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Rescue Homes of the Salvation Army established in Hackney, and
of these only 8 were of Hackney parentage; so that the actual
number of illegitimate births amongst Hackney residents was 136.
These give an illegitimate birth-rate of 21-3 per 1,000 births. Such a
rate does not testify very highly to the morality of Hackney.

Dearns.—The deaths registered in Hackney during the year 1900
reached the total of 3,898 : but of these 518 were of non-residents
in the district, and in addition 291 Hackney residents died in other
districts. =~ Making the necessary corrections, I find the exact
number of deaths amongst residents during the year 1900 to be
3,652, which is equivalent to an annual death-rate of 16:7 per 1,000
living. Correcting this rate for age and sex-distribution by means of
the factor 1:04645, the true mortality of Hackney for the year 1900
becomes 17-4 per 1,000 living, against a rate of 17-1 per 1,000 living
for the year 1899. The above rate for 1900 compares favourably with
all London, which was 18'8 per 1,000 for the same year. It is very
satisfactory to know that in spite of inereasing population, especially
of a class amongst whom as a rule the death-rate is high, and
increasing density, the death-rate does not show any considerable
rise. It also shows that the money and labour spent in Public
Health administration have not been used in vain, but are being
rewarded by lengthened life, and improved health of the publie.

INFANT MorTaALITY.—The deaths under one year of age num-
bered 1,035 during the year 1900. This is equivalent to a mortality
of 162 per 1,000 births. The following table shews the chief causes
of infant mortality during the last nine years. It will be seen that
diarrhceea and tubercular diseases, with lung diseases, form a large
proportion, and are all more or less preventable.

The infant mortality for all London for the same period was
160 per 1,000.
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I subsequently visited all those persons residing in Hackney who
had been exposed to infection, and kept them under observation ;
those residing in other districts were kept under observation by the
Medical Officers of Health of their respective districts, whom I had
informed of the circumstances, and of their addresses. Later, others
were found to be suffering from the disease, and in the early stages
were removed to hospital. Infected rooms, clothing, bedding, &e.,
were disinfected, and advantage was taken to advise all persons who
had been exposed to infection to be vaceinated or re-vaceinated. All
efforts to trace the source of infection beyond the boy Arthur Wi.
were fruitless.

The manner in which Charles L. became infected deserves some
record. It appears that F. Wi, of 52, Churchill Road, was employed
at a boot factory in leather cutting. During the early days of his
illness, and while the eruption was appearing, it appears he continued
at work. On leaving work, all his work tools were taken to his home,
except a leaden weight and cutting knife, which were put on one side
until his return. The tools taken home and the workroom were
disinfected, and the board on which he cut the leather was planed,
and the shavings destroyed. During the absence of F. Wi., another
workman, Charles L., was taken on as cutter, who took F. Wi's place
at the bench, using the same board as he used. F. Wi. returned to
work on the 7th February, taking his place at the bench next to
Charles L. On re-commencing work, he toock out the leaden weight
and knife which had been put aside, and not used by anyone during
his illness, and used them at his work. Charles L. at the same time
participating in the use of these tools. About a fortnight after I'. Wi.
returned to work, Charles L. fell ill with small-pox, the eruption
which was modified, appearing on the 1st of March. Unfortunately
this was diagnosed by the patient’s medical attendant as chicken-pox,
the result being that the patient’s wife was attacked with a more
severe form of the disease. They were both removed to hospital, and
made a good recovery in due course.

The interesting feature about Charles L's illness, is that be almost
certainly contracted the disease from F. Wi., and through the medium
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offensive deposit, or the choking of a gulley, and the reconstruction of
a combined system of drainage for four or five houses. The former
probably is abated after one visit of the inspector, the latter requiring
visits at intervals during two or three weeks. In proof of this, I may
state that no less than 36,101 visits of re-inspection were made during
the year, which work oub at an average of about nine visits to each
nuisance abated.

House-ro House Ixspecriox.—In addition to the inspections
made on complaint, and in houses where infectious disease has
occurred, considerable progress has been made during the year in what
is known as house-to-house inspections. This has been rendered
possible by the diminution of notifiable infectious disease in the
district during the year. Nearly 1,000 houses were so visited by the
inspectors, and notices served for the abatement of any nuisance
found on the premises.

IsxFecTious Disease.—The number of inspections made after
infectious disease was less than one-half those requiring inspection
during 1899 —the number in 1900 not reaching higher than 1694,
whereas, the year before, it totalled 4,246. The drains of each house
visited were tested, and any nuisance found abated.

The rooms fumigated numbered 1659, in addition 529 of these were
stripped of their wall paper and cleansed. The articles disinfected by
super-heated steam numbered 10,038, and those destroyed by request
of the owners 51.

