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' Report of the Medical Officer of Health.
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30 Report of the Medical Officer of Health.

In accordance with thé scheme for continuing the visiting
of children up to the age of five years, 896 children between the,
ages of 1-2 years, and 2,599 between the ages of 2-5 years, were
seen.

The Council decided on the x1th April, 1918, to supply milk
free of cost to necessitous expectant and nursing mothers, and
to children under five years of age, under the Milk (Mothers and
Children) Order, 1918. This scheme came into force on 1st May,
from which date 186 families were dealt with.

In addition to this, owing to the shortage of milk during
certain months of the year, many applications were made for an
increased supply to infants and invalids. All applications were
investigated and in cases of genuine hardship the milkman was
interviewed.

The visits in respect of all the above relating to milk amounted
to 478.

The sanitary defects found in the houses during the visits to
the mothers were all dealt with in the usual way. 40 intimation
notices were served after visits to infants, 63 after visits in respect
of Measles, and one after Whooping Cough. Two statutory notices
were required. All these notices were complied with.

TABLE XXIII.

E E g 2 = 3 o
el |9
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Breastfed .. .. | 391 | 230 | 74 |148 181 | 57 (123 | 81 | 73 | 1,367
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other Centres, or, having reached school age, to the London County
Council. The number of attendances during the year was 2,403,
an average of 488 for 51 weeks. Here also a number of ante-
natal cases were seen by the doctor and visited in their homes.
It was decided to accept the offer of the American Red Cross to
finance an ante-natal chmc, and in future the ante-natal work
and infant welfare work will be conducted separately.

Health lectures were given every Thursday, except during the
Influenza epidemic, and on one or two occasions when a lecturer
~ was unable to attend. The superintendent holds a class every

Tuesday to instruct mothers in First Aid.

At the Putney Centre, 104, Felsham Road, the number on
the register at the end of 1918 was 446 ; new cases numbered
121 six children died, 16 removed, and five were transferred to
other Centres, or, having reached school age, to the London County
Council.

The number of attendances during the year was 1,627, an
average of 3-26 for 50 weeks. A course of 10 health lectures, and
one special lecture, were given on Thursdays, and 24 health talks
were given on the day of the Clinic.

The Putney Centre co-operated with the ILondon County
Council in opening on the 7th October, 1918, a Dental and Minor
Ailment Department, at 104, Felsham Road. Children attending
the Infant Welfare Centre are to be treated at a charge of one
shilling, which in necessitous cases may be reduced to one penny.
In 1919 the mothers on the Infant Welfare Register are also to
receive treatment in the form of fillings or extractions at a cost not
yet fixed. Iater on it is hoped that dentures will be supplied to
them at hospital cost. '

At the Streatham Centre, 37, Riggindale Road, the number
on the register at the end of 1918 was 400. New cases numbered
160 ; 10 children died, 31 removed, and three were transferred
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The cost of this work during the year ended 3oth September,
1918, was £26 ss.

(d) Provision of Milk. The Mibk (Mothers and Children)
Order, 1918. The Council decided on the 1rth April, 1918, to
supply milk free of cost to necessitous expectant and nursing
mothers and to children under five years of age.

From the 1st May to the 31st August, 1918, the actual cost
of this was £r22 5s. 11d. This is equal to an annual expenditure

of £366 17s. od.

(¢) Advice Gards. Pamphlets on the Feeding of Infants have
been distributed in this Borough since January, 190s.

(f) Grants to Voluntary Agencies. The Council on January
31st, 1go7, resolved to contribute to the funds of the Voluntary
Infant Welfare Centres 25 per cent. of their annual expenditure,
provided that the total contribution of the Council should not
exceed £250 in any one year. This grant is subject to the following
conditions, viz.:—

1. ‘That the work at each Centre be carried out to
the satisfaction of the Medical Officer of Health.

2. That the staff of the Medical Officer of Heath have
free power of entry to each Centre during the time the
work is being carried out.

