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PHASES OF MARRIAGE 157

and more closely knit; it was held together by the double bond
of consanguinity and the soil (which last was lacking with the
wandering hunters). In cultivating the fields with common
forces the clan grew to a close living and working community,
and this strength and closeness of the social bond also had an
influence on marriage and the family. The more intensively the
social group is organized, the more it deprives the family of
important functions, and the weaker the marriage tie becomes.
And this is the case among many peoples of this phase, for
instance, the Malays of Menangkabau, where marriage and
the family have almost disintegrated. A man remains in a clan
where he is only an appendage to the maternal family, which
he subsidizes with game and labour in the fields; his wife
visits him at night in order to raise children for the mother’s
clan. In such very extreme cases these are the father’s only
functions.

We find this kind of matriarchy not only among the primi-
tive agriculturists, but also among many fisher-folk who live on
the coast of north-west America and north-east Asia. Fishing
has, under specially favourable conditions, an influence on
marriage and the family similar to that of husbandry. First,
it demands residence in one place, and second, particularly
where salmon and other fish are abundant, it supplies a suffi-
ciency of food. Moreover, woman has such a large share in
the fishing industry that she becomes as much needed here
as in agricultural communities. Hence we find matriarchy and
service-marriage among a great number of these fishing tribes
as well as a maternal clan conspicuous for its solidarity.
Steller says of the Italmen: “In catching fish they both row in
canoes, the men fish, and the women cut the fish in pieces
and clean them of viscera, hang them up, dry them, and collect
the dried fish and the roe; all the children and old people help
them in this. . . . This stock they (the women) keep under their
permanent custody and jurisdiction.? . . . If any of the Italmen

r Cf. Die Familie, p. go.

* Georg Wilhelm Steller, Beschreibung von dem Lande Kamschatka,
Frankfurt, 1774, p. 316.










































PHASES OF MARRIAGE 171

of Labour. As we have elsewhere! seen, this procedure has
now run through three epochs :—

1. The epoch of sexual differentiation (division of labour
between man and woman), which we find in the lowest cultural
steps;

2. The epoch of differentiation in the occupations of men,
which marked the beginning of true civilization ; and

3. Differentiation among women, which has noticeably ad-
vanced in our time,

While in the beginning there were only two different kinds
of occupations—male and female—these have, by continuous
differentiation (or splitting), grown in our day to over 10,000,
as is shown by statistics. It is quite comprehensible that this
process of differentiation could not stop with men, after large
numbers of them had been involved in it, but must inevitably
affect women also. At present this procedure has embraced all
civilized peoples and is progressing rapidly.:

This steady progress in the division of labour will be still
more comprehensible to us when we consider what use and
value division of labour has for the advance of civilization.
By dividing, labour is conveniently organized and given power.
If anyone wishes to prepare for himself all the objects he
needs in daily life, he can only do so by an unheard of waste
of labour, time, and material. First, by the co-operation of

! History of Soctal Development, pp. 196 fI.

* Germany had in 1907 31,259,429 female inhabitants, of which 9,492,881
had occupations, and of these almost a half were married.
Out of every 100 women, there are in occupations in—

Austria il il It England 24'8
France s e300 Sweden 21°'0
Italy .. i it U.S.A. 14'3
Germany .. g Tl | Spain 14"2
Switzerland .. g Russia 84
Belgium o et T

(Statist. Fahrb. fiir Deutsche Reich, 1911.) The small percentage in the
United States (that land of industry par excellence!) is explained by the
enormous number of immigrant proletarian men; in Spain and Russia by
the fact that industrialism is but little developed in those two countries.
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relapse into the pair-marriage of primitives, from which they
differ in the following fundamental points:—

The marriage, while dissolvable, is in principle and intention
predisposed to a lifelong union, since it is not purely economic
nor sensual, but is primarily the common spiritual life of two
people.

It is the union of two independent individualities, while
in pair-marriage the man is the woman’s master.

