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PREF AQE,
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To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Metropolitan Borough of Woolwioh,

Mr, Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present you with my 18th Annual
Report on the Health of Woolwich, including the 28th Annual
Report for Plumstead, The report is again abbreviated o
to the high cost of printing and the usual tables are omitted,
They have, however, beern prepared and are kept for reference,

The Borough, like the rest of England, experienced ar
exoeptionally high ceath rate due to the severe epidemic of
Influenza which visited London in October,

The infant mortality rose in 1918 even more than the

5anﬂral death rate, In 1917, although for the first time

oolwlioh had the lowest infant mortality of any Metropolitan
Borough, it was noticeable that the infant mortelity had not
declined as much as the genseral death rate, In 1918 there
was 8 marked increase of the illegitimate birth rate, the
death rate of illegitimate infants, the deaths under one week
and the deaths from Puerperal Fever, T believe that sexual
immorality and illegitimacy -- which is muoh greater than
appears from official returns -- are a main cause that infant
mortality has not desolined as much as might be hoped, Though
there has been a vwery great improvement the Public Health
during my tenure of office there is ample roam for further
advance, and the subject of illegitimacy is one which calls
for serious attention,

In presenting this, my last Annual Report, I have to
acknowledge with thanks the support whioh your Counocil has
given to my many proposals for improving the public health,
and hope that my sucocessor may have your whole-hearted co-
operation in his efforts to further reduce disease and inerease
the public health and welfare,

I am,
Mr, Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
SIINEY DAVIES,
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on the
HEALTH OF THE METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF WOOLWICHF
Year ending 31st, December, 1918,
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STATISTICS

Population,

1, The population of the Borough of Woolwich, as estimated
at the Oensus of 1911, was 121,376, The estimated .civil popula~
tion to the middle of 1917 was 146,503, The same population has
been taken for 1918, as there has been no inorease of hous
acoommodation, and no known dimimtion or increase of inhabitants,

The population of the four Registration Districts at
thaflaat three OCensuses and the present estimated population is
as follows:- ,

Census Census T Jensus Estimated to
1891 1901 % 1911 middle 'of 1918
Woolwlich Parish 40,848 41,6235 36,710 33,605
Plumstead Parish:
Wast 38,569 40,328 43,098
52,436
East 29,758 30,888 39,434
Eltham Parish " 5,710 _7,226 13,450 30,376
88,084 117,178 121,376 146,503 i

The following figures show how the number of persons
to & house in Woolwich and Plumstead has varied during the past
four Censuses:-







WOOLWICE PLUMSTEAD

Census, 1891 s - 6-08
LR 1896 e a = 5'14
e 1901 T 7°85 605
" 1911 e 7+87 0+d4

2, The estimated population of soldiers in barracks in
June, 1918, wag 9,073, making the total population 155,576,
The civil population is used for all statistical rates except
the Borough birtih rate,

The Registrar-General estimates the oivil population
at 134,453, and the total at 150,650,

In the Annual Heport for 1913, on pages L5 to 19,
tables were given showing the age distribution and condition as
to marriage of the pepulation, the proportion of males and
females compared with London and England, and the olassification
of buildings., and in the Report for 1914, the number to a house
in each Ward, ,

3, The following table shows the number of new houses
certified for water each year since the Census of 1911:-

New Houses. April 1st, to June 30th, 1911 34
’e T July 1lst, 1911 to June 30th, 1912 93
e e July idst, 1912 to June 30th, 1913 141
’o ’o July ist, 1913 to June 30th, 1914 254
. _— July l1lst, 1914 to June 30th, 1915 170
'e s July 1lst, 1915 to June 30th, 1916 139
'S 33 July 1st, 1816 to June GOth. 1917 a6
e s July 1st, 1917 to June 30th, 1818 3

The following are the numbers of new houses and huts
eracted hy the Government for Munition Workers from 1915-1917:~

Houses 1,269 Ruts, 1,904,

4 Unoccupled Houses, At the 1901 Census, there were 234
unosoupied houses in the Borough, viz,, 46 in Woolwich, 86 in
Plumstead, and 102 in Eltham, At the 1911 Census there were
1,296, viz,, 450 in Woolwich, 387 in West Plumstead, 250 in
Eapt Plumetead, and 209 in Eltham, :

In Jarmary, 1916, the Hate Collectors found 57 housas
unoccupled, viz,, 7 in Woolwich, 13 in West Plumstead, 5 in Esast
Plumstead, and 32 in Eltham, There are now practlcally no houses
fit for ocoupation to let, The Government Huts., though soc much
eritioised, are all full and there is a long waiting 1ist of
epplicants wishing to occupy them,
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BIRTHS,

5, The number of births was 2,578, viz,, 662 in Woglwich
parish, 665 in West Plumstead, 710 in East Plumstead, and 541 in
Eltham (corrected for children born in the Infirmary, and the
Wood Street Home for Mothers and Babies, whose parents reside
outside the Borough, and births in outl institutions), The
birth rate (calculated on the total population) 16:5 compares
with 17-1 in 1917, The rate for the County of London was 16-1,

MNotification of Births, 2,418 live births were notified
under the Notification of Births Aot (1,238 males, 1,172 females,
8 not stated), This is at the rate of 94 per cent of the regis-
tered births, compared with 92, 89, 97, 86 and 95 per cent in the
five preceding years, 1,515 births were notified by midwives,
137 by the -Hospital for Mothers and Babies, 340 by medical _
practitioners and 303 by other persons, 70 still-births were
notified (79, 59, 75, 77 and 88 in 1913 to 1917 respectively).
0f the still-horn, 37 were males and 33 females,

The Notification of Births Act was adopted on March 1lst,
1908, There were 160 births last year which were not notified,
All the parents, midwives and Doctors who neglected to notify were
ceutioned, The excuse generally given by the midwife was, that
the notification must have been lost in the gust. and by the
Doctor, forgetfulness, The parents either did not know their
responsibility., or thought it had been discharged by the profes-
sional attendant,

6. The following table gives the birth rate of the Borough |
au the years 1901-5, 1906-10, 1911~-1915, 1916, 1917 and 1918,
and, for the purposes of camparison, the corresponding rates of
the neighbouring Boroughs. London and England:-

BIRTH _RATE,

1901-5§ | 1906-10 | 1911-15( 1916 | 1917 | 1018
Greenwich Borougn| 27+6 26°5 26°1 24'6 i 21°1 | 17'6
Lewishem ., 257 23 .3 202 20°4 | 16°'5 | 146
West Fem  ,, 33.1 314 29-7 28°8 | 23°2 | 22'4
East Ham X 33°8 -— 244 23-1 18-5 15°3
Erith 34:1 - 24°8 23:1 | 20.0 | 188
London 28+2 26+5 24-7 23°0 | 17-4 | 16°1
England and Wales 28-2 26+0 2345 a1*6{ 17's | 17°7
Woolwich Borough 29-2 25+3 22+2 21°7{ 17°1 | 16°5







¥ The followi table gives the birth-rate for the Borough
and each Registration District for the five past quinquennia and
for 1916, 1917 apd 1918, the rates for the Registration Districts
being caloulated on the eivil population, Correction has been
made for births in the Infirmmary. the Wood Street Eome for Mothere
.and Babies and outlying institutions, and the births distributed
‘to the parishes to which they properly belong,

West Plumstead and Eltham had the lowest birth-rate of
the four rRegistration Districts, Although the birth-rate in
Eltham has fallen very much since 1916, it was still higher than
in the five years 1911-15, The greatest decrease gince 1911-15
is in the parishes of Woolwich and West Plumstead,

g S i e s A e s N g e e i e e g e e A

Woolwich Borough |32°5| 30°2 | 20°2 | 25-3| 22°2| 21°7 {17°1| 16°5
Woolwioh Parish [81-1|30'1|29°0|237-9; 26°2 | 21°5 |19°6| 197}
Plumstead - West) EEO-? 21+68 {174 154
;53'3 31°0 | 30°1 | 24+7 3

Bast (227 | 20°5 {187 | 18°0g

Eltham Parish 22°g | 20°6 | 24°0 | 21°6| 17°3 | 23°5 [18°'2 | 17'8

[ —————————— e e e e e i Tl

*
ﬁTutal population used, . 3
Civil population used; number of soldiers not known, but very small,

&, Illegitimate Births, 98 of the births registered were
illegitimate, giv a rate of 38 per 1,000 births, compared with
23, 21, 29, 34 and 37 in the five preceding vears,

MARRIAGES,

9, There were 1,484 marriages, - The marriage rate was 20°2
compared with 17*7, 37°1, 25*7 and 19°7 in the four preceding vears,
The marriage rate in England and Weles in 1917 was 13+8 and was
the lowest on record,

DEATHS.

10, Table 1 gives the gross and net deaths and death rates
in 1918 and each of the past sixteen yeare, and shows how the net
deaths are arrived at,

il The net deaths were 2,092, and the net death-rate 14°3
oompared with 123 and 10+6 in the two preceding years, and 12-5
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the average of the ten years 1905-1914,
rate recorded since 1972,

i2. The foll

This is the highest

table shows the death-rate of Woolwich
compared with London and the adjoining Boroughs:-

England and Wales

86 great t
London
Greenwich
Lewisham
West Ham
East Ham
Erith
WOOLWICH

OWns

1917

l4-4
14-6
15°0
15°1
L B
1475
11°4
96
106

1918

ol ol il
@ =]
Douoem

13+6
199
14°5
12°7
14*3

In 1917 Woolwich had the lowest death-rate of all the Metropols
itan Boroughs; last year three Boroughs had a lower death rate,
viz,, Hampstead, Wandsworth and Lewisham,

15, The foll

table

gives the average death-rate in

each Registration District of the Borough during the past six
quinquennial periods, 1916, 1917 and 1918,

Woolwich parisn had the highest death rate and Eltham

the lowest,

TS B M W U W R W S S |"-"'-‘-_ ---------------------- R e [ r ——————————————
1886[ 1891 ¥ 18906 | 1901 | 1906} 1911 :
to to to to t.o to (191611917t 1918
18901 1895} 1900 | 19051 1910! 1915
Woolwich Borough{ - | 17'2{ 16°9{ 13.91 12'5| 12°7/12°3}10°6/14°3
Woolwich Parish 20°4{ 19°3| 20°1{ 16°5| 14°8{ 14'9| 14“§13-9{18°1
Plumstead - West 13:2|12°8111°81158'5
16+4] 16°0{ 156°1}{ 12°9| 12°0}
Bast 11*8{10°2{ 8.4{12°4
Eltham Parish - { 13-01} 14°6 { 10-2] 10*'1] 8-0| 8.5| 8-0!10'8
London zo-ul 19°8] 18°5}16-1| 14'9] 14°7{14'3 [15°0|18*7

¥Three years -- 1888, 1889 and 1890,

14, The following tables give the numbers dying

—————————— e

at various

ages in the past sixteen years from all sauses and Influenza, and
the deaths at all ages from certain diseases, not hereafter

referred to:-
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Antual Ueaths -- 1yuUs-1918,

-------- o e e e e e e e e T T e [ e e e R -
] Age Period
 Under 70 &
Year 1 1-5 | 5=10{10-15[15=-20|20-25| 25=35] 35-45] 45-55| 55=65[65=75 over
1903=7 |402°'4|162°8| 43°4] 27 31:4| 44°8/104°2 15814 155°6|174'8 20141 171
aver, ;
1908~12| 250°4{131°4| 41°4| 23°4| 33°2| 33°2| 87°4{127 [146°6|/199°2|211°'6| 2038
aver,
1913 | 229 93 |34 25 | 44 48 109 (134 1177 |208 |240 |239
1914 | 239 |141 52 33 47 35 97 1147 |1B4 (225 [246 |244
1915 |268 136 |62 28 47 41 93 170 |210 246 ~|269 |.863
1916 |215 (105 |40 33 41 37 99 1160 (200 224 |269 {260
1917 | 314 113 28 34 4] 33 06 118 179 221 243 232
1918 | 268 169 80 57 73 29 232 2086 217 233 234 244
Influ=-
enza 11 31 |36 21 35 a8 |181 57 43 al 23 12
--------------------------------------------------- e T B L T ey
> Average| Average j X 4
Deaths from 1903-7 | 1908-12 | 1913 1914 /1915 ; 1916 |19})7 | 1918 ﬂ
Apoplexy and all |
other diseases of ;
the heart and |
blood vessels 2174 2588 312 432 351 319 283 268 i
Nephritis and l
Bright's direuse 44 47 57 46 a7 45 48 43 |
Respiratory diseases ! ! i
-- all forms (except 2608 228°4 254 | 287 385 | 299 302 350
Phthisis) L i _ _
e ey e e = = - - -l--l--l--.

