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PuBrLic HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
Towns HaLr,
CamMBERWELL, S.E.5.
18th July, 1938.

To His Worship the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Metropolitan Borough of Camberwell.

Me. MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS,

I have the honour to present to you my Annual Report on the
health and sanitary condition of the Borough for the year 1937.

This report has been prepared on the lines indicated by the
Minister of Health in Circular 1657.

The population of the Borough in common with most other
Metropolitan Boroughs continues to decrease. This decrease is
accentuated by a low birth rate.

During the year the health of the Borough continued to be
satisfactory, The birth rate was 14-08, the death rate 12-83 per
1,000 of the population and the infantile mortality rate 58 per
thousand live births compare favourably with London as a whole

The incidence of infectious disease gave no cause for concern.

Progress in slum clearance operations, the building of a new
Disinfecting and Cleansing Station at Peckham Park Road Depot,
and the extension of the maternity and child welfare scheme, are
events in 1937 to be noted with satisfaction.

Dr. William Brand, the Council’s Tuberculosis Officer, retired
on superannuation during the yvear and Dr. C. F. Price was appointed
Tuberculosis Officer and Deputy Medical Officer of Health to
succeed him.

The work associated with the Public Health Service of this
Borough continues to increase and the staff deserve praise for the
willing and competent manner in which they have assisted me in

maintaining a high level of efficiency. It is a pleasure to extend
my thanks to them.

Once again I wish to express my appreciation to the members
of the Council, especially the Chairman and Members of the Public
Health and the Maternity and Child Welfare Committees, for the
support and consideration they have shown me throughout the
year,

Your obedient Servant,
H. W. BARNES, Medical Officer of Health.

A
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Sampling Officer—Food and Drugs, elc., Acts,

G. T. Dewey. ¢
Food Inspector,
R. F. Nash. a
Health Visitors.
Miss A. M. Stoddart. f Miss A. H. Mitchell. e Miss W, Higgins. e
Miss J. Finlayson. e Miss M. 1. Hughes. ¢

Child Life Protection Visitor,
Miss N. G. Cooke, &

Chief Clerk.
F. T. Harman.
Clerks.
H. J. Hurst S. F. Hislam.
8. A. Cranfield A, E. Pooley.
A. J. Carly. R. G. Goodbody
Miss M. L. Thumpmn R. C. Sweet.
R. A. Davies. E. Harvey.
Miss E. M. Watkin. T. H. Blackman (Temporary).

Miss L. Brandt (Temporary).

Tuberculosis Health Visitors.
Miss M. Thistleton. y Miss F. M. Whitney, A  Miss H. E. L. Turner, s

Clerks . . £ . Mrs, J. M. Leonard (Secretary Tuberculosis
Care Cnmmlttm], Mrs. J. M. Riome
D “{Tel?‘lp]gmrﬂ
ispenser ... «ss Mrs iggs (Temporary).
Porter . William J. Cripps.

Disinfecting and Cleansing Stations,
Superintendent Disinfector... A. Franklin,
Assistants ... -+» J. Conner, A. Thomas, R. J. Hodgson and
J. Sawyer, J. Ledwidge (motor driver),
W. Marchant (Temporary).

Women Assistants.
Mrs. D. Farmer (Temporary). Mrs, E. Payton (Temporary).

Mortuary Keeper.
W. R. Mottram.

a Gﬂrtiﬁr:-lh SBanitary Inspectors’ Examlnation Board and Meat and Other Foods

b Gert:lﬂc.atn Sanitary Inspectors’ Examination Board,
¢ Royal Sanitary Institute Certificate.
d General Training Certificate; C.M.B., Health Visitors' ﬂert.lﬁuh Royal Sanitary
Institute ; Maternity and Child Welfare Certificate Royal Eﬂ.ﬂ]h.l?' tute.
e gﬂmrﬂ Training Certificate : C.M.B. : Royal Sanitary Institute {Nﬂrl Health Visitors'
J Health Visitors® Certificate :B.ara.! Banitary Institute ; C.M.B,
f .]iinﬂl!trﬁt‘lﬁru? i{}ert;l.ﬂulh:ﬂo mﬂnﬁ:ul;ltura ut%:!utrcg ﬂuitl}lﬁTt:lll.hIedlml and 8 1
£ ¥
Nurs| Tullmuﬂmls Nurses' 'I“Jertllg:lte. -

i Certificate ; C.M.B., Health Visitors’ and Tuberculosis Certificate,
Hoyal Sanitary Institute,
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Social Conditions including the Chief Industries
carried on in the Borough.

Camberwell is a district of South-east London and is one of
the largest of the Metropolitan Boroughs. In outline it is pear-
shaped, its maximum length and breadth being 4} and 2} miles
respectively and covers an area of 4,480 acres.

The southern part of the Borough is populated mainly by the
professional and clerical sections of the community, while in the
centre and northern districts the inhabitants are of the artisan
class. In these districts the industries of the Borough are concen-
trated, viz., gas, engineering, printing, timber and laundry trades.
The principal industry in the area is the South Metropolitan Gas
Co.’s undertaking in Old Kent Road.

The largest open spaces are situated in that part of the Borough
south of Peckham Road, and in the more densely populated districts
in the north and north-west divisions there are comparatively few
small open spaces accessible to the inhabitants of these areas.

In recent years, the Council has been extremely active in
endeavouring to secure further open spaces in those parts of the
Borough where they are most needed, and in developing existing
parks, gardens and open spaces under their control.

Population.

The resident population of the Borough at the middle of 1937
was estimated by the Registrar-General to be 224,800 persons,
26,494 fewer than the number ascertained at the Census in 1931.

WARD DENSITY OF POPULATION TABLE.
|

| Estimated

-~ Population Estimated Density of

Ward. Acreage. | Census, 1931. Population Population
Mid-1937. Mid-1937.

(Persons per acre)

1 125 14,480 12,963 103-7
2 83 13,016 11,645 1370
3 132 | 13,189 11,801 89-4
1 104 14,922 13,351 128-4
0 99 14,421 12,802 130-3
B 124 12,024 10,757 86-7
T 164 14,672 13,126 80-0
8 124 14,274 12,771 103-0
9 144 14,888 13,321 92-5
10 111 7,700 6,880 62-1
11 137 10,833 9,602 70-7
12 117 12,496 11,180 956
13 531 11,022 0,861 18-6
14 129 10,485 9,379 127
15 247 12,234 10,945 44-3
16 165 13,719 12,275 T4-4
17 228 13,861 12,372 54-3
18 451 - 16,797 15,029 33-3
19 535 12,123 10,846 19-5
20 708 4,129 3,605 5-2
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Extracts from Vital Statistics of the Year.
Total. M. F. &
e Legitimate 3,029 1,577 1,452 7\ Birth Rate per 1,000 of the esti-
Live births ¢ )1 oitimate 136 68 68 | mated resident population 14-08.

Stillbirths ... R 36 ~ Rate per 1,000 total (live and
still) births 29-73.

Deaths e 2,884 1,393 1,491 Death rate per 1,000 of the esti-
mated resident population 12-83.

Deaths from puerperal causes (Headings 29 and 30 of the Registrar General’s
short list)—

Rate per 1,000 total
Deaths.  (live and still) births.
No. 29 Puerperal sepsis 3 0-92
No.30 Other Puerperal causes 3 0-92
Total ... 5T sdi 6 1-84
Death Rate of Infants under one year of age :—
All infants per 1,000 live births ... a8
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live births a7
Illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births ... 96
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) 407
Deaths from Measles (all ages) Nil
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) ... 17
Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age) 39

Sickness and Invalidity.

There was no unusual or excessive sickness or invalidity in
the Borough during the year and no evidence is available of any
conditions of occupation having exercised a prejudicial effect on
health. There is also no evidence to show that unemployment
had any significant influence on the health or physique of children
or adults.

Through the courtesy of the Divisional Controller of the
Ministry of Labour, I am able to furnish the following particulars
relating to unemployment of Camberwell residents during 1937.

Percentage Rate of Unemploy-
ment.
Date. Males. Females. Total.
1037 Corresponding date
i in 1936,
*
25/1/37 ... | 5,547 2,057 7,604 8.8 9.8 (10.1)
19/4/37 ... 4,442 1,838 6,280 7.2 8.7 (8.8)
28/7137 ... 4,313 1,673 5,986 6.9 6.7 (7.0)
18/10/37 ... 4,816 1,657 6,473 7.5 7.4 (7.3)

* The method of compiling these figures was changed in 1937, with the
result that the percentages quoted are not strictly comparable with those for
1936. The figures in brackets indicate the estimated percentage rates of un-
employment for the corresponding dates in 1936 allowing for this change.
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I am also indebted to the Chief Officer of Public Assistance
for the following statement showing the number of residents who
were in receipt of domiciliary relief during the last week of each
quarter of the year 1937 :—

No. of Persons in Receipt of Domiciliary | No. of Persons in
Week ended | Relief (excluding Medical Relief only). | Receipt of Medical

Relief only.
27/3/37 5,449 40
26/6/37 4,767 38
25/9/37 4,694 39
95/12/37 ... 4,854 39

Births and Birth Rate.

The number of live births registered in the Borough during
1937 was 3,441. To this number it is necessary to add 613 children
born to Camberwell mothers at addresses outside the Borough,
and to deduct 889 births of non-residents confined in the Borough
to obtain the correct number of births among the resident popula-
tion of Camberwell. The corrected total of 3,165 births thus obtained
shows a decrease of 29 as compared with the number registered
in 1936. The birth rate for the year was 14-08 per 1,000 of the
estimated population.

These births distributed according to sex and legitimacy were
as follows :—

Male. Fe_ma.le. Total.
Legitimate AL b Ty i s 1,577 1,452 3,029
Illegitimate ... 68 68 136
Totals i ok s 1,645 1,520 3.165

The following table shows the number of births and the birth

rate in England and Wales, London and Camberwell for the past
five years —

1937. Birth Rates in previous Years.
Diistrict.
Number Birth- !
of Births. rate. 1936, 1935. I 1034. 1933.
England and 610,850 140 jen - 367 | 1w | s
Wales. l
London ... ... | 64,016 13-3 13-6 133 | 134 13-2
Camberwell ... 3,165 14-1 13-9 13-4 E 13-2 13-3
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Stillbirths.

Stillbirths registered during the year numbered 97, after
adjustment by the addition of 18 stillbirths born to Camberwell
mothers confined outside the Borough and the deduction of 34
stillbirths to non-residents confined in Camberwell.

These stillbirths, distributed according to sex and legitimacy,
were as follows :—

Male. Female. Total.
Legitimate 59 35 94
Illegitimate ... s 2 1 3
TﬂtaI LR R LER El 36‘ HT

Notification of Births—Public Health (London) Act, 1936.

Under the provisions of this Act notifications were received
of the births of 3,012 live children and 85 stillborn children. This
number represents 94-9 per cent. of the total number of births
registered.

The following table indicates the source of notification :—

Number of Births Notified.
Source of Notification.
Live. Stillbirths.
Medical Practitioners ... 2,089 67
Midwives ... 863 17
Parents ... 59 —_
Other persons ... 1 1

Deaths.

The number of deaths registered in the year after adjustment
for inward and outward residence transfers was 2,884. The death
rate per 1,000 of the population for 1937 was therefore 128,

For comparative purposes the number of deaths and the death
rates in England and Wales, London and Camberwell in 1937
are given in the following table :—

District. No. of deaths. I'eath rate.
England and Wales 509,571 124
London ... 51,271 12.3
Camberwell 2 854 12.8
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The cause of death in age groups of Camberwell residents in
1937 are summarised in the table which appears on pages 10 and 11.

The principal certified causes of death at all ages were :—

Deaths due to diseases of the heart 796
Deaths from malignant disease ... 407
Deaths attributed to bronchitis, pneumanm and other m&plmtnr}

diseases ... 330
Deaths from all forms ‘of tuberculogis ... 206
Deaths from cerebral hamorrhage 143
Deaths from other circulatory diseases ... 122

Cancer.

The deaths from Cancer in the Borough numbered 407 as
compared with 418 in 1936.

The following table shows the number of deaths from th1:-1
cause and the death rate for the last 5 years :—

Death Rate
Year. No. of deaths. per 1,000 population.
1933 451 1.85
1934 401 1.68
1935 413 1.76
1936 418 1.82
1937 407 1.81

Maternal Mortality.

The number of deaths from puerperal causes was 6—puerperal
sepsis 3, and an equal number from other puerperal causes, repre-
zenting a maternal death rate of 1-84 per 1,000 live and still births.

In the following table the maternal mortality rate is compared
with the rates for London, England and Wales for the years
1935-37.

Year. England and Wales. London. ‘ Camberwell.
N T 394 250 i 307
- A 3-65 1-86 _ 2.12
1927 ... i 3-11 2.22 ! 1-84 o

It will be seen that the maternal mortality rate for Camberwell
compares favourably with that for London and England and Wales

Confidential Reports on Individual Maternal Deaths.

Following the usual procedure the Camberwell deaths from
maternal causes were fully investigated and confidential reports
were submitted to the Ministry of Health in every case.
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DEATHS, CAUSES OF, AND AGES AT, DURING THE YEAR 1937—conid.

| All | -
Causes of Death. Ser.!ﬁgeﬂ. 0- 1- 2- 5—}15—2&—,35—145—155—565-75—
Other digestivediseases... | M. | 23| 1——| 1| 3 2 2 3 3 5 3
F.| a1 g—|—1—| 2|1 9o 9 1| 7
Acute & chronic nephritis | M. 28— —|—|—|—| 33— 6 8 8 3
F. 43— —|—|—| 2 2 1| 3 8 12 15
Puerperal sepsis ... vue | s — | —|—|—| U—| 2—|—|—|—
Other Puerperal causes ... | F. B—|—=]—i—1 1 1] =)=l
Congenital debility, pre- | M. | 36|86 —|—|—|— —|—|—|—|— —
mature birth, malfor- | F. TN — | — | —| = === = —
mation, ete. '
Senility ... M. PB|— — | —|——|—|—=|—=]|—] 3 30
F.| 88—|=|=i—]—|—=|=]=4—]| 7 81
Suicide M. W—I=l—l=1—| 4 U 3 3 1
b oot o o o 8 3 ‘1)
Other Violence ... M. 40— 3 1 8 7 6 1l 4/ 7 5 3
F. 38|— 1 21 3 4 2 1 1| 4 5 10
Other defined diseases ... | M. | 95 8 2 5 1| 6 3 5 6 12 20 27
F. 1M 7 1 1 ﬁl 5 5 15 18 14 26 14
Causes ill-defined or un- | M. H—|— === |=|=|=]—] 1'=—
R R £ R | S S A i it
| | | | |

Infantile Mortality

The number of deaths of infants under one year of age was
185, three less than in 1936, representing an infant mortality rate
of 58 per 1,000 births.

