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DipHTHERIA. Two hundred and seven cases of Diphtheria
were notified within the Borough as compared with 178 during
the previous year, showing an increased prevalence of this disease
of 29 cases during the twelve months. Seventy-three of the cases
occurred in East Greenwich, 76 in West Greenwich, 38 in St.
Nicholas, 11 in Charlton, and 9 in Kidbrooke. Of the total
number, 170 were removed to the Hospital for treatment. There
were 27 fatalities ascribed to this disease during the year, which
gives a case mortality of 13 per cent., which is slightly increased
compared with the 9 per cent. in the previous year, so that it
would seem as if the disease had not only a slightly increased
prevalence, but also an increased virulence. Medical Practitioners
in the Borough forwarded 99 specimens from suspected cases of
Diphtheria for bacteriological examination, of which specimens 26
gave positive results and 73 gave negative results. The large
number of negative results is a very pleasing feature, for it shows
that the Medical men have made use of this method of assisting
their diagnosis in the very doubtful cases, and this has therefore
undoubtedly in many instances kept patients at home, who would
without this method of investigation have been sent to the Hospital.
During the year, 15 of the cases which were notified as Diphtheria,
and removed to the Hospitals, were, after remaining in the
Hospital for various periods for observation, returned as not being
cases of Diphtheria ; 10 of which were said to be suffering from
Tonsillitis, 1 from Broncho-Pneumonia, and in 4 cases the illness
was not stated. One case of Membranous Croup was notified in
East Greenwich in a patient between the ages of five and fifteen

years.

ErvsipELAS.  Seventy-three cases of Erysipelas were notified,

against 117 last year ; 35 of these cases were in East Greenwich,















48

There were 24 specimens of blood forwarded for bacterio-
logical investigation from suspected cases of Typhoid Fever, and
in 13 cases the diagnosis was negative, whilst in the remaining 11

cases a positive reaction was obtained.

During the year the country at large was somewhat scared by
the undue prominence given by the press to the spread of alleged
Typhoid infected blankets, which had been returned from South
Africa. Investigation was made in Greenwich as to the two con-
signments delivered here, and in both cases, as far as possible, all
the necessary steps were taken by means of disinfection to prevent
any infection thereby, and as far as we are able to ascertain, no
cases of illness in the Borough had arisen therefrom. In accord-
ance with the desire of the Local Government Board, a report
upon this subject was forwarded to that Board in reference to the
blankets in this district.

Outbreaks of Enteric Fever have been traced to the use of
‘watercress as a food in certain parts of London during the year,
and investigations have been made in this district bearing upon
the same point, but as far as we have been able to gather, the
population of Greenwich do not eat much watercress. None
of the cases of Typhoid Fever notified, or their families, state

that they have eaten watercress within any very recent period.

- PuerperaL FEvER. There were 7 cases of this disease
notified during the year, 1 being in a person between the age of
fifteen and twenty-five years, and 6 being persons over twenty-five
years of age. Three of the cases arose in East Greenwich, 2 in
West Greenwich, 1 in St. Nicholas, and 1 in Charlton, and 4 of
the cases were removed to the Hospital for treatment, being in

each case the Union Infirmary. Particular enquiry has been made
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of the Medical men notifying the case in each instance as to possi-
ble source of infection, and in each case the Midwife was in
attendance at the actual time of Parturition, a Doctor only being
called in when the patient developed more serious symptoms. In
each case the Midwife was seen personally, or otherwise commumi-
cated with, and personal cleansing and disinfection were urged
upon her, with a period of abstention from attendance upon further
cases, and I am pleased to say that in every instance this advice
was acted upon. No Midwife had more than one of these cases
in her practice during the year. Four of the cases unfortunately
proved fatal.

CHIicKEN-POX. There were 138 cases of this disease notified
during the year ; 68 being in East Greenwich, 37 in West Green-
wich, 5 in St. Nicholas, 26 in Charlton, and 2 in Kidbrooke. The
Order made by this Council, and renewed from time to time, and
confirmed by the Local Government Board, requiring this disease

to be notified, has now ceased to be in force.