Pair-marriage was not even pure in principle: the man
almost everywhere had the privilege of breaking it; at least
custom, if not always law, gave it to him. In personal marriage,
on the other hand, the double sexual standard has changed to
the single.

3. The marriage itself rests upon a free agreement between
husband and wife. This agreement can be made by the couple
according to their own ideas, so that it may be adapted to their
individual or personal circumstances in every particular, and,
to use an expression of Wilhelm v. Humboldt’s, be made to
suit a “multiplicity of situations”. But as a foundation of every
marriage contract there must be the legal stipulation—also
tacit—that the husband has to be answerable for the cost of
keeping and educating the children. Woman’s lesser working
strength and her social burden of child-bearing are plainly
equivalents for this duty on the part of the husband. If the
man denies this obligation, the woman should be able to draw
alimony directly from the State, which should in turn demand
it from the husband. These legal stipulations must exist
because the divorced husband frequently withholds the ali-
mony, and because the differentiation of women (on which the
new marriage is founded) may bring with it severe trials.
Even now we often see that as soon as a wife is earning
money, the husband only contributes half the expenses and
uses the rest for his own pleasure, and leaves it to the woman
to care for herself and the children from her earnings. If,
then, the differentiated woman had no hold on the State or
community, she would, in spite of her economic independence,
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held improper if the natural bond ceases. Already increased
facilities for divorce point to the probability that whereas,
while permanent monogamy was being evolved, the union by
law (originally the act of purchase) was regarded as the essential
part of marriage and the union by affection as non-essential,
and whereas at present the union by law is thought the more
important, there will come a time when the union by affection
will be held of primary moment, whence reprobation of marital
relations in which the union by affection has dissolved. That
this conclusion will be at present unacceptable is likely—I
may say certain. In passing judgment on any arrangement
suggested as likely to arise hereafter, nearly all err by con-
sidering what would result from the supposed change, other
things remaining unchanged. But other things must be
assumed to have changed pari passu”.

Advantages and Disadvantages of Free Marriage

All these propositions come to an approximate agreement
on the following points: Forced monogamy is replaced by free
marriage, which is a private affair and based on a private
agreement. Its form is “hagnochoristy”—pure but breakable
monogamy. All possible individual arrangements have a place
within these wide limits, whereas up to now uniformity in
marriage has prevented individual variations. Only extra-
marital sexual intercourse, which almost always brings harmful
consequences, and, above all, prostitution, will be morally
outlawed by free marriage. These latter are the necessary
results and inevitable accompaniments of forced monogamy,
and will fall away as soon as compulsion is abolished.
“Emancipation of the flesh” is not involved here, but, on the
contrary, the movement is directed against extra-marital rela-
tions, against purely animal embraces that contain no higher
feelings. As the personal epoch is given over to the principle
of no marriage without love, so it also demands no extra-
marital relations, no love without marriage. Nietzsche’s state-
ment is valuable in this connection when he says, “Even
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extermination of the worthless shoots. The hunter’s life is
encompassed with such hardships and deprivations that a great
premium is put on health and strength; the naked and unpro-
tected body is so exposed to all weathers that only strong
children can grow to puberty and marry, while the weak
must succumb early.

It is a law of nature that any animal species degenerates if
it is not kept at its peak by (natural or artificial) selection.
Now since natural selection has been definitely eliminated by
civilization, civilized people must either degenerate or have
recourse to artificial or cultivated natural selection, i.e. propa-
gation must be so directed that merely quantitative increase
in population is superseded by the qualitative betterment of
the race.

The idea of this artificial selection is that only the best
individuals should have progeny. Since a man can beget an
immensely larger number of children than a woman can bear,
the highest ideal of positive, artificial selection would be for
only the strongest, healthiest, most intelligent and handsome
men—perhaps only 20 per cent.—to reproduce themselves;
while most women would be allowed to have children—perhaps
=5 per cent.—since a too severe selection of the women would
result in a decline in the population.