15, The Natural increase of the population., TIn spite of
the high mortalily -- Woolwich -- more fortunatd than many towns.
had an excess of births over deathe of 486 compared with 1.148
in 1917,

INFANT MORTALITY

4 18 The deaths under one year were 268 compared with 214
in 1917, The infant mortality (deaths under one year per 1,000
births ) was 104, This is the highest rate recorded since 1907,
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The following table gives the infantile mortality in the

Borough since 1901, compared with the neighbouring Boroughs,
London and England:-

e o o o W e o A Al e o, i i i i s B L T, m— e m———- - -

1901 | 1906 1911

=5 | =10 =15 11916 | 1917 19718
Liewlisham 112 92 gl 72 87 66
Gresnwich 107 112 103 83 101 116
West Ham 158 126 114 98 105 114
East Ham 131 106 80 78 85 66
Erith 112 80 77 60 835 82
London 138 114 108 RO 103 107
97 great towns 127 117 98 104 106
England & Wales 135 115 109 91 97 av
WOOLWICH BOROUGH 119 97 86 70 79 104

Though the rate was lower in Woolwich than in London,
the difference was very little, The Woolwich rate was umasually
high, both absolutely and relatively to London,

17, The following table gives the infantile mortality during
the past two years, and the six preceding quinquennia in the
Borough and each Registration Distriot,

Woolwioh Farish 161 1671 170 | 134| 109 | 103 B2 1 97| 128

Plumstead - West
121 120 132 113 91

Bast i 81 ) ! 55) 84 8BS
Eltham - 165 | 160 97 89 67 83 | 67 109
Woolwich Borough 140 | 146 IIQJ 97 86 70| 79| 104

el e T Sy S—_—— e - ——

- -J___—_-.-... bl LS ——

* 1888, 1889 and 1890,

Woolwich Parish and Eltham had the highest meortality, and East
Plumstead the lowest,

dauses of death of the infants dying in 1918 under one year,

It shows that 41 per cent of those who disd under one year were
under one month old, compared with 42 per cent in 1917, 49 per
cent in 1916, and 37 per cent in Lhe previous ten years: 69 deaths
were from premature birth, compared with 41, 53, 55, 55, and 49,
in the five preceding years, The number of deaths undsr one we ek
in the past five years was 68, 55, 73, 57 and 75, respectively,
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; The number of deaths from suffocation was 5 compared
with five in 1917 and nil in 1916, In the previous four years
the deaths from suffocation in bed averaged four a year, and in
the four years 1904-7 they averaged 7, Two of the five deaths
whioh occurred in 1918 took place at birth and were apparently
due to lack of proper attention, and not to overlving,

The death rate per 1,000 births from premature pirth
in Woolwioch Borough was 22°'9 compared with 14-+2, 20°'5, 19-5,
17*9 and 17+8 in the five preceding years, In London it was
19+5 in 1917,

There were 34 deaths of illegitimate infants,

The death-rate of illegitimate infants under one year
was 347 per 1,000 births (compared with 218 in 1917) and that of
legitimate ohildren 94, This %raat. increase in the illegitimate
death-rate and the inorease of the premature birth-rate are dis-
quieting facts,

19, Compared with 1917 the past year had among infants
more deaths from premature birth, injury at birth, enteritis,
bronchitis, meningitis, whoéping cough and influenza,

20, Deaths between 1 and 5 years., 81 deaths (57 in 1917)
ocourred between 1 and 2 years, and 88 (56 in 1917) between 2
and 5), The death-rate between 1 and 5 was 16'3 per 1,000
children of that age found at the Census (viz., 10,357) com-

red with 13°1, 10*1, and 13'6, in the three previous years,
00 much emphasis must not be attached to this apparent increase
which is no doubt largely due to inecrease of population,

2l. Zymotioc Death-rate, The number of deaths from scariet
fever, diphtheria, measles, whooping cough, enteric fever, and
from diarrhoea and énteritis (under 2 years of age as regards
diarrhoea and enteritis), was 105, and the death rate per 1,000
population 0-72, compared with 095, 0°85, and 0°69, in *he three
previous years,

The zymotic death rate has fallen greatly since 1901,
when it was 1°51,

a2, INQUESTS. There were 112 inquests, compared with 123.
146, 180, 181, and 131, in the five preceding years,

The following table gives particulars as to the cause
of death:-
8






1, Natural causes S i o7
2, Alcoholism S o 1
3, Accidental Causes;~
Burns and Scalds » 4
Drowninns i 3
Vehicular traffic:-
(a) By road vaa 10
(b) By rail 2
Explosions 22k 8
Suffecativn - Overlying 3
Other Aecidenual causes 18 48

4, Homicidal Cases:-
Sulcide S
Murder and Manslaughter

03 &

6
!

—— e ——

The MAccidéntal Causes! were 37, 39, 63, and 52, in the
four preceding years, The "Homicidal Causes" were 21, 12, 13,
and 7, in the same years, The reduction of accidents and homi-
cide is very eatisfactory,

The death-rate from violence was 0°37 compared with
0:56 in London.

SMALL-POX,

23, Not a single case of small-pox was notified in Woolwich,
35 cases were notified in London, In view of the possible spread
of the disease to thi-~ district the Medical Officer of Health was
authorised to arrange for the maintenance and observation of
oontacts at the Health Shelter,

The Local Government Board has authorised all Medical
Officers of Health to vaccinate contacts who require it,
MEASLES,
24, There were 21 deaths from Measles, giving a rate of 0.14,

compared with 0433, 0°17 and 0°21 in the three preceding years,
-The rate in London County was 0-42, 5

a8 Of the 21 who died from measles, 20 were under five
years of age,

26, 800 notifications were received under the Local Govern-
ment Board Order, compared with 1,590 and 1,710 in 1916 and 1917,
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The mortality per ocent of notifications was 2+3. compared with
1*4 . and 1+8 in the two preceding years,

12 cases were removed to the Fever Hospital on the
certificate of the Medical Officer of Health that isolation was
necessary, compared with 10 in 1916 and 45 in 1917,

a7, The following table gives the number of deaths and death-
rates from measles for the past three years, and five preceding
quinquennia in eacn parish and the death-rate in London:-

----------- r—i-----——--—--c T -
Woolwich A Plumstead | Eltham The Borcugh London
Year Aver,| Rate | Aver,| Rate | Aver,| Rate| Aver, Rate. Rate
. No, No, No, No, :
1891«~5 20 049 29 0°51 | Not recorded| 49 0*b1 0*89
1896~1900 34 |0°'81 36 0*57 |t recorded 70 067 0°567
1901-5 9 0+*22 156 0-22 1 0-13 26 0-21 044
1906~10 17 043 18 0°*23 3 0*'20 a7 0°30 0'40
1911~15 ! 13 0*30 14 0°19 2 b o 27 0321 0°42
1916 ' 8 024! 1B |0*19 il a3 |0*17 0+19
1917 3o 0391 11 106°10 7 |0-23] B 0°21 0*48
1918 13 | 0+39 7 |0-09 1 j10'081 21 10'14 | 0-42
= el L S S ——— — = e R el ape—— ——— i -

The actual reduction in Measles mﬁgtality is not so large
as appears from the above table, owing to the faot that the
falling birth rate has caused a diminution in the number of
children 1liv under five years, but it is very satisfactory teo
find that the death rate is still falling,

The following table, giving the deaths and death-rates
per 1,000 births, shows the reduction more nearly but not suffi-
ciently favourably:-

Mo, Fate,
1891-95 (average) 40 147
1896*‘1900 Ty ?O 20‘ i g’
1901-05 s 26 i
1906-10 ’e 37 11°8
1911-15 o B 9.8
1916 i 23 745
1917 e 31 11°*5
1918 L] 21 B+1

It appears from these tables that, whereas from 1891-
1900 Woolwioch had a somewhat higher measles' mortality than
London, sinoe that date the measles death~rate has greatly dimin-
ished, and diminished muech more in Woolwich than in London,
10






28, To prevent the spread of measles in school, the Medical
Officer of .the London County Oouncil contirued to close, or ex- °
clude unprotected children from classes on the occurrence of .one
or more ocases; The period of exclusion or closure was usually
for a few days only, in some cases for two weeks,

23#. Notification, By Order of the Local Government Board
made under 5, 130, P,H,A,, 1875, Measles and German Measles were
made campulsorily notifiable from January lst, 1916, (See Coun-
cil's Minutes, December 22nd, pege 93),

800 ocases of Measles werv notified compared with 1,710
in 1817, Of these 452 were under yive years of age, 316 between
five and fifteen, and 32 over 15, “The largest number of notifi-
cations was in Woolwich Parish, viz,, 592,

In addition, 113 cases of German Measles were notified,
The oost of notifieation was £21, 13. 0,

The ocase mortality was 2°6, In Woolwich parish it was
4'0, in Plumstead 1°® and in Eltham 0°+8,

The Health Visitors visited all notified cases, gave
advice as to isolation, cleanliness, ventilation, ete,, an
where it seemed desirable, and the friends approved, the District
Murse was requested to attend,

100 ocases were nursed compared with 139 in 1917,
These vieits were paid “~r by the Borough Council, according to
the arrangements made i.. 1916, at a cost of £35, 5, 2,
. 12 oases were admitted to a Fever Hospital on the
special recommendation of the Medical Officer of Health.

