated (formal)
samples of milk was as under :—

Adulterated.
Year, Samples
taken. No. Percentage.
1921 vl 714 36 5:0
1922 &5 726 36 4-9
1923 702 43 - 6-1
1924 721 25 3-4
1925 808 40 49
Mean 734 36 4-9




89

The average composition of the 768 samples reported as
genuine proved to be as under :(—

Total milk solids ... s 12529
Milk fat 3-699%,
Non-fatty solids 8-83%,
The content of fat in these 768 samples ranged as follows :—
4-0% and over ... . 108 samples or 14-19%,
Between 3-9 and 4-09%, ... 53 P e - - | o 4
”" 3-8 L 3-9{?:} Ly 73 1 1] 9‘5%
=2 37 ., 38% .. 98 w o 1EBRG
2 36 ., 3-7% .. 124 w o 1-1%
A 35 ,,36% .. 126 RN [ o
5 3"4 3 3'5% wes 32 e e 10'?%
- B8 B e | R P L
1) 3'2 i 3'3% wan Eﬂ e e 26%
" 31 4 2% G 18 T
i 30 ,, 31% .. 7 W DV

All samples are systematically tested for the presence of pre-
servatives, In no case, however, was a positive result obtained.

Milk sampling was carried out on 18 Sundays during the year,
and 94 samples were purchased for analysis on these occasions.
Samples of milk in course of delivery by wholesale firms to the
number of 77 were taken during the year. The bulk of these

samples was taken at Clapham Junction or South Lambeth
Railway Stations, Samples of milk to the number of 71 were
taken in course of delivery to elementary schools in the borough.

Proceedings with regard to adulteration were taken in 36
instances (fat extraction, 9 (one of these being also artificially
coloured)*; extraneous water, 17 (one of these containing added
colouring matter) ; both fat abstracted and added water, 6 ; added
colouring matter, 4), particulars relating to which will be found
set out in the tables on pages 73 to 75. Warranty was pleaded
in defence in one case and was successful. Proceedings were
instituted against the warrantor in this instance, but the summons
was dismissed without costs.

Preservatives found In Foods during 1925,
FORMAL SAMPLES.

Nature of Sample. Nature and amount of Preservative.
Sausages ... 25-9 grains boric acid per Ib.}
Sponge Cake 9-1 i " "

* Proceedings in respect of fat d:ﬁﬂien'cy only.
t Summons not served.
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INFORMAL SAMPLES.

Nature of Sample. Nature and amount of Preservative.
Sponge Cakes 9-8 grains boric acid per Ib.

i 84 " " "
Fairy Cakes 11-8 % = %

Sponge Cakes, Fairy Cakes, &e.

. During the year nine samples of sponge cakes and one of fairy
cakes were submitted to the Public Analyst. Of these 3 samples
were procured formally and the rest informally.

Of the formal samples one was reported upon as containing
a boron preservative amounting to 9-1 grains of crystallised boric
acid per lb., whilst 2 of the informal (sponge cake) samples contained
9-8 and 8-4 grains per Ib. of the same preservative. :

The informal sample of fairy cakes was reported by the Public
Analyst to contain a boron preservative equivalent to 11+8 grains

per lb.

In view of the small amount of preservative present in the for-
mal sample, and having regard to the decision in the case which
was the subject of proceedings last year (vide p. 73 sample 381),
it was decided not to take out summonses against the vendor.

A report of the result of the proceedings in this case will be
found in the Appendix (page 124).

Butter.

During the year 88 samples of butter were submitted for exami-
nation, Of these 16 were taken in the form prescribed by the Acts,
the remaining 72 samples were purchased informally.

One of the 72 informal samples was reported by the Public
Analyst as containing margarine. ‘

Of the 88 samples submitted 19, or 21-6 per cent. contained no
eservative other than common salt ; whilst 69, or 78-4 per cent.,
contained a boron preservative. Excluding the one (informal)
sample reported as adulterated, the average content of boron
preservative expressed in termis of crystallised boric acid, proved
to be 0-22 per cent., equivalent to 15-4 grains per 1b. butter. The
maximum permissible quantity of this preservative in butter is
35 grains per lb.
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Milk and Cream Regulations, 1912-17.
1. Milk and cream not sold as preserved cream :—

(a) (&)
Number of Samples
Number of Samples |in which a preservative
examined for the pre- was reported to be
sence of a preservative. present.

Milk 809* Nil,
Cream ... 7t Nil.

2. Cream sold as preserved cream ;—

(@) Samples submitted for analysis to ascertain if the
statements on the labels as to preservatives were

correct :—
1. Correct statements made ... 11%
2. Statements incorrect Nil,
Total ... i 17

(b) Determinations made of milk fat in cream sold as
preserved cream :—

1. Above 35 per cent. ... e b
2. Below 35 A

Total SO | i

(¢) Instances where (apart from analysis) the require-
ments as to labelling or declarations of preserved
cream in Article V. (1) and the proviso in Article
V. (2) of the Regulations have not been ob-
served L Nk

3. Thickening substances :—

Any evidence of their addition to cream or to
][:sreserved cream and action taken when
ound ... eea dNIL

4. Other observations (if any) ... ess NIl

Milk and Dairies (Amendment) Aect, 1922,
(Vide Circular 360 of the Ministry of Health.)

3. Action taken under Section 4 of the Milk and Dairies
(Amendment) Act, 1922 :—

* One of these was an informal sample,
t Two of these were informal samples.
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Ice Cream Vendors.

There are 201 premises in the borough from which ice cream
is sold, 8 of these being uc.cuﬂ'ed by Italian vendors by whom this
article of food is sold from :

All the premises, stalls, barrows, &c., from which the trade
is carried on are kept under daily inspection during the season.
During 1925, 1 of the ice cream premises was removed from the
register and 12 were added. There was, therefore, an increase of 11
in the number of premises compared with 1924.

During the year 336 inspections were made and 17 notices
were served to remedy defects found on inspection. In addition,
during the same season a daily inspection of street barrows and the
utensils, glasses, towels, &c., used thereon was carried out.

The improvement in the manner in which this commaodity is
now sold, referred to in a previous report, is being maintained.

Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1923,

Under this Order the Council are authorised to issue licences
to others than producers (i.e., persons producing milk for sale from
herds over which they have control). The licences so granted are
available for a period up to the end of the year in which they were
issued. There is a scale of fees payable to the Licensing Authority
by applicants for licences. !

During 1925 licences were issued as follows :——

Certified milk ... 13%
Grade A (Tuberculin tested) milk 5*
Grade A milk ... ™
Pasteurised milk ... 4+

Milk Shops.

The number of premises from which milk is sold in Battersea
is 147, as compared with 128 last year. Three new premises were
registered during the year for the sale of milk. All milk shops
are kept under inspection and during the year 818 inspections
were carried out and 12 notices were served to remedy defects
found on inspection. These mainly referred to dirty and unsuit-
able premises and other minor defects,

Included in the above are 16 new premises in which sterilised
milk in sealed bottles omly is sold, and these were informally regis-
tered. It is questionable whether these premises come within the
provisions of the statutory requirements as to registration. In view
of the fact, however, that there is a risk in small shops that the
bottles may be opened and portions of the contents sold, it would
appear to be desirable that the occupiers of these premises should
not be excluded from the statutory obligation to Be registered as
purveyors of milk,

* Including one “ supplementary " licence.
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Factories, Workshops, Workplaces
and Homework

1.—InspEcTiONS OF FactorieEs, WoRKSHOPS AND WORKPLACES
(including Inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors or
Inspectors of Nuisances).