It is plain that if this kind of eugenics could be enforced, a
race would gradually develop that would stand to our present
society (where each individual is allowed to reproduce himself)
somewhat in the relation of Olympian gods to the inmates of
a sanatorium; at any rate, such a system is to the highest
interests of the children, who surely have a right to desire
health, vigour, and a good education. But itis evident that such
a selection is incompatible with permanent monogamy. Some
scholars, especially Professor Christian von Ehrenfels,® have
concluded that polygamy should (again) be introduced. But on
psychological grounds simultaneous polygamy is a Utopia for

» Cf. Christian von Ehrenfels, Politische anthropologische Revue, Jahrg,
u. fI.; Sexualethik, 1907.








































































ON THE PLIABILITY OF SEXUAL MORALITY 207

constantly associated. The men of the two tribes are identical
in their habits of personal chastity, but entirely different in
their ideas of family government and the virtue of their women.
Among the Arrapahoe infidelities are not especially regarded,
even by the husband. Among the Cheyennes a discovery would
result in serious consequences, possibly death, to the woman.
The result is remarkable. The Cheyenne women are retiring
and modest, and for chastity will compare favourably with the
women of any nation or people. The Arrapahoe women are
loose almost without exception.”

Man * says that among the women of the South Andamanese
sexual modesty is so highly developed that they never take
off their aprons even in front of other women ; while the men
show no embarrassment, and women belonging to a neigh-
bouring tribe go entirely naked.

These and other instances must lead us to think that sexual
customs may frequently be formed and influenced by trivial
causes—perhaps the example of an important personage or
something similar—and that they are subject to a certain
fluctuation which is allied to the hitherto inexplicable appear-
ance of particular fashions.

This conclusion is strengthened if we follow the often
astonishingly rapid changes of sexual morality in the course of
history. One such remarkable change took place in Italy in the
sixteenth, in France in the eighteenth century.

According to J. Burckhardt, in Italy up to the sixteenth
century “‘the deceived husband is described sometimes as a
fool to be laughed at, sometimes as a bloodthirsty avenger of
his honour ; there is no third situation except where the woman
is painted as wicked and evil, and the husband or lover is the
innocent victim. It may be remarked, however, that narratives
of the latter kind are not, strictly speaking, novels, but rather
warning examples taken from real life. When in the course of
the eleventh century Italian life fell more and more under

'E. H. Man, On the Aboriginal Inhabitants of the Andaman Islands,
London, 1883.
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epidemic: for example, the appearance of homosexuality in
Greece, or the meteoric flare-up of romantic passion at the
time of the minnesingers, or the sexual anarchy during the
Directoire, or the disease of the flagellants, which in that
case was a veritable erotomania,

Also in our own times American feminism offers an example
of the pliability of sexual standards, although a number of
other causes for it can be found. In the beginning there were
fewer women than men in America, and so the value of women
rose; then, too, America is largely an industrial country, where
military activity plays almost no part. Further, the differentia-
tion of women has there taken place almost entirely in the
upper classes, while proletarian labour is done by immigrants.
America 1s moreover, the country of the heiress who sets
the fashion. The American man is entirely engaged in earning
money, while his wife is able to cultivate herself, and is thus
more advanced intellectually than her husband. It must be
well understood that the sexes have the same rights; but the
masochism of American men, which puts an end to the cringing,
flattering mistress in woman, has the character of an epidemic
that appears one day and vanishes the next.

We find a good illustration of this fluctuation in sexual ideas
in the history of prostitution. Thus Ploss* says: “Even in
civilized countries in no other sphere is there to be found
such an essential alteration in the general sentiment as in that
governing prostitution. At one time entirely proscribed and
persecuted, at another under the particular favour and pro-
tection of princes, magistrates, and clergy, then again scarcely
tolerated and controlled by severe police regulations, it has,
nevertheless, tenaciously shown its vitality, and still flourishes
to-day”’.

From these examples it is evident that sexual customs are
capable of an extraordinary variation, that influences so small
as to be scarcely perceptible often suffice to change them.
Closely related are other well-known manifestations: the innu-

1 Das Weib, sth ed., i. 441.
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