MEeasLes. On April st in this year, certain provisions of the
Public Health (London) Act, 1891, relating to dangerous infec-
tious diseases were authorized by order of the London County
Council, confirmed by the Local Government Board, to apply to
the dangerous infectious disease known as Measles. The sections
briefly are as follows :—

Ser. 60.—Which gives power to Sanitary Authorities to require the
cleansing and disinfection of infected houses and articles, and
to provide temporary accommodation for the shelter of persons
displaced during the disinfection of their dwellings.

Sec, 61.—Which enables Sanitary Authorities to require infected
bedding and other articles to be delivered up to them for

disinfection or destruction.
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The Sanitary work of the Department shows that a total of
16,030 houses and premises have been inspected or reinspected
during the year. Information in detail, showing the various
improvements effected upon these premises will be gathered from
the lists appended. The number of intimation notices served
under the Public Health (London) Act, 1891, section 3, was
1,688, and so many of the matters were dealt with by the respective
parties on the receipt of this preliminary or intimation notice, that
it was only necessary to serve 613 statutory notices, and it was
only found necessary to issue summonses in three of these latter
cases, magisterial orders being obtained in each of the cases.
The number of complaints received from the general public

amounted to 169.

Occasional lists of complaints have been received from the
Mansion House Council on the dwellings of the poor, whose
inspector apparently visits this district occasionally. We are
always pleased to receive dond fide complaints as to insanitary
conditions from any person or persons, when the matters com-

plained of always have our best attention.

BakkHouses. Two hundred and fifteen visits of inspection
have been paid to the 76 bakehouse premises within the Borough.
One of these premises is a Factory Bakehouse, and 75 are Work-
shop Bakehouses. One Factory Bakehouse has been added
during the year, leaving a total on the register at the end of the
year of 77 premises. The fact that the clauses in the Factory and
Workshops Act, 1901, dealing with the certification of underground
Bakehouses would come into operation at the beginning of 1904,
was again brought to the notice of all occupiers of this class of

premises, and applications for the necessary certificate were
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received from 28 persons, which, with the one application received
in the previous year, makes a total of 29 premises in respect of
which certificates were desired. Inspection was made of each of
these premises, an exhaustive Report respecting each case
being presented to the Public Health Committee, and each case

was judged upon its merits.

I think it was very wise policy on the part of the Committee
that they decided, at the commencement of this period, that no
arbitrary standard should be fixed in relation to these requirements
for underground Bakehouses, but that harshness and injustice
would be less likely to occur if each individual case was judged
on its merits. The requirements usually specified included the
following :—That the walls should be of a hard, impervious
character, having a perfectly smooth surface, with the lower
portion of the wall to a height of ¢ feet 6 inches from the floor
faced with white glazed bricks, tiles or opalite, set in Portland
cement, and uniformly jointed, the upper portion being a well-
trowelled Portland cement surface ; the floor also to be of a hard,
impervious material, having a perfectly smooth surface. The
ceiling to be effectually secured from the entrance of dust and
dirt from the shop or other rooms above. The cubic contents of
the Bakehouse to be not less than 1,500 cubic feet. The lighting
to be such that, ordinarily, a newspaper might be read in any part
of the Bakehouse. The ventilation to be of a thorough character,
and in some cases it has been found necessary to provide electric
fans to aid the ordinary ventilation. Proper lavatory accommo-
dation and means for the personal ablution of the workpeople,
and satisfactory accommodation for the hanging of wearing

apparel, also had to be provided.
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the nozzlé lying by their side, and lifted the gut near to the
mouth, inflating it by a sudden puff of breath, in many cases with-
out the gut coming into actual contact with the lips.

Ourworkers’ REGISTER. There were on the register, at
the end of 1902, the addresses of 79 outworkers. During the
year 36 were added, making a total of 115 premises now on the
register ; this number is made up by 68 lists, containing 76 names
and addresses of outworkers received from various Medical
Officers of Health of other Boroughs, and 11 lists containing 39
names and addresses of outworkers from firms living within this
Borough, which also contained the names of 28 other outworkers
which were sent on to the various Boroughs concerned. When
these premises were inspected, as they have each been on one
occasion, 107 were found to be in a satisfactory condition, and
8 showed defects of various kinds, one being a dirty house, one
drainage requiring attention, and six others the walls and ceilings
required cleansing. To obtain the abatement of these defects, 5
notices were required to be served.