The disinfectants distributed to persons applying at the Town Hall
for such, were 7,952 bags of sanitas powder, and 1,182 bottles of
carbolic acid. For list of articles disinfected, ete., see appendix.

Accommodation for persons during the disinfection of their homes
was paid for by the local authority on two occasions. These do not
represent the whole of those who were deprived of their homes for
one or more nights, but those only who made application to the
Publiec Health Department for the means to provide accommodation.
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The water overflowed both banks of the river, a part of the
North Millfield, and also the marshes on the eastern side. The river
overflowed in a similar manner in the spring of the year 1897,
flooding the same houses, and causing the same damage and danger
to health. I then pointed out that the overflow of the river would
reeur, and render the houses in this locality unfit for habitation. The
actual cause of the flood is not quite known, but it is believed the
raising of the level of the adjacent marsh lands has helped to cause
their more frequent recurrence.

I reported these circumstances to the Public Health Co : mittee,
and expressed the opinion that the cause of these recurring floods
was complex, and required a searching enquiry to elucidate them, and
that probably the London County Council if approached would
undertake such an enquiry with a view to enforcing such measures
as would prevent the occurrence of future floods.

I believe an investigation was made by the Counecil, but as yet
without any practical result. It is quite certain that if future flood
cannot be prevented, the houses bordering the river will have to be
closed ; for I have no hesitation in stating that dwellings subject to
casual flooding are unfit for habitation.

CANAL BOATS ACTS, 1877—1894.

The Inspector appointed to examine the canal boats on the
waterways through Hackney reports that he inspected 93 boats
during the year. Of these 83 were found to conform to the
regulations, but in eight instances infringements were observed.
The latter are as follows :—

Certificate did not indentify owner... 3 cases.
Marking of boat defective or absent 2 cases.
Certificate absent ... ... 3 cases.

In addition to these, one cabin was not sufficiently ventilated, and

in six others the cabins required painting.

CUSTOMS AND INLAND REVENUE ACT, 1900,
During the year I granted three certificates to the same number of

owners under the provisions of this Act. The total number of
tenements covered by these certificates was 54.
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REPORT ON A RECENT OUTBREAK OF SEPTIC SORE-
THROAT DISEASE APPARENTLY CAUSED BY
INFECTED MILK.

To the Chairman and Members of the Public Health Committee.

GENTLEMEN,

I beg to report that my attention was called, on the 26th of April,
by a medical practitioner of North Hackney, to the prevalence of
sore-throat disease of a septic character in his practice, which
appeared to be associated with a particular milk supply.

In order to ascertain the proportions of this outbhreak, and whether
the association with milk supply was general, I immediately sent a
circular letter to each medical practitioner in Hackney asking
whether (a) he had recently met in his practice with any cases of
sore-throat illness, acccompanied by much enlargement of the glands
of the neck and considerable weakness, and, if so, whether (b) the
milk supply to the patients was from a common source.

At the same time I visited the dairy supplying the suspected milk,
and there ascertained that nearly all the milk supplied by this dairy
was obtained from seven different country dealers. Inadditiona few
cows were kept by the dairyman. I took samples of the country milk
and sent them for examination to the director of the Jenner Institute.
The dairyman’s cows were subsequently examined by a veterinary
surgeon, who found them to be in good health. For the purposes of
this report I shall in future refer to this milk supply under the symbol
X. In addition to these investigations I instructed several of the
Sanitary Inspectors to make a house-to-house enquiry in certain areas
where I thought the suspected milk was supplied.

Before giving in detail the result of these investigations I have to
state that both from the replies to my circular and by personal
enquiries amongst the medical practitioners of the distriet, I
ascertained that there was a prevalence of sore-throat illness of a
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septic character, confined principally to North Hackney. As near as
I could ascertain, the disease was prevalent during nearly the whole
of April, and the first week in May. The following analysis of the
symptoms met with in 10 eases occurring in the practice of Dr, H. 8.
Powell, of Upper Clapton, to whom I am indebted for the same,
clearly shows the exceptional character and course of the affection.

Symptoms.—(a) In every case there was tonsilitis (not follicular).
(b) In two cases there was as well superficial ulceration of the tonsil.
(¢) In every case there was considerable swelling of the cerviecal
lymphatie glands, more marked on the one side than the other—in two
cases the swelling was very great. (d) In one case the lymphadenitis
proceeded to suppuration. (¢) In every case the temperature was
raised, in a few cases it was 105° F., and there were rigors. In all
the cases the ten perature persisted after the tonsilitis had disappeared,
lasting in nearly all for at least a fortnight. (f) The temperature
assumed the remittent type, and there was in every case profuse
sweating at nights. (g) There was great prostration in most ecases,
and considerable cachexia in all. (k) In one case acute septicemia
supervened, followed by acute septic pneumonia and death. (i) In
two cases in the same family, acuie nephritis with h@maturia came
on about a week after the onset of symptoms. (7 ) In one case the child
had an attack of purpura he&emorrhagiea. (%) Inall cases convalescence
was protracted.

