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THIRTY-FOURTH ANNUX

OF THE

MEDICAIL:, OFFICER O

BEING THAT FOR THE YEAR

1889.

To the Buard of Works for the Hackney District.
GENTLEMEN,—

The most noteworthy event of the year in sanitary
matters was the passing of the Infectious Diseases Notification
Act, which came into operation on the 30th day of October.
This Act renders it compulsory for every medical practitioner
attending a case of the infectious diseases mentioned in the
Act, to certify, and every head of family or other nearest
relative, to notify to the Medical Officer of Health the
existence of the said disease in any house situated within any
parish or district in the Metropolis. ~The fee payable by the
Local Sanitary Authority to the medical practitioner certifying
is 2s. 6d. for every private patient, and 1s. for every person
attended by a public official in the execution of his duty ; but
the amount so paid is to be refunded by the Metropolitan
Asylums Board out of the rates. The diseases mentioned are
small-pox, cholera, diphtheria, membranous croup, erysipelas,
scarlatina or scarlet fever, typhus, typhoid or enterie, relapsing,
continued and puerperal fevers. Between the 30th day of
October and the 3lst day of December inclusive, I received
352 certificates and 163 notifications. At first there was some
friction in working the Act, but the objections thereto seems
now to have passed away. The notifications sent are not so
numerous as they ought to be, probably from ignorance of the
duty required by the Act. I am not, however, aware of any
case in which the medical practitioner has neglected to comply,
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although he is sometimes late in doing so. There is no doubt
this Act will tend to deerease the number of these cases. I
have, from the first, sent notice to the Superintendent of the
School Board Visitors of the occurrence of cases of scarlet fever
and diphtheria (and should do so of small-pox if it occurred),
8o as to prevent any children being sent to school from infected
houses. I have also forwarded to all parents a letter
requesting that their children should not be sent to school until
the medical practitioner in attendance be of opinion that it
might be safely done. This Act has largely increased the
work of the sanitary officers not only as regards myself, and in
the clerical department, but also in visiting the houses in which
the diseases occurred, as well as in supervising their disinfection
as soon as the cases were removed or had recovered.

Diplitheria has been prevalent during the year all over the
district, and has caused a large number of deaths, as no less
than 93 were registered amongst the residents of this district.
In the early part of the year, before the Infectious Diseases
Notification Act was in force, very few non-fatal cases came to
my knowledge, but since then I have received notice of a
large number. Thusthe Act came into force on October 30, and
during the two months ending December 28, there were 63 cases
certified, and 23 deaths, whilst for the other 10 months I became
acquainted with 106 cases and 70 deaths. A considerable propor-
tion of the cases before October 28th were discovered by making
special enquiries from the masters of public schools and other
persons, There was only one limited outbreak in connection
with one of those schools, viz., that of St. Mary’s, Barn Street,
Stoke Newington. As the only cases in the neighbourhood
occurred amongst the scholars and their relatives, I requested
the school to be closed, which was done, soon after which the
disease disappeared. There were several instances of an
almost simultaneous outbreak in one family, as many as 7
cases having thus occurred; in two other families 5 in each;
and in two others 3 cases each. In no one of these could any
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trace be obtained as to the source of the infection, and the
. disease did not spread beyond the family attacked. In some
of the houses, viz., 32, where the patients lived, nuisances were
discovered, and in the others, 109 in mumber, not; but when-
ever imperfect drainage arrangements or other nuisances were
discovered. they were speedily abated. ~With the exeeption of
the St. Mary’s School cases, nothing like an epidemic has occurred
this year, unless those that happened in three houses in Cossy
Villas, within a month, can be considered worthy of that name_
I discussed the question as to the advisability of closing schools
when diphtheria was prevalent in my report for 1888, and there-
fore need not further report on the subject. A noteworthy case
occurred in Mehetabel Road, where a girl 13 years of age took
into the house on April 13th a stray cat, which was affected
with running at the mouth and nose, and which she nursed
until it died on the 14th. On the 16th she sickened with sore
throat; when a medical practitioner was called in on the 18th
he pronounced it to be a case of diphtheria. ~ On the 22nd the
girl died, and the medical certificate of death was ** Diphtheria»
7T days.” There was not any sanitary defect in the house, or
any case in the neighbourhood, or at the school she attended.
In another instance, which occurred mnot in this District
but at Bilston, the Clerk reported that he had accom-
panied Dr. Bruce Lawes, an Inspector of the Local Govern-
ment Board, who had visited the district in consequence
of an outbreak of diphtheria and croup, and had found
that in three cases the disease had been communicated
by cats going from house to house, and in more than one
instance the children had died, and the cats also. These are not
the only cases in which I had good reason to believe that
infectious diseases had been communicated by cats.