The number of deaths of illegitimate infants was 13, furnishing
a death rate of 96 per 1,000 illegitimate births.

The chief causes of death in infants under one year were
prematurity 72 deaths, pneumonia 32 deaths, and diarrhoea and
enteritis 39 deaths.

A table showing the classification of the total deaths appear:
on page 12,

Neo-Natal Deaths

The number of deaths registered of infants under one month
old was 62, representing a neo-natal death rate of 19.6 per 1,000 live
births as compared with 25.4 in 1936.

The classification of these deaths into groups of causes of
death is shown in the following summary :—

1. Difficult Labour.
Injury at birth
2, Foetal States

Congenital defects
Atelectasis ...

Atrophy, debility and marasmus
Asphyxia neonatorum
3. Prematurity ...

4, Other causes...

L2

!ﬂg D i OO
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH
SERVICES FOR THE AREA.

Laboratory Facilities.
The bacteriological work of the Council is undertaken by
Dr. Guy Bousfield at his laboratory 134, Denmark Hill, S.E.5.
The chemical analysis of food and drugs, ete., is carried out
by the Public Analyst, Mr. Martin Priest, at his laboratory
4, Obelisk Parade, Lewisham.

Particulars of the examinations conducted by these Officers
of the Council appear in the appropriate sections of this report.

Ambulance Facilities.

The London County Council provide ambulances for infectious,
non-infections, maternity and accident cases. This ambulance
service is considered to be adequate for the requirements of the
ares.

Nursing in the Home.
Home nursing services are provided by the following District
Nursing Associations :—
The Ranyard Nurses.
Camberwell District Nursing Association.
Rotherhithe Distriet Nursing Association.
The Catholic Nursing Institute.
The Brixton Nursing Association.
The East Dulwich and Dulwich Village Nursing Association.

Clinics and Treatment Centres.
Name and Situation. By whom provided. Sessions,
Ante-natal Clinics.
Camberwell Municipal Centre, Camberwell Borough Second and fourth
140, Camberwell Road. Council. Thursdays in every
month at 11 a.m.
Bird-in-Bush, 616, Old Kent Voluntary Infant Wel- Every Friday at 2 p.m.
Road. fare Association.
St. Giles' Hospital, Camber- London County Council. Monday, Wednesday
well. and Friday at 1.30

p.m.
Dulwich Hospital, East Dul- Do. Tuesday,  Thursday
wich Grove. and Friday, at 2

p.m., Tuesday and
Thursday (new cases)

at 2.30 p.m.
Post-Certificate =~ Midwifery General Lying-in Hosp., Monday, Tuesday and
School, 77, Southampton Lambeth. Friday 24 p.m.
Street, Camberwell. Tuesday 7-8 p.m.

Minor Ailments Clinic for children under 5 years.
Cambridge House Infant Wel- Cambridge House— Daily 9.30-10.30 a.m.
fare Centre, 6, Addington Voluntary Association.
Square, 8.E.5.
Also L.C.C. School treatment Centres for minor ailments treatment of approved
cases referred by Clinic Medical Officers of Infant Welfare Centres.
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PeckaaM TrREATMENT CENTRE, 412, Old Kent Road, S.E.1.
Awral.

Consultation Session : Wednesday afternoon (one in four
weeks).

Operation Session : Wednesday afternoon (alternate weeks
at Hanover Park Hospital. Children
kept in for two nights).

Dental. Monday afternoon.
Tuesday morning and afternoon.
Wednesday morning.
Wednesday afternoon (onee a month).
Thursday morning and afternoon.
Friday morning and afternoon.
Vision. Monday morning, 9.30 a.m.
Friday morning, 9.30 a.m.
Friday afternoon, 1.30 p.m. (alternate
weeks).
Minor Ailments. Monday afternoon, 3 p.m.
Thursday afternoon, 3 p.m.

Ryg LANE TrEaTMENT CENTRE, 7, Hanover Park, Rye Lane, 5.E.15.
Dental, Monday morning and afternoon.
Tuesday morning.
Tuesday afternoon (alternate weeks).
Wednesday morning.
Thursday morning and afternoon.
Friday morning and afternoon.
Vision. Tuesday morning, 9.30 a.m.
Thursday morning, 9.30 a.m.
Minor Ailments Monday afternoon, 2.45 p.m.
Thursday afternoon, 2.45 p.n.
Aural.
Consultation Session : Tuesday afternoon (alternate weeks).
Operation Session : Thursday afternoon (at Hanover Park
Hospital).
Nurses attend daily for treatment of minor ailment cases at all
the Centres.

Hospitals.

The following London County Council Hospitals are situated
within the Borough of Camberwell :—

St. Giles’ Hospital (containing 810 beds).

Dulwich Hospital (containing 728 beds).

Maudsley Hospital (Neurological) (containing 200 beds plus
35 beds rented in King's College Hospital, Denmark Hill).

St. Francis’s Hospital (containing 647 beds).
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Health Propaganda.

The Council’s propaganda activities are intended to assist the
inhabitants of Camberwell to become health conscious. They
include a display of posters, the issue of leaflets on such subjects as
Diphtheria Prevention, Tuberculosis, Cancer, Influenza, Measles,
Whooping Cough, Dietary and cooking, and Rat repression.

The Council also issues a health handbook which offers in-
formation of particular interest to mothers, including references
to the Health Services provided by the Council. This booklet is
distributed by the Health Visitors to the Mothers of Camberwell
who have recently been confined.

The monthly periodical of the Central Council for Health
Education—"" Better Health "—is also distributed to the inhabit-
ants of the Borough through the medium of the Public Libraries,
Baths, Infant Welfare Centres, Schools and various industrial
undertakings in the Borough. At the Infant Welfare Centres
short health talks to mothers are given by the Health Visitors as
part of the health propaganda activities of the Council.

In the early part of the year the Council were invited to co-
operate in a national publicity campaign organised by the Central
Council for Health Education on behalf of the Ministry of Health
and the Board of Education. This campaign was designed to
encourage the wider use of the health services, and local authorities
taking part were asked to adhere as far as possible to an arranged
time-table for the distribution of posters, leaflets, etc., for a period of
six months commencing in October last.

The Council resolved to co-operate as desired, and made fin-
ancial provision to cover the cost of certain charges in connection
with the conduct of this campaign locally. The subject matter of
the literature displayed and distributed embraced the following
services :—School Health Services, Maternity and Child Welfare
Services, and Services for Adults and Adolescents, including Tuber-
culosis and Physical Fitness.

Diabetes.

Insulin was supplied by the Council to medical practitioners
for the treatment of 10 patients in poor circumstances suffering
from diabetes.  Periodical reports obtained on the progress of
these patients were submitted to the Ministry of Health. At the

end of the year there were 7 patients being treated by insulin under
this scheme.
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MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE

SERVICES.

The Council’s Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme includes
the following arrangements for the care of expectant and nursing
mothers and children under five years of age not attending school.

1. Maternity.

(a)

(%)

(€)
(d)

(€)
(f)
(9)
(k)
(1)
()
(k)
(U]

Medical examination and supervision of pregnant women, and following
confinement, at ante-natal and post-natal Clinics held at Infant Welfare
Centres and at the L.C.C. St. Giles' and Dulwich Hospitals.

The services of a Consultant at the request of a private medical gmah
tioner for any condition arising during pregnancy, parturition or during
the puerperium of patients confined at home,

Home visits by Health Visitors to pregnant women.

Payment of midwives’ fees for confinements of necessitous persons in
their own homes,

Payment of compensation to midwives for loss of patients.
Provision of sterilised maternity outfits,

Dental treatment including the provision of dentures.

Provision of Home Helps.

Provision of home nursing assistance.

Convalescent home treatment for expectant and nursing mothers.
Provision of milk and dinners for necessitous mothers,

Education on health matters,

(m) Investigation of maternal deaths and cases of puerperal fever and puerperal

(#)

pyrexia.
Contribution towards the cost of institutional maintenance of unmarried
mothers.

2. Infants and Young Children.

()
(b)
(¢)
(d)
()
(f)
()
()
()

Public Health (London) Act, 1936, Notification of Births administration.
The provision and maintenance of Infant Welfare Centres.

Home visits by Health Visitors,

Convalescent home treatment.

The supply of milk to children of necessitous parents.

Provision of home nursing services,

Minor ailments treatment.

Sunlight and massage treatment.

Child Life Protection.

Infant Welfare Centres.

In previous reports I have referred to the unsatisfactory nature
of the accommodation available for the conduct of Maternity and
Infant Welfare Services at certain Municipal and Voluntary Associa-
tion Centres in the Borough. The buildings in which these clinics
are held are not used exclusively for these purposes and they possess
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many disadvantages of construction and arrangement which are
a decided handicap to the efficient discharge of the work of these
Centres.

This matter has engaged the attention of the Council for some
time past, and during the year steps were taken to provide more
suitable premises for this service in the Dulwich and North Camber-
well districts. Negotiations were entered into with the owners of
the Dulwich Infant Welfare Centre for the sale of the existing
building to the Council with a view to its demolition and the subse-
quent erection of an up-to-date Municipal Centre on the site.

The owners of these premises were prepared to sell, and the
Council has acquired the property for this purpose.

In the northern district of the Borough the Council has agreed
to acquire from the London County Council the cleared site of
certain properties which formed the subject of action under the
Clearance Area provisions of the Housing Aect with a view to the
erection of an Infant Welfare Centre on part of the land, to replace
the existing Voluntary Association Infant Welfare Centre at Kemps-
head Hall, Kempshead Road.

The erection of a London County Council Housing Estate at
Sumner Road, Peckham, offered an opportunity to the Council of
enquiring of that Authority whether suitable accommodation could
be provided on the Estate for an Infant Welfare Centre to serve
the needs of this district. The London County Council agreed to
do so, and at the end of the year building operations were well
advanced.

This additional Infant Welfare Centre, which is situated in the
St. Luke's Centre Area, will enable the Council to make adjustments
in the boundaries of certain Infant Welfare Centre districts in the
Borough.

There are ten Municipal and Voluntary Associations Infant
Welfare Centres in the Borough. Each of these centres serves a
defined area and mothers are encouraged to attend the Centre for
the district in which they live. The consultation work of the Centres
is conducted by part-time Medical Officers. Tables recording the
attendances and visits at these Centres during the vear appear on
pages 28 and 29.

Health Visitors and Home Visiting.

There are fifteen health visitors attached to the infant welfare
centres serving the Borough. Of these five are employed by the
Council and ten by Voluntary Associations undertaking Maternity
and Infant Welfare services. The duties undertaken by these
Officers include routine home visiting of infants and children not
attending school, visits to expectant mothers, attendance at infant
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consultation sessions, and visiting homes and advising parents
where infectious diseases occur, such as ophthalmia, measles,
whooping cough, etc.

The first visit of the health visitor to the mother following
information of the birth of a child is made usually before the mother
has resumed her household duties. This visit is of exceptional value
as it takes place when the mother feels the absence of the doctor or
midwife and is glad to receive expert advice concerning the baby.

It is frequently found that this timely visit has saved a consider-
able amount of suffering and perhaps months of ill-health of the
infant through injudicious feeding or lack of care and general
management by the mother. In the majority of cases the health
visitor is regarded as a friend of the family, and the services which
her training qualifies her to render is greatly appreciated. In fact,

it may be said that health visitors are the most effective agents for
teaching the lessons of hygiene in the home.

Health Visitors' Refresher Course.

The Council has decided that the Municipal health visitors
should attend in rotation annually the Refresher Courses organised
by the Women Public Health Officers’ Association, and in accordance
with this direction, the senior health visitor attended the course
held in December of the year under review.

Ante-Natal Supervision.

Ante-Natal consultations were held at the Cliniecs at St. Giles’
Hospital, Dulwich Hospital, the Municipal Infant Welfare Centre,
140, Camberwell Road, the Voluntary Association Infant Welfare
Centre, 616, Old Kent Road, and the General Lying-in Hospital
Post Certificate School, Southampton Way, Camberwell.

The number of patients who attended these Clinies during 1937
and the record of attendances are as follows :—

Number of Number of
Clinies. patients who | attendances made
attended. by patients.
St. Giles” Hospital ., L 1.357 11,369
Dulwich Hospital ... e g 1,020 5,976
Municipal Infant Welfare Centre, 140,
Camberwell Road 20 34
Bird-in-Bush Voluntary Association, 616,
Old Kent Road ., 221 451

General Lying-in Hmpiiul-i’.’ust Certificate |
School, Southampton Way £ 371 ; 2,625
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Convalescent Home Treatment.

The Council’s Convalescent Home treatment scheme provides
for a stay in a convalescent home usually for a period of 28 days for
expectant and nursing mothers and children under five years of age.

A period of convalescent treatment plays an important part in
restoring the health of a mother or child recovering from a serious
illness or suffering from debility.

In the past, treatment for children was restricted to patients
recovering from specific illnesses. This part of the scheme was
amended during the year to enable children under five years of
age not attending school suffering from any medical condition,
to receive treatment on the certificate of a Clinic Medical Officer of
an Infant Welfare Centre or the Medical Officer of Health.

During the year the Maternity and Child Welfare Committee
approved treatment for 31 mothers and infants and 36 children
separately.

In 23 cases part of the cost of the treatment was recovered from
the patient.

Home Helps.

This Scheme, which provides for the services of Home Helps
at the homes of patients during pregnancy and/or childbirth,
normally for a period of two weeks, was extended during the year
to enable treatment to be given to expectant and nursing mothers
for such periods as the Maternity and Child Welfare Committee
may decide.

The number of applications received during 1937 for the
assistance of a home help at the time of confinement was 68. In 20
cases part of the cost of the service provided was recovered from
the patient.

Home Nursing.

This service was also amended during the year and made avail-
able for expectant and nursing mothers and children under five years
of age not attending school whose nursing is approved by the Medical
Officer of Health.

Previously, Nursing Associations with which the Council have
an arrangement to undertake such services at the request of private
medical practitioners, hospitals, and the Public Health Department,
received payment at the rate of 1s. per visit only in respect of the
nursing of mothers and children under five years suffering from speci-
fied ailments such as measles, whooping cough, epidemic diarrhcea
and in respect of diseases notifiable under the Public Health Infec-
tious Diseases (London) Regulations, 1927,
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The Midwives Act, 1936, imposed upon the local supervising
authority, which for London is the London County Council, the
duty of securing that the number of certified midwives available for
attendance on women in their own homes is adequate for the needs
of the area. The L.C.C. have accordingly appointed midwives
under the Act for duty in Camberwell commencing from January 1st,
1938.

Payment of Midwives Fees.

During the year the fees of private practising midwives were
paid in seven cases for professional services rendered to mothers at
the time of confinement following investigation into the economic
circumstances of the applicants.