As mentioned in the Annual Report for last year, the diffi-
culty in obtaining the outworkers’ lists still continues. The
opinion seems to be held by these tradesmen generally that such
lists have only to be furnished on application. This matter was
reported to the Public Health Committee in the autumn, and they
decided that an advertisement should be issued in the local paper,
stating the requirements of the Act, and further stating that legal
proceedings would be taken if compliance was not made with these
requirements. Although this advertisement was inserted in the
local papers, and was noticed by many people, because enquiries
were made (always by persons who were not concerned) as to how
far it did affect them or no; yet, on the other hand, not one of
those who should have sent in lists of outworkers, did so during
the month of IFebruary, although such lists should be furnished
before the lst February. I again reported this matter to the
Committee, but they were very loth to take proceedings in the
matter, and directed me to again make requests to the firms con-
cerned for their lists of outworkers.
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and have been generally found in satisfactory condition. In each
of these cases the license was renewed by the London County
Council, with the exception of one case, to which objection was
taken by this Council, on the ground that the premises were in

use for some other purpose entirely distinct from cowhouse

pUrposes.

Until the passing of the London Government Act, 1899, the
London County Council was the sole Authority in London who had
to do with the above class of premises. With them rested the
duty of inspecting, the duty of enforcing By-laws and Regulations
with respect to the same, and the duty of licensing, and as far as
I am aware, such duties have been carried out by them from time
to time, but the London Government Act, 1899, sections 5, 6-4
and 2nd Schedule, provides that the following powers and duties
shall be transferred from the London County Council to each
Borough Council as respects their Borough. Power under section
28 of the Public Health (London) Act, 1891, of registering dairy-
men, the duty of enforcing By-laws and Regulations with respect
to Dairies and Milkshops, &c., and the Public Health (London)
Act, 1891, section 141, states that the expression Dairy, includes
any farm, farmhouse, cowshed, milkshop, milkstore, or other place
from which milk is supplied or in which milk is kept for the
purpose of sale, and accordingly, it would appear that the whole of
the pnw:ﬁrs with regard to Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops, with
the sole exception of the power of licensing any of these premises,
was transferred by this Act from the London County Council to

the various Borough Councils.

The London County Council, in a memorandum as to these

various powers transferred by the London Government Act, which
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was issued to the Metropolitan Sanitary Authorities, signed by
their Clerk of the Council on the 21st March, 1901, also bears
out this view, and I am privately given to understand that at about
this period their various Inspectors who had been engaged upon
the work of Inspection of the above-mentioned premises, were
notified that they need not continue such duties. Subsequently,
however, they appear to have again taken up the work.

In October, 1902, on the receipt of the notices from intend-
ing applicants for licenses, which these applicants are bound to
send to the Local Authority, the various premises of this class in
the Borough were specially visited by me, and the result of my
inspection was notified to the Public Health Committee, when it
was decided that none of the licenses should be objected to. In
the case of one of the premises, namely, that occupied by a large
Dairy Company, which had been in use as a cowshed for many
years, and had been regularly inspected and licensed by the
County Council up till then, it was considered by your officers
that certain alterations should be carried out if this cowshed were
to continue to be licensed for the purpose. After several inter-
views and much correspondence, the occupiers agreed to carry
out certain works to bring their cowshed into conformity with the
requirements, and some of these works had been carried out,
while the remaining matters were in hand. For some reason,
however, which was not divulged to this Authority, the County
Council themselves objected to the license and did not
grant the same. No notice of this objection on the part of the
County Council was given to this Authority or its Officers, and
therefore, we were unable to take any steps, either for or against
the decision, at the time of the licensing meeting. On the face of

