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CAM 33
Public Heolth Pepﬂrtmwnt,
Town Hall,
Comberwell, 3.E.5.

27th Septembor, 1945.

To His Worship the Mayor, Aldermon and Cowncillors
of the Metropolitan Borough of Camborwell,

Mr. Mayor, Aldermen and Cowncillors,

This report like the reports on the health of the Dorough: and the
work of tho Public Heanlth Dopartment for the yoars 1939-43 ia an
abridged war-time roport.

The health of the inhabitants of the Borough throughout the year
gave no cause for anxiety.

in outbreak of influenza which started at the end of 1943 continued
in the early part of the year. Local arrangerents were mde at the
suggestion of the Minilstry of Hoalth to overcome the difficulties
arising out of the shortage under Wor conditions of medicnl and nursing
assistanco, help in the home and the provision of meals in affected
households. The local doctors were fortunatoely able to meot all demands
for thelr serwices and the local branch of the Womens VYoluntary Sorvices
dealt with the few roquests reccived for domoestic help and the yrovision
of msnls in the homes of the afflicted. The number of deaths was 18.

It is now possible to publish the population fipures which had been
previcously withheld during the war years for security ronsons. Those
figures rclate solely to the eivilian population of the Borough. The
birth and death rates arc reprinted for the years 1939-43 together with
the corresponding rates for 1944, r

1338, 1940, 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944,

Population. 219,600 173,750 127,570 129,900 132,330 129,880
Birth rabo. 13,85 15.80 15.60 18.14 18.76 18,93
Death roto. 12 .43 19.13 19,90 15,64 16,00 18.70
Infantile

Hortality rate. 36.00 46,6 58.82 53.88 48,32 52,05
Metornal

Hﬂrtﬂlitr rate. EIM YTy Elﬁz 2 et 1!13 l1.58
Tuboreulosis

Mortality rato. 070 0.86 1.03 1.00 1.04 0.84

The number of cases of infoctlious disemsc in 1944 remained at o
low levels The mumbor of new casas of pulmonary tuberculosis was more
than in 1943, '

The London County Council's Mass Mininture Radiozraphy Unit for the
detection of pulmonnry tuberculosis was available in April for two months
at the South Bastern Hospital for the exomination of Camberwell workers.
1125 men and 867 women voluntecrs ecmployed in industrial undertakings in
the Borough were examined. The numbor of cases referred to the employecs
own medical attendant following the X~Ray examination as "probably suffer-
ing from tuberculosis" was:~ Males 11, Femalos 7,

The Council decided during the year to bring within the Home Helps
Scheme, cnses of sickness of mothers who have living with them children
under five years of age for whose care no alternative arrangements oan
be made, always provided that the needs of expoctant and nuwraing mothera
have already beon met.
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Every endeavour was mode to ndd to the number of persons on the
panel available for these services to meet the requiroments of this
extension of the Scheme, but without succeass. Consoquently it has not
boon possible to implement tho Council's desire to extend the Service
in tho manner indiecateds. Indoed, it frequently happens that the demands
of the oxpectant mothers cannot be met in view of tho small number of
Home Helps avallablo to undertake tho duties of these appointments.

The mroblem of the i{llegitimate child also recelved attention by
the Council and a Scheme wns ndopted embodying the recommendatlons sub-
mitted by the Metropolitan Boroughs'! Standing Joint Committee to the
Constituent Councils in the intercst of unmiformity of practice through-
out the Motropolis. The principal features of the Scheme arei-
guarantecd payments by the local euthority to Foster Mothers for their
services and closer co-operation between the Moral Welfare Worker of
the Southwark Diocesan Association and the Public Health Department in
all mattoras affecting the mother and her 1llegitimate child.

The Ministry of Health Cireular on the care of Fremature Infants
was also reviewed and Instructions were giwven for the welght of the
baby ot birth to be included in future iIn the particulara required to
be furnished by a person giving notice of the birth of a child and for
arrangements to be made as far as possible for the admission of selected
ciso8 to hospltal.

Closo co-operation exlsts between the Maternity Units of the
various hospitals receiving Camberwell mothers for confinement and the
Public Health Department. On leaving hospital, these infants are closely
followed up by the Heoalth Visitors.

Two of the twelve War-time Nurseries in ths Borough were irreparably
damaged by flying bombs during the year and a Rest Centre Fursery was
temporarily closed as.a result of enemy actlon damage. The Nurserles
destroyed recelved children in the 0 = 5 years of age groups

A deputy matron and nursery nurse were loaned for temporary service
at Nursoeries outside London in view of the exodus of mothers and child-
ron from the Borough during Fly-bombing.

The nursing ataff of the War-time Murseries were examined at the
Tuberculosia Diaspensary in accordance with the suggeations made by the
Ministry of Health in their Circular 111/44.

Miss K. Harris, a temporary Health Visitor was at the request of

the Ministry of Health loaned to supplement the health visiting staff at
Northampton.

In conclusion I wish to thank the members of the Council and the
Chairmen of the Standing Committeea for their continued support and

encouragement and the staff of the Pyblic Health Department for thelr
loyal eo-operation throughout the year.