The Influenza.—In the middle of December, 1889, this
district, in common with the rest of London, was visited by a
specific fever, to which this name has been assigned. There
were comparatively few cases until nearly the end of the
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month, and judging from returns I have obtained from many
of the medical practitioners in the district, it became general
during the first week in January, and increased up to about
the 20th, when it attained its height, and declined slowly until
the first week in February, after which cases were comparatively
rare. This course is about the same as in previous epidemics,
and the symptoms ran much the same, the attack being very
sudden, the fever being high, and either the nervous, respi-
ratory, or gastro-intestinal organs being chiefly affected. The
outbreak was preceded by a similar disease amongst horses and
cats, as well as to a smaller extent amongst dogs. These
animals were attacked as early as the beginning of October
in some stables, and the disease lasted for nine or ten weeks
until the end of November or first week in December. In
another very large stable it broke out on November 1st, reached
its highest point on November 25th, and ceased on December
22nd, having been later in the outbreak and shorter in duration
than in most other instances. The total number of deaths
from the disease up to March 15th, 1890, was 25, of which
one was returned as having oceurred without complioation ;
another from fever, two from syncope (heart disease), one from
croup, one from congestion of the brain, and 19 from
inflammatory diseases of the lungs. The list of deaths shows
that altheugh the predominant local disease accompanying
influenza was inflammation of the lungs, yet that other organs
were sufficiently affected to have been the cause of death.
There were 3 deaths under 5 years of age; 2 between 5 and 20
years; 5 between 20 and 40; 6 between 40 and 60; and 9
above 60 years old. As many as 20 deaths occurred in
females, and only 5 in males. I have no return of the cases,
and, therefore, cannot say whether or not a greater number of

deaths in proportion to attacks oceurred amongst females.
The first case, so far as I know, occurred on December 7th, the
first death on January T7th, 1890, and the last on April
30th, 1890. There has been a good deal of controversy as to
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the manner of spreading, and in reply to a circular sont to
those medical practitioners whom I considered to have the
largest practices, the opinion was almost universally expressed
that the disease was spread through the atmosphere, but that it
also was capable of being spread from person to person. The
attacks of animals some time before man became affected is
somewhat suggestive, espetially as the same occurred in the
previous epidemic. That animals can originate a diseas¢ and
spread it to man is undoubted, but how far this occurred as
regards influenza, is not yet shown. This could best be
discussed from evidence afforded in countries first affected,
which T am not aware has as yet been done. Several deaths,

however, occurred since this report was written, the last
was, as before stated, on April 30, 1890,

Statistics.—The number of deaths in the district is below
the total for 1888, as only 3,352 deaths were registered in
1889, against 3,646 in 188%. The exceedingly low death-rate
(155 per 1,000) for that year no longer remains the lowest on
record, as for 1889 the very low rate of 13'6 per 1,000

inhabitants has been reached, against 17-5 for all London, and
179 for the whole of England and Wales.  This latter I

ascertained from the Quarterly Returns. The number of
deaths is the smallest recorded in Hackney since 1880, so that
as a very large increase of population has taken place since
then, it is evident, whether the population be accurately
calculated or not, the death-rate must be much lower than
hitherto. ~The calculated increase in the population is greater
than in 1888, as the proportion of empty houses has decreased,
and the building of new houses has continued at about the
usual rate. The number of inhabited houses in 1881 was
returned at the census as being 27,503, and is now 36,509, or
thereabouts.
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Since my tables were compiled, and the report written, a
table showing the death-rates from deaths from all causes and
from certain specified diseases has appeared in the * British
Medical Journal,” compiled, I believe, by a member of the
staff of the Registrar General of Births and Deaths. The
table gives the caleulated population in the Hackney District
on July 1st, 1889, to have been 244,109, whilst I state it to
have been in my opinion 246,114. This, considering the
census was taken in 1881, is a singularly close agreement.
The death-rate assigned in the * British Medical Journal”’ is
13:7, whilst I have calculated it at 13'6. The number of
deaths from diphtheria in Hackney is given at 97; in
Kensington 111 (population calculated at 196,226) ; in Bethnal
Green 102, out of a population calculated 132,079 ; and in
Shoreditch 69, in a caleulated population of 125,340. I
mention this as it has been supposed, which is not the case,
that Hackney has suffered more from diphtheria than any
other district or parish in London. As regards the death-
rates in other districts, the four smallest are Kensington, 12°4;
Hampstead, 13'1; Lewisham, 13-3; and Hackney 137 per
1,000 inhabitants. Now, considering the much smaller
proportion of servants in Hackney as compared with these
districts, and the larger proportion of poor, I think we may be
congratulated on these figures. Islington is returned at 150 ;
Bethnal Green 20°6; Shoreditch 19-6; City of London 228 ;
Stepney 231 ; and St. George’s-in-the-East 26:5; Whitechapel
being only 22'9 per 1,000 population. As regards the deaths
of children under one year old to 1,000 births, Plumstead is re-
turned at 112, Hackney 114, Kensington 134, Hampstead 122,
and Lewisham 131 ; in St. James’, Westminster, there were 183,
in 8t. George’s, East, 181, and in St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields as
as many as 212,  These show that the chance of a newly-born
child living to about one year old is greater here than in any
other metropolitan district with the exception of Plumstead.