WHOOPING COUGH,

29, There were 29 deaths from Whooping Cough, The death-
*ate was 0°20, compared with 0-03, 0-25, an O-Dg, in the three
preceding years, and 0°43 in the County of London, 23 of the
children who died were under two years of age,

The following table gives the deaths and death-rates
par 1,000 population since the Borough was formed, compared
with London,

11






Woolwich London

fo. Tate Tate
1901-05 (averages 34 0°+28 0«35
1906-10 » 26 0:21 029
1811~-15 ¥ 17 0*14 0*21
1916 y e &4 0-256 0+18
1?1? ' 10 B g i1 4 D*13
19’18 " 29 0'20 i C"45

The dcath-rate per 1,000 births was 11'2, ocoumpared
with 11°]1 and 3°7 in 1916 and 1917,

y In 1913 an Order was issued by the L.cal Goverrment
Board giving permission to the Asylums Board to admit to their
hospitals children under 14 suffer from whooping-cough, on
the recommendation of the Medical Officer of Healtl,

Instructions printed on cards are left at houses waere

cases are notified by school teachers, The instructisns were
printed in the Annual Report for 1910.

SCARLET FEVER,

30, There were 217 cases of Scarlet Fever notified (deduc~
ting -6 cases of mistaken diagnosis) equivalent to a rate of 1'48
per 1,000 population, This compares with 0-99 in 1917, but is
otherwise the lowest rate recorded.

31, The follow: .g table shows ihe case-vates of scarlet
fever in the Borough and each Registration District during the
past eighteen years, compared with London:- :

Average
—————— i.--——*-—-——ulr-.—--—-—cfﬁ--—uI-—'———-l-—---—————--————----H---ﬂ'--r-—————'-l-————-—|---——-l e ——
1901 | 1908| 1911 | 1912} 1913 { 1914| 1915| 1916, 1917 { 1918
PRSI B 46 -7~ O
porough 3.15| 5-90| 409 | 3+80| 4+80 | 546 *31| 1:69| 0:99 | 1'48

Woolwloh parish| 2-99 | 5-66| 2«80 | 2-41 | 5-44 | 6+11

4
4 1.04| 1°19} 2*80
Plumstead West %.77 | 4.96 | 4.68 | 5.45] 4- )
3+94 | 633
8
3
3

East 7+51 | 4-88| 5°11 | 4-18
Eltham parish 3:91 | 4°04] 2°00|2.84| 4-36 | 745 1°67| 1°38 | 1°18
London Oounty | 3'57 | 4+23| 2+32|1°76| 3'89 } 5°53 2:06] 152 | 1°70

[P g —————————————————— A F i i e e vl s Y b ———

48

0

55| 1*98| 074 | 099
BO

94







32, Table III gives the age distribution, the number in
each parish, and the number removed to hospital. Woolwich
Parish was most affected,

33, Deaths, There were four deaths, giving a death-rate
of 0+03 per cent ocompared with 0°06, 003, and 0-01, in the threes
previous years, 0°08 in the five years 1908-12, and 0°19 in the
tén years 1801-1900, The death-rate in London was 0:03 compared
with 002 in 1917, The case mortality (or deaths per cent of
notifications) was 1+8 compared with 13, 1°4 and 17 in the
three preceding years,

a4 Hospital Isolation, Of the 222 cases notified, 1890 -
(or 85 per cent) were removed to one of the fever hospitals,
compared with 80, 88, 85, 91 and 85 per cent, in the five precs-

ding years,

35, EOME ISOLATION, 21 certificates of efficient home
1s¢lation were given to enable men to continue their employmenu
in the Arsenal, and so obviate unnecessary removal to hospital,
compared with 15, 18, and 6, in the three preceding years,

In the Amnual Report for 1911 a cauwparison was made
between home and hospital isolation, showing that, whereas there
were only 1°+6 per cent of failures in home isolation, there were
4'6 per cent in hospital isolation, Failure means the ocecurrence
of seoondary cases attributed to the primary case.

36, The Anmnual keport for 1905 contained a special report
on a statistical investigation into school incidence of scarilet
fever and diphtheria during the ten years 1896-1905,

DIPHTHERIA,

37, 208 cases of diphtheria were notified (exeluding 32
oases of mistaken diagnosis), The case-rate (number of cases
per 1,000 population), corrected for cases of mistaken diagnosis,
was 1:42 oompared with 1-77, 1+81 and 1°65 in the three preceding
years, and 1+99, the average of the ten years 1901-10. This
is the lowest case-rate recorded since 1910,

38, There were 25 deaths, compared with 11 and 16 4in 1916
and 1917, The death rate was 0°17 compared with 0.26, 0-15,
0-08 and 0°11, in the four preceding years,

13






The London death-rate was 0°17,

39, 71 of the total cases notified were in Woolwich parish,
75 in West Plumstead, 54 in East Plumstead, and 40 in Eltham,
The followi table shows the case-rate in each registration
district (not corrected for mistaken diagnosie) in *he past
seventeen years, compared with London and the Borough:-

-,._—--,q--p—-—-.-q_----.—.——-n---l-q_-r—-n—--—--.—-——u——-—Fn_._.__.— i e e Ll ol T S ——

lggl 1906| 1911} 1912{ 1913| 1914|1915/ 1216 | 1917 1918

- -10

Borou 1°7113°20f 1°68{309] 1°9112°72i177/1°'81 | 1°65] 1*42

Woolwleh Parish 1°63| 2°34| 2°+40| 4-38/4-473| 4-92|2°2312+80 | 1-76|2*11

Plumstead Parish| 1°87( 2°40|W1-19|3+72| 2-32| 234G | 1- 2+11){ 1-60/ 174
E2:33] 2-811{1°02]| 2:39|2+87 125 1601 1737

Bltham Parish 1.62] 2+22| 2.30{1.71{ 129 3+33[0-88|1+72 | 2.06] 1-32

London 1 1-90f{ 1°63] 164157 1°70]|2+02({2:01{2:-04 | 2°06] 203

————————————————— ek Lk T p— S ——— -—-——I-—------.—-._——-.-—--_---.__..._..._-__—.,J..,__.--...-_p

Bast Plumstead had the lowest rate,.

40, 227 cases, or 93 per cent of tctal notifications, were
removed to hospital, compared with 94, 92, 91, and 91, per cent
in the four preceding years. A certificate of efficient home
isolation was given in 7 cases, compared with 1, 7, 10, 8, and 4,
in the five preceding years,

The case-mortality was 12‘0 per cenit, compared with 7-0,
9°7, 8'3, 4°4, and 6°'6. In the five preceding years,

14 carrier cases, with or without slignt symptoms, were
discovered by your Medisal Officer of Health. The usual steps
were taken,

67, or 24 per cent of the cases notified, were over 15
years of age, In the last seven years tkhere has been a marked
increase in the propertion of Diphtheria notifications over school

e. In 1911 the percentage was only 13 and there has been a
steady lincrease since, There is no similar increase in the rest
of London, and it is probably connected with changed age distribu-
tion of the population, and increased provisicn for discovering
infectious disease among munition workers,

A small outbreak, comprising 13 cases, occurred at the
Central Schools; the children attending were examined by the L,C.0,
Medical Officer and a large number cf absentees by the Medical
Officer of Health, Two of the former and four of the latter were
discovered to be carriers of infeciion and on their isolation the
outbreak oceased, s
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41. Mistaken Disgnosis, J2 oases, or 13 per cent of
notifications, were, arter removal to hospital, stated to be
not diphtheria, Ti.e percentage of the four preceding years

was 16, 16, 8, and 13, respectively.

42, Wilful Exposure, A boy after exposure to infection
in another Borough wes found to have congested throat and
Diphtheria beeillil, Ha was notified the parents warned,
In splte of this he was repeatedly exposed in the street,

The mother was prosecuted and fined 21/~ and 42/~ costs,

43, Bautgric%ggioal Diagnosis, Since January, 1913, the
Council's bacteriologlical work has been done by the Eacteriolog-
ical Deparitment of the Seamen's Hoepital, Greernwlich, 608 (95
in 1917) swabs were examined for the presence of Diphtheria
bacilli, In 62 (157 in 1917) the true Xlebs Loffler bacilluse
was found, and 497 were found free from either the Klebs Loffler -
bacillus or Hoffman's,

: 0f the 608 swabs examined, 95 ware taken from school
children by the Medical Officer of Health, Of these. 14 con=-
tained the true Klebs Loffler bacillus (so-called positive cases)
and 36 Hoffman's bacillus.

Most of the 14 positive ocases had some symptoms, viz,,
unlar§ed glands, running or sore nose, mild clinical diphtheria
or folliocular tonsilitis, These were notified and sent to
Hospital or strictily isolated. Positive cases without any
symptoms were oxcluded from school and Trom mixing with other
ohildren outside tke= house,

Diphtheria anti-toxin is kept at the Town Hall and
the Plumstead and Elthsem Free Libraries, and supplied to mediscal
practitioners on =2pplication at cost price, or free where there
is inability to pay, Last yesar five auantities were supplied
representing 28,000 units,

ENTERIC FEVER,

44, Thers were eight cases of Enteric Fever, not including
two cases of mistalken diagnosis notified as Enteric, The ocase=-
rate was 005, compared with 0-17, 0+05, and 0°05, in the three
preceding years. For the ten years - 1892-1901 the rate never
fell below 0°4L, The case~rate in London was 0-08,

45, There were two deaths from this disease, giving a
death rate of 0-01, The death rate in London was 0°02,
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46, The following are the cases notified in each parilsh
during the past seventeen years (not corrected for mistaken
diagnosis):~

Ave e
- - i il i o e < p fie J Je g 2 ————————— 0 e s e e -
1901] 2906 i < SR
-5 | =100 1911]/1912{1013]1014] 1015}1016 | 1917|1918
Woolwich |12+6| 7°6| 10| 10| 7| 6| 12| 2| 5| 2
Plumstead | 21-2[11°4(Ww, 3 | 4| 3| 6| 13| 3)] 2| s
R R R e R T e
E1tham e6| 28 "1| 4| 3| 2| 21| a3
R — R—— s e s e e ot ST R B2 T i) B R e SRR

One case was attributed to oysters, two to fried fish,
two to visits to the seaside, one to watercress, one ta direect

infection by another member of the family, and one was imported
from Greenwich, gwn agﬁitional cases w%re notified as paratyphoid,

Of the ten cases notified 9 were removed to a Fever Hos-
pital, two of which were reported as mistaken diagnosis,

A report was made in 1916 on the prevention of flye-carried
infeotion of enteric fever (see Zymotic Enteritis),

47, Bacteriological Diagnosis., 14 samples of blood were
sent to the Jeamen's ospiﬁa% to be examined for Widal's reaction,
A positive result was obtained in eight,

DIARRHOEA OR ZYMOTIC BENTERITIS.