it, this proceeding seems rather peculiar, in that the Public Health
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Ice CrREAM MaNUFACTURE.—In accordance with the require-
ments of the London County Council General Powers Act, 1902,
a Register has been compiled of the premises where this com-
modity is manufactured, or sold by retail, and at the beginning of
the year we were aware of 103 such premises, 19 have been added
during the year, 4 taken off, leaving a total of 118 premises.
These premises have been frequently inspected, and defects were
found on 9 premises, which received our attention, and the matters
complained of were speedily remedied. Observation has also been
kept upon the vendors of this class of commodity who frequent
the Heath and other public places for the sale of this commodity,
particularly on the occasion of public holidays ; the name and
address of the manufacturer of the commodity has generally been
found displayed. In one instance, however, where such name
and address was not found displayed upon the barrow, proceedings

were taken, the person was fined 10s. and costs.

Water SuppLy. The water supplied throughout the whole
of the district is ubtained from the Kent Waterworks Company,
and has maintained its usually high character with regard to its
purity. The following extracts from the Annual Report of the
Local Government Board for 1902-3 will doubtless be interesting.
“ In the matter of the general excellence of the water supplied, the
Kent Company retains its position at the head of the list.” * The
statutory obligation of the Kent Company as regards the maximum
height at which water is to be delivered where the supply is con-
stantly laid on under pressure is up to a height of 180 feet above
Trinity high-water mark,” in accordance with the requirements of
the Kent Waterworks Act, 1864, section 7; slight reservations
however are made in reference to the supply from a certain reser-

voir belonging to the Company; the Report states that these
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provisions as they exist are not always suited to the present

requirements, and might usefully be reconsidered.

“The Kent Company is now giving constant supply through-
out the whole of its district, with the exception only of 200 houses
on the summit of Shooters Hill, which are above the level of the
district reservoir, and are supplied by a daily service specially
pumped. The Kent Company supplied a total quantity of
6,564,994,146 gallons of water during the year for domestic or other
purposes, the average number of houses to which such supply was
given during the year being 103,091, and the average population
supplied being 618,544, giving an average daily supply for domes-
tic and other purposes during the year of 17447 gallons per house,
or 29:08 gallons per head of the estimated population. ‘The
maximum average supply was reached in July with 32:30 gallons
per head, the minimum being in December with 27-71 gallons per
head. For domestic purposes only, the average daily supply
during the year per house was 139-58 gallons, and per head of

estimated population 2326 gallons.

“The Kent Company’s supply, which is exclusively drawn
from deep wells, was delivered at a nearly constant temperature
throughout the year, the mean reading being 11'6 degrees Cent.
The Kent Company’s water almost invariably contains more total
solid matter than the other Company's supply ; the chief ingredi-
ents are Carbonates and Sulphates of Lime and Magnesia, which
impart what is known as hardness to the water, and cause incrus-

tations and deposits in boilers and hot-water pipes.

“The Kent Company’s deep well water was throughout the
year of high organic purity, and, as usual, exhibited no seasonal

variations.
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“The average hardness of the Kent water during the past
two years has been about one part higher than before, but this is
owing to the recent inclusion of a few samples derived from the
Plumstead Well, which always yields water of a very considerable
degree of hardness.”

The water supply of the houses in this district has received
copsiderable attention. Two hundred and one Certificates have
been granted in accordance with Section 48 of the Public Health
(London) Act, 1891. This Section states that a newly-erected
house shall not be occupied as a dwelling house until the Sanitary
Authority have certified that it has a proper and sufficient supply
of water, and in one case it was found that two houses had been
occupied, one for 30 days, and the other for five days before
application was made for the Certificate, and as this was after a
warning in similar cases, it was decided to take proceedings before
a Magistrate. A fine was imposed in each case. Forty-eight water
supplies have been reinstated where it had been cut off through
defective fittings. Eighty-eight water services have been altered,
so0 as to draw direct from the main, whilst other matters relating
to the water supply to the number of 453 cases have received

attention.