Supply of Meals to Expectant and Nursing Mothers.

In addition to the provision of milk, expectant and nursing
mothers are eligible to receive a mid-day meal on the recommenda-
tion of a Clinic Medical Officer, and during the period covered by
this report 39 mothers took advantage of this service.

Applicants are required to attend an approved dining-room or
an Invalid Kitchens of London Centre for this purpose.

This scheme was reviewed during the year, the Maternity and
Child Welfare Committee being empowered to grant meals to
necessitous mothers for such periods as they may decide.

The influence of the Council’s Milk and Meals schemes on
maternal mortality or morbidity cannot be accurately assessed,
but it must be apparent that an adequate amount of suitable food
is essential to maintain the general health and powers of resistance
to disease of the mother and for the proper development of the
foetus.

Milk Distribution Scheme.

Both dried and fresh cows’ milk is provided by the Council for
necessitous, expectant and nursing mothers and children under the
age of five years not attending school.

Applicants desiring the assistance of this scheme are required
to attend the Infant Welfare Centre for the district with their

. children in order to obtain a certificate from the Clinic Medical

Officer that an issue of milk is necessary for health reasons. The
choice of the milk supplied is left to the applicant.

Inquiries are made in every case into the financial circumstances
of the applicants as a safeguard against any abuse of this service.
Izsues are made usually for a period of 28 days and during the year
5245 applications were received. The number of families benefiting
under this Scheme was 1305.
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During the same period 17 families were supplied with milk
by the Council at the request of the London County Council under
that Authority’s extra nourishment scheme, the cost of such issues
being refunded by the Public Assistance Department.

Following the receipt of Ministry of Health Circular 1519,
dated April 1st, 1937, the Council gave consideration to the scale
of income below which milk is supplied to expectant and nursing
mothers and children under five years of age free or at half cost. The
purport of this Circular was to request Authorities to review their
arrangements so as to ensure that sufficient milk or other food is
provided whenever this provision is necessary for the maintenance
of the health of the mother or young child. It was also suggested
that the scale of income adopted for this purpose should be so framed
as not to render it difficult for any mother to take advantage of the
Authority’s arrangements.

The Council increased the quantity of milk to be supplied in
future to persons recommended for this service, and revised the
Income Scale as follows :— :

IxcoME ScaLeE AFTER Depvetrioxn orF RexT, FArpgs, Natioxarn HEALTH AND
UsemMpLoYEMNT IxsvRaNcE CONTRIBUTIONS.

Amaunt per head. Amount per head.
No. in family. Free. Half-Price.

8. d. 5 d.
1 Sk 16 0 18 0
2 o 13 0 14 0
3 10 6 11 6
4 96 10 6
AT 4% 86 96
6 and over 80 90

The adopted alterations of the Milk Distribution Scheme were
brought to the notice of the Ministry of Health who, in a letter to
the Council, stated that they were glad to note this extension of the
(Council’s Maternity and Child Welfare Service.

Treatment of Minor Ailments.

In December, 1936, the Council approved a Scheme for the
treatment at London County Council School Treatment Centres
of children under five years of age, attending Infant Welfare Centres
in the Borough and recommended by Clinic Medical Officers for
treatment.

The Council pays the County Council charges ranging from
7s. 7d. to 17s. 8d. for each child, such payments being inclusive of
treatment for a period of six months. The following summary
indicates the nature of the ailments for which treatment was given
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Child Life Protection.

The supervision of foster mothers and foster children is carried
out by a qualified health visitor specially appointed by the Council
for these duties. Every applicant for registration as a foster mother
is required to satisfy a standard of suitability before approval,
special attention being given to such matters as her state of health,
freedom from onerous personal ties, age, temperament, domestic
circumstances, cleanliness and comfort of the home, age and sex
of the other members of the household, and sleeping arrangements.
At the end of the year the number of persons on the register receiving
children for reward was 165, and the number of individual children
in their care was 178.

The number of visits paid to the homes of these children during
the year was 2,399, distributed as follows :—

No. of Visits.

Children under 1 year of age... 462
Children 1 to 5 years of age ... S48
Children 5 to 9 years of age ... 508
Special visits ... 85
iscellaneous visits ... 300
wm viﬂi‘m maw LR CER ] anm L LR b L LR I-Hﬁ
Total visits ... 2,309

There are 116 foster children on the register under school age
and of these 97 came under medical supervision at the Infant
Welfare Centres in the Borough.

During the year two foster children died, and in one case the
death was the subject of a Coroner’s inquest. The foster mother
in each instance was deemed to be free from blame.

Institutional Provision for Unmarried Mothers.

The Council continued their annual contribution to the South-
wark Diocesan Association for Preventive and Rescue work towards
the cost of the maintenance of unmarried Camberwell girls in
approved homes,

Open-Air Day Nurseries in Parks and Open Spaces.

The Metropolitan Boroughs’ Standing Joint Committee referred
for consideration the question as to the likelihood of the Metropolitan
Borough Councils making use of the facility, if power were obtained,
of the L.C.C. Open Spaces for open-air day nursery purposes. It
was stated that in view of the success which followed the use of the
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site in Battersea Park provided by the London County Council and
the benefit which the children had derived from the shelter there
the Society of Day Nurseries were anxious to open as many Shelters
as possible during the summer of 1938, and with this purpose in
view the Society had approached the London County Council to
enquire whether they would allow them to open fifty shelters at
various places.

The General Purposes Committee of the London County Council
felt that the scheme might well form the basis of a valuable social
service, as not only would the proposed nurseries be intended as
a method of caring for young children unable, independently, to use
children’s gymnasiums, but they would also provide a temporary
relief for mothers and a partial substitute for the ** nursing ** which
older children undertake for their younger brothers and sisters.

The County Council were advised, however, that while no
objection might be taken to the nursery established temporarily in
Battersea Park, any extension of the arrangement to other spaces
might lead to the Council’s powers in the matter being questioned.

The General Purposes Committee of the County Council were
prepared to consider recommending the London County Council to
seek power to allocate, by enclosure, a portion of open spaces within
which the Borough Councils or Voluntary Associations could
provide day nurseries under properly controlled conditions, but
before considering the matter further the Metropolitan Borough
Councils’ views were invited.

The Council, in their consideration of this matter, directed that
the Metropolitan Boroughs’ Standing Joint Committee be informed
that they were in favour of the necessary powers being sought.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE
AREA.

Water Supply.

So far as is known every house in the Borough, with the excep-
tion of one flat in a shopping thoroughfare, where the supply is
obtained from an artesian well which is also the source of supply
for thirteen shops adjoining, is provided with water for drinking
purposes by the Metropolitan Water Board. The purity of this
water supply is controlled by repeated bacteriological examinations.
No complaints were received during the year as to the quality of
the domestic water supply in any part of the Borough.

During 1937 the Metropolitan Water Board notified the Public
Health Department that the water supply had been withdrawn
from 43 premises, either for non-payment of rates or on account
of waste. Appropriate action was taken in these cases by the
Sanitary Inspectors under the provisions of the Public Health
(London) Act, 1936.

On the other hand the attention of the Metropolitan Water
Board was drawn to 88 cases where a waste of water was observed
by the Sanitary Inspectors during the course of inspection of dwell-
ing houses and other premises in the Borough.

Drainage and Sewerage.

At the end of the year there were only two cesspools in the
Borough. These cesspools take sewage matter from conveniences
attached to sports grounds ; otherwise the water carriage system
for the disposal of sewage is general throughout the Borough. These
cesspools are systematically emptied by the Council.

The duty of supervising drainage works is carried out by the
Sanitary Inspectors. During the year 70 plans were deposited and
approved in relation to 208 new buildings and 270 in respect of
drains which were either partially or wholly reconstructed.

In one instance a caution was sent at the direction of the
Public Health Committee to a builder who failed to submit plans
of drainage work executed by him.

Nine claims were received and upheld that certain drains on
private premises which were in a defective condition were sewers
repairable by the Council and not the liability of the owners.

The Council during 1937 reconstructed 2 local sewers and
replaced 556 brick road gullies by pot gullies. In addition 39
new gullies and drains were installed.

PEU—— -
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Sewer Reconstruction Programme.

Towards the close of the year the Council gave further con-
sideration to a report prepared by the Borough Engineer and
Surveyor at the request of the Public Health Committee on the
condition of the local sewers of the Borough.

This report indicated that there was a number of local sewers
which were known to be in a bad condition and required attention
at an early date, while other sewers under the Council’s jurisdiction
might also require to be reconstructed when their condition, which
could not at present be determined in the absence of adequate
means of access to them for examination purposes, was known.

The Public Health Committee reported on this matter to the
Council setting out in a comprehensive manner the measures which
were contemplated to deal with this important public health
service. The Council adopted the report and approved in principle
a large-scale sewer reconstriction programme involving an expendi-
ture of approximately £50,000 spread over a period of five years.

Public Cleansing.

This service is under the direct supervision of the Borough
Engineer and Surveyor. The improvements in the public cleansing
arrangements to be noted during 1937 were the replacement of a
sweeping and collecting machine by an improved type of machine
and two additional street refuse collecting vehicles.

In addition to the routine cleansing of the highways, a motor
sweeper is employed daily in the important shopping thoroughfares
and main roads. Sweeping gangs are also employed at night, and
the shopping centres in the Borough are swept on Sundays.

Road gullies are cleared out by vacuum gully emptiers—main
roads monthly and other roads every two months,

Six cesspools taking sewage matter from conveniences attached
to sports grounds were emptied by the Council at varying periods
during the year. At the end of the year the number of cesspools
had been reduced to two.

The removal of domestic house refuse is also a service for which
the Borough Engineer and Surveyor is responsible.

The general collection is weekly, but at L.C.C. Housing Estates
and similar block dwellings estates collection is made twice weekly
while at hospitals a daily collection takes place.

The collection of house and trade refuse is carried out by direct
labour and is then taken by a fleet of end-loading mechanical-
tipping refuse vehicles and loaded into barges on the Grand Surrey
Canal or into railway trucks at the Bril:kﬁer’s Arms siding and

conveyed by contractors to refuse dumps at Crayford and Sitting-
bourne.

L
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Offensive Trades.
During the year the following offensive trades were carried on

in the Borough :—
Skin dressers ... i e s s e 6
Skin merchants e WA 1
&&p mi-lm - ER R LN aE LR HEE LR LR 2

Twenty-nine inspections of these premises were made, and one
notice under the provisions of the Public Health (London) Act
was served.

Rag and Bone Dealers.

There are 24 places in the Borough where the business of a
dealer in rags and bones was conducted during 1937.

Forty visits of inspection were made to these premises,
and three sanitary notices were served.

There were three cases brought to the notice of the Public
Health Committee of contraventions of the by-laws in respect of
the exchange of toys for old clothes.

In two instances the Committee directed that a caution be
administered and in the third case a summons was issued.

Sanitary Conveniences attached to Licensed Premises.

The Sanitary Inspectors made 769 inspections of the sanitary
conveniences of licensed premises in the Borough during 1937.
It was necessary to serve 9 sanitary notices.

At the end of the year there were 79 public-houses in the
Borough which had urinals opening on to the public footway.

Shops Act, 1934.

The administration of the Shops Act, 1934, is shared in London
between the County Council and the Metropolitan Borough Councils.
The duty of the Borough Council is limited to the enforcement of
(@) suitable and sufficient means of ventilation, (b) suitable and
sufficient means of maintaining a reasonable temperature, (c)
suitable and sufficient means of w.c. accommodation.

The district Sanitary Inspectors made 490 inspections and
289 re-inspections of shops in 1937.

The following is a summary of the works which were required
to be carried out as a result of these inspections.

Provision of additional water closet accommodation ... 2
Provision of suitable and sufficient means of maintaining a
reasonable temperature ...

During the year 3 exemption certificates were granted in
accordance with Section 10 (6) of the Act.
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Pharmacy & Poisons Act, 1933,

Since this Act came into operation on the 1st May, 1936, 189
traders in poisons used mainly for household purposes such as
carbolic, spirits of salts, ete., have been placed on the register,

During the year the district inspectors made 118 inspections
and 14 re-inspections of the premises of registered traders.

Certain minor infringements of the Act came to the notice of
the Public Health Department during the year, chiefly in respect
of the labelling of Part IT poisons, and in each case the seller was
cautioned, and his attention drawn to the provisions of the Aect,

Smoke Abatement.

- Twenty-two complaints of smoke nuisances from industrial
undertakings were received during the year and 81 observations of
factory chimneys were carried out by the Sanitary Inspectors.

In 4 instances offences were committed and notices were served
on the owners of the premises concerned to abate the nuisance.

No occasions arose for legal proceedings to be instituted for
these offences.

It has been found that when the attention of the management
is directed to a smoke nuisance they are willing to accept the advice
offered as to the best method of preventing the emission of smoke
and grit. Some years ago, an instructional card for the use of
stokers, containing practical suggestions for avoiding unnecessary
smoke emission from hand-fired boilers was issued to firms in the
Borough for the guidance of their employees, and there is reason to

believe that the co-operation of the public health department in
this matter was much appreciated.

Swimming Baths.

The water in all the Council’s swimming baths is filtered,
aerated and chemically treated.

Following the usual custom samples of water from the municipal
swimming baths in the Borough were chemically and bacteriologic-
ally examined at intervals during the year, such samples being taken
in January, June, July, September and November from the Church
Street Second Class swimming bath, and from Dulwich and Old
Kent Road baths in June, July and September.

The reports received of these examinations were satisfactory
in every case. :
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Eradication of Bed Bugs.

Information is given to the Public Health Department of
premises on this Council’s Estates believed to be infested with bugs
with a request for inspection of the premises by the Sanitary In-
spector and for disinfestation where such action was deemed
necessary. During 1937 the number of such premises disinfested
by the Council’s disinfecting staff was 7.

Disinfection of furniture, bedding and other effects is carried
out at the request of the London County Council where there is
evidence of the presence of vermin in a tenant’s belongings before
the family moves into a London County Council dwelling. During
the year 32 of these cases received attention.

The disinfestation of private dwelling houses is carried out by
the Council’s Officers provided the owners are prepared to co-operate
by stripping the walls and ceilings, easing picture-rails, skirting
boards, architraves and window mouldings as may be necessary to
ensure that spraying with a vermicide effectively penetrates the
harbourages of these vermin. At the same time arrangements are
made for the bedding, curtains and other articles to be steam dis-
infected at the Council’s Disinfecting Station. The tenant is also
requested to assist by the generous use of soap and water and a
serub brush in the rooms and articles affected.

This procedure is repeated at intervals of 10 days to a fortnight
until the premises are judged to be free from vermin. The owner is
then requested to replace the woodwork and to distemper the walls
and ceilings.

Tenants are also advised as to the precautions to be taken
against re-infestation and are informed that sprayers and 1 Ib.
tins of vermicine are available at cost prize viz. 1s. 3d. and ls.
respectively on application to the Public Health Department.