Number of
PREMISES.
Inspections. Written Prosecu-
Notices, tions.
Factories (including Factory
Laundries) 809 81 b
Workshops [mr.iudmg Workshop
Laundries) - 1,059 40 -
Workplaces {uther than Out-
workers’ premises included 1in
the Table on page 102) 3,232 73 -
Total ... 5,200 194 1*

2 —DEFECTS FOUND IN FactoriEs, WORKSHOPS AND WORKPLACES.

t.j p
- -H E
g & 8¢ |®.
o3 E‘ E 8
PARTICULARS. - i E... E E
i | 3
£d | & 37 | =
1 2 3 4 5
Nuwisances under Public Health Act —
Want of Cleanliness ... 1] 69 |} =
Want of Ventilation ... 4 4 =
Overcrowding .. 2 2 -
Want of I:I.ramage of floors ... i - - =
Other nuisances 08 a8 -
Sanitary Insuﬂiment 7 7 -
accommaodation {Unamtable or d:eicctwﬂ 36 38 -
Not separate for the sexes 3 3 | Mil -
Offences under the Factory and Workshop Act—
Illegal occupation of underground bakehouse
(Sec. 101) ... 1 —_ 1*
Other Offences {excludm Offences relatmg to
Outworkers which are included in the Table -
ﬂﬂ-Pﬂgﬂ "}2} sam as wwa wam e R J
Total we | 220 219 — 1

* Prosecution not concluded at end of 1925,
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3. REGISTERED WORKSHOPS.
Workshops on R'Eg'lﬁttl.' {"":cctmn 13]] at end of 1925 —

Bakehouses .. 25
Bootmakers .. 35
Dressmakers. .. 25
Laundries ... 4
Milliners ... 10
Tailors 46
Other Trades S | |
Total number of workshops ... 342
4.—OTHER MATTERS.
Matters notified to H.M. Inspectors of Factories :—
Failure to affix Abstract of the Factory and
Workshop Act (Section 133)... 9
Notified by H.M, Inspector ... - 4
Underground Bakehouses (Section 101}* in use at end
of the year ... o 26

Factories and Workshops,
Facrories.
The following is a list of the factories on the register at the
end of 1925:—

Nun’;ber Males. Females.
4]

Trade. Factories

on Young Young
Register. | Adults. | Persons. | Adults. | Persons.

Barge builder 2 26 2 =
Baker ... 50 213 19 -
Bootmaker 15 26 2 — —
Builder 4 107 — — —_
Butter blender 1 48 24 12 9
Chemical works 4 237 5 61 14
Chaff & forage 5 59 1 8 -—-
Coach ... 2 20 — — —
Cycle maker ... 3 4 5 — —
Dyer 2 45 — 23 —_
Engineer 30 689 7 — —
Flour mills 2 150 — 12 -—
Firewood cutter 10 42 5 22 —
Foundry 1 30 —_— — =
Lift maker 2 16 — — —_
Mason ; 6 356 2 — —
Mineral water... 2 25 — 23 —
Motor repairs... 17 230 4 —_ “oyi
Printer 18 94 9 15 —
Steam laundry 17 62 11 532 74
Other trades ... 92 | 3,800 382 984 464

Total ... 285 | 6,279 478 1,692 561
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The duties of sanitary authorities in relation to the sanita-
tion of factories are few, and are limited mainly to the enforce-
ment of suitable and sufficient sanitary accommodation for
factory employees.

Four new factory premises were added to the register
during the year, dealing with various trades.

During the year 58 preliminary and 23 Statutory notices
were served under the Public Health (London) Act, 1891, for
defects found on factory premises, for the most part relating
to defective or insufficient sanitary accommodation, all of which
were duly remedied.

Workshops.

The following is a list of the workshops on the register at the
end of 1925 .— .

Persons Employed.
No. Nao.
Trade. of - of Males. Females,
g r‘::;::: Adults. | Young | Adults. | Young
s Pem:g. Persons.

Baker ... 25 34 37 1 - —-
Blind maker ... 2 3 3 2 —_—
Bootmaker 35 35 51 2 —_ —
Carpenter ... 4 5 10 — — —
Coach builder... 9 14 29 — —
Cycle maker ... 8 12 10 — — —_
Dressmaker ... 25 32 1 — 67 7
Embroiderer ... 1 2 - — 15 —
Farrier & smith 13 13 30 — — —
Firewood cutter p 4 2 4 — — —
Laundry 4 8 3 — 15 1
Mason 3 3 15 — — —
Milliner 10 13 1 — 27 8
Motor repairs... 12 12 33 - —_ e
Musical instru-

ment... 3 6 45 1 — —
Photographer... 2 5 4 —_ 1 —
Picture framer 3 3 3 1 - —
Rag sorter 14 14 23 4 7 —
Saddler 2 2 2 — —_ —_
Tailor ... 46 55 59 4 61 4
Upholsterer ... | 18 21 30 2 8 —_
Other trades ... | 101 109 223 17 46 18

Totals 342 | 403 616 34 247 38
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In certain of these trades in which female labour is mainly
used, the inspection of the workshops is carried out by a female
sanitary inspector. During 1925 69 workshops were visited by this
female inspector, the number of inspections amounting to 99.

Thirty-four intimation and six statutory notices were served
during the fyear for various defects in workshops found on inspec-
tion, all of which were complied with. Of these, 5 intimation
notices were served by the female inspector.

Thirteen new workshops were added to the register, dealing
with :—
Builder ... w1 Millinery el
Cycle maker A Motor repairs ... AP
Dressmaking b - Tailoring ai
The following table gives particulars relating to new work-

shops in which ** protected Bans " were employed, notices of
which were duly sent to H.M. Inspector during 1925 :—

« Protected Persons employed.
0.
Trade. of
Work- | Women. | Young
shops. Persons. | Total.
Baker *© ... 1 —- 1 1
Dressmaker 5 8 4 12
Mi]]-ill'er A e aw 2 4 = 4
Motor repairer p 1 — 1 1
Totals 9 12 6 18
Outworkers,

During 1925, 556 names and addresses of out-workers were
received in 127 lists sent in by employers and by the Medical
Officers of Health of Metropolitan Boroughs and District Councils.

211 names and addresses relating to 130 out-workers, sent
in by employers, were found to refer to other districts, and were
accordingly forwarded to the Medical Officers of Health of those
districts.

MALE.

The following table shows the number of male out-workers'
premises registered in the Borough, together with the trades and
the number of persons employed :—
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Number on Register. Persons
TRADE. Employed.
Premises. I Workrooms
Bootmaking 35 35 35
Glovemaking 1 1 1
Tailoring ... 54 54 82
Other Trades 4 4 4
Totals ... 94 94 122

No new male out-workers (out-workers not previously regis-
tered) were registered during the year.

There were 142 inspections made of male out-workers’ pre-
mises during 1925, and it was found necessary to serve notices
under the Public Health (London) Act, 1891, in 2 cases to remedy
sanitary defects found on inspection, as follows :—

Want of cleansing ; defective apparatus to w.c.

One case of infectious disease was notified during 1925 from
premises occupied by male outworkers.

FEMALE.

The following is a list of the female out-workers registered
in the Borough, together with the trades and the number of persons
employed :—

Number on Register.
Persons
TRADE, Employed.
Premises. | Workrooms
Blousemaking ... 5 5 5
Boxmaking... 11 11 11
Dressmaking 25 25 27
Embroidery 36 36 39
Fancy goods 12 12 12
Fine needlework ... 9 9 9
(rlovemaking 35 oid 2 2 2
Knitting and crochet ... 1 7 7
Tailoring ... s 33 33 35
Underclothing 6 6 9
Other trades 18 18 18
Total 164 164 174
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Twenty-seven new female out-workers (out-workers not pre-
viously registered) were registered during the year.

269 inspections of female out-workers’ premises were made
by the woman workshops’ inspector (Miss Round). It was found
necessary in one case to serve a notice under the Public Health
(London) Act, 1891, to remedy defects. One case of infectious
disease, viz. : scarlet fever, was notified from female out-workers’
premises. Such precautionary measures as were required were
taken to prevent spread of infection in this case.

Bakehouses.

There were 75 bakehouses on the register at the end of 1925.
Of these 50 use power, and are therefore factories. Forty-nine
of the bakehouses are above ground, and 26 are under ground.
One above ground and one below ground bakehouse were dis-
continued during the year, the premises being used for other
businesses.

280 inspections were made during the year, and 38 intima-
tion and 16 statutory notices were served, mainly for failure to
carry out the half-yearly lime-whiting of the bakehouses within
the statutory period.

During 1925 proceedings were taken by the Council against
the occupier of a bakehouse in the Borough who had used an under-
ground room as an ancillary part of his business for the baking of
crumpets contrary to the provisions of Sec. 101, Factory and
Workshop Act, 1901. At the hearing of the case in the South
Western Police Court, the solicitor for the defendant contended that
the process of manufacture of this article of food was not ** baking "
and that therefore the basement room used for the purpose
was not a bakehouse within the meaning of the Factory Act. The
magistrate (Mr. T. Scanlan) held that the manufacture of crumpets
was a baking process and that the room in which the baking was
carried on was an underground bakehouse, and was being used in
contravention of Sec. 101 of the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901.
The defendant was convicted, and fines and costs amounting to
£4 3s. were imposed.

Warehouses and Wharves.