HousING oF THE WORKING Crasses. No special action
has been taken under these Acts during the year, as the constant
aim of the Committee is to ensure that owners of property keep
it in such a satisfactory state of repair that it will not need
special attention under these Acts. Overcrowding has been dealt
with on 9 occasions, leaking house roofs and gutters have been
repaired on 486 premises, whilst 116 premises have been cleansed

throughout and 232 partially ; nuisances from dampness have
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been abated in 136 cases ; whilst stack pipes, sinks, lavatory and
bath waste pipes have been disconnected from the sewer, properly

trapped and amended on 497 premises.

The Greenwich Market Area matter still remains in about the
same position. Conferences have been held to enlighten the
Admiralty Authorities as to the view held by the Borough Officials
as to the ways in which this area could be satisfactorily dealt with
and thus improved. Several alternate plans and schemes have
been considered, but up to the present no decisive steps apppear
to have been taken by the Admiralty for thoroughly dealing with

the whole area.

Houses LET 1v Lopcincgs. The By-Laws prepared by this
Council have during the year duly received the sanction of the
Local Government Board, and the various forms and notices
required under these By-Laws are in course of preparation. No
houses have been placed upon the register during the year, and
with the present staff it will be practically impossible to make any
satisfactory attempt to deal with this large question. The Public
Health Committee now have under consideration a Report dealing

with the question of an increase to the permanent staff.

House DraiNace. Nuisances occasioned by drainage
matters have formed as usual a very prominent share of the work
carried out under the direction of the department. Four hundred
and twenty-four systems of drainage have been reconstructed or
repaired, and 269 opened, cleansed, and amended, whilst 380
surface drains have been constructed. There have also been 128
new soil pipes erected, 295 drains and soil pipes ventilated, and
154 intercepting and fresh air inlets provided, whilst 60 new

systems have been constructed. ‘Two hundred and sixty-four
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systems of drainage have been tested by smoke and 368 by water,
amongst which 354 systems were found defective. Fifty-four
yards, 9 mews and stables, and 110 areas have also been drained.
Sanitary conveniences have also,” as one would expect, received
considerable attention : 30 new closets have been erected, and 15
additional sanitary conveniences in connection with workshops or
factories, whilst in 287 cases the whole internal arrangements of
the water closet has had to be refurnished, and in 375 cases pans
and traps only; in 119 cases also water supply apparatus has
been required afresh, and in 108 cases the water supply has
been renewed, whilst in 33 cases the objectionable practice of
supplying the water closet direct from the drinking-water system

has been discontinued.

SEWERAGE. Very serious complaints have frequently been
received relating to the defective sewerage arrangements of the
Borough in respect to the inadequacy of the main outfall sewer of
the London County Council, which in times of heavy rainfall
becomes surcharged, and thus not only unable to satisfactorily
drain the premises in the low-lying parts of the Borough, but also
pours out its contents on to the low-lying lands and into the ground
floors and basements of houses erected on such land. The London
County Council have been communicated with respecting this
matter, and formal complaint has been made to them, specifying
some 306 premises which we are aware have been flooded with
this objectionable sewage material during the year. This number
does not profess to be a complete statement of the case, but only
the number of houses with which we have been made acquainted,
and in many of these cases the flooding has occurred not only on
one or two occasions, but frequently. The districts particularly

affected are certain portions of Woolwich Road, East Street, West
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Conference, to more thoroughly understand the matter ; and it
was shown that this question is one that is becoming rapidly of
much more importance, from the fact that builders and house-
owners in various parts of the Metropolis are rapidly becoming
much more alive to the question, and are seeking, wherever
possible, to throw the cost of the repair of the drainage systems
from a group of property, which cost should morally be borne by
the owner, upon the Sanitary Authority, simply because there was

some slight technicality which might enable them so to do.

Mr. Long, in his reply, stated that now that the question
has been put so clearly before him, he saw the really ridiculous
condition of things which had arisen. He supposed there was an
answer to the conundrum proposed, but at the present time he
could not imagine what it might be, which was clearly illustrated
by an instance given in Islington, where one pair of houses
adjoining another, built apparently similar in respect, and in one
case the drainage has to be paid for by the Local Authority, and
in the other by the owner. He said that, apparently, this was a
subject which had given considerable occupations to the Courts
of Law, and in the study of which they had found opportunities
for diversity of opinions, which we know not infrequentiy proceeds
from these august assemblies. He said that he would have the
matter carefully examined, and see how far it could be dealt with ;
and speaking generally, it did not seem to him that there ought to
be in fact, and in law, any confusion between two things which

appeared to him so different as a sewer and a private drain.