In addition to the above there was a marked tendency for multiple
cases to oceur in families, also while no age or sex was exempt, a
very large number of the sufferers were children ; these features
helped to direct suspicion to the milk.

During my enquiries I learned that in some of the families where
sore throat existed the milk supplied to the household was boiled
before use. I was informed by the medical attendants that generally,
where this had taken place, the sore throat disease had been of a
milder form. Of course, the degree of sterilization of milk which is
sought for by boiling, depends both upon the temperature to which
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TABLE.

Prosecutions under the Food and Drugs Acts and
Margarine Acts during the year 1900, °

Sampte, | Article. Syl o cireoal]  Finad. Costs. Remarks.

g 85 d|8 s a
5 | Butter ..| 149% foreign fat ..| Fined oy 12 6

8 | Milk ..| 6% added water ..| Fined n 5 O |Towards costs

11 | Milk ..| 6% added water ..|-Fined .. 5 0 |Towardscosts
16 | Milk ..| 169 added water ..| Fined ] 298 13 8
44 | Milk ..| 7% added water ..| Fined i 2 6 12 6
45 | Milk ..| 89% added water ..| Fined 5 0 12 6
68 | Butter ..| 807 foreign fat ..| Fined .| 2 00 12 6

78 | Butter ..| 909, foreign fat ..| Dismissed,

Wrong person
summoned
83 | Butter ..| 89 foreign fat ..| Fined 5 10 0 12 6
88 | Butter ..| 889, foreign fat ..| Fined o e A 12 6
95 | Milk ..| 109, added water ..| Fined sal B4 1 12 6
101 | Milk ..| 79 added water ..| Fined - 10 0 12 &
106 | Milk ..| 119 added water ..| Fined s b 12 6
114 | Butter .. Hl%{. foreign fat  ..| Fined wuf B0 0 12 6
75 | Butter , | 849 foreign fat  ..| Fined | s A 12 6 |
121 | Cocoa ..| T0% added starchan
sugar = ..| Fined e 10 12 6
132 | Butter ..| 949 foreign fat ..| Fined ol 210 .0 12 6
133 | Butter ..| 959 foreign fat ..| Fined 5 0 12 €
136 | Milk ..| 15% added water ..| Fined ] o (O O ¢ 12 6
188 | Milk ..| 79 added water ..| Fined i 10 O 12 &
140 | Milk ..| 89% added water ..| Dismissed ..
154 | Milk ..| 78% added water ..| Fined - 10 0 12 6

164 | Milk ..| 65% fat abstracted..| Fined - .0 0 12 6
168 | Milk ..| 599 foreign fat ..| Fined < T @ 0 12 6
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Jost | awte, | Adultmton  |Retoloe | gt | coe | Hemarks
£ 8 d) £ 5d
337 |Camphor- 8% deficient of Adiourned
ated oil camphor, . os| sime die ..
841 | Camphor- | 249, deficient of
ated oil camphor. . ««| Fined 1 0 0
343 | Milk .| 119 added water ..| Fined 1 0 0 12 6
8345 | Milk .| 12% added water ..| Fined i 10 0O 12 6
346 | Milk .| 169 added water ..| Fined 15 0 12 6
347 | Milk .| 109 added water ..| Fined o 10 0 12 6
859 | Milk ..| 169 fat abstracted ..| Dismissed ..
360 | Milk .| 259 added water ..| Fined esl B DA
862 | Milk .| 10% added water ..| Fined | e B
8366 | Milk .| 8% added water ..| Withdrawn
warranty
proved ..
869 | Coffee ..| 609 Chicory .| Fined so] 3 O O 12 6
871 | Coffee ..| T0% chicory ..| Fined ] 2 0,0 12 6
875 | Butter ..| 44% foreign fat .| Fined val ARG L8
876 | Butter ..| 879% foreign fat ..| Fined g N R ¢ (R e R
877 | Butter ..| 109 foreign fat ..| Fined 10 0 12 6
895 | Milk ..| 8% added water .| Fined 10 0 12 6
893 | Milk ..| 109% added water ..| Fined 1 00 12 6
406 No name on barrow | Fined o I -
891 | Milk ..| 79% added water .| Dismissed
warranty
proved
414 | Butter ..| 739 foreign fat ..| Fined 5 0 0
424 | Butter ..| »9% foreign fat .| Withdrawn
on payment
of costs .. 12 6
413 | Butter ..| 959 foreign fat ..| Fined 110 0 O
409 | Butter ..| 939 foreign fat .| Fined g 0 0

e






































