3 That a representative of the Borough Council and
one of the Lady Health Visitors be members of the Com-
mittee of Management of each Centre.

4. That the Medical Officer of Health be ex officio a
member of the General Council.

5. That the total contributions of the Council shall
not exceed a sum of £250 in any one vear (i.e.,, 25 per
cent. of a gross annual expenditure of £1,000 in the
Borough).

This resolution was passed before the establishment of the
Clapham Centre.
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Of the total expenditure of £1,711 115. 4}d., £278 55 was in
respect of fees to the doctors in attendance, f254 12s. 2d. was
salaries to the nurses, £115 10s. 6d. was for rent, rates and taxes,
£742 128, 7d. was paid for drugs, foods, and medical requisites,
and £320 115. 1}d. for furniture, equipment, and other expenses.

During part of the financial year, Putney Centre was held at
Sefton Hall, lent free for the purpose by the Sefton IMall Mission.
In September, 1917, the Committee rented a house in Felsham
Road, and the cost of the necessary equipment with rent, rates,
. and taxes, raised the expenditure above that of the Wandsworth
Centre, which still occupies free premises at the Anchor Mission,
275, Garratt Lane.

The small outlay incurred by the Clapham Centre was due to
the short time it had been opened.

The general work of the Centres consists of :—

1. Weighing of babies and children by qualified nurse,
2. Examination of babies and children by Medical
Officer. .

3. Health talks to mothers by the Health Visitors.
and other lecturers as to dietary, clothing, and the general
upbringing of children.

4. The supplying at cost price of such expensive
foods as Virel, dried milk, emulsions, Horlick's malted
milk, Allenbury foods, etc., when ordered by the Medical
Officer.

5. Systematic visiting at the homes of children
attending the Centres by the nurses,

6. Co-operation with the Sanitary Inspectors, Health
Visitors, Hospitals, and other agencies.

Attendance at the Centres. The Wandsworth Centre serves the
three Wards of Wandsworth, viz. :—Southfield, Fairfield, and
Springfield. There were 721 children on the register at the end
of 1917 ; the attendances during that year were 2,358, an average
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fortnight. The school nurse who attends the Dental Clinic is
paid by the London County Council.

A capitation fee of 2s. is paid by the London County Council
to the Infant Welfare Centre on 1,540 cases a year during the
War, even though the children do not accept the treatment, and
zs. a head for any cases over that number. A grant of [75 was
made for equipment.

The Minor Ailment Department is open for two hours on
four days per week for the treatment of local sores, discharging
ears and eyes, &c., by the nurse, and once a week the doctor
attends. All elementary school children, and the children attend-
ing the Infant Welfare Centre, will be treated at a charge of three-

pence each,

The Doctor attending this Centre is paid £75 per annum for
one-half session a fortnight. The nurse is supplied by the local
District Nursing Association, who will be paid at the rate of £75
per annum for five half sessions per week.

A cheque for the salaries of the dentist, anmsthetist, and doctor
will be sent by the London County Council to the Infant Welfare
Committee, through whom the payment will be made,

The London County Council will pay a rental of f12 10s. pd.
per annum for the use of the premises for the Minor Ailment
Department, and also a fee of fourpence per head up to 375 cases.

Convalescent Homes. As regards Convalescent Homes in
connection with the Infant Welfare Centres, Tooting has an arrange-
ment with the Shaftesbury Union by which mothers with baoies,
and also children needing convalescence, attending any of the
Welfare Centres in the Borough can be received at the Shaftesbury
Union Convalescent Home, Addiscombe, Surrey. Unmarried
wothers are not admitted.