The thanks of the Conference were then presented to

Mr. Long, for his courtesy, and the proceedings terminated.
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It is surprising how large a number of people there are who
immediately they are asked to do anything to their drainage
arrangements, set up the claim that any alterations or amendments
required should be carried out by the Sanitary Authority, as their
drainage is a “combined system,” and a great deal of time is
necessarily expended in looking for plans which may or may not
have been deposited with the different Local Authorities any
number of years ago, 50 years back is a frequent date for the
production of plans ; and if the plan is duly found, a further con-
siderable time has to be expended in convincing the property
owners that they are legally responsible. They seem to immedi-
ately come to the conclusion that if a channel receives the drainage
from more than one house it necessarily becomes a sewer, and
therefore repairable by the Local Authority, forgetting, and in
many cases not believing, that under the combined drainage
sections, if an order of the Local Authority is obtained allowing
any two or more houses to be drained by one channel in a com-
bined operation, that such channel remains a private drain for all

purposes of reconstruction ar.d maintenance.

L3
PupLic Sawitary ConNveENIENCES. During the year the

supervision of the various public sanitary conveniences, horse
troughs, and drinking fountains in the Borough have been trans-

ferred from the Highways Committee to the Public Health and
Housing Committee.

Up to this time, the control of the South Street Public Con-
venience has been in the hands of Messrs. Jennings, who were
paid an annual subsidy towards the maintenance of this Conveni-
ence. When the supervision of the Convenience was taken over

by the Public Health Committee, this arrangement was terminated.

F
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ConGRrEss oF THE RovaL INsTiTUTE oF PupLic HEALTH.
This Congress and Conference of Local Authorities was held at
Liverpool, and your Medical Officer of Health had the honour of
being elected as the delegate from this Council to attend that
Congress, which was of a very high order. A full Report of the
Proceedings being presented to the Public Health Committee upon
the papers and discussions provided at the Congress.

Foop anp Drucs Acts. Three hundred and six samples
have been taken under the provisions of the Sale of Food and
Drugs Acts, of which 28 have been certified to be adulterated,
giving a percentage of 9 per cent. adulterated samples, which
compares very favourably with the total number of adulterated
samples, viz., 11'9 per cent.,, throughout the whole of London
during the year 1902, this being the last complete year for which
figures are at hand ; and in that year, throughout the whole of
London the percentage adulteration of all samples taken varied
from 39 in St. Marylebone, 4-1 in Woolwich, 54 in Hampstead,
up to 20°7 in St. Pancras, 23'8 in Hackney, and 253 in Shore-
ditch. This number of samples taken averages slightly over three
samples per 1,000 of the estimated population. Of the total
number, 81 have been samples of milk, of which only three have
been certified to be adulterated, which is a very small proportion
indeed, being only at the rate of 3'7 per cent. of milk samples |
adulterated ; this is a very striking comparison indeed with the
percentage of milk samples adulterated last year, viz., 172, com-
paring also with 156, the percentage of milk samples adulterated
throughout the County of London in 1902, during which year the
percentage varied from 4'5 in Hampstead, 48 in Woolwich, 50 in
Hammersmith, up to 29'9 in Shoreditch, 304 in Stepney, 32°1 in
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BOROUGH OF GREENWICH.

ST I N AT X .

Causes of, and Ages at, Death during the 13 weeks ending
4th July, 1903.
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BOROUGH OF GREENWICH.

STUMMAR Y.

Causes of, and Ages at, Death during the 18 weeks ending
8rd October, 1903,
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BOROUGH OF GREENWICH.

SUDMM AR Y.
Causes of, and Ages at, Death during the 13 weeks ending

2nd January, 1904.
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BOROUGH OF GREENWICH.
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Causes of, and Ages at, Death during the 52 weeks ending
2nd January, 1904,
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