As the present method of disinfestation by the Council’s dis-
infecting staff gives satisfactory results no use has been made of
hydrogen cyanide or orthodichlorbenzine for the fumigation of
premises in the Borough owing to the toxicity of the fumes to
human beings.

Fouling of footpaths by dogs.
During the year 9 summonses were issued in respect of offences
against the Council’s By-law prohibiting the fouling of footways
by dogs on leads.

Schools,

The sanitary conveniences of private schools in the Borough
were inspected during the year. A few minor defects were discovered
which were promptly remedied.

Y W P —
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Close co-operation between the officers of the sanitary authority
and those of the Education Authority exists in dealing with in-
fectious diseases. Notices as required by the Public Health
(London) Act, 1936, were sent to the head teacher of the schools
attended by the patient or contacts of the patient, followed by
further notices indicating the contacts of the patient who in the
opinion of the Medical Officer of Health should be excluded from
school on account of infectious disease.

Rag Flock.

The Public Health (London) Act, 1936, prohibits the sale or
use for the purposes of making any article of upholstery, cushions
or bedding of flock manufactured from rags unless such flock con-
forms to a standard of cleanliness as may be prescribed by regulations
made by the Minister.

There are three premises in the Borough concerned with the
sale of rag flock. One sample was taken for analysis during the
yvear and found to be satisfactory. Rag flock shall be deemed
to conform to a cleanliness standard if the amount of chlorine
present does not exceed 30 parts in 100,000 parts of the flock.

Removal to Institutions of Aged, Infirm or Physically
Incapacitated Persons.

Twenty-one cases of elderly persons living alone and who were
reported as being unable to devote to themselves proper care and
attention came to the notice of the Public Health Department.

It was not found necessary to apply for a magistrate’s order
under Section 224 of the Public Health (London) Act, 1936, for the
compulsory removal of any of these old people.

In five instances persuasion by the Council’s Inspector was
effective in securing removal of the person to an institution, in 8
cases arrangements were made for the cleansing of the premises
thereby enabling these old people to continue to live in their own
homes ; in 2 instances friends of the persons concerned undertook
to supervise them, one old person agreed to obtain medical treat-
ment and in the remaining 5 cases, no action was required by the
Department’s Officers. |

Rat Repression.
During the year 197 complaints of the presence of rats were
received and investigated by the district sanitary inspectors.

Where the nuisance was due to the defective condition of the
drains, or as a result of rats gaining access to premises from disused
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drains, appropriate steps were taken by the Sanitary Inspectors.
In other instances, occupiers of infested premises were offered
advice as to the most effective means to secure the abatement of
the nuisance.

The issue of poison baits from the Public Health Department
was continued without charge.

National Rat Week was observed from November lst to 6th,
1937. The Council directed that measures similar to those em-
ployed in previous years be adopted to comply with the request of
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries for a special effort to be
made to deal with the rats and mice nuisance during the period of
the campaign.

The following report on the steps taken by the Council in this
matter was subsequently forwarded to the Ministry.

Natiowar Batr WEEK.

The activities of the Officers of the Public Health Department of the Council
in rasﬂme to the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries request to local authorities
to make a special effort to secure the destruction of rats and mice during National
?.islt Week, which was observed this year from 1st to 6ith November, 1937, were as

ollows (—

1. The display of double-crown posters on the notice boards of the
Municipal ~buildings and Council's sand-bins throughout the
Borough.

2. The distribution of leaflets from the Public Libraries, Baths and
Infant Welfare Centres on the duties of the public under the provi-
sions of the Rats and Mice ( Destruction) Act, 1919,

3. Circularising proprietors of factories, workshops, workplaces,
butchers, provision dealers, bakehouses, fish shops, eating-houses,
milk shops, offensive trades, and rag and bone dealers’ premises
in the Borough, directing attention to the importance of rat destruc-
tion and inviting them to seek the co-operation of the Council's
Officers in dealing with nuisances from this cause. The number
of letters despatched for this purpose was 2,617.

4. The free distribution from the Public Health Department of rat
poison baits.
5. Rat poison was laid in the various sewers owned by the Council,

which work was carried out in conjunction with the main drainage
department of the London County Council.

Public Mortuary.

The Council’s mortuary adjoins the Coroner’s Court at St.
George’s Road, Peckham, and is equipped with a preservation
chamber containing nine compartments.

A monthly summary of the bodies received at the mortuary
during 1937 appears on the following page.
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Factories and Workshops.
The Council’s inspectors paid 782 visits to factories and 988
visits to workshops and workplaces.
The following tables show the various trades and occupations
carried on in factories, workshops and workplaces in the Borough
where men and women are employed.

Factory and Workshop Act, 1901.

FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND WORKPLACES ON THE REGISTER AT
THE END OF 1937.

IxsrEcTED BY THE Covscin's MALE SaA¥rTary INSPECTORS.

Workshops
Trade. Factories. and Total.

Workplaces.
Blacksmiths ... b 0 14
Bootmakers and Repmrm 38 40 78
Brush Trades ... 2 4 (1]
Building Trades 12 10 52
E];amieal 'I‘ra.dTer 4 3 7
ineering es 45 18 66
Gnagl‘.n‘f'ﬂrka 1 — 1
Glass Blowing ... 1 — 1
Laundries 34 1 35
Miscellaneous ... 239 141 680
Offensive Trades 2 (] 8
Preparations of Fn-n-datuﬁ'ﬂ 18 12 30
Printing and Lithography ... 46 10 56
Sweet Manufacturers .. 4 5 9
Timberyards and Wnndwurkers 47 29 76
Tnymgara 1 4 5
Upholsterers ... - 12 12
Wearing Apparel 22 29 51
Torar .. 524 663 1,187

InspeEcTED BY THE CouNcin's Womax Saxitary INsPECTOR.
Workshops
Trade. Factories. and Total.

Workplaces.
Brush Trades .. 2 -— 2
Chemical Trades 2 1 3
Furriers ... 1 1 2
Laundries 37 2 30
Milliners —_— 12 12
Miscellaneous ... 120 145 265
Offensive Trades 2 — 2
Preparation of Foodstuffs 26 — 26
Pﬁnﬁtﬁ and Lithography 14 — 14
Sweet Manufacturers ... 3 2 5
Wearing Apparel 90 88 178
TotaL 297 251 548
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Factory and Workshop Act, 1901.

The following tables are presented in the form required by
the Home Office.
1.—INSPECTION OF FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND WORKPLACES
INSPECTIONS MADE BY SANITARY INspecTORS 1IN 1937.

Number of
Premises, Written |
Inspections. | Notices. | Prosecutions,
(1) (2) (3) | (4)
Factories (including Factory Laundries) 782 5 | —
Workshops (including Workshop Laun-
Workplaces (other than Outworkers’ e L -
premises) f :
ToraL 1,770 129 -

2.—DEFECTS FOUND IN FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND WORKPLACES.
| Number of Defects. I

Particulars, ‘ | Referred | Number of
Found. | Remedied.| to H.M. | Prosecutions.
| | Inspector.
(1) s | (4) | (5)
Nuisances under the Public Health | |
Actg 1—* | :
Want of cleanliness ... ... 163 B oy <
Want of ventilation ... i | 8 8 = —
Overcrowding s | 1 1 | == -
Want of drainage floors e — —- i —
Other nuisances 104 a1 —_ | -
Sanitary accommodation— | ;
Insufficient ... 6 G — ' -
Unsuitable or defective ... 54 49 -— -
Not separate for sexes ... — - . - -
Offences under the Factory and ! '
Workshop Acts :— i
Illegal occupation of under- !
ground bakehouse (s.101) ... | — - § -— —_
Other offences [excluding offen- '
ces relating to outwork and
offences under the Sections
mentioned in the Schedule to f .
the Ministry of Health (Fac- | l |
tories and Workshops Trans- | ' - .
fer of Powers) Order, 1921]... | g 8 i 5 | -
i R s i U R+ TN -

*Including those specified in sections 2, 3, 7 and 8 of the Factory and Workshop
Act, 1901, as remediable under the Public Health Acta.
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underground rooms in the Borough used for living and jor sleeping
purposes when it was found that there were 5,273 such rooms in
Camberwell. Of these there were 557 cases where the height of the
room was less than 7 ft., and 90 instances where the occupation of
the room infringed the provisions of the Public Health (London)
Act.

The sanitary defects usually found in underground rooms
which render their use undesirable for these purposes are dampness
owing to the absence of damp-proof courses and concrete over-
site, inadequate natural lighting and ventilation due to the height
of the rooms, size and positioning of windows, and an impure
atmosphere caused by the entry to the rooms of dust and other
impurjties from the street level.

During the period covered by this Report action has been taken
and is continuing in respect of rooms under 7 ft. in height in use for
human habitation.

In view of present unsatisfactory lack of uniformity of pro-
cedure which is largely due to uncertainty arising from the varying
opinions regarding the interpretation of the definition of an under-
ground room, as well as the different standards to be found in
individual regulations relating to underground rooms, the Metro-
politan Boroughs' Standing Joint Committee has invited the
Town Clerks’ Association and the Medical Advisory Body to the
Metropolitan Boroughs’ Standing Joint Committee to put forward
suggestions which would lead to a uniform manner of dealing with
underground rooms in London to replace the widely diverse pro-
cedures now adopted by the individual Borough Councils.

Parts of Premises not Repairable at Reasonable Cost.

The Council made a closing order in one case prohibiting the
use of part of one dwelling house which was certified to be unfit
for human habitation.

Common Lodging Houses.

There is only one common lodging house in the Borough, at
124, Camberwell Road, which is licensed for 228 male persons.

During 1937, sixty inspections were made of this lodging house
including one night inspection.

Houses Let in Lodgings.

The number of houses on the register at the close of the year
was 245. The number of inspections of these premises was 112
and 50 notices were served for nuisances and contraventions of

the By-laws.
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Housing Applications.

During the year 578 applications were received for housing
accommodation on London County Council estates and were
forwarded to that authority for attention. These applications were
to abate overcrowding in 351 instances and the remainder were
recommendations for preferential consideration for rehousing on
the grounds of ill-health and/or unhealthy housing conditions.
At the close of the year 222 of these applications had been satis-
factorily dealt with by the L.C.C. There were also 311 applications
received during 1937 for housing accommodation in properties
owned by this Council.

Overcrowding.

It became necessary during the year to make arrangements for
room measurements of approximately 28,000 houses in view of
July 1st, 1937, being fixed as the “ appointed day " under the
provisions of Part IV of the Housing Act, 1936, so as to enable
information as to the number of persons constituting the permitted
number entitled to occupy working class dwelling houses to be
made available for owners and occupiers on request.

These duties involved the appointment of a temporary staff
of measuring assistants and clerks for a period of approximately
five months. The Council also authorised the display of posters
throughout the Borough outlining the overcrowding provisions of
the Housing Act, and the publication of a leaflet for distribution
for the information of owners and occupiers of working class
dwellings. .

In view of the large number of enquiries from tenants and other
persons for information as to their rights and duties under the
provisions of the Housing Act which the Council anticipated would
be received, arrangements were made for the use of a room on the
ground floor of the Town Hall as an enquiry office for this purpose
and for similar enquiries such as those with regard to the application
of the Rent and Mortgage Interest (Restrictions) Acts.
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Housing Statistics, 1937.

. Inspection of Dwelling Houses during the Year :—
(1) (a) Total number of dwe]h? inspected for huuaing
defects (under Public Health or Hﬂmmg Acts)
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose...
(2) (a) Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub-head {l}
above) which were inspected and recorded under the
Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose
(3) Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state so da.ngaruuu
or injurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation ..

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those referred to
under the preceding sub-head) found not to be in all
respects r«enaona.hly fit for human hai:uitatmn, and Intimation
Notices served .

. Remedy of Defects during the wahﬂﬂﬂmowanmle:—

Number of dwaﬂjﬂ{a ouses rendered fit in consequence of informal
action by the Local Authnnty or their n‘lﬁr.:ars—Puhhﬂ Health
(London) Act ...

. Action under Statutory Powers during the Year :—
(@) Pmueadingamder Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing Act,

(1) Hmnhar of dwelling houses in rﬂpﬂct of which notices were
served requiring repairs e
(2) Number of dwelling houses wlm:h were rendared ﬁt aﬂ:ﬂt
service of—
Informal notices e

Formal notices ... 57
(a) By owners ...
(b) By Local Authuntjr in defa.ult nf OWNers .
(b) Proceedings under Public Health Acts :—

(1) Number of dwellin eg houses in respect of which statutory
notices were served requiring defects to be remedied ,

(2) Number of dwelling houses in which defects were remedied
after service of formal notices :—
(a) By owners ...
(b) By Local Aut]mnty in default- uf OWners

(¢) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing Act, 1936 :—

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which Demolition
Orders were made

(2) Number of dwelling houses damulmhed in pursuamoa of
Demolition Orders
(i) Proceedings under Section 12 of the Huﬂnmg Act, 1936 :—

(1) Number of separate tenements or undergmund rooms in
respect of wﬁ:h Closing Orders were made .. ytgle

(2) Number of separate tenements or undergmund rooms in
respect of which Closing Orders were detennmed,, the
tenement or room having been rendered fit .. "

5,684
27,279

1,123
3,802

3,830

247

2,146

2,331
Nil

Nil
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

Supervision of Food.

There are two officers of the Council whose duties are mainly
concerned with the supervision of food—the Food and Drugs
Inspector and Sampling Officer and the Food Inspector.

Broadly speaking, the duties of these appointments are divided
as follows: the former officer being responsible for obtaining
samples of food and drugs for analysis and the latter the supervision
of premises in which food is stored, sold or prepared for sale.

Chemical and Bacteriological Examination of Food.

The chemical and bacteriological analyses of samples submitted
under the provisions of the Food and Drugs (Adulteration) Act,
1928, and the various Food Regulations were conducted by the
Public Analyst, Mr. Martin Priest, F.I.C., and by the Council’s
Bacteriologist, Dr. G. Bousfield respectively.

Particulars of the samples analysed appear on pages 66 and 67.

Nutrition.

Knowledge of the subject of nutrition is conveyed to the
residents of the Borough by the general distribution of a leaflet
entitled ‘* The Housewife and her food problems ™ and by diet
sheets prepared by Clinic Medical Officers for circulation to mothers
attending the Infant Welfare Centres.

Milk Supply.

In previous Annual Reports I have referred to the necessity for
compulsory pasteurisation as an effective measure of protection
against contamination of milk from human and other sources. In
view of the importance of ensuring a safe milk supply, it is hoped
that in the near future legislation will be passed enabling local
authorities to require the efficient pasteurisation of milk sold by
retail in its area.

The inspection of dairies and milkshops is undertaken by the
District Sanitary Inspectors.