48, The deaths from diarrhoea and enteritis under two years
of age were 26 or 10°0 per 1,000 births, compared with 9-9, 10°7,
7*2, and 8*9, in the four preceding years. The rate for London
was 15°7, The total number of deaths from these diseases at all
ages was 32,

Notification. Voluntary notification of 2ymotic enteritis
during duly, August and September, cammenced in Woolwich in 1905,
Compulsory notification cammenced Aucust 25th, 1913, and is un-
limited as to season

118 cases were notified in the past year, compared with
173, 80, and 101 in the three preceding years, Twelve cases were
notified from January to May:4, in Junej; 5, in July; 45, in August;
49, in September; 2, in Dctober; and 1, in November,
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The fatality rate (deaths under two years per 100 noti-
fied caseg under two) was 220 compared with 20°7, in 1917, The
high fatality of the 'wo past years probably points to neglect to
notify mild cases rather than to prevalenoce of a type of giseasa
severer than usual, Medical men, being specially pressed owing
to the war, forget that this disease i1s notifiable, in spite of a
c¢ircular reminder being sent every year,

Summer Quarter, For the first time in recent years Woolwich
nad a higher diarrhoea death-rate in July-Sept. than London, viz,,
29*6, compared with 27°6, The infantile death-rate from all
causes was also excaptiunally high in the third quarter, viz,,
105, caompared with 85, in Londoén. The three Boroughs = Hampstead.
Btoke Ne on and Woolwich =~ which usually have the lowest in=
fantile death-rate, all had an exoeptinnally high rate in the
summer quarter of 1918, Hampstead being the highest, viz, 116,

49, The temperature of the summer quarter was below the aver-
age and the rainfall above, conditions usually producing a low
summer death rate,

ZYMOTIC ENTERITIS AND METEDROLOSY -~ Summer quarter,

I e e ]

e e T —— P e —— o e e -
1915 11916 11917 | 1918
Number of cases notified 142 80 | 101 ele]
Number of deaths 12 14 12 15
Mean temperature of air SD=¥ 6806"91 G6l°7] 6O B
Mean temperature 3 feet below grounc BO*6| 59-9| 62'6| ~--
Mean humidity 80 83 81 78
Number of days on which rain fall 35 42 47 51
Rainfall in inoches 85| 6-0} 8+4| 13°0
Humber of hours bright sunshine 541 -- |580 [625
ERYSIFPELAS .

50, There were 681 cases of erysipelas notified, compared
with 138, 95, and 79, in the three precedang years, There were
2 deaths, The case«~rate was 0-42, the lowest reoorded, and the
deatn-rate, 0°0l, much below the average, These rates have been
remarkably iow since 1915, The London case~rate was 0°*50 and the
Lonaon death-rate 0°08,
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OEREBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS.

61, 46 cases occurred in 1915, 17 in 1916, 17 in 1917 and
7 in 1918, 1In addition 4 oases of post basic meningitis were
notified, There were 7 deaths (6 cerebro-spinal meningitis and
1 vost baslic meningitis) 4 of which were under five years of age,

Four cases occurred in Woolwich parish and one in each
of 3?5 other registration distriets, None of the cases were
soldiers, .

Four cases were removed to the fever hospital, two of
whioh were stated to be mistaken diagnosis, Several doubiful
cases were seen by the Medical Officer of Healih, on request of
the medical attendant, and when the former had any doubt as to the
diagnosis, a bacteriological examination was made,

PUERFERAL FEVER,

53. There were 14 cases of Puerperal‘Fever notified compared
_ with 8, 7, 6, 16, and 12, in the five preceding years, There
were nine deaths, The case-rate per 1,000 births was 5+°43, com=-
gi?ﬁd with 2+14, 5°20, and 4*44, in the three preceding years,
e death-rate was 3:49 compared with 1°07, 1°13, and 2°22, in
the three foregoing years, The London case~rate and death=-rate
per 1,000 births were £°32 and 1*24 respectively.

INFLUENZA ,

53, A serious epidemic of Influenza was the prineipal feature
of the year's mortality.

There were 454 deaths from Influenza in the past year,
201 being males and 253 females,

4 deaths ocourred from JTanuary to March, and 6 from
April to dJune, From July to December the number of deaths occur-
ring each week were as follows:-

July August September  October November
6 13 2027 3 10172431 7 14 21 28 5 12 19 26 2 9 18 28 98
B8 7T ¥ 8 % = w &« =«  » 3 F 5 352009811880 52 43 3
Degember
7 14 21 28
i & &' 8 Total: 417,

The following table compares the age distribution of
total deaths with those of Influenza:~
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Age Period

e e T S B e w— = - — - —— = ..-.--n..——-.-—p..—-p.—r-u.—g......-——.1..._.—-_ et R
thﬂéI- 1 10~ 15-| 20— 25-| 35~| 45~| 55~ 55-1
1 D-5|5-10]15 |20 |25 |35 |45 |55 |65 |75 | over

Total Deaths| 268 [169| 80 [57 | 73 | 89 | 232|206|217|223| 234 | 244
Influenza | 11 {31 36 {21 {3533 {131} 57| 43| 21 23| 12

The largest number of deaths was in the decennium 25+35,
131 of the 232 deaths which occurred at that period were from Influen-
za, The proportion of deaths from Influenza to total deaths was ex-
ueedingly high between the ages of 5 and 35, but diminished rapidly
from 35 onward, Only 11 of the 268 deaths under 1 year were fram
Influenza, and only 35 of the 478 deaths over 65, The 454 deaths
compare with 35, 25, 33, 28, and 29 in the five preceding years,
The increase, therefore, in 1918 was a sudden one,

The earliest reccrd of cases occurring in Octcober was in
the Women's Hostel, Eltham, on October 7th, The outbreak may be
said to have lingered on into the present year,

Inquiries were made at some 32 houses where deaths occurred,
and 14 others where cases occurred, These houses contained 295
persons, 146 of whom had Influenza during October-December,

Incubation, It was found that the average interval between the
first and second cases was three days, where only one family was
involved, but where the second case was in a different family. occu~
pying the same house, the average interval was seven days, The
shortest intarval where one family only was involved was 36 hours,
and the longest 7 days,

Of the 221 irmates of the houses visited, which were occu=~
pied by only one family, 108 were affected with Influenza, and of the
74 inmates of houses occupied by two and more families 38 were affec-~
ted, ahuwingnthat the occupation by more than one family did not
materially inorease the number of persons affected., No doubt the
houses occupied by two families were more crowded than those
ocoupled by one family.

Of the 32 deaths 15 were suffering from some seriocus pro-
existing disease or severe overwork,

out of 76 persons who had Influenza in October and November
only one had it in June and July. 6 persons were met with who had
Influenza in July. All these were found to have escaped in October
and November, The evidence as to a certain amount of protestion
afforded by a recent attaok is therefore stirong,

As regards density of populaticn of houses where the disease
ocourred, the average number of persons to a room was 1°33, There
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were only three houses with less than 1 to a room, One house
had 15 persons in four rcoms, but this was the only case that
dould be called illegel overasroviinp.

Institutions, Inquiries were also maede as to the occurrence
of Influenza in October and Movember at certain Institutions.
In the Town Hall, out of & staff of 126, 24 were attacked,
At the British Hospital for Mothers and Babies 13 out of 31 were
attacked, at the Free OChurch Hostel 3 out of 28, abt the Women's
Hostel, Elthem, 245 out of 1,409, at the District Nurses' Home 6
out of 9, and at the Avery Hilli Training College 100 out of 351,

Those who attended on the sick were evidently therefore
baaly affected, but the incidence appears to have been only about
1 in 6 among munition workers, 1 in 3 in runicipal employment,
and nearly 1 in 3 in a training college. One migh% therefore
say that, roughly., in institutions not specially for the sick
‘1l in 6 were attacked, The sonirast between this low ineidence
in institutions and the high incidence (nearly one in two) at
the houses in which deaths occurred is striking.

At-the Women's Hostel, Elthem, 185 had Influenza in
June and July., and 245 hetween October 7th and December 13th,
One died in the first outbreal and 4 in the second, giving a
total fatality of 1 pe~ cent., The fatality at the Training
College was loss, Every case at the Hostel as it occurred was
removed to the Hospital of the Hostel, which had its own medical
and nursing stalf. INine~tenths of the inmates were said to be
under 40 years of age., Those who died varied in age from 26 to
20,

Only two cases affected in Jdune and July were attacked
a second time in October-December. One of these had it slightly
and the other badly.

The Canteen Staff were affected with special severity.
perhaps bacause they are more confined than the others, "

The incubaticn, where this could be determined, was noted
to be about two days,, but the infection appeared to take place at
work rather than in the Hostel,.

At the British Hospi%al for Mothers ana Bables., out of 31
irmates, 4 had it in July and 13 from Octcber ito January; none died:
all inmates over 40 e=caped, Jnly 3 apnear %o have been infected
inside the bullding.

Fatality.. Out of the 146 cases at tne pnovuss visited there
were eatns, giving a fatality of 22 per cen-. Onlyv private
houses where deaths oocurred were visited so that the numbers are
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not strictly comparable, -~Still, the numbers offer a striking
contrast with the fatality at the Hostels and British Hospital,
No doubt it 1s partly accounted for by the different age distri-
bution, but the fact of the two Institutions securing better
ventilation and isolation, together with immediate treatment, no
dnubt very largely accounts for the difference.

R T . TS

1, There were 454 deaths from Influenza in 1918, 26 in Mne
and July, 417 in Ostober to December,

2. The ohief incidence was at the ages from 5 to 45, and
females were more affected than males,

3, The incubation was mainly two onr three dave, but varied
from 36 hours tn 7 daye.

&, A previous attack in ‘Tune or July offered considerahle
protection acrainet attack in October-December,

5, The proportion of attack at Institutions varied from two

in three to ocne in eight, nurses heing the most heavily
attacked,

6., The fatality at Institutions was about 1 per cent, and in
houses where deaths ocourred 22 per cent,

7. Strong evidence was obtained from medical men, and at the
institutions, that open-air treatment diminished fatality,

RRONCHFITIS AND FNETMONIA,

5%a, Brongchitis and pneumonia caused 345 deaths, compared
with 253, 285, 380, 290, and 294 in the five preceding vears,
There was some inerease in the deaths from bronchitis and
pneumonia in adults and great increase under five years,. The
increase in children was probably due o inereased mortality
from whooping cough and Influenza and in adults to Influenza,
As with Influenza the increase was chiefly in females, The
followlng table shows the figures from 1909 to date:-

_________________ e e T (i ""_“'_"r_—'--' —— G - -
IQDQ[IQIE} 1914r1915 1916] 1917] 1918
-12
Pneumonia over 5§ 61 63 78 09 a8 95( 140
Bronchitis over 5 801 120! 113 160| 135 113 a0
Bronchitis & Pneumonimn under 5 68 70 94| 121 5% 86 118
Bronchitis & Pneumonia over 5 153| 1831 191| 269 233| 208} 230
Bronehitis and Pneumonia Hales - 1447 149| 196{ 150 161 1623
' .y s Females - 109| 136| 184 140| 133( 1886
_______________________________ L. T T 0 SR TEPT TSRS, SO E———— S ————






Deaths - Phthisis (Tuberculosis, Lungs)
o o e e e e e o 3 4 o o o e o o o i i e ) R g R .
1801-5 1896-1€30] 1001-5 1906-10 1911-15 | 19016 | 1017 | 1918
Ewan ' Aver AverRate | | b bl : '
No,RatelNopr, | Rate |Nopr, Qpr. gty i oo )
year year | 1Mo, IRate [No|Rate|No|Rate Nc,&@
' 1
Woolwich Parish|- R+80 92 [2°23| 89 )15 5511-46\ 6501°70 |63 |1°88|55!1°64| 59 1.7
| West) 51[1:22 |57 132} 60/1-39| 65 [L5L
. Plumstead )|- pe78 | 92 [1-42] o7 -3 8?[1-2%
East ) Fode o F L a0 8l loeae 4111-04 44 112
- Eltham Parish - - 9 |1+28 6 063 8 0. 908 |16 0'56116LD'53 26
~ The Borough o! - |193 |1°74|192 h-56 151]|1.29 1641.28/167/1.22 |172/1+17/194 (232
London -p'es| - |1+80| - 167 -1133 - 1.5?J! -|1.46 | -|1-58|~ %9
e e ——— = e ——— s i o o e i e i e e S i e e e o ] s e e i s e e

TUBERCULOSIS.