At the end of 1925, there were 42 premises on the register,
including railway yards. These premises were systematically
inspected during the year, and 64 inspections were made. Three
notices were served to remedy nuisances found on inspection,
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Housing.

During 1925 the work of the Council in regard to housing
matters has been mainly directed towards securing the repair of
insanitary houses—either under the Housing Act or Public Health
(London) Act, 1891. The results of the systematic ins n:tmns
under the provisions of the Housing {Inspen:tlcm of District)
tions will be found set out on pp. 109-13, from which it will b-e seen
that much useful work in this direction has been accomplished. In
addition progress was made with the Plough Road Improvement
Scheme.

It cannot be said that the housing situation in Battersea during
1925 has been materially relieved. There is still in many areas
of the Borough serious overcrowding, reference to which has been
made in previous annual reports. So far as Battersea is concerned,
relief from this insanitary and otherwise undesirable state of affairs
can only be obtained by the provision of sufficient honsing accom-
modation outside the Borough, and at rents which are within the
financial resources of those most needing dwellings.  Although some

rogress has been made by the London County Council and other
Efetrup(}lltan Authorities in the building of houses, the demand
is still largely in excess of the supply. It is to be feared, therefore,
that until more ambitious housing schemes have been launched,
and less regard is paid to the question of economic rents, the appal-
ling conditions under which numbers of Battersea families are now
living will remain unabated.

During the five years 1921-1925 the question of over-crowding
has been dealt with in the annual r af’om of the Medical Officer of
Health, and in April, 1923, a Special Report was presented to the
Council (vide Appendix p. 115).

In the survey of housing requirements in Battersea made in
1919 to meet to some extent the unsatisfactory conditions prevailing.
the Council secured all available building sites in the Borough, and
during the quinquennium the following working-class dwelling
accommodation has been provided :—

Situation. Tenements.
Swaffield House (Wandsworth Bﬂmugh) I{mn—
verted buildings) ... % 12
Heathwall Street 6
Latchmere Estate Extensmn 52
Savona Street ... 4
Disused Fire Station, Chatham Ruad 0 12

In addition to the accommodation pruﬂded b}r the Council,
90 new houses were erected by private enterprise as follows :—

Situation. Houses aor Flats.

Battersea Rise ...
Upper Tooting Park
Grandison Road

Battersea Rise Estate .... 60
Sudbrooke Road 9
Roseneath Road 3
Ethelburga Street 1
Ramsden Road ... 4
Nightingale Lane 1

3

2
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During 1925 no new houses were erected by the Council.
Fourteen new houses were erected by private enterprise in the
South-west area of the Borough. These, strictly speaking, do not
come within the category of what can be called " working class
dwellings,” being houses of the villa type let at quarterly rentals
or for sale. Plans for the erection of six more houses in this area
and six flats in North-west Battersea were submitted, but these
premises were not completed at the end of 1925.

Repair of Unfit Houses,

During 1925 the repair of unfit houses under the Housing
and Public Health Acts continued to be, as in previous years since
the conclusion of the War, the main housing activity of the Council.
The work carried out in this direction under the provisions of
section 28 of the Housing Act, 1919 (now section 3 of the Housing
Act, 1925) and under the nuisance clauses of the Public Health
(London) Act, 1891, will be found summarised on pp. 109-13.

So far as this aspect of the housing problem in Battersea is
concerned the results during the past five years have proved very
satisfactory. In the early days, i.e, on the passing into law of
the 1919 Housing Act, the application of the powers of the Council
contained in section 28 (now embodied in section 3 of the consoli-
dated Housing Act, 1925) gave rise to administrative and legal
difficulties. The Council were fortunate in securing an early decision
of the Courts in their favour, dealing with the power of recovery of
the expenditure incurred by the Council in carrying out works of
repair to insanitary house property in default of compliance by
the owner or owners concerned, reference to which will be found
in previous annual reports of the Medical Officer of Health (vide
Annual Regort. 1921, pp. 119 et seq.). It is however inevitable
that some financial loss is incurred bv reason of the fact that the
cost of the repairs carried out by the Council’'s Works Department
has been in excess of the sum recovered by the sale of the property
in the relatively few cases in which it has been found necessary to
resort to the administrative procedure in enforcing the powers of
the section. The effect, however, of the Council’s persistent yet
discriminating use of the powers contained in section 28 has been
followed by the most satisfactory administrative results and, in
the great majority of cases, the necessary repairs in accordance
with the detailed specifications sent in for submission to the Housing
Committee are carried out by the owners concerned without the
service of statutory notices, and it is rarely necessary either to serve
notices or, even when notice has been served, for the Council to
require to make use of their powers in default.

The practice of giving notice to all owners concerned, where
notice under section 3 of the Housing Act, 1925, has been served,
has resulted in securing greater expedition in compliance with the
notice, the superior landlord or freeholder exercising his powers
under section 30 or under the covenants of his lease, requiring the

leaseholder to carry out the necessary repairs,
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During 1925 the number of cases in which it was found necessary
to act in default of the owner was six, the expenditure incurred
amounting to £850 13s. 3d. During the five years 1921-1925 the
total number of houses repaired by the Council in default was 66,
involving an expenditure of £10,199 14s. 2d., as shewn in the follow-
ing table :(—

Year, No. of premises. Expenditure.
# & a

1921 Nil. Nil.
1922 . 1 84 10 2
1923 34 6407 6 1
1924 25 2857 4 8
1925 6 850 13 3
Total 66 10,199 14 2

The right of appeal to the Ministry of Health provided by the
section has in a few instances been made use of by owners
of property who have objected on various grounds to the require-
ments of the Council. The results of these appeals have invariably
been in favour of the Council. During 1925 the following appeals
were made :—

20, Basnett Road-—against notice served.
Result.—Appeal dismissed for want of diligent prosecution.

47, 48 and 49 John Street—against demand for payment of
£807 6s. 10d.

Result.—After a Local Enquiry at which the Appellant con-
tended that the value of the work done was £533 7s. 1d.,
the Ministry of Health issued an order, dated 6th May,
1925, that the amount payable by the appellant shall be
£757 6s. 10d.

By section 129 of the Land Registration Act, which came into
force in 1925, in addition to the powers given under section 10 (3)
of the Housing Act, 1923, to require an owner to state the name and
address of the person from whom he holds the property, the Regis-
trar may furnish to local authorities such particulars and informa-
tion in regard to land and charges as they are by law entitled to
require owners of property to furnish to them direct.

On the Ist July, 1925, the Housing Act, 1925, came into force.
This Act is a consolidating act and reproduces under different
sections the powers already possessed in previous Housing Acts.
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Closing Orders,

During 1925 a Closing Order under section 11 (1) of the Housing
Act, 1925, was made on the 30th September by the Council in
respect of No. 39, Tidemore Street.

_ During the past five years, owing to the shortage of houses,
it has not been considered advisable to make closing orders in
respect of insanitary dwelling houses, and in such cases action has
been taken under section 28 of the Housing Act, 1919 (now section
3 of the Housing Act, 1925), requiring such modified repairs as may
be necessary to render the premises, which ordinarily would have
been dealt with under closing orders, temporarily fit for habitation.
In only three cases have closing orders been made during the five
years 1921-1925 on inhabited houses.

Prior to 1921 closing orders were made in respect of Nos. 16,
17, 19 and 27 Arden Street, 118 Usk Road and 38 Winstanley Road,
which were empty and in a more or less derelict condition. These
houses were subsequently repaired and, having been made in all
respect reasonably fit for habitation, the Closing Orders were
determined during the period 1921-1925.

Underground Rooms,

No underground rooms were represented by the Medical Officer
of Health under section 17 (7) of the Housing Act, 1909 (now section
18 of the Housing Act, 1925) during 1925. Six rooms have been
so represented during the period 1921-1925.

Inerease of Rent and Mortgage Interest (Restrictions) Acts, 1920 and
1923,
The following is a summary of the action taken under section 2

of the Increase of Rent Act, 1920, as amended by section 5 of the
Increase of Rent, etc., Act, 1923 :—

Certificates. Reports.
Year.
Applied | Granted | Refused A.pfplind Granted | Refused
for or

1921 ... 65* 58 7 13 10 1
1922 ... 28 23 5 3 4 1
1923 R waa 21 IET E 4 “ T —
1924 ... 7 25 P 6 6 it
1925 ... 18 16 2 8 7 —

Total 159 137 22 34 31 2
Average No,

per year... 31-8 274 4-4 6:8 6-2 -4

* Includes 6 cases under consideration at end of 1920,

t Includes 2 cases in which the certificate was not issued the necessary
repairs having been completed.