The Betty Rawson Home Committee for Putney elementary
school children has on several occasions had mothers, infants, and
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1917, the Mill House, Garratt Lane, was taken. It was approved
by the Board of Education, and the Ministry of Munitions, for 60
children, of whom two-thirds must be children of munition workers.
The large expenditure incurred is due to the amount spent on
equipment (£427 4s. od.), and the greatly increased staff. It has
been found necessary, owing to the increased cost of milk and food,
to raise the rate of parents’ payments to 1s. for one child, 1s. 6d. for
two, and 2s. for three. This is willingly paid by the majority.
Necessitous cases, such as the children of widows, women with
invalided husbands, or soldiers’ wives with small separation allow-
ances, are admitted at a reduced fee, each case being considered
by the House Committee.

Streatham and Clapham have no Créches.

Expenditure.
L & d
Putney, 1917 .. s e gl g5
Balham—March, 1917, to March 1918 o 283 8 3

Tooting—]July gth, 1917, to July 31st, 1918 567 13 2 .
' Wandsworth—April, 1918, to Aprl, 1919
' (estimated) .s . s «e Q00 T IT

Tobal v 5 e 4 L O e

I111.—ProPOSED EXTENSIONS.

The Local Government Board, in its circular on Maternity
and Child Welfare of gth August, 1918, states that the additional
" services for which the Board's grant is now available, subject to
the Board's approval of the arrangements, are chiefly :—

1.—Hospital Treatment for Children up to five years of age.
The only work of this’ description now being carried out in this
Borough is at the Babies’ Nursing Home, 39, Riggindale Road, in
connection with the Infant Welfare Centre. There are at present
14 cots, including two isolation cots, but there is accommodation
on the premises for eight more when funds permit. The staff
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5I

In Table XXYV. is shown the total number of cases notified
since 1909, the number of deaths in each year since that date, the
total deaths, the number removed from the district as far as could
be ascertained, the number who were stated to have recovered, the
number in which no inquiries were made, and the total number of
cases still on the Register,

TABLE XXV.
Deaths ; E :
- e 3| 8| g|8¢
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car.| 4% | | E|8 |45 48
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ok o | . |
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Total | 6,171 |mg 125 }:ﬁ& 361 (328 (333 |374 |332 [320 |372 | 2,822 1,263? lm1 9 |-,907
1 |

With regard to

the notification of cases of non-pulmonary
Tuberculosis, in all 218 cases were notified, 35 from Clapham,
1o from Putney, 47 from Streatham, 37 from Tooting, and 89
from Wandsworth. :

Table XX VI. shows the number of these cases notified classified

according to the part of the body affected, as well as the number of

deaths in each class.
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The total number of visits paid by the Nurses was 1,667.

Table XXIX shows the new cases and the total attendances
for each Dispensary, and it is interesting to note that the increase
in the new cases is almost entirely confined to the Balham Dis-
pensary, and that there are now nearly as many attendances there
as at East Hill. ’

Table XXX divides the new cases, by sexes, into insured and
non-insured, tuberculous and non-tuberculous, and shows the total
attendances made by them during the year. There is a large
increase in tubercular patients, the numbers being 566, compared
with 393, 350, 330, 379, and 343 in the previous five years. The
increase is almost equally divided between the two sexes,

Table XXXI shows the number of old cases who attended
during 1918, and the total attendances they made. There were
10,577 such attendances, compared with 7,331 in 1917, and 4,561
in 1916, so that the number of old cases attending for treatment
is continually increasing.

Table XXXII gives the number of cases living in each of the
five sub-districts, and shows on whose recommendation they
made the initial attendance. As usual, Wandsworth supplies the
greatest number. The numbers from Streatham have increased
during the last two years. 234 patients were sent by private
Medical Practitioners, an increase of fifty-nine on last year. In
the earlier part of the year the Army Medical Boards continued
to send recruits for special examination and report, who had
symptoms pointing to Tuberculosis. In the latter part of the
year the Local War Pensions Committees sent discharged tuber-
culous soldiers and sailors for report as to the treatment they
required, and their suitability for work.

Table XXXIII gives the age grouping of all the patients
who attended for the first time during 1918, showing the number
found to be tuberculous at each age period. Table XXXIV
gives the same grouping for the contacts only, and shows that
forty out of 349 contacts examined were found to be tubercular.