66, The followin
of the various forms o
the deaths from simple Meningitis:-

54. Deaths. Thers were 225 deaths from Tuberculous disease,
giving a death-rate of 1°'54, compared with 1°69, 1°68, 1723, 1'48
and 1°41, in the five preceding years,

table gives the number of deaths from each
tuberculosis in the past 18 years and also

preceding years,

a marked rise,

Average,
1001l 10061 1011]1012[1013] 1914|1015 [1916[1017] 1018
Tubérculnus .
Meningitis 20-0| 22*8 20 23 14 29 18 19 19 10
Simple Haningitia 22-0| 150 16 13 10 15 168 #] 4 12
Tuberculosis of
Intestines and
Peritoneum 13°0| 10*8 5 5 10 13 5 5 1 12
Tuberculosis
(other forms) 20'8/22-2| 29| 18| 10| 11{ 8| 12| 18 9
Phthisis 192'0E5134 146 | 124 182_1 163 | 201 Llﬁ? 172 194
____________________________________________________ AT e HES S
56, The deaths from phthisis were 194, giving a death-rate of

1'32, compared with 1-42, 1-27, 1°49, 1°22, and 1'17 in the five

The rise and fall of the phthisis death-rate in recent
yvears has been parallel with that of bronchitis and pneumonia,
In each ocase 1912 showed a minimum, and the three subsequent years
London had the highest death-rate since 1905,
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Eltham has persistently had the lowest vhihiesis death
rate of the four registration divisions, the rate heine usunlly
only one half that of +he Rorough,

57. Tre deerease of deaths from tuberculous menincitis was
nai‘tﬂﬂned. but, there was an inerease of deaths from ahdominal
tuberculosis,

58, Notification Statistioes, 660 cases were notified
{exalﬂd:np second notificationr), viz., Tubercle of Lung 563,
Tubherculous Meningitis 6, Tuberculosis of the Intestines and
Peritoneum 14, other fovims i

The 563 notified cases of nnthisis compare witn 400,
420, 392 and 448 in the four preceding years, 20 were notified
by the ldedieal 0Officers of the Pror Law Union, 30 by the Medieal
Officers of tre Roval Avsenal, Army and Navy, 311 from Fospitals
and Dispersaries, (including 295 f=eom the Woolwieh Tubrreulosis
Dispensary) 39 by the National Service Mediecal Rnard, and the
remainder by private practitioners,

£15, 0, 8 was paid during the vear for the notifinntion
of tuherouloeis,

59. Duration, N the 680 casees notified ﬂu“*np 1918 at
leart ?D have sirce died, and of 543 nases notified during 1017
at least 116 have since died (Janary 1918),

60, The source of infeetion of the notified cases was
probably as follows:-

Family or personal:-

Father 35
Mother 24
Brother 256
Wife T
Son ]
Daught.er 4
Sister 16
Husband 5
Members of family not
defined 34 162
Workshop and Office U PR 26
Yavy and Ay 44
TIndetarmined 34N
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62, Visiting, Trhe method of following up cacers was degw
anribed in The Annuel Report 1915,

63, Bacteriological Diggnosis Srutum from 266 cases
of suspeoted pbthiﬂé;ﬁ;ﬁv examined at the Seamen's Fospital

and subarcle bacilli found in 57 cases, The number of /Jwerd
examinations for the five preceding vears was 231, 273, 264

269 and 286, In addition, *he VMedical Officer examined 119
apecimens of sputum at the Tuberculosis Dispensary, 27 bheing

found positive,

B4, Disinfection was nerformed by the Public Fealth Depart-
ment a* 353 premises compared with 243, 217, and 301, in the
three preceding years, Disinfection was performed after the
édeath of the patient, and also after removal to hospital, sana-
torium, or other oocnswon of the house or bedroom being vacated,

éb, Sanetorium Treatment, Altogether 261 notified persons
were admit¥ed Lo some sanatorium or hnspital for the treatment
of tuberculosis, The following teble shows the number sent to
the chief institutinns:—

JASES AIMITTED AS IN-PATIENTS TO SANATORIA, FOSPITALS, STC,

1918,
____________________________ e e e
S s Jr Maie } Femaie | Totar
Infirmary o 23 46
Downs Sanatorium 56 - 56
Northern Fospital (Winchmore Hill) 2 26 28
Mayland Sanatorium and Maltinge Farm .16 5 21
Ventnor 13 6 19
Brampton Fospital and Frimley 14 13 26
All others B G R B
Total 163 98 261

There were fewer admissions to the Infirmmary, but an
inerease of cases treated at Sanatoria,

There was again rmuch delay in obtaining Sanatorium
treatment , On the average the non-insured oatients who finally
were admitted had waited 8 weeks before going te the Sanatorium,
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66, Shelters for Consumpiives, The use and provision of
these shelters has been deszrihed in previous Reports, There
are 13 shelters available, Two are now occupied by men and
four bv woman,

Sheltere were lent to 20 persons last vear, 12 men and
8 women, Most of the patients using shelters are under the
supervision of the Turerculosis Nispensarv, £8, 68, 3 war paid
as shelter rent during the vear,

Three bedsteads with bedding are also being lent to
needy cares too peor to provide such,

67/, Tuberculosis Dispensary. A Dispensary for the itreat-

—

mert +f tuberculosis wag opéned in September 1911,
The following ies the summary of the work referring to
the period lest, Jaruary to 31st, December 1918:-

Insured persons treated 797
Uninsured + oy s 8 1,586

In attvendance on Jamiary lst, 1918:-

Insured Tninsured.
314 552
Total attendances vear ending December 31st, 12,3680
Number of new patients examined 1,415
o with definite pulmonary tuberculosis 553
»s With surglcal tuberculosis _ 35
s of suspeect and obrervation caces 508
- found non-tuberculous 519
5 of home visits of medical officers 1,475
L L ' Y v3 UTS5ES 1,946
S sputum examinations 119
’e found positive 27
% of children new cases 670
- of contacts examined 495

There was a dimirnution in the number of contacts and
of new cages examined, and an increase in the number of those
found definitely tubereculous,

The Medical Officer of Fealth ante ar Adminietrative
Tuberculosis Officer, and ie n member of the Tuhereulosds
Dispersary Committee,
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The Borough Coumnecil's scheme for the Treatment of
Tgherculusis -- part ocalarli; for the provision of a Tuberculosis
Dispensary -- was sei out in the Annual Report for 1914,

The work of the Tuherculosis Jare Coammitiec was
described in the Ammual Report for 1915,

CANCER,

68, There were 161 deaths from Cancer i(malignant tumour)
giving a death rate of 1°10, compared with 1°06, 0-90, 0'95 and
0°%88, in the four preceding years, 79 of “he deathe were in
males and 82 in females, 85, or neevrly half the deaths, were
in persons between 45 and 65, The highest mortality was in
Woolwich parish, The death-rate in London was 1-27,

There wers 8 deaths from sarcoma and 155 from caroi-
noma, The deaths from czreinoms have been classified under
the organs affecued., since 1003, and the following table shows
the resul® for males and females respectively:-

Carcinoms,
T Males.
Aver | Aver | Aver.
Seat of Primary Dizease 1905-1 1906 | 1211
A 5 | -10] -15 [1916]1917] 1018
Head and face 1rT 1=2 1.2 3 1 5
Mouth, jaw and tongu- 4.0 43 78 7 4 9
Pharynx, oesephsgus, larymx
and neck 5:0 8°'6 | 104 a8 11 16
Pleura, lung. msdiastinm 0+3 04| 0°4 - - 3
Stamach and Pyloruc 2:3 {104 ]| 9°2 14 | 13 15
Intestines (excluding rectum) >l R 4 8 2
Rectum and anus 4°0 48 5°'8 5 3 12
Peritoneum, cmentum and iiver| 8-7 | 6°4 ]| 7-0 3 6 a8
Kidney and Blacdder - 1*6 148 3 3 3
(Genital organs =
(Prostate and external urinary] 2-7| 0:8] 2-8 - 2 -
Pancreas 0+3 14 1'8 3 2 1
Undefined and all other 05 g'a| 22 1 1 3
35+3 [45°8 | 54+4 51 54 75






Aver, |Aver,| Aver,
Seat of Primary Disease 1903 |1906 | 1911 | 1916| 19171918
3 = w5 -10 | ~15 Bl
Fead and face 0«7 | 1«4} 0«6 1 2 -
Mouth and tongue 17§ O+6 1 06 | A 2
Pharynx. oesophagus, larynx
and neck Tee] 14§ 20 - 2 6
Pleura, lung, mediastinum 0.7 | 06 0+*6 3 - -
Stamach and Pylorus 7= 7'6 8+0 5] 11 7
Intestines (excluding rectum) | 07 | 472 | 4-2 4 7 8
Rectum and anus S, g*a-| 6°8 7 2 B
Peritoneum, omentum and liver | 7°3 90| 84| 14 | 14 | 11
Kidney and bladder -~ N A e ) - 2 2
Genital organs 180 136|140 | & | 18 | 22
Freasts g-7 AR*6 | 155 14 | 12 14
Pancreas - Nn*2 0-8 - - -
IIndefined and all other S R 0 G0 £ O N IO SO -
48-9 [57°2 | 64°4 | 72 l 72 | 78
___________________________________________ LN SR SR B

Last year had the nighest recorded cancer death-rate,
The inorease was ohiefly in men and in oases of the face and
digestive tract from the mouth to the anus,

80, Causes of Cancer, The special inquiry into the habits
of persons suTTering and dy from cancer since 1912 was con-
tinued, For the scope of this and the standards taken, see
previous Annual Reports, The following givees the parts
affected for malesand females:-

Carcinoma,
Tases specially investigated and parts affected,
Seat of Primary Diseasse Male |TFemale | Total
Face, mouth, Jjaw and tongue 35 9 44
Pharynx, Oesophagus, Larynx and Neck 43 7 50
Stomach and Pylorus .ine o 30 23 53
Intestines (excluding Rectum) 16 15 31
Rectum and Anus i o 18 17 35
Liver s A O 4 13
Rreasts e T - A )
U'thI'uB anaw . nw 55 4' 4
All other e im 11 2 B L
162 | 89 251






vancer Cases, 81 of the patients were =tated to be ex-
sesgive users of alonhol, 22 took the standard quantity. and
133 below the standard There were thus 34 per cent of ex-
cegsive alcoohol drinkers,

98 smoked exceserively, 19 consumed. an average quantity
of tobacco, and 115 below the average, giving 42 per cent of
exreAsive smokers,

60 .were eXcessglve tea drinkers, 5 moderate and 57
small tea drinkers, giving 31 per csnt of exceseive tea drinkers,

104 were large eaters, 77 moderate and 53 small eaters,
giving 44 per eent large eaters,

75 were large meat eaters, 80 moderate and 61 small
meat eaters, giving 35 per cent of large meat eaters,

138 had a daily action of the bowels, and 46 suffered
fram constipation, giving 75 per cent of persons with a regular
action,

Control or Mon-Cancer Cases, These cases may be compared
with those obtained for £24 persons of similer or greater age,
living under similar ciroumstances, who did not die of Cancer,,