This is considered to be one of the best tests of the salubrity of a.
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locality, although, of course, the mortality will vary partly
-according to the social status of the inhabitants. The marriages

were more numerous than in any other year in the table.

The table also shows the great increase in the population,
and the corresponding increase in the number of persons per acre,
which Dr. Farr considered to be one of the chief controlling
agents of the death-rate. It is certainly extremely satisfactory
to have such a much lower death-rate now than in 1871, when
it was 22'4 per 1,000 inhabitants, and the density of population
was as nearly as possible one-half only what it is at present.
How far the improvement in the sanitary state of the houses
will explain this very large decrease,—I cannot say, but I
believe I can confidently elaim a very large proportion, for the
active sanitary work that has been carried out in this distriot
for so many years past. There is no doubt that part of the
reduction has been caused by the comparative absence of
infectious diseases, except diphtheria, from the district, and the
smaller number of deaths from diarrheea, which arose chiefly
from the unusually low temperature and the prevalence of
rain, in the months during which this disease is generally most
fatal. The number of births was somewhat larger than in
1888, having been 6,674, against 6,511 and the proportion
to deaths was 199 to each 100, which is more favourable than for
all London. I may mention here that the deaths I report are
those which occurred between January 1st, and December 31st,
both days inclusive. ~The number registered under 1 year
of age, and also the total under 5 years were smaller than

for any other year in the table.
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TABLE II.

Hackney Districr.—Showing the Annual Birth and Death
Rates ; Death Rates of Infants per 1,000 Births, and of
Children per 1,000 Deaths, for the Year 1889, and each of
the Ten Years preceding.

Hw,:i iu& E’gf ggg
35:3 sf-ﬁ Corrected Death | Deaths of Child- 5'-:5 555 d
333 | A2 | Ratepeimuor | rom mntar yeer | S¥ET) T8
In Year. igp% g%ﬁ e Pop . 3 et é—ﬁgg :55-:“
e - | &84 | A%k

London Hackney|Hackney London. Hackney|London. [Hackney| Hackney
1889 30-7 27.3 13:6 17+ 107 141 213 369

1879 35°5 360 158 22-6 122 148 233 395
1880 353 351 183 217 142 158 273 477
1881 347 33-9 19-2 21-2 130 148 230 424
1882 342 32-9 17-9 21-3 119 162 219 414
1883 340 323 17-6 202 125 146 230 396
1884 337 30-8 18-0 20°5 124 168 238 408
1885 326 30°9 176 19-8 137 148 246 422
1886 32-4 30°4 17-0 19-9 143 159 258 418
1887 31.7 29.7 16.6 19.6 136 158 243 426
1888 30.7 278 15°3 185 125 154 225 409

Average of

10 years,| ; 33-6| 32+0 17:6 | 206 130 155 240 419
1879 88

MEANS. e £ : 4
187180 | 369 | 347 | 196 | 226 | 12 | 168 | 247 | 308

1861—70 k d5.4 338 20-4 24-4 143 162 — o

18561—60 | 33.6 31'8 19°1 237 128 155 g e

The singular reduction in the birth-rate per 1,000
population in London generally and in Hackney still
continues, but this year to a lesser extent, as in 1889 it was
273 ir Hackney, against 278 in 1888; 29'7 in 1887, and 304
in 1886, having fallen from 360 in 1879. In London the fall
has been less, but was still great, viz., from 35'5 in 1879 to
30-7in 1888 and in 1889, As already mentioned, the death-
rate has also rapidly fallen from 188 in Hackney to 136 ; and
from 226 to 17'5 in all London, since 1879. The deaths
amongst infants under 1 year to total births, which is a very
good test of the salubrity of a distriet, was lower in Hackney
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District than I ever knew, having been only 107 per 1,000
births, against an average for the preceding 10 years of 130,
and of 141 (in 1889) for all London, against an average of 155
reduction
the low rates prevailing in the distriet previously was

in the preceding 10 years.

greater than for all London.

The

at the same age-period to total deaths
satisfactory, having been 213, against the decennial average of
240 and of 273 for the year 1880. In these respects the figures
for 1889 compare favourably with any period since 1851, when
there were proportionately fewer poor than there are now,
and, consequently, there should have been a lower rate of
As infants
greater part of their time indoors, I think these figures speak
eloquently as to the improved sanitary state of the district.
The low death-rate amongst infants was, however, greatly
influenced by the weather, as there was a considerable reduo-
tion in the number of deaths amongst them from inflammatory
diseases of the lungs and from diarrheea, as compared with

mortality amongst the newly-born.

many former years.