{ One case under consideration at end of 1925.
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Action under section 29 of the Housing Aet, 1919 (now section 5
of the Housing Act, 1925).

During 1925, 24 cases relating to 26 houses were reported to
the Housing Committee for contravention of section 29 of the
Housing Act, 1919 (now section 5 of the Housing Act, 1925), which
requires the rent book to be kept in a prescribed form.

In two cases proceedings were taken, and in the remainder the
Committee directed cautionary letters to be sent to the respective
OWners

During the period 1921-1925, 107 cases relating to 169 houses
have been reported to the Committee for contravention of this
section.

Insanitary Areas.
No additional insanitary areas were represented during 1925.

During the year considerable progress was made with the Im-
provement Scheme in the Plough Road area. Owing to the diffi-
culty of re-housing the tenants the demolition of the existing houses
had to be proceeded with block by block, i.e., as soon as the first
block of tenements (which were erected on a vacant site) were com-
pleted and ready for occupation the tenants of the succeeding block
were transferred to the new tenements and the vacated houses
demolished in turn. This necessarily gave rise to considerable
delay, as well as increasing the cost of the scheme, but in view of
the requirements of the Housing Act and the absence of alternative
accommodation no other course was practicable.

The first block (six tenements) was completed in July, 1925,
and the second block (six tenements) was well advanced by the
end of the year.

Each block consists of six tenements, which are approached by a
common staircase, and each tenement contains three rooms and
scullery. On the recommendation of the Housing Committee, it
was decided, in addition to electric light, that electric cooking and
heating apparatus be installed in all rooms except the living room, in
which an ** inter-oven " stove was provided. The charge made to
the tenant was fixed at the rate of one shilling per week and one
penny per unit for all electricity consumed for all purposes.

This additional proposal was sanctioned by the Ministry of
Health on condition that no part of the cost of the installation
should rank for financial assistance.

Byelaws—Houses Let in Lodgings.

The draft byelaws made by the London County Council under
section 94 of the Public Health (London) Act, 1891, as amended and
extended by Section 26 of the Housing Town Planning Act, &c.,1919,
and Section 14 of the Housing Act, 1923, were still the subject of
discussion between the County Council, Ministry of Health and the
Borough Councils at the end of 1925.*

* These Byelaws came into force March, 1926,
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A summary of the work carried out during the years 1919 to

1926 under the Housing

Acts and the nuisance clauses of the

Public Health (London) Act, 1891, is shown in the following

table :—
Total No. for the Years
Grand
1919-1920, 1921-1925. Total.
No. of cases in which notice under
section 3 of the Housing Act,
1925 (or section 28 of the
Housing Act, 1919) has been
served ... e mEs 211 622 833
Average per year ... 105-5 124-4 119
No. of cases dealt with under the
Housing Acts in which it was
not necessary to serve notices 1,578 1,556 3,134
Average per year ... 789 311-2 447 -7
* Total No. of houses dealt with
under the Housing Acts (ex-
clusive of Closing Orders) ... 1,789 2,178 3,967
Average per year ... 894 -5 4356 566+7
No. of Closing Orders made ... 11 3 14
No. of cases dealt with under the
Public Health (London) Act,
1881 ... 7,019 16,038 23,057
Average per year ... 3,509-5 3,207 -6 3,293-9
Total number of cases in
which defects were found 8,819 18,219 27.038
Average per year ... 4,409-5 3,643-8 3,862 -6
No, of cases in which it was neces-
sary for the Council’s Works
Department to enter and car
out work in default of compl-
ance by the owners with notice
under section 3 of the Housing
Act, 1925 (or section 28 of the
Housing Act, 1919) 17 66 83
£ s d £ » 4 £ s d
Cost of such work 2891 15 6 (10,199 14 2 13091 9 B

* The Housing, etc., Act, 1919, came into operation on 31st July, 1919,
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Insanitary Houses.

The following is a list of streets in the Borough in which
houses were found, on inspection, to be insanitary, and were
dealt with by the Council under the provisions of the Housing
Acts, either informally or by the service of notice under Section 28
of the Housing Act, 1919 (now Section 3 of the Housing Act, 1925),

during 1925 :—
Hauul Hr.‘uru] Houses
STREET. dealt STREET. dealt STHEET. dealt
with, with, with.
No. 1 InsTRICT.
Belfour Street ... 2 | New Road | Seymour Street... 9
Everett Street ... 1 Ponton Street ... | 13 Sterndale Road... 1
Gonsalva Road 3 Savona Street ... 1 Stockdale Road... 1
Total ;:—9 streets, 32 houses.
No. 2 InsTRICT,
Abercrombie St. | 33 | Gladstone Terrace| 2 | Sheepcote Lane 1
Alfred Street ... | 24 Landseer Street | 31 Southolm Street 1
Anerley Street... | 1 | Lockington Road | 1 | StewartsLaneW.| 1
B'sea Park Road | 1 Longhedge Street | 3 Weybridge Street 1
Berkeley Street 1 Rollo Sireet 3
Total :—14 streets, 104 houses.
No. 3 DisTRICT.
I3'sea Bridge Rd. 2 | Goulden Street... 1 Orville Road ... | 27
Bridge Road W, 1 Green Lane 3 Randall Street ... 1
Bullen Street ... | 4 Henry Street 1 Spencer Street ... 2
Castle Street ... 1 Home Road 3 | Surrey Lane ... 4
Church Road ... | 3 | Hyde Lane ... 1 Yarmouth Cotts. 1
Frances Street ... 3 Inworth Street... 4
Total :—17 streets, 65 houses.
No, 4 IMsTRICT.
Andoe Road ... 1 Latchmere Grove | 6 Rowena Crescent 5
Barmore Street 1 Lavender Road... 7 Shillington Street 2
Benfield Street... 5 Lavender Terrace | 2 Sim Street... 1
Este Road g 1 Lithgow Street... 2 Stainforth Road.. 7
Falcon Terrace... 2 Lubeck Street ... 1 Totteridge Road 1
Grant Hoad ... 1 Patience Road ... 2 Urswicke Road... | 13
Gwynne Road ... | 5 | Pearson Street... | 12 | Verona Street ... 1
Harroway Road 1 | Mantua Street ... | 1 | Wayford Street... 2
High Street .| 1 | Meyrick Road ... | 6 | Winstanley Road 2
Ingrave Street ... | 28 Newcomen Road 1 Yelverton Road.. 4
Kambala Road 1 MNewman Sireet... 2 York Road id 4
Khyber Road ... | 2
Total ;—34 streets, 133 houses.
No. 5§ DisTRICT.
Basnett Road ... | 2 | Poyntz Road ... 1 Wickersley Road 2
Beaufoy Road ... | 19 | Shirley Grove ... | 1 | Wycliffe Road ... 2
Mossbury Road 1
Total :—7 streets, 28 houses.
Mo, 6 DIsTRICT.
Didcot Street ... 1 | Maysoule Road... | 8 | Strathblaine Rd. 1
Grant Road ... | 2 | Plough Road ... | § | Tritton Street ... 1
Harbut Road ... | 2 | St JohnsHillGr, | 1 Usk Road St e
6 | Speke Road ... 1 Winstanley Road 2
5

Hope Street ... | 1
Livingstone Road | 1

otal :(—13 streets, 68 houses.
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STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31sT DECEMBER, 1925.
1. GENERAL. '

(a) Estimated enumerated population ... - 172,100
(6) General death rate .., vee 10+5 per 1,000
(¢) Death rate from tuberculosis «+. 1+16 per 1,000

(d) Infantile mortality rate ... 984 per 1,000
(¢) Number of premises used as habitations

by all classes ... . 27,848
(f) Estimated number of working-class dwelling-
houses .., o 24,956
(¢) Number of new working-class dwellings
erected ... *20
2. UnrFiT DWELLING-HoOUSES,
(A) Inspection—
(@) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected
for housing defects (under Public Health or
Housing Acts) 6,641

() Number of dwelling-houses which were
inspected and recorded under the Housing
(Inspection of District) Regulations, 1910 ... 13,355

(¢) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in
a state so dangerous or injurious to health
as to be unfit for human habitation 1

(d) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of
those referred to under the previous heading)
not found to be in all respects reasonably
fit for habitation

(B) Remedy of defects without service of formal notice—

Number of dwelling-houses rendered fit in con-

sequence of informal action by the local
authority or their officers ... ah 397

(c) Action under Statutory Powers—

(I.) Proceedings under Section 28 of the Housing,
Town Planning, etc., Act, 1919.1

(@) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of

3,289

which notices were served requiring repairs 53
() Number of dwelling-houses which were
rendered fit—
(i.) By owners ... 57

* Includes six tenements erected under Plough Road Improvement Scheme.

t Now P‘nrtQIEV. of the Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925 (S.R. & O.
860 /1925).