I am, your obedlent scrvant,
Hs Ws BARNES.
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.
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DEATHS, CEUSES OF, AMD AGES AT, LURING THE YEAR 1944

£ D sex |43 | o0- |2 15- |46~ | 65

Canzes o eath ax ages - - 5= H= = ™
Heart disease M. | 3I6 - - - 10 E7 | 248
F.| 313 - - - 14 35 | 264
Other lis: of circ: system e | 29 -1 = - 1101 A8
¥, 30 - - - - 91 21

Eronchitis M. ] 114 it - - 5 45 53
s Bd - - - 1 it 49
Pneumonia M- 67 g - 2 5 19 &5
¥ 45 (5] 2 - i 10 24

Other recp: dlsesses M. o - - - 1 1 5
FI g Lo .~ = E z, '4

Tleer of astomach or duodenum Ha S5 - - - 4 e 2
Fa o - - - 1 o B
Diarrhoea under 2 years M. 16 |36 |1 - - - -
Ftt 15 1? 1 - - - -

Apﬂanﬂiﬂitiﬂ Ma 2] - - - 1 5 4
; Fa - - = 2 - o 1
Other dipgestive rdiseases M. 20 1 1 = o 7 8
¥, 24 = - - 3 L 12

Nerhritis M. 17 - - 2 o 4 (5]
e 10 = - 1 2 & 3
Pusr :and post-abtort: scpasis M. - = - - - - -
Fl E L - - E = -

Other maternal causes M. -E- - - = E - -
Promature bhirth M. 15 15 - - - - -
Fl 13 15 - - - - -

Con: Mal: birth inj: M. |-2L -2~ 2 - 2 -
infant 4dis: Fa 10 e - - - 2 1
SBulcide M. 10 - - - 2 L 7
P s 3 - - - - 1 -

Road Typaffic acc: M. 9 = 2 2 2 - 3
Fa 7 - - 1 2 1 3
Other violent causes M. | AV7B 5 B | 20 | 44 60 41
F. | 227 3 110 13 a7 60 54

411 other causes M. 63 | 4 1 1 B 14§ 35
F. |57 | al1] 1| el3ses

INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

HOTIFICATIONS.
notifications during tha year (1712) was made up as

The number of
follows =

Diphtheria and Croup ses see
Scarlet Fever se ses ses sasn
Maaz lea Mes mew BEw weE BEe
Whooping COugN o see sas aun
Enteric Fever . Para-typhoid

{Acute Influenzal .
Pneumonla hayute Primary ...

Erys,ip&las " eea BEE EEF saE

Cerebro-Spinal lMeningitis ..
Malarlas sss ses ss2 ses sus
DFSEEtﬁrF BE EEE SEE 88 sa@
ﬂphthﬂlmiﬂ Neonatorum ss sss
Puﬂrp&rﬂl Fever sEE wEe waR
P‘uurperral P'STBIiE- ad ass sww
SGHbiﬂﬂ a@® wEF8 Sew BEF @@
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Tobtal.

59
le2
304
328

3

16

68

45

15

i
42
6
6

10
617
18

L7

In sixty instances it was found that the patién‘h was not suffering
from the discase notiflied.






















1. Number of Cases on Dispensoary’ 2. Number of cases trans-
Roglator on January lst, 1944 (1,610 ferred from other arcas
and ¢asos returned after 7Y
discharged under Head 3
in previous yeoars.
g« Number of cases ftransferred 4. Cases written off during
to other aroas, caseos not the year as Dead (all
desirous of further assist- 164 causes ) 79
ance under the Schemc and :
casos "loat sight of". {
5. ¥umber of attendanccs at {6« Number of consultations
the Disponsary (including I with Medical Practitionore:-
contacts ) a,906 (a) Personal 5
(b) Other 1,535
7+ Humber of viaits by |8+ Fumber of visltas by Nurscs
Tuberculosis 0fficers to or Heoalth Visitors to homeos
homes (incluvding personal 176 for Disponsary purposes. 6,689
consultations ) 3
9« Number of:- 10.Number of "recovered" caso:
(a) Spocimens of sputum ete, | restored to Dispensary
oxamined 654, Reglster and included in 1
(b) X-ray examinations made A (a) and A (b) abovo.
in connection with Dis=-
pensary work =,412 |
11.Number of "T.B.plus" cases '
on Dispensary Register at z67
Docomber 3lat, 1944. i

ARTIFICTAL PHNEUMOTHORAX TREATIENT. A total of 2,250 refill treatments
were given to Camberwoll patients as compared with 1,925 in 1943.

Threo patlents recelvod Finseon Light trcatment and slx paticnts
dental treatment. Extra dlet was glven to 62 pationts end 35 pocket
flasks were supplied.

X-raye Evory now casc of "contaot" attonding the dispensary during

t rocelved X-ray examination. -

TUSBERCULOSIS ALLOWAKCES. Momo 266/T. Tho Govornment scheme of
monctary payments to patlents suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis
reco 1"-"5113 approved treatmont, and their dependents, commenced in June
19453. The operation of the scheme has worked smoothly. Porticulars
of the cases dealt with under the schome during 1944 appear in the
sub=Joined tablo.

le Numbor of applicatlons considered «-sss sss ses 186
2+ Number of applications found to be oligible s+« 161
e Number found to be ineligibleo but bocame

entitled to an allowance at 2 lator dato. ese 1
4. Nunmber of applicaotionsz approved and sub-

saguently lapsed ma a result of elterad

e b e T2y o R Te o -k R S e e R e e eg

HANDICRAFT CIASS. The mombers of the clasa continued their high stan-
dard of work, and a ready market for the articles made by them was found.
The Friday afternoon cless continued throughout the year and there were
50 sesslons; the aversge attendance was 10 membors.

CHRISTMAS SEAIS SALE. Tho receipts were £408,13.43d., and the expenses
£7Gs7+00e, the balance of £332.5.104d. boing disbursed in the provision
of boddlng and other comforts for tuberculous pationta.