TABLE III

Showing the Number of Deaths at all Ages in 1889, from
certain groups of Diseascs, and their Proportions fto
1,000 of Population; and to 1,000 Deaths from all
causes. Also the number of Deaths of Infants under 1
Year from other groups of Diseases, and their Propor-
tions to 1,000 Deaths from all causes under 1 Year, and

EVeEnL. oOmn

The proportion of deaths

was equally

of Deaths to 1,000 Population, in Five Years.

pass the

———

gg _Per Deaths per 1000
HACENEY DISTRICT. éﬁg ﬂt{o?]:g:t;lﬂ i e
88 | i |

5 1885 | 1886 | 1887 | 1888 | 1889
1. Zymotic Diseases .......... 407 121 276 | 2°74 | 2-34 | 2-26 | 1'68
2. Pulmonary (excluding Phthisis)| 641 191 359 | 3-18 | 3-42 | 3-32 | 2:60
8. Taberonlar .. ..iciivissvea 485 143 | 2-39 | 2-39 | 1'90 | 164 | 197
4. Wasting Diseases .. I Eg = 237 70 1:23 | 1-47 | 143 | 1-19 | 096
5. Convulsive Diseases. '-:':?: 149 44 0-81 | 0-67 | 0-€9 | 0-72 | 0-60
OIS . o de s s ey s 1919 a69 10-77 | 1045 | 9-78 | 9-13 | 7-T76
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3. Includes Phithisis, Berofula, Rickets, Tabes Mesenterica, and deaths registered as n7
eansed by Tubercular Meningitis in persons more than 1 year old.

4. Including Atrophy and Debility, Want of Breast Milk, and Premature Birth, in children
wnder 1 year.

5. Inoludes Infantile Hydrocephalus, Meningitis, Convualsions and Teething, under 1 year.

The table shows that the proportion of deaths from
zgymotic diseases, including diarrheea, was much smaller than
in any other year in the table, and, indeed, in any year within
my recollection. In all London the death-rate from these
diseases was 2'2 per 1,000, which is the smallest since 1870,
so that the low rate of 163 for Hackney is the more
satisfactory, especially as the death-rates from these diseases
has usually nearly equalled those for all London. The deaths
from inflammatory diseases of the lungs were also much below
the average, as the death-rate was only 260 per 1,000, against
3:32 in 1888; 3'42 in 1887; 3:18 in 1886; and 3:59 in 1885.
The same can be said as regards the deaths from other diseases
in the table, except tubercular affections, which, although lower
than in 1885 and 1886, caused in 1889 a rather larger
mortality than in 1887, and a decidedly larger (197, against
164 per 1,000) in 1888. As, however, there was a much
smaller rate from the cognate class of disease grouped together
as wasting and convulsive diseases of infants, it is to a certain
extent more apparent than real. ~ The total number of deaths
from these causes, per 1,000 population, was very much smaller
in 1889 than in any other year, having been only 7-76, against
10-77 in 1885, and 9°13 in 1888,
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For the first time since my appointment there has not beem
any death from small-poz of an inhabitant of the district for four
consecutive years, the one death in 1886 having occurred in the
person of a tramp who sickened on the day he entered the casual
ward of the Hackney Workhouse. Measies caused 66 deaths,.
but these were fewer than in any year since 1884. The cold
weather in the early part of the year was not attended with so-
large a mortality from this disease or from inflammatory
diseases of the lungs as I should have expected. In 1888 the-
deaths from measles reached the large number of 128. From.
scarlet fever the mortality was small, as 41 deaths only were
registered during the year, against 58 in 1889, and 55 in 1888,
As the disease has been comparatively quiescent for three years,.
the average for 10 years having been 76, it is probable that it
will be epidemie to a greater or a less extent in the autumnal or-
winter months of 1890. In all London the deaths from this-
disease in the years 1887-80 were 1,443, 1,209, and 784

respectively, which were more than in 1885 and 1886, when
the deaths were only 722 and 690; whilst in Hackney the-
number of deaths in 1886 was in excess of those in either of
these three years. This shows that scarlet fever differs in its.
death-rate in different districts at the same time. Diphtheria
has already been discussed, so I need not refer to the high.
mortality except to point out that this disease has been on the-
increase in this distriet since 1885, when only 29 deaths were-
registered; but as a similar prevalence has occurred in all
London, it is evident that some general cause has been in
operation to produce the excess. Part of this may have:
arisen from the tendency to assign a death to a prevailing
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disease rather than to another, when there is a doubt on the
subject, This, however, cannot account altogether for the marked
increase in the mortality. The deaths from whooping cough
were fewer than in any year since 1877. In 1888 the number
was 134, against only 52 in 1889, and an average for 10 years of
119. From enteriec or typhoid fever the mortality was" also
below the average, as only 32 deaths were registered from the
disease, against a mean for 10 years of 49, and with the
exception of 1888, there has not been so small a number of
deaths from this fever since 1880. Indeed, allowing for
increase of population, there is very little difference in these
years in the number of these deaths. The continuous decrease
of mortality from typhoid in this district for more than 20 years
is one of the most important testimonies to the value of
sanitary measures, for although defects in drainage are not
invariably found in connection with typhoid fever, yet there is
a general Dbelief amongst sanitarians that the habitual
prevalence of typhoid in a locality indicates defective means of

drainage. The systematic inspections, not only of houses
occupied by the poor, but of those inhabited by persons in
more affiuent circumstances, for the removal of bell traps,
cutting off sink wastes and rain water pipes from .direct
communication with the drains has, I believe, had much to do
with the improved public health of this district. There was an
inorease in the number of deaths from diarrhea, compared
with last year, as it was 93 in 1889, against 78 in 1888. The
mean of the preceding 10 years was 130.
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The Deaths Registered at different Ages from all causes
during the Years 1879-89, the Deaths of Non-Residents
in the Fever and Small Pox Hospitals being ercluded,
but of I[nhabitants in Hospitals and other Public
Institutions outside the District being ineluded.