} Now Section 3 of the Housing Act, 1925, which came into force 1st
July, 1925, -
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Report of the Medical Officer of Health on Overcrowding.

The population of the Metropolitan Borough of Battersea, as
enumerated at the Census of 1921, was 167,739, as compared with
167,743 in 1911 and 168,907 in 1901. From these figures it would
appear that there has been a slight decline. It must be borne in
mind, however, that while this is no doubt true as regards the
Census for 1911, the decline then recorded for Battersea amounting
to -5 per cent., the lowest for the inner and middle group of Metro-
politan Boroughs, was due to the movement to the “ outer ring,”
which during the inter-censal period was such a marked feature
of the County of London returns. At the census of 1921 the
enumeration which was planned to have been taken on the 24th
April was, because of the industrial unrest prevailing, postponed
until the 19th June following. Owing to the remarkably fine
weather prevailing during the summer of that year, the holiday
movement started earlier than usual, and this was reflected in the
population statistics for the country generally, It was necessary,
therefore, as explained in the preliminary report of the Registrar-
General, to make an adjustment of the enumerated figures for differ-
ent areas. So far as London is concerned, the adjustment was
small, the estimate of the resident population being only 9 per
1,000 in excess of the census figure in each of the Metropolitan
Boroughs. The revised figure, as estimated the Registrar-
General for Battersea, was 169,200, showing a slight excess over the
figures for the previous census returns,

It is evident, therefore, that the population of Battersea for
the past two decades has remained stationary, and that, having
regard to the fact that within the Borough boundaries there remains
no building land available, there is, therefore, no further opportunity
for expansion. This is not wholly a matter for regret, the density
of population as measured by the number of persons per acre, i.e.,
78, being, in my opinion, already greater perhaps than is desirable,
and when contrasted with other Metropolitan Boroughs, especially
its next door neighbour, Wandsworth, with its density of 17 persons
per acre, the comparison is interesting and instructive.

In considering the housing question in relation to housing and
overcrowding it will be of interest to give a few of the princi
features of the census returns for the County of London and for
Battersea.

In view of its vital importance at the present time, this side
of the census inquiry was very carefully organised in advance, and
the result is that particulars are available giving number and type
of buildings, the number of structurally separate dwellings, of rooms
in dwellings, of private families occupying them, and of persons
in families. The term “ structurally separate dwelling ”' is defined
as any room or set of rooms having separate access either to a street
or to a common landing or staircase.
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For the county as a whole, with regard to the proportion of
families to structurally separate dwellings, it is shown that while
the number of families has increased by 9-5 per cent. during the
decennium, the growth in the number of occupied dwellings has
been at less than half of this rate, i.e,, 4:1 per cent. As a result
the average number of families per occupied dwelling has increased
from 1-51 in 1911 to 1-59 in 1921. At the same time the number
of empty dwellings has decreased from 47,260 to 18,969, a decline
of 28,291. It should be noted, however, that these figures include
both unoccupied dwellings and those merely empty throngh the
temporary absence of the occupiers.

The excess of 1921 ratio of 1-59 over the 1911 ratio of 1-51
is approximately equivalent to a deficiency of 36,000 dwellings.
This number is small in comparison with the total number of
dwellings (nearly 300,000) which are at present shared by two
or more famili

Analysing the dwellings occupied by private families according
to the number of rooms contained in them, the table shows that
18 per cent. contained three rooms or less, 27-2 per cent. four to
five rooms, 42-3 per cent. six to eight rooms, and 12-4 per cent.
nine rooms or more. The average number of rooms per structurally
separate dwelling in the county is 5-85.

In the County of London the average size of families has been
reduced from 4-15 persons in 1911 to 3-79 persons in 1921—a drop
of 9 per cent. This reduction is not local, and may be expected to
be disclosed for other parts of England and Wales.

It is pointed out that while the reduction in the size of families
may not abate the demands of individual families for separate
dwellings, it obviously justifies a review of the general position
by reference to the requirements of families in point of accommoda-
tion, It is shown that whereas the average size of families has
dropped by about 9 per cent., the average unit of occupation has
decreased from 3-56 rooms per family in 1911 to 3:38 in 1921, a
decrease of only about 5 per cent., with the consequence that the
average number of occupied rooms per person has improved from
-88 in 1911 to -91 in 1921. Disregarding, therefore, difference in
type of accommodation and size of rooms (on which the census
returns are of course silent), the London population is, on a general
average of rooms per person, less densely housed than in 1911.

Further evidence of improvement is also given by a comparison
of families living under the “ overcrowded " condition of two or
more persons per room. The number of private families each livin
more than two persons per room was 110,495 (i.e., 161 per cent.
in 1921, compared with 121,591 (i.e., 17-8 per cent.) in 1911. The
population in such families was 683,488 in 1921 and 758,439 in 1911.

Some further examination of the ““ rooms per person ' ratio,
it is noted, is, however, necessary before the general average can
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be utilised as a basis for the consideration of housing conditions in
any given area. The actual unit of distribution is neither the person
r.'m the one side nor the room on the other, since in practice it is

ys a grou i of persons, classified in the census as a “ private
fam:ly " who share in common a group of rooms here denominated
the “ unit of occupation.” Hence the ratio of rooms to persons,
while forming a simple basis of comparison, is incomplete as a
measure of conditions relating not to the individual, but to the
family as a composite whole ; and it is to the movements in the
size and accommodation of families that attention must be directed
for a more definite knowledge of the changes in the standards of
housing.

The inferior condition of housing in London, as compared with
other large towns or of England and Wales as a whole, is shown by
a table (VI.) giving the average number of rooms per person for
each size of family. The position in the towns in 1911 was gener-
all slightly worse than that of the whole country ; but in the case

ndon in 1911 the densities stood at a lower level for the smaller
Iarmlu:s while the comparison was noticeably unfavourable to the
county for all families of 10 persons or less.

The columns in the table showing the densities in London for
1911 and 1921 provide sume expression of the changes in housing
conditions in the county during the past decade. It is shown that
it is only in families numbering one or two persons, where the density
was already lowest, that an improvement has been recorded, while
a deterioration has taken place for all other sizes of families, in-
cluding the larger families whose density was already approaching
the region of overcrowding.

Dealing with housing in the Metropolitan Boroughs, the
report shows that with regard to external characteristics, the
most diverse types of distribution are found in the City and
in Woolwich respectivelv. In the latter 89 per cent. of the
dwellings are private houses, while in the former 67 per cent.
are attached to, or form part of, business premises. Flats,
tenements, etc., predominate in Heolborn (61 per cen!.),
Westminster (43 per cent.), and St. Marylebone (44 per cent.)
They are also numerous in Finsbury (42 per cent.), Southwark
(40 per cent.), and Chelsea (39 per cent.). In respect of room
accommodation Hampstead claims the first place with a general
average of 7-96 rooms per dwelling, while immediately following
are Paddington (7-53), Kensington (7-09), Stoke Newington (6-73),
and St. Pancras (6-57). At the other end of the scale the Gity
stands lowest (3-70), followed by Holborn (4-35), and the Eastern
Boroughs—Bethnal Green (4-49), Southwark (4-52), Finsbury
(4:67), Bermondsey (4-80), and Shoreditch (4-82).

Measured in terms of families per dwelling, housing pressure
might appear to be greatest in St. Pancras, where there are on an
average 2-3 families to each dwelling, and where only 17-6 per
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cent. of the families are in undivided occupation of separate dwel-
lings. Islington is the only other borough with more than two
families per dwelling (2-12) on the average. In both boroughs,
however, the dwellings are larger and the families smaller than in
the rest of the county, the combination of these factors improving
their relative positions as evidenced by the ratio of rooms to
persons.

The average size of families in the several Boroughs varies from
4-26 to 3- 12 persons, The biggest are found in the poorer boroughs
in the following order : Stepney (4:26 persons per family), Poplar
(4-19), Bethnal Green (4-14), Greenwich (4-10), and Bermondsey
(4:08) ; the smallest is Holborn (3-12), City (3-31), Westminster
(3-31), St. Marylebone (3-33), Paddington (3-43), and St. Pancras
(3-45). In every Borough the families of 1921 are smaller than
they were in 1911, the reductions varying from about 6 per cent.
to 14 per cent. As compared with 1911, the density figure shows
an improvement in every borough with the exception of Greenwich,
Hammersmith and Stoke Newington.