There is one cowhouse in the Borough licensed for 47 cows.
The bulk of the milk produced at this establishment is retailed to
families living in close proximity to these premises. The cowhouse
and the attached dairy were inspected on 12 occasions during the

year, usually while milking was in progress.
Milk and Dairies Order, 1926.

Under the provisions of this Order a registér is required to be
kept of all persons in the Borough carrying on the trade of cow-
keeper, dairyman or purveyor of milk and all premises used as
dairies.
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The following summary shows the comparative state of the
register at December 31st, 1936 and 1937.

1936. 1937
Cowkeepers 1 1
Cowsheds ... 1 1
Dairies and Milkshops ... - - 333
Dairymen with premises in the Borough -1 ] 349
Dairymen with premises outside the l%nruugh el 1) 13
Purveyors of milk in sealed bottles . 208 215

Routine inspections of all premises on the Council’s register
are made from time to time and the number of such inspections
carried out in 1937 was 1158. It was necessary to serve notices
requiring cleansing and repairs to be carried out at 15 premises
as a result of the Inspectors’ visits,

Composition of Milk Samples.

Of the 613 samples taken during the year 26 (4:24 per cent.)
were found to be not of the substance, nature or quality demanded
by the purchaser.

Included in this total were 61 samples of pasteurised milk
taken in course of delivery to St. Giles’, Dulwich, and St. Francis’
Hospitals, and the various L.C.C. Schools in the Borough. With
the exception of one sample taken of a school supply, all were
reported as genuine,

Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1936.

The licences issued by the Council under this Order during
the year were as follows :—

Principal | Supplementary
Licences. icences.
Licences to sell Tuberculin Tested Milk 28 —-
i ss »» Accredited Milk sin el 1 —
»» » » Tuberculin Tested Milk,
Pasteurised ... 6 -
" 0o Pasteurised Milk ses ves 03 .-
1 FTT T Tuberculin Tested i HE —_— 3
3] EERE T Pﬂ-ﬂt-ﬂuriﬂﬁli wee e .un — *

Milk Adulteration.

The percentage of adulteration of formal samples, i.e. 4.24, is
the highest recorded during the past 17 years.

Ten samples were reported against owing to the fat content
being below the staridard of 3 per cent., and 16 owing to the presence
of added water.

Of the former, the deficiency of fat varied from 5 to 55 per
cent., and of those containing added water, five samples each con-

I T S




63

tained 1 per cent.; one, 1.30 per cent.; five, 2 per cent.; one,
2.8 per cent.; two, 4 per cent.; and two, 19 and 20 per cent.
respectively. (See Table ** B.”)

One informal sample was certified to contain 14 per cent. of
added water, and was submitted for analysis, in conjunction with
formal Samples Nos. 448 and 449. (See Table “ B."”)

Although in the majority of the above cases, the amount of
added water was very small, it should be borne in mind that the
presence of any extraneous water is estimated on genuine milk
containing the minimum amount of non-fatty solids permitted,
viz., 8.5 per cent,

As genuine milk, almost without exception, contains a higher
percentage of non-fatty solids than 8.5 per cent., it is only reasonable
to assume that a far greater quantity of water had been added to
the samples in question than the figures indicate.

The samples containing extraneous water were sold as follows :
Six from open receptacles, 10 from sealed bottles, and those found
to be deficient in fat, from open receptacles 4, and from
sealed bottles, 6.

Following the practice adopted for many years of informing
retailers when samples obtained from them were reported as genuine,
628 notifications were sent to vendors during the year under review.

Bacteriological Examination of Milk.

The manner of carrying out the tests to ascertain the number of
bacteria and the number of coliform organisms present in bacter-
iologically examined samples was in accordance with the method
laid down in Memorandum 139 (January, 1937)—Foods.

During the year 61 samples of Pasteurised milk were taken for
the purpose of ascertaining whether they complied with the bacter-
iological standards laid down by the Milk (Special Designations)
Order, 1936. Of these 25 samples were taken in course of delivery
to schools. All the samples complied with the required standards.

Four samples of tuberculin tested milk were submitted for
examination with the results as set out in the following table :—

Satisfied or did not | Absence or presence | Satisfied or did not
Sample satisfy Methylene | of Coliform bacillus in | satisfy the coliform

Marked. blue test. 1/100th millilitre. test,
No.l: ... Satisfied. Present in 1 tube, Satisfied.
No.2 ... Do. Do. Do,
No- ¥ ... Do. Not found. Dao.

No.4 ... Do. Do. Do.
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Bacteriological Examination of Other Milk.

No bacteriological standard exists for ungraded milk and two
such samples were taken during the year with the following results:—

Date Sample obtained. No. of bacteria per millilitre.
November 4th, 1937 1,900
November 8th, 1937 5,200

Examination of Milk for the Presence of Tubercle Bacilli.

Five samples of raw milk including one from the dairy attached
to the licensed cowhouse in the Borough and one ungraded milk
were examined by means of the animal test for the presence of
Tubercle Bacillus, In no instance was the presence of this Bacillus
reported.

Bacteriological Examination of Ice Cream.

No standard either chemical or bacteriological has yet been
prescribed for ice craam.

The practice of issuing a Memorandum to manufacturers and
vendors of ice cream outlining suggestions for adoption as a means
of preventing contamination was continued throughout the year.

Six samples of this commodity were submitted for bacterio-
logical examination with the following results :—

Sample Date E Where Bacteria Presence of
Marked. | Obtained. | Purchased. per c.c. Bacillus Coli.
No. 1 July 20th ! Shop ... ... | 390,000 | Presentin 1/100th c.c.
No. 2. July 28th Shup 190,000 | Presentin 1/10th c.c.
No.3 July 20th L Barrow in a puhlm 1,300,000 | Absence in 1/10th c.e.
thoroughfare.
No.4 July 20th Shop ... 180,000 | Present in 1,/100th e.c.
No.5 July 29th Shop ... 430,000 | Presentin 1/10th c.c.
No.6 July 29th Shop ... ... | 1,600,000 | Presentin 1/100th c.c.

Food and Drugs Adulteration.

The number of food samples taken (formally) under the Food
and Drugs (Adulteration) Act, 1928, was 989, of which 43 or 4-3
per cent. were certified by the Public Analyst to be adulterated.
Thirty-four informal samples were also analysed of which 4 or
11-76 per cent. were reported against.

A description of the articles of food submitted to the Public
Analyst for analysis appears in Table © A.”

In Table * B " on pages 68-71 a description of the formal
and informal samples found to be adulterated is given and the
result of proceedings or other action taken in connection therewith.

Artificial Cream Act, 1929.

This enactment provides for the regulation of the manufacture
and sale of artificial cream. No application for registration for the
purpose of the sale of artificial cream was received during the year
under review.
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Public Health (Condensed Milk) Regulations, 1923 and 1927.

During the year four samples of condensed full eream milk
sweetened were taken and in each case the sample complied in
every respect with these regulations.

Butter Factories. Wholesale Dealers in Margarine.

No application for registration, under the provisions of the Food
and Drugs (Adulteration) Act, 1928, was received during the year.

At the end of 1937 there were 19 wholesale dealers in margarine
on the register of this Authority.

Public Health (Dried Milk) Regulations, 1923 and 1927.

One formal sample of dried full cream milk, and one informal
sample of dried half cream milk were submitted for examination

during the year, 1937. Both samples were found to conform to the
prescribed composition.

Public Health (Preservatives in Food) Regulations,
1925-1927.

With few exceptions all samples taken under the Food and
Drugs (Adulteration) Act were examined by the Public Analyst for
the presence of preservatives,

Seven samples of sausages were found to contain a permitted
preservative, viz., sulphur dioxide.

In each of these cases the amount of the preservative was
below the maximum allowed, viz. 450 parts per million, but the
provisions of the Regulations had not been complied with inasmuch
as the purchaser was not given notice of the presence of a
preservative.

All other samples taken for analysis under these regulations
were reported free from any preservative.

Agricultural Produce (Grading and Marking) Act, 1928.

No legal action was found necessary during the year under
review in regard to the various orders made by the Minister of

Agriculture and Fisheries for the grading and marking of agricultural
produce of England and Wales,

Merchandise Marks Act, 1926.

Frequent inspections were made during the year to ensure that
the requirements of the Orders in Council were being observed
prohibiting the sale or exposure for sale in the United Kingdom of
imported foodstuffs unless bearing an indication of the Country of
origin. In the comparatively few instances where foodstuffs were

exposed for sale, and not properly marked, written and verbal
cautions were given,

E
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TABLE “C”
Percentage of Adulteration of Formal S8amples during the past five years :—

Year. ‘ 1933 | 1934 | 1935 ‘ 1936 | 1937
|
Percentage of Adulteration ... ‘2*44 1°80 | 3-64 ‘ 2-66 | 434
TABLE ﬂ-l.D'l‘l

Percentage of Adulteration of Formal Samples of milk during the past
five years :—

Year. 1933 1934 1935 1936 | 1937
Percentage of Adulteration ... e | 167 | 142  3-62 | 2-00 I 424
: |
SUMMARY.
Formal samples submitted for analysis ... ... 989
Informal samples submitted for analysis ... 34
Formal samples adulterated, ete. ... 43
Informal samples adulterated, ete. o 4
Written cautions administered [Fuud nnd Drugs
(Adulteration) Act, 1928) 21

Written cautions administered {Publn:r Health {Pm-
servatives in Food) Regulations, 1925/27) ...
Written caution administered [Merchandise Marhn

7

Act, 1926) 1
Summonses issned I:Fnod nnd Druge {Aduitemtmn} A-::t.
FOREYE s i 15

RESULT OF PROCEEDINGS.

Act, Regulation or Order under which No, of Fines. Costs.
proceedings were taken. Summonses. :
£ 8 d.| £ s d.

Food and Drugs (Adulteration) Act, 1928 | 15 27 0 0 1010 0
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MEAT AND OTHER FOODS.

Registration of Food Premises.

The following is a summary of premises in the Borough which
have been registered in accordance with the provisions of Section 187
of the Public Health (London) Act, 1936.

Manufacturer of Ice Cream 185*
Storage and Sale of Ice Cream ... 214
Manufacture of Sausages 163
Preparation or Manufacture of Putted or Preaervﬂd

Meat or Fish ... s : 319
Cooked Meat Shops 156
Fishmonger Shops... 58
Fried Fish Shops ... 80

* Iee Cream was not prepared or sold at 94 of these registered premises.

All these premises were regularly inspected by the Food
Inspector, and it was found necessary to serve 125 notices during
the period January to December, 1937, in respect of unsatisfactory
conditions existing at certain of these premises.

Meat Regulations, 1924,

These regulations provide that no person may slaughter an
animal for sale for human consumption without first giving notice
to the Council of his intention to do so: they are also designed
to protect meat from contamination in shops, on stalls and during
transit. A register is kept of all meat vendors and the number of
entries appearing in this register at the end of 1937 was 163. Regular
visits of inspection to these premises and stalls were made during
the year. There were no infringements of the regulations to record
which justified the institution of legal proceedings.

Slaughterhouses.

There are two licensed slaughterhouses in the Borough.
Seventy-six inspections of these premises were made during the
year while slaughtering was in progress. The number of animals
slaughtered during the period January to December, 1937, totalled
523.
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SUMMARY SHOWING THE NUMBER OF ANIMALS SLAUGHTERED 1% 1937.

Month. Cattle. | Sheep & Pigs. Calves. Totals.
Lambs.

January 7 30 11 - 48
February 4 15 5 - 24
March 2 19 a7 - 78
ipnrﬂ 2 20 21 - 43
., MR 2 20 1 - 23
June ... - - 21 - 21
July ... - 6 1 - 7
August - 10 - - 10
September ... - 18 31 1 50
October - 77 16 - 93
November 4 71 1 - 76
December 3 7 40 - - 50
ToraLs ... 24 203 205 1 523

The following table shows the number of organs condemned
and destroyed and the diseases with which they were affected.
CanrcASES INsPECTED AND CONDEMNED.

Cattle,
excluding

Cows.

Cows.

Calves.

Sheep
and

Lambs.

Number killed

24

Nil

203

Number inspected

24

Nil

All diseases except Tuber-
culosis,
Whole carcases con-
demned
Carcases of which some
pa.rt- Or Oorgan was
condemned ...
Percentage of the num-
ber inspected affected
with disease other
than tuberculosis ...

Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil

13

12-5

Nil

Nil

32-7

6-3

Tuberculosis only.

Whole carcases con-
demned

Carcases of which some
part or organ was
condemned ...

Percentage of the num-
ber inspected affected
with tuberculosis

Nil

Nil

Nil

|

Nil

Nil

Nil

20-8

Nil

0-97

During the period covered by this report, 43 pigs were inspected, ante- and
post-mortem, and were condemned and destroyed in accordance with the provisions
of the Swine Fever Order, 1908, made under the Diseases of Animals Acts, 18904
1903.
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Street Markets.

The market stalls licensed to sell articles of food were periodic-
ally inspected, particularly on Saturday evenings. The nature of
the food sold from these stalls is set out in the following table :—

Fruit 5l
Greengrocery 41
Fish 11
Groceries ... 12
Rabbits, Eggs and Poultry 0
Confectionery > 7
Meat 1
Shellfish . 1
Coffee Stalls 9

Total ... 170

Certification of Meat Food Products.

The Medical Officer of Health in his capacity as Designated
Officer for Food Inspection issued 26 certificates during the year
ended 1937 in respect of food prepared in this Borough for export
to America and Australia.

Slaughter of Animals Act, 1933.

The Council received and granted applications from two
slaughtermen for licences to follow the occupation of a slaughterer
of animals. :

Restaurants and Eating Houses.

Routine inspections were carried out of premises where food is
prepared for sale, such as bakehouses, the kitchens of restaurants,
coffee shops, and public houses, and where action was necessary
to remedy any unsatisfactory conditions existing at these premises,
appropriate steps were taken by the Food Inspector.

The total number of inspections of food premises of every
description in the Borough was 8,515.

Unsound Food.

No instances arose during 1937 necessitating proceedings in
respect of food which was deemed to be unfit for human con-
sumption.

The following articles of food were surrendered and destroyed
at the Council’s Depot.
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Summary of Work of Food Inspector for 52 Weeks ended
December 31st, 1937.

Complaints received 25

Complaints found to be Jusl:1ﬁad | 10
Inspections :—
Street markets ... 2,118
Bakehouses g 236
Fish curers® premises 260
Fried fish shops ... 461
Ice cream premises & | 681
Restaurants and eating hﬂum’:a Sl 582
Slaughterhouses ... it 76
Other food premises 4,077
Carcases inspected dee' | 519
Organs inspected ... "Ly 1,151
Carcases condemned iiat 2
Organs condemned 181
Inspections not defined ... 137
Re-inspections ... 545
Food surrendered {pame!a of varjrmg we:ght-a] 43
Certificates granted for Foodstuffs for export ... | 26
Number of food premises defects found and
remedied .. = 172

Number of mhmn.tmns served ‘ 125
Number of Statutory Notices served ...