Of these -- 41 took alechol excessively; 25 took the
standard quentity and.154 below the standard, giving 19 per
cent excessive drinksrs,

46 smolted exoessgively, 19 in moderation, ana 145 were
non-smokers or slight. —okers, glving 22 per cent of excessive
smokers,

66 took tea excessively, £6 in moderate amount, and
53 were small tea drinkers, giving 31 per oent of excessive
tea drinkers,

172 had a regular daily action of the bowels,‘and 27
suffered from conetipation, giving 13 per cent of constipation,

Camparisan. It will be seen that, comparing persons who
suffer Trom Cancer with those living a% advanced ages, or who
died at advanced ages *“hrough other ocauses, the great differ-
ences are as to hadits with respsct to alechol, smoke, and the
cotlon of the bewsls, thus:-

Cancerous persons had 34 per cent of excesrive alcoochol
users, 42 per oent exeessive smokers. 31 per cent excessive *ea
drinkers, and 25 par cent of conetipation.
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Non-cancerous persons. living to a greater age, had
19 per cent of excessive alocohol users, 22 per cent excessive
smokers, 31 per cent excessive tea drinkers, and 15 per cent
of constipation,

Mouth and throat, These differences are =t111 more marked
with respect to Alcohol and Smcking if only those who died from
cancer of the mouth and throat are considered,

0f 103 persons dying from Cancer of the lips, tongue,
Jaws, fauces, larynx, oesophagu-~ and cervieal glands, 48 (or
45 per cent) took alcohol excessively., while 73 (or 71 per cent)
smoked excessively, 28 of thess smoked chiefly a clay pipe,
27 a briar, 3 cigarettes and 3 cigars, There were only 5 out
of the 37 oases of cancer of the mouth and tongue who did not
smoke; 3 of these had bad teeth, Among the non-cancer cases
all the smokers smoked pipes (42 clay and 25 briar, and 5 both),
except two who smoked cigarettes,

Of 161 cases with cancer of other parts than the mouth
and throat, 39 (or 24 per cent) took alcohol excessively, and
36 (or 22 per cent) smoked excessively, It would appear, then,
that both alcohol and smoking (especially alcohol) have some gen-
eral effect in praomoting cancer, but chiefly exert their inju-
rious influence locally. This is shown alsoc as regard alcohol
by the figures given below for cancer of the stomaoh., which
occupies an intermediate position,

Of the 103 cases of cancer of the mouth and throat, 28
(or 27 per cent) were excessive tea drinkers, Tea drinking
does not seem to be specially injurious locally or generally as
far as cancer is concerned, If the injurious effect of smoking
were chiefly due to ne local effect of heat one would have ex-
pected excessive drinking of hot tea to have had a similar result,

Of 13 cases of cancer of the stamach, 8 were large
eaters and 2 were large meat eaters, Of 52 cases of Cancer
of the stomach 16 (or 31 per cent) were excessive alcohol
drinkers.

As regards cancer of the bowels, out of 59 persons
aying from cancer of the intestines, 32 had a regular dally
action, and 26 had constipation, i,e,, 44 per cent had consti-
pation, Thus constipation seems to predispose to cancer of
the bowels,

The following table gives the above results in
tabular form:-
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All Qan- 'Uannﬁr.nﬂ Cancer of Control

cer Oasea | Mouth andj other Cases
Throat Parts (Non-
Cancer)
= . Per ocent Per cent | Per cent | Per Eﬂll'b‘
Exoessive alcohol drinkers 34 45 24 19
.29 smokers 42 71 22 22
s tea drinkers 21 o 34 31
Constipation 25 - - 13
: - 1 —
ALOOHOLISM,
70 There were three deaths from alcoholism and 6 from

sirrhosie of the liver, making a total of © deaths probably
jue to alcohol, compared with 18, 31, 43, 38, and 232, in the
*ive preceding vears,

Of the 9 deaths, 5 were males and 4 females,

The rapid diminution of alooholism during the past
three years is a str argument for continuing the restriction
in the sale of alcohollic drinks which began in 1918,

i The death-rate from alcoholism, perigheral neuritis
apd cirrhosis of the liver was 0-06, which is by far the lowest
rate recorded for Woolwich,

Syphilis,

i There were 8 deaths from Syphillie, compared with 9, 9,
6, 65, and 7, in the five preceding years, One of these oocurred
in a public institution, Only one was an infant under one yesar,
There were in addition 26 deaths from general paralysls, taves
dorsalis (locomotor ataxy) and aneurism (diseares which are con-
sidered to be due to syphilia) compared with 23, 27, 17, and 14,
in the four preced years, Contrary to general expectation
there is no sign of Increase of this disease owing to the War,

OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM,

(Inflammation of the eyes of the new-born, The bad
saser are usually due to Venereal Disease in a parent).
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73, Notification of this disease is campulsory on Medical
men, under the Publio Health (London) Act. and on Midwives under
a Local Government Board Order, Midwives are paid 1/- for each
case notified,

23 cases were notified compared with 18, 19, 33 and
41, in the four preceding years, The case-rate was 9:0 per
1,000 births compared with 15°2 in 1917, Four cases were
removed to hospltal and 5 were treated as hospital out-patients,
The others were all reported to be renciving effectual treatment
at home, The distriect nurses attended, Tt is doubtful whether
the increase of notifiocations in the past three years represents
an inoreased prevalence of the disease or only greater vigilance
and notification of milder cases, Jevere cases are exceptional,

PART _II,
ADMINISTRATION,

— me o ommm mmw e mma e e e W e W e

WATER SUPELY,

No house was reported to have an insufficient water
supply as regards provision of pipes and taps,

2. Defective and foul =torage cisterns were found and
remedied at nine hcuses, compared with 40, 44, and 49, in the
three preceding years, At 38 houses the supply was found in-
sufficient or temporarily cut off, and the necessary steps taken
for obtaining a proper service,

FOOD AND DRIAS,

- 399 samples were submitted to the Publie Analyst, and
13 or 3°'2 per cent were found to be adulterated, compared with 56,
3, 79, 9°4, and 7°2, in the five preceding years,

346 of the samples taken were informal -- 4 of these
were found to be adulterated,

4, Proceedings were taken in 9 cases: fines were inflio-
ted in 6 cares, and in 3 there wags proof of warranty.

0. £73 was imposed in fines and over £11 in costs,
Though these fines are greater thar those imposed in former
years they are not enough to deter the dishonest tradesman,
®ne such was conviocted a seocond time in the year of repeating
the same offence of adding water, :
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140 of the samples were fresh milk, 13 of these, or
9°3 per cent were adulterated, ~ompared with 7°9, 9°7, 10°0, 5°%
and 7+6 in the five preceding years,

18 samples were bought as butter and none were found
to be adulterated.

None of the otrher articles analvsed were found to he
adulterated,

5. Milk and Cream hegulations. All the milk eamplcs were
examined for the prasence o% presprvat1v95 and solouring matter,
but none found. The unrestricted sale of cream was prohihited
during most of the year,

FOOD INSPECTION,

8. There were 80 surrenders of unsound food including 33
of beef, 5 of corned beef and 8 of herrings and kippers, Over
12,000 1bs, of tuberculous and unsound beef was surrendered, and
over 1,600 1bs of herrings. The time of Inspectors Tedham,
and Shaw and of Chief Inspﬂctcr Duck was mainly occupied with
Food Control work and they were sunueqsful in detecting a large

number off breaches of the Controller's Orders,

DAIRIES, COWSHEDS AND MILKSHOPS

Ta On January lst, 1918, there were 96 milkshops on the
r ister; none were added and 12 removed, durlng the yPnr, leaving
otal uf 84 on the regiqter at the olose of 1918, There were
104 inspections made, and 2 notices were served, There were
na prosecutlons,

8., Two cowsheds were added to the register, leaving 14
onn the register, There were 33 infpections, and 5 notines were
served for dirty conditions, etec,

SLATGETER-EOUSES,

9, The number of slaughter-houses on the register remained
the same, viz,. 9. 36 inspections were made and 3 notices
served and complied with,
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NUISANCES,

10 437 pomplaints of sanitary defects were received and
1nvaltigated.'nunpurad with 614, 509, and 549, in the three
preceding years,

‘68 complaints of non-removal of dust were made and
attended to, compared with 43, 74, and Bl, in the thres pre-

ceding years,

11, Drains and Water-Olosetis, 208 private drains, found
choked and defective were examined, cleared, and re-laid, com~
garad with 478, 440, and 281, in the three préceding years,

he largest number, 46, was found in 8t, Nicholas' Ward,

824 water-closets and W,0, cisterns were repaired,
compared with 843, 750, and 213, in the three preceding years
162 foul W,0. panes were oleansed by tenants, compared with 204,
161, and 187, ‘in the three preceding years,

12, House Inspection, 2,754 houses were inspeocted
house-to-house, compared with 4,707, 5,736, and 4,251, in the
three preceding years:; 4,362 were innpaotad re infectious
diseases and camplaints, oompared with 7,207, 6,423 and 5,392,
In addition to these 866 inspections of registared houses werg
made,

134 At 1,384 houses, interiors were cleansed, or defective
roofs repaired, compared with 2,703, 2,906, and 1,913, in the
three preceding years, 272 houses with damp walls were remedied.
occmpared with » 580, and 381, in the three preceding years,

Improved ventilation was provided in 31 houscs ne.
pared with 55, 72, and 15, in the three precedins years *

434 new dust pails were supplied, compared with 561,
530, and 447, in the three preceding vears,

14, Medical Officer's Special Inspections, 'These ampun-
ted to a total of ‘375, 18 Inspections were made of cowsheds
and milkshops, 15 of bakehouses, 6 factories and workshops,
36 inspections were on account of tuberoculosis, 23 cancer,
diphtheria, scarlet fever, enteric, measles and whoop :gg
7 cerebro-spinal fever, encephalitis, polio-myelitis manin
gitis, 53 malaria, influenza, and other diseases, and 23 infant
welfare, Many of these visits were made by request of the
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medical attendants for the purpose of ai osing doubtful cases
of infectious disease, Other vieits re infectious disease
were made at the requ’ -t of =school teachers and others, 10%
premises were inspeoctcd re housing oonditions and overcorowdi

34 re food and nulsances, and .16 schools and other public and
private institutions,

15, QOvercrowd . 52 cases of overorowding were found and
remedied, compared wiuva 97, 111, and 85, in the three preceding
years., The overcrowding was 1°*9 per cent of house-to-house
inspections, compared witk Z:1. 1'9, and 2.3, per cent in the
three preceding years,

16, Smoke Nuisanve, Two ebservations re smoke nuisances
were made and no nuisance of black smoke observed,

17, Defective light, At. 21 houses new windows were sup=-
plied or existing ones eﬁla“geﬁ. or other work done to improve
the lighting by caylight, compared with 49 and 12 in the two
preceding years,

18, Verminous Roomse 104 verminous rooms were cleansed
under the London County Oounecil (General Powers) Act, 1914, or
were dealt with as dirty rooms under the Buisance Seotion of
the Public Health (London) Act compared with 198, 213, and
668, in the three oreceding years,

HOUSE AND TRADE REFUSE REMOVAL,

16, There was a dimimution in house refuse,

In Woolwich parish 6,891 loads of house refuse, and
4 loads of inoffensive {rade refuse were removed by the Borough
Council, and in Plumstead 10,232 loads of house refuse, weigh
8,897 tons were removed by the Contractors, Messrs, Tuff &
Hoar. and destroyed at the Plumstead Destructor, This is a
decrease of over 80 per cent compared with three yvears ago and
points to a very satlsfactory decrease of waste,

In addition 186 lcads of trade refuse were removed %g
the Plumstead Destruotor and destroyed [the Contractors remuva&
12 loads and were peid for the removal by the tradesmen at the
rate of 2/- per load;, £4,360, 12, 7 was paid for sollection
in Plumstead, campared with £3, 49'5 10, 2 in 1917,
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In BEltham, the sum of £2.038, 16, 5 (£1,678. 12, §)
in 1917) was paid to the Contractors for the removal of dust,
16 loads of trade refuse were removed at the tradesmen's cost,

20, 2,317 (2,863 in 1917) receptacles of offensive trade
refuse were removed, There are now 28 (24 in 1917) tradesmen
on the books,

HOUSING OF THE WORKING OLASSES ACT.