The particulars contained in the Census Returns relating to
buildings, dwellings, rooms and families in Battersea as compared
with the County of London will next be found of interest.

The total number of structurally separate occupied dwellings
in the Borough according to the recent census is 27,191, containing
157,323 occupied rooms, with an average of -96 rooms per person.

The buildings are classified into five different groups as
follows :—

I. Undivided private houses - 21,211
II. Structurally divided houses 724
11I. Flats, tenements, &c. 3,518
IV. Shops - 2,144
V. Others, including shops, factories, workshops,
wash-houses, public institutions, places of
worship, amusements, &c. ... 117

27,714

Of the nine institutions containing dwellings the population
at date of census was 2,778.

The number of unoccupied dwellings was 523 containing 2,863
rooms.

Analysing the dwellings occupied by private families in Batter-
sea, it is shown that slightly more than half the total dwellings
(15,297) contain six to eight rooms, 8,648 four to five rooms, 1,931
one to three rooms, and 1,740 have nine or more rooms.
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In Battersea the average size of families is shown as 3-82 in
1921, as compared with 4-17 in 1911, the corresponding figures for
the county being 3-79 and 4-15 respectively. The total number
of private families is 42,988. There are 3,899 families of one person
8,755 of two persons, 9,511 of three persons. There are 931 families
of ten or more persons, and 10 of fifteen or over. In the latter group
there is one family of fifteen persons occupying three rooms.

The return of the dwellings occupied by private families in
Battersea shows there are 11,385 (about 25 per cent.), families living
in three rooms, 9,958 (22-3 per cent.) living in four rooms (approxi-
mately half the private families occupying three or four rooms).
Twenty-five per cent. of the families occupy one or two rooms, and
the remaining 25 per cent. occupy five or more rooms. The census
returns further show that there has been a marked increase during
the decade in the number of families occupying less than five rooms
each. In 1911, 70-4 per cent. of families were living in less than
five rooms each, while in 1921 the number of families occupying
four rooms or less was 75-3 per cent. of the total families.

The average density in Battersea, as measured by the number
of rooms per person (a more reliable index of overcrowding) is -96,
and is exactly equal to the average for the county. The density
varies, as might be expected, in the different wards, ranging from
*73 in Winstanley Ward to 1-4 in Broomwood. Following Win-
stanley, Nine Elms Ward shows next highest density (-78), and then,
in decreasing ratio, Church (-82), Park (-88), Latchmere (-90), and
Shaftesbury (-97).

It will be noted, therefore, that a comparison of the census
returns for 1921 for the county and for Battersea shows that, taken
as a whole, overcrowding, while not so acute as in some of the
Eastern Boroughs, nevertheless exists, but is, in the main, confined
to the lower wards and to a varying degree in these wards.

Particulars relating to house inspections cartied out during
1922-23 of nearly 1,000 houses in North-West and East Battersea
are of interest in their bearing on the existence and extent of the
overcrowding at present prevailing in certain areas of the Borough.
Taking the * rooms per person ' ratio, the density is found on these
1,000 houses to be -74 rooms per person, which is about equal to
that in the Winstanley Ward as recorded in the census returns.

There is little doubt, therefore, that the housing question is
still very acute in the Borough. It is difficult on existing data to
compare the conditions recorded in other Metropolitan Boroughs
with those prevailing in Battersea. For example, in Finsbury the
- deficiency of rooms is shown to be greatest, but, on the other hand,

the numger of private families of one person each is greatest in that
borough'.  Again, it has been already mentioned that in St. Pancras
and Islington where the housing pressure measured by terms of
families per dwelling might appear to be heaviest, the dwellings
are larger and the families smaller than in the rest of the county.
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It is interesting to note that in order to simplify the comparison
sug%estad by the density of distribution, and to obtain an index
of the aggregate effect of the intercensal variation, the 1911 ratios
have been applied to the families of various sizes returned in 1921
for London, with a view to ascertaining the number of rooms which
would have been required in 1921 according to the 1911 ratios,
the comparisons, as before, being limited to families living in one
to nine rooms only.

The result is, that for the number of families of different sizes
returned in 1921, 3,754,500 rooms would have been required to
maintain the London 1911 ratios for families of these respective
sizes. This number exceeds the actual number of rooms returned
in 1921 (3,696,142) by 58,400 representing 1:6 per cent. on the

latter figure.

The conclusions to be drawn from an analysis of the housing
conditions in Battersea from the data supplied in the recent census
returns and from the results of a survey of a large number of houses

in the Borough, are :—

1. That, taking the Borough, as a whole, the conditions as to
housing are fairly comparable to the average of those for

the County of London.

2. That it is difficult to make a comparison as regards housing
conditions in the Borough with other individual Metro-

politan Boroughs.

3. That in the lower wards of the Borough there is ample
evidence of housing insufficiency, giving rise in certain
areas to serious congestion and overcrowding.

4. That, although in Battersea, as elsewhere, there has been a
marked decrease in the size of families during the inter-
censal period, leading to an improvement in the unit of
accommodation, this improvement has only effected the
small family group of one or two persons. Thus, as the
census report shows, although, as compared with 1911,
more of the population is now grouped in the smaller
families housed at a density, e.g., of over one room per

rson, and less in the larger families housed below that
standard, the redistribution has been accompanied by a
lowering of the 1911 density standards for families of
every size save those of one or two persons.

Finally, it is only necessary to point to the statement in the
report as to the inferior character of housing in London as compared
with that of other large towns or of England and Wales as a whole
to show that the housing conditions in certain areas of Battersea
are little better than the worst in some of the Eastern Beroughs.
The survey prepared by the Council in 1919 and submitted to the
Ministry of Health, infer alia, estimated the housing insufficiency
in the Borough at 500 houses, The results of the census returns
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existing in the total houses in their respective Wards, and with a
view to ascertaining whether this assumption could be sustained,
both as regards the individual Wards and the Borough. The results
showed that the percentages of the different standards of accommo-
dation, although varying within a relatively wide range in individual
Wards, agreed fairly closely with those obtaining throughout the
Borough calculated g‘nm the number of families in the census returns
found to be living under similar conditions.

The next table gives similar details as to families in relation to
accommodation :—

Estimated Number of Private Families
Mo, of i each Ward (based on house-to-house Average No. of
Total | Famulies | Inspection) having accommodation per Persons per Family,
Ward. No. of in person.
Families. | Houses
LN PR N A
. +] . i while
o OIS, TOGINS, FOMITIS, o ouses. | Ward,
| 5,484 42 562 1,715 1,474 2,733 44 4-2
{B'l;gg {26-4) (22-7) (42-2)
2 4,618 441 1 1,074 a0l 1,634 4-4 3-9
(21-8) (23-3 {19-5) (35 4)
3 5,08 106 480 1 1,201 2,067 4-1 3-7
(8-4) (26-4) (23 6) (40-6)
4 4,023 ] dus fal 1,050 1,574 4-9 3-8
{101y {24-7) {26+ 1 (39 1)
& 4,566 258 265 Bl4 1,11 P Ty 4-0 3-9
{5+ {17+8) (244 {52-0)
6 4,850 142 G 752 1,60 1,844 50 4-2
(13-4) {15-5) m‘ml; mj-gg
7 1,972 64 154 49 3-8
(7-8) {20- 4} (35-9) (35-9) .
] 5,641 24 - — 470 5,171 3-5 3-3
Eﬂﬁ 91-7)
] 5,740 45 — ) 4,783 31 3-5
(6-2) {10-5) {83-3)
Borough 42,988 1,304 3,523 7455 8,123 22,887 4-36 382
Percentage of| total famillies .. | (818 | (17-34) | (21-22) | (53-25)

Nore.—The figures in brackets are tne percentages calealated on the number of families living
in the houses inspected in the respective Wards,

In the above table details are shown of the percentages of the
families living in the inspected houses in similar conditions as those
recorded in the previous table with regard to room accommodation.
These percen were similarly applied to the total families in
each of the Wards. The results showed a relatively close cor-
respondence with the totals for the Borough as shown in the next
table calculated from Census data.

The following percentages have been calculated from informa-
tion extracted from Table 11 of Census Report, 1921 (Part 1).