Merchandise Marks Order Impﬂrted Goods

Shops Act, 1934 -

PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS
AND OTHER DISEASES.

Notifiable Diseases.

The following diseases are compulsorily notifiable to the Medical
Officer of Health.

Acute Polio-encephalitis. Membranous Croup.

Acute Poliomyelitis. Ophthalmia Neonatorum.
Anthrax. Plague.

Cerebro-Spinal Fever. Pneumonia—Acute Primary.
Cholera. Pneumonia—Acute Influenzal.
Continued Fever. Puerperal Fever.

Diphtheria. Puerperal Pyrexia.
Dysentery. Relapsing Fever.
Encephalitis Lethargica. Scarlet Fever or Scarlatina.
Erysi . Smallpox.

Food Poisoning. \ Tuberculosis.

Glanders. Typhoid or Enteric Fever.
Hydrophobia. Typhus Fever.

Malaria.
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Hospital Accommodation for Infectious Diseases.

In December, 1937, a communication was received from the
London County Council stating that owing to the difficulty of
securing nurses for infectious diseases in the number necessary to
make full use of the accommodation provided in their hospitals,
and in order that such accommodation as was available could be
utilised to the greatest advantage, it was decided that until further
notice the admission of patients suffering from scarlet fever, measles,
whooping cough and dysentery to the Council’s Hospitals should
be limited to those cases in which hospital treatment was in the
opinion of the Borough Medical Officer of Health required owing to
the severity of the illness and /or the home conditions, and in the
case of measles the age of the patient, having regard to the high
mortality from this disease of children under two years of age.

The terms of this communication were brought to the notice of
every private medical practitioner practising in the Borough.

Smallpox.

There were no cases of smallpox notified in the Borough during
1937, neither was the Medical Officer of Health requested to perform
any vaccinations under the Public Health (Smallpox Prevention)
Regulations, 1917.

Diphtheria.

During the year there were 346 cases of diphtheria notified and
every one of these patients was removed to an isolation hospital for
treatment. Forty-five cases were subsequently found not to be
suffering from the disease for which they were admitted to hospital.
The attack rate per 1,000 population was 1-33. The return cases
numbered two. A “ return case "’ is one which occurs in the same
household within 28 days of the discharge from hospital or release
from isolation of a patient certified to have recovered from the
disease.

The comparative figure of cases notified in 1936 was 278. The
fatal cases numbered 13 giving a fatality rate of 43 per cent. as
compared with 5-07 per cent. in 1936.

Facilities for early diagnosis.

The services of the Medical Officer of Health are placed at the
disposal of private medical practitioners in a consultative capacity
in doubtful cases.

Throat and nose swabs forwarded to the Council’s Research
Laboratories, 134, Denmark Hill, 8.E.5, are dealt with immediately
up to midnight including Saturdays and Sundays.
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Anti-toxin is also available for distribution to general medical
practitioners and can be obtained at any hour of the day and night
from the Town Hall or during the day at the Dulwich Municipal
Baths. 1 have previously referred to the importance of administer-
ing anti-toxin whenever this disease is suspected and to the necessity
of not waiting for the result of the bacteriological report of the swab,
when there are clinical signs and symptoms of the disease present.
During the year 102 phials of 8,000 units and 27 phials of 500 units
of anti-toxin were issued to medical practitioners.

Diphtheria Carriers.

Some children harbour virulent diphtheria bacilli for prolonged
periods in their throat and nose and are a source of potential danger
to persons with whom they come into contact. The London County
Council has established special out-patient clinics at certain hospitals
for the treatment of these cases.

Diphtheria Immunisation Clinic.

Facilities for immunisation treatment without any charge to
the residents of Camberwell have been available in this Borough
gsince 1926. This clinic is held weekly at the Mayward House
Infant Welfare Centre and it is gratifyving to note that the number of
children who passed through the Clinic during 1937 constituted a
record.

An endeavour has recently been made to confer a degree of
protection hitherto unattempted anywhere in dipththeria immunisa-
tion clinics. A course of three injections of Alum Precipitated
Toxoid has been given to those attending in a dosage of 0-1 c.c.,
0-3 c.c. and 0-5 c.c. at fortnightly intervals. In the past this
substance has been extensively given as one or at the most two
injections. Sufficient children have not yet been re-tested for an
authoritative statement to be made, but results so far are most
promising. It is hoped that a degree of immunity will be produced
which will serve to protect children from even the most virulent
forms of diphtheria infection. The older methods have been
proved to protect quite adequately against the ordinary moderate
forms of diphtheria attack, but occasionally the defence has broken
down in the face of attacks by the more virulent strains of the
organism. Time alone can prove how far the new method will
succeed in its object, but theoretically there should be a marked
improvement in the defence against grave diphtheria.

Certificates are issued to the parents of children immunised
and those found to be naturally immune to the disease. This
certificate serves as a valuable guide to medical practitioners when
they are asked to see patients with doubtful throats. The certi-
ficates read as follows :—

This is to certify that the above-named child has been
tested and immunised and is believed to be protected against
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diphtheria. In the event of your being ill in the future and the

doctor suspects you to be suffering from diphtheria, kindly

draw his attention to this certificate, in order that he may
acquaint the Medical Officer of Health or the Bacteriologist of
the Borough in which you reside (without delay).

For those persons found to be naturally immune a similar
certificate is issued except that the words “ and immunised ™
are deleted.

Three cases of diphtheria were notified among children who
had been immunised, viz. children who had received injections and
were subsequently tested and found to be ** Schick  negative.

Sex. ﬁge.i Treatment. Diagnosis.
F. 7 | Re-Schick test negative in | Not severeattack + swabs.
1935 (in Lambeth).
M. 7 Re-Schick test negative in | Mild Diphtheria + swabs.
1936. |
M. 4 | Re-Schick test negative in | Modified Diphtheria. Only 1
1936. +swab. Subsequently con-
sidered severe streptococ-
cal tonsillitis.

The total attendances at the Council’s Diphtheria Immunisa-
tion Clinic in 1937 was 2,061. A table recording the number of
persons in age groups who attended to receive the Schick Test and
immunisation treatment appears on pages 80 and 81.

Scarlet Fever.

It is generally accepted that the disease known as scarlet fever
is due to the invasion of the body by certain types of germs known
as streptococcus pyogenes. This infection usually gives rise to a
tonsillitis and a characteristic rash.

In certain instances the same causal agent produces an acute

itis or tonsillitis without the presence of a rash. Cases of
this nature should be regarded as infectious as those with an ery-
thema, necessitating strict precautions and isolation to prevent them
from being a focus for the spread of scarlatinal infection.

In 1937 there were 424 notifications of scarlet fever received as
compared with 722 in 1936. The number of patients removed to
isolation hospitals for treatment was 364, and the cases effectively
isolated and treated at home numbered 60. There were 23 in-
stances of patients who were subsequently diagnosed as not suffering
from the disease as certified. There were 22 instances in which
multiple cases occurred in the household. The number of © Return ™
cases was eight.

Scarlet fever to-day is a mild disease and causes few deaths.
The fatal cases numbered two, representing a fatality rate of 0-49 per
cent. as compared with 0-28 per cent. in 1936.
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Enteric Fever.

During the vear two cases of typhoid fever and five cases of
paratyphoid B were notified. All these patients were removed to
hospital for treatment and one case terminated fatally. The
source of infection in this disease is usually an article of food or
drink becoming infected by the dejecta of a patient or carrier and
consumed with possibly unfortunate consequences to the person
concerned.

ENTERIC FEVER CASES TABLE.

Date of Results of Source of
Sex. Age. | Notification. | Notified as | Bacteriological Infection.
Examination.
M 8/12 7/2/37 |Para-typhoid.| Bac. Para.* B™ —
F 12 5,3/37 Do. Do. —
F 35 10/3/37 Do. Do. =
M 3 6G/8/37 Deo. Do. —
M 22 8/9/37 | Typhoid. Bac. typhosus —
L1 0 ¥ +1.'i H Lk
F 45 15/11/37 |Para-typhoid.| Bac. Para.“ B " —_
M 11 16/11/37 | Typhoid. Bac. Typhosus. | Boarder at a
Croydon
School during
epidemic.

Cerebro-Spinal Fever.

Fourteen cases of this disease were notified during 1937 and
every patient was removed to hospital for treatment. There were
seven deaths of which three were cases which had not been notified

to this Department.

Dysentery

The number of cases of dysentery notified during the year was
21 as compared with 3 cases in 1936. Seventeen cases were removed
to hospital for treatment. In the majority of cases the attack was
mild in nature. All the notified cases were probably due to the
Sonne Bacillus although bacteriological confirmation of the presence
of the dysentery bacillus in the stools was only established in 17
cases,

A small outbreak of this disease occurred in a children’s ward
at a local L.C.C. Hospital.

When dysentery occurs in a hospital it is extremely difficult
to prevent its spread.
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As a precautionary measure a routine examination of abnormal
stools for the presence of dysentery bacillus should be made, but
there is always a possibility that an epidemic in a ward of children
may be started by the admission of a carrier who has never suffered
a recognisable attack of the disease.

Towards the end of the year there was a marked increase in the
incidence of dysentery. A letter was accordingly sent to private
medical practitioners in the Borough drawing attention to the
prevalence of dysentery in London and reminding them that the
stools of suspicious cases could be sent to the Borough Bacter-
iologist for examination.

Encephalitis Lethargica.

No cases of this disease were notified during the year. There
were three deaths of Camberwell residents certified as being due to
encephalitis lethargica, none of whom had ever been notified in

Camberwell.
The department keeps in touch with known cases of encepha-

litis lethargica and during 1937 periodical visits were made to 14
of these patients.

Erysipelas.

Of the 79 cases of erysipelas notified during the year 50 were
removed to hospital.

Food Poisoning.

Food poisoning is a notifiable disease under the Public Health
(London) Act, 1936.

During the year 37 notifications were received of patients who
in the opinion of a qualified medical practitioner were suffering
from food poisoning. In the majority of cases the illness was
confined to an individual member of the household, and was possibly
due to some physical idiosyncrasy of the person attacked. The
articles of food stated to be the incriminating agent of the illness of
the persons notified were chiefly meat, fish and sweets.

Malaria.

Two cases of malaria induced for therapeutic purposes of
patients in Mental Hospitals outside the Borough were notified
before discharge in accordance with the requirements of Article 5
of the Infectious Diseases (London) Regulations, 1927,
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Ophthalmia Neonatorum.

The number of cases notified during 1937 was sixteen.

Cases of ophthalmia neonatorum require constant attention
and skilled nursing. The admission to hospital of both the mother
and infant offers the most satisfactory method of treatment.
During the year this arrangement was followed in 12 instances.
Where treatment was carried out at home the health visitor visited
the home immediately the case was notified to offer the assistance
of a visiting nurse under the Council’s Home Nursing Scheme
where such services were deemed to be necessary. Continued
supervision was carried out by the health visitor until the child
was well on the way to recovery.

Cases of inflammation of the eyes reported by the Medical
Officer of Health of the London County Council were also supervised
by the Health Visitors and the number of such cases brought to the
attention of the Public Health Department during the year under
review was 22, Twenty-four cases were also reported by the district
nursing associations operating in Camberwell.

SUMMARY OF NOTIFIED CASES TABLE.

No. of Cases Treated. Vision.
Cases ! Total MNo. of
Notified. At ! In Un- Im- Blindness. | Deaths.
Home. | Hospital. | impaired. | paired.

16 4 12 15 \ o L 1

Pneumonia.

Pneumonia is still one of the greatest menaces to human life
and health. Its prevalence and mortality follow wvery -closely
seasonal temperatures,

The compulsorily notifiable types of this disease are acute
primary pneumonia and acute influenzal pneumonia.

There were 103 cases of acute primary and 50 of influenzal
pneumonia notified in 1937. As an aid to diagnosis the Council
provides facilities for the bacteriological examination of sputum.
Eighty-six of these patients were treated in institutions. Skilled
nursing is of primary importance in the treatment of the disease.
Home nursing services were provided by the Council in all cases
when requested.
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Anti-pneumococcic Serum.

Increased use is being made of serum in the treatment of cases
of pneumococcus pneumonia which is usually administered
intravenously. Patients should receive the serum at the earliest
possible moment provided serum therapy is not contra-indicated.
No demand by private medical practitioners for the provision of
anti-pnenmococeic serum has yet been made to this authority.

Polio-Myelitis and Polio-Encephalitis.

Three cases of polio-myelitis were notified during the year, two
of these patients were removed to hospital for treatment. There
were no deaths. No cases of acute polio-encephalitis were reported.
The practice of keeping in touch with patients notified in previous
years with a view to rendering them advice and assistance was
continued.

A revised memorandum on polio-myelitis was issued by the
Ministry of Health during the year which dealt with the subject of
precautions against infection and the necessity for endeavours to be
made to discover missed cases in the area.

Puerperal Fever.

There were 17 cases of puerperal fever notified during 1937.
Eight of these cases occurred in hospital, three in nursing homes
subsequently removed to hospitals, and the remaining six patients
were removed from their own homes to hospital for treatment.

As far as could be ascertained none of these patients was a
contact, direct or indirect, of a person suffering from scarlet fever
or of a person who had recently suffered from a sore throat. One
patient died. The majority of deaths from this cause are due
to infection by hmmolytic streptococei organisms. The discovery
of the susceptibility of this type of streptococci to the drug
“ prontosil ”’ raises the hope that by its use in the treatment of
this disease a fall in the death rate may be anticipated.

Puerperal Pyrexia.

The number of cases of this disease notified in 1937 was 23.
Seventeen notifications were in respect of patients confined in
hospitals and six of patients confined in their own homes. Of
these latter cases five were subsequently removed to hospital.
Two patients died. No requests were made by private medical
practitioners for the opinion of the consulting gynacologist appointed
by the Council for the purpose of rendering assistance in diagnosis
and treatment of patients suffering from puerperal fever and
puerperal pyrexia.
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NON-NOTIFIABLE DISEASES

Measles.

The number of cases of measles reported from various sources
in 1937 was 221. Twenty-three of these patients were removed
to hospital for treatment.

Every reported case was visited by a Health Visitor, and where
skilled nursing assistance was considered necessary the services
of the district nurse were offered, and in cases where the home
conditions did not allow of the patient being suitably nursed at
home, or in view of the severity of the illness, removal to hospital
provided the best means for treatment and recovery, arrangements
for hospital treatment were made.