21, Twelve houses were dealt with under the Housing Act,
compared with 16, 6, and 4, in the three previous years,

Closing Orders were made on the following:-
9 and 11 Market Hill, 17 and 18 Borgard Road, 51 Beresford
Street, and 89 High Btreet, At the four latter the necesgeary
work was done and the order withdrawn, At three other houses,
the required work war done without a Cloring Order being made,

GOVERNMENT FHOUBES AND HUIMENMTS, VITAL STATISTICS.

2la, Statistics were preparea vor the Government Houses
and Hutments during the two years 1916/1917, The general
death rate in the Govermnment Houses for these years was 10°1,
the death-rate of the hutments in 1917 (these houses were not
canplAted until towards the end of 1916) was 7°0,

HOUSES REGISTERED UNDER THE BY-LAWS,

22, At the commencemenw of the year 435 houses were on
the register; 13 were newly registered and none removed, leav-
ing on the register at the clcose of the year,

23, These houses were inspected, some quarterly, others
half-yearly or yearly; 656 inspections were made in all, and
159 notices =served,

The registered housers were under the care of Inspeoc-
tors Wood and Miss Middlebrook,

INHABITED HOUSE DUTY

24, No certificate under the Inland Revenue Act was
applied for, . '
36






. UNDERGROUND R00MS,

as, No underground roomes were found to be occupied for
sleeping contrary to the Regulations.

PACTORIES, WORKSHOPS. AND WORKPLACES,

25, There were, at the close of the Year, 200 (203 in
1917) workshops on the register, 277 inspections were made,
and 15 notices served and camplied with, 119 (342 in 1017)
inspections of home-workers' premises were made and 2 %7 1n
1917) notices sent and attended to, :

Mr, Rance inspected the Factories and Woricshops

employing males only. and Miss Middlebrook those where women
are emploved,

BAKEEOUSES,

a7 The number of factory bakehouses is 8, and of work-
snop bakehoused in use is 37, 10 of the latter being under-
ground, They were all inspected twice. I inspected most
of them personally and found them generally satisfactory,
14 certified underground bakehouses are not 4n use,

IOE CREAM SHOPS,

28. Ko ice oream was made or sold.
FRIED FISE SHOPS

29, There are 39 fried fish shops in the Borough,
78 inspections were made, and 17 notines served ,

DISINFEQTION,

a0, Rooms at 1,185 houses wers disinfected in 1918,
compared with 1,252, 989, and 1,064, in the three preceding
years,

The disinfecting apparatus was used 1,113 times for
22,2680 articles after infectious disease, vermin, eto,

Books from the Free Libraries and Schools were die-
infected where necessary.
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The sum of £10, 8, 1 was received for disinfection after
illness on request of the occupier, the cases being some in which
disinfection was not certified to be required by a Doctor, In
addition a quantity of horsehair and blankets was dlsinfected for
the Army Ordnanceé Store Department for the sum of £10, 0, 0,

THE MORTUARIES,

ol. The Sun Street Mortuary was used for 197 bodies, com-
pared with 277, 271, and 185, in the three preceding years,
173 were deposited for inquest and 24 for custody, 91 post-
mortem examinations were made, 0One body was deposited in the
infectious mortuary. compared with 1, 3 and nil in the three npre-
ceding years,

The Eltham Mortuary was used for five hndies compared
with 4 in 1915, 8 in 1916 and 5 in 1917, all for euetody,

' OEMETERIES,

82, The two Borough Cemeteries were well maintained and no
complaint was received, 839 bodies were buried in Woolwich
Cemetery compared with 720, 694, and 701, in the three previous
yvears, There were 915 intermente in the Plumstead Cemetery,
compared with 834, 744, and 665, in the three previous years,

32 burials took place in Plumetead Churechyard., compared with 34,
51, 46, 38 and 36, in the five preceding years,

CLEANSING OF VERMINOUS FERSONS.

33, The station for cleansing verminous persons wars opaned
in November 1906, During 1918 it was used by 3,684 persons
compared with 651, 811, 954, 1,124 and 2,800, in the five pre-
ced years, The users were 17 adults (viz, 14 males, 3 fe-
males) and 3,667 ochildren (viz, 1,737 females and 1,930 males).
One of the adults was a soldier,

81 verminous houses were disinfected, The adults
camé mainiy from common lodging houses and the children frem
County Council schools,

An agreement wars entered inte with the Lonoon County
Council, dated August 1911, to allow the London County Couneil
to use the Borough Council Cleansing Station for cleansing sshocl
children,
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Owing to vermin and scabies introduced by =oldiers
returning from abroad, there has been a great increase of
cleansing required for the children.

The station is now reserved for them every day except
Saturday and Sunday between 9 a,m, and 4.30 p.m., girls being
cleansed between 9 and 1, and boys in the afternoon, The
Borough Council must properly cleanse the children and their
clothes to the reasonable satisfaction of the London Count:y
- Council which pays 1/- for -each cleansing, The station is
also now kept open for two hours each week evening and two
hours on Saturday morning for soldiers,

_ For cleansing children the Borough Council emnloys
a female attendant for the five days at a cost of 5/- per day,
plus war bonus: she asts under the superviesion of an L.,C.C,
schoocl nurse,

£178, 5, O wars padd by the London County Council for
the school children cleansed last year,

A box of stavesacre ointment is supplied to each
bather with instruections for its use, The names and addres-
ees of bathers are entered in a book, and the waman inspector
calls at the homes and arranges for necessary disinfection and
cleansing of verminous bedding and rooms

The number of ehildren cleansed was so great as to

overtax the accommodation at the staticn and it has been
decided to provide a larger waiting room.

TENTS, VANS AND SHEDS,

34, During the year 43 tents, vans and sheds were inspeo-
ted (58 in 1917) and one notice served under the By-lawe for
this class of dwelling, 42 were in Eltham and one in St
Nicholas Ward,

WOOLWICH AMBULANCES,

It was found that owing to motor ambulances being now
supplied by the County Council and the Asylume Board there was
no lonﬁar a demand for the Woolwich horse ambulance, It was,
accordingly, sold and the proceeds divided between the Nursing
Association and the Invalid Children's Aid Association,
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NOTICES AND PROSECUTIONS,

385, Fewer (2,308) intimation notices were served and
810 statutory notices, 77 of the latter not having been com-
lied with in the time specified, were referred to the Town
glark. whe, before taking proceedings. wrote a warning letter
in each oase, Finally 5 defaulters were summoned at the
Pollce Qourt, The results are given in Table XII., Convic-
tions were gohtained and orders made in every case.

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATIONS,

36, The Oouncil's bacterinlogical work is done by the
. Bacteriologioal Department of the Seamen's Fospital,

888 bacteriological examinations were made for the
Piblio Health Department, viz,, 608 for diphtheria, 266 for
phthleis, and 14 for enteric fever, The total co=t was
£144, 3, O compared with £199, 7, 0 in 1917,

MATERNITY AND OFILD WELFARE,

P —

37, (1) The staff now consists of:-
An Assistant Medical 0Officer of Health --
Dr, Rachel Mackenzie,
Three Health Visitors -- Miss A, Farmer, Miss K,
Latham, and Mrs. M. Garside,.
Two more have just been appointed and will shortly start wnrk,

(2) WELFARE (QENTRES are now in operation as follows:«

Town Hall -- Infants Consutiauvion -- Wednesday at
2.30
do.. Ante-natal clinie -~ Friday 3.50
8t, John's Ohureh Hall, NMorth Woolwich,Tuesday 3,30
179 Well Hall Road, Eltham Thureday 2.30

do, Ante~Natal elinie Thursday 11 aum,
The American Red Cross Welfare Centre at 289 High
Street, Plumstead, on Tuesday and Friday after-
noons, The Borough Council has decided to
take this over from June 30th, 1919,

(2A), OLINIC. TUnder an arrangement made with the
Woolwioh Branch of the British Medical Association and the
London County Council, children requiring medical, surgical
and dental treatment are referred to the School Treatment
Oentre in Brewer Street. The Borough QOounoil pays 5/- for
eaoch oase referred, & :






(3) HOSTEL FOR__ATLING PBABIES -~ PERRAN LODGE,
EGLINTON ROAD, This Hostel was opened on the 17th December,
1918, and mairtained by the Jewel Furd and a grant of £600 made
by the Borough Couneil

Accammodation is provided for 20 ecases,

The Staff consists of a Matron, 2 Staff Nurses, 1
Nurse, 1 Probationer, Cook, Houremaid, Wardmaid, and a daily
woman,

A charge is made of 10/- per week per child and the
patients are under the ocare of Dr, Dodd of Blackheath, who acts
as Honorary Medical 0Officer,

‘The Borough Council resolved to assume responsibility
for the Hostel from the 1st, April 1919, The following four
members of the Voluntary Sub-Comittee have been co-opted on to
the Maternity and Child Welfare Comittee and act as a visiting
sub-Commitiee. viz:~

Lady Kathleen Lindeey
Mrs ; Oal laghan

Mrs, Melville-Smith
Miss Gregory,

(4) A DAY NURSERY was established in 1916 by the
Advisory Committee for Yomen Munition Workers, A Special Com+
mittee was appointed with Lady Henry as Chairman and the
Medical Officer of Health as a member, A grant of £100 was
made by the Borough Ocuncil, ~ The Day Nursery Committee pays
£60 a year for the services of Dr, Mackenzie, who conducts an
Infant Consultaticn ev .y waelr at the Hursery and acts as Con-
sulting Medical 0fficer,

During 1918 there was an average of 47 infants in the
Nursery. viz,, 15 undsr one vear and 32 from one to five years,

(6) MILX FOR MCIHERS. Under the Milk (Mothers and
Ohildren) Order, 1518, the Council authorised the Medical Offi-
cer to supply necessitous mothers and babies with milk at a
reduced cost, or free of cost, 45 persons were rFupplied during
the year, This free milk is only supplied after careful
enquiries have been made into the finaneial sircumstances of the
Tamily, and the ledical 0fflcer of Health must sign the neces-
sary certificate.