No. of No. of N, of No, of Mo, of
Families Families Families Families Families
Total No. with under with 3 and with +5 and with *7 and with 1 room
ot Families + 3 rooms undef + 5 uniler +7 under 1 or more per
in Borough. PET persan, rooms  per TS Per ro0imn per T person,
42,988 23 | 2154 7,821 11,918 20,622
7 r”I ke {18-19) (27-72) (47-88)




124

It will be seen that these percentages show a fairly close ap-
proximation with those in the table above, the principal variations
being in the last two groups.

The inference to be drawn from the study of these tables would
appear to support the conclusions arrived at in the Report as a
result of inspections of houses and of the conditions known to exist
in other areas of the Borough.

CHUTER v. WOODING.
Report of the Medical Officer of Haalt!:.

The defendant, a local tradesman, was summoned under
Section 6 of the Sale of Food and Drugs Act, 1875, at the instance
of the Borough Council for selling an article of food for human
consumption—to wit, Fairy Cakes—which contained boron pre-
servative expressed as Boric Acid to the extent reported by the
Public Analyst of 24-5 grains per lb.

After a protracted hearing the case was dismissed, the Magis-
trate (Mr. T. Scanlan) holding that the presence of the boron pre-
servative in the quantity found on analysis was not, mixed with
food, injurious to health.

An application for costs against the Borough Council was
refused by the Court, the Magistrate stating that the prosecution
was very properly brought by the Council and was in the publlc
interest.

It will be of interest to remind the Health Committee of the
circumstances in which these proceedings were instituted.

In the fourth quarter of 1923, a summons was issued against a
tradesman in the borough for selling sponge cakes reported by the
Public Analyst to contain 238 grains of boric acid per Ib. of cakes.
A conviction was obtained and the seller was fined £2 and £1 1s. 0d.
costs.

As a result, probably, of this conviction it became evident
that the sale of the cheaper varieties of sponge cake in Battersea
had declined and that the use of one of the principal ingredients,
liquid egg, which contains a considerable quantity of boron pre-
servative, had been prohibited, owing to an arrangement made by
the Bakers' Allied Trades Association, after discussion with the
Ministry of Health. Under this arrangement, the Association had,
in 1923, resolved that its members should sign a bond that in
future the sale of liquid whole egg should be under the following
conditions :—
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(1) Sale only to be made on the understanding that liquid
whole egg must not be used in the manufacture of sponge
fingers, sponge biscuits and 1}d., 1d. and 2d. sponge cakes.

(2) That all invoices should bear a statement to the buyer that
liquid egg must not be used in the manufacture of sponge
fingers and 14d., 1d. and 2d. plain sponge cakes.

The effect of these resolutions was, infer alia, conveyed to
Sanitary Authorities by a circular (381) issued by the Ministry of
Health on the 20th March, 1923. In the circular referred to atten-
tion was drawn to the object of this trade arrangement, viz., that
the varieties of sponge cakes were those most likely to be used by
infants and invalids, and that, if effect were given to the decision
of the Trade Association, the danger of the presence of excessive
preservatives in cake would be substantially reduced. Local
Authorities, it was further pointed out, would, of course, be able,
as at present, to take proceedings under Sec. 3 or Sec. 6 of the Sale
of Food and Drugs Acts, 1875, when they considered that the
amount of boric acid found in a sample of cake (whether within the
scope of the Association’s Resolution or not) was excessive.

In July and August of 1924, a series of informal samples was
taken of a variety of cake which enquiries had elicited was being
sold in place of the cheaper kinds of sponge cakes. The reports
of the Public Analyst of the results of his analyses of these samples
(13) shewed that eleven contained boric acid varying from 4-2 to
24 -5 grains per Ib. of cake, and that two were free from this or other
preservative. Two of the adulterated samples contained 24-3
grains per lb. of cake and formal samples were subsequently taken
from the sellers. In one case the quantity of the preservative
present was still the same (24-5 grains per 1b.) but in the other the
amount found on analysis was only about half that present in the
informal sample.

These facts were duly reported to the Health Committee and
proceedings were ordered by them in respect of the formal sample
containing 24-5 grains, a summons being served upon the local
tradesman from whom the sample was purchased by the Food
Inspector.

- The case was taken up by the Trade Association, whose
solicitors applied to the Council to have the summons adjourned
sine die to await the report of the Departmental Committee ap-
pointed by the Ministry of Health to enquire into the use of pre-
servatives which it was expected would soon be issued. The
Committee agreed to this request.

The Departmental Committee’s report was issued in November,
1924, and, infer alia, definitely recommended that boric acid should
be prohibited for use as a preservative in human food.



On the issue of the Departmental Committee’s Report, the case
was restored by order of the Committee. On the application of
the defendant’s solicitors, the third portion of the sample was
submitted to the Government Analyst, who reported the quantity
of boric acid found by him on analysis to be 20-3 grains per Ib.

Counsel for the prosecution (Mr. Done) contended that the
quantity of boric acid present in these cakes was excessive and
injurious to health, especially in the case of invalids and of children,
by whom these cakes were commonly consumed, and that they were
further to the prejudice of the purchaser in that the cakes were
sold without a disclosure of the presence of the chemical preserva-
tive. Medical evidence in support of the Council’s case was given
by Professor Kenwood and by the Medical Officer of Health.

The defendant was represented by Sir H. Curtis Bennett, K.C.,
and Mr. Frampton. Medical evidence for the defence was given
by Dr. Panton, Professor of Clinical Pathology, London Hospital,
who stated that, in his opinion, the amount of boric acid present in
these cakes mixed with food was not injurious to health.

The Magistrate, in giving his decision, appeared to have been
influenced by two points, (a) that the ingredients used in the
manufacture of these cakes, including the liquid egg and the
margarine, both of which contain boric acid, were obtained in the
ordinary course of commerce, and (b) that no special case was
shown in evidence where any adult or child had suffered injury
to health by eating cakes such as these. He therefore accepted
the medical evidence given for the defence.

The case is of much interest having regard to the circumstances
surrounding the taking of these samples of fairy cakes, and to the
recommendations in the Departmental Committee's report as to
the prohibition of preservative, including boric acid, in food. The
decision of the Court in this case serves mainly to emphasise one of
the recommendations, viz., that relating to the need for legislation
or regulations prohibiting or limiting the use of preservatives, &c.,
which would be binding on the Courts in proceedings taken under
the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts. The present position admittedly
is highly unsatisfactory to all concerned, the Authority, the Trade
and the Consumer. It is to be hoped, therefore, that the draft
regulations made by the Ministry of Health, which are intended to
implement the recommendations of the Departmental Committee's
Report, will be found, when issued with Statutory authority to local
Authorities, to remove the administrative difficulties at present
associated with proceedings under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts.

(Signed) G. QUIN LENNANE,
Sth April, 1925. Medical Officer of Health.
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TABLE 1III,
CAUSES OF, AND AGES AT, DEATH DURING THE YEAR 1925.