AGES AT DEATH.

KA 0 ‘ 1| 5|15 25 35 45|56 (65 75 g i
—_— ] — — e e = | | — — @
1| 5|15|25 35|45 | 556|656 75 | 85 ag &
n sy Wil N
I; !
2 ¢ Totals ...|715 521 (177 152 201 (259 (280 (303 (396 273 75 [»352
Z UPer cents.. (213 155|5'3 | 4:5 60|78 8.3 |90(119 82 2:2| 100
| : P
l

Per cents. 1888 .. (225 185 | 4'9 | 41 44 69|77 |92 {115/ 8:0 23| 100
Ditto 1887..[23-6 17-7| 41 |40 53 | 67 7-7T 10-3|10-6 8-1 | 2-01 100
90 [105| 7-9 | 22 | 100

Ditto 1886, ./25°8 |16:0 | 4-4 4-'.-"5-5 68 | 7-2
Ditto 1885..(24'3 188 | 4°7 42|ﬁ? 64|76 85 (10-9| 80| 1-9| 100
Ditto 1884, .(23-8(17-0|6°3 |59 69 68 76 89| 8267 19| 100
Ditto 1883..(23-0(16°5| 4'5 45:53 7'7(83|9-2(10-6| 76|17 100
Ditto 1882..|21°2(19°5| 66 |43 | 6°0 | 7-5|7-8|8-3| 93|67 |2:1| 100
Ditto 1881. |28-0(19-7| 65|56 | 67|67 |6°6|7-1|10-3|6:6 13| 100
Ditto 1880, .|27-7(17-1| 4*1 |46 | 6°T|7-2|66|8-1| 90|70 1-9] 100
Ditto 1879../23-416°1 | 46 (42 60|79 |88 | 96 (106 5-a|1-a 100
| — =

|
Per cents. of : |
deaths 1876-85/24-4(16-9|52 51 64 |7-2|7-5|86| 97|71 19| 100

Ditto  1866-75/24-3 15°7[ 51 | 53 | 7-1 | 7-3| 7-4 | 8-0| 98| 7-8 | 22| 100
Ditto  1856-65|21+0 164 E'liﬁ'l 6:9|72|73|89]|109 E*ﬂ;ﬂ'ﬂ 100

I worked out the relative value of deaths at different ages in
my last annual report, and showed that the number of deathsat a
particular age is of comparatively little value by itself, and that it
is only when compared with the number of the population living
at different age-periods that they become useful. To a certain
extent, however, they are of value for purposes of comparison,
and the table shows that compared with former years the
number of deaths of infants under 1 year to total deaths was
unusually small during the year. The same remark applies
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German Hospitals are in this sub-district, and after the most
careful distribution of the deaths, some must have been
assigned to the wrong sub-district. This does not matter
much, as I have not deduced any result or calculated any
percentages from ths figures. = The numbers assigned to each
sub-district cannot be far wrong, as the proportion of births to
each 100 deaths in Stoke Newington was 218 ; in Stamford
Hill 208; in West Hackney 198; in Hackney 188; and in
South Hackney 208, As the hospitals and two large unions
are in Ilackney Sub-district, and very few births occur in them,
the proportions to births and deaths are about what might have
been expected. There is also another reason for the deaths in the
Hackney Sub-district being somewhat in excess, viz., because as
the mortuary is in the sub-district, and all persons found drowned,
or who died otherwise without being claimed (but few in
number) are included in the deaths for this sub-district.

Disinfection. — The number of houses and articles disin-
fected during the year has varied to a certain extent during
- the last four years, but it will be greater in 1890, in con-
sequence of the Infectious Diseases Notification Aect. Since
the cessation of small-pox, the total number of other cases
reported here has not altered much during any year.

TABLE VII.
Articles Di&iﬂfgcfed Jor the Years 1886 fo 1889

\ 3

Diginfected

|
1886 | 96 | 60 | 16 | T4 195 | 299 50 65 | 206 | 1040 | 381
1887 (110 | 64 | 16 | 79 238 | 185 43 67 | 230 | 1032 | 367
1888 (121 | 79 | 18 | 108 289 | 247 17 0 | 211 | 1140 | 274

1889 |120 |66 | 9| 86 243 | 233 a7 36 | 229 | 1068 | 299

Palliasses

Years
Beds .
Mattresses
Bolsters
Pillows
Blankets
Sheets
Quilts
Other
Totals
Houses
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All the articles taken to the Board’s disinfecting chamber
were, previously to their removal, disinfected with sulphur to
remove infection from the surface of the articles, and thus
prevent risk of spreading the disease in carrying them through
the house and across the pavement to the truck. In some
cases not included in the table, the disinfection was performed
under the superintendence of the patient’s medical attendaat,
who certified to its efficiency.