Measles occurs in epidemic form in London regularly every
two years and the biennial epidemic was expected at the end of the
year under review. During the term of the epidemic which usually
lasts for a period of three to five months, control measures are
applied in co-operation with the L.C.C. Education Authority. This
control scheme was put into operation at the end of December last.

Whooping Cough.

Whooping cough, like measles, is a universal disease. It is
extremely fatal among young children. Complications and sequelae
frequently occur,

The number of cases that came to the knowledge of the Health
Department during the year was 437. This number probably
only accounts for a small percentage of actual cases as many
patients are not seen by a doctor unless some complication oceurs
and even when seen the characteristic whoop may not be present
in some cases and consequently a diagnosis of whooping cough is
not made.

The deaths from this cause numbered 17.

The age distribution of patients whose illness proved fatal
is given in the following table :—

Under 1 year. | 1-2 years. | 2.5 years. | “Total.

9 é 6 | 2 | 17

Diarrhoea and Enteritis.

During the year, 39 deaths of children under two vears of age
were certified to be due to diarrhoea and enteritis as compared
with 32 in 1936.
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The following table shows the monthly incidence of the deaths
from enteritis for the year 1937,

Jan.fﬁab.!}hr. Aprill Mn.y‘.june July | Aug. |Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. | Total
< | 2w Laslos e ne g fepul e a8

Influenza.

Since influenza is not a notifiable disease it is not possible to
obtain precise information as to its prevalence except by inference
from the number of deaths and the notifications of its complication,
pneumonia.,

During 1937 there were 72 deaths in the Borough from this
disease. Fortunately the type was not severe, and complications
were not frequent. Of these deaths 52 occurred in the first month
of the year when influenza was present in epidemic proportions.

The following table gives the age distribution of the persons who
died from influenza in 1937 :—

'T;fnderﬂﬁym.| 25-35 yrs. | 3545 yr. | 45-55 yrs.|5'5mﬁﬂ YTs. | 6615 yrs. P“rﬁ
VIR AT P 7 [ 17 | 26

It will be seen that most of the deaths occurred in the age
groups over 59 years.

A leaflet on this disease is distributed from the Public Health
Department outlining suggestions for adoption as a means of
preventing attacks of this illness, namely, the avoidance of stuffy
atmospheric conditions, the necessity for not mixing with other
persons once the prodromal malaise has appeared, and the importance
of not returning to work immediately after the temperature becomes
normal,

New Disinfecting Station.

It is satisfactory to report that building operations are proceed-
ing on the new disinfecting and disinfestation stations at Peckham
Park Road Depot.

The new building which will house the two services under one
roof will be provided with up-to-date accommodation and equip-
ment to replace the existing disinfecting and cleansing stations which
have outlived the period of their useful life, and which possess all
the disadvantages of limitation of space, bad arrangement, and
obsolete equipment.

The features of the new Station comprise accommodation for a
- disinfecting station divided into infected and disinfected sides, a
formalin chamber, hair-washing room, bathrooms and dressing




91

rooms, nurses’ office and lavatory, waiting rooms and lavatories,
boiler house, coal and coke store, office and staff mess room, staff
lavatories and bathroom, and garages.

The equipment to be provided is as follows :—Two Aveling-
Barford Disinfectors, one sterilizing and washing machine, one

power hydro, one power mangle, and drying horses.

Disinfection

The following is a summary of the work carried out by the
disinfecting staff during 1937 :—

Number of houses visited following infections disease 1,326
Number of visits to these premises ... 2,702
Number of houses visited following other diseases .. 336
Number of visits to these ises ... 620
Number of houses visited for msoe]]aneuns purpnm 492
Number of visits to these premises g 886
Number of rooms disinfected. Infentmua dlﬂﬂﬂ.-ﬂ-ﬂ 1,951
Number of houses visited. Verminous 980
Number of rooms disinfected. Verminous o 1,320
Number of articles disinfected (steam dwmfﬂct.ed} 60,819
Number of articles disinfected {furmalm} i 2,014
Number of books disinfected 5 787
Number of articles destroyed .. 2,230

Weight of furniture, etc., dutmyﬁ:l "
Weight of unsound fuud destroyed (see Food Inspector’s report)

Weight of dead animals destroyed

In the following

4 tons 5 cwts. ﬂqm 4 lbs.

6 tons 2 cwts. 2 qrs. 3% Ibs.

Cleansing Station.

o ewt.

table particulars are given of the attendances

at the Cleansing Station during 1937. Every individual who attended
received a bath and his personal clothing was disinfected.

VERMIN.

ScABIES.

Adults.

Children.

Adults.

Children.

Males. | Females.

Males. i Females.

Males. | Females.

Males. I Females.

sla

496 ‘ 1,585

ﬂlﬁﬂ

1,561 | 2,037

Schools.

Scabies.

An increase in the number of cases of scabies has been observed
during recent years in children attending the London County Council

Scabies occasionally appears in a form highly resistant to

treatment and in spite of the careful observance of the rules of
personal hygiene by the patient a recurrence of the symptoms may
take place.
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There was no evidence of wilful neglect or refusal to notify
cases on the part of medical practitioners.

The number of deaths from tuberculosis in each of the past
five years is given in the following table :—

|
| Pumonary Non-Pulmonary
Year. Tuberculosis. Tuberculosis. Total.

1933 el 221 ' 22 243
1934 sk 202 29 231
1935 s 166 26 192
1936 .o 166 19 185
1937 177 20 206

The Tuberculosis death rate for-1937 was therefore 0-92 per
1,000 of the population.

There has been a steady decline in mortality from Tuberculosis
in recent years.

The growth of knowledge in the treatment of this disease,
combined with the education of the public in matters relating to
tuberculosis have resulted in this satisfactory state of affairs,

While the future offers every reason for optimism in the treat-
ment of this disease, yet there should be no diminution nf our efforts
to prevent tuberculosis.

Of these the most important are the segregation of patients who
are capable of spreading the disease to others, a tubercle free milk
supply, proper housing conditions and an 1mproved standard of
hygiene and nutrition.

New Cases and Mortality during 1937.
Particulars of new cases of tuberculosis and deaths from the
disease during 1937 are given in the following table :—

New Cases® Deathst

Age
Periods. | Respiratory. | Non-Respiratory.| Respiratory. | Non-Respiratory.

M. F. M. F. M. F. M. Y
0- 1 “ L= 1 1 == Al seo L - 3
1- 5 2 7 W - 1 1
5= 3 7 10 7 — Xl =3 4
15— 46 N 8 15 % | .8 =
25 38 42 q 2 19 19 2 1
35- 25 20 2 2 14 1S NS | e
45- 28 | 10 2 2 16 LTS S A TR
BB, 21 5 AN i T O - s e
65and | - ] i |
upwards 13 12 | 1 I 1'1® | 10 | 2 | 2
Totals 185 | 185 | 41 32 096 81 | 17 | 12

i

. Innludn;smmary formal notifications and cases which came to the knowledge
of the Medical Officer of Health from other sources.
¥ After eorrections for Inward and Outward Transfers.
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Public Health (Prevention of Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1925.

These regulations relate to the prevention of Tuberculous
persons engaging in the production and handling of milk.

No occasion arose in 1937, for any action to be taken by this
authority under these regulations.

Tuberculosis Dispensary.

The Tuberculosis Dispensary is situated at No. 23, Brunswick
Park. Dr. William Brand the Council’s Tuberculosis Officer retired
in September of the year under review having completed over
16 years’ service with this Authority, and 25 years in the service
of the ratepayers of Cambetrwell, all of which time was devoted
to combating tuberculosis. Dr. C. F. Price was appointed as
his successor and as Deputy Medical Officer of Health and took
up his duties on the 1st November last. He is assisted in his work
as Tuberculosis Officer by Dr. Eleanor Gorrie who is also a whole-
time officer,

REPORT OF THE TUBERCULOSIS MEDICAL OFFICER
FOR THE YEAR, 1937.

The current list of Notifications of Tuberculosis in Camberwell as
at December 31st, 1937.

On December 31st, 1937, there were 2,043 cases of tuberculosis
on the current list in Camberwell. There were 1,531 cases of
pulmonary tuberculosis—871 males and 660 females ; 512 cases of
non-pulmonary tuberculosis—268 males and 244 females.

Table I supplies an analysis under age periods, sex and the
broad grouping of pulmonary and non-pulmonary forms.

Non-Pulmonary—
Males it
Females ...

21 | 13|14 | 10| 3| 208
35 |14 13| 2| 5| 244

TABLE L.
Inpivipval NomiFiep Patiests o¥ CurreNT List AT DecEMBER 31sT, 1937.

_ | feo 5 | | Total

Age Periods. 0-  1- | 5- | 10- | 15- | 20- | 25- | 35- | 45- | b5- | 65- | (all
| | ; R e

Pulmonary— i I | !. | -

Males ... . 2 5| 14| 22 132 (150 |195 |156 |117 | 67 | 21 | 871

Females ... ‘ - 8|16 |40 [142 (120 |147 {100 | 30 | 29 | 19 | 660
Gl

|-~

25

27 | 50 | 68 | 44 | 22
33|3& 39 | 39
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TABLE 11.
Ixprvipvar Notiriep PatiesTts oN CurreNT List at DrecEmeer 3lst, 1037,
ALLOCATED TO THE WaARDS oF THE BorovGH.

Pulmonary. | Other Forms. I Grand

Wa.rds.! . Total.
| Males. | Females. ‘Total. Males. | Females. ; Total. |
1 oy AR 140 34 28 62 202
2 27 10 37 1 il o 46
3 58 26 94 95 11 36 130
4 67 58 125 14 20 | 34 159
5 43 20 63 16 12 28 01
6 | 29 12 41 6 19 i 25 66
7 | 0 62 132 25 23 48 180
8 | 25 29 54 TR RRTRE e T #4
9 | 4 21 61 - Tk PS LR g 84
10 | 34 28 62 8 4 12 74
11 | 47 - Reie SRl BN LA el N 25 100
12 | 928 492 U S | 31 99
- D e T | 46 | 88 et B 18 104
R Al S s S MR 12 | 32 124
15 TR TR ] S 11 1 | 2 104
16 50 | 38 | @88 13 8 2] 100
17 38 | 25 | 63 15 18 | 31 04
18 64 7 101 fi 15 21 | 122
19 37 2] 58 1 2 g | @&

20) i | T T 9 I 1 1 i 10

The Notification of Tuberculosis in Camberwell in 1937.

The number of primary notifications of tuberculosis received
in Camberwell in 1937 was 351, comprising 296 cases of pulmonary
tuberculosis and 55 cases of non-pulmonary tuberculosis.

In Table I11 the number of primary notifications received for
each of the last seventeen years are compared.

TABLE III.
COMPARATIVE TABLE oF PRIMARY NOTIFICATIORS FOR PAST SEVENTEENX YEARS.

Year. All Forms. Pulmonary Tuberculosis. Other Forms.
1921 ! 750 595 155
1922 . 653 SU6 147
1923 I 657 ' 505 162
1924 | 559 _ 416 143
1925 . 491 ' 373 118
1926 f 506 304 112
g7 | s : 353 | 08
1928 i 465 363 102
1929 | 495 303 102
1930 , 483 . 393 90
1931 e 333 81
T R (T R 314 72
1933 | 363 290 73
TSRS S 284 57
1935 333 275 53
1936 299 260 39
1937 351 296 il

In Table IV is given the primary notification rate (per 1,000
population of Camberwell) for the last seventeen years.
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TABLE 1IV.
SgowING ANNUAL Primary NoTiFicatioN RATE oF TUBERCULOSIS
(Aun Forms) 1921-1937.

i Pulmonary

Year. | Population. All Forms. Tuberculosis. Other Forms.
1921 267,198 2-80 i 2-22 0-58
1922 270,300a 2-41 ' 1-87 0-54
1923 272,300a 2-40) 1-85 055
1924 273,700a 2-04 _ 1-52 0-52
1925 275,400a 1-78 | 1-35 0-42
1926 275,400a 1-80 1-43 0-40
1927 271,100a 1-66 1-30 0-36
1928 260,400a 1-78 1-39 0-39
1929 256,900a 102 1:52 0-39
1930 256,000a | 1-88 1-53 0-35
1931 252,100% 1-64 | 1-32 0-32
1932 248 000a 1-56 , 1-27 0-29
1933 243,700a 1-49 . 1-19 0-30
1934 238,360a 1°43 | 1-19 ! 0-24
1935 234,400a 1-41 : 1117 024
1936 229,300 130 | 113 017
1937 | 224,800 1-56 | 1-32 024

* (Census, 1931. a Estimated.

In Table V the primary notifications of 1937 are allocated to
the Wards of the Borough.
TABLE V.

Spowise No. oF Primary NotrFicatioss RECEIVED pumixG 1937 axp
WARD ALLOCATION,

. Pulmonary. ! Non-Pulmonary.
| Grﬁﬂd.
Wards. I- . : Total.
Males. ', Females. Total. | Males. | Females. | Total. |

1 8 15 23 | 3 e A 28 *
g’ .3 6 17 1 O AT 19
s | 13 9 g pibac e T LS ARG B 28
4 10 10 AR e | 1 2 29
5 8 7 Akt e PRI R T
£ |1arg PIR T ¢ 0 G SUEE A 08 R | 12
T S 13 2 g v d 17
8 10 4 14 2 X U 17
0 = 5 12 — 3 3 15
10 4 2 : 6 - — — 6
T A 6 11 1 1 2 13
417949 10 17 2 gl 19
13 10 il 19 1 1 2 21
14 10 | 7 R 1 4 2 ‘ 6 23
15 12 | O S — | = 3 22
16 5 E |l I» 1 _ 1 14
17 N 3 11 3 2 5 16
18 6 8 e i T 5 5 19
19 8 9 17 | - | - £ 17
2 R WA o R EE TR \ 4

One Pulmonary Male Un-attached.
One Pulmonary Female Un-attached.
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TABLE XII.
RETURN SHOWING THE WORK OF THE DISPENSARY
DURING THE YEAR 1937.

i - Nox- |
- PuLmoNaRY. ‘ PULMONARY, | ToTaL. A ﬂ
DIAGNOSIS. Child- Child- | “Onild. | 3 5
Adults.| ren. [Adulte. ren. |Adults. an |¢" B
M |F.|M.|F. M F |MF MF M |I
| | | W | _- 1
A.—Hnw Cases examined during 1ol | |+l
% (excluding contacts) :— ! I } . |
(a) Definitely tuberculous ... | o4 7 71—| 4 11 8 5 475 79 5 a~. 167
(b) Diagnosis not completed .. e | s | | e { e ﬂ-i_ 3 —i —| 8
(¢c) Non-tuberculous ... ... —|—|—|—||—|—|—|—186221) 59| 42| 508
B.—CoxTacTs examined during the | ! | ‘ ' :
yeoar :— . i i
(a) Definitely tuberculous 4191 17| 9 1 —|-—-|—'-- lﬂl 17 2 1| 39
(b) Diagnosis not completed .. —|=|=l|=|=|—|—1. 1 11— 3| &
(¢) Non-tuberculous ... l— —_—— | ——— — — 135212149172 668
C.—Cases written off the Dispen- | |
sary Register as: — ‘_ |I
(a) Recovered . 7 3 1| 2§ 1} 4 3| 4 8 T 4 6| 26
(b) Non- tubaruuioun {malud | . ,
ing any such cases . | | |
viously diagnosed a.nd | ; B |
entered on the Dis : ' _
Register as tuberculous) ...| — | — | — | —| — | — | —|— 33134&?1212[21&1213
D.—Nuueer or Cases on Din- ‘ |
P m
er 8L — | |
(a) Definitely tuberculous ... 624 450, 30 |114 123 87 13_'133532|1m 122 1568
1b) magnmnotcum;}lnmd wan —|— —I—I —_——— 4 l| ] 3[ B
. | |
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TABLE XIV.