NeTT DEATHS AT SUBJOINED AGES oF * RESIDENTS" WHETHER gg
OCCURRING WITHIN OR WITHOUT THE LMSTRICT. 5 1
a*fﬁ
S
CAUSES OF DEATH. g= £
an | oa 12 | 25 | 545 | 1525 | 2545 | 4565 | es anﬂ‘,é
Ages. year. years, Vears. Y. YEATS. VeArs. years ufm‘ hiig
1. Enteric Fever ... 1 o : 1 2
2. Small-pox . .
3. Measles ... 4 = 2 2 2
4. Scarlet Fever ... 8 5 2 1 - e
5. Whooping-cough | 20 11 7 2 iy 19
6. Diphtheria 10 3 4 3
7. Influenza el 35 5 9 2 5 15 12 20
8. Encephalitis
Lethargica ... 2 1 1 4
9. Meningococcal
Meningitis ... 3
10. Tuberculosis of
Respiratory
System . 156 | 1 & 37 54 41 6 119
11. Uther'ruberculuus
Disease .. s | 43 3 1 5 9 11 10 4 41
12. Cancer ... 236 e 1 P 17 100 118 218
13, Rheumatic Fever 4 : : 3 A 1 1
14. Diabetes... P e ; 1 9 7 10
15. Cereb:q H=zm-
orrhagé, etc. 80 e 1 5 22 52 88
16. Heart Disease ...J 335 3 12 17 83 220 333
17. Arterio-Sclerosis 51 - 1 7 43 15
18. Bronchitis ... 148 10 3 2 5 36 a2 53
19. Pneumonia [a.li
forms A 107 30 7 11 4 15 24 16 73
20. Other eaplra.tor_-,r
Diseases o 14 1 2 3 8 13
. Ulcer of Stnmach
or Duodenum ...|] 24 I 1 3 14 4 25
22 Diarrheea, &c. ...J 21 14 2 g 1 2 sni 2 7
23. A pl:ndm:tls and
hlitis 7 2 3 2 15
24. Cirrhosis of Lurer 3 ; - 1 2 8
25. Acute and Chmmr;
Nephritis ...] 56 =S 3 5 5 20 23 49
26. Puerpcralﬁcpsls 3 3 5
27. Other diseases of
3 3 i (3]
28. Cm:ngemtaf Debil-
ity and Malform-
ation, Premature
Birth ... BR BS g 42
29, Suicide ... 15 | 2 g9 3 4
30. Other Deaths fmm
Violence .1 49 2 1 4 8 12 11 11 61
31. Other Dcﬁned
Diseases, . 252 27 5 & 7 12 27 58 120 251
32. Causes ill- deﬁmsd
or unknown 2 & 2
All Ca M. | 911 118 15 23 26 51 107 254 317 |7785
s {F. go4 | 68 | 18 | 15 | 24 | 42 | 98 |207 | 424 | 702
ToTaLs L. 1805 186 31 38 50 93 205 461 741 1487
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TABLE I1Ia.
Cavusies oF DEATH DURING FIve YEars, 1921-5.
Mean
1821, 1822, 1823, 1924. 1825 1921-a
CAUSES OF DEATH. Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate Rate
No, No No, Mo, No. No. r
ol Hﬂ:mn of Mill:.’ll::-n of Hmrim: ol Hﬁﬁrm of Hﬁfm of illion
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1. Enteric Fever 1 & 1 (] 1 <] 2 12 1 & 12 bbb
2. Small-pox — —_ -— = 1 [ o = s = 02 1:2
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4. Scarlet Fever . [c] 35 13 77 [ a5 a IR 8 46 7:2 42-2
5. -cough 30 177 2 130 16 B4 17 ] 20 116 21-0 123-2
6. Di Erla - B3 a7z 58 343 34 196 25 146 |11 bt A8 -6
7. Influenza e 45 266 110 B0 31 1852 84 481 {5 2089 612 a59-8
B. Encephalitis
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8. Menngococeal
Meningitis ... a 18 1 ] 2 12 a 18 -— -— 1-8 10-8
10. Tuberculosis  of
Respiratory
System 170 | 1,004 171 | 1,010 1349 Bl5 153 895 156 QM 157-8 | 928-0
11. ﬂthr_r‘l‘uhu-cmm
Disease 46 272 34 201 36 21 a7 216 43 250 38-2 i
12. Cancer 189 | 1,117 225 | 1,330 | 242 | 1,408 ] 231 | 1,351 236 | 14972 | 224-8 |1,317-8
13. Rheumatic FI'H'EI' i 30 13 77 6 as 7 41 4 2a 70 41-2
14. Diabetes . s 10 59 13 77 1] 59 a 53 17 B 11-8 68 4
15. Cerebral  Ham-
orrhage, elc. ... 87 514 £l 532 81 534 75 438 80 465 B4:6 | 496-6
18. Heart Discase ... 200 | 1,767 | 365 | 2,157 | 334 | 1,858 | 348 | 2,035 335 | 1,847 336-2 | 1,672-8
17. Arterio-Sclerosis... 44 2 42 248 a5 205 54 e 51 296 45-2 265-0
18. Bronchitis 137 B0 167 Qg7 133 T8 183 | 1,070 148 Hi 153-6 | 801-4
19. Poeumonia  (all
forms) 156 822 (] aua 10M) 586 158 S30 107 522 1382 BllE
20, Other Rnpln:my
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2l Uleer of ‘-:sl-um-u::h .
or Duodenum, ., 15 W i 130 s 135 19 111 o 140 2006 121-0
22, Diarrhoea, &c. ... 71 420 32 189 a2 187 24 141 HA | 122 ’G-ﬂ- 211-8
23, Apgemli-:jtin and
15 B 5 1] 8 47 13 76 7 41 G- i SE-6
4. {‘.lrrhuuu of Liver 13 rii 14 B3 8 47 11 64 3 17 a8 a7-8
25, Acute and Chronic
Nephritis e 55 3z5 &3 anz 55 3x2 53 310 56 25 S+ 4 a30-8
268. Puerperal Sepsis 4 24 3 I8 - — 4 23 3 17 2-8 164
27. Other diseases of
Pregnancy ... 10 58 8 a5 10 59 &+ P a i7 68 39-8
28. Congenital Debi-
ty and Maltorm-
auon, Fremtuw :
Birth 105 44 1) 501 72 422 77 450 H= 511 892 523-8
. Suicide ... 8 47 11 85 21 123 18 105 15 87 14-6 854
3}1 ﬂ-l.hﬂ Dﬂllhﬂ- imm
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31. Omu' Duﬁ.m-d
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or unknown ... - —_ —_ —_ —_— — 1 6 2 12 6 a8
All Causes i”' 1,012 | 12,788 01,131 |14,255 | 930 (11,625 | 980 (12334 | 911 [ 11,288 | 8846 | 12,448
F. 1,048 | 11,677 |1, 12,197 809 | 10,033 31,029 111,331 894 | 8,782 | 995-2 | 11,004
Torans 2060 | 12,175 |2,227 | 13,162 1,839 | 10,780 2,018 | 11,801 1,805 | 10,488 | 1.989-8 (11,681
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TABLE 1IV.
InFanT MORTALITY, 1925.

under 1 year.

CAUSES OF DEATH.

AGE PERIODS.

24
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Whooping Cough ...
Diphtheria & Croup...
Influenza ...
Erysipelas ...
Meningococcal Menin-
gitis

Pulmonary Tuberculosis |...

Tuberculous Meningitis
Other Tuberculous

Disease ... o
Bronchitis ...
Pnenmonia ga.ll forms)
Pulmon Congestion
Dlarrhaea::y& Eﬁﬁﬁﬁs
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waE e e waw l EEE (R CEE - 2 - sumlass spsless sswlsss me 2
BaE l waw l+1r assfesse susfess ssafleas ﬂi—-- swalsss sEslsss sewfss - - 2
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TABLE IV.—(contd.)
INFANT MoRTALITY, 1925,
Nett Deaths from stated causes at various ages under 1 vyear.

AGE PERIODS.
Wesks, Months,

CAUSES OF DEATH, | Under| . e e

hours. | davs. 4 under

12 23 | 34 Jweeks.] 13 | 36 | 66 | 912 | 1 year
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TABLE IV.—(contd.)
INFANT MorTALITY, 1925,
Nett Deaths from stated causes at various ages under 1 year.

AGE PERIODS.
Weaks, Maonths
CAUSES OF DEATH. | Under| 17 L . —
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Erysipelas ... LRI SRR i B (g ] [ seafliie craflins | nanfons s B i il
Meningococcal Menin-
gitis... AR | L L 5 (T o O | [yl i | (Nl MR ¥ P I I
PulmonaryTuberculosis i ATy it [ e e e S e S (R S ; i i
Tuberculous Menin-
gitis ey, i TR G s BRI Sl ¥ RIS T8 i POV | IR, (g
Other Tuberculous
Diseass PRIEES LM Er B MU | [N (SR e s PR PEEN] 1L I R |
Bronchitis ... R =ty SRR Ml Sl ORISR o et R S = | T e 1 ..
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TABLE IV.—(contd.)

Nett Deaths from stated causes at various ages under 1 year.
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Accident ; A SPRRCTY T o R TTT TTRE LT (TTITT T T e PR | YR M 1 -5
Other Causes 1. | Tl ignn -0 | B | 2 1... 1|18 118 4 6-4
18 717 12/ 9 6|10 21 5§ 3§59 30417 820 11{10 HFIE 114118 6811000
Totals ... 29 15 I 12 B B0 | 25 | 3 18 | 23 186 —_
Percentage of Total ...1 13:4] 15:6 3 1164 I 4:3 147:81 13-4! 16-7! 9-7 | 12-41 1000 | —
M. 63-49;
F. 36-6%
Nett Births in the year. Nett Deaths in the year (Infants
under 1 year).
Legitimate. Megitimate, Total. Legi timate. Ilegitimate. Total,
M. .. 1,620 57 1,677 112 6 118
F., 1,458 49 1,507 62 G B8
Totals .. 3,078 106 3,184 174 12 186
