Table XXXV gives the site of the disease in the 566 tuber-
culous patients examined for the first time.
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TABLE XXX.
NEW CASES, 1918.
Tuberculous. Non-Tuberculous. Totals.
M. | F. |Total] M. | F. | Total] M. | F. | Total.
CasEs—
Insured ... J218| 751 203 75| 49| 124 | 203 | T24 417
MWon-Insvred ol II0 | 163 | 273 | 300 | 352 | 652 | 410 | 515 025
Totals ... JJ 328 | 238 | 566 ] 375 | 401 776 | 703 | 639 | 1,342
ATTENDANCES—
Insured ...JI,086 | 453 |1,530 | 191 | 186 | 1357 h,257| 630 | 1.806
Non-Insured o] 670 |1,077|2.647 1,209 (1,680|2,20.8 1,879 |3.,066| 4.945
Totals ... ..J1,756 (2,430 4,186 ﬁ,s&u 1,275/ 2,655 3,136 [3.705| 6.841
Average
Attendances 7°4 3°4 51
Per Case. :
TABLE XXXI.
CASES OF 10913, 1914, 1915, 1916 AND 1917 ATTENDING IN 1018
Tuhberculous. Non-Tuberculous Tatals, .
M. F. Total. | M. | F. [Total. | M. | F. [Total
CasEs— "
Tnsured 100 | 67 | 167 7 7 14107 | 74| 181
Non-insured By | 191 275 | 134 | 134 268 | 218 | 325 543
Totals . 184 i 258 | 442 I41 | 141 282 | 325 | 399 724
|
ATTENDANCES,
Insured 1,048 | 863 1,011 64 | o3| 159y |r1,112 956 |2,068
Non-insured 1,525 3.920 | 5.445 |1.579 1,485 | 3,064 3,104 |5, 405 | 8,500
Totals Jd2.573 14.783 | 7.356 Jr,643|1,578 |3,221 |4.216 6,361 (10,577
Average
Attendances 16°6 b § o1 146
Per Case,
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Treatment and Results.

As the Dispensaries have now been opened for six years, the
time has come when some useful information should be obtainable
as to the results obtained, and I am now engaged in summarising
these results as far as possible. In endeavouring to arrive at
accurate results, it is necessary to spend a great deal of time in
going into the details of all cases who have ever attended for
examination, and in trying to find out the present conditions of
those older cases who have not attended for a long time. Many
have left the Borough since their first call at one of the Dispensaries,
but I think that a useful summary of results can be made from
the many who still live here.

Till this investigation is complete, it would be premature to
say anything further as to the results obtained, beyond giving,
under very broad headings, the disposal at the end of the year of
the 1918 new cases found to be tubercular (see Table XXIX.).
These patients have not been under treatment long enough to say
what benefit they have derived.

Vaccine and Tuberculin treatment hawve been continued in a
limited number of cases, and some benefit obtained.

41 adults and 54 children have obtained sanatorium treat-
ment under the London County Council scheme, and a number,
not definitely Tuberculous, have enjoyed a change of air at some
convalescent home.

Bacteriological Examination of Sputum.
399 examinations of sputum were made at the Lister Institute :
43 from Clapham, 39 from Putney, 109 from Streatham, 30 from
Tooting, and 178 from Wandsworth. In 89 of the cases it was
reported that the bacillus had been found.

Other Infective Diseases.
17 deaths were caused by other Infective diseases, two in
Clapham, two in Putney, four in Streatham, two in Tooting, and
seven in Wandsworth.
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11 of these were under one year, one from one and under two
years, one from 15 and under 25 years, two from 25 and under 45
years, one from 45 and under 65 years, and one over 65 years.

Acute Polio-Myelitis.

Three cases of the above were notified during the year, two
from Clapham, and one from Putney. One of the cases was under
five years of age, one from two and under five years, and one from
15 and under 25 years.

One of the cases proved fatal, and the other two recovered.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum.

35 cases were notified, of which six were in Clapham, two in
Putney, 12 in Streatham, four in Tooting, and 11 in Wandsworth.

33 of the cases were visited. One occurred in the Work-
house, and one removed previous to notification. 22 were attended
- at birth by midwives. 11 were treated at hospital as out-patients,
two were admitted to hospital as in-patients, four occurred in an
Institution, and three were admitted to Poor Law Infirmaries,
the remaining 13 being treated at home. Two cases removed
before recovering, and one is still under treatment.

The 30 remaining cases have recovered.
13 cases were notified by registered midwives.

On the 23rd May, 1917, the Council decided that the arrange-
ments made with the various local nursing associations with regard
to the nursing of cases of measles when and as requested by the
Medical Officer of Health should be extended to Ophthalmia
Neonatorum. During 1018, 13 cases were attended by the nurses,
who made 616 visits.
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TABLE XXXVIII

Summary of Sanitary Operations in the Borough
during the Year 1018,

Coapman. | % Steeatnam| 2. | Waspsworte. | w ¥
E = o=
| Strea-| Bal- § South | Fair- |Sprilg = E
North|South| & |tham|ham | = | field | field | Reld’| = &
Ward,|Ward. Ward. [Ward. Ward. Ward.|Ward. =
Number of complaints received
mdltt:fnded to i 440 | 202 | 282 | 441 | 443 | 653 | 294 | 410 | 446 | 3611
Number of houses an premsu
e n;w 5 .[4618 (3079 | 2982 (3848 |5004 | 4060 3870 |2458 |4326 | 34335
umber of houses an prem:m
990 | 649 | 1326 |1443 |2070 | 1798 | 716 | 734 |1503 | 11229
Number of hnul;e tu huuse
inspections ... 82| .. 68 293 64| 55| 75| 53 Bgo
Number of prtlimtnnrg ‘notices
served .. we  w| 390 | 142 | 382 | 200 | Bog | 3508 | 282 | 374 | 589 | 3766
Ditto complied with .., 372 | 122 | 245 | 246 | B15 | 470 | 252 | 320 | 461 | 3303
Number of statutory notlm
served .. T el A ] R S SEEE S R e 5| 9| 23|1w06]| 380
Ditto complied with ... 12| 4| 11| 30|102| 3| 5| 34| 85| 37
Notices served for penudlml
removal of manure ... - ye
Number of rooms diaml:'ecttn:l
after infective diseases 432 | 628 | 456 | 499 | 824 | 660 | 503 | 359 | 785 | 5236
Bedding stoved .. 4 170 | 173 | 213 | 187 | 308 | 244 | 152 | 146 | 184 | 1777
Overcrowding a'btmd o RS 2 T 3 4 3 4 9 3
Rooms cleansed and repmred 211 | 53| 287 | 200 | Ba2 | 355 | 120 | 207 | 529 2834
Staircases cleansed and repairtﬂ 3o 7 41| 33| 126 471 13| 31| 75 403
Drains cleansed and repaired...| 40| 4 59| 171 | 77| 15| 52| 20| 49 616
Drains tested ... .| 200 | 1 55 | 157 | 176 | 147 ?g 141 | 240 | 1303
Drains found &eﬂ:ﬂ:hﬂ:—-. i 5| 16 4| 37| 41 40 4| 51 20H
Traps fixed to drains ... we | 28 3| 78| 23 4|  Flre)ia] 142
Bath, lavatory and sink wastes
altered to discharge outside
over gullies or repaired ...| 26| 11 31| 29| 4o 21 12| 31| 35 242
Rain water pipes disconnected
from drains ... e 1 2 2 5 18 28
Water closets c]ﬂnncd I.]ld
repaired 72 | 64| 169 | 148 | 271 g0 | 85| 114 | 201 1223
Water closets, iepamh: mppl:,-
of water laid on to ... wes 4 4
Accumulations of manure, etc., Y
rem 7] 9| 2| 49| 29| 8| 51 4] 20| 134
Urinals clﬂnmd, re.pured or
water laid on to 4 i 0| 10 g 2 I3 . 2 33
Cesspools abolished ... PR R T T e S
Ashpits provided or repaired ...| 40 :g 501 441 74 50 | 6 52 | 129 g
Dust complaints received | 90| 5 106 | 127 | o4 77 | 12 47 | 113 38
Stables and stables yards F
drained, paved or cleansed ... v i EE 5 1o b 4 ;E 102
Yards drained, paved or cleansed | 13 g 55| 40| 43 39| 141 a4 355
Unwholesome or dilapidated
houses cleansed or repaired| 2| ... 23| 11| 45 1 1 3 2 107
Leaky roofs and gutters repaired| 67 | 45 72 | g6 | 131 7 42| 73] 120| ‘724
Damp courses inserted... Frrs| I T 4 5 15 17 5 4.1 29 lgg 8y
Damp conditions remedied ...| 4 18 821 111 | 68 65| 42| o5 617
Houses re-supplied with water| 7 2 12| 10| 21 1 9 9| 13 94
Water cisterns clﬂnaﬂd.,mﬂred
or repaired ... e 10| 19 23| 19 14 23| 12| 24| 58 202
Animals kept =0 as to be a
& n:iemm 1 [ 4 3 2 4 lg 42
m nuisances I."Epﬂtﬁd e e . 5a - wa
Soil pipes repaired | 3| #| 15 33 o| 33| 8] 1| 6| 136
Unelassified nuiunnu wel F1 | 24 gzl 72| 6F 27| 44 ] 26| 17 405
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TABLE XLII.
#®
Premises. Offences. Result. Fine. | Costs.
The Parade, Tooting| Exposing geese for sale which| Convicted ... w200 [— | 42 /-
were unfit for human fooc
The Osiers, Wands-| Killing pigs on urlicensec | 80/~ | 40 /-
worth premises
- 89, Hopton - rcad | Nuisances ... | Adjourned sine die | — —
Streatham
to1, Hopton-road .. .| Order made {for] — | 21 /-
abatement of
nuisance
Non - compliance|500 - | 42 [-
with Magisirate's
; Order
B, Cotman Street| Nuisances and contraventior| Summons with-| — 4/~
Wandsworth of By-laws (vard paving) drawn, the work
having been done
112 and 114, Selkirk| Nuisances ... Order made for| — 20 [~
road, Tooting ' ' abatement of
nuisance
36, Point Pleasant, ...| Convicted ... 8/~ 2/
Wandsworth
3, Cornford Grove Order made foi] — | zo /-
Balham abatement of
nuisance !
‘Non - compliance|3zoo - | 42 /-
with Magistrate's
Order
102, Upper Tooling| . ... Order made for| — | 21 /-
Road abatement of
nuisance .
4, Arragon Gardens,| Absence of a water supply to| Closing order made |to0 |- | —
Streatham the premises
85, Byrne Road,| Nuisances .| Order made for| — | 2r /-
Balham abatement of
nuisance
18, Lydden Road, v .| Summons with-| — 27 [-
Wandsworth drawn, the work
having been done
102, Fountain Road, i ..] Order made forl — | 21 /-
Tooting abatement ol
nuisance
9r, Byrne Road, o & . — 10 /6
Balham Non - compliance
with Magistrate's|too (- | 23 /-
Order
21 and 23, Thorn- i .| Summonses with-| — 4 /-
dean Street, drawn, the work
Wandsworth having been done
4, Charlotte Place,| Contravention of By-laws| Convicted ... | 1O~ | 42 [-
Clapham (yard paving)
24, Malva Road,| Nuisances ... .| Order made for] — | 42/-
Wandsworth abatement of
nuisance









































