Particulars of the sleeping arrangements of the cases referred to in Table XIII,
as ascertained at the first home visit to patient.

In separate room ... In 112 cases.
Alone in bed with 1 other in room... RS
s = 2 others ,, Al | : L
W " 3 1 " L .y Ll LA WAL L T L1
In bed with 1 person and no others in room ... o 0
- e ¢ - 1 other in room T |
» " 1 " 2 others " wen . wes i 20 e
L] i1 L3 3 EE] E2] L L ke LE] g L]
In bed with 2 persons and no others in room ... Faghaier et
o o B . 1 other ,, Sy
ey " 2 %] E Dth!‘l‘ﬂ 1] T e s [T S 1]
EL) »» 2 i1 3 £ s e e Ll N "
In bed with 3 persons and no others in room ... St Y

351

—

The Nature and Extent of Co-operation with General and
Special Hospitals, School Clinic and other Institutions.

1. With General and Special Hospitals. (a) King’s College
Hospital. Including cases sent to the X-ray Department, 671
Dispensary patients were sent to hospital in 1937 for an opinion
as to diagnosis, ete.

(b) Other Hospitals. Many of our patients when requested
to go to a hospital for further examination and opinion asked to be
sent to the hospital they knew best and the following hospitals
were selected :—

St. Thomas’s. Sick Children’s Hospital,
Guy's. Great Ormond Street.
Throat Hospital, Golden Square. Charing Cross.

Brompton. South London Hospital for
Evelina. Women.

Belgrave. Royal Waterloo

All Saints’. City of London.

Grosvenor Hospital for Women.

Pl il |

2. With School Clinic. All contacts of school age are referred
by the Dispensary to the Divisional School Medical Officer for the

area for special and periodical observation by the School Medical

Officers. Doubtful cases of tuberculosis are referred back to the

Dispensary for special examination.

Co-operation with Medical Practitioners.

The number of new patients sent by practitioners to the Dis-
pensary for diagnosis or seen in consultation at their homes was 588.
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Classification of New Patients.

(a) Pulmonary T'uberculosis. During the year 185 patients who
attended the Dispensary for the first time and were found to be
suffering from tuberculosis were reported by the Tuberculosis
Officer to be in the undermentioned stages of the disease at the time

of diagnosis :—
T.B. minus (sputum negative or absent) ... ... 80, or43-2 per cent.
T.B. plus 1 (early cases, sputum positive) ... ... 9,0r 4-9percent.
T.B. plus 2 (intermediate cases, sputum positive)... 79, or 42-7 per cent.
T.B. plus 3 (advanced cases, sputum positive) ... 17,or 9-2 per cent.

(b) Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis. There were 30 cases of
non-pulmonary tuberculosis in the following forms :—

Bones and joints. Peripheral glands.
Abdomen. Skin.
Other organs.

Examination of Home Contacts.

Tuberculosis claims its vietims in early manhood and woman-
hood. The source of infection of a patient, apart from the con-
sumption of tuberculous milk, is by contact with a person suffering
from active pulmonary tuberculosis. It is difficult to persuade
contacts, especially young adults, to submit to periodical examina-
tion. They do not realise how important it is to detect the disease
in its early stages for a cure to be effected or to arrest the disease.
Education is, however, playing its part and the public is gradually
beginning to realise the value of contact examination. With children
it is possible in certain cases to arrange for their boarding out under
the London County Council scheme thus removing them from the
infectious atmosphere at home. Twenty-two children were so
boarded out in 1937.

The number of persons living in contact with tuberculous
patients which came to the notice of the Department for the first
time during 1937 was 662. Of this number 463 were examined at
or in connection with the Tuberculosis Dispensary during the year,
and in 13 cases found to be tuberculous there was a record of contact
with a sufferer from tuberculosis. In 3 cases the diagnosis was not
completed at December 31st, 1937. Mantoux diagnostic tests
were done in 63 cases.

Housing and Tuberculosis.

The spread of this disease by environmental causes such as
bad housing is well known. Healthy conditions with separate
bedroom accommodation for the patient is a safeguard against
other members of the family being exposed to the risk of infection.
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During 1937 20 tuberculous families living in the Borough
received improved housing accommodation from the London County
Council. There were also two open shelters in use by patients
living and sleeping out of doors.

The Necessity for Early Treatment to Ensure the Prospects
of Recovery.

Under the London County Council Residential Institutional
Scheme patients suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis are, as a
rule, sent away within two weeks of application.

Information as to Special Methods of Diagnosis and Treat-
ment in Use and the Number of Persons to whom these
Special Methods have been Applied.

By experience it has been found that X-rays and repeated
sputum examination are essential for accurate diagnosis of tuber-
culosis in its early stage and throughout the year more and more
use was made of the facilities available. During the 10 months
expiring at October 31st last, 600 patients were examined by X-ray
at King's College Hospital under a previous arrangement. Asfrom
Nov. 1st the facilities at St. Giles’ Hospital were placed at the dis-
posal of the Council under the L.C.C. treatment of tuberculosis
scheme for the X-ray examinations of all patients and contacts
referred to the X-ray department by the Tuberculosis Officer—151
such examinations were made in November and December making
a total of 751 for the year.

The facilities at St. Giles” Hospital are very satisfactory and it is
now only in special circumstances that a case does not receive the
benefit of an X-ray examination at that Hospital. The Tuber-
culosis Officer receives all films at the Dispensary and they are
interpreted and reported on by him. All patients while under
residential treatment were X-rayed on various occasions. The
same applies to artificial pneumothorax cases.

Artificial pneumothorax treatment is available for suitable
dispensary cases and may be carried out while the patient is in a
residential institution, or later while on home treatment. By
arrangement artificial pneumothorax treatment can be given at the
following hospitals to patients who are receiving general treatment
at home :—Brompton, St. Thomas’s, Guy’s, Grove Park, Colindale
King's College Hospital, St. Giles’. During 1937, 69 dispensary
patients had artificial pneumothorax treatment at one or the other
of these hospitals. This does not include dispensary patients
who were receiving artificial pneumothorax treatment ina sanatorium
at December 31st, 1937. Again, in November, use was made of the
facilities offered by the London County Council at St. Giles’ Hospital
and an artificial pneumothorax refill clinic was established there
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under the direction of the Tuberculosis Officer who carries out the
refill. In future all patients discharged from hospital or sanatorium
who require artificial pneumothorax refills will be referred to the
St. Giles’ artificial pneumothorax clinic for treatment unless special
circumstances necessitate other arrangements,

Such surgical methods as phrenic evulsion, thoracoplasty and
the more recent extra-pleural artificial pneumothorax are carried
out when necessary during residential treatment. In the event of a
patient requiring refills for extra-pleural pneumothorax on returning
home, arrangements are made for his attendance at the St. Giles’
artificial pneumothorax clinic where the treatment can be given by
the Tuberculosis Officer.

Finsen light is available for dispensary patients who have
Lupus vulgaris. Two dispensary patients had this treatment at
the London Hospital during the year.

Work of Tuberculosis Nurses.

The tuberculosis nurses paid 8,967 visits to the homes where
there was a case of tuberculosis during the year 1937.

Nursing Patients.

We have been able to obtain a District Nurse whenever one was
required. In the majority of cases, however, it is better to urge
the removal to hospital of a patient who is confined to bed.

Nature and Extent of any Dental Treatment.
Twelve patients received dental treatment through the Tuber-
culosis Dispensary scheme of the Borough. Approved Societies
contributed part of the cost in the case of insured persons and
patients who could afford it also contributed.

Supply of Sputum Pocket Flasks and Outfits for Sputum
Examinations.

Approximately 150 pocket flasks were supplied to patients
during the year. Patients, of course, obtained pocket flasks from
other sources; for example, residential institutions and private
sources, The number of outfits supplied in connection with sputum
examinations for Dispensary patients was 1,069,

Supply of Extra Nourishment during 1937.

Action is taken by the Tuberculosis Officer to secure the grant

of extra nourishment in the following cases :—
(1) Ex-sanatorium cases where the medical condition is such

that a grant of extra nourishment is necessary to enable a patient
to maintain or recover full working capacity.
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(2) Cases with prospects of ultimate arrest of the disease who
are awaiting admission to sanatoria.

(3) Other cases requiring special consideration.

In the case of tuberculous patients coming into the above
categories, patients must not be in receipt of Poor Law relief at the
time of recommendation, as these receive extra diet from the Public
Assistance Committee on the recommendation of the Tuberculosis
Officer.

The number of Camberwell patients who received extra nourish-
ment in 1937 was 80.

Institutional (Residential) Treatment of Camberwell
Patients in 1937 through the London County Council.

1. Adult Males :—

Number of applicants for residential treatment .., ... ... 162
Number who received residential treatment 2% sk A 148
Number who did not receive residential treatment :—
Not accepted ... . ... Rt 2
Failed to enter . 11
Awaiting ramdentml I:reatment Deeember 3151: 1931 1

Classification of Adult Males who received Residential Treatment,
Pulmonary cases in which tubercle bacilli had not been found in
the sputum ., 31
Pulmonary cases in which tubercle bacilli had been found in
the sputum .. 83
Early pulmonary tuberculosis .. .
Moderately advanced pulmnrmry tuberculosis
Advanced pulmonary tuberculosis ... cas
Surgical tuberculosis. . 16
Diagnosis of tubereulosis ... ... .. .. e e 12
Not classified 6

2, Adult Females :—

Number of applicants for residential treatment 150
Number who received residential treatment 143
Number who did not receive residential treatment :—
Not accepted ...
Failed to enter .,
Awaiting residential treatment December 31st, 1937

SRR

e |

Classification of Adult Females who received Residential Treatment.
Pulmonary cases in which tubercle bacilli had not been found in
the sputam ., 29
Pulmonary cases in which ‘tubercle bacilli had been found in
the sputum ... B8
Early pulmonary tu berculosis ..
Moderately advanced pulmunarjr tuberculosis
Advanced pulmonary tuberculosis ... -
Surgical tuberculosis. . 13
Diagnosis of tuberculosis ... 3
Not classified 10

w388
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Homes. Colonies.
St. Barnabas Burrow Hill
Bishopsbourne Papworth ~
St. George's Preston Hall
Firs .
Douglas
Viectoria
Hampshire
St. Luke’s
CHILDREN.
Hospitals, Sanatoria and Homes.
Highwood Naylands
Heatherwood Millfields
Queen Mary's East Anglian
Princess Elizabeth of York Vietoria
Royal Waterloo

The average duration of residential treatment given by the
London County Council in 1937 to 291 adults was 17-7 weeks.
The average duration of residential treatment given to 48 children
by the London County Council in 1937 was 17-5 weeks. This refers
only to those who began treatment in that year. Many of these
will remain in institutions during varying periods of 1938. Some
will probably remain the whole year. The ultimate averages are
therefore to be reckoned as considerably higher. It should be
remembered that a good many patients took their discharge before
completion of treatment thereby reducing the possible averages,

The Work of the Tuberculosis Care Committee.
Christmas Seal Sale 1937.

For the fifth year in succession a Christmas Seal Sale was
organised in Camberwell. The receipts were £388 5s. 94d. and the
payments £128 8s. 11d. leaving a clear profit of £259 16s. 10id.
The profits of the Seal Sale have increased each year.

Again thanks are due to the ladies of the Inner Circle of the
Rotary Club who addressed 7,000 envelopes. To the L.C.C. schools
in Camberwell who collected £37 2s. 5d.—to six cinemas (Astoria,
Coronet, Gaumont, Golden Domes, New Grand Hall and Tower),
who so kindly showed free of charge a film advertising the Seal Sale.

The Secretary of the Care Committee has compiled the following
figures and items of information in relation to some of its work in
1937 - —

One hundred and forty-one cases were helped in their applica-
tions to the Public Assistance Committee. Thus patients received

money, food, extra diet, ete.
Nine cases were assisted in their applications to the British Red

Cross Emergency Fund.
Seventeen cases were assisted in their applications to the United

Services Fund.
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The Care Committee assisted the London County Council in
making arrangements for the institutional treatment of 339 patients.
Efforts were made to settle all difficulties which threatened to bring
patients home from sanatoria too soon.

Co-operation took place with the Charity Organisation Society
in 12 cases and with the Invalid Children’s Aid Association in 55
cases.

The Committee co-operated with many families in which there
was a tuberculous member by endeavouring to obtain new homes for
them on the housing estates of the L.C.C. and elsewhere.

Patients were advised on questions concerning their employ-
ment.

To a large number of patients personal help in discussing their
difficulties was given in addition to the above.

The Following Items will show how Part of the Christmas
Seal Fund was Spent,

The provision of pocket money to 36 more or less destitute
patients while they were receiving institutional treatment.

Clothing to 68 patients.

Mothers” Help in the case of 3 patients while awaiting sana-
torium treatment or as a convalescent measure for a short period
after leaving the sanatorium.

Payment of fares in 35 cases where relations would otherwise
have been unable to visit patients in sanatoria—many at some
considerable distance from London.

Purchase of surgical appliances and bed comforts in 8 cases.

Purchase of bedding and the loan of a bed in 16 cases.

Purchase of spectacles in 3 cases.

Payment for cost of household removals in 9 cases.

Payment of key money and rent in 2 cases.

The Handicraft Class.

Meetings were continued on Friday afternoons throughout the
year with an approximate attendance of 10 students per session.
A variety of articles were produced under the supervision of the
teacher and 5 students sent goods valued at £45 12s. 10d. to the
Ex-Service men’s Exhibition held at the Imperial Institute on
December 20th, 1937.

Articles to the value of £30 17s. 4d. were sold and in addition
orders were received for stools valued at £1 11s.

Throughout the year the class proved its value as a means of
maintaining the interest and skill of the craftsman and as an en-
couragement to the patient to develop a more specialised means of

livelihood.
C. FREDERICK PRICE, Tuberculosis Officer.
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