. (6) DRIED MILK, Owing to the scarcity of milk during
the War, the Food Uontroller made errangements for the supply of
Dried Milk teo Local Authoritles, A stock of "Cow and Gate!
2ilk is kept in the Publie Health Dspartment and sold, at cost
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price, to mothers attending the Welfare Centres, On an aver-
age 60 1lbs, per week are sold,

(7) MILK PRIORITY SCHEME, Under.this scheme, put into
operation by the Woolwlch Food Control Committee, arrangements
were made to supply milk to mothers, and children under five
years of age, .in priority to other customers., 2,920 cards
were issued during the year,

(8) BRITISH HOSPITAL FOR MOTHERS AND BABIES,
This is a Maternity Hospital and school for midwives and monthly
nurses, An arrangement existed by whioh an Ante-Natal Cliniec
was conducted, Jointly with the British Hospital, at the Town
Hall, Dr, Mackenzie acts as Medical Officer to the RBritish
Hospital,

to the return of the former Medical Officer of
the British Hospital from war service this arrangemént will
shortly cease,

(9) WOOLWICH AND PLUMSTEAD MATERNITY HOME.
This is a small home iIn Vicarage Park, Plumstead, managed by a
voluntary Committee, containing 15 beds for unmarried mothers,
It was opened on November 25th, 1918, There is accommodation
for eight mothers and babies, The average number in the home
is 78 and the average duration. of stay after the birth of a
child is about two months, :

(10) AMBRICAN NURSERY. The American Nursery at 15 Brent
Road was started a year ago for the children of women munition
workers, , The funds were given by ‘the American National Allied
Relief Conmimittee and ‘he furniture by the American Red Cross
Commission to Great Britain, The Chairman of the Committee is
Mrs, Brskine Childers, M,B,E,, and the Eon, Secretary, Miss
Monkes. 21 infants and toddlers under 5 are taken in and there
is a staff of 8, S8ince the ammistice any babies suffering
from malmtrition have been admitted, ;

DR, MACKENZIE'S REPORT,

The work aone for the welfare of mothers and children
is as follows:-

1, INFANT CONSULTATIONS, At these Consultations the
babies are weighed and examlned and the Mothers are advised as
to the best means of ‘keeping their children healthy., They
are advised as to the importance of fresh air and cleanliness
and as to the proper rules for feeding, Samples of simple
olothing are also shown to them and they are encouraged fo make
rather than to buy baby clothes,. All the Caoneultations are well

&2







attended and one very encouraging feature about them is the
number of mothers whc some raying that'they are feedi their
children acoording to the directions given by the Health Viei-
tors, This shows that the mothers are coming to regard Fealth
Visitors not as Inspectors to criticise and find fault but as
friends to comfort, encourage and help, This shows too the
tact and kindlinoss of the Health Visitors, With regard.to
the Plumstead Centre, the waiting room is really too small for
the mothers who come, Many go away when they come and see the
room full, Sewing classes for mothers have been started at
Plumstead but at prescnt not many women attend,

3. ANTE-NATAL CLINICS., There are now Ante-Natal Clinics
in conneetlion with each Infant Consultation centre, At these
Clinies expectant and mursing mothers are seen and given advice
as to how to keep themselves in health, They are helped with
milk and dimners if necessary. Any who are found ill are
advlsed to see a doctor or to go to hospital, These Clinics
are not nearly so well attended as they should be, Tntil it
is possible to get better supervision of the mothers before the
birth of their children, we shall never get the best results in
the saving of infant and maternal lives, At present it is
difficult to find these women, There is no way of getting them
except through doctors, midwives, or accidentally,

The gympathy and co-operation of the midwives is of
great importance and a good deal of time has been spent visiting
and talking to them in the hope that if they know better what
we are doing they will see that these clinics instead of ham-
pering them, ought to be a great help to them, The life of a
midwife is hard: she is often misunderstood and unjustly blamed,
and as a result she s apt to be distrustful of anything she
does not understand, If they would co-operate more, as I foel
they will in time, all the work, both theirs and ours, would be
benefited, We have formed an association of midwives, which
is a branch of the Midwives Institute and which meets on the
last Friday of every month, At these Meetings questions of
interest are discussed, and, as some of the members have asked
for classes, we are hoping to arrange same for them,

3., WOOLWICE DAY NURSERY. This nursery is visited by
me one morning a week, It war originally for the children of
munition workers, and before the Armistice it was over-full,
To that I attribute the fact that the children did not get on-
as well as they should have done, They are d-ing better now
when the number of children averages 33, or only about half as
many a8 were there hefore November, Influenza attacked both
the Staff and the children, and the nursery had to be elosed
for threce weeks, There have been nn other epidemio diseases
there, The opening of Perran Lodge, to whiech the children
who are ailing may be sent, is a great boon,
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4, BRITISH HQOSPITAL FOR MOTHERS AMD BABIES,
Two mornings weekly I .se bcen spentu there, On one of these,
visits are paid to tho wards, and a lecturs given to the nurses
who are there in training, At the last C.M.B, examination
four nurses were present, a&ll of whom succeeded in getting
their Diploms,

On the other mornings there is an Ante-natal clinie
which is quite well altended, The attendance here shows that
if ‘midwives sent to c¢linies all their cases which require advice,
the olher clinics should be much larger than they are, I hope
they will soon be so, Of course the women seéen at the British
Hospital are.all patients to be attended by the midwives of
the Hospital, *

HEALTH VISITORS' REPORTS,

MISS FABRMER, (Dockvard, S%, Mary's, Burrage and Giyndon Wards),

Visiting homes where births have occurred has been
continued as in previous years, and advice given s to feeding,
clothing, and general hygisne, Th2 mothers are invited to
bring their babies to the Infant Welfare Centres, and it is
surprising to note that, although svery mother has received by
post & card glving the times of ‘he Centre, shs generally waits
for the porscnal invitation cf the Health Visitor before bring-
ing her child for advice and to be weighed,

The atienlance= c¢f children at the Infant Welfare
Oentre at the Town Hnll have continusd the seme as in pravicus
years. It is inter sting 1o note this, in view of the opening
of the new Amerioan Red Cross Centre at Plumstead, as it was
from this districet’ that the greater number of infants who were
brought Lo the Town Hall ccme, and who now attend the new centre,

The Homs for Ailing Bebies whicn was opened at Perran
Lodge in December, will prove of great assistance in the work of
the Infant Welfare Centres, as it will now be possible to send
to the hospital irfan%s who are no% progressing properly ard
for whom hospitel treatment, is recommended, Before the opening a
this hespital, not only had it proved very difficult to get .
Yyoung chlldren sdmitted 4o 2 children's hospital., but even if
a8 bed could be secured this entailed a long journey with a
child of'ten in a serious condition,

The milk and meals supplied in cases of necesgity for
mothers who are nursing their bables have proved of great bene-
fit to many mcthers ard babhas whe are brought to the centres,
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.HEALTH VISITORS'

T —— g -

REPORTS, 1918,

_______ e
Miss [Miss
Farmer|{Latham
Births, visits 348 436
re~visits 251 284
Domieciliary visits to Infants
attending Welfare Centres 108 214
Ante~natal visits 8 156
Puerperal Fewver 6 5}
re~visits - -
Zymotic Enteritis 53 25
re~visits 3 8
Ophthalmia Neonatorum 5 7
Re=visits - 10
Tuberculosis 139 165
Meacles 381 267
re-visits a7 40
Attendances at Welfare Centres
PLUMSTEAD - 25
ELTHAM 21 -
WOOLWICE 46 48
do, Ante-Natal Clinic | 10 20
Evidence in Prosecutions } i -
Camittees attended (Local Advisory
and Infant Welfare Commitiece) et -
Visits not otherwise classified 64 70
Unsuccessful visits., occuplers
absent fraom home 304 362
Reported to District Inspeotor:-
Structural defeots y 16 33
Overcrowding 2
Interior walls dirty 2 23
Other defects - 1
Infant deaths investigated - 10
Healtk lectures given - i
Days at exhibition and baby show - 4
Total attendances of children at
Woolwich Centre
Eltham Centre
Total attendances of Mothers at
Ante-natal Cliniec

——— — i —

Mrs,

am| Garside| Totals

361
201

207
18

18

tLar

1,145
736

447
a8
i |

0
82
L1
22
20

407

772
69

23
47
94

47
1

44
180

873
66

1

1,172
1,'}4&

152

458







WOMAN SANITARY INSPECTOR'S WORK

Miss Middlebrooke reports as follows:-

Notice should be drawn to the diminution in Bho numuvers
of verminous cases visited in 1918 as compared with previous.
years, This would seem to be due to the improved financial
position of the working classes earning war wages, With great-
er prosperlty in the home, better bedd and changes of bed
clothing, better and more frequent changes of personal clothing
for the family., have been provided, In less prosperous times
many families have to be content with Just one set of slothing.
with no means of cleansing except when the children are in bhed:
and the spare clothing being useful to vawn it usually remains
at the pawnshop most of its time, Thus it is easmily seen that
it is far more difficult under these circumstances to keep as
clean and free from vermin as in more prosperous times,. 0f
course even with Erosperity there are dirty families whase
thriftless improvident ways would never mend except under con-
start supervision and campulsion, These are fortunately few,
but the few give a lot of trouble and cause a great many visits
to be made, = Excessive drinking habits are usually responsible
for this type of casse,

Puring 1918 Scabies was very prevalent amongs® school
children and thelr families, and the cleansing station was kept
far busier than if we had had the normal rmumbers of verminous
cases. A good many cases occurred in clean houses and were
evidently school infected, 8oables is usually traceable to one
of the schelars at the school having had a relative home on leave
from the Front, 1In all the oases the bedding has either been
moved for disinfeotion or thoroughly boiled and treated at
hame, or destroyed and new bedding obtained,

; Owing to scarcity of labour, great leniency has had to
be exercised in the cleansing of walls and ceilings of Registered
Houses, cleansing only being enforced where extremely necessary
instead of the frequent cleansing required by the Bve-laws,

The Registered Houses were not so liable to overcrowd as in
1917, owing to more housing aocommodation being provided bwv the
Govermment,

Tnere were numerous complaints to be dealt with during
1918 of old people who were in a neglected, verminous and dirty
condition, Many were old age pensioners, whase income is so in-
adequate now-a-days to provide even food, let alone money for
attendance or cleans purposes, The only thing for these old
people seems the much dreaded Union Workhouse (after appeals to
friends or relations have failed),
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In spite of the fact that Dining Rooms and Eating
Houses have been worki at high pressure to supply the needs
of great numbers of Munition Workers, there have been no very
glaring instances of dirty conditions found,

INSPECTIONS BY MISS MIDDLEBROOKE,
REGISTERED EQUSES:

Fumber of Inspections 656
% »y Defects and dirty conditions '
found and remedied 530

WOMEN'S PUBLIC LAVATORIES,

Number of inspections 109
. found defective or dirty 6

RESTAURANTS AND EATING-HOUSES.,

bumber of Inepections 104
- found defective or dirty 25

FACTORIES AND WORKSEOPS,

Number of Inspections 263
' Notices served - 64

HOMEWORKERS' PREMISES.

Number of Inspections 119,
i of Motices served 14

MISCELLANEOUS VISITS.

Visits paid for various causes,

complaints, scabies, etc, 546,
Vieits paid to verminous cases 463
Re-visits (estimated) 1,000
Notices served on landlords and tenants

re dirty conditions ansd
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