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A comparison of the causes of Infantile Mortality in 1918 with
those of the preceding year shows an increase during last year in the
deaths from Wasting, Debility and Pneumonia ; and a decrease in
those from Premature Birth and Whooping Cough.

THE INFANT CARE WORK.

Miss Reeve reports as follows :—

“ During the-year 726 infants were visited in their homes. These
visits were followed by 2,257 re-visits, making a total of 2,983.

“ The Milk Fund has been of great service throughout the year ;
without it we should have had a larger number of babies hand fed,
and much of the advice given to the mothers would have been
useless.  Ninety-nine mothers were helped out of this fund during
the year. These were nearly all soldiers’ and sailors’ wives.

WORK AT THE CHILD WELFARE CENTRE.

“ During the year, 427 children were brought to be weighed
and for advice, and their total visits numbered 2,689, This branch
of the work is still growing ; on some of the Thursday afternoons
last year over 40 children attended. We are much indebted to
Miss Sandeman, who gave her help on these afternoons throughout
the year.

“The number of attendances at the Mothers’ Sewing Class
was 639. This class is held on Tuesday afternoons, and during the
year 434 garments were made.

“ Miss Baxter’s help at this Sewing Class has been most valu-
able. She has superintended all the cutting out, and has entirely
made many garments for mothers and children who have been
unable—generally through illness—to attend.

“We are also indebted to Mrs. Price and Miss Bray, who
arrange to give the mothers tea on these afternoons.”
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“During the vear the work has grown in all directions, tor
instance, the number of children weighed shows a 60 per cent.
increase over the number weighed during the previous year. The
largest number of attendances in any one afternoon was 58; much
toc large a number to be comfortable in the space at our command.

It may be said that now the Sewing Class is bigger, an ever-
increasing need is felt for a playroom for the children under school
age who have to accompany the mothers,

“ Through the kindness of Lady Baddeley a band of knitters
has been formed. These ladies knit woollen vests in their own
homes, according to directions given, with wool supplied by the
Centre. They have already supplied us with about 50 vests which
are sold at cost price, and are much appreciated by the parents.”

Useful work was done during the year at the Dav Nursery,
where several ladies rendered valuable voluntary services.

SENILE MORTALITY.—Of the 760 deaths, 186 were of
persons over 70 years of age. The proportion of deaths occurring
among those of over 70 years of age to the total deaths is, there-
fore, 24'5 per cent. There were 55 deaths of persons over 80
years of age, and 9 of persons over 90—the oldest being 99.

This is a high proportion of deaths over 70 years of age,‘which

indicates that there is a relatively large number of old persons in
the Borough, who contribute largely to our death-rate.

SENILE MORTALITY DURING 1918.

70 to 80 80 to 90 90 and over Total

131 46 9 187
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It will be seen that 86 per cent. of all the deaths ascribed to
Influenza, and 66 per cent. of those ascribed to Pneumonia (with-
out any reference to Influenza) during the same period, occurred in
the months of October and November. The age incidence of these
deaths is given in Table I.

Of the Influenza deaths, 30 occurred in the Northern Division
of the Borough and 85 in the Southern ; and 42 were of males and
73 of females. Of Pnenmonia deaths 12 occurred in the Northern
Division of the Borough, and 54 in the Southern; and 34 of the
deaths were of males and 32 of females.

The number of deaths in Stoke Newington is happily too small
to enable any conclusions to be safely drawn from them ; and the
most that can be said of a careful analysis of all the ascertained
facts is that nothing emerges of significance as to occupational
incidence, and that the Southern and more densely populated
division of the Borough had a higher death-rate from the disease
than the Northern Division.

The measures taken to cope with the epidemic included : The
circulation of all medical men practising in the Borough, with a
request to be informed of any cases where advice, nursing assist-
ance, or material aid, were urgently required. The provision of the
whole-time services of a Nurse to visit all the poorer homes in which
it could be ascertained that there was a case of the disease, This
nurse was provided with a face mask, and carried in her bag a fluid
for the patient and those at risk to gargle and sniff up the nasal
passages, and a supply of ““Glaxo” for making hot milk drinks.
She gave nursing assistance and hygienic advice—more particularly
as to ventilation and the spacing out of the rest of the family, and
disinfection precautions. Similar duties were discharged by the
Child Welfare staff, and although the Child Welfare Centre was
never closed, many mothers were discouraged from attendance.
Facilities for bacteriological examination were offered and provided,
but there was practically no demand made. Some hospital isolation
and treatment were secured. A few of the infected premises were
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disinfected. Many children were excluded from schools, and some
adults from occupation, but no schools, factories or workshops were
closed. The Public Health (Influenza) Regulations, 1918, were
enforced. In London, thanks to the public press, much useful
information with reference to the disease promptly reached the
public, and therefore it was judged unnecessary to issue handbills,

Fuller measures were prejudiced by the shortage of doctors and
nurses—the stress under which the former were working throughout
the epidemic was responsible for the fact that there was a minimum
of co-operation between them and the Public Health Authority,
but it should be added that the assistance of the Public Health
Authority was greatly restricted by the circumstance that it was
difficult to ascertain where the cases were in the absence of notifica-
tion. The notification of Acute Influenzal Pneumonia in 1918
would have been a great assistance by the information it would
have afforded of where the cases most needing advice, home-nursing,
hospital treatment or other assistance, were to be found.

The ococupants of overcrowded and ill-ventilated dwellings are
generally believed to suffer from an exceptional incidence of this
disease. There were circumstances which came within our experi-
ence during the epidemic which lent support to this very prevalent
belief,

The epidemic impressed the need for a promptly available
supplementary personnel for temporary employment in times of
emergency. In epidemics of Influenza, Measles and Whooping-
cough for instance such a voluntary personnel suitably trained
could furnish valuable assistance to the public health staff and to
the nursing service, if only by ascertaining the cases which are
really necessitous. Our war experience confirms the view that
there must be some in every community who would be willing and

able to volunteer for such emergency services, if they were invited
to do so,
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PUERPERAL FEVER.

Under Puerperal Fever are included deaths from Pyeemia
and Septiceemia occurring in lying in women. One case was
notified during the year ; and there was no death from this disease,

PHTHISIS (CONSUMPTION) AND OTHER FORMS OF
TUBERCULOSIS.

Eighty-five cases of Consumption were notified under the
Public Health (Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1912.

Fortv-three of the notified cases were insured under the Insur-
ance Act.

Nurse A. Ager, who is appointed to give part-time services
in connection with the Tuberculosis work within the Borough, has,
acting under the instruction of the Medical Officer of the
Tuberculosis Dispensary, and myself, dealt with 78 different cases,
making in all 338 visits in 1918.

The value of our present measures against Tuberculosis is
seriously discounted by the failure to make the scheme sufficiently
comprehensive,

The persons who disseminate large quantities of the germs of
Consumption during coughing and expectoration, while Hving
in intimate contact with their families, are the most serious
element of danger in the spread of the disease ; for the close associa-
tion of Tuberculosis with bad housing is admitted by all. There-
fore, the preventive measures of first importance are (1) better
housing ; (2) effective measures to render the spread of infection
impossible when once the infective person has been discovered.

For advanced (non-sanatorium) cases homes should be
provided which are local, inexpensive, and conducted on hospital
lines ; and these should be under the care of the Dispensary
Medical Officer.
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The slaughter-houses (4), bake-houses (26), cowshed (1), and
dairies (65), the registered houses let in lodgings (259), situated in
the Borough, were all inspected during the year, The one Common
Lodging House was closed.

FOOD INSPECTION.

During the year many systematic efforts were made to detect
the sale of diseased meat within the Borough, and T am glad to say
that, with few exceptions, our inspections have not called for any
seizures. 13 tons and 14 ewts. of unsound food was voluntarily
surrendered during the year.

HOUSES LET IN LODGINGS.

By the end of the year 1918, 259 such premises were on the
Register.

THE HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING ACT, 1909,

During 1918 no action was taken under this Act,

FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS,

At the end of the year 1918, 303 factories, workshops and
workplaces were on the Register.

As the result of the inspection of the workrooms and work-
places in the Borough, it was found that for the most part they
were in a satisfactory condition, and that the requirements of the
Factory and Workshops Act of 1901 were duly observed. There
are altogether about 700 domestic workrooms in the Borough in
which textile material of various kinds is being dealt with.

A complete list of all out-workers has been kept in the office.
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FOOD AND DRUGS.

Under the Sale of Food and Drugs Act, 175 samples of food
and drugs were taken and analysed. The results are shown in
Table V.

Sixteen of the samples purchased in the Borough in 1918 were
not satisfactory ; and, therefore, the percentage of non-genuine
samples amounted to 9'1 per cent., as compared with 64 per cent.
for the preceding year. This is about the figure for London
as a whole,

20 per cent. of the 80 Milk samples were unsatisfactory, as
against 10-4 per cent. during the preceding year ; but in some cases
the deficiency below the legal limits was very slight,

In London the percentage of Milk samples reported against
was about 11 during 1917.

It should be added that many of the samples purchased were
below the quality of the average milk supply of London, although
they were a trifle above the low legal limits which have been fixed.

All the samples of Milk and Butter were tested for
antiseptics, with the result that O of the samples of Milk,
and 4 of Butter were found to contain them. In no case was the
amount sufficient to warrant a prosecution, and in each case
boric acid was found : but in one or two instances the vendors
were cautioned.

Two informal samples have been taken during the year. The
informal samples collected did not lead to the detection of adultera-

tion.















289

RESTAURANT KITCHENS AND EATING HOUSES.

There are 10 of these premises in the Borough. The results
of the inspections, both ot the food and the kitchens, have been
satisfactory. The times of the inspections were varied as much
as possible.

FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS.

The Factories and Workshops in the Borough were inspected during
the year, and it was found necessary to serve 18 Notices, chiefly
for the cleansing and defects in the flushing arrangements of water
closets, etc.

The Register has been revised. H.M. Inspector of Factories
was notified of two cases where the occupiers of workshops had failed
to affix the Abstract of the Factory and Workshops Acts.

The outworkers Lists from the various firms in the Borough
employing outside labour were dealt with.

NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

Excluding Measles, 379 cases were notified during the
year, and in every instance an inspection of the infected premises
was made ; 19 Intimation Notices were served for insanitary con-
ditions found.

All the houses where the cases of infectious illness occurred
have been disinfected by the department.

No complaints were received of any damage to, or loss of, textile
articles during the process of disinfection.









KERSLEY Road
King's Road
Knebworth Road
Kynaston Road
- Avenue

LANCELL Street

Laver's Road
Lavell Street
Leconfield Road (1-33)
Leonard Place
Lidfield Road
Lilian Street
Listria Park
Londesborough Road
Lordship Road

> Grove

P Park

i Terrace
Lordship Park Mews

MANDR Road
Martaban Road
Marton Road
Mason’s Court
5 Place
Matthias Road (2-122)
Millard Road
Milton Road
Mountgrove Road (2-98)
NEVILL Road
Newington Green (33-42)

LDFIELD Road
Osterley Road

PAGET Road
Painsthorpe

Palatine Road
Paradise Row
Park Crescent

,, Lane

i ,» Terrace

. Street
Pellerin Road
Petherton Road (106 to 138)
Portland Road
Prince George Road

Road
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Princess Road
» May Road

QUEEN Elizabeth’s Walk
Queens Road

REEDHOLM Villas
Rochester Place
Riversdale Road (92-104)

SANDBROOK Road

Salcombe Road
Seven Sisters Road :—From
Blackstock Road to Amhurst
Park

Shakespeare Road
Shelgrove Road
Shipway Terrace
Somerfield Road
Spenser Road
Springdale Road
St. Kilda's Road
St. Andrew’s Road
i Mews
= Pavement, S. Side
Selsea Place
Stamford Hill (1-39)
Stoke Newington Road (1-175)
Statham Grove
Summerhouse Road

RUMAN'S Road
Town Hall Approach

VICTORIA Grove
Victoria Grove West

Victoria Road

ALFORD Road
Warwickshire Road

Watson Street
White Hart Court
Wilberforce Road
Winston Road
Wordsworth Road
Woodland Road
Woodlea Road
Woodberry Down

= Grove