The Mortuary.—The number of bodies received at the
mortuary was considerably in excess of those in former years,
as the numbers in 1886, 1887, and 1888 were 77, 75, and 113
respectively, but in 1889 they amounted to 155, of which 109
were removed by order of the coroner. I am informed that the
relatives of the dead who are of a better class prefer the
removal, as it saves them the trouble and annoyance of a visit
from the jury; and the jurors also much approve of it, as
they are often saved a long walk, and attending the inquest at
a public-house; but the poor frequently do object. The
coroner pays the expense, and when a post mortem
examination is made, it is evidently far better that it should be
done at the mortuary than in a small and often dark room.
There have only been 7 bodies taken there by my order,
but several of those removed by the coroner’s order were
retained in the mortuary until the funeral took place, as there
was not sufficient accommodation for safely keeping the body
in the houses from which they were moved. The deaths in
the other cases were caused as follows: from drowning 16,
including 5 suicides ; by poison (suicides), 8 ; accident 1; fever
cases 2. These latter bodies were placed in the air-tight
receptacle, and the coffin screwed down before being brought
in, filled up with sawdust and a solution of bichloride of
mercury, so that no infection could be spread.

Artisans’ Dwellings.—During the year I have inspected all
the dwellings occupied by the poorer classes, which from my
own knowledge, from complaints, or from information received
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*Ford’s Buildings, Cross Street, Homerton.
Lorkin’s Buildings, Shepherd’s Lane, High
Street, Homerton.

*Houses have been pulled down to clear the ground for these buildings.

River Lee.—The state of the Lee during the year varied
very little from its ordinary condition since the Tottenham
effluent has been carried into the Hackney sewers in the
summer months. Towards the middle and the end of May the
water has always deteriorated considerably, but this year it did
not to so a great extent as usual, in consequence of the low
temperature of April and the excess of rain in May. There
were some hot days in May, immediately after which the river
assumed a dark colour and gave off a slightly offensive smell,
but the rain and cooler weather checked the progress of
the deterioration. In Oectober, when a low temperature and
much rain prevailed, the river was not so bad as in 1888, On
October 1st a sample of the effluent was obtained a few hours
after it had ceased to run into the Hackney sewers, when I
reported that it was by no means good, as it had a strong
urinous smell, contained a large quantity of chlorine and much
ammonia. The effluent varied at different times during the
winter, but was rarely in a satisfactory condition. On one
occasion, in February, it was dark and offensive; also contained
much chlorine and a considerable deposit. In oneor two other
instances it had the smell of having been kept too long in the
precipitating tanks, or of the sludge not having been removed
sufficiently often. Altogether, the present is by no means a
satisfactory arrangement, as owing to the small amount of
water ordinarily flowing into the Lee-cut above Tottenhams
and especially in summer or in dry weather, and also
the large proportion of the effluent to the water. In my
opinion no sewage effluent should be allowed to run into it.
This applies @ fortiori to any proposal to carry any effluent,
however good, into the Lee in the summer months, as it is

admitted by all having a thorough knowledge of the subject
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that no ordinary means of purification will remove a sufficient
proportion of the urine, or of the organic matter from sewage,
to render it fit for forming part of what in summer time, and
with an ordinary rainfall, is almost an elongated stagnant pool
of sewage. In fact, years ago that part of the Lee which is in
Hackney Parish was little better than a sewer in summer time.

Dust Removal for the year 1889.—The number of loads
removed, and the cost of the removal, increases every year,
partly from the larger sums paid per load. The number of
loads removed in 1889 was 33,881, being an increase of 2,142
above those removed in 1888, and the wages paid to the men
employed by the Board was £748 14s, 7d., against
£701 13s. 11d. in 1888, so that the increase in wages was not
so great as in the number of loads removed. The sum paid to
the contractors amounted to £4,345 7s. 3d., against
£3,944 8s. 6d. in 1888. The amounts paid to the contractors
and our men plus the inspectors’ salary make a total of
£5,203 5s. 10d., being an excess of £447 19s. 5d. above that in
1888. This is rather less than the estimated excess, which was.
£500, There is not any sum payable, as in most parishes.
and districts, for wharves on which to deposit, and for
barges to carry away the dust after it has been collected,
o that this sum, although large contrasts favourably
with the total cost in other parishes. As wusual, the
number of loads removed from each sub-division were
closely approximative, as there were 11,244 loads removed in
1889 from the A Division, against 10,442 in 1888; 11,567
loads in 1889 removed from the B Division, against
10,744 in 1888 ; and 11,070 loads removed in 1889 from the C
Division, against 10,555 in 1883, This close relation will not
last very long, as more houses are being built in the A and B
Divisions than in the C. The number of requests to remove
dust contrasts very favourably with some adjoining parishes, in
which a different system of collection and removal obtains.
The usual house-to-house visitations of many of the poorer
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1888, but higher than in 1886, and there was a good deal of
fog. In February the mean temperature was 37:0 deg., or
0-1 deg. below that in January, but it was higher than in 1888,
when the weather was very cold. There was more rain than
in January, viz.,, 1'75 inches, which fell on 17 days The
highest temperature recorded was 58'4 deg., and the lowest
21'4 deg., which was the lowest for the year. There was a
thunderstorm in London on the 2nd of this month. In March
the highest temperature was 60'6 deg., and the lowest 218,
giving the large range for March of 38'8 deg. The mean
temperature was 40°6 deg., or 0'9 below the average. The
total rainfall was less than in February, being 1-37 inches, but
it fell on nearly as many days. The general characteristics of
the month were coldness and cloudiness. April was also a
rainy month, as 1'92 inches fell on 2v days. The highest
temperature recorded was 646 deg., and the lowest 34-2 deg.,
the mean for the month being 457 deg., which was still below
the average to the daily extent of 1'2 deg. The weather was
generally unsettled and cloudy. In May a marked change
occurred, as it was generally warm, but rain prevailed to a
great extent, as no less than 3:44 inches fell on 14 days. The
temperature rose as high as 81-2 deg., and on some days it was
more than 10 deg. above the mean, and for the month was 40
deg. above it; the lowest temperature recorded was 44'2 deg.,
giving a range of 37'0 deg. Jume was a singularly fine
month, as rain fell on 8 days only, but the total was 1-71
inches. The highest temperature in the year was recorded in
this month, viz., 84'6 deg., the lowest having been 39'6 deg.,
giving a range of 450 deg., and the mean temperature was as
high as 614 deg., being also the highest for the year, and 25
deg., in excess. There was an unusual amount of sunshine, but
no unusual amount of diarrheea, as the ground and water had
not been heated up to the temperature when this disease becomes
epidemic. In July, after the 13th, a decided change for the

worse occurred, so that the mean temperature for the month
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Number of Cases of

Streets and other Places Inspected in 1889, Epidemic Diseases.
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Streets and other Places Inspected in 1889.
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SUPPLEMENTAL LIST OF STREETS, &e., IN WHICH CASE3 OF

INFECTIOUS DISEASES, OCCURRED IN 1889.
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144 | 14 1 0 1 1 3 3 3 G 0 |— 176+
Totals 715 (521 |177 152 (201 |259 (280 (303 396 (273 | 75 ———3362:
Per ceutages .|21-8{16°5| 63 |4°5 |60 78|83 9-0|11'9| 82| 2-2 | 100
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Cesspools emptied and filled up .. bk .o ,e
Choked drains cleansed, repaired, or reconstructed

Number of Premises in which choked Water-closet
Pans were released, or broken Pans removed

* Number of Premises in which Yards were drained ..

Number of Premises in which new Traps were provided

Number of Premises in which Sinks were disconnected
from the drains - 5y

Number of Premises in which Stack Plpas were cut OE
from drains .. .o .o ‘ .a

Total number of Nuisances from defective
means of drainage abated

Number of Premises in which Yards were nﬂﬂ-rljf p:wed
or the paving relaid.

Number of Premises in whmh Dust Bms were pmnded
or old Dust Bins repaired ..

Number of Houses repaired, whitewashed, &e. .

Number of Houses in which the Ventilation has been
improved ; .

Leaky Roofs repaired

Number of Water-closets to which a Eupply of water
has been given

Number of Houses supplied hy C]osat-mstem in whmh
a Flushing box was provided

Number of Closets Bupphed by butt only, aud Cistern
substituted

Number of Closets in Whmh defective appmtua was
repaired : .
Number of Screw-down Ta.pﬂ a.nd. langtha uf Plpe

provided to enable occupiers to draw water from the
main supply pipe of the house

Total number of Nuisances from defects
in houses ..

Carried forward

1148

337
39
537

428

126
—— 2612

536

632
2132

LE
561
—— 3872

156
30
17

1027

145
—— 1375

7859
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Brought forward ...
Number of Houses disinfected ... .. 300
Number of Cases of overcrowding abated 29

Number of Premises from which Pigs and other

animals were removed e = i e 6

Number of Premises from which stable dung and other

refuse were removed (including dust) et o LR
Number of filthy places cleansed 3
Number of other Nuisances removed (not included

under other headings) g e A )

Total number of Nuisances abated in 1889 ...

*Number of Accumulations of Dust specially removed
Number of Preliminary Notices served

Number of Peremptory Notices served

Number of Statutory Notices served ...

Number of Letters sent out ¥

Number of Persons Summoned before a Ma.glstrﬂ.te
Number of Copies of Summonses and Orders made out
Number of Bodies deposited and taken to the Mortuary

Number of Houses from which Bedding, &c., was
removed to be Disinfected at the Board’s apparatus
Articles Disinfected at the Board’s apparatus :
Disinfectants supplied to the Poor { \Daliet)

(bags)

Fish Condemned unfit for human food (boxes)

7859

1660

9519

1269
3457
787
346
2383
22
38
155

337

1425

208
1331

1k

*Many persons send requests here for removal of dust instead of placing
the D cards in the window. All these, as well as complaints of non-removal,

are included in the above.
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LIST OF LICENSED COW-SHEDS IN THE
HACKNEY DISTRICT, OCTOBER, 1889.

Naue,
Bmadbridg,H......
Jones, L. J.
Williams, W...
‘Whitby, J. J.........
Stovens, Hiisaieanail
James, B. .ccouans
Jenking, Jd. .. cednnusd
Parson, F. .« .oxuneies
‘West London Dairy Co.
Bennoth. W.fwdliesine

Frenph X, coissstinis
Lloyd, B Vo silnes
Richards, R.

o oK T i B s hnin
Webb: Bu Hati: dwn-bls
Abbott, J. & &. . ....
James, M. | . sniwesaa
Jonom, W 'ivmuieice
JonBEi At dh s T s e
CoxnlE TR o o iviadonsts
Motta, K. Jisdiviass
Chapman. ...eceesss
Loarter, 0. iices s
Crovig ML Gradie s onans
Bnewin, W. H. ... ...
Rumball, J. & J. ....
Jones, Fuuissvis vois
Bl B aiisenabsiti
Cashford, W. G.

AppRESS. No. oF SHEDS.

Aroola Street. ...ccce0000vons
. 3, Ardleigh Rd., De Beauvoir ann

. 6, Arthur Street, Hackney ......

12, Bay Street, Dalston ........
Bridge Street, Homerton . .......

.+ 4€, Brooksby’s Walk, Homerton. .

2, Buckingham Road, Kingsland
Barn Street, Stoke Newington. ...
Chapel Road, Stamford Hill ....

61, Church Road, De DBeauvoir
i AR A SO .

72, Church Road, Homerton ....

.. 84, Clifden Road, Clapton Park ..
. 174, Culford Road, Hackney .

67, Downham Road, Kingsland ..
76a, Broadway, London Fields ..
71, Digby Road, Homerton... ...
11, Downham Road, Kingsland ..
1, Dynevor Rd., Stoke Newington
3, Elsdale Street, Hackney ......
Fenn Street, Homerton..........
6, Florefield Road, Hackney ....
86, Green Lanes, Stoke Newington
1, Gloucester Road, South Hackney
17, Hertford Road, Kingsland. ...
3, Hill Street, Upper Clapton ....
High Road, Upper Clapton,.....
69, Holly Street, Dalston. . ... S
46a, Leswin Street, Hackney ....

. Jerusalem Square, Mare Street,

EERBRBEY . 555 v S e .
Carried forward

1
1
1

= BD = e o3

et = RS QS e

i

= e b b BD b b b D e e



Naore.

Reynolds, C. & E.. ..
Blvong.J. . vuowscaae
Dol A BN et
Wingrove, J. T. .....
Stevens, W. E. ......
Fotysrs We o 0T TEA0,
Wasaer, J:0.. .00 0.4

Wbl 2 s el
Ohandler, 4. . . casaes
Btapleton, A. .. 00 -

Ligwmas s i e e Mo
Abbott, J. & G......
Brigga,A...........
Harper, DOE e
37T et MARRETL i A
I e (R SR
Ehilban: Bl
T R e e
Brigue, 4. o0 500 %
N Oy e
R ol Sl | el

Lillicrap (Oldacre and
Haynes) ........

Bygon, 4. sedveas
Ropee, B, calalabdoini
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ADDRESS. No. or Sueps.

Brought forward...
. Landfield Street, Hackney ......

. Lee Bridge, Clapton............

Ivy Cottage, l.ee Bridge Rﬂad

4, London Lane, Hackney ......
Marsh Farm, Temple Mills . .....
Manor Farm, Hackney Wick ...,
23, Mare Street ...... fav ik sy
Marsh Gate, Homerton .........

. Marsh Hill, Homerton ..........

2, Mayfield Road, Dalston ......
14, Morning Lane, Hm:kuey
90, Morning Lane. .

Brooklands, Stﬂke Nlmngl:ou
Common .

6, Palace Road Haukney

. 3, Paradise Place, Hﬂ.ukney

65, Pritchaxd’s Road, Hackney ..
257, Queen’s Road, Dalston......
79, Shacklewell Lane, Hackney ..
Sigdon Road, Hackney ........

. 83, Bouthgate Road ............

Spring Hill, Clapten: ...........

180, Victoria Park Road ........
3, Warburton Road, Hackney. ...
198, Well Blread ... aialt ik
167, Wall Blreol . . . i 9 cniiend

s, WidE Haad. < b s inslidens

B R S
Total cow sheds......

.. 43

e e e e

e

— 8D = = n